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The Reality of Educating and rehabilitating People with Special Needs in
the Light of Knowledge Society Requirements

Dr. Safaa Al-Hebaish Dr. Aisha Al-Amri
Abstract

The present study aims at identifying the views and opinions of the
trainers rehabilitation centers in the western region of Saudi Arabia about
the reality of rehabilitation of people with special needs in the light of the
requirements of the knowledge society and the role of the relevant
authorities in achieving this. The study sample consisted of all trainers of
rehabilitation centers in the Western Region (Makkah - Jeddah - City) in
Saudi Arabia, The number of respondents (27), male and female. The study
used a questionnaire consisted of (52) statements covering all four main
areas related to the rehabilitation of the disabled, namely (Education -using
modern technology - family as a main partner in education - community as
agency which employs ener?les that have been rehabilitated. The study
produced the following results: 1. The availability of Iearnln? environment
suitable to some extent for educating and rehabilitating people with special
needs in the rehabilitation centers in the western region. 2. Scarcity of
employing technical training for people with special needs to meet the
re_cwlreme_nts of the transition to a knowledge society. 3. Families of people
with special needs resume their responsibilities to some extent in helping
rehabilitation centers. 4. Community also plays its role to some extent in
employing people with special needs in. The study recommended paying
more attention to special education curriculumand restructuring coursesto
cope with the modern age. Prpwdln? qualified human cadres to teach t
disabled and developing their skills in accordance with the modern
technology.
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