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SPIRG BEY'S NEW ARABIC ENGLISH DICTIGNARY

Spiro Bey’s Arabic=Engllsh Dlctionary, of the Modarn
Arablc of Egypt. Sacand Editlon revised and considerably |
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Of the variona felda cultivated by Spive Bey’s pen ( journslism,
ariticism, franslation, grammar ), lexicography, eapacially in the
appropriate way he has handled it, i the most important.
Lexigography which is of invaluable help to the student is an
nngrateful job for the compiler. There i, of conme, in avery work, of
~whataver Inpd, the pride of neble endeavonr and the eatisfaction of
carrying a thing to an end eod haviag it joined %o the poesibilities
fagilitating one of the mast overwhelming fatalitizs; human efort,
Yot hard and dry esitis, compilation could never give ths rich
and rare sensations felt by the poet under the acuts sting of pain, the
weight of feelinge rushing out to uttersnce, or in the glory of illumi-
astion end inspiration. Nor cenld it areate the happiness of the literary
map atirring up opinions and ideas, and whe, through creation and
enslywia, takes ight over land and sea and jonrnsys across sll tmes
and all skias
The lexicographer marely witnesses the procession of bours and
days congumed in the repeatad, obatinate, minnte asarch of words to be
numbered and expre=gions to be catalogned, for the benafit of the sue-
" cessive genorations of studenta and but a limited pleasure for himself.

i I am temptad to think his merit the greater for it

Leaxicopraphy has ever been in Arabic e fortile theme and scepe.
Thin langnage which remsined noknown to the civilised world up to
the V1 century, appeared then, together with the spront of Mohamed-

f| enism, i a well pigh perfection’ of form withaut hearing & marked

period of iufanay in her history. And an the expands of Moslem domi-

uation was made widar and that Arahic thonght was climhing towarda
his height and ths plenitude of hia eHorescence, famona dictionaries
wars alaborated to contain this langange of anumal wealth and over
extansicn owing to the many dialsota of the trihes =pread in regiona
far and near. S0 that while Earepe, skill immersed in ths obsanrantiam
of the middla agea, disposing of hut a few woastisfactory philological
fragments, had to wait until after the Henaiseance and the discovery of
the printing precs to be favoured with the difusion of learning end
knowledge and feel the need for dictionaries which ever since have
been infinitaly 1nultiplied, during all those centuries the Araba possessed
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Bnt what could he, for the foreigner student of Arehic, tha wse of
each lazicographical magoificence, when the spolken lavguaze which

"is quite diferent from the literary ome, was incomprehensible to him ?

Tha most sradite Orientalist ¢onld fiud hinself, say in Ezypt, and be
unabie to undersbond the natives he pgets io touch with-unjpss thay
be of tha enltnrad minanty. Qtherwize he conid be the anthor of
valuable books in Arakis and have tha history of the langoags at hia
fingers” ends and yet be in the irritativg case of the owaer of 4 hand-
some cheque befare the bank door closed for 4 mnat vutimely holiday.

[t remained to somecns of wide scholueship, keer uuderatandiog,
abiiity, patiencs 4nd earndsiness, havicg a command of both langnages
Arabie and English, to uanderteke thia hugs task of silent effort and
determinad labour of which Spire Boy has. been the skilful workman.
Bora in Egypt, and uaing Arabie for his native tungus, he stll faala
bitter than any—ihroagh hiz forvign heredity added to his knowladge
of the Weatarn mind—the diffloulties the studant of Arsbic meets with,
in the daality of the literary and spoken lanpuage. And the rssult is
teen in this Arabic-English diotionary of which appears to-day the
second edition.

d#1 ¥

Ay for whai value this dictlonary can be to atudsnts of Arabio, this
little anecdote will show.

A few monthe ago, at a private sociul mesting, Spiro Bay met Dr..
Griffini, the woted Itollan Oriznlalish, professor of Arabio at Hﬂa.n.
University, and whomn king Faed ( when Sultan ) sent for to set in-
order His Majenty's privats library at Abdesn Palace.

When the fwo gentlemen were inircdaced tc one enother, Dr.
Griffini quickly inquired whather this Spire Bey wag a relative to the
‘sarned seholar, of Geneva Diiversity, anthor of the Arabic-BEoglish
grammar aand dmhnnunas.

4Xo," answered Spire Bey, serionsly. “No," said & lady laugh-
ingly, ““k¢ eannot be hia relative becanse he is him-eelf. Tablean! Joy

and incredelity were aliernating on Dr. Griffini’s face, and many an’

wffirmation wea oeeded Eo nrge im to convietion. Than, etretshing ont
hia kand sgain to Spice Bey, “How often,” said he in the tons of
hearty rincerity peculiar to his countrymen, “how cften have I desired
to sea you to thenk yoa for the censtant help [ find in your books.
| do not know, indeed, bow I conld mauage without them™
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Thia littls ecens of which [ waa witness, will perbaps tell more
thao anyihing elas of the inportance of Bpire Bey's etforta; and the
sotiveair of those simple spontanacus words of a man suchas Dr
Grifiini { who, unknowinply, wss thon the menthpiece of all who
know Eeglish among Orisntalists and studenta of Arabin sll over the
world ) would repay our prominent soholar for his uoigne work more

thez any complimant or oongratnlation conld do.
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