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The somewhat voluminous writings of the celebrated third
century mystic Harith b. Asad al-Muhasibi have only become
known to scholarship within comparatively recent years, mainly
through the industry of the great French orientalist Professor L.
Massignon, who in his Essai sur les Origines du Lexigue
Technigue de la Mystigue Musulmane ( Paris 1922, pp. 211-225)
has given a succinct account of the general features of Muhasibi's
doctrines, together with a list of his extant works.! Following
in Professor Massignon’s footsteps, Dr. Margaret Smith in her
- recent monograph An Early Mpystic of Baghdad ( London 1935,
pp. 44-59 ) gives an analytical account of these works, and in
particular announces her intention { p. vii )} of producing a critical
edition of Muhasibi’s greatest book, al-Ri‘aya li-huguq Allak.

In spite of the extraordinary importance of Muhasibi in the
history of Sufism, only two small tracts by hiiws have hitherto
been published : Kifab al-Sabr, from the Bankipore manuscript, by
Professor O. Spies,” and Bad’ maen anaba, by Dr H. Ritter?

Muhasibi wrote two works on the subject of death and the
resurrection, and each has survived in but a solitary manuscript.
The Kitet al-Ba'th wa'l-nushur is a slight work, occupying no
more than seven folios,’ but is nevertheless important as being
a source of Ghazali's al-Durraf al-fakhira® The Kitab al-Tawahhum,

(1) See also Encyclopaedic of Islam, vol. 111 p. 699,

(2) Islamica, Bd. 6 {1934} pp. 283-289,

(3) Published at Gluckstadt, 1935, on the occasion of the Congress of
Orientalists held at Rome in that year. Brockelmann ( G. A. L. Supplement
p. 352 ) incorrectly states that Ritter published R. Ma’lyaf al‘agl wa-ma‘nah,
( Corrected.p. 954 ).

41 Paris 1913, foll. 196-202.

(5) Ed. Gautier, Paris, 1878. See 5'1“5“‘ op. it n. 270.



now published for the first time, is preserved in the splendid
Oxford codex Hunt 611, ontains an excellent copy
of al-Ri‘aya. This manuscript is generally extremely accurate, and
is quite compfete, though damage from insects has rendered
illegible a few phrases towards the end of the treatise. This
manuscript was written in the year 539/1144-5."

It is probably not too much to say that the work here
published is the most important, certainly the most interesting,
authority for the study of Muslim eschatology hitherto forthco-
ming.” As it is hoped in a subseguent pamphfet to consider its
position in the history of Muslim docirine on that subject, it
will perhaps be sufficient here to draw aitention to the use made
~of it by Ghazali in the last section of his /4ya.® Many phrases
of the latter are either definitely borrowed from or modelled
upon Muhasibi's book, while in scope and structure the whole
section is profoundly indebted to it.

The Kitab al-Tawahbum belongs to the literary genre known
as wa'z. [t seeks, by presenting a truly terrifying picture of the
torments of death and Hell, and an equally alluring representa-
tion of the delights of Paradise, to persuade the reader ( or hearer )
to abandon the life of sin and to devote himself to the service
of God. Ghazali thought fit to crown his great masterpiece on
Sufi theology and ethics with such a discourse : and it is just
to observe that his wa'z is considerably inferior, in style and
intensity, to that of his predecessor. It would be difficult io find
any parallel equal in dignity and beauty of language to Muhasibi's
description of the journey of the blessed soul to the Presence of

(1} Massignon, op. cit. p, p. 213.

{2} For an account of the literature of the snbject, see D. B. Macdonald’s
article Kivama in Encyclopaedia of Istam, vol. 11 pp. 1048-1051.

(3} Cairo edition 1282, vol. 1V ppﬁm-!ﬁ.



God. If it be objected ot the Kitab al-Tawalthum
abounds in images of too sensuous or even sensual a nature,
such a criticism can only arise from a failure to appreciate that
the whole content of the work is bui a prelude to that scene.
This is the pronouncement of a great mystic on the subject of
the Beatific Vision of God in the world to come.

These brief words of introduction would be incomplete
without a sincere expression of gratitude to the members of
the Lajrat al-ta’lif wa'l-tarjama wa'l-nashr, who have most graciou-
sly cansented to publish this text at the expense of their asso-
ciation. [n particular il is my wish to record my appreciation of
the kind offices of my friend and former colleague, Professor
Ahmad Amin, who has greatly obliged me by contributing a
foreword to this edition, and by making valuable suggestions

for improving the text.

AJ A
India Office, London.
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