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An Abstract
First: The introduction :

This 1s a brief and concise review of all steps of the study at hand . It
includes an outline of the research, identification of the problem , methodology
and findings of the research . The main points are as follows:

The Islamic Religion education mainly concerned with the formation of man
and society which believes in its creator, knows his position in the universe and
function in the construction of life as prescribed by God .

The most important objectives of Islamic Religion teaching are to
religiously educate students , to implant religious motive in their
conscience , moral goodness or worthiness of one’s conduct intentions
and character together with a feeling of obligations to do right or good
and to link them to Holy Quran and Sunna.School book , being one of the
corner stones of education process ,is a way to realize the objectives of
Islamic Religion education.

One of the key criterion of school book, especially the Islamic Religion
ones , is whether or not the material is readable .Such a criteria has not
been accorded a sufficient attention by authers of these books.

Books of Islamic Religion education, bearing in mind that the level of
their readability is not identified ,should be designed to help the student
develop his reading skills and tendency towards Islamic Religion
education and finally enable him to understand , comprehend and
consequently earn the material he reads . Yet there is a possibility that
authers might , underliberately , introduce either extremly difficult or
easy subjects ., whenever the texts are above their level , this might cause
frustration because they are too young to understand them and they
unseasingly pause at their words and construction . On the other hand
whenever the texts are under their level , this does not stimulate their
desire to learn or to make an effort to learn their content , this makes the
student turn away and weakens his desire to accept the material he is
reading .

There is no doubt that authers of these books bear this in mind wherever
choosing the texts . However they lack a certain kind of scientific guidelines to
how far these texts are convenient to the students level. As those authers do not
have such objective criteria that may serve as guidelines. While preparing a
certain book , they may be guided by their personal points of view or choices .
Therefore, this lack of an objective method in defining the convenience of the
material to the students level will lead to presentation of difficult material that
will not only hinder understanding but also may make students develop a sense
of detest to reading altogether.

Several studies have been carried out on this subject including the study
by Fathy Younis (1974) that aims at recognizing how easy the
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vocabulary used by third grade - primary children could be and introducing
some fields related to teaching Arabic in this stage , the study carried out by
Kafieh Ramadan (1978) which aims at how far fiction introduced to children in
Kuwait suit them , and which points out that children in the intermediate stage
like reading more than children in the primary stage explaining that, this is
because those children have passed through the stage of acquiring the language
and got into the stage of using and mastering it ; the study carried out by
Ghassan Bady (1982) which aims at defining the elements of difficult and
easiness through recognizing the readability of reading books through out the
highar grades of the primary stage , the study carried out by Ibrahim Ata (1984)
which aims at the evaluation of the reading material presented for the
secondary stage students in Egypt and which shows that the subjects talked in
these books do not meet the needs and inclinations of students as they do not
take interest in aspects of their development ; the study carried out by Hekmat
EL-Zanary (1987) which aims at the evaluation of the reading material that
presents a variety of subjects to the second cycle of elementary stage students
bearing in mind the themes involved in this stage , the study carried out by
Saad EL-Rasheedy (1989) which aims at evaluating reading material presented
to students of first three grades of the primary stage in Kuwait and recognizing
how far this material satisfy the needs of students bearing in mind their growth
and the different kinds of social and cultural changes ; the study carried out by
AbdUllah AL- Kandary (1991) which aims at measuring the readability of the
reading material presented for intermediate stage students in Kuwait and which
reached a conclusion that this material does not satisfy the student’s needs or
takes their interests in consideration and so do the teaching methods and
techniques applied as they fail to make the material easy enough for students to
understand and finally the study carried out by Ali Esmael (1995) which aims
at measuring the readability of the texts presented in Arabic Language Book for
the first year prep students in Bahrain.

Surveying the above mentioned studies it becomes clear that there is no
study that tackles the issue of measuring the readability of books of teaching
Islamic Religion , not to mention the scarcity of Arabic studies for the
readability of books of teaching Islamic Religion for intermediate stage
students in Kuwait and applying precise accumulative methods for measuring it

All this emphasizes the need to carry out a study about the readability of
the reading material presented to the intermaediate schools in Kuwait , pointing
out how far this material is easy or difficult for the students in this stage .

Problem of the research:

The problem of the research here is the deterioration of the level of
learning religion subjects . This is because the content of the books especially
religion ones, which are presented to students in this stage is not suitable to
their level particularly the readability of this material . This emphasizes the
needs to carry out a study about the readability of such books and to be specific
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the readability of the Islamic Religion books tough for first grade Intermediate
students in Kuwait .

This requires answering the following two questions:
1) What is the criteria that should be met in the Islamic Religions book in the
first grade intermediate in Kuwait?.
2) What is the readability level of subjects presented in books of teaching
Islamic Religion to first year intermediate student in Kuwait?.
3) Does this level of readability varry according to the sex of the sudent?

Third: The Methodology of the Research.

The research on measuring the readability of Isiamic Religion Books
presented to First year Intermediate Students in Kuwait followed the analytical
descriptive approach

Fourth: Procedures:
The research followed the following procedures :
First step :

This step deals with a group of preceding relevant studies, which is
essential for indentifying the objectives of these studies and the methods
adopted by each study in addition to recognizing the final results they reached .
This will certainly enrich the current study and add value to its resuits.

Owing to the great variety in the subjects of preceding relevant studies ,
the researcher has classified them into two main branches as follows :-

First : Studies on Islamic Religion curricula and these are devided into
studies on the evaluation of books of Islamic Religion.
1. A study on developing the Islamic Religion curricula.

Second : Studies readability and these can be divided into:
-Readability studies .
-Studies on final exams

Preceding studies showed that :
First : These preceding studies agree in the following :

There has been a growing interest in studies on Islamic {ehglon education
through the previous years.

2- The results of the three studies seem to have one thing in common :
They all refer to numerous defects included in both the books and curricula of
teaching Islamic Religion in grades subject to study in these researches .

3-The descriptive approach represents the common divisor between all
the preceding studies. Although some studies combine both the descriptive and
the experimental approaches .

Secondly :The earlier studies differ in the following aspects :



VoY

-Objectives of the previous studies differ as regards the evaluation and
development of curricula,, analysis and evaluation of books and measurement
of readability of some written materials .

-Certain previous studies viewed that cloze tests are valid to measure
readability , while others are not.

Thirdly : Generally speaking the present study made use of preceding studies in
the following points :

1-Understanding the methods applied in carrying out these researches in order
to choose the most suitable method for carrying out this study .

2-Understanding the tools which the preceding studies applied from the point
of view of their structure, precision and applications so asto use them in
constructing, adjusting and carrying out this study .

3-Reaching some suitable statistical methods for analysing the statements of
this study .

4-Defining the style of content analysis to its classes and units used in
analysing the book subject to study .

5-Pointing out some reference books which may be useful in carrying out this
study .

Second step :

This studies the theoretical background on the readability of Islamic
Religion Books and final exams given to first grade Intermediate students in
Kuwait. It starts by showing the importance of the question of readability ,
definding it and refering to factors which influence this question and methods
of measuring it pointing out the forms of readability and final exams .

Therefore it was concluded that the best method to set a test that will
measure the readability of the first - Grade intermediate Islamic Religion book
is to use the final exams since many of the preceding studies have proved that
these kinds of exams are among the most reliable exams for estimation and at
the same time it was proved by other studies that final year exams represent
reliable criteria for measuring readability , and consequently the understanding
of the printed other studies have also pointed out that final exams can help us
recognize how easy or difficult the material is . Therefore , the researcher will
follow the criteria of the final exam when setting an exam for measuring the
readability of the books of Islamic Religion .

First Grade Intermediate Students.

Third Step: Frameworks

After reviewing the theoretical frameworks essential for preparing
Islamic Religion books and which influence its readability, the objectives of
teaching Islamic Religion has been tackled, emphasizing the objectives applied
in the Intermediate stage. This is followed by review of the elements of
preparing Islamic books in this stage. Finally a survey of educational
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conclusions in this field is being introduced. This survey, is empirical enough
to be used in measuring the readability of Islamic Religion books.

Fourth Step:

This has been specified for recording the procedures followed for
measuring the readability of Islamic Religion Books for first year intermediate
students in Kuwait. Consequently it includes:

1- Establishing the proposed criteria for measuring the readability of the book
in its original form..

2- Defining criteria and preparing its final features

3- Analysing the book with the help of the accomplished criteria.

4- Preparing and adjustment of the final exam.

5- Applying the exam to a sample including 75 boys and 75 girls in four
schools: two boys and two girls took six different exams in each class.

Fifth: Conclusions
The conclusions of the study after discussions and explorations include
the following points:
1- Results of applying the criterion.
2- Results of applying final exams. Following are some details.

Results of question No “1”

What is the readability level of the texts introduced in the Islamic
Religion Book for first grade Intermediate students in Kuwait?

To answer this question the researcher analysed the content of the
Islamic Religion Book for first ‘grade Intermediate students in Kuwait in the
light of a preceding criterion. She also followed up the results reached in the
preceding final exam and following it some of the conclusions she reached.

1- The subjects included in the Islamic Religion Book for first year students in
Kuwait does not have the readability criteria; whether in content, in
methodology, activities and evaluation methods or even the language and
the layout of the book. This makes it necessary to review the subjects
included in the book and the method of introducing, explaining and
illustrating them giving due care to printing the book and producing it in the
appropriate form so as to appeal to students in this stage.

2- Results also point out that the subjects presented are in a depressive level
since performance of the majority of students (59.3%) is in this level and
the rest of the group (40.7%) lies in the educational level. No single student
could reach an independent level. It was assumed that these texts will be
with in the educational level, at least for the majority of students subjected
to the study.

Conclusions of second question:

Does the level of readability for the Islamic Religion book presented to
first grade intermediate student in kuwait vary according to the “sex™ of the
student.

To answer this question the researcher applied (T) for measuring the
indication of the variations of boys and girls marks in each single test and in all
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tests as one unit. Because the number of boys and girls is not equal. We are

advised to:

1- There are statistically significant differences (level 0.05) between the marks
of both boys and girls subjected to study in final exams as a whole. This
difference keeps the girls in the privileged side with the value of (T)
reaching 14.31K (the value of (T) in the table being (1, 66) at free depress
148.

2- There are statistically significant differences at 0, 05 level, between marks
of both boys and girls in the exams no 1, 4, 5 and 6, keeping the girls in
the privileged side, as the value of (T) reached 2, 23 /4, 44/ 5, 82/ 6,37/
whereas the table value for T is 1,74/ 1,73.

3- There are no statistically significant differences at 0, 05 level between the
marks of both boys and girls in the second and the third exams, since the
table value for “T” reached (1, 74, 1.73).
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