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To the Learner

This material adheres to a method for teaching Japanese in which various verb
forms are taught independently from other aspects of learning the Japanese
language. The purpose of this material is twofold. First, we wish to encourage
beginner students of the ‘Preliminary Japanese Language Program’' to gain
insights into the whole system of verb forms rather than leaving them to cope
with fragments of the system each time they are introduced in a textbook one by
one in a disconnected fashion. We envisage that an earlier exposure to the
overall verb system is helpful given the fact that the overall picture often remains
blurred, if not invisible, even after attending a beginner course of more than 250
hours. Second, we wish to provide students with a method that accelerates their
skill at looking up verbs in a dictionary from an early stage of their learning. It is
fairly easy to look up nouns, adjectives and adverbs in a dictionary, but students
encounter difficulty in looking up verbs, the reason being that verb entries appear
in the so-called dictionary form and students must know as a prerequisite what
the dictionary form of a given verb is.

This material is meant to supplement a textbook for beginner students and
does not provide a comprehensive grammar, nor is it a self-contained grammar
book as it covers verb forms only.

The writing of this material is part of an ongoing project for the development
of a curriculum for beginner Japanese students of the ‘Preliminary Japanese
Language Program’ who are going to sit for an entrance examination of a
postgraduate school shortly after completing the course.

Yukako Odagiri
Adel Amin Saleh
Shohei Yoshida

March 2005
in Cairo



Preliminary What are ﬂ,',‘f,
Reading 1 verb forms™?

In very simple terms, the objective of this material is to learn by heart the forms
in the table on the following pages, and no more or less than that. The 11 verbs
have been selected so as to represent all Japanese verbs. So any Japanese
verb falls into one of these 11 patterns.

Here is how to read the table. Taking the verb ‘to see’ as an example, mF
is the stem or the invariable portion of the verb. The hyphen ‘-’ indicates that this
portion must be followed by some other portion(s). There are 9 suffixes (or
portions attached to the end of other portions): nai, sase- (causative), rare-
(passive), masu, ru, rare- (potential), reba (conditional), you (volitional) and te.
The meaning of the causative form of the verb is ‘to let/make someone see’; the
meaning of the passive form is ‘to be seen’; the meaning of potential form is ‘to
be able to see’ or ‘can see’; the meaning of the conditional form is ‘if (someone)
see’; and the meaning of the volitional form is roughly ‘let us see’. Once again,
the portions ending with a hyphen must be followed by some other portion(s). Of
the 9 forms, 4 forms need further explanation: the naiform, masu-form,
dictionary form and te-form. The first 3 of these forms are in the following chart.

masu-form dictionary form  nai-form
/
Polite-forms 7 Plain Forms Z
Affirmative Negative Affirmative L Negative \
non-past | kak-imasu |/ | kak-imasen kak-u ¥ |kak-anai \A
‘write’ ‘does not write’ ‘write’ ‘does not write'
Past kak-imashita kak-imasendeshita | kaita kak-anakatta
‘wrote’ *did not write ‘wrote’ *did not write’

It should be clear that if you know the masu-form of a verb you can derive the
remaining 3 polite-forms. Likewise, if you know the nai-form, its past-tense is
derivable. Of the 4 plain forms in the chart the dictionary form has a special
importance as only this form is found in dictionaries. What is not in the chart is
the teform. The te-from differs from the plain-past-affirmative form only in that
their final vowels are different, the te-form ending with e and the
plain-past-affirmative form ending with a. With this said, if you know the te-form
of a verb, you can make the plain-past-affirmative form.



‘to see’
mi-nai
mi-sase-
mi-rare-
mi-masu
mi-ru
mi-rare-
mi-reba
mi-you
mi-te

‘to eat’
tabe- nai
tabe- sase-
tabe- rare-
tabe- masu
tabe-ru
tabe- rare-
tabe- reba
tabe- you
tabe- te

‘to write'
kak- anai
kak-ase-
kak-are-
kak-imasu
kak-u
kak-e-
kak-eba
kak-ou
kak-ite
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Verb Forms
RU-verbs

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba<orm (conditional)
volitional

te-form

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-<form (conditional)
volitional

teform

U-verbs

nai<form (plain negative)
causative

passive
“masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba4orm (conditional)
volitional

teform
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‘o hurry’
isog- anai
isog- ase-
isog- are-
isog- imasu
isog- u
isog- e-
isog- eba
isog- ou
isog- ide

‘to speak’

hanas- anai
hanas- ase-
hanas- are-

hanas- imasu

hanas- u
hanas- e-
hanas- eba
hanas- ou
hanas- ite

‘to wait’
mat- anai
mat- ase-
mat- are-
mat- imasu
mat- u
mat- e-
mat- eba
mat- ou
mat- te

WEHYEL naiform (plain negative)

WEHE-
WwWeEhn-
WEEXT
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causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-form (conditional)
volitional

teform

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-form (conditional)
volitional

teform

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-torm (conditional)
volitional

teform
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‘to take’

tor- anai & 57\ naiform (plain negative)

tor- ase- &5 causative

tor- are- & oh- passive

tor- imasu & D EYT  masuform (polite ending)

tor- u &3 dictionary form (plain ending)

tor- e- En- potential

tor- eba Ehnid ba-form (conditional)

tor- ou £35S volitional

tot- te &EoT te-form

‘to buy’

kaw- anai MW paiform (plain negative)

kaw- ase- Hhbot- causative

kaw- are- hHhon- passive

kaw- imasu  DWET  masu form (polite ending) w deletes
kaw- u y2)5o) dictionary form (plain ending) w deletes
kaw- e- DZA- potential w deletes
kaw- eba MR ba-form (conditional) w deletes
kaw- ou h&S volitional w deletes
kat- te "> T teform

‘to die’

shin- anai U7R7RWN  paiform (plain negative)

shin- ase- Lixe- causative

shin- are- Lah- passive

shin-imasu UICET  masuform (polite ending)

shin- u L& dictionary form (plain ending)

shin- e- L 1a- potential

shin- eba Lhid ba-<form (conditional)

shin- ou LD> volitional

shin- de LAT te-form
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‘to play’
asob- anai
asob- ase-
asob- are-
asob- imasu
asob- u
asob- e-
asob- eba
asob- ou
ason- de

‘to read’
yom- anai
yom- ase-
yom- are-
yom- imasu
yom- u
yom- e-
yom- eba
yom- ou
yon- de

HEEIZWN
HEEE-
HEIEh-
HEVET
BHER
HEN-
HEXRIE
HEIES
HEAT

K EZL
L EHE-
LFEh-
SHET
)

& 8-

S HIE
£65
AT

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-<form (conditional)
volitional

teform

naiform (plain negative)
causative

passive

masu form (polite ending)
dictionary form (plain ending)
potential

ba-form (conditional)
volitional

te-form
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Preliminary Why the dictionary
Reading 2 form is important.

In this reading, we shall illustrate the importance of the dictionary form in
Japanese.

The dictionary forms of verbs are so called because they appear as
dictionary entries. First, consider the underlined verb forms in the English
sentence (1) below. Imagine that you are a beginner student of English who
tries to look up see and kept up in a dictionary.

Finding the form see would be easy as it is the base form and is therefore
one of the entries in an English dictionary. On the other hand, finding the
phrasal verb kept up requires the knowledge that kept is the past tense form or
the past participle form of the base form keep.

(1) The two friends did not see each other for years, but they Isgrpt_up
correspondence throughout that time.

Next consider the Japanese translation of (1) given as (2) below.

et BARA

3%kD __®5Ch % N BN
(@ ED_ADR AR BEWAFHbBMofh 20 B I-&
iy Vel o)
X B %R TWE,
Sono futari no yuujin wa otagai nannen mo awanakatta ga, sono aida zutto
buntsuu o tsuzuketeita.

The situation with Japanese verb forms is similar. The forms awanakatta ‘did
not see’ and tsuzuketeita ‘kept up’ are not part of the entries of Japanese
dictionaries. To find out the meanings of the two forms, one must know that their
dictionary forms are au and tsuzukeru respectively. That is to say, without
knowing the dictionary form of a verb, you can never find the verb in a dictionary.
However, deriving the dictionary form from a given verb is for two reasons far
more difficult in Japanese than in English. First, a single Japanese verb may
yield numerous forms compared with English where a verb has a maximum of
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three conjugational forms (e.g. write, wrote and written). This is due to the fact
that the Japanese counterparts of auxiliary verbs and the negation-not (e.g.
does, does not, do, do not, did, did not, will, won't, can, cannot, must, must not,
etc.) do not appear as independent words detached from verbs, but are added
seamlessly to verb stems, making the whole sequence of a verb stem followed
by some other element(s) look like an inseparable unit (aw-a-k-atta,
tazuzuke-te-i-ta). Second, unlike base verb forms in English which by definition
cannot be decomposed any further (e.g. see, keep), dictionary verb forms in
Japanese are further decomposable as they are derived by adding some
element to verb stems (e.g. aw+u—au ‘see’, tsuzuke+ru—tsuzukeru ‘continue’).

The importance of the dictionary form should be clear now. For serious
learners of Japanese who want to expand their vocabulary for academic
purposes, it is imperative, even from an early stage of their learning, to be able
to make full use of a dictionary. This being the case, you would expect the
dictionary form to play a leading role in Japanese textbooks. Surprisingly, this is
usually not the case. In many textbooks, the so-called polite-form is introduced
prior to the dictionary form and the whole verb conjugation system pivots on the
polite-form. This is because the polite-form is more appropriate when speaking
Japanese in the various situations which foreign learners are likely to encounter.
Using the dictionary form in conversation may make you sound impolite, rude or
even offensive. One of the purposes of many Japanese textbooks for beginners
available today is to provide them with conversational skills. For this reason,
emphasis is placed on the polite-form which is ‘safer’, at the sacrifice of the
dictionary form.
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Preliminary

Reading 3 RU-verbs and U-verbs

There are two conjugational groups for verbs: RU-verbs and U-verbs. In
addition, there are two verbs that belong to neither group, called irregular verbs.
These verbs are kuru ‘to come’ and suru ‘to do’, including compounds of a noun
followed by suru (e.g. denwa ‘telephone’ + suru ‘to do’ — denwa-suru ‘to
telephone’, tenisu ‘tennis’ + suru ‘to do’ tenisu-suru ‘to play tennis’). With this
said, the main task of the learner in categorising verbs is to distinguish between
RU-verbs and U-verbs. It is possible to predict the affiliation of a verb to a
considerable extent if you follow the following rules:

(1) A verb whose dictionary form ends neither in —jru nor in —eru is a U-verb. it
follows that those ending in —aru, -uru and —oru and those ending in Cu
(where the Cis a consonant other than r) are U-verbs.

(2) A verb whose dictionary form ends in —eru tends to be an RU-verb.

(3) A verb whose dictionary form ends in —iru tends to be a U-verb.

These rules can be schematised as follows:

Rules distinguishing between RU-verbs and U-verbs

RU-verb

g —
— | Yes . | o

A dictionary form
ends in —eru or —iru i
—iru

U-verb

>

L___» | No

where == indicates a strong tendency and = indicates a weak tendency.
For those dictionary forms ending in —iru and -eru, the student should check the

conjugation with an educated native speaker who knows the terms FEtEid
(go-dan-doushi) ‘U-verb’, t—ExBhEs (kami-ichidan-doushi) ‘RU-verbs ending

16



in -iru, and T—EB®E (shimo-ichidan-doushi) ‘RU-verbs ending in -eru.
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yomu ‘to read’

kiku ‘to listen’

iku ‘to go’
benkyousuru ‘to study’
kaku ‘to write’
suru ‘to do’

miru ‘to see’
taberu ‘to eat’
neru ‘to sleep’
okiru ‘to get up’
kuru ‘to come’
hajimaru  ‘to begin’

L)

shoukaisuru ‘to introduce

toru ‘to take’
kau ‘to buy’
aru ‘to be’
iru  ‘tobe’

noru ‘to get on’

oriru ‘to get of”

norikaeru ‘to change (trains)’
kiku ‘to ask’

hanasu ‘to speak’

deru ‘to leave’

au  ‘to meet’

kopiisuru ‘to copy’
tsukau‘to use’

ireru ‘to putin’
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U-verb
U-verb
U-verb
Irregular verb
U-verb
Irregular verb
RU-verb
RU-verb
RU-verb
RU-verb
Irregular verb
U-verb
Irregular verb
U-verb
U-verb
U-verb
RU-verb
U-verb
RU-verb
RU-verb
U-verb
U-verb
RU-verb
U-verb
Irregular
U-verb
RU-verb



28.
29.
30.
3t
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

&<
55
&Y

T3
bhd

F: 3]
oK%
L3
H1VF3
Y
Zlcw>93
w3
pINnd
HUVB
"ZB

hALw>73

BIEZD
&<
TED

& ZILHED
DL

B3R
£HS
BhHhWg s
5
SAESTS
N ES

oku  ‘to put’

erabu  ‘to choose’

osu  ‘to push’

deru ‘to come out’
wakaru ‘to understand’
matsu ‘to wait’
tsukuru ‘to make’

yobu ‘to call’
sainsuru ‘to sign’

dasu ‘to mail (letters)’
kinyuusuru ‘to fill in’
iru  ‘to need’
wasureru ‘to forget’
abiru ‘to take shower’
kaeru ‘to change’
renshuusuru ‘to practice’
oboeru ‘to memorise’
oyogu ‘to swim’
dekiru ‘to be ready’
yokoninaru ‘to lie down’
nomu ‘to drink’

korobu ‘to take a fall’
omou ‘to think’

onegaisuru ‘to make a request’

suu  ‘to smoke’
undousuru ‘to exercise’
yasumu‘to take a break’
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U-verb
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U-verb
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U-verb
Irregular verb
U-verb
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RU-verb
U-verb
RU-verb
U-verb
U-verb
U-verb
U-verb
Irregular verb
U-verb
Irregular verb
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LMemorisation B

C

anj

Fill in each (

this done, translate each form into English.

Ex.
nai-form fo (X)) Zw
ta(be)nai
causative form fo (X)) &€ 3
ta(be)saseru
passive form e (RX) 5n%
ta(be)rareru
masu form = () ¥9
ta(be)masu
dictionary form 1= (X) 3
ta(be)ru
conditional form 7= (X)) hid
ta(be)reba
potential form 1= (X)) 513
ta(be)rareru
volitional form 1= (X) &5
ta(be)you
1) to see’
nai-form ( & )Yaw
{ mi )nai [
causative form  ( &3
( )saseru [
passive form ( ) 5hd
( Jrareru [
masu form ( E3X)
( )masu [
dictionary form  ( )%
( ru [
conditional form ( yn
( yyeba |
potential form ond
( yrareru |
volitional form  ( )& D
( Jyou [

[ do not eat

[ make someone eat

[ be eaten
[ eat

[ eat

[ if eat

[ can eat

[ let’s eat

19

) with the appropriate hiragana or romaji as in the example. With

]
]
]

]
]
]
]
]

2) ‘to write’

2N G I Y/ A

ka( ka )nai [ ]
Hy( %

ka( )seru| ]
Hy( ma

ka(  )reru| ]
h\( EX]

ka( ymasu [ ]
hY( )

ka( ) ( i
Hy( WE

ka( Yba [ |
HY( )%

ka( yu [ ]
Hy( o)

ka( Jul ]



3) ‘to hurry’
nai WE(

YL

iso(ga)nai [
caus. WE( D E3B

iso( ga )seru
pass.  LVE( ma
iso ( yreru[
masu  ULVE( E¥3
iso ( )masu
dic.  LVE( )
iso ( )
cond. UVE( )&
iso ( )ba
potent. LNE( )%
iso ( yru
volit.  UNE( )2
is0 ( u
5) ‘to wait'’
nai F( Y7Ly
ma ( )nai
cavs. & ( &b
ma ( )seru
pass.  o( W3
ma ( yreru
masu & ( 5 ) EX)
ma ( chi )masu
dic. E( )
ma ( )
cond. F( )
’ ma ( )ba
potent. K ( )%
ma ( yru
volit.  &( )D
ma ( u

|

[

[

4) 'to speak’

(=9~ VY A}
hana ( )nai [

[&7( g3
hana( )seru [
B = M3
hana ( sa jreru [
&7 ( EX ]
hana( )masu |
(& 7( )
hana ( ) 0
(& 7R( 4
hana ( )ba [
(& 7x( )5
hana( )ru [
(&7 ( )2
hana ( u [
6) ‘to take’

e Yaw

to ( nai |
&( o)
to( )seru [
&( ma

to ( yreru [
&( E3:2
to( )masu][
(%)

to( ru )|

&( g

to ( Yba [
&( )%

to ( Ju[

&( )

to ( ul



7) ‘to buy’
nai Hy( Y&

ka( Jnai [
caus. DY i)

ka( )seru [
pass. DY md

ka ( yreru [
masu DY £9

ka ( )masu |
dic.  HY )

ka ( ) [
cond. M R

ka( e )ba [
potent. /N )

ka ( Jru [
volit.  Y( )>

ka ( u [
9) ‘to play’
nai HE( YEL

aso( nai [
caus. B E( e

aso( )seru |
pass. DE( md

aso ( Jreru [
masu D E( V&Y

aso ( )ymasu
dic. HE( )

aso ( ) [
cond. E( ;4

aso ( oa [
potent. 35 F( )%

aso ( Ju [
volit. BEF( ¥ )D

aso( bo)u [

[

21

8) to die’

U( YR W
shi( )nai[
U o)
shi( )seru [
L( ma
shi ( yreru[
L( )ET
shi( )masu|
U( )

shi ( ) [
U( H&
shi ( yba[
UL )3
shi(ne ) [
LA e
shi ( u [
10) 'to read’
K( ¥ Bw
yo (ma )nai[
&( o)
yo( )seru [
&( Wb
yo ( yreru [
K( Y&¥Y
yo ( ymasu [
&( )

yo ( )
&( g
yo ( )ba [
&K( )5
yo ( Ju [
&( )>
yo ( u [





