Potential
Lesson 7 || aeresons

éiit)u‘(%& 5 ! let's consult a dictionary.

Jisho o hiite miyou!

Underline the words which you don't understand and find their meanings.

hw: FWEE USRAT HITIRAEZ D<DFET,
everyday by myself

1) h¥% VLo, Kaze o hita.

2) oht HNHDEXT, Netsuga arimasu.

3) <¥H%E DHfc\W, Kusuri o nomitai.

There are two types of potential expressions, both of which mean “can”.

1. (dictionary form) +Z &' TE#S korogadekiru
2. The potential form of a verb.

What's the difference between the two, ma‘am?

L)
-

~,

Two differences can be pointed out. First, ~Z &EHBTE S is more formal
than the potential form and is used in written language. Second, although the
two forms are interchangeable in many spoken contexts, the potential form
bears the meaning of genuine ‘potential’, whereas ~Z EMNTE D implies
that “one can do something as a certain external condition allows one to so”.
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~lEN TES

FORMATION [ Pletionary form+ = & + A+ T2 3 J

~

>

Z & is a nominaliser, which transforms the plain form of a verb into a noun,
and which is akin to the gerund in English such as “reading” as in “Reading is

difficult”. The following H¢ is a particle which marks the subject of a sentence. 3

T#3 is a verb meaning “possible”. Thus, for example, the sequence & &
+Z & +H+TED literally means “Reading is possible”, which in effect
means “some one can read”. T& % is a RU-verb so its conjugational forms
are: TERXL\ (plain negative), T&E: (plain past), TEREH > (plain |
. past negative), TEXT (polite), TEXHA (polite negative), TEXL
\ (polite past) and TE XA TU (polite past neqgative).

nuy D Polite style
REHFEIAZ. KIFACELL I ENTEE T, [Naomican read Japanese.]

Naomi san wa nihongo o yomy koto ga dekimasu.
Plain style

BEIIA, RBEACELILIENTES,
Naomi san wa nihongo o yomu koto ga dekiru.

EXERCISE 7

Give the potential form of a verb. With this done, add a topic.

v KL yomu — KT IEMTEEXT  [canread]

I can read Japanese
- Pllid. CEAZELDIENTEXT,
Watashi wa nihongo o yomukotoga dekimasu.
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1) H< kaku —

I can write Japanese.

- DLz

[can write]

Watashi wa

2) W%< isogu
I can hurry.
- bl

-

[can hurry]

Watashi wa

3) 137279 hanasu
Naomi can speak
- BEHIA
Naomi san

4) ¥DO matsu —

Naomi can wait for a teacher.

- RBRBEHEA
Naomi san

5) £dtoru —
Takeshi can take.

- L&A
Takeshi san wa

6) S kau —

—

Japanese.
&

[can speak]

wa

i

[can wait]

wa

[can take]

Takeshi can buy a book.
= RiLEAE

Takeshi

7) L& shinu —
I can die.

- bllLiF

[can buy]

san wa

[can die]

Watashi

wa
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8) »%.3asobu — [can play]
I can play with Naomi.
- bl
Watashi wa

9) L&Tyomu — [can read]
I can read Japanese.
- bl
Watashi wa

10) 7cR% taberu — [can eat]
I can eat fish.
- bl
Watashi wa

11) H#dmiu — [can see]
I can watch television.
- PlcLE
Watashi wa

EXERCISE 2

FORMATION [meﬁonaryform ==  The potential form

| RU-verb: Replace the final —ru with —rareru

1 Dictionary form Potential form
feRd feRsnsd

E taberu taberareru

U-verb:  Replace the final —u with -eru

Dictionary form Potential form
| e M3
‘ kaku kakeru
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. Every potential form is a RU-verb (of the type ending in —eru). Thus, the potential
“form of H* < (kaku) ‘to write', for example, has the following forms:

plain form \ polite-form
affirmative negative 1 affirmative negative
non-past | it % hFzn MIET MIEEA
kakeru kakenai kakemasu kakemasen
[can write] [cannot write] [can write] [cannot write]
Past Ny e hahorfc MIFELE | DIFFEBATULE
kaketa kakenakatta kakemashita | kakemasendeshita
[could write] | [could not write] | [could write] | [could not write]

Make the potential form.

nw: o3 - fERehd —» ERBIENTES
taberu taberareru taberukotogadekiru
1)  H< kaku - -
2) WEC isogu — -
3) 39 hanasu — -
4) %D matsu - -
5) &% toru - -
6) M-S kau - -
7) %3 asobu - -
8) L& shinu - -
9) XU yomu - -
10) #% miru - -
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(can eat]

[can write |
(can hurry ]
[can speak ]
[can wait ]
[can take )
[can buy ]
[can play ]
[can die ]
[can read ]

[can see ]



EXERCISE J

Write sentences that express potentiality.

LY I Normal sentence: DFfoUld, ICIFAZZ LT, [1read Japanese.]
Watashi wa nihongo o yomu.

l
Potential sentence: D7z Ui, ICIFATELDET, [l can read Japanese.]
Watashi wa nihongo o yomemasu.

1) bfeLiE. KEAZEIET,
Watashi wa nihongo o hanasu.
i
iz Lk ( )
Watashi wa ( ) [I can speak Japanese.]

2) breUld. i RRB.
Watashi wa sakana o taberu.

l
br-LIE ( )
Watashi wa( ) [1 can eat fish.]
3) HZUEAEHD
Fujisan o miru. *fujisan ‘Mr. Fuji’
\
AUEA%E ( )
Fujisan of ) [Someone can see Mt. Fuji.]

4) breLiF, <BFZEH S,

Watashi wa kuruma o kau. *kuruma ‘car’
l
bl ( )
Watashi wa ( ) [Icanbuy acar.]
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5) BHEHIEIAIE. LeLAZEES,
Naomi san wa shashin o toru.
!
BRERZAIIF ( )
Naomi san wa ( )} [Naomi can take a picture.]

6) IIFLZEAR. BABWEED,

Takeshi san wa sensei 0 matsu.
1

T LEAIK ( )
Takeshi san wa ( ) [Takeshi can wait for a teacher.]

7 BEHEITAR. DLELEHES,
Naomi san wa watashi to asobu.
!
BEHEZAIIR ( )
Naomi san wa ( ) [Naomi can play with me.]

ERERCISE &

Change each potential sentence into the other type of potential sentence ending
with CEMNTES.
hw: KIBACZED D, - KIFACZELLIEDTES,

Nihongo o yomeru. Nihongo o yomukoto ga dekiru.

1) xS hd, > ahex ( do
Sakana o taberareru. Sakana o ).

2) ZwWhtEHSHhD, — AWH%E ( )o
Eiga o mirareru. Eiga of ).

3) WEI3, - )o
Isogeru . ( ).

4) <BEEMIZXD, i ( )o
Kuruma o kaeru. ( ).
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5) AWC®RFBESZ, - ZWTE (
Eigo o hanaseru. Eigo o(

*eigo ‘the English language’

6) HLIHENRD, - (
Ashita asoberu. (
*ashita ‘tomorrow’

7) EBEBEXTS - EHEBE (
Tomodachi o materu. Tomoachi of
*tomodachi ‘a friend’

8) &< fhhd - &< (

Yoku nerareru yoku
*yoku‘well’
9) ELEZ 2HS - FUL%E (
Hashi o tsukau Hashi o
10) ODEDT WId —» 0DEDHT(
Hitoride ikeru Hitoride
1) 0&EDT HhAND - DeEDT (
Hitoride  kaereru Hitoride

S

~ N , , , .
1 . \ If you're still reading romaji, master kana 7
~ W

tonight!l This is my last warning.

N
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[Review 7| T

1. Rewrite ~Z &A'T & 3, using the potential form.

nW: IKBRACELLIENTEDS, » IKBEBAZZLD D,

1) IHDBERRBIENTED, > IHhBE ( Yo
2) AW EHDIENTEZ. — W% ( )o
3) WL EMNTES, - Yo
4) KBFEDLSIENTEDZ, — <BF%x ( Do
*{%F ‘acar’
5) AWTERBTIENTES, > 2ALWTE ( Jo
*Z W\ ‘English’
6) HLI. BEIRIENTES, > HUE ( )o
*3 U o ‘tomorrow’
7) EHEBEEFDOIENTES - E£HEBE ( )o

*EHREBE ‘friend’

2. Answer the questions as in the example.

nu
BEH: IFULEAR. BLEE IR—=Fa—~ WITETH,
BT 1FWw, _WiEB & BDBWET,

1) BEH: LLIBLEIAR. BETE DOHETH,
BT 1 R, & BHBWVWET,
Wz, & BHWET,
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2) BEH: fFLEAR ZWTE RBBEETH.

Biatz 1 &AL, & BHBVWEY,

WA, & BHBWET,

3) BBH: IFLEIAR. I5RAD H&. Wolkic V3TIkAE

FeRENETH, *)SADBH & “after the class’
oYy AN - 4 AW E BHEWVWET,
[AYAY-N & BDBWET,

4) BEH: FFLIAR. Wolkic ZAWHNE HSNETH.

2 = AN & BHVLET,

WWLZ, E BBWLWET,

3. Underline the ta-form of verbs. With this done, give their dictionary forms and
meanings.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
: )

8)

W EDDS EINRE N, — feND eat *EDD ‘yesterday’

ZEDS THhAEIWE, —
*THYFH “letter’

BEHEAER. EDS <BF%ZE bHokE &HS. -
brelid. 205 fitLeshz Fofk., —
breLid. EAL®S LP»ULA%Z Eofe —

*HALYD ‘last week’
blcLid. BATDOBEHIAEHFAE, —

* A 1FD ‘last month’
LA BALSIEAZLARE, —
LBEISAIK. EOSRRBACRAELEEED S, =

tAtWIE, EDOSE-LEDAIREEE S, —
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9) LBLEAR. 3D AkEEHS, —
*5Salready’ *MZ % ‘to go home’ (U-verb)
10) COZWHE, B5AERBHS, —

You still cannot read kana? ®
cannot keep up with the class
any more. I warned you.

109





