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1.5 Pavchological Warfare™ by Paul A: Linebarger.

Psvchology for the Armed Forces:

Prepared by a Committee of “The MNational HEesearch Council”
edited by Edwin, G Boring.

“Mliltary Psychology™ by Morman €. Meier,

“The Affairs of Dame Rumour’ by David [, Jacobson.

Makers of Modern Strategy. Edited by Edward M, Earle.
“Public Opinion and Propaganda®™ by Leonard W, Doob.
“Persunde or Perish” by Wallace Carroll.
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RUMOUR

By
Brigadier PSC Ahmed Shawky Abdel Rahman Bey

Rumour 8 mouth-to-mouth communication of unconfirmed stories
and ancodotes: Tt s one of the most lormidable weapons of the psyvehological
warfare,

Historians believe that Genghiskhan effected his Mongol conguests
with “limitlesshordes’ of wild Tarter horsemen, who fooded the world by
weight of sheer numbers. Recent research shows that the countryside of
inner Asin could not possibly have produced such a multitude. [t has
tranapired that he was a master-genius incthe art of psychological warfare.
He had no doubt surpassed whatever the Germans, Russians and Americans
had achieved in this field during the Second World War. He applied by
instinct the rechnical principles which we now call the “Black Propaganda®™
with marvellous skill. He wed espionage to plan his campoaigns and
deliberntely used rumour o exaggerate accounis of his  large nombers,
their stupidity and ferocity.
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Genghis even used the spies of the enemy as a means of frightening the
enemy. When spies were at hand, he indocwrinated them with rumours
concerning his own forces, their overwhelming strength, their ruthlessmess,
endurance and obedience to their officers, The spies conveyed the
information faithfully te their people; thus the battle was won before it
wis foughe,

If the gifted leaders of the past had employed rumour as a weapon of
psvechological warfare without reading a word of Freud or Pavlov, psychology
makes it powible, in modern times, not only for the able but for the
ordinary officer to calculate his persuasion systematically and to obtain
the same results without being a genius or endowed with myatic power of
intuition. The psychologist can bring to the attention of the soldicr those
clements of the human mind which are usually kept out of sight. He can
show him how to convert lust into resentment, individual resourcefulness
into mass cowardice, friction into distrust and prefudice into fury.

Deefeat in war is ultimately o congquest of the mind.  Marshal Foch said.
YA batle won, 15 a battle in which one will mol confess o anesel being
beaten™.

The object of killing the enemy and making him suffer is 1o force him
to surrender or to change his atvitude of mind 50 as to relinguish his
determination to resist and predispose him to accept defeat. This can
anly be achieved by launching beside the physical warfare a psychological
warfare, Its abjective would be to prepare the enemy by means of argument,
suggestion, enlightenment, delusion and other indirect means to surrender,
It is to shake his morale o the extent of believing that the pursuance of
war is more harmiul than defeat.

The Germans had mobilized their scientists and more particularly the
Peychologists and created a Swaffl Headquarters for Military Psychology
beside the military operations headquarters, It had sections devoted to
“Offensive Morale™ and to “Defensive Morale™, The objective of the
first was to destroy the enemy’s morale by means of propaganda, emploving
the native differences in their peychological attitudes and motivation.
The sccond was concerned in fostering the morale in the military and
civilian German population,

Rumour is employed in the psychological warfare for the following
purposes :

1. For disruption. It is capable of destroving the morale. The Germans
have employed it in France afi=r its surrender in 1940 and they were
very successful,

2. As @ smoke screen. It can be employed as a screen to cover the facts
and thus mislead the populanon.

8. Tao discredit news sources.

(¥) &jedey—a
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4 As o bait. False nwes ean be dispersed in order 1o induce the enemy to
deny them and issue the correct news.

There are cortain tested  counter-measures 0 propaganda

1. Accustom your public to trust the official reports; by being truthful,
as far as security permits.

2, Develop faith in the public and military leaders, by offering the proof.

3: Announce the greatest posible amount of the prevailing facts.

4. Fight the rumour-man gers.

Time has not come yvet to disclose the rumours which were seattered
in Palestine during the recent campaign.  Thousands of the refugees fied
from their homes as result of what is called the “panic rumours”.

This kind of rumour however incite to action. It happened in France
before Palestine. It comes as reports of the approach of encmy troops.
With them the danger is real, palpable and immediace, for the listener tends
to do something about it suddenly and violently. He packs a few of
his mest cherished possessions on a camel, ' collects his family and starts
out of town away from the enemy, Then he hinself becomes a rumow,
and the rumour becomes a fact, for people see him going and decide w
th TN,

Many a rumour was spread by the Zioaists with view of intimidating
the Lgyptian force beseiged at Falouja and inducing them to surrender,
but the Commanding Officer was on the alert. He secures the truth from
the headquarters by wireless (using secret code}. Once the Jews dispersed
the news that the Officer Commanding of the gth Egyptian Battalion has
killedd and his troops annihilated. As evidence of their truthfulness they
produced a photograph of said officer’s identity card.  But it was proved
that the news was a lie. The Falouja Commander was able 1w speak by
radic-telephony to the alleged dead commander. It turned out that the
latter had accidently lost his identity card in the batte field. Then the
Faloujan Commander was able 1o thwart the flse rumour.



