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Abstract

Introduction

Mental Retardation is a complicated Social problem that face

the society in general and the family in particular. That is because

having a Handicapped child is an experience that causes the family a

lot of psychological and financial pressures. The parents share of this

stress is the biggest. This is attributed to the fact that the parents

hope to have a sound child and their hope to harvest the fruits of

their attendance for him when he grows up makes them endure the

troubles they receive when looking after him. The Handicapped

child, on the other hand, who needs more attention and care often

becomes a source of disappointment for his parent, as they have no

hope for a good future for him like that normal child. Thus, their

feelings of financial and psychological stress become excessive.

Still, the mother's share is bigger due to the long time in which the

child depends on her while she has no definite knowledge of the

time limit in which the child will be in had need fir her attendance,

therefore, giving birth to a mentally-retarded child is often a

beginning of a sequence of psychological and financial troubles

which, in tum, disturb the nonnallife cycle of the family.

- Aims

This study anTIS to investigate the relationships and the

interactions in families that have mentally retarded children. It also

aims at identifying the differences between these relationship and

interactions, and those of families that have normal children.
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Importance:

The researcher IS seeking to achieve two aims, one is

academic: the other is practical. They are the academic aim at this

study is to enrich the theoretical buildup through instigating the

relationships and the interactions, the family climate, methods of

brining up mentally-retarded children in families that have such

children and the extent of personal growth and the degree of

discipline and control in these families in order to identify the distant

characteristics of these families and the differences between these

characteristics and those of families that have normal children.

Hypotheses:

1. These are significant statistical differences in the aspects of

family relationship between the families of handicapped

children and those at normal children.

2. There are significant statistical differences in the aspects of

personal growth between the families of handicapped

children and those at normal children.

3. There are significant statistical differences in the aspects of

discipline and control between the families of handicapped

children and those at normal children.

Sample:

The sample of the study was obtained from Heliopolis and EI­

maadi districts. The sample was 60 family. 30 of which have
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mentally handicapped children and the other 30 have normal

children.

Method:

The method used in this study is the descriptive method with

its known surveying. Piloting diagnostic models.

Tools:

(1) A form to collect the basic data (personal interview)

(Researcher).

(2) The scale of family relationship and congruity among

family members (Rodelf Moss).

(3) The scale of social, economical, and cultural levels

(Ahmed Saleh).

Results.

(1 )These are significant statistical differences in the aspects of

families of mentally handicapped children and the families

of normal children in fovour the latter.

(2) These are no significant statistical differences between

mentally handicapped in the aspects of personal growth.

(3) These are no significant statistical differences in the

aspects of discipline and control between the families of

the mentally retarded children and the families of normal

children.
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