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state and their refation o cach other. “Constitnion’ here means the
unwrilien but recoguized sysiem by which the siste was accepted us
valid, meluding the interrelations of the pods, the %ng, the noblo,
and the people. Even thoueh such an unwritlen censtitution showed
some ¢hange from ape (o ape, §t was generally accepted as containing
the govemning principles fram the bepinning of history down to Roman
limcs,

We shall then break down the eonstiluent clemenis in the
constitution from 3003 o 1000 B.C. under four headings @ the Land,
the Gods, the King, and the Egzvplivn People.

I. THE LAND

Perhaps a Foreipner is heller able to appreciale the peographic
uniguencss of Egypt. Mowhere clse to the word is there the extracrdinary
concentraton of righes in men, planis, and animals, scaled off from
the rest of the world by sea and deseris. It 4s as i the pods, early in
human history, hud made a test-tube out of e valley of the Nile, fo
serve 4s @ comtrolled experment in civilization

Wihere olse 35 there 4 land so definitely and so peomeiricatly
constfucied by a single life-piving ageney. like the MNile? Where s
there o Tand so blessed in elimate, with: equable wempomtures, warming
sun and cooling wind, and free from snow, conslant cain, of driving
monsaons? Where olse cun onc plan one’s duys and months with
such assurance of the repuloty of the sun and (he River? Wiere clse
do the lifgless wands of the desert confront the swarmicg life on the
lertile sotl with such dromaus challense® The loreigner coming to
Emypt sees these faclors with an eye sharpened by his own cxpedences
in a mdre normal and less Wessed land.

The encient Egyprizns knew that other lands were ditlerent, They
said that their god had given twm g Nile to water theie fields in the
normal way of Mowing rngtion, whereas the foreign countrics had a
Mile in the sky. falling down on their heads with chill discomfors.
They belicved that other kinds were stranpe and wocormforiable because
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of nmin, snow, 1rees, and steep mouniaing  Sicee ey were used 04
Mile which Aowed porthwerd, when they saw the Eophrales fhesing
southward they eutled 58 cthat inveped water which Nows downsiream
by poing wpstream.’”

Geoprmaphic Tealures comainly do ot provide o tolal esplanation
of & people’s psycholopy. There are spintugl Tustors ol greab power,
al which the Disinrion gan ouly puess. Yeb the striking peography of
Eoypt s fortunawdy clear and doees pice us many clues 1o angient
Eevplitn characler aid natiznal ovsimeution,

aF Why T Fuypt lomg hoen the poal of the world eonguerors,
Alerander. Cacsar. “upoleon. Rommel?  Ttoia he hub of the easiern
hemisphere.  The barmers of the eentmd Asbon mountains und desefis.
of the Arubivn. Litgan, and Sahira deswrs feoa funneds te ghennal
traffie through 1he Red Sca wod  the Medierrunear.  This s the
atossroads of the workd, where the poods of Asia und  Alfch meoet
and Raw wwerd Furepe.

Brypr hersedl was woalthy cooush te be ao exeellent market for
the poods Trom other countrics, wd her exporieble surplos of cerenls
meant thal she eoold alord 1o buy pecessites and Jusunes, Our o
Africa cime the Tuxnry products @ ivery, wmcense, Teopurd skams, and
rare woods, hur alse el Rides. und pold. Out of  Asia game the
Tuxury produets o lurguosse, Lipis loculi, and spices; bBai abse enpper,
tin. silver, woodl and otive oil. Lpypt was liaked by shipetransgory
with Bhogniciu, Crete, Libva, and Svurh Armhiz. She Jad good harbors,
Breanse the shins af that duy contd enter the Nile mouths and be well
shelierad

Commereial leademhip maant politicd and  eolural deadership
From prebistons and carly Listoric tines, Eayptian products are lound
in Asin wnd Crere und viee versi Epopt was o uniled nation, bad
an aprienhind surplus for purehasing pewee, and conirolled the ¢hief
wopper deposits in her pare of the werld. Her neighhers gomaisted
of wibes or small wire-stares, widli na preat wealth, Naturally Toypt
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donunated the pover politics and culivrl development an the casterm
Meditcrrancun srea for ot least tow thousund yeurs.  Probably us the
slate developed. Forgipn coammierue hecime a royzl movopoly, run by
the strre, and there was poooresl didingtion botween the Ezyptian
merchant matine end the Egvplion novy.

When the buppily Tecurcd Egvprinns looked at the Asiatic and
Libyan Bedouin of the dosert or cven ar the settled people of Phoenicia
or Cpele, they were aware of their superior sianding and bad o sense of
the pods® specia! providener tor them. The wuy of the desep is kard
and resericted: the way of the Nile ¥alley is frec and optimistie.  The
Ecypiiun vould ulford a buoyunt fuith in theie present and Fatere; they
could allord 1o be howpitable end (olerunn

By In modern nites we have come o think of nuluml resousees
m terms of power - ocoul, petroleum, or waler poper, or in s of
minceals ; iron, vopper. fin, chrome. or coball.  We sometimes [ocpet
that this is a very modern concept. Im uncient times (he wnit of power
wias nat a -team or Diesel enpine; it was the museles of nmien or animals,
Eevpt was cxcepiiomally rweh in actual numbers of men and draught
animals und in the Tugt thuk as 4 wnited nation. she coufd alwavs
mohilize more power thun the idbes or cin-siates arcund her,

It is impassible ta estimate the population of ancient Egypt at any
orc lime, Guesses by moedern scholars have ranged from ome million
to-cight millons.  The Twenticth Dynasty 1ax reporl recendy published
augpests for Middle Epypt a situalion comparable o that in Egyme
seventy-live wyoars ago.'  MHowever oot nombers are not esseniial.
The impertant Fact as that Ezvpr ebways hod so greal a concentration
of manpower within e norrow Nile Valley thar she coold wse as
many as any eperation justfigd. The same applics (o animal pewer,
the oxen or dornkeys for deigging or warrying hings or for plawing
and thrashing. The monuments provide 2 few ligeres ahout animals,
for ecxumple. those caprured from the Lihyans o batrle, indiceting an
ubundanee of suall power, purlicalarly by contrast 1o Egypts peighbors.

Funhermors, ancienl wealth owas nof medsured 10 werms of
cuttcney of money credits. [t lay essenally in fenile land, creps,
and a surplus of crops for trading purposes.  Egyvpt’s immediate
neighbors in” Africa and Asia were always close o the desert marping

1. The EEwr Foperws, oditsh by Sir Alan Ho Gerdiner, 3 vols.  Lamlon,
L, T:add )
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auly in the MWile ¥alley were there suel abundant laresis of barey.
et whear Nax, freits, and serclubles. Despine some sweins of low
Milus and rewl huwnger, the pormzl an Epypt wus the wondedully
fertile soil, coviched by e Wile fnundation and yiclding rieh hurvests.
In the wign of Mer-ne-Prah, whem Egypts ally Hatid experienced a
femime, the Phamoh was able 1o senl off shiploads o grain o
rescue the nomhern country !

The possession af adeguat resoures within the Male Valley itsel
enableed Eaypt 1o disclop thres preat mineral resources owside of the
Yalley nroper: stone, copper, and poll,  In compurzon with the other
lunds of the Near East, Feypt hus an exceprional gusntiy snd guality
of woiding stene and stene Vor e sculpior: caleite. (he limestones,
sundztone, tHue pranites, basale. dionte. and =2 on. It was no acaident
thit preat wrchitecture staried in Epypr and wis amitgred by ether
cultares. whch did nol pesios such goed stone. The mighty pyramids
und the jeaenny temples made a iremendons impression wpon foreign
visitors, buf b was the Egvpuun eolumo, either 1he predo-Danc or the
floral cupial. which was moest copied by other colivees und  persists
dowy (o the present day.  Furthermore, monumental ari in the stalee
ar the relief, bous of whieli were punis of architecture, Lad their Tullest
corly developmont e Eovpt and sirongly offvsled her ouehbors.

The period of ancicot Bistory from 3000 o 1000 B.C. cmbraved
the copper and brovze upes. and Egypr controlled ample supplics
of copper. puriicuburly o Sinan, From the Fisst through the Twestieth
Dyngsty the copper nines in ¥ioal wore a govmouent monopely, worked
gither by the Egvpuian army or by Bedouin eosscriplts nnder army
superivion.  Elos assured Tor the Epypion slae the copper and bronse
1wools for the great Foilding emlerpriscs and the copper and bronze
weupons Tor militiry supremacy.  The iren age hegan arennd 1200- J000
B.C. Egypt had no workable sources of iron und had 1o buy [rom
the Himites.  She thos became welenvely poorer. Tt s wonh poting
that the eopper-hronze npe. from 3000 1o 1000 B.C. was the period
in which Ezypt domimated the ¢asiern Medilerrancan world,  wherzus
the irom e, 1000 on, was 1he peried in which she fell under the domina~
tion of others, Assvmans, Persians. Maeedonians. and s on.

Egyl's commercial position witit her neighbors wuy alio strong
hecause she controllcd abundint gold frum mines in the cislern deserl
and Nubiw.  This sorely wois alvo a stue monepoly. alihough such o
satement wust include e interest of the naticnal god, Amwa,  In the

I Brested sp. oi DU, 4§80



Amama period the King of Mitanni wrow 1o Pharoh, beppine for
gilts of pold ~anovery great guontity, eet 4o be vounted,” hecause, he
wrotz, dn Eeypt ihe wold 5 o plennful oy the dust” ' The world
has becn minch impressed by the pold packed inte the four Linle tonth-
chambers of Tut-ankh-Amun. How much more must have heen buried
with some of the really preat plaraahs ' Jt is po wander that Esypt
was mohe powerful, wautthy, and cultered than her reighbors.

¢} Two forecs are ot play in Egzypt @ the Nile and the desen ;
life and dearh, the rich, living soi! brousht hy the River and the skerile,
lifuless sands of n deseet whigh siretches for miles beyond the knowledee
of ancient man. DBeweasen these two forces stands man, comstantly
striving 1o deny dewh and to extesd life by holding the life-giving
walers of the Male us loneg as possible and by stretehing those wasers
a5 far gs pessible. Wowhere o the world can there b s keen an
awarencss of the contrast beiveen life and death, powhere such experi-
enee in defeating dewth by hard and-continuous work.  The triumphant
martuary relgion of ancient Eevpr rested wpon the knewledoe pained
in the fields. that 1t can be exwended by hard work. So also men
might deny death und Tive on and on,

The Egyptians could be very gratziul 1o heir gods for giving them
the faithful Wik, It never fuiled to flood cvery year, just as the
sun cume every day. Mao could count en them with complews
aasuranee,  This wus o great fores in making the Egyptians a happier
people thun their nuighbors, confidunt optimiste, reiuxed, tolerant, and
abounding in poed humor.  Throwsh 1heir fortunaee scuing they felt
aguin their superionty (o their poor neizhbars,

Yeu the strugple beoween the Mide wad a desert is alw o strupgle
between the Egyvplians and tiwir neighbors, beween the feflahin setled
on the fenile soil und the vesrudic Bedouin of the sandy desere. Tt was
the constant struggle of the Egypitans 1o hold theiv frontiers spainst the
Lityans, Mubiuns, and Asiwties. T rhat swugple Eoypt's preat power
made bor victotious a5 long as she wos united and thus coutd realise
ler power. When Egypt did fell iu wos boesuse the siale was divided
arainet 115eIE w5 in the Hyksos intasion wnd in the seseral invusions
afler 750 B.C.

d) The parades of Epypt is that it is o separale tund, that is,
distinctly set apurt from orher imporiant cobores, and ulso a sepurated
fand, that is. disiinetly cut inte the 1wo lands of Lower Luwvpt and
Upper Egvpt

1. Anwtna Letter W 59 -6



I one compares Egypt with Syria or lag, ene sees low sequne
Epvpt was in her geopmiphic iolion. which made an ooned  invasion
vory dilliceli, into lrag could mareh Hittises, Porsisns, Scyvihians, or
Turks, without crassing seps or desert Tnto Seria coold manch Egypt-
uns, Assvnacs. Pubslonians of Remans, without eroscing seas or desert,
But how gould an semy emoee Loeype? By the sea into the ®ile mrouths,
which wire shetered By 1he Nile mamiws and enclosed by Hiver hanks:
ar by sonw difficolt desen. wiwre the prablem of food und forage was
alnwost insuperable. This iy boen fue frdm Scunucherib the Assyrian
jo Rommcl the Gomians, The ooy soeeessfsl asasioms came when
Ecypt vis sooweoak that it il withour a situgate,

Thuz Eevpl eonld b g voity, rot only hoouose of the Nile, but
s begause she wis set- apat by dosulaunge desers nod seoi Ruch
secuTiy was anether pank fuelor m gremesing lath and optimisim,

b Yeb woe must alss fuce the fact that Egvpt was ancienthy
“the Two Lands.”™ ux she §z today. When Si-onhd waoted (o cxprass
lis Pewilderment ot Loding himsalF i ext®e i Symin, he soid that 1t was
as 00 o 1man of e Deten were suddenly o Gind himsedl at the Fiest
Catamuet. Elsewhere uninielligible spesch wus compured b the atsempt
af i Delia marshdeeller in wving 1o Wk with the people of Assuzn.’
The long, nariow Wwough of Lppor Epypt is abways held tight by the
desert ¢lilTs: the broad, spreadine {felds of (he Delta wre oot of sight af
the desert: ahoy loak toward v aciwork of canals. the mat.hes. und
slimalely the sea

Lower Lavpt looks ceowerd @ owoest woword Libya, eust toward
Asia. and porth 10 e Muedierrineon, It is the groat commercial
centey of Ehe castern Medierranean, Wik 1 penicuhurl nches, it
can o alfurd 10 by the prent culrumal conter, with the preal citis,
mos ez, imisersitics. und Vibmrics,  Bovauwse of s thaviog commeree,
it has the stmolidion of many resident forcicners. Beoavse of its
commerce. it 5 more nicmationat and desires penee, in ordir to
proteet its business.

Upper Euvpt looks foward. I ic [oeled ouwird, it would not
see the sans of merghont ships, bt only g few scrapdding  camels
crossing the dosert from (he oaser. Beeswse s soll 0s not us fenile
ps that in the Dedsy, the foffohin of Upper Egypt lieve to work
hirder on grotien gad  tertlization, 1t docs not belons o the

1. Armier dear Fowern ooy 28 475,



active wold of the Mediteorancan, eonneeted with Eurtope and Asia.
It belongs to the mwore retarded world of  Africa, connected  with
the Bedju, Abibdih, and Risharin,  Rural and provincid  Lipper
Ezypt 15 cultumlly dependent wpon Tower Epypl

From (he beginning of histery this wosion between Lower and
Vpper Eovpt has exisced, resuliing in strained relations and condant
breakings wpart, Ele Ninth and Tenth Dynusiics of the nonh lought
the Eleventh of the South: Sixteenth Fought the Sevenieenth; and the
Twenty-First cut the lund in two,

Lawer Egypt was ncher in resocrees o in a hipher agniculiural
produciivity, u greater manpower. its closencss ta the copper mings,
and its internwtionu! conmnerce. Lower Egvpl wanled o muintain
peace, in order 1o continue ils cammeree Aud 1o enjoy tis cullure
But the poorer land of Upper Egvpr saw i adsantazes in nilitary
ageresston, In onder 1o sgze und conreel che ncker {onds of e
Delu

Therefare the three preut penods of ancient Egvptian history beran
with conguests from the south. with the Upper Egyptivns defenuing the
Lowur Ezvpirans and wniring the land under a aople rule. Inoche Ferst
Dynasty. the rulers of the Thinite nome came north 1o wnite Egvpt,
In the Eleventh Dynasty and in the Sevenleenti-Eighicenth Dynaslivs,
the rulers of Thebes did the samg.  The ~ Haws 7 of Lower Egypt
mizht be cunteet a3 long as they gould reap their crops and keep up
their commuerge.  ‘The ~Have-nots™ of Upper Epymt were hungeier and
e aZoressive, scoking rhe wnification of Epypl for their own gain,

Even when Epypt was united. it wos  necessary o give full
recopnition bo the fack thut *“the land™ wus acetuafly “the Two Lunds®
Whenever postible, the capital was pluced ar some neuwtrnl puint
belween the two seeltoney, such s Memphis or Herakleopolis.  There
wore alwidys Lwo  ireasuries. oficn (wo  vigicrs, and  somclimes o
cupifals, A necessary eeremony ot 1he corenutien of cach kimg was
“the Liniting of the Two Lunds” under a single rule.

The differcnees belween Lower and Upper Tpypt were vot only

landseape and ecomomy, Thers was ulio 3 disfiuet conirast in cultural
backgrounds, The north wis more closcly tied (o Asia znd the Semites:

1. Gee especiaily Fiirwen vom Deokeril L, Foey and ieaen [ Aepyploiopiscke
Fooychnngen 0 [von] der Driversicit Munchen, 16 Glicksuall, 14%1),
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the south wus sndimatcly related to Afiica and the Semites, This
divergence of origing is begoming Imergasingly €lcur in ancicat Egyplian
relivion, and we sholl retum o the sobjeet in the later lectures,

£1 One arher Dckar wiich skould be mentioned i3 the miportance
of irmeation for the development of e and goyernment. If men have
to use the waler of the Rl aud of wanals for thar Go3ds, those men
have 1o agree.  They must submit o common underslandings and
rules ahoul quantitics of water distnibuted wpon an cquable husis
This &3 an eorly step toward govermment, invelving many villages seling
in agicement of submiltiog 10 4 conmon cuker. 1oy significant that
un ancient Epyptiun expression for loyalty or dependenee wpon snother
15 o be upon his water,” Sugh a pescssity Tor commen rules in the
distribution of 1he wuaters of the Wile s 4 mujor resson why  Eovpt
esthalished the fimr nation in world hictory. It beeane a0 fencton of
thid pulion to sch up waler sepvices. 1o predict and report 1he heighy
and nme of 1he ivundation. snd o gentrol the use of ihe inundation
walers Tor the bencfit of (he entirg lend,

ry Epypt s a good land. and the Epvptiams love jr. Onme of the
slrongest frails inothe Egyptian psyoholosy s a homesickness when
they are abroad, followed by wreat pleasurc when ey reiwrn home,
This wux anosher grear foree v building w united ppoion oul of two
diverse purts. 1t is not mew today.  The great popularity of the
ancient Srory of Si-nohe lies in the fheme of the exile who was  wery
suseesshih abroad bur whe knew when hiz approached old age that he
nust Telumn o Egzvpr. 1t wns ol sery well 1o spend o bmef difclime
i Asia, bur the Egypuians lived farever. and. if you hyve Torcver, tliere
1 ra place s line as the pood fand of kyvpr

2. THE GODS

We modens have been wr our weahest in teyving 1o understand
the religion of aneient Eoyvpt.  Gaods, myrhs, and theadogicul  syswems
seem Lo be an invedved tangle, widh manye contradictions, sa that every
book on religion makes o different presengation. The diffleultics are
many e ull have some unconscioos prawdies, arising out of our own
roligions trainings: the theee thausand yvam of ancicnt Epyptiun relipion
show constant chanpe, bt the texts comtinuz 10 repeat the garliest
formukas: our maost gomprehendive aoecunts of the religron came {rom
the toursis of Greco-Rowcn times, who had as Tisde el comprebension
as modern wunsts; and e Epyprian texis nonmally nresent the final
product of & dong dovelopment, without  giving s the history of that
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development. For cxample, how when ond why did Osins Besoms the
god of the dend? We may specuiate as to his prioe history. as yod
of scocration, us o deilied ruler. or ws & fowd wod of the Asiatic
franticr, but these must remain ghesses. The complicded Listory which
lies before his final emergoree o the cod of the dead can never be
clear and dewaited.

A handbook of Egypuan pods only udds to por confusion.  We
read that Osins was otivinally 4 ved of vepelation, then was identilied
with the Tocal vod Ancdirt a1 Busifis o the Dela, then was identiied
with a pod of e dead. Khenti-imenta. ut Abydos in Middle Euypt.
and thus beeume eod of the dewd. He Is tepresented as a shepherd
and 2 mumoy.  His symbod was a eolumn, Amun, the Hiddeo One™”
a vod of pmive chuos ot Hermopoiis. wes bransforred 10 Thehes,
where he becume precminent, was coiled (o Ra as rthe sun-god and
king of the sods, und becumz tie pod of 1he Egyptinn nation. He is
represented fully in humen form, or with a ram of laleon head,  Amone
his many sucred animits, the mm and the copse ate most common.
How can ane understend such conpicxin

Again, there are alwernotives in the stom about how Owiris dicd
and thus beeame 2 god: of e desd. One myth savs that he drowned
in il MNile. anerher that his wicked brother Seth cur him up inta
pieces and seotiered fhe peces throwchout Egypr and another that
Seth smothered him n 2 great box. which t(hen floated awuy  From
E:vpt Lo Phoemicia.  Qur modem ompulse 35 10 accept only one of
these throe myihs and  diseard: (he ather dwo. Yer the Epyplians
apparently  were able do respoegr ol three,  How can we approuch
their paycholnes ?

at  Cur confusion is the produgt of meodern rationalism and
the atiempt to submit wll pheneomenn v cseientile methed. ™ We
wish 0 fasien things dewn in one single place. We <hould like 1o
=gy caregoneutly o Amun wne only e docul ged of Thebes and
therefore became the pod of the national capital. What we are foreed
to uceepl Ia the preat Honbiliy of ancient Egypuoen refigious thowght.
They looked at their cods 25 buiog heyord human linutations. as being
beyond were rationalism. As pods. they had  infinite ranpe and
possibiiity; it was impossible 1o Limit then o one gnole phuse. Amun
might be invisible ey the ~Hidden One”™ erenowhere g the zir he
might prike hinwself wiable in the sundisk. in the dmage of o seated
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rdler, in A ram, or in 3 pocse; ke might cxpress b ammipeienee hy
temporarily wssoming the form of e woon. the Nile, er the pod Pral.
Wite are weamers men, o deny liminlinile mnge and infinite possibility
uf Tunetion?

What applied to one of the celestial gods applicd alwo o Lhe
pod-kine af Epypl. So we huve w text deseribing King Aman-cm-het 1
as heinr Uw pod Sia whHe wndemstards everything, the sun-voad  Ra,
whoe secs overythingg the pod Khnem, who creates munkind; the
goddess Busicr. wio proweers goud people; and the soddess Sckhmet.
vha ppnishes bad people. Wow vugh of tese — Ra. Ruet, and so
on— was a separile wod or yoddese. Yet the dext dogs net moan
thur Amen-em-het 101 was fife Ra or Basier, Tt mcans that when the
kire saw everything he funtionally does Ra; swhen e poteeted woaard
people he functjonaliy e Baswk and s oont

The application ol this principle of fesibility muy e sctn in the
Book of the Dead, in a series af tmnsformations for the benelit of the
dead man. In deatl he has Become o sod, capichle of anlinile vamicly
of fumction and wppeurance. So a serics of chaplers in the Book of
the Dead vive hinu the mavical power fo wlanze himself inle a fulcon,
a lotws, the cod Pial. & crocedily, and so oo with the dirst chupler
cntitled @ ~The spelh for taking wny fomm he wishes,” " This does not
mean thot the dead man was to heeonwe a faleon or 4 lotos fhroughout
etermity,  TUoammmt thab he owis given the pewer 1o assums amy
temporary farm wlich his Juney siroested. He remained  the sume
pod-asa-dead-man, with the divine power of infinite Tunpe.

Ore may Took at tie anths in the swne way, The Eoyptinn
stones af the oreedan say thar it woek pluce npon o mound ansing
out of the waters of presureation chaes, dike u monnd of canh rising
up. out of the warters of the Wile nundation.  We moderns think
thut this mound must have been i soms one plage, like Heliopolis
U home of the creator god Atum. But w the ancicet Egyptians
the mound wus 18 Heliopelis. Memphis. Abydos. Thehes, Henmonthis,
and sa oo, in caeh of the divine — and theelore creative - shanes of
Epypt.  Creation did vol 1ake place in one plwse anly: crealion wus &
mirnels of gl the hlessed land of Ezypr and of every ereative pod.
[ndecd, creaion went on wnd oo throusl the beneficent genon of every

b Aveieny Meoe Pestern Toads, 431
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kinr. so that the royel pyramid srose out of the far plaead, just as the
creabion mound arase oub of the flar wawers. By the prear fleximlity of
Epypian religious thought, vvery temb and cvery divine womb was
equally guoalitied (o muke or Lo mainain life!

Flexibiliy then means the divine powser to fage muany  dilTerent
situalions wivh full capakility for cach of 1hem. a capability which is
recontized by the transfereace of tunciion, power. and appearance from
one god to ynother.  This Mlekibiliny T wlso been called ~the sulidiey
of several avenuwes of approach at enc und the same time” Wiat it
means involves the normul distinetion amony different gods, but their
possibiliyy of temporry identificiiion for temporary functional purpese.
Thus a text wiich sates that Amun-Ra-Har-akhii is plad 1o be the Nile
or the moon or the pod Ptah is nor really monoihestie,.  Rather, gt s
an illustration of this wide ranue of possibility, involving couperation
and temporary inlerchanse amonyr  different gods?  The apparent
eonfusion of Evyptian relidion was the confusion of molion. 1t i3 asif
a vod could not he represenied by a fed stetue, se that he abways
had 10 be ahe same, bub were wepresenied by s cinema of his many
agtivitics, so that he appeared o many diflerent aspests. in order tw Jit
his muny furclions,

by If this was truly the situabion which we sce in hestoeigal
tires, how did it come 10 be so!  Waus there perbaps u simpler
arrargement of pods in primiiive linwe, reaching the intricale conplexity
throurh 2 slow develapmicnt?  We eanmot be sure, bul we wun inake
some theorcs 10 unswer (o this question,

On prounds parily of observation and panly of dicory. we might
group ihe Eryptian gods info three vlasses® 1) There wete fle
Pliee-gods, who helonged to a peopruphic arca. sueh as dubti of
Omhbos, Ulo of Buto, Min of Kerlos, and -0 on: Anubs of the 12ih,
17, and 18th Upper Egyptian nemes, and so on; Seth of Lpner Egvpt.
Uto of Lower kpypt und so0on. 2 There wore the v trre-oets. who

I. Herri Frankfort et b The fovedlecie o Adeonticre of dmivar fan
( Chicazo. 1udng, 3723,

2. ad., 0.

1 Jemeieand viwr Lastern Feare, 371 L

4, The dangers of making such fised cargrones dor the ancicres =hanld P
emphasiessh. Tven m primitise Limes the sitidion musl have been nee Fiaid and
complox than is bery sugpested. The grongd 40 mahe mosd glasses 15 mecoisary
ta the atempt tao wndersczod,
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stugd for some natum! of gosmic phenemenon, such as T 1he sun:
Thoth, the Moon: O%irs. the seqetation, and so on. Within this group
helomes 1he Einead of Heliopelis @ Alum, the unsverse: Shu and Telnu.
air and molsioee: Geb oand Mul, esrth and sky: Osiris and lsis. the
vesetation; and Seth and Nephthys, the desert: as well as Horus, Lhe
sky. 3} There were Ihc function-geds, wha stood for muankind's
activities or slates or cehndonships, sueh as Heget, ehildbidh; Osiris,
death: Prah. ams oand gralis: Seshat. wnting;, Thoih, wisdom: Wagt,
truth, and 0 on, Ia the course of historicdl developmuenL s simple 2
theorelicul paidern became vory imtrwure, 88 Thoth was & place-pod in
Huermopulis, was 4 cosmic-zud as the mouon, and was a funciien-god as
the putron of wisdom,

We shull not deal with the Tonetian-gads. siney they are probuhly
a creation of later theolorical syslems, and not poimitive,  They bolony
(o bBstone or nearly historie times, whwn thw speaalizacion of prolession
among mankind was rcfected by a specializaiion of function wmong
pods.  Then professionsl pozsts bepan to colarge the anributes of dwir
pods by ascribing to them specilic responsihilitics over phoses of
orpuniad and satled Gl

w.) ‘The placepods and the nuslurepods are thosz of o
pamitive fimes Tt has recenely heen arpucd ther rhese gods may
he divided by their origins © the Asialc type of god i« more hiely
to hy @ aure-pod, wherens the Alfrican bpe of pod is mrare likely
do be a plice-gad.

The African place-zods ace 2 kind of fetich or symhal Jor a
community, trihe or village.  This may be oan oanimal, @ (ee, a
strenuely shaped stone, of seme other visibfe glement. IE o villaze has
chosen a crocodile as it fotish. this does not pean that cvery crocedils
wus a god (0 them,  Rather, thweir god mizht manifost himsell 1o tiem
in a crogodile, if e so desited. Bo ahut village mipghl proteet and feed
one speginl crocodile for their pod’s use. so that he woull proscet. Feed.
and advange than,  MNear that village, other villages may hive laken a
tree or a bird or un arrow a2s fietishes. They bad nadhine to do with
the forecs of nature and nothing 1o do with any specific activiny of
man; they were enly pods of places. Evyplian an usually depwsted such
goda in their letish lrom. ot with zn animal or other head upon a
human hady,  Such a system corresponds to modem observation ameny
African tribes, but is nor knawn among the Semilic of  Asiatic
s¥sleds,

I %on Bechersih, oo o, 14 460 piving gredit to 71 Siock,
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To these may be contrasied the nature-gods, who have no geographic
location but who belonz fo the universe and 1s weckiogs,  Osiris, the
god who dicd, hus his Asislie parallels in Adonis or Tammuz,  Fsis,
who wenl seacching for her husband, is loosely rellected in Lshtar's
deseent inta the lower world.  The replasement of the rads of primordial
ghuos by the successive penerauons of the Ennead is paralleled in Semitic
and Sumcrian slorgs of creation, Such gods and myths appear n
Asiu, mot in Africa.  Eoyptian art is more likely to depict them in full
anthropemerphic from. To » marked devree. many of the nature-gods
may be refaled te the Della und thus o Asiz many of the felish
place-gods 1o Upper Epypt and thus to Africa.

dy  However, most of this is visihle 1o ws in kistordcul limes,
whon the mwe earlior systems have bgeome tansted by the passage of
time undd by the senial Egyptian Aexibility and  agecommodution, Ra
wits no longer simply the sunmrod: he had been made the place-ged of
Heligpotis and had been civen the Tunctien of rule over 1he other
gods. M™uhti wus po longer simply god of Ombos; be had been given
a laree pliwce ic Upper Cuypt, had been eguated with the deseri-god
Scth, und had been made responsible for the thunderin 1he sky, clouds,
and storm. The result was that extraordinary overlappiny and interlock-
ing of sods and myths which we have seenm above. The picture is very
cumplea because the roots lic very deep.

The fumiliar slory of Osins jilustrates this complexity, A ruling
vod QOsids was kiiled by his brother Seth,  1sis, the wife and sister of
Osims, went abodd 1n seurgh of Bim, snd suceceded in restoriny him to
some form of cxislonee, so (hat he was able 1o function as the gud of
the dead.  Tsis hid in the Dwetia swamps wneil her son Horos was bomn.
Horus lought sgainst his wncle Scth, lo avenee his Tather Osins and
lo win buck the rule of his father. Horus was vigtorious in ghat fight,
but lost one of his cyes, whigh hud 1o be restored by magic carried
aut by the meon-pad Thoth,

The core of this story belonys 1o the north snd 1o the naturc-nods
of the nontu @ Osins the seotanon which dies every year and Sethohe
dry desert which kills the vepetation: [sis the anoual reswwation of
vepmtuble and anmimal Life: Horus the sk, with the sun and moon as
his two eyes, and Lhe moon restored every month. Bl the pluve-gods
bacome praflied on Lhe story, so that Horus comes 1o represent Lower
Epvpt und Seth Lpper Egype the viclorious Hotus comes 1@ represent
the king-futish of the entire Lind, snd 1sis beloogs o the Delta.  Ancicnt
Epvpt never discarded anything which had been hallowed by religion,
but succeeded in working cach element into place.
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The Egypuuns hud o penius for sceunng the cooperstion of
differcnl people and different theological systems.  Competitors [ike Lhe
¥ong und Ra, Horus and Scth, Ra and Amun were brought mto
harmonious working relations, insiead of cac of them conguering and
elimimaing the other. The Kine Became (he Son of Ra. Horus and
Seth were combined into the King of Upper and Lower Egypt.  Amun
znd Ra were merged as Amun-Ru, the King of the Gods.  This genius
for iolerance, compromise, and cooprration broke down wnly onex, in
the Amarmna Revoluton of Aklien-Alon, when that pharmach teisd 1o
climinate competiters instcud” of mergiog them, Mormally the Egyptians
showed a wonderinl kospitality and toleranes.

c) Anciomy BEuypt was 4 suered statc o the government, art
lilerature, social lite, and w0 on were ol puns of religion, The basis
principte of Epyptinn rakimion, affecting all these forms of life, appedred
it the word metal, which we commanly tmnslate “uth’' or “justice.”
Wae may also understund 10 wma’ef “good order” or “whitever is right"
ar “conformance with the balineed sywcm which the sods gave at
creation.™ It invohed right relarions botween pods snd gods, between
men and pods, aod belween men and mee The gods mee’ef at the
creation: eery kior restored and reaffinned mesr ot bis coropgtion.
More thun that, every king wos sepposed 1o offer pa'et {o every pod
in every temple cvery dhiy, as the assurance 1hat he was maintaining
order in the land.

This  goycruing and guiding principle appears i Egyptiin
architecture, with iz wondedul stubiliny and propertion. It appears in
art, which loved orderly arrangerment and ihe counter-balance of
difurent clements. It is fhe key o the whloinges and  cempromiscs
which kcpt the Egyplian pods in harmownious cooperation for three
thousand years,

The sysiem of mo'nt meant mainwining good onder, like the
order which was eslublisked at (he creation, but it did net mean
maintsinine exadtly the same order as in prehistovic or varly histone
times. It weant keeping thinps urderly, balanced, and peageful ar any
ore Umeg, and this could ivolve compromises, wdjustments,  and
alterations.  Conscyuently, the Euyptian system always iried fo be the
same, in the sense that it bad been walerant, foxible, and aceommodating
frona the beginning, but il was always open to ¢hange. in the souse
thal et permitled readjustment W pew condition. Tt 13 an error ta
assert thit Egypt was busically static wad infleable  throughout  het
history.  An influxibbe culiere could rot last theoe Wwovsand  yeors.
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£ Al pengralizations ahout ancient Egypf have {0 pabse and
cotsider an abnormzl movement, and that is the religious, poliucal,
social, and inlcllecteal revolurion under 1he hereric pharach Akh-en-Alen
ghout 1365 B.C. Akl-er-Aton was not tolerant, flexible, and accomme-
dating: he was intolerunt, uncompromising, abrupt, and vielent. He
tried to take advanmge of the gredual champes in Leyptian Life which
had come in with the Empire, ¢sepeially after 1470 B.C, and give them
4 sudden and brutal twist. Epyptian relivious art hed been timelass
and wpuceless, bocause the pods and the diefied dead live forever in
paradise - in unlimitcd timg and in wnlimited space — so that emple
att and omb art should not show any temporary location which might
suggest changy and. decey.  Akb-en-gfon tried to ntreduee into art
the here and now ¢ kis own daily activities in Tell el-Amarna, At
had becn sercne, unwvinetional, and other-worldly, as.the gods are calm
in etemity. Akh-en-Aton mtroduged the lemporary, the esciled, and
the emationyl.  LEgyplan politics bad solved ifs compelivens by
compromisea and ecooperatons, the interworking of the king with the
preat temples, of the priests and the wivil service, of Memphis and
Thebes. or of Ra and Amun. The puluce, the pricsthoods, the civil
servige, nnd the army kad all been in balance, in 't Akleen-A10n,
with the backing of the army, tricd (0 overthrow this balanee w0 his
own advantaze, by reducing the powers of the priestheods and civil
scrvice.  This was sudden, violent. ood un-Egyptian.

In relipion. Akh=cn-Alon tried to eliminate at onee all the power-
ful and accepted old pods.' and lo introduce a single line of roligious
fuith : Akh-en-Aton and his wifie worshipped a single god, the living-
giving power of the sun-disk, called 1he Aton. whereas all of the peeple
worshipped only Akh-cn-Aton as the same old pod-king of the siate.
This single lineg rehipion thed seddenly gnd viclently to replace the old
Rexibility, which had permitted a complex bur cooperative relation
among pods, whereby Amun might now be independent of Ra and Iater
merged with him ps Amun-Ra. In the older system there had been
acceptance and retention, iosiend of elimination,  Akh-en-Aton’s relizion
was so intolerant and un-Egyptian that, afier -his death, it had to be
reiccled as Lercsy. His movements in ar. lanpuage, and social kfe
might reman in later times: his relizion had to ro.

L Or nearly afl. The carlier. name of the Alen inchuded the old gods
Ra, Hurakhi, and Shu; the later nzne included Ra, Maat, -Truh,' and Shay,
“Fale™' were wiitien at pod's mumes in e Az texts
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Despite the concentration of Amarna religion. it is impossible Lo
regatd it as ue monotheism. 1t is true that Akh-cn-Aton gl Neferr-iti
worshipped only the Aton. It is true that he rojected the old pods and
had their names hacked out of 1the old inscripiions, paricularly the
name of Amun and the words, “all the geds” It 15 also truc that he
addressed the Aton as “thou sole pod,’’ althouph this was o fonn of
addresz used (0 other gods much earlicr than Amarpa 1imes and was
simply a congentraied form of worship, ruther than monotheism: Up
to Lhis paint Akh-cn-Aton might be galled 2 monotheist. But he
aceepied his followem worship of him as a second pod, and, as far as
wi can sec. his MoMowers womhipped him rather than the Aton, and
mude their obeisances and prayers to hon alene. In that respect they
alsa might be called monotheists, hat there were sull at least two godds
at Amarna. B wus 26 close as the aneient Bpyplians ever ¢ume loward
monotheism, but it was not a truc Tocus upen o single god, either in
theory or in prachice.

) S0 Akh-en-Alon's revolution fuiled, and Eeypr went back o
the oldsr and morg claborte mo'etf, with its compliertocd, toleranees
and imterweavimgs.  Mut it was never gquite the same again. Sinee
intoletanee had entered it onee, introducing botreds and persecutions,
il was never again as happily Mexible as it had been. From that tite
on, Eryptian religion hardencd and becume mpid, Tt became increasingly
niualistic. a matier of fixed forms nnd pracnices. It boeume inmforested
in the precise way in which prayers or offcrings might he made, in
magic and in divination. Then il Jost its earlier vigor and joy of Lifc.
Tiie emphasis of the mortvary religion changed from an atiempt io
continue this good life forewver 1o the promise of the next hife as heiter
and az & reward for enduting the limitations of this difu.

When Fgypian religion hardened into form. the Egyptian state
sullered, beciuse religion ro fonger helped by making adjustments o
changping times. When religion could not offer the new hut only the
old, when the king was made a mere priestly frurehead for the state,
Egypt went into her lawr wezkness and division info small states.
Withoul the old flexibifity, she substiioted merg form and outer appea-
rance for tolerance and inner spirit,

1. THE XING

a) The sipnificant fuct about the sucred stale of ancient Feypl
was Lhe insistent belief that dbe king was o pod. It was pot that he
ruled by the Gmee of God;*” ho sas 2 eod.  He was the connecting
link belween pods and mes.  He was hom s the physica! sen of
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Ha; while bhe was living he was the god Horas; and when he dicd
he beeame the god Osivis. And he was a god. ““the poed god,™ in his
own mame and person. In theery and praciice, the Egyplun state
cperated wupon the firm belief that Egypr — and only Epypl — was
owned and ruled by a pod. not a man.

In this belief, Ewypr differed from her neighbors in Asia. In
Dabylonia the king was not @ god himself; he was a steward acting
for the gods, wlio were ubsent on the business of gods. The
Babylonian king may be culled eilther the overseer over the land
belonming io the gods or the priest who served the pod of the
city-state. He had no diving right of his own only the right siven
him by the Babylonian gods. So atso, Suel David, and Solomon
served as kings of the Hebrows because thoy were anointcd to be
rulers over Jahweh's property,

In contrast to these Asiatic countries, the Euyptian state was
founded on the theory that rule was a divine activity of ownership
and demanded a god who was night dowr on earth, busy as his divine
rule every hour of every day. In the full theory of kingship, the
pharach was the state : 1he high minisiers and their underscereiaries,
the parliament which prade the laws, and the courts which enlorced
the laws. In theory he was responsible for every governmental
writing in Egypt, led the amy or police in every action, fixed and
collected the Laxes, controlled the commerce moving aleny the Nile
and coming from foreiyn countries, led the mining and quarrying
expeditions, repulated the flow of uw Nile and the use of its walers,
and sct the times for plowing and harvesiing. o theory he owned
cvery feddun of land in Egypt, unless he had been pleased to give it
to another gwad. And, since this was a religious siate, in theory he
was the sole priest of every god, secving each wod of cvery tlemple
every day.

The overwhelming responsibility of this theory of one individual
doing cvetything can only be accepted if that individual is a pod,
capable of working miracles. Tt witl also help to expluin why Ezypt
formed the first nation, composed out of these twe diflerent lands of
Lower and Upper Eeypt.  The King of Loypt did not come from onc
of the two lands. He came from the rcalm of the pods, which is
sll-embracing, ond so he was theorelically zceeptable as king in cvery
part of Egypt. Thus Fyypt had a united nation about 3000 B.C.
whereas the nations which were not ruled by a god continued to be
fimited city-states for a full millennium afier that date,
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by How did this come about. in Egypt and nov in the Asialic
countries?  We have already poted the distinetion between the place-
{ods and the nature-pads, as well as the probable Afirican origin of
the .place-gods. The King of Epypt was the place-pod of Epyvpt
Furthee, his role was assenied by a series of Afncan fetishes @ the
Horus falcon, the swet march-plunt and the bee, the Uwo cobra and
the MNekhbet volure, The ferms of description of his tule fit forms
and pructices of Africa, rether than of Asiat Thos it seems highly
prebably that the unigue idea in Egypt ihai the king was a god
came oul of Aldca and belonged natively w the sail of Lipper
Eoypt.

c) Wo return Lo that theory of the state hy which the king
carmied put every activity.  His word alone was law, as much as
though it had been formulated by a legislative assembly and published
in- formal legal desuments. Here we see snother difference helween
Eeypt and Babylonia, where there was o series of codes  detailed
law, handed down from a god Lo rufer. Law, in the sense of dofi-
nilely wrntten authority, whiell might be consulted by usny litewate
man. was the normal in Mesopotamia and its neighboring countries,
Tn Epypt there were no codes of law, because it was not necessary.
Only Egypt hod a pod. as a mler; he was the stafe. and his spoken
word was the unchallengad law,

Obviausly it was impossible in practice for the phargoh to do
cverything which the constifution insisted that he did. He had to
have his deputies and stewards, who could go here and there and
carry out his divine werd. He had lo have cabingt ministers, officials
in the provinces. generals in the srmies, and priests in the femples.
Just a5 the Habylomian pods made the Babylonian king their reprosens
tative, se the Ezyption pod who was the king madec ordinary men
his representutives,

OF ecoutse, when the state was simple and the povernment
small, it was pessible {o take the chief deputies right out of the royal
family, from the princes who carried some of the seed of the gad. The
Crown Prinee mizht be anpeinted the Vizier, or latet the commander
of the army. Onc imporlant official was “ihe Sealbearer of the King
of Lower Exypr* a man who were zbout his neck the signet of the
king, so that he might «ffix the royal name to decuments and thus

1. M. Framkforl Rémpuinp wnd it £ode 1Chicoge, 1980, esp. pp. 3334,
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make thzm official. This responsible office controlled the movement of
poods along the Nile and perhaps from forcien countries. Tn the ezrly
Old Kinpgdom, only 2 son of the king could become Scalbearer of the
King of Lower Epypt, carrying out the king's will so directly. But as
the pavernment became large and complex, as poods had te move in
great quantity in many pans of Egypt, this office was conferred upon
men.who were not related to the king but whe might be trusted to act
responisibly for him.

As time went on, Egypt built up & [arre official class from the
nobility, including the royal family but not restricled to it, forming the
esseritial eivil service of the slale. Commonly such offices might be
conferred upon father and son for generations, bul this was a matter
of habit and training rather than of rule. With such deputized res-
ponsibility, there was built up a body of men of independent initiative,

which uvltimately would present 8 competition to the power of the
throné.

The samc delegation of office by the king apphed 1o the temples.
Scenes and texts show the theory of temple service, hy which the king
was the sole priest of every god every day, only he had relations both
to gods and w0 men. Obviously the king could not camy out the
daily mitual and the festival cerernonies for every local god in the land,
So priests were deleyated to act for the king in serving the gods in
the temples, just a3 civil strvants acted in the royal neme in the
povernment.  When a pricst konocked on the door of a shrine in o
temple to wake the god up, he assured the god that it was all nght,
because: the king had sent him, so that iz was acting with proper
authority. As in the ease of ihe civil service, perennisl peactice
gradually pave the prigsts preater independence and grealer power.

d) Thus we reach a question which cennot be apswered © How
much power did the king really have? In par. it cannot be enswered
because the sitwation changed from oge to age. The overwhelming
size of the pyramids of the Fourth Dynasty show a conceniration of
authority with the king. just as (he relatively large sun-temples of the
Fifih Dynasty show the competing power af the priesthood of Helio-
pokis at that time.  The dependent clustering of the tombs of the
tables around the king’s pyramid in the Fourth Dynasty contrasts with
the independent location of the tombs of the nobles in their own home
districis in the Sixth Dynasty. In the First Intermediate Pezriod, when
the centralized state treke down, nohles capiured some of the preroga-
tives and dignities of the king and never sucrenderad some of them, as
wo shall see later
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The thearciical pewer of the god-lang wus absolule, This wis a
syslem in which crerybody believed that the king was a pod, including
the king himself.  He was born {o belieye it: be was twught it before he
could walk or wik.  This was 1he central sapporting poest of the Egyptian
cultural system.  IF ihere had bheen any skepticsm aboui the king's
divinity, thul system. could not have lasied three thovsand years.

However., we cannot really say that the Jung was free to do
whatcver he wanied. He was the creature of & body of beliefs and
practices whick had been set wp in grehisloric (smes and  had  been
enlatged by increasing forms and ablipahons in histenc timues, The
writers of Orego-Roman simes el us that the king could not even
1ake a walk or a bath except according 1o 1he rales laid down for his
life, because i was ubsolutely roywired of the king that he should do
whal the laws siipdoted wnd net what he thoushr best.™ ' Probuhly
the resiriclions wore Dol sd Dzorous o earier times. but the general
principlc would be similar @ one who has to he a god is controlled
by religion for more stpetly ihan un ondinory. Cretainly the kings
would be hyatant about exercising individual judpgment in defiance of
the roligious relds.  And their duys and hours must have been reaulated
hy ceretnomics aod oablizations.

The exercise of persomal inftisbve and power must ave becn a
matter of individua! persomality. This brings us to another hifficult
guestion © Are we permilted lo resognize uny  indeiduality o the
Egypiian phareohs over the spun of thovsands of yoars and  through
the woil of the dogma of his uichanging diviniy 7

e} Recently two dilleremt sehofars have denied elewr and recoe-
rizable personulity to the pharaohs, ahhough on guiie different prounds,
One of them iakes Akh-en-Aton (lkhnuton) as his example for the
urgument that the se-called great man is mercdy the ereature and ths
instrument of sociely in ity sirueele for existence: in himself he s no
mere than ofwer men. “The fuet 45 thur we know sory lictle sheut
Tkhnuwton a3 a polisical Npure and vidually nething aboul his.pursonulity
and charaeler' This scholar argues that the moving process of cutfure
15 all-impordant ~We cun come te no olher conchwion than that the
generel trend of events would hawe hecn the sume had Ikhoaton heen
bt o sack of sawdust,™ "

1. Dhodorus Siculus, {, 701
X Leskie A Whie, *HkRnafon ; the Geett Man - the Culiute Process™ m
Sournm uf the dmericun Crieneet Saciere. B8 (1948, 21 -114,
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The second autheriry insists that we eap never roally know any
of the pharachs becsuse art and literature show us the ideal, rather
than -the real; the same eternal idealization of a god, instead of the
personzal portrait of a man. *The Egyplian monuments and toxts. ..
consistently hide the individuality of the kings under generalities. The
rulers in whose name ewery act of govermmeni was undertaken, whao
erected great monuments and prided themselves on ercat  deeds,
remain totally impersanal o ws. ... The differences between the royal
heads are larpely thase of period. ... Uninseribed stathes can almost
always be assipned to a piven peried, hardly ever with cerlointy to
an individusl ruber,’ ?

An old-Tashioned schotar finds these denials somewhut shocking.
Under the trappingy of geds, the kings of Egypt had human heans;
under their eltboratc crowns there were human minds, reagting to
Tove and hate, ambition and mistrust, anger and desire, Cerdainly
art and literature set up 2n ideal standard by which (o show the
same old pod-king of Epypt from the beginning to the cnd, but it
is really remackaeble how offen we can come to know individual kings
as distinet personzlibies {n theie own nght, Legend makes Snefru of
the Fourth Dynasty a democrdflic and approachable king, who called
his courliers “my Friends,” and who was not ashamed o pigk up a
pen and wrile down persenslly what pleased him.*  Thut-reose 11
was caflainly @ man of temific cnergy and preat personal courage, a very
supcessful organizer of empire.  Ramsei 11 was ineurably wuin and
devoted o big things : big monuments and extoavagant tlales about
what he hed done. Pi-ankhi was a fierge provineinl Bedwwi, very
religious, with a high code of hanor, and a great lover of horses, These
kings were conceded complete power as pods; if they had any imagi-
native or skilful personality their influence upon the stafle most have
been sitong. Mo imporiant agtivity in the state eould. have been under-
taken without thetr participatian.

Certainly the central thepry of state, that the king was @ pod. was
carrfed out by art and Lrergluee by showing the ruler in his idesl,  They
appear as slrong, vigorods, and wise young men in the prme of life,
never as wrinkled old men, with har and weeth fallen oot near-sighoed
and fumbling. The sume kind of idealization 15 known in olher coltures,
Modermly the use of skillul phetogrephy suceeeds in making fifm actress

1. M. Frankfont, dniieae Emption Kelgion 4o Frrtorpretativa {™New  Yurk,
1HR), 46—47.

1 BalGscombe Gunn, in Jusrrad of Foyptian  Aslaeafogy, XM {1026 )
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loak Jike every other film aciress. With the coming of television, there
will be a desire to make I poliucal condidates look youlhful, blooming,
and Angient Egypt alse hud sie make-up and its parallel o modern
pamera art.”’

Howewer, again you con see 21 individual under the make-up. [t
is rot simply o matter of changing styles from period o period. so thal
you cin tell the dysasly but not the pharaoh. In the Fourth Dynasty,
Khaf-Re looks very different (ram his successor Men-kau-Re. In the
Twelfth Dynucty, It is possible to distinguish Sen-Usert T from bis
suceessor. Atien-em-het Wf. Certzinly, in the Eigliteenth Dynasry, 1he
encrpctie and matter-of-fact Amei-hotep 1 could never be confused
with his sueeessor. tha brooding and  famaticul  Akh-en-Alon, who, in
1urn. looks very dillerent frem his son-insdaw Tut-unkh-dmun,  In cach
case there is some idealizition, but the ezl individozl ean be scem
wnder the idealization.

What 15 true 4n arl is also true in lierature.  To he sure, kings
normitly wsed the time-honored weords for public purpesce. so that the
toxts sound  very much the same. But cfoser study shows such cxtr-
ordinary saricty in the use of the old formulus thut one suspects o
conscivus desire 4o try for indwvedual touches  Flashes of distinel
personalily 4 not as common as we should ke hut they do appear.
Wicn the Sisth Dypasty phersoh Pepi 1D heard thar one of his nobles
was hrigging back from Africa a dancing pygmy lor royal enterlainment.
the king wrole an entbusiasiie letter, full of instrucuions on how to keep
the liide man safe oo the jourmey. ~1F you reagh the courTt and this
preenly 3 st with yow, ahve, safe, and heaWthy, my majesty wiil de
something greal Tor-you!" ' This sounds like extravagant enthusissm For
something wiomponant untl we realize that this king could handly huve
been poch more than seven years afd at the e I dictaced that latter.
We are permitted 1o hear the pleasure of o small boy, rather thzn a
rod,

Mear the Sphind of Gizah stunds the so-called Sports Siela of
amen-hoeh 1T of the Eighteenth Dynasty, His account of his athletie
tsiumphs does comform to a pattern of his age. but ol the end we have
8 distinctly peonal touch. The text tells how he drove his horses
around the Grizah platcau when he wos o boy. He liked the place e
nuuch that whea he heeame king ke had o west-house crected there, in
raemary af his youlhful pleassres.  Here he was not an unwearying god,
but 2 boy happy lo vweape from the tireseme rouline of the palace®

. Breasted, Anciems Keoome T, 8 353,
2 Hchm Hussan, in denaler de Secrfoe g dariquiive de f'f:.'.:{:\'pff'. X vil
(lu3™y 133 M
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Then there was that puritan and back-country pentleman Pieankhi,
who came north out of Ethiopia and besicged- the town of Heemopolis
in Maddle Egypt for scveral months, until ~Hermopolis was foul ta the
nose, without 13 usual fragrumec.”™  Finally the town pave in, and Pi-
ankhi enfered i triumph Lo receive the serrender of the Tpeal phnee.
As sopn a4 this wus over, he went to the stables, and when he saw that
the horwses had been stacving, he was very indignant @ I swear, by Rao...
that I think that this is worse, that my horses have been starving, (han
any other cnme that you have commitied!"  Under the god, there.was
a man who loved horses more than anyihing else?

The rames of the pharaohs and of their families run in pattcms,
g0 that o Sen-Usert is characterisiie 6f the Twellith Dynusty or a
Thut-mose of the Eishteemih. But even here we have individuzl
charactenizations. A king's son was called “the Cat:" a king’s daughter
was nicknamed Nosy:'" several phirsohs were named “Pot-Ticlly;'”
and ong king had a name which ean only be transtated * Mighty
Donkey™!”  Psople could not help thinking of thesc pharachs in
individual lerms.

Ta return to the personality of Akh-en-Afon, there is a remar-
kahle apreerment between his appearance wnd  his revoldlion.  The
revolution wus marnificent nonsense. It wuas nonscnse from  the
standpoint of powcr politics and Egypl's place in the international
world; it was nomsense from the standpoint of eeonmics und commerce
and taxes. To had its maenificence in o dremm of simple and natural
relations bebween the worshipper and the life-giving sun, beiween the
king und his people. Now the stetues, reliefs, and texts make Akh-
en-Aton just that sort of an improctical drcamer. fanalical enouph
about his vision to saenifliee (he power and the wealth of the stute,
Cerlainly the movement did not fashion his peculiar appearance, but
his pppearance zzrocs wemarkably with the pawre of the movement.
T do hearlily agree with Dreasted that Akh—cn-Aten was a real individual,
although it is not so easy to agree that he was “the first individual
in human history.™?  Moany of the phurzohs and runy of the erdi-
riry Egyptians before Akh-n-Alon's time showed clear 2nd recopnizable
individualiny.

1. Breisted, W, I"n-". ] B0,

2. Bamiv, H Guuthier, Le Fiece des nos d'Eoople (MEmnires de PTastilut,
Franeaiz Yol 1Y Caro, 18141, 1L 3 n, 4; Fenedj, H. Ranke, Dir deyptischen
Prrsuneneemen { Glickatzdl 1935 523, 1, 14740 Khety, Giothier, e w1
181206 Aa.gem, Ranke, ap, cin, I 1R3

3. 1. L Bewoed, 4 ﬂl'-..h.l."_r uf' !'.'-E'J'pl {Mew Youk 1993_]. 156
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£) The final fate of the god-king and ef his personal power
within the slare will be briefly discussed in the {inal lecture, 1t may be
restaled here in these lerms.  Egypt became so wgreat a stale thar
thetusands of men acled as officiels and priesis, with considerable
persanal authority.  Thus on their initiative, civil servanis, priests, and
commanders of the army were teally competitive with the kine,  In the
end, he proved to be tho weakest of them. jusl becausc he was a eod
who stood as the symbol, as the fetish for the state. In that position
he was more constrained than they; he was wsed by the sysiem more
than he was able 10 use others, Thuos he cnded. afer the fall of the

Empire, mere lrely a mere symbel and fizurchead than he had becn in
the period of Egypt's might.

4. THE EGYTPTIANS

This lecture i5 not entitled *“the People,” because that term
commonly means the masses; the Jellihin, servants, soldiers, sailors,
and merchants, We do not know enough about the masses to detail
theie life; they have left us hardly any writings, tombs. or pemonal
belongings. They ‘were the muscle and bone of ancient Feypt. bur we
huve Lo corcenirate on the head, heart, and hands @ e king, the pods,
and 1he nobles,

We do know u great about the upper and middle classes, who
have left us lombs, insgription, and pemenal belongings = the nobles,
officials priests, artists, and povernment elerks. They were pel pods in
lifz, becainse they were not kings. T the Ximg was the head of the state,
they were his hands. They were the well-io-do and literale pecple whao
carricd the active burden of the sabe.

Something should be said brielly about the ancient Egyptian word
remetf, “people.”  This meant men in comtrasi Lo gods, men in contrast
to animaty, and living men in contrast i 1he dead. 1t alse had a
specizl meaning to the Epyptians. When they said remetf. they meunt
“the People™ of Egypt only. Foreigners were known by regional pames.
The Nuohians and Sudanese were catled Nehsiz, the Libyans Tebenn,
the Mediterraneans Heuw-nebut, ond the Asiaties drwun. Bat untit [ate
times there was no regional name which meant “Cgypi-ians,™ they ware
“the People'” parexcelfence.  Apain we see that sense ol special
providenee for the people who lived along the Nile, a superiority fo the
fareigners, who lived in less happy places.



a) We hove already secen that King 1ews the state, that he ewned
the land and the people. He was the god, his people were only men
How did this work ol in practice?

The Fullest theory may correspond Lo actuyl] practice in earliest
times. Then the people were his. personal servants, dependent upoan him
for whatever was pood - land. a pood jnundation, food, commercs,
praspenity, high position, and cven a life after death  This uppears in
their physical aituchment to him in the location of their tombs around
his pyramid und in their texis. Pracligally every fovor which they desired
from the gods was called “a favor which the king gives.”

In the eurlier Cld Kinpdom, the tembs of the nobles clung tightly
to the royal pyramd in the great cemeteries of Gizzah and Sakkarah.
The king was a ged. so that he would cenainty live as a god alter
death. But men were not gods. How could they be assured of any
exisfence after death? Pechaps if the king needed them in the mext
world as his continuing attendamis and servants, they might live with
him unte etermity. That noble who had been Minister of Public Works
might contirtue o be the deed king's Minisier of Public Works in the
next world. The Royul Barber and the Royal Physician might serve
their king uller death. 8o they clustered their tombs around his tomb,
on the side snd in the rear, just as the quarders of servanis are on the
side and in the rear of the howse in. this world.

There are a few indications that in primitive tmes this immediate
atlendance upon the ruler may have been carmed out in.grim carmest by
o mass sacrifice of personal servanls ab dw vayal borial, Just as the
lord’s tamb contained his furniwre, food, and glothing, so it might
conluin hizs gook, butler, valct, bulcher, baker, sandal-maker, and so on,
all buried with him at his funeral for his use in poradisc.  Our cases of
such mass sacrifice are few.  Tn the Iirst Dynasly, a royal princecss was
buried at Sakkarzh together with a large number of servants? Under
the Twelfth Dynasty and up at the Third Cataract. an Egyplian pobls
was bured in accompaniment with at least one hundred local servanis *
Whether these two are isolated, exceptional. or vestigial we do no

know.

L Amerivan Journal of Arefieeagy, LL (19473 132,
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Apparenily such mass saerifices consisted only ol personal servants,
not of officials or nebles. Tn historcal Tames they ceased and  were
replaced by the substitcion of strvant starucs and reliefs, Such stone
stawees of servants at specific tasks of breud-rmuking, browang, making
musi, and =0 on, somgimes have an inscription carrying the name of
a duefiniic servant,  Similarly, the reliefs on 1he somb walls frequently
carry the names of abtendunts or servanis.  The psychology was clecarly
onc of dependent attachmerl. 18 the Jang never died and necded his
nobles in e next world. they clung to him as his senvants.  In like
mannzr, the zhiendants and servants of the nobler clume to their
masters, '"Without these comneclions to the god-Wing, perhaps pa ong
could live foruver.

k) The king was stroneest in the eurly Qld Kingdom, when ihc
Eoyptinn sfate had just been sct up and had besun ns long carcecr.
Then the king's most respomstble officials might he drawn from his
own family and be more intimately refated 1o him. As lime went
of, the state built up o larve burcaucracy, and the officials were taken
from olhor fumilics.  Whert they carried out their affiecs at a considerabls
distance from the puluce, thuy hud to sct was individual initiative, even
though they wwled in the king's name, Then it was o longer possible
to maiztain the idea that the kich noebles were completely dependent
upun the king. Since they varried out their Lfe's work away from him,
pechaps they could tive afier death away from kim,

Thos in the Fifth Dyuasty the tombs of the rohle: began to move
awny from the royal necropolis at Sekksrsh,  Some of the nobles buili
theic tembs in their own Bome disirets of Tehnch, Sheikh Said, Meir,
Denderch, and Assuoan, a3 though they ro Jonger neoded the king for
etcrnal lifie. The texis of the end of the Sisth Dynasty show preat
independence of ofice and activity, us though e officials could make
their own decisions apard frem the king, A reveolution was under way,

When the Old Kingdam broke down, there was more than a century
of national weakness ond division. The kings were weak, and there wer
ofiern competing kings at {he same time. Then the nebles appropriafed
mare from the Jana.  They ook over funerary mapic and religion by
which the kines had been buged and by which the ewrnal happiness of
the king had bevn assured. The Pyramid Texts, which had been wsed
for the greawer plory of the dead kings, now becomnc the Colfin Tows,
which were used 1o promole the immortality of the deccased nobles.
Singe the Pyramid Texts had emphasized the belisf that the king was a
god in the nest wotld, the CaMin Texts now pruglaimed-that the nobles,
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who were only men in this world, became pods when thoy died. The
king was the zod Horus whils living and became the god Osins when
he died. Thus every noble now became a pod Osiris when he dicd.
In his own right he could live forever as a god, and net stmply as the
servant und attaché of the king. This was a revolution in the direction
of democracy — only a partial democrcy, o be sure, since i did not
extend to the masscs-of the peeple

As we proceed into the New Kinpdom, we find continued compe-
tition between the god-king and the nobles. MNow the wealth of the
empire came into Epypt. The preal officials and the high pricsts
became rich and powerful. Under the demands of empire, the army
changed from a semi-professional basis of soldiers draled for only a
season of the year o a full professional busis of soldiers employed Mot
year aller year, backed up by mercenary soldiers caplured in batie.
Thiz meant that the penerals of the army controlled 1he greatest simgle
power in the state. With such competitian from rich efficials and
from powerlu! generals, ‘the kings became relatively weaker. Howewver,
the essential revelution had ogcurred earlicr, when neble: might become
pods at death. This provided a justification {or their challenge to the
god-king.

The history of the Empire. the Eighteonth theouph the Twenticth
Dynasty, is the record of a strugele for power among the palace, the
civil scrvice, the temples, and Lhe army. Tt is true that the king
becarne wealthier by the -profits of empire, but the civil service and the
pricsthoods increazed their wealth and their péwer proporionately more
than the king, The great business of government bureaus and of the
temples made Uw nobles the real p;uwcr wilhin Lthe stule, with great
families holding the high offices and the priesthaxds for generation after
pencration.  But empire ended, and the-iron age czme in.  In the middle
of the twelllh ceniury B.C. there was a severe inflation, lasung for
a couple of penerations, with some prices going up 700 per cent
Then the officials and pricsts were not so wealthy. A period of
netorious official coouption followed, the time of the great tomb
robheries, Then the army stepped in and leok over comtrol with a
scries of generals moving successively from the command of the army
onio the throne. The gemeral system of Egypt continued, beeause
religion went on Insisting that these new pharaobs were gods. But the
slanding of the pharaoh was never after 1100 B.C. as authoritative and
inftuentizl as it bud been in the past
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c) Al retigions lay down for their followers a peod lifc a
rcligiously correct way of living.  The ancieni Egyptians had their miles
on hew (0 be a gpood man, For them the goed life did not stop at
death. but was a good life for the living, and wus couiinucd in ils
tichest and happiest elements afir death.  In the next werld there would
be much the same social order and activilies and Lthe same service of
the government, but everylhing might be amested in its mest successful
aspects. As in Lhis life. 50 in the next-life men would serve the pharaeh
znd he would reward thom.  As they had pmined wealth, power, and
receumized position in this werld, so in the next world they would enjoy
wenlth, pawer, and recognized position.  They enjoyed life in their good
lund sa much that they wanted it to Tast forever. Their greatest desire
was 1o live forever. So they built their massive monuments in elecnal
stone. and set up their perpetual cndowments for the mainlenunce of
those tombs with food, drink, dothing. and prayers  unio etermity.
And the Iife afier death was just like the life here, with spreading helds
of grain. & mver flowing from the south, a wind blowing from the
nodh, plenty of feast days and banguets, with music and daneing,
guaniinics ol servants, and so en, just like the peod, happy Eeypt
they loved. For carlier Egypt it is not quirz correct 1o say that a
happy paradise was the reward (or a good lifc before death; you can
say that a pood life before death could be successfubly extended into
paradise by careful planning and jnvestment and by condnued elforis
upon carth afler the dead .man had bezn laid in his tomh.

What then was that good ‘lifc in this world? They 1cll us in
gutobiographics carved in theic tombs just what they did in life and
why it was successful, and they pray to the pods te extend that
success jnio the pext world Much of this is phrased in terms of
service of the kinp-and the extensions of his favors. They alse made
the scemes an their temb walls conform o the Life in this word,
showing their families und servants, their Iands. the omdehs whe paid
thern taxes, the harsests of grain, travel on the Wile, feast duys and
pleasures.

In zddition 1o the tombs we have several lexts of adviee from a
father 1o his son on how to live the good Bife.  We cull this the Wisdom
Litcrature, hecause the ancient word for sucl a Lext was sebryit ~ipaching™
or “wisdom.'t Tt is not ecnough 1o cull them books of ctiguclic, a
[ather's advice on how to behave in public and how 1o win friends and
influence people.  Basically they conform (o 1he relimous system which
pervaded all Egyptian life.  In their acceptance of whe principle of wdat
as nght rclations belween men thoy present a kind of sowal law
supporled by religion correiponding roughly (o the shari’e of Lilam.
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d) We shall give attention Lo twe of these wisdom texis, in
order to emphasize the contrmst belween the oldest such precepis and the
fatest. The Wisdom of Ph-hotep, composed some time befors 2000
B.C., 13 taken as characteristic of the older, and the Wisdom of Amen-
em-Opet, composed sbme time after 1000 B.C., is taken for ihe loter.!
The contrast will be that Prah-hotep appears as yery practicl, apgressive,
confident, whereas Amen-em-Opel is very pious, humble, submissive.
This was the change — for better or for worse — in the Egyptian
spiril over a thousand years.

Plah-hotep is very much of this acuive world, He secks suacciy
in scli-betterment ; higher position, greater wealthy preater recognition
by other men.  He has little to say about the [ife afier death. For
example, Piah-hotep €2lls his son that if the young man gaes to ding
with a great man, he should ot reach for mere food, but should take
which is set before him; -he should keep his eyes lixed upen his dish,
and not stare at ibe preat man; he should not open the coavermsation,
but respond when the grest man addresses bim; and he should laugh only
if the great man Laughs first, Why 7 Because then the great man will
he pleased willh him and will support his ambitions. 1f the young man
takes a wife, he should treat her well and let her have enough to et
and cosmelie for her body. Why? Because ihen she will be conent
and give him many children — but he must be carefal nat to ler her
huve too much power in the houschold.

The Wisdom of Fuh-botep wus not completely matemalistic. The
puiding principle of ma’at, “honest dealing” or “lmirmess,”™ entered in
He said to his son: “If. you are a leader, directing 1he work of many
gther, try lo find cvery uscfu] way of doing things, unil your conduct
i3 without Fault, Me’nt is a preat thing, and s usefulness lasts, It
has never been disturbed since the time of its maker, but anyone who
ignores iis principles will be punished. ... Perhaps evil may gain
(temporary) wealth, but the ¢realy strength of ma’et is that it lasis, and
a man can say: *It was the praperly of my futher i{before me)”
Here we see some of the great values of Egypt : the really good things are
the endurings, and ma’at lasts forever; it is a property which a father
can pive 1@ his som, this repulnlion lot being honest and fair.

Prah-hotep tells his son lo be smart, te be wide-awake, to be limm
when he should be firm but patient when he shoufd be patient, 10
flatter the great but help the poor, and to rise from low to high position

1. Areient Newr Rostern Tess, 412—14, 470—24. R. Anthes, Lefrensrscels
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by eleveriions, The pood wman wes the s man, e g man s
the fool, who could not see his oen advamage,  Plli-hetep sooms
very bustiing, seli-confident, madem,

Contrast with this the Wisdomy of Amen-em-Oper, (he advice of
a fither 1o his son after Egypt was o longer rhe grodtest power i
her workd,  In Prab-hotep™s tme Eeypt Tod been srrong and inereasi-
nely successtul and he wanied his son 1g b2 the wene. i Amcn-cn-
Opet’s tme Eevpt wis weak aod divided and faced with eampetition from
AssyTians and Ethiogians: e wanied his son to wmake the best of it

Mow much of Amen-em-0pet sourcds juse hhe Prali-howep @ if yag
are o official. be honest and conscicntious: keep the acepunts ozht:
be respesilol (o higher oflizists and kind to the pear. Bup esseniially
there §s a greent dilference. Wheroos Prab-barep had soid @ Be sinam
and pel pheid e the world, imprave voutr  posiion,  Amenem-Opel
says o B gudct and puiient and keop oyour pluce, do oot oy te push
ahead. Pmh-holep had said @ Find your success i this world bhefors
death, bul Amen-em-Opel savs @ Be Lard-working and subsudssive, aond
you will have your reward L the next world, The keyword in Ptah-
hetep haed beon rebf, wise sman, dlever:” the beyword in Amen-em-
Opet is oer oguieh suhmissive, peient.” This @ very different.

Eor ciumple, Prab-batop Lad soid that you ot nob e wroedy,
but weu should take whetis yours hy richt. Swow  Amsen-om-Opet savs
it iF a poor man owes you a dibr yon shouwld forgive two-thinds
and tey 1o eolleet onby a thicd, Why 7 Peowuse this v the way ol
Ll this means sleeping peacetitly at night. without a iroukled couseienae,
Tt iy borter 1o be prised 25 one w Ao loses men L 1o bave tiehes in
the sterehouse.” Weulth and  position were wo Roneer the fiopoofunl
thines: good relations with oder men have hecoms mere imponank

o the Wisdsn of Frahhotep there Jud bean litke mention of the
vods, Maw in the Wisdom of  Amcnen-Opes there was constant
mention of god. Do wor Geht amonst ocher men or Iy W scek uan
wrhitrry wdhanlage Tor sourse!l 0 rest guicsly in the arms of pod and
thes vour eaemics will b confounded. & won shoudd now - throw Tis
heant™ aficr painiog tiches. Why ? Beeawse now man s noihing, pod
s evorythmpe. No owier what men pay suy, pod sl do what ha
viabow  Oely ged 13 auecesslel by nature: man shine ds powerless.
So thers mast he sulunision ta 10e will ol pod, anstead of indivedoal
ellfon. The reward will comy in the rest werdds How happy is he
whio Vias reached the West aud (iaullyy i safe m e wrms o eod '
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Thus in her bwe pedod Eoypt exchunged the values of a good
lifz here in this world for o pood Tife wler death in the nexyt world,
In the end they meeliacd that life is only a brief sioetcl of e,
whergas paradise lasts forgver, and thar was siill e mest imporient
goal.

¢ } What did the Egypiian of the upper or middle cluss expect
whern he died and went inte the pext world 7 hove abready seen that
he built himself o stone tonb 1o lusl forever as his ~house of clernity.”
that he set up endowments to pay for tomh ‘service hy the press
forever. and that he had succeeded in capiuring Lthe privileess of the
kings. because he was {0 becone the pod Osiris after death.

Reughing the next world was net an awlomatic water. The
Jourmyy 10 the West was dillieolt, crossing 1roublosome wuaters and poing
through guarded pates. One hud to know ile names of the ferrymen
or the pate-keepers before he could reaeh his poal. When he dill attain
the ficlds of paradise, he bud to swand an examivition in ke prosenes
of the god of the dewd, Osins,  The question as o whether e had
been o pood mun or not was decided By weiphing Bis hearr in the scales
drainsl me’ut, justice’ or “honest daalimg”  If he hud been a pood
murt, with s heart conforming vo me'ye then he alse hegame a vod
Qsiris and cauld live Forever.

Since the ficlds of pumdise were very much like the bind of Exepr,
were would he work to do. A mun was piven.servanis Fer thal work.
Tn earlier Bgvpt his tomh was provided with 2 lot of stone or wooden
servanix, who were depicied sailing hoats for him. making bread,
weaving linen clothes, and so o Lader, this was simplified hy giving
him a single type of seovunt. the figotne whigh we eall shoprubii or
nsfeefitr. This seovant was mragicaliy eompowered 10 do any work whigh
might be meguired of the dead mun. I any pase. the work mer thewe
was very rewarding. hewapse the barley and wheat prew a5 1all a5 1hree
and a balf (reters and was reaped by helpers who wore courdy fve meters
1l Whateser was normal ia the lund of Eeypt became bigper and
better over these in paradisc. For U most parl the dead man could
sit pleasantiy at & 1able Joaded with all kind of fuod. Or ke mighl st
i a shady arbor, ceoled by the pleasant north wind, while lis wife
joined him for a game of checkers.

All this tme his priests were reciling for him 2 sepes o prayees
which shoutd feed and clothe Lim forcver. make b a friend and
contpanion of the great pods, wod keep himy sufe from such penls 4y
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soake or seorpion hies, The Pyromid  Texts. which had nme been
vomipiled 1o maintain the divinisy of kiogs, became e Collin Texts
wad Jinally the Book of w Desd, o he uwsed by 0l coud men, 1o
vuarintee them hife ferever and ewer

FioWhar is meant by —al pood men” 7 Wuas there o linal
exicnsion of poad w the poorer peoplc. who did not wiite. hase wmbs,
of pay privsts 7 We do onot knew. and 10 scems douMlul whether
thoy shared the same pood whicl the soblos could bus from religioa,
Appurently they were considered 10 he the propenty of the suse, the
temples. or the robles. Peghups thul woas their ehief hope of Living on
alter dewdh IF o poor Tiousehold seovant ot fedlaf had becn honest
and faithtul a1 serving o noble, perbaps that noble woutd be willing 10
tthe D with him o the (ieds of poradise. However, the hard,
constank work which e had o this ward wipht thus by exiended into
vhe next world with only a2 Litde improsement,

Tire prestest hope of the poor gran L in Ui sseering pouciple
of ety chanest dealing ™ The wxts of the Fiest Intenmediane Poriod
and curly Middle Kinpdom show thoat pog"wf . was 2 fight of the oidinors
Pessaont, o the teats ac all vimes charge the nable witls responsibilivy
o the poor. EBovpr never had o wrbtlen eonstitunion of Leas, but slw
didd have miad The gods had given wio’efs us a0 2emera) principle,
bt i was up o mun 0 determine hows 16 applicd o his daily Tite,
Linder sueh o ponerous svetem. Eoypoin goditee kasted Cor three thousioud
vears, which is 0 geod sl eof psovalidity fee o0 men living wider
weef Vi Egvpdan eowstinmtion seems W huve been a conspicuous
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LAMARTINE ET LOUIS DE VIGNET
{avee des documents inédits)

CAvoir plesrs enaemble o perhonne
aimee, eat be lien oles camnes'

| Luthzrtine),
Por

Doztrnr LOITEY 5 FAM

Lumanine {it ses cddes su collépe de Belley ©0 Clest ld qutil nopua
les guntids solides gui desaicnt temir tiot e place dans =avie. Aymon de
Vincd Lonisz de Vienet oo Guichard de Bicnassts Tucent [os (rois amis aux-
guely i resty Je plus purniculidgrement aduchg.  vinew ok sa05 augun
daowie, 'ami prefévd de Luntarting qui, voubant vxprimer 4 2a femme la
profondeur vt la sinevnite de ses sentiments re trawva ticn de plus fort a
i dire gue: ©Tu e3 mon Vinew ™,

Cepenelant. 1amild qui unissait Lamartine a Vigncl, suriout au
débuor, {de 06 0 1E2. nodtait ni noans fore. Bi moins tendre.

Motons (ue ce noélait pas telfoment les idées communes quet réunis-
saivnk les frois amiz. Leors disergenecs o poink de see relipeuy #aicnt
visihtes DEA sur les bunes du colléee, Paee de Lamanine ¢ait forre-
mentl imprdence du four oo gqui éruil eeligion: ¥iprel posait 3 Tesprit
fort of jouait 2 libre penscur; ¥Wincw. descondunt par sa mépe de
WMontuizae, s¢ ffattaic de le prendre pour modek:.

1l g vt enipy wud done moedos dafiimicgs que de differcnees, Pewt-
etry Pamitie, comme Uamaor, 5o oplait-elle wux contrsies,

1. Lox Jésuites, sons Yo pom de Poves de o Ded. svaient fonds oo college sur ey
Frartitnes de (3 France el de R Savoie. Woir @ Memoive tmiair de Lot rive
s, Digjoy @ Lee Scionr de Famuriime @ Brliey (1901 L AR Brocket @ Mivtewee o
Collvgg Sempumre fe Beliey (Lyom T8,

2. Le ¥ Oclobre FEHL G| &ort a0 ¥iriey @ Quand e oo <0 ve gl pemses,
do e st gue penser T, B le jour o Yaricw pertit sa mére. i ki donvait o Quand e
pRese dams i e los Bommes ©F ERuvaises pitts que Tl ek de Dhoy dany men
ot @existenie, jo comple Tpres ma mese o e yue JTm e pllis persomiwl, G s
comme be phus gaand donde Diea, Je pe saiv houreussment pas frgead of ge e pench sy Lo
CM L TR e, 4 ben e affection entidre e imomeahle”

{ Lareesprandmare e Lamarine T 100 o 4l
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Atmd-Loeuis de Wirnet nagait & Chambéry G dhom de Saini-Paint)

e Ta Mg ETED. Son porg @il saoatour il Boval Senarde Savaole, ©f s
mere Ju sepr de Joseph, de Ravier, de Sicoius of 7 Andrg dv Maisore,

Henirauy coltess de Belley eo méme ramps que Lamartiae. en 1803,

Ty fut ke mival de co demive qui nows w tract de jui ee beau portrat

o Pius fizd que moi de plsiours aenees | diong prinsde
plus asdre. § une volanie phes Farle § son muvre, il Femponiit
savetil Jo midtaiz point juloox, B nature e onyasae peint fait
envien. Quant & Lo Bl parsiasat pea sosfiic de la vietoire,
ef fumiliv de Ta deduitg, OCtment 'lidhen o b Frangds
aui prscs. MNos deux nalores présomizient dans leo v,
camme dans b camwrére. e onoimasle de eos deux Ivpes
netionmsy’

Par adlewrs, Lamuartne 1ie de son ami nn porinel phasique ot wee

anithyse moerele dume extetme linesag |

3%

1.

SWlenct Sait wn prand geune Rodeme muaigre, wn pell
voote, penefisat sur a3 poilmne ur front couwsert de eheveuy
nowrs. hon fgntetait wile ef un peu cutvrd: son il enfored
seeachuit sons de loves vils: sou ner owidin er eflile st senlpre
wvge unc admarahle dincae, Bes Bivees minees seodressaione
rurement. Ui expression habitselle damertume ot Jde déduin
depromeait Léecrement fos woing de sy bosche. Son mentan dail
coupd angles drotts comne le 18y duchaval umbe Llavale de
i tigure crait alloned, hesibe of pracicux; 1 wokait peus 1 ose
pramemait secl 1 ose senndn pur Tiee et por Pénsrgic ao-
disses di nows L son esprib SLUE U lnstremient aipuisé et For
dontsarolonld se semvial & Foul ains goe Ten rdastdn 10 avail
T don mturel do sevle. 1 Gl maeprellement canigue dans le
disgours, pocte hammonicns ol sensifles dans les vers. phile-
wophe herdi et dominateur woune lge de la pensie. Nous
pittissions tous devine ol dias nos compositions, seademene i
péchait par exeds du riminiseginces ef par un pen dlapprét
Le putured et Pinspiration me donnaient guelyuefioz Tavanlase,
le e fe depessais gue par Pabsence due gueljues défauls, mais
Ferais lom de me provaloin de ces yictotres, of e senlais phus goe
persanme sitosepériorilé d iee, de ravail o de tabens,”
ey Confidenees. Livre X1

-

Yaenel avait exncremene unoan g deni de plus gue Lamartine.



I. GRISE RELIGIELSE

Sora du Cullége de Balley ca 1807 0 L, de Venet a1l Faine son
drail i Greopble, o i1 ne arda pas b ogeuper une trés haue place dans
Papinion de ses pralesscurs e dv ses camurades, Wik, ayant eo be mal
heur de perdre son pére op bas aee, il Fut obliee d*hsermrompre ses ¢ludes
et dutler it Chamibory pour sider sa mdre soullrante ot dévouragée a ad-
ministrer wn pelit fen ga'vile possédait pres du villupe de Senvolex,

Clenl dins goele eitnile puisible de Chambécy gue Vienet a fuit
pean hetsoo de e penseur getl était il est devenn Foncigrennent v
Forvasnment el dtien.

Liv viie de s mrire e consumant de lonpocur lui dennain Fexemple
de Tw agsignation chrétiviow of eredgoiit £ fu toutes les anires pussions.
Sve siwur Qlympic, phus dece goe lui de 1rois ans, vivant wujours duns cetie
mitivon mltbe cunt done pidtd i louts éprewne

Avgsd, b 27 moars TR Lampriine écrit-il & ¥incy
sl regd wae letre chammane de ¥ignet: il nwe mande gu'il
est vhrétien de laTod la plus vive, qu'i) pratigue auntont qu'il
peut, el oyue gelte douer convigtion o il el parveny Tait e
repos de son esprit et e banheur de sa vie,
=Ef miod, mon cher aimi, je tiche & present de le devenir
HITCT T

Muais Pexemple de ¥Vignet ne pousiait & lui ol seul, ramener
Lomurtine aux seeliments relpeicex gue b avain ineulyods s méne o
dont il commenguil s délacher.

Les lewres ™ de eob wmi sincere 3 contnbuérent bien plus. Lorsgue
Lomurane sahandonne 3 la viemondaine de Poris, i repoit de ¥Wigned Ie
A0 Mesgbre 1815, wne Jedre Farl dmoeoasante. Son amil Pezhorle i
quitter Pars pour Te salul de som Ane G ose suuver avant de menc Lofafe-
ntenk

“Quand dong songeras-lo 4 te guénr ; wu hom de Dicy
(wime e repeter cetic adjuraiion sacrée), au nom de ces purales
dlaminit gue reus vos sommes wdressées du fomed do eur et
prour tomours, nikdsere plus un seub instot. Renonge pour
Jamais dogefle existenee ametike. rop vaine, 1mop mndépendante,

1. Lamartine omy soonen be 17 Janwicr T8UE.

o Tewies Ves fenirgs Jde Wirnel o Lumgrnne que neus publicns ¢ans oot
aMcle sonl médics. Rous lmtoasons sensulives e Pobuis Ja Beioee one Avionon,
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wui dessechele caevr ét appawnd, quidépodie peu a poude lous
Lo devoirs, crguideraivprofirer de Tudes pliisies des spegticles usés
b dos Bomomges deoeeleei. O ke noble vic o mendithomnie
de provines of sux délices du ol Pateriel, Tu aimes beaueoup
e Mére, cetie femne exeellente quil L chér plus guielfemineme,
gui Lo purdennd les premidres eereurs e ta jennesse, qul a
el bes Irsies eoufidenees avee tant indulpenee, dabaidon
et de pitie. As-lu bien ecmpie. mon pasvre Ami, ot oe
yuelle a fait pour toi 7 As-ro Bien pens au peo gque g as fail
pour elle ? ™e ot Fais pos dlusion, e'est a elly que o appanicns
dabord, Cest d son bonheur yu'il faur comsuerer ta vie. Tu
lut dois Thommase de dan tdent, dic touies tes guvres guivlle
Jugeradr spbici. du charme enlin d@ e carapicre et de tu
sugtt i, 81 Dien pour leopinir, youdail Bentot e Ueale-
vor of B petirer 0 Jub abl comme o plenrorais tous cus jours
gewe 11 as passéstoin ey, Tu versses lor comhicn u as
crdimprodent ou coupahle. Ya jouir de oce biea gui te resie
g0y, tol gue le ser n'a pas onere frappe dins tes allecticns
les plus Ites; 1ol qob peos vneere Cire Seme ovee WaUE
dions les bras 7w miere. Ton Amid, gui ven a plus de mdre,
Gui fe sait plus gqui wimer dans ey wmoade a bien b droit de
1¢ purler diasvaoes des malheses gl a: déja conaus. Pour-
ras pd (o comsoler Jemais quand 1 seras orphelin semme Tui, i
T oaveis @ 1e faire de siogrves rem ochas.

e me swns urtendo oen o ant ces benes. Puisseni-
wles Cdmonvoir aurer, te souluger wit penen e Gaisane pleuter
“ur toi-meme. Tu me demandes os IJI‘iI..'I' PUsIT DOL. QF erraditen-
moest et Vichwment ef fewfosirs. Depiis Tonglemps Pavais
dovined s disime Mais o on'eplre s ablenir o0 quo o
ména we demandes pas cemme i Gee S moi nan plos, e e
croyais o yue g0 oswig genud dans I osem de FEslise. i
Luonibie devant Diey ot wes Anpes ool Porgueil de ma maisoun.
e da fon mest venase avee deorepeetie. Me pardennaras-ta
ségcmire deon lelees wt wes dmlds amdres qui mient cehapp
malees o O gnatheurs prémastunis, de lensues prvations,
Fescreior do guelyues verios pénibles woin ecla ma vieilly avant
Be temps. 3R Peauseonp seulien deja. hopuis en vindiguant iz
chaming te dire 't marchd par K posr armer o tepuos. -
A stz moen pauo e AlpRoense. jo ne sautais wopemdne poul L
e e oo B guand e b sais saertlier, par o faote, tout
coo e T polresis srcsdne dans o femille, oar ed que Lo as e
droit A vaporer. Tos flcenis qui 1o 2 oicnl (e uiours, préeisement i
la plue i dls seullrenr Je e v Saisrissent peu § ped. sc



fussent ot finironl pat Foublivr st o neTctournes promplement
sers e Ricn nest perdu encare o as dans wn i et phus ou
pwins #loigné, Iy perspective eenaine diune grende fortune.
M faut y songer cependint ot ne pag alidner de toi l eceur du tes
oncles, guand w peu si aisdaint comsener leur afleetion, aves
de Ia Menveillanee, des dgards of une poliesse constinie.
Adivy dane, moen Cher Larmuping. Que jo serais heoresy sity
meensais duns L premicrs Wellnd @ MAm ami Jo 7. pour ne
plus fevenie.”

Puis. I 17 Movensbre, il Tui $erit de Bissy

“Quu posrrais-je ¢ dire pour 1e faire du bien. pour
tamener duns o dme un plu de ce clme gue wocharehas
depuis si longtemips, hébs sans ke trowver nulle part. Que pieis-
i Faire sinom (o sipérer ln méme pricre g Jai doju »f souvent
adreseée. U Taut en patvre Alphowse, il faut chercher un bar,
wie im i ectte vie gue 1 perds dens ke iumile du Monde, duns
le rrosble dus passons, ou dins fes vaing soucis de Mambunon
et des afluires, 11 faut descendre jusqu'aw Tond de ton eoear,
et sonder los plaies seeréles. Dicu y luissers tomber un de ses
Fvons, ponr telairee. pour 1o gonr. Tu vas le prict quel
yicfols, lopsgue e es hien matheureus, ch bien dis-lui d'avoir
pitié de toi. Ne tougis pas de te matlee 4 penows devant un
Prétre donr les venos o les cheveus Planes appcllereni @
conlignee.  Tu Tui avoucras toules tes doulenrs: tu dérpuleras
devant it Jongue histoire de s inecriitudes el de tes Fai-
Llosses.  Aprasucia tu teseatirus feger b comtens. T seras plus
henrzux et meilleur. Pour mol ju ne mie suis jamais approchd
de e nhenal do T régoneilicion. sans ére prefondement enid.
Tunt de molheuresk sont venus ehecher By des esperaiees pour
los 1wk it prusent s¢ guioc des consolirions peor fos miux
suns reniedes, Que de Jarmes secriles NG sont pac lohdiss i
cetic méme place of je vieus plaurer en silence sur los pitoyas
Bles erreurs Cuse imegination matde.  Pardonnz-mei de e
redite we que jo Pai dejd dit Sans deuwte Jes Amis gul Uervi-
ronnent 4 Pars, me comprendraisnt rien a co fangage: du
moins 1 en mcaieat ans delals,  Aymon seul Vencoursgerait
A micgher dans celte vie powvelle, Tous deux sous onsentes
déji le hesein, puisssje quelgue jout vous rappele Fun el
Pautre & cotte whision de ves Peres, si helle si towchanie,
si moees<iire et pourksil s fart Riclizie @ s vere Puine doit
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fonaime, srewtle Franes jadis i vdoricose et ai Tore, inainlenin
corasee et an i, don se relever qualyuse jour de Pabaome oo elle

fai antique, el s vieilles o Isngaiscs, Cous-fa ~nrout
yue deur naissance oL enr Tlune ot mEs aus premicrs mimges
du lu Sociéid, doivent donner antaar deux de srards EXCITVS.
s onl & remplic voe ossion bicn Sainte, anssi tous les bons
ciphids coammenesal & le sentie o1 Somareher dang o melfeure
direetion.

Sle te fativue peat-éire, a0 Lo disanl les choses gt sais
nrienx gz moi . Je st puove defeodie de e za rappeler parie
yue jo e dois I vdeind weimd vonn el guee taomas dit souvent de
L parler denfond do coenr. N orom pas e reste gue Lom clen
pwrdit de sondaspiration ¢k doosa chalenr, Laeseuc prali-
yucrais duns tonee Ia sincenld de tan Ame. une religion chaste
eb sdvére il sTeparerie an contrmre, i devizndrail plus erand.
plus Fore Une nowevelle spivire diidées, de semations et de
LMW S 0o T b loul & woup devant ton Millz Jélivicus
ressoeairs 08 om enfunee. des premieres wpons ' une e,
des premives réves de bonhewr ot de ver, ces fmazes s donwes
Inuis Urop vity effiedes reviendruient Capptcailee encare, [
purelles ¢marions donpensen lennes ey wuvics e admirahle
Truicheur, et jo ve sms quat de boa, de noble. de délicat qu'on
fe Fotrout s plus taurde sol. M crarre-ta goasnd jo e dir -
e Anmik mien cha Amic ione e wangee plos que dée
Chretivn pour e non plus un komvine de wolerie, non pas un
rocle de Furi-o migis wn omme de ous les temps of de tous ios
pars un komme dant ke e appanicnne & Uasenir, enfin pour
liigser uprés wop s maenuments g Rssalzes.  Dailleurs
Miestve pas un effar dizoe d7un ewur sendisas, que de Gine
des prosclaies i L religion v Yorgast o pespect ¢ lamoor de
ses semblahles. o doose osenir e Caseondant des plus higes
aaalings. de Péelat du plus Aeau sénie poor wépandre an loin de
saed doctrines, dvs priccipes dons ot eessalants e des senli-
ments honarables™.

¥iznet ne se bisse pas de reveniv i cene adée. Trois mcis apris.
il reprend ses exhorubions. 10 el tranguille guz Torsaul a réuss
dicider Limartine 3 quieer Paris pour regagner e toir pueemel. Dés qu'il
campread gue Lamartine wst disposé & le fuire il se réjouit. Le 1K Févisr
(1%L, i1 Bibeasow une Lilee o PHawel des Devs Poms, Bue du Harard
a Paris
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tTeosuis heureuy de Le voie recotvrer chagug jour un ped
de reps. Deapiranes pour Pasenin, en PVafecion de tes purens,
Tu was besein povr les puacker gue de leur wmodgner des
cuards o wne prande déRrenoe. ADPTEs eub mon paovie
Alphenge, w'eal un deswir of 11 nCest pus oo pénible. T cssayd
e répondre & ton excellenie Mo, domonde-lup pour mel de
e M enfeeT jandis eet INGTEE s préviers dont elle a bicn

voulu moLonorer

Moot coalent de rendre Lomsning a L ol de ses pareots, il formuole
des mdses yrow paur lear ami eomiman. Yireu, domt e soovemr est
toeeurs A iF duos leur comespondaoes, e Thonon, il dent & Lamariine,
i meme adresac, be 24 F{voer LKA

SWTEsGe P s ALY, QUE NOUS NOUS SmeTons tou-
jours, 4ol nous sera donx de pous reveir, de nans ceprons et
de vivre doncenient sous Te meme loal? WNosl-Ga pus i yous
reviondres nossi guolqee jour & oo mome Port ou jeosuls déji
rentee P Clest b gues) e repes. e lone repos. O nepos dont
vz s oin Woild ee gue e vous demande, ee gue jo demuande
pour weds, Que oo sww g 1930 @eut Yooy aecenipasne el
I vous gQuille janais

Lot de Lamortme 1o jumais £08 Grillame, Towjours immtehle,
o se Pl de oy vieenes &l 8 of ag conar 1 et 1elermaenl
guc b mere s ioguician sémvusement. On Penvova en TR fiee
woyige e Balic pour e alistrire ot fw tidve oublior poe amearee
miecnnaic. Henmene Pownier, spatil seelais cpouser. 1 pateourt ginsd
Floreneo, Rame, Winles o8 retoorne par Ly Suisae aprés seomr dépense de
lores semmes o0 ocavnn un erand  amesr nopoehtaing Jao labangne
Bogwiciia Ly eélélre Graviella

O son recaur g Baurpoene, 1l ure e aoite fyeniure JmuauTiys
avgs Nina de Plemeclsa cb as Peul dun aw il pourni macifester wne
tendresse “todle pateerlle” an peric Léoo de Pierreelaw.

Il. 4 T4 RECHERCHE DL POSTE

A Poroulement de 'Fupice, Louis XYL Sane dJeveny roin, La-
marlng accepsy s beweoup d'enshousizone de poste de Garde dy
Corps g ~on pére avail demundé pour lui. Mals Lamoesting ne srda
pos orichier un emplon ol gui semble étre plus en rapparnt wvee ses
réves yue L correre nohitairg. Towiw la Funille soudraik e voir noommé
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sous-prefet.  Les démureles se moltiplient of msboutissent nen, Cest
pinsi gqu'il passe des mois entiers S Pars sellicicael Piowmention des
amis ou Fappa de pecsenmizea Riul placis. Lo 15 Omebee 1315, Lowis
de Vignaet, s"inléressunt dux aspirddioons de Lumuning, i éenic

“Tu naorrs gue quelques liwnes de mor. men Cher
Alphonse, et jirnore méme 1 viles poorreat tatleindre. Pout-
Bre 810 doji guitte Parig, Tu os peul-Etre Sous-Prédet & Laon,
ou hicn dany ton paisible castel de Milly, loin du tumubc et
des dépouts gue les affaires wruitent aprée elles. Ju ey do
ies nowselles par mon oncle, il m'u dit de wod, de tom caracitre,
du charme de 1a secidté, toule bien go'unaicil ami aurait pu
dire, Fai su par loi goe 1w asais ¢ T veills d eblenir uns
Sot-FPrifecture. of gue ke changerment du minisiére avait dé-
braie toules les expémanoes, 1 n'a pu me donner aveun dul,
err =08 atliires el fos ticnnys vouy avaient empéches di vous
voir & Punis bicn sowvest or Juiméme 4 son roour wa passé
guun coupls d'heores aupres de nous. T dlair presse doaller
a4 Tunn rendrd comple do wa Misdon . D2 pourmlis-je peint L
reprocher de travaiiler & wn Grablissemest goelconyoe sans
me parler, sans pfdenre L benoot e mal. sins eassarer mon
umitid ihguiew, dis-mot done oo gue 1 va desenir ot o mes
vioux dojvent te choweher ™

Tonjours inguiet, 1l b plaiot ¢f lui recommunde yivement. dans uns
lertre datée du 10 Movembre 1815, de ne pav pdchor st feenesss ) Aale
liviter un poste gui ne se décide pas 4 venir .

“Ton premier plaa valait kica mices. mun Cher Alghonse,
Pourguoi deone ¥ wstu renoned tout O cowp T Tu voulais,
me disais-lu, eszayer dnbord 1ous les moyens el voux deoes
Amiz pour L placer genvenublemcnt. powe remplir 1ows tes
dovnits eneers ton prance ol 10T pavs, Sl e pouvals reussir,
WA promis i teménie de rooeneer o Paves an Monde, acx
vaings chimeérgs de lambition, Tu parais brogjuomest pogi
Milly. tu reprenuis 12 cludes aveoutimées, s bodsies daifeedion,
vt surtont cetle dowee vie e famille que o zs shandonnde
trop longtemps. Toul ce profct étiit bon et sage. Quel nuwuoiais
pénd: te déroite tout o coup de tunt v gui pournit te Taive du
bien. Quelles chaines de fer e retienneny deng i o Paris gque
délestes, o0t ds perda déji en partic of 1A sanid ¢f toan repos of
I'espéruiies du banleur o yeoir, Llembarras de tes aiTires (o
nwnace <t tépousanlye, oat-ce done e restant B oodonn es guoe 1y
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prtends los pdallin ™o e sens-tn gas entrging ehiyor jour
davinbiiee duns e poufity d'ol i voudmis sepir? Est-ce an
moment e EETIE que e pyrsen & e saver - pacvre malude,
homme & Raible ot s molheureus,

Bisat. le 17 MNovembre 181506 Pengupe Yenuurent & renirer i

clupprmine aves diliees 1os supes projels pour Faseair.
Si1uone peus réwssir 3 obdenir dons sooe Gouvernemont wie
Pl Lonorahle of digne de 1oi, va repeeadre 1es douees ha-
hitudes de Milly. dos Audes, wes Toi<rs. tos allections dye Gaumlle.
Wi lmevailler au bonbeur de tes Porents, carcsser o mons e Les
szurs.  Dapria ce quc T men 4s dit 4 upres 1aue oo gue jen
iR, o PO UisseT g e ne trauvsrais pos gilleurs dos Gires

plus distineués oL plus piaclanis ear (o0 a8 o on appelle le

invade, it méchoot. médiocre ou placé, Foms-mod bien vite ce
yue T anems décidd dlapres ey wirconstaness, ev quand tu
Guitleras ve vifain Pons gui no e vaut fen ot gue jo déteste, nis
sipex. mos hdmidictions Caecompopneront jusga’sy Pod. "

Pourlaul.  glimentamt sos péves @'un sewtel ¢spoir, LAmading

n'akaadenw pas sen démuselos. trais B seas-pecfecture Top echappe su
panent mimme ol il allait Uetdenir. Le 24 Févrer T8H, ¥ianet Jui éerit
e Thaaion

e awis impuient de e celt attecin decidément 4 -une
place wawsilageivie of homorable, T repreite hico pour ma pan
guo eotle Sous-Profaciure ait éckanpe de tes mains & Finstant
o 1 croyis ke enire T Wy aurtiz pas lungui trap longtemps,
el amg Fois apped & Padministcation d'une Provinee. tu-auriis
appelé sur ted lew repnde deojoss. Paonorads commande b
respeck: T unis Lt moiire e repos, (o ardis donné ao rei de
pombronn Amis, 4 foree de verhns e bons exemples et de
grindes yualitgs. Pour mei. )y ausiis Poeacoup parnd car
Parurais puoallor 4o ovaic nn pew souvent connaitne en e oot
Ange gue Tu appelles te Maie; ot je présois bien gue jo ne pour-
tai® 2 rotTows er L e L sorsy i Pams, mulged 1os ofites @
obficeanies gt o pénéreuses, DM sillers, oleat doniowrs Pars: ot
bo sejour deocete vifle me o jamais Tl gque duomal, Mg
puruil Fane que gy sestes eneors, yue Dicu wedile sor 1o,

il e conduise eneore el 10 souterne,
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~te suis heureos de penser que Pabseree d &yvion ne se
prolongers pas ww deli de cing ou six Mo, ot qutipres e
lemps nows powrrons ¢ reveir Ache des plus beasx soyvenirs
el des cspéranees los plus Matieuses, car sunyoyapr & puree-mer
ne serg pas perdu pour luic Son dme of sa forture ¥y gameront
epalement. 8i jo duis vivee quelyues annies encore. Jespere te
vour Ambassadeur de Franee asuprés de Woire Couer Clest i
fue J aimeris & e chercher, yooigu'il amrve désommais, yuelies
guy soicnt nas destinges.”’

Lomsque Lamamine se décide & rentrer ches ses pareats. Yiznct
Vencourige, 10Ut en ne eessient de Uenpaper i ne plus retoumer a Pars.
Le 14 M 181, il Lui éorir de Chambéry

“Tu viens de pusser une annds presgque eutitre i laire ges
demarches, a salliciter, & {rupper vainemien & (ouces Tos pores,
A cof dpard ai mioins W gonseicnes ek bicr aaguilly, Tu us
Firik torul o gue tu deviis faire. Voild ce gue tu pourras oujours
dirc. Si murnlenant gue tnogs fueivad er malade, o sefuses dos
veupiations trop penibles, o0 ne savre Cen fece aoeune
guerctle un ped rafsonmanle. Siocol1 areeait wulelods, u ok
cuventi< o de tout supporier svee Y Frons seren et Fesil see. T
SeTHS atiend el reaprestucnx avege jon opele — tendne, CIMTIT S,
tomoLrs aimant cavers ton Péne e eela te eodiera peu puisgus
o b reconnais ung erndy homed de caretine, une yoie no-
flesse de eour. Quant 3 eotte possibilind dun relour & Paris g
M veuX e mdnegor wneate duns ey emnenlisns aves fes -
renes, ot vely paree qew fom dsree fe force L devenit Fodre e ne
puis Happrowser pleineaest. Lengue jo Lacyu a Bissa o me
semiblats auner L retraite pir dessns woules chases T fensais
guc des lerres comme Jes beans-ors ont besein de recaeillsnene
e dc soliludy. A prdsent e veila dovenan wn frosgais senabliebic
A tous les Fromgais du meede, Tooresendes Pare eempg g
Palrig de tous les tulents, conome Tn Tl vreemedle - Lean de
Lwnclle an ne saurait yisre. T penses que pour €0 L
homeme disticeoc, un hamee eélebre. 1 Faag habiten S oroe de
Richclicw, ou la Chassée d anein, varber de Lineraiumne asee
M= Millevoye. 5F Yictor ou Larmisn, respicer o midnme ar e
réchacffer § lour plic solil: les weirowmor aox Yeodeedis doe
Vatrmable Mud, Michuawd, se promener sur Tes boulevards,
prondre dos videes cher Tortony, o s'vndoriir a 1'Opér. e
HC st POUT DL gk ST omon 2ol sTest dépriaset nsks je ne iy
canee oir gie de parelles pouissances puissent e trows des s
douees. Men moins encore, Guelles puissent (@ sembler néges sires.,



Tu mhs demuudd de bons camseils, mon Cler Alphonee,
Cour gue ju berhaic seronl au mving hien vrais. s sont denits
dane lowte T sincenre de mon alfeetion. Puissenl-ils 1e faire
quekque bicn. Adies, Prends ton parti en homme de ceur. Ei-
core wne Fois, ospérance ek wourlge o oyoe ces deuv wiles con-
duisent wa port ta fuibbe burque trop lonelemps ugitde, Pense
A Pavenin, penss @t Mere. @1 vertu 3 Ja ploive. Pease i Dicu
puuFguil st Pt de tor pour gus L0 FEVIETHIES SUF (2R CTTOURS
puassees o que i puisses remplic dans un corps fuible es
hotes destinecs dans une dne forle Adicu.™

Lamsanine de sou edtd, ne 52 relasit pas a recannaitne gue ke peare
de vie guil menait dmitdeplarabls enal caviail Yignet d'avoir su choisir
T soliode de Ta cimpapne,

Enmars 1814, 3] Lui derit Jde Pans ¢

“0ui, 1 es frods Tois Beareux d7etre dans ta sotilude, de
diparer tom weur de lavte Ta bouwe de ce monde. de prendre
ton peink de vue plus Tuo Deous avans ol de tapmeler, de
to desirericl. Man : reste 0 g, testei-y Plutat toujours que do
e ney ressenthler el iehrewer des meémes caus, des mémes
ersibs. N9 nows asons gueleuetons uneelen de setoe ooissange.
il est sois e terrenls doumertnte et de eheern, ol suront je
Véprovy justement o injusicment taus ks junrs. Ogpuis
guelyues jours jo fais des clégies amowreiises. Fuis done i tieang
i Tasse il be Pt - e il et surtout nous Tenvoyer,

Corkexstaedinee de Fooearioe TP, 2400

Pourioul Yizunet aurait vodlo, & Pexemple do ¥iricw, gatrer duns
I carriere diplomaigue o d ailleurs De Miistre, son ook, eesayait de
Pattirer. Mass les dvenmnenrs de 1813 Jur ivaieet G difissorables, ot
lew Lrons muens guoil Stait alle passer @ Baris en D308 duss Pespoir duroiver
A guelgue ehose, ne fui aaient setsd dowen 81 Rlen gue Lumaning
ceritail 3 ¥ineu le 23 Aol TIx

~lattends impaiwesnrent des nowselles plas feiches de
e poltsn e Vigeet il zshyrimeak s nalbheere s maistenant,.
U osveut din-it, se fiire oficier sarde sur-Ye-ehomp, Jeo Pen di-
tourne deomen mieus. Tione se doute pas de e gie eest yue s
soerilude orsive dune varisor. Je fud conseille d aflemer o
bivn do sen frers o1 de s Taire ikouresr, sent clul Bal pout
neus gand nous Cdvens pas beplase il rous faudrsin o
daillowrs qni oceuge trés sullisommens Fame & tous [2s moments
de Pannée. vt qui prend rous les senrs ples dlempire sor
Vhomme.  te ocoudmis bt Pére med qui parls el gue LW
Piesen 3 din leues e 07
SCrreapondamee e Loarine T, p.333)
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Quand  Lamariing fur mané ef nammd seerdiairs 4 ambassade 3
Muples. Vignet voulut foreer lo destin et pon résolument le chemin de
Pans. 11 <"y trouvaitle Jer Avrl 1321, Apiis bien de démarches, Yagnet
arava 3 s¢ fuire nommwr seerfaire dambussade i Loondres en 1621 ot fut
aeeridild comme charee d*affaires auprés du Gawvermement frangais en
Fubsence de I'ambassudeur du roj de Surduiune § Panis. Lorsque Lumar-
tinc apprit la nouvellz de colte nowination, il dorvit 8 Yineu &k 13 Juil-
lor 1821 . -

“Voili done Vizoct lined. D que j'en suis ravi
Puisse wn bon vent souffier dans sa yaile ot k. porer o il veut.
Jo ne crrins Londres yue pour sa sants. Quiil sc hite de sy
marier sans terpiverser ot se fehe du reste

Linan aprés, Lawmartine afla passer quelque temps erc Angleeree
rower atfuire de fumille, il y irouva un Vignat o4 cnnuyd ot fort mathews
reux. T aavait pour toute compagric que wile de Chateaubriand qui
venait d'ére nomme ambassadeur die France & Londres.

En 1824, 12 roi di Surdnigae nomme Yionet Charae  Alaires 3 I
Lepstion de Bruxelles.

De cetee ville, e 25 Seplembre 1824, 4l Gerit a Lamarine -

~Fai regu ta lettre du 4 Sept, mon Cher Ami, clle est diane
des wurres, Clest tout oo que jepuis en dire de micus. Sigu e
tui pus parld de wat eo yue éprousais pour eolte tendie sol-
lwitude que ten amind vouliit Adendie sur mon AvInin, ménme
au deld de 1 vie, el gutune pareille corde éuait trop doulbo-
reuse d toucher. A Dicw ne pluise que jo recwcilie jamais co
Funfzit. mais le sentiment- gui 2 itepite pi'a touchd juagersa
fond du coour.

“Le retard de M. du Ju Maisonfart ine dérenpe toug i
Juuniis pu dues e mess d’Oclobre. pendam guv s Tern e
deménagement péneral de BruxeMes & Ta Howe. allzp posser
huit jours avee 10f a Pass. Tuwris 315 henmeus de te e oir.
Javais usnt de choses a e dine™

Le 5 Apdt 1824, ] eerit de e Have, alors gue Lamarioc éhiit
Secrataire de Ligalion do S0 M. Ties Chrilienne,

“Le jour ot dennére {oure miarrivait 4 Browlls oo
elle mt’avant ¢1¢ renvoyée de la Hiye, je pamisis pour Honds-
choete. Je i regue aun moment & monter en voilure. Célait
dun heurenx gugure pour élre bien regu wous b tedt deoton
aitihle seor. Tu perecs 8 nous avons parld de tab, of Juels
WEUR ROUS NS f201S pour nong refrouver tous Lidnis pendant
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yuelgues jours & Milly ou ioSaint=-Poinl  Jon'ai pu on passer guc
irois & Hondschoote ¢ je T blen regretts. Ta sour ida traild
gves unc amitié presque fratemelle deat j'ai €1¢ bien touche.
Coppens ' 2 616 tout 2 fait hon povcmod, 1ls m7ont fair prometere
de resenir les voir, muis je nlose pas Pespieer,

s adresse cos lienes i e Mére gui Le Tes enverra ear depais
la dermicre fettre jo pense que %, e Vioolles seoscra déeidé a
quitier la Trange, or quiil scra amvd pour e rendre 1a liberod,
Puisses-tu en jouir au moins une année vank de e plonger dans
les prandes afTaires @ ear ¢o Be some pas InTpunement gue lu
sers premlier seercidre @ Fieone, & Londres ou i Constanti-
nople. Iz ne te marle pos de o Bosce, wone soudnis pas
acheter ton avaneement su prix dwn exil dans ceeael de fer et du
peu de santé gue Fialic Ua rendwe On nows dit.gue M. de
Yaudreuil sur i Londres la place gue tu désimais, w2 me seabfe,
et qui tallaie micux qua T 54 eeliest, jlen serai fche & cause
de toi.

“Mais al reste. & present Wos Fuld tes preanes. O szt
ce dont (o ¢s capahle. Tu as Bien of cesigdiinrent traviillg, tu as
Fait udmirablcruent aux voyageurs des quatte partics du Monde
Ies honneors de Florenes. Tu n'as plus qu'd te reposer, vt d le
reposer longlemps, jusgu’d oo gu’un jour =& Msse pour wi au
milizu e cette cumnidee queneombrent taol de prdientions e
de médivernids.

“Tu me dis voyessous, jo Cen gonjure, ¢l raccordons-
Gous. Oul sans doate ef de tout mon ceewr. Jen ol fuim ot soifl
Je sens guiun mody posad & la eprpacne aveg loy o forait un
bien profond dont 15 treces seraient dumbles. Souws parlerons
de ce projol pne adtre fois, Maimensnt ma desonde n'est pas
engore mare, mais elle seondeire Io snorot incessamment o gue
Lon veut e de mol Je mempresserni de e le dire, afin que
nous puissions convenir du lemps cf du lisy o0 nous pourtions
nous voir,  Fai encore vieill par e ereur depois gue noUus nous
sommmcs weltlds, o engore seqois une nouvelle cxpdrvnes de
L wie. Tien ne scra perdu de toutes ces leyons nour totre vigiile
st qui resce toujours medllenre, phus seeoutable, plns yrie 4
mesure gue les vaniics et las moensonges de Lr pauyre homanité
s wultiphent sutour de nows,

L. Bemard de Coppens. d'Hondschoote, éprasa cn 1516 Fupéme. J seconde
s sowws de Lwrarine. U @it edficier sows I'Togus o la Restagration: - il
démizacnna en 1310 Ceeomt hes Coppens, les prondenz, qui enrent Fides de
proposer & Lamartine de se présenter 4 In Adcpifatiem. I'n 1831, Lamarine sera
élu dépuid e Dergues. conlie de cirzanser plion élzgiarale. s wout pris " Homds:
chuety dans e département du Serd.
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=Adiew, trés CHer Ami, ne sois pas ingrat envers la vallée
de Chambéry. A tow retour d'Balic, arréfe-ioi quelgues jours |
duns ce beau Pays qui t'a inspire de si beaux vers™.

En Janvier 1832, ¥iricu (vt nommé mintsine plénipotentiaire du roi
de Sardaigne 4 Berne. Quuatre ans aprés, il fut transféré & 'ambassade de
Waples. Clest B qu'il mourad le 15 Juillet 1837, des suites du choléra gui
fasait alors de grands ravages dans cette ville

IIT. DEBUTS DES DETTES

Lamartine et Yigonel craient amis de ceur et... dz-bourse.  Mais
celui qui faisail le plus souyent appel & Ia bourse de Puntre n'ciait pas
Yimmet. car i était aussi ordonné o aussi prevoyant que Lamartine ¢érait
porlié au paspitlagp. La vie d oisivetd ot de dissipation menge & Paris lui
a colité cher. De Décembre 1815 3 Mars 1816, il faudra payer 16000
franes pour les denes gqu'il avait Faites.

Clest i Vignet done, le compagnen de ses jows ot de s0s prines,
qu'il faisa: woujours appel. Celui-gh d'aillours. constameent inguiel de
Iétar de ses finances, [ui demandait 2 18 Octobre 1815

“Oi en sont maintenant tes embarras de Yortung 7 Est-
clle prossie encore eotee wrrible avalanche qui g menagaic déja
et dont la chute déciderail peat-étre de ton exislence { venir ?
Réponds-moidong un pod vite, ¢f ne me laisse pas pendant deux
moii enticrs me ronger die mon impatienes.  Me me connais-tu
pas asses MAintenant pour SAvOir gue J'ai besoin de oi.
que je disire Alphonse et Aymon, que je les regretie, que je
pense 3 eux commw j¢ pense 4 mon fréne Mavier, lorsque je Uai
yuitlé depuis longtempy ot gu'it me lande de le revoir.™

Yignet n'éparcne ren pour venir ad secpurs de Lamarnine. I [ui
écrit de Bissy, {e 17 Wovembre [815

“To as pu craindre que,je ne fusse enlé guclque jour de

compromeire ma fortune pour empécher Te délabrement de la

ticnne. Je L sais bon pré de oo serupule. je dois L@ remercier de

m'avoir juge capithle d'un dévoucment de ce genre, Le peu de

bien que Dicw m'a douné appargient 4 ol el & mes Amis. Si par
impossible tu venais jamais me demander un refuge dans men

vbscure et modeste solitude, huserais repu & bras ouverds et avec

des Jarmes de joig. Je t'ofldirais peu de jouissances, mais au



mroins bruucoup de repes, oL le mofveau de pain que je romprais
de moitie pvee tor. me semblernic Ben savaurcux,  Malhou-
reusement je ne poufrais ren fuire de plus. — Fai fait éeore en
run nom par wne de anes fantes & oun azent de Change. 4 Lyon.
1l ne pousait disposer d'une somme un peu considérable que
puur lrois mois, Ce n'dlat point 12 notre affuire, et je m'en
suis bien alfflipd, Mais dans une néeessité. pressunte, pour éviter
un delat ou te domner Lo wemps de chercher aitleurs, b pourrads
te sousenit de M. Paguniey. ™'

Trois mois apros, plus exactement o 9 Fovrer 1816, il éont de
Thouen 4. Lamarting gui hubitait alers 1"Hiel dus Deux Ports, Rue du
Hasard, Pans

“Suis-je encore & lemyr, won pauvie Ami, pout Uadresser
cotte wawedite lettre de change de 200 franes yul est restée
perdue & la poste de Chambery pendant vingt-ging jours, et qui
me revient comme par miraele. Je vais 4 Gendve dans quelgues
instanis pout faire mai-mdéme charger cetle loitre. Que Dicw
I'accompazne ¢l la {awse tomber enire 1es mains assez 4 temps
pour gue tu sois sausé. On a envoyd de Chambiry de ma pore,
1 ton adresse roe i Hezord, une anere eitre de change de T,
Elle est partic Io 6 Fésrier wa nitin, Elle u dd Uarrver 12 10
Tt mis a la poste de Genove dewx antres fettrgs de 500 F.
chacune, le 3 du Courant gue ta as 30 receveir ke 7. Celleci
de 2000 F partiva le 10 ctturmiveracle 35 oule 16 Dis-moi
bicn wite goand 1o auras enfin recuctlli Ia lertre {amle

~Jui regu hicr woe bertre de toa excellenle mere. Quelle
fermmie, yuelle Mére, ool Anse sur froweree ¥ Na-t-eile pas cro
doveir me remercier des Fajbles senviecs que j'ai pu e rendee.
Ne mita-lclke pas ditles mots de rocomaissance les plus uima-
Les pour Aymon et powr moi. Jo lul répondral & mon miour
de Genéve,  Muais guele ketire lui ¢enre Jui puisse valoir sa
Tattre.

Dol yuel parli m as pris. Ton hamme a--il eonsenti
i venic & Panms, ou 1o fodeet il vesiv a Lvon, Dans co dernict
cas, i1 Fiut préense e jour oty particais. hotel odr tu irais
diseendie. Tu m'y frewverais ea deeendant de voiture, Pext-
gerais Parpent. jo payeris mob-meme 10m cfeafciet. el |2 uriis
Iair de me fuire subroper par lui duns rons ses droils contre
ioi. Enfin, daps cene sapposition, je femi 1 jout ee qu' Aymon
vauliil fuire & Pars @ jopense gud eeb eagelleak o awra regu de
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Grenoble les 3000 Foogu'il attendait, 1]y airois jours sculcment
quion ma remis 4 la fois sa letire de Pars du 17 Janvier el
votre lerrre du 29 Dédcembre gui contenait la recommandation
pour Mr Dassice. T veds guels inconvenients jai 28 trouser
d iraiter des aMaires uussiimportznies. de Paris & Thonon.
~Adicu, mon Pagvie Aymon. seis Reurcux. toujours
heureux, Que Dicw te progséoe ¢f qutil te rende bien vile 4 1a
Meére, a {cs Seurs of & tes Awis. Adieu aussi mon cher Al-
phonse. Ne b L jumais de maimer et de gricr pour moi.™
Lriis

“Encore une fois, i o Faul point togeidter parce yuoe
lu werras mes letires de chanee armver apres (o jour de leur
ceheanee. Les Banguiers surp Tosquels elles song prées onl etld
prevenus par leurs correspordanls et b opersoone Jui les exi-
cera & Lyon trowvera Parpent taut prie””

En ke 1% Féwner, 4l lui dent

“Je regods ta leitre du 20 Jo suns désold de tows Tes codtie-
lemtps qu tu eprauses, Je préveis yue 1u ne seras plus heurcux
pour les autres loftres de chanee que 1o receveas de moi, gue
pour ves diux mendut< de S0 F. mais 4 Lyen cola ne pourrn
sauffrir de dilficulid. 5 par hasurd cela daait, renvoic-moi
foiles ves lettres de change oo je pirs pour Chambéry o0 on me
rendra s aneenl. gl i moi-méme le porler 3 Lyon. Jeme
trouveral ausst dans vetle derngers wille dans e eas o ] fuo-
drait yue tu -y vinsses. [ epres o refus de o Créuncier de
fuire lo vayaer de Pars. to dois avair regg maidenant de
Chambery ou de Genéve fen comptant ces deux mandats dont
tu e parles) 10530 F. 5j tu rouves su bas de la derpldre
letere de change le nom de e Porein d’Avressicux, 10 me par-
donniers eotle indiserétion forcée. Apres tous les retards gue
Fal dprousds, e n'élais plus 3 temps de fuire venir celaicl pont
{ sioncr. puis de ke renvoyer — c'est par un retard de oo penrs,
gquve ma bonne coustne tenverra ces 550 F.oauxquels tu ne
tatlendais pas. Je lui avais laissé en partunt de Chambéry des
pleins pouvoirs jusgu’a la somme comptant de 16000 Fr.
Draprés ce que 1o mlavais dit duns les premidres lettees gue tu
ne pouvais-irop compler ni sur Grenoble ni sur Micon, je n'aj
nas &LE 4 temnps doe la provenit lomsgue 3ai lu que nos sommes
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Hewcgux by voir Lamaning déharnesdé dvne puntie de ses in-
guistudes, Vignet recommands & sereami d'éprouyer de o reconniisanee
uniguement envars Dicw. De Thenan, Te 24 Fovner %16, 11 lui gonfie :

“Jémis seul dans ma chambre. tristernent wsas avprés do
mon feu, lo e Bapwée, et Te oewur Rien mulade, lersque 1a
lertre du 12 mi'est armivée.  Enoapprenanl gue tu Seais dilived
de tes Inguidiudes, que ey sommies gue te alcndais enenpe
sefdient benlor eotee 1os mamis, enfin gue 10 albais renaitre
a wne vie heuwreuse er pisible, j'ai senti que Tes larmes nre
semaient pux yeUx. Ju M Sws pS L pnouk pour remercict
Dicu, pour le poerde (¢ soulenic Jusyu'd ladin ot d'aghever son
ouvrlge.  Car r'en doctons pus. mon piugvre Alphonse, clest
Tui seul quia toun fiik Ta msdre eb sen execllente amie, ot lon
Frére Aymon of mol nous n'Hions toes gue de Feibles insire-
ments gntre des mains puisaanies. o n'a pas mangué a sa
parale.  Aussirdr gue tu as commened a espérer en Lui. il 1'a
enviconié de misericorde. Un jour, quand to voudre revewr
i lui quand tu sems bien las de clercher 4e bonhewr eb le repos
au milieu da waslie dos hommes o des danoers des plssions,
ty chercherus 4 e rappeler 1ous les bienfaits de Dicu et purmi
cepx-d, poublic pas de compler eclui gutit wvient de Taire
umwourd i pour o s b e pudnt

cTowl se répane pen o ped autour de ol Tes Parents
reviennent & leur prepiére atfection. Tu n'aurs bientdr sucun
désir a: Former.  Le passé s7#Tape of {fuvenir ¥a te sourire,
Continue sasemenl a4 réformer ta vie. & diovinuer s heseing,
ia modérer 1oz dipenses ot gue T eruelle Tegon gue to viens da
oeevait poosett jamiis perduwe. Wlaamis-tn pas assez des
deux mille ranes qui vonl L2 resler en fonds, pour aeguider
toutes oos petiles detles que tu ne comptais gu'a Jemi. Ne
perds pus un ingtant pour andimtiv lest cela, afin que 10 puis-
ses dormit en pais sins éire jumais révedlld par sueung ine
yuicrde,

“Duns Pinguictude ob j'oais encore sur loosucecs de
notre grands aire. lorsyoe 3°ui 4 répondre 4 ta bicn henne
Bire. o Jub imdrguals Un MORen, un pielx NessoRe, Pour e
sUuUver. au msins poar détovener Vorige dans le gas @u holre
seerel auraic po se dévauvrir par le hasard ou par Vindiserition
de ton Créancier. Dieo o vouby nous Sparener gelte épreuse,
Guil on osodr béni mille Tois. Avee guelle impaliences jo vals wf-
tendre chacune de (ea leteres, 3o ne fernierai celle-ei gu’apris-
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demain, parce yue je reces Tl peut-Blre oo jout-la yuelgue chose
de toi, ¢ gue ma léwe est irop soulTrame pour mic laisser éorita
souvent.

N B le courrier ne mi'apporle tisn de Pans.  Je serai
plus heurcux peut-tire demain,  Adww, moen Cher Alphonse,
Je o donmnerat bentol L déiail de voutes mes pdmuciations.”

Un an aprés, towujours de Thonon, f i dit :

“Tu 25 hedreus, est-ce b dive assez combien je suis heu-
Tepx maf-méme. inon Pauvre Alphonse. ami si cher et trop
lonptemps malheurcux, yucl bien W m’as fait. 21 & Aymon el
a moi en nous demrandynt ce gue 1o aurais demandE 4 1es Frires,
st Dicu t'en avait domné, guand fu nous as dit @ je vais pénr,
sauvez-mol. Pour ju premitre fois peut-8tre, nous avons pu liire
une bonne Acuon, doue: pout nowus et wtile aux autres, pour
la premigre fois nous svens po étre contents de nous-mémes.
¥oili ec gque nous te devons, quel bienfait pourrait compenser
celui-ty 7.,

"Jal vraiment souffed de tous les méoompes que o
tprouves dans 1es esperunces ef de tous les ennuis yue ton
Onele te donne, Mais il ne faur point te [asser, il fuut le yuinere
A lorce d'¢zards et de provédés. [lte preserit une anncte gomme
le terme de ripusur, eh bien, il re fuut prendre que deux mais,
i apres ce temps tu n'us rien aktenu. il ne faut plus rien aitendre.
11 fiuut partir, au reste si tu puux te dscider A ce voyuge de Micon
dant tu me parles, yirei Cembrosser, el me faire présenter 4 la
famiile. Mais il faut que ce soit dans le courant de Mara, car
apmes, je ne pourrai plus atler, je ne pourmi tc donnge que
quelques instants bien gouns mals paurais vu la Mére, lon
excellente Meére, je Uunriis embrassé fod-méme, et d aussi grands
plaisirs valent hien un vovage.

"Je le remercic de toutes Ly précailtions pouT assirer mes
intérles. Cela n'diaat pas néeessaire. Je vois que la lertre de
JHF, que l'aenvoyiée Mlle Perrin o Avressieux a é:é éparée.
e lui deris aujourd’hui pear gu'elle fasse prévenir 1o Banguier
de Lyon. Il m'dduit reseé cela des W0 F, que j'avais encore
oy,

“Adicu, man Cher Alphonse, ne déscspére pus de avenir.,
Résignc-tol & tout c¢ que fu pourrais souffric encore, of n'oublic
Jjamais que Dieu est ru-dessus de tout et yu'il saura aveir soin
de ioi.”



Sut routey Jos pomannes do le funille de Lamanine, seale su mcre
se faisait du souci 3 chvse de ses dettes, of Wizact ue mangue pas de da
MssuUTeT.

Il demande a Lumartine Io 25 Aval 1514 .

~D¥s bicn @& 1a bonne dire de ne prendie sucun soucisut
les sommes que af logvées pour tol, Les wermes de rembour-
sement goe je i ai indigués dans man Z2éme lelire ol aurent
sentblé bien courts. Je la conjure de nlavoir 4 got égand aucune
mguiétode. Jarreoperal lout eela,™

MErme loin do France, ¥inol conunue § ¢ soucier dz Iéal des
finanwes d2 Lampdine. De Brugsiloy il Luiséerit 1o 235 Seprembre 1824,
Jorsgque Lamartine ¢rait Churpd d*AlMaires de S M. Trés Chréticnne prés
de la Cour de Tosgune. & Florence -

= Quunt & rotre affaine. Jauris co besoen de Vargent dont
je t'ai park pour 1¢7 Newembre, ¢'est-a-line des 6000 F. Si
peus me los Taire envoyer de Micon, cola tifarrangera oot 3
fuit. 51w nc o peux pog égnis-le-mob coureier par sourricr.
Dans Io cas conlrire. je preadrsi d'uwtees dispositions mais
da pranicre 4 étre prét pour le ler tvovembre, Quanl aux qeatre
grerire e dost jo Uavais padlé, jai roflech: jo n'en aurai
ss0in que dv fa maitie, o'esta-dire de deux mifle, co qui fera
crp oLl K000-mas oes deny 14 re wonk wue pour Argreondie et
peuyent ctre aisément différds
~Lin £ttt de mol est un bore aussi vidahte pourles héntiers
ou pour tol gu'un contrat par desant Notaire Je n'al sur mon
patrimoine gue 4500 F d'une dete consritnde o coux que jul
gardés de 1" AlTaire fadic pour 1ol ol ils ne somt mdme pus hypo-
thégqués. Ta connais trop Qlympis pour ne pas élee sie gu'elle
ferait hommeyr sur mon: héntuge 4 signaiore—méme a difaut
d'herilage. Situ m'envoies Uerzent dont nows parlons, pur une
Jettre de change, J& Uen adresserai immedictementune revonnais-
sance ; ef je 1'éces dans mes papiers. Situ veux e laire remettre
a Paris, M. Begpio commissaire dv & M. Surde. re Sr Domi-
migne Hao 46, le recevtd gt en donnord TEcOnNGisLames pour
non eomple. Cela suffire pour atlesier o reniive de 1argent.
Il nen deit pes savoir dusunlape, et aussilat gue jen serai
intormé, e t'em enverrzi un hillzt en duc forme. stipulunt los
intéréts, - Cela ne peur luire sucwne eipéce de difficuled duns
les deux cas. Vaimerais micux towtefois gue L somme me soat
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cvayde diteelement el pan une ou plusicurs letires de change
sur Fariv, ou Lyon, — Mt reponds-tts fowd de suite. Je yeun
ebre sup d'ctre prel di 1oute mamére pour I ler Movemhre
prochain, précisénient parce Jue jai affaire 4 un Ami, yui me
donnerait tous Tes délais gue jo voudrais, Muid cela pourrsail
Ie deranger. Dvaiileurs une pomole est sacrée.  Adicu, tu vois
a la maméee dont 3'en tse gves 106 qoe 4o sais ¢8 que vaut une
amiié semblable & e ticnne.  Adicu encore.  Presse ton Mi-
nistre de tevenir, ou son successcur. 51 clest Phewreux Mur-
ecllis. fin'aura yu'un pas i faire. — Je t'embrasse de ecur et
d’ame, en atendant de 1e voir 3 Paris, si o peux y vemr,”

Pluy turd. 12 2 Acodr 1825, il comblc Lamznine de ses conseils

“Fai regy hicy la lecre du 29, Je e remercie, mon Cher
Ami. dfuvoir confirmd les bonnes espérances que j avais cucs en
te veyunt punin, dun howrcus voyare, qui ne serail pus trou-
ME Ton Goile émit mseeadinre, Ds lors. il n'y avuil fer &
cruindre, car on aora beau dire, eteile est quelque chose.
Cest lu portion de b votontd cupréme, dond il est pepmis 4 noire
fuible inweltipensy, non de compeendre, mais d'ohseover o
déveluppement.

“Ty me dis d°échanrer I bitlet de M. de Maupéon contre
un dutre. Je le ferai, en cepitalisant Tes intéréts non payés
Jusguiad jour oo le ble scra-renoovelE. Mais tu as oublié de
me dire une chose eswenticlle, cest ie derme de prolengation.
5t ectle pausre ille o besain de som arpent dans deux ans, par
exemple, tu comprends yue po ne puis prendre sur moi den
foelire trois ol qualte sur 1o billet, daprés les convenuneces de
M. do Muumion. Eens-m done tout e soie ce gu'entend
cette Tl Je me ferel ricn sans avoir reon o Féponse d oot fyard.

“Tu frouveras ci-pont lout o auc I'Ambassade de 8. M.
Sarde peut e donner pour nos douanes, Le Minisire des Al-
faires Brrangdres cf les diverses Missions n'omt aucan ordre 0
dormer au Ministre des Finances de gui dépendent les Drouanes.
Ce n'esk gqu'une favivution, Une pricre pur jorme de courtofrie,
51 tes chevaux emmenaivnt ton fourton, wous kb protiction et
voyageant avee fol, Jo dois croire quiils ne scront pas visités,
Mais les Douanivrs sumient droit de dire. si tes éguipages
marchent wiolds, yue ws Domestigues peuvent abuser de 1a
situddion proviltéeice pour faire Ia contrebande comme cela est
arrive tunt de fouws,



“Yoicl done e yu'ih faue gue (U fsses. Eorls sans retaed
aw Marquis de lz Toor du Pin. ou 3 Fun des Secetiaires de
A bassade de demander pour toi so Ministére des Finanees,
[rexemption de toote visiie et de tor droit pone ton fourgan,
vt [ruversed In fromtiore, w 12ile fpogque gr ocomtemmt fes
phjeis {gue tu désignceras en péEndrall feruds dans el nombre
de Cuisses ou Mallex,

“Tu désigneras le npombre de olsvaus, ef o nom des
homines gui les gonduicont.  Cola ne seuffiita sucune diffi-
culis, et los ordres seront donnds immediatermnent.

»Ai-j besain de tavenir que ecla 1o fownut. non seule-
ment e preteste, mais le fgiine et d’un etard que tu
pourras ités bz emploser i 81 Point. Eens & M. des Dumes
cra Mg La M. F. er subsidisicement 3 Prévost. T démarche
ecentiele gue Wi as ete obligd de Taire poor gue Les effos e
Fusscnt pus arréids aux frontitres Sundes, noire Amhgssude
il nhavumt pu oaceorder @ eor épard, avcunc injunction posi-
tive, gui e pouvail panir que de rolre Minisme des Finonees,

tAdieu, gue los Angos le protércnt 1e eonduisent et 1@
raniment vl quand nous nous serons relrousSs, puissions-nous
ne plus nous guitier. Encoere wne fois Adiew, jo Cembrae de
foul mon geewr,

Loy

P. S —DOoms ks anmeroches possibles au Pont de Beow-
voisin, demande M. Flouret une ancicomne geonuissance 3
nous, protégd du Marguis 7Y onne el de St Svenn. O oguid il
doil wout ge quiil est”.

v, EPANCHEMENT POETIQUE

Lorsguion est déseuvrsd ol inste, I fawt croire gqu'on ne frowve de
meilleut refieee que duns [y podsic. Ccst ainsiyus Jes deux amis se mirent,
tren avant TRLS, & cultiver fa muse Eplorée de Vélégic. s rimaient dés le
colltee. et fos premires fetires de Lantartive sont plzines de vers badins,

57



Mais Tvurs promiers vers séreus ob tristes datent de 1814, Clest Parnés
ol Yignet perdil coup suf couwp s mére., ol o putionalié francaise pae
suile du rattechement de Ja Savoic au Piemant !,

Clest Panmiée aussi 0@ Lanuding ot Yieicu enteérent dans les
Gazrdes du Corps de Louis XV Cos Gvénements divers eunent une
profonde répercussion sur eux.  Nows ne possédons pas grand chose
dc cette pudsic de Vigaet dont Lamurtine pacle 4 maintes reprises dans wa
Correspondance. ainsi gue dans ses Monaires,

Yoicl un poéme inticele “Trsiesse’ dom les stances méleneoligues
onf le 1our ¢ Vaceenk des vers de Lamartine ¢

Chaque nuit g =on Losle songg,
Chague journde o sa doulewr
Le fruit a le ver yui'le:ronge
Un aure ver ronge la feur.

Les plus beuux jours ont leur nuage,
La plus bulie onde & son liman,

Le soleil perce fout ombrge
L'ombre accompagne tout rayon

. Le 18 Dclobre 1815, il &-it 4 Lamartine -

Iy a poimt de joc sars ameriume 0 n'y o puint de boaheur suns méiangs.
Tu us yu o2 bon Manoir de Rissy, i hospaalior, & puisible,  Bienldt nous allons le
quilier. b [vver de Giasy va s7oleindeg e Pairon de Ta Colynie s"élmigne of nous yoild
tous disperses. Mon encle siend d'ére poanmd Colenel. de L noovelle Brigade de
Xgreve yni gomprendra Pancien régimert de oo nom o el nos doud aulogs Tlgimems
de Milwes provineiales. Le-rod Pa cliargt de Fooganisation de oe corps qui zura plus
de 4000 b draprés e svstdérme Prussion, Cest § Sigmerel go'il sera ford de s'éakhr
Sa femme Ju suvre Peut-Gire voudra-i-glle etunener ma sodur gun Lgime wniguement,
fu moins pour les 4 mons d'hiver. Cene bunoe Melle Fanchedts gue (o trouviis si
attachznie, ira kabiler aver som frive Pancien hicitage Paternel & guelyues licues de
nolre yatlde, Je seru appelé & Thonon par mes afluies, Xovier sera Raé § Chambbry
par les devonrs de sa pluse. Ty vous gue nous e saurions Etre plus comptetcment dis-
strminds, Tout vela matiriste profendérent. d'ons & Bizsy sefon mom cosur, heereus
de cetle vie de Barnille gqui reriplizsait kous mes désins, i repusait [outes mes iddes sur
L asenit trangquille ef umivrtme. To te parde de (oot cela un pew longuemend puree quc
tu aimes le salem de Prssv, ot gue tw es gimé de tous ceox qui Phabuent. Pourguas
sommes-aeus & lan Fun de Fantme, Pourgeod n'as o pu venir partager aeee meoi les
Truitd de mes beaos fousers @ Adiey, Favai charnd Aveen dans ma deemiere le e dee
mille sousemirs peur ton 32 e pre de lui fdrede ma park unc eommission loule
pareille.*”
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Dés quton arpve aux licug gu'on aine,
On senee & Fieure du dépad;

Bien marement colul qui sime

Quand vicnt 1 moisson & s part.

Tout plusit a sa triste velle,
¥t son plus tristg lendemain,
Lr gquand un souwvenir s'éveille,
Fitt-il doux, il est un ¢haprin,

Lu ploire u prés d'eflz Uenvic,
Le dévouement fair des inemiby,
La Mol qui console la wie

Cantre Je doute se ddébat,

Lamour n'gst quiune servitode,
Seit gquil reluse ou donne tout
AujourdThui c'est Vinguictude,
Demzin ce sera le dépadt.

Rien n'est complet mien ne demeure,
G qui visnt passe sans relour.

Pour whe Ivresse i faut wae heurre,
Pout unc jllusicn un jour.

®aus avons daas touies es fées,
Od 1e soTt nous & Comvids,

Des feuilles verled sur nog 1fees.
Des feuilles mortes sous nos pieds,

Mais Vigret re semble avoir ¢t mullre de sa lyre que vers 1819,
c'estsa-gire d I'époque ai Lamarline avait composé ses plus belles
Meditations. N &ait lein d'ateindre i la perfeciion de son ami. Pour-
jant. dans une au deux pidoes COMPOLGES lors de sa mutaricé poétique,
il imile si bien Lamarmine, quil s’avére difficite de faire une distinetion
enikre un de ses podmes et une Mediciise par exemple. Cest co guil se
produir effectivement - Lamarine, ayanl regu de Yienct un podme daid
du 16 Mui 1823, ctinilé A ma Lampe' !, recopic ce potme de £a
propre main ¢t Mademe Yalentine de Cessiat. nigee dut patre. 87y lussern
prendre en le publinnt dans e reeucil posihume des ' Pudsiey  Tuedires™
de son oncle

1. Cions parmm et meilleurs podmes g2 Vignet @ “Les Tombeaus d'tiauee-
Combe . “Ma EBille Muorte™,
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Copendunt, ¥ionet s'iodeessait & <~ Cloris™, poéme épique de

Vamartines. gui restera towjours inacheve. 1 ne se soucie pas moins de
san ““Depnier Chant du fusse’ | el en parle Spuvent au pocte.

Le 18 Octoboe 1815, 1l éonit & Lamartine. Rue du Hazacd, Hatel

des Doux Pomis, Paris

“Ma sanit ¢st toujorrs bien fuible, ma 18te est si fatooge,
mes idées si vagues, s wonfuses, que i’ai besoin pour ne pus
pleurer. de tecueillic lout mon courage.  Si je n'uvais travaille
depuis longremps 4 me deésintéresser de moi-méme. je devraiy
miatfiger maintenant plas que jamais, Mon oncle. M. de 5L
dal, vient d°Gire rappeld de Uile de Sardajgne. 1 résidera &
Génes avee le tlre d fntendass Gendral de la Marine, Je pour-
rais Rabiter aupris de lub avec tous los avanlages imaginables,
52 fertme eit pa modele de bonrs, dlesprit ot dlaimable
obligeanue. Leur itk est un enfunt de douze ans, pleine de
genttllesse of dlenvinalité,  Jo overrais 1y “er, celie mer de
Livuric dant les Aots sont si purs. dont les réves sont sl riants,
eh bien, je renonee d'avanee 3 cetle pompective gui 1@ parailra
peut-Etre asser dowee.  Cependant, si jamais tu veux Tevoir

‘Flialie. si tu vus jamais chereher dans ce beau Pays. des distre-

Hons peur les chagrins, ou Loubli des omupes gqui lourmen-
teront ta Patric, ou des Twages pour fea Chiis, L0 m'éeniras
alors, Je partimi pour t'aller recevoir 4 Génes pour ten faire
les heancurs, powr Uy relenit pendant quelques maois, Tu duruy
suns doute laissé guelgques connaissances en Malic, mainlenant
tu ¥ auras des Amis. Tu poux ic dite désormas que fu as i
Gines, un omele, une (anle ¢f Bre pelile So45INE,

“Cmrd ) sdee wlor che e,

11 a vicy, e wiitre deda lyre,
Il a véen lo chanire dos anwcs,
SOT coUr 5 ELEINL s VDIt expireg,
Tralie adicn pour keujours !

Il chamtait les Rerus sor sa dvve immonedle,
Woble amont de ke ploire 2 Lo gloice Jidéle,

Le Tusse appelaic PFavenir
1 chiantam <1 belle patrig,

Lt ses douleurs ot sun amic,
Il chanrait, mais il va mourir,

Cors wora Rurmomnieux, mais courts d haleme, préschient des toutnores de langue

plutat italicnoes ; ils dennent méme Pimpresson davoie énd jraduits.
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R s regl frois primdes paecs yue Jo Béenvis iy a plus
d'un mos T Iy avais gjould quelgres vem arranees G la hilte,
sans correction et sand clipunee. umguenient pour e demander
si e eon de ces vers it supperahle pour le debut de moen
Elémic. U lapl mienceugaser s (u yeux gue jo nuisse achever
cette winvre trop pénible pour mm parcsse. Adwieu eneore,
Jaurui hientdt peot-Etre quelques renscipoements sur fe meik
Ieur mivyen dlarranger tos alfires, Je viens de Uéerire »i longue-
ment que.mi LEte e peut plus soosoutensr.”

Et le I ~pvembre 1815

“Porie a Milly T orecusH delicieus e e @ovees de el
awtomne,  Que bes difpics doivent dire belics stoee petic chef-
dlieuvie i ld Ml envoyé. est oo e L oas fuit de plus
médioere, Je (e promets vne visite siotu e laisses Bdehir. Jirai
passcr avec toi deuX ou (Tols semmaines: du mois de Janvier.
Mous Toverrens ensemble Joutl oo goe 1 as éerit dans Pentrai-
temient d'uoe subie inspirstion of nous cftiwerons Tos rashes
l2geres, Surtout nous comeerierons wee ta Méoe lkes moyens de
vornbler Fabome. Car jo n'ul point renoned mmoone @ cefte
CipAFI oy PAUMYW Jue (i-minte ne vadlle pas 3 L détruire.

“Adiey engore, domain podre adeille Savoic doit Gire
rendue pour fowjours 4 sow wai Mairre, Jal cublid de Le
parler  de celo, tant jotais occupe de a7

e lunpueus commune porlail les deux wimis A vrouver des voluples
neffables dans lu podésic éléviague. Le 17 Novemboe 1815, Vipnet lei
coniic de Bissy

~Depuis un mois, 701 begucoup soulferl, mron Cher Ami;
je mlui puosupporler pendant rosrt oo temps wn yuar dCheuars
diapplication.  Jo ol pu i birc vne page, nj devire ume letive,
ni coletenic dafs ma pensts wn songe yui (0L un peu suivi.
Fai wdpdtd duns Ta imsle aputhee dune exslency purenent
auimaly.  Jo me lesais, je guittois moa chanbre pour aller
dans Te sudan me Jeter sur v sopha. essiyns de e promener
pour me distraice of o vemnas biental me rasseoir, vzalement
fatipué ol de Pexerviee ot du fepes. Un instonsl J7ai pu wrowre
e 1ous mey anciens made dflanat e gt oelte idse mi'en-
Tewvait tout man coorace. Muis Dicw ve I'a pas voulu. Jo suis
hicn depuis deux jours, iz respive. je puis jouir do la Socideé de
mes Anus, je s quelgues ootaves du Tusse, Iz we eéchaufTe
aux ravens @un heau solal d'Auwimnne, eplinge seos que muos
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czur bt hien vile cncore ot que mon imaginalion n'est pas
eicinte.  Je puis Cderire maintenant, mon pauvie Ami. te
consaler, te milformir contre le sori et contre toi-méme. Tu
a5 €6 mulade aussiav corpa o1 2 i'dme. Tu as passé Je lonzues
nuits dans les inrmies 5 to as penst aver amertume 4 ta (oruine
menacie, 4 a santé yfaiblie, combien (o m’as fait pitd. Faurais
voulu &ure prés de tor, faire placer pour mot un autre iit & cité
du len, soigner tes inquiétudes, calmer {*ardeur dc ta fidvee &
force de soins, d'indulgence et danuitié. Faime ces tristes
cccupations de Garde-Malade domt j'ai fait déid un si long
apprentissage. Jaurais bien su te veiller ou f¢ donner & boire.
Pourquoi n'as-tu pas fail avertir Aymon, Poerquoi lui-méme
est-l resté un mods sads lc voir. sans venir preadre deotes
nouvelles, Llidée de parvenir, de s’avancer dans le chemin de
la fonune, cette idee lui a-i-clle fait oublicr ses Amis. Est-ce
que I"air gonfagieux de Paris Va gagné.  Est-il déja dans Uenfer
doy  edes 2.0

“Adicy, je nz spis frop muintenant guand je reprendrai
ma lyre abandonnée. Les choses charmanics que o me dis
suf mes vers ne m'ont pas eogore réconoilic wvee eux. Cut
hiver, j'achéversi peulStre cette clépie depuis si longlemps
projetde. Tu me (&licites de dédaigner ainsi mon propre talent.
Mais ¢'est qu'en véritd je Vignore ¢f que je ne puis y croire.
Dans mes pensées. dans mes sentiments, dans (oute mon
existencs enfin, iout est ¥ague, conlus ot indéterming. Tln'est
quune scule chose dont je suis parfaiternent sir, ¢'est que je
t'aime de tout men ceur.®,

Et le 24 Février (814, il lui répéte .

“Je ne songe plus A gette éléwie du Tasse yuetu me roeome-
mandes. Et Digu sait quand je pourtai reprendre désormaiz ma
Iyre abandonnée. Mes ennuis g1 1a maladic en avrent brisé les
cordes, sans doute, hélas, pour twujours. Juwrais 4 regertter
Jpeut-ftre cette pomsolation de la-vie, mais pour vous, mes arnis,
vous y perdrez bien pou de chose.  Adieu encore,™,

Le 28 juin 12i6, Lamartine annongait 4 son ami Yaugelas gu'il
allait “fairc imprimer incessamment [...] quatre petids livres d*¢légies. cn
um petit yolume...” — Déja e 25 Avril 1816, Vipnet éoni 4 Lamartine

“Tu viens d’achever dyux livres entiers dBlégies, tu gs-
quisses ic plan d'une trapddic, 1u en as 4§ priparé quelyues
sedney, tu amasses des maténiaux pour on grand poéme ot 1out
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cely & lu foin,  Ceopendant. tn dods sentir gue cotte jnspiration
sublime din talent dont (1 ghuses 3 plaisic st une ivresse. ung
figvre qui ne sauraat durer sans tuire mal et bico mal. Apeds
ccla, comment veus-lo pocrir?  La lampe jelicra wn prand
gclul auronr detle ; on se réchaulTern G sa Jummitne. mas cet
éelair trop rapide sera hign yue ¢teint. D'ailleurs. & quoi bon
s'agitce pour obtemr guefques rouvelles chunces de forlune
lorsgue tu as deéia pur-devers tol les plos belles espérances.”

WNotoms gue ¥ionet s'inliresse a0 la santd o Lumortine autant et
sinom plus 4’8 sa pocsie. Cest amsi qutil Pengage & quitier Pans, pour
aller sc meposer dons le site pant du MEconmiis,  Le 1 Mui 1416
il dent de Chambéry 4 Lamaning qui habatuit Favhoury 510 Germain,
Rue des Penies Augusting. No, 26 Parnis -

“Tu gouviens doid avee moi yue lex affaires ot les soins
de 1a-forlune e e revennent plus & Purs, puisgue toutes les
vhances possibles de place pu o etaklissement =" #Hoipnent chigue
Jour davantaze, Tuen es mainienant & guleoter Tos désupréments
ou les dégodns que tu trouveras wifewrs. Pour cela comme pouwr
tout I reste. mon cher Alphonse. ) fuul espérer et preadre
cournze, s¢ fawre d'uvance pour Ies cirsonstances dilficiles un
plzn d¢ conduite ferme of invunable, ot sunowvt ne pas ngoraver
A foree de réflexians of de =onpes ¢o yui est diji asser trisie on
réalitd.  Tu es mulaWe of Fion asser mulade. non gee ta soix
eiposd & aucun dzopet pour boprésent, mss en caniinuant <o
rente de traeail qui tahitme Fime of 1z corps, en 12 livrant tout
entier & ge mal de podse gui w brale et {v dévore. Lo finitas pur
fomber dans Uéial cruel od jo sws dopuoss sin annees. Tu emDoe-
somneras ta v des mémes soutffrunces gqui ont Toummealé In
mienne, cf tol idole de ja Mére 101 le sautien de 1es nom, Puni-
que espoir de 2 famille, w0 deviendreis bicntél ce guc jo sws,
n homme suns avenir ¢f sans cspirange. o inutile poids sur
la tzere, Que mon cacmpls ud meing ne soit pus perdy pout
toi, Alphomse, ami si wher ef trop mulhourcux, pour {e toste
pluisit d'une réputation préivace , pour la part de gloire qu'un
fivee d'éliyies pourra-te valoir ne suenfie pss. je t'en conjure.
Fimtmense trésor ue tu pourfas acuine aprds guelyiues annces
de repos. lorsgque won bewa penic corady, déseloppd par e
siferice ek la médittion wera capebic des plus gruodes choses. et
ne verra plus ren ao-dessus de Jui quiil ne puisse surpasser ou
arfeindre, A ton dpe by gs déja foit besdeoup trop. ol cependant
tu gy emcore devant s yeux une lonpue of belle parriére de
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longues anndes & parcounr.  Alssi done, au nom de Diew,
repose-lol sur {es wusres, iU veux fuire do grandes choses, si
(e veux un jour desenie un grand homme — PAlicn 7, navait
rien fuit encore & M ans,

ol éret de ta sanld dewoande upe prompre réclution,
Puissostu e diécider bien vite, ot sans lo'livrer & de vains reprcis.
5i dg 1on propre aveu, Un seul jour de promenade ¢t de distrac-
tions a pu soslever o polds de cette horpble soutTranee gui
taceablain depuis plusicurs senines, que ne dois-lu pas espersr
dun séjeur de plusicum mois & la compagne. de Uair si doux
de 1z Peine, ot des curcsses de ta Miére bien meilloures encore,
hien plus dauees? Tu lims, to prendras des baios, o feeas des
courses 4 cheval, ty viendras souvenl on Sas o, oS JaseTons
ensemble. du passé ot de Pavenir, je o présenieng A4 tous mes
Antis. nous ménerons kne honne vie, meiid clérante, moild
rustigue. Pour moi, jo serai fout entier 4 les ordres. Je ferai ou
Iz paysan au Vartisie, jo e parlerai poésic ou jurdinzge, aouos
mous vougherems 4 Vombre de mes liguiers. w boims du bon
Tait, du vin bien viea, de Veau bicn Mmicghs,  MNous essayerong,
si Lo feoveux, de devenir un peu meillecrs, muis surtoud nous
ti forond rien, aheolumcat fen, nous n'cerirons pas une ligneg,
je n'acheverat point le Tasse-e1 tui tu ne penseras plus ni i Sadfl.
nid foreide, nid ton Cloviv, Mous travaillerons & nows reposer
et & Nous guérir, ce gui vaut m:'u'ux yue d'éonre de hoaux vers
4 Y sucur de son front, ot wux dépens de son banheur ol de ss
sunté [k

P. 5. “J%kis trop occupt de tol pour & perler de tes
bueaux verz, Scalement jo e remiereic.  Llinvoustion au seleil
honererait le plus heau here .

Adnurateur du génje de Lamarine, il se plait & reconnaitre s
supétiorité, Quelgues mods avaat la publication de Tu trapedic de Suil
¥ignet Jul ecnt

“Jo viems de joter ao feu ot que Javais dé cort. A Pen-
tendre, cela mluvait paru beaw, guand on e tient dans sos
ring, clest faibde, ¢ los paroles clissenc soe {"3me sans Jaisser

I, Tamartme a togjours admik Fefr Jo Dovte. 1) ki cumsacrery ITos
Eu rwtivrs dans son Coars Murrlier e Liveerwtore, Eoicetivna 2,17 200

2 Roppelom que et prbeiséoent 3 ioe e renie aas que Lamarting veord
set Mdirarions publises.
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de troee. Talma Fa dit, ol pous Vaveoms dic avant Jui @0 iln'y
a plus gue tei de Podle, dans les cent trene vers doe M. de Lavigne
in'a quege vors de beau: Fearws, rends-nons pos fgions, of c'est
un mel trouved lout foit duns Taehe gui le eépdtail d™apris
Augnsic.

cEmanlendnnt Saif, il Faut mooms oyer oo ode au stathepr,
Jeosads co yue glest. Mous Uavons cprousd, oo swet-la, en belle
el fostire grose, 1o di tiaspirer des ékimy sublimes. Adiew
Peut-gire vas-tu cire plus heureux desorminis. Tu cammences
ddjd par e micux porier. Cleot dija buaveoup. Mous ne sommes
nen encore yue des ofjdis de pitié, Voyons sh Pavenic de coile
vie fera guelgue chose de nous. ou Faudra-t-il attbendre cet
autre avenir dune viz meiifoure, gui dont finir our oe aul esl
ircompiel duns le pénie ou les @wres de Vhomme, of couran-
ner I'édifice que dans In mpidité de noire passage. nous n'aurony
pu éliver qu’d demi Adico vneorc.

Y. LE DRAME D'ELYIRE

Le pinie podtique de Lumarting comnaitee son entier Spunouis-
serment au lendemain de sa reneontre avee Mre. Jobie Churles,

Louis de Yignct asistera oo témoin i cet ¢vénement cipital dans la
vie de Lamartine. 1l pangeera ses joics, ear Julic Charles ui inspire un
sentinwent ol se vonfondeng afTeetion et lo respect. 1 opporlera dga-
lement son seuiien qnorl & Lowertine poodant les woments de désespoir
et de enstesse véows loin de Julhe Charles

Av commencement de Vielamne 1%16. Lemartine i3t la conrsais-
sanree & Aix-Les-Bains d'woe jeune fernme. Julie Charles, plus malede
gue Tur A Ja suite de coue renconere, o dira @ T 'ai cu Pineffable banheur
d*ainter entio de toutes nies Fieuftds um Stre wussi parfain gue j'en pauvas
conceveit' . Dés gl se sentenvahi de eot amour. I fuir appef a Vignet:
Y11 mest arrive ume proade joic®', lui éeril-if e ler Qulobre 116, Vienet
ne warda pas & le rejoindre. Dans [a pensien Perer & Aix-Les-Bains,
les deox amis ol lear inspirsinee, déju habitante du gicl”, passuieat
lour (emps i Fuire des promenndes ot des Teviuees.

La veille du lewr sépatation {le 20 Ocrabre) Jutic Charles leur chanie
ung julie balladye ceossaise wo bord du lac du Pouneet. Line teis de relour
a la pensian, Yignet récile son poéme sur L mort du Tasse

“) a véeu. le maire du la bere. 7



Afors Lumarline, ctanl passé ditns su chambre. en sortit quelgues
minutes spres aves wne fewille de papier: dl leut Tot Tes vers gui seront
inticules @ A Maduine Charles™:

SO 1o Ui mapparus duns ce ddsert du monde.

“Habitante du ol pussagire en oo licw.,. .7

Avant im la lecture de ce potme, B il sor fe visape de Judie
Charles une expression dehoautd si surhumaine. gu'il hésita un memsnt
entre Pamour ¢t Vadorative. Ce dernier seniiment Nemporta diens son
Sine ainsi que dans celle de Wienet, D5 tombiérent & penoux devant Lo
varuns ou clle ctail ussise e haisérent respectucasentent le bout du chile
Aulr ygul enveloppuit ses pleds" '

Pour commémaper colte soinge camtale. Vignel proposa diécrire &
tanis wne pape des Morfees. breivine de la fragilitd des amours lerresires
Lumarting wimait beaucoup oo pasaaze, 1 e dict sans doue de mémoors,
cac on y trouve des diverpences aver le texic de 1édiion orginnle das
Murtyrs. Mme Juhe Chirdes prt la plume la premidre, ensuile Wignet.
puis Lamartine. Elle duta @ A 200 Octabre 1516 ot <igna Julie.  Les
prénoms does dews gnus. Alphonse d gaeche ¢ Lows a dreite, encadrent
celui gui rescers loupoers provd dons lewurs gaurs.

s quirtérent Aix o 26 Ouetobee pour Lyon.  Julic Charles éfait
seule dans une verure formee. Lamartine o Wignet le suivstent en postes
dars une petite valéche déecouvertc d’od tls desvenduient & chague relais
pour aller prendre de ses nouwvaelles,

Arrivd 4 Micon, Lamurine i offtil de Vaccompaprer 4 Pans.
Mais ¢fle s'y refusa résolument, ne voulint pos protonper des Smotions
yui leur faisaient outpnt de mal i 'un gqut Uaotre,

Le 31 Octobre, its se séparérent. Quelyues heures apris. Lamartine
arrvait 4 Milly accompazne de ¥ignel dour la prisence lul érain indispen-
sable & oo moment Li. Ce dermier demewrera awpres de Tue un mois
enticr wniquement pour Tut servir de confident o d appui.

. %oor L. Siwhé o Ler Aminiis de Lawursne, o 134,

2 Clostloletre o Augusim d | udore gui eamnence par ces nnis 0 0 B sais
i fous mous reverions jumais, . Poblice draberd pag René Doumic dans fa Rewws
Laafete oty 25 Jucllet 14, cotie pape st reproduite par B, Sechc dams Le Roweda e
Fuarreime 49, 137 1350, Paris, Bavard. 196 in12 290 pases,
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Restd o Miiky, Lamarine ne cessait de penser a Julie, ke ceor serré
d angoisse. ear il &ait renseigné par le docleur Alin gui fa seignail. sur
son Hal désespére. Vignet singuitte Tedement du désespoir de son ami.
L 15 Acdt 1817, 11 lui seni de Chambdry

“Mon cher Ami. Tu me ciches Ly (tiste vériie, Tu ine
caches on vaon gue L es plus malide, & padsent je n'en doute
plus. Adile arrive de Paris, Aymon luiu donue de tes nouselles.
1 tui a dit que 1 éais plus fible gue jumais, Cela m'a fuit
un mal quu je ne saurais e dice. Au nom de Dieu. dis i la Mére
de n’éerire guelques lizaes, dis seolerment-un met et je pars ct
Jt vais L vodr, j@ ne e guoitlerd plus, 3 guel ber nous serions-
pous aimds, sl dons les plus dodloureux moments de ko vie,
nous devens #tre i 33 licues Pun de Paotre, Tivud veiller pres
de ton it jimn w prendte pour w laire changer d’air, et plit
i Diea gue 1w cusses fait pluldt oo voyage que jo e conscitlais
ct gui Caurait rendu 1a vie. Mon piuvie Alphonsic, ¢est I'ame
tyui e dévore, ot pour o mal 1, il fsuk guitter les places vi 1on
a beaucoup sonifen. ot cn chercher dautres qui seient metl
leurcs. e pense 3 toi sans seise. jo pleurs d” fmpatienes el de
rige Suf ces doulonms qui e pouraaivent ot e te laissent aveun
repdrs, ¢ puis je pric 1oujours paur tel. non gue jhic e moindre
droit d*obtenir, mais pur le besoin gue jéprouve de chercher
pour i un peil de soulagemene.  Adivw, i sens hien que jo ne
puis t¢ parer d uutee chose que de tan ual, je nud pas dautres
choses dans 1o ceor, pour toul le resie. je suis devenu presgue
Ctranger | ¢ ne pudrm plus gue lomsgue o seras gudti je sup-
plic ta Mére de ne pas m'ouhlicr et de me parier vite de 1od.””.

Pendant tout le mois de Seplembre, Lamorine attendnyd Alx-Les-
Bains son ~Elvire’” que la maludic retenait d Paris. Le Jeudi 18 Décembre
1817, elle s%éteionit dowcement vt chritienpement' Ce Tut pour
Lamartine wn désespoir 2Hrcux qui chrania tout son &tre. 5S4 mire devi-
nait aisement a son abariement gutil soudfrait dun chagrin terrible.
=1 Faut, note-t-cile dans son carnet. quiil uik pecdu oo gar la mort ou
autrcmunt e ne sais guel abiet vud vause sa anélaneolie s profonde’
Certe rande douleur dura longiermips. Plos d'un anoaprés, Vignet lui
derit 4 s demteure pirisienng de ke Roe des Perits Augusting Ne. 26,
Fauboure 5t Germain ¢

o Lile gvain Jéa poor prand wind M. de Borald guioweotl pas 3 e s Taire reve-
niF de bien loinpoue Famener 30 % pided compléte dus dernicees semames”, (¥ uir Rend
Dunse, Lawaetime, Paris, Hockelse, 3w wl, 1932, o 45
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s Avujourd hui 20 Mai, jour enniversaire de la restouration
de petre monerehiz, je topeds ta lelire, mon pauvie Alphonse,
pleing de reoreis ot de lamnes - le son des cloches. e bruit
lointsin des cunens, ks eps des woldats ot du People le fu-
imulte d'un jour de fite. tour annongaic Ja joie, Je bonheur e la
vie, Moi seul retnd dans le fond d'une salle, je lsais (es papes
si tmsles, ob je me eachdes pour guon ne me vit pas pleurer.
Persomne ne pariageribinon cmotion duns cetle foule d hommes
yut se pressaient atiour de moi. Mon ami, tu cdais seul & Pargs
dans cetie Egliie od Uon pnait pour elfe. Je me suis trouveé
geul warssl powr ke rerrerer aprés ton Demain, je feral dire une
messe des morts, en savvenit de (on amie s matheureuse. et
Dhey scul pourm m'entendre. Alphonse. ne vods-tu pas main-
tenunt que le monds esp un désert. Confie le seerel de tes dou-
teurs i celui qui les connmedt dejd el i 8 promis de consoler ceux
yub plewrent La femme gue tu aiwais nest plus, Tu Ja cherche-
res valnentent dans les leux gue to habitais aves olle. Toures
les places od w by voyeis sontvides meaintenant. Elle i passé suns
laisser di traces aprés elle. T as sonti 52 muin serrer (25 mains
avey antour, ses veud appeluent tos regards.  Son cour a batwg
cafitre Iz tien. Eh bien, 1out cofa est mon et placé. Le tombean
A dévoré sos charmes. Pouvre jeans femme R vie poar elle
a4 gu'un songe rapide. Acoute men cher Alphonse, depuis
une annde déjd clle a vommened les jours de PEwernité,  Et
vependunt quias-tu fuit pour elle?  As-tu pensé i devenir chrds
ticn pour pouveir la retrouver un jour. As-wu e drodt de de-
mander guelgue chose pour son banhour,  As-tu ben acguiné
cetle dette, hélas trop prande. gue duns Uivresse de ton oeear
lu avais contractds cnvers elle, Puisse o sousenir de vos amours
de Wuples n'aveir pas youblé son sommeil, puisse & Dizw
juloux, .paisé par tan rcpentir, par ey poéres ¢b tes larmes,
lui pardonner de Cavoir trop aimé, Reoyviens 4 Dieu pour
ten bonheur A ted, pout Vamour d7elie,

“Et quel hemine eut jamuis plus besoin de repos ol
despérance, Tout ce gue tu armes, toat ce gue fu disires s
détruit. Tous lex projets e évinouissent. Tumets Tn muim sur
guelgue chose que tu repardes comme wn appul. et cet appul
se hrise entre tes atains Bt cependant, L refuses le sacul biern qui
puisse cneore 1@ restor. To résistes 2 Died gui vappelle, 4 Dieu
yui ne demande gu'i prendre pitié de potre fmblesse. et guf suit
de quelle areide of arpotel nowee cieur, Pour fe-pucnir attends-iu
doung d'érre plus malade. ™o 1@ trouves-io pas asser malbeu-



rcux peur avoir bosoin e conseli. Poor mod, guand jo
sofpe aux jours de olee jeunesse, O s douleurs, o Ty vamioe de
ros plaisirs, & celle foistesse indncure ol nows devore len-
lerment, j¢ ne puis m'empécher de croire que cos puroles de
Yeeriture ont é1¢ jetées 13 pour nous. 15 onl orré dans La solitude
ct la sieheresse du désen o ils w'ent poing trowsd de roure pour
vrriver 1 e demeonre Palitakle, ces lipoes moont Fat pleures
bien souvent. Pour pic mssuarcr je lisois jes mots qui suivent,
comment by Jeuncsse redrosse-t-clle ses voies, ¢'csl en gorripeant
Piniguitd guielle aimmait - Seigneur ¢'esten gardunt vos puroles,
Voili pour toi, mon provie Alphonse. Yoild pour Avmuon, pour
Nous enfin i gw Dicu a donné les mbmes penchanis ef un ciour
faible i groubler = ADIEU. Siduns ma dersiérs Tetire guelgue
phrsie un peu trap amére m'vst- échnpmée comme muleré moi,
pardonnz, Je ne savziz pus alors que Lo élais < malhsurcus.
Tem excellente Mére serm désolée deo 1o retonr apres tang dief-
Mdtis mmutiles, mues elle pensera guapres tout ik Ut que tu vises
ct qu’ Paris u allsis mourir, Adicu eneare. Ton porirait sere
rogd avec dilices oueminw une onsbre amis, comime ung porfian
de tei-méfne.  Aymon m'a &eet 2 17 Avol de Lishonne une
lettee adrirahle. N soupire apres co port dfvient ao il pourre
jeter U'ancre apres trois moss de pasigation. 1 fait courags
conire Tui-méma, comme b2 ropret de o Poae, 1 thehe da
repoasser Ios doux souvenirs, 1 craing au niliew de tant de
merveilles de nlnimer gue nous ot pe peaser qutl vous ¢ Adien.
Firai vers 1ol dés que tu seras 3 Milly ou bien tu viendras me
voir. Quelle joic Juural sijo puis 1o gudnr. Om vt jonflenips,
bicn langtemps wvee une atfection au foic.  Mais lorague ee
mad commence on peut Je dissiper avee de Ta distracuion, des
promenades et un peu de bonheur™

Avart sou dépun pour Gendve, Vigner Tui dorit d2 Chambdry I
22 Luillet, & I'Hatel St Louwis, Rue Bossuet, & Dion

~Jo voudrais & veir. Paobapger taosoloude, enfin vivre
anpres de toi, pour mettre 3 profir los hewres rapides. Yai pns
avant de partir un howreuX WFARTEMINT FOUT UNE PRTLON JSReZ
considerable de wes 2Tares. I'a répondu i ba lettre pressed de
la Personne donttu me parles. Cente letere avait éré mwe cherchoer
4 Thonoo, Tai eenit uussi poste pesiunre @ U'ami de fa paovre
Llvire. Je pense gu'il aura fait retiver ma forgue messive,  Adiew
Te suis tout & 1od cf 3 tout o que lu aimes.”
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Toute deur vie. s penwraol aves lendresse 4 Jolic amst gu'l In
ville A" Adx yui a vu muiire ee prand amour. Lorsque Lamartine ost secré-
taire de Légatiaon & Flotcnee. Wignet lui dont, de b Haye, le 5 061 15]4:

cadica tres chor gmic pe sois pas ingzrat cnvers T vallie
de Chambery, A lon relour d Twlie, arrétecton, quelyues jours
diang e bray pays sui U'a inspité de =i heaux vers. Tl faot rovoin
Aix, et le lne et les Chaaigniers de Tressenn,  Que ne puise
les revair svee ton. Adico eneoes .

Lamurine ne poriait pas moins dintérdl aux avenbures antourcu-
ses de Vignet,  Chague Fous gue celui-gi se 1rouvait en buoite & un chasnn
sentimental, Loamaning venait morulement & son sceours. Or, Yignet est
sous 'emprise d'un amour dont il ne parle yoe d'une fagon 1rés disercie,
eat il n'esl pas réalisakle.

Wers 1815, ool amour le torture, T entredient Lamunine de celle
qu'il aime, sans ko nommer, el tui demande en méme temps de trauver.un
poste aun Saveyad maluraliss, Hugues Fleurer, qui devait ére probable-
ment le mzr ou le frére de eette femme gue Yignet, oeblement, se réizne
4 oublier. Le 18 Fevrer {1816) 1| éont & Lamartine gui est i P Hatel
des Deux Ponts, Rue du Hurard a Paris -

“Je tonvoid une nole que jo viens de receveir de M.
Hugues Fleuret Bgé de 34 ans, employé 4 FAdministration des
Droirs Réunes. il est maturalisé en France, adil a habitt pendant
12 ang, mais il estné en Saveie. C'estor gu'il ne faodra pas dire,
Tu le feres naiime & Nevers va & Marsgille, Celee petile mosa
yue tu me renyerras, texplique Uinwérét que je poric 4 ce Jeume
homme. Cependant pe va pas tabuser o o ol confid un de
TES Soatecs. Rlals oo <onge st fink, Mous nous sommes fait des
adiverx tacites. Dan: guelyues mois poui=tire un mue d'aimin
va s°¢lever erire elle el moi. ¢l jo jouiral & ma muanicre de o
sagrifice amer. J'aime assez 1oul vo qui est dévauement, rési-
gnaton. ouhli de soi-méme. Cela est dovloursux mas bon ck
noble.  Aded 4 Avmon et o Q8 tromvericz-vous: un auire
ami g =i vous atmer plus cue moi, &l vous reeretter da-
vaniam™,

D&, le WY Novembre 1815, 40 Juf avait dit -

“Je te recommands {mdaammenr o joune homme dont e
t'ai .parié.  Place-k: ol 1y voudras, dans une udminisgration
guelcongque ou seerdiire dans les bureaux de M, de B fonaldl
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Dours oo quittorse cenls francs Tul suflineak. 1] in"est pomepli-
tement étranger. Cependu it jo Tui weox heauceup dubien, Mais
Vhistoire serct trap langue & @ raconier.  Persuade-toi yue co
n'esk pus par indisecétion gue jo ai preé de certe démarele’

Une semaing apres. il hud confle encare © “Pourmis-La
profiter de ta linison avee M. de Blorald] pour rendre gualgues
Services 4 wn jeune homme apguel oomCincétesse hoaoeour.
gui esl 1rés malheurcus, ©F gul est vraiment digne d'csirme.
8. Hugues Fleeret d une famille homorable mais déchoe par
ln révalwion, ¢ ¢ué oneehd depuis dix ans a Padministracdoen
des Droils réunis. Successivernent employé o Marscille, 4 A,
ad Lyon, il était dans ceite derpigre ville bors de la révoluwion du
20 Murs. L se prononga & ceue épogue pour fu bonne gawse avee
tang de chaleur quiil s"attir Finimitic des Chels de eetic direction
dont Vopinion Hait désestahle. et eomme ik fut L sew! qui refu-
sait ke serment de Bdélitd aux Guawingions de ' Emgire, on e
forga de fuir et de renoneer 3 son emploi. Cherche 55l scrait
possible de Métehlie guekgue part d'une maniére un peu avanta-
peuse. Peut-fure 1o réduciion du pombre des plages duns toutes
les Adouoistraviens. rendra la chess po pen difficile, muss
pous dire gue cet hoemme 8 de honpeur de Pedueanan, un
tres bon air, beoveonp diimelligenee ef d hubituds pour les af-
fiires. surtout.gutl ot rovalisie & touwe ¢preuve, oo gui sl fort
rare pafmmi fos pens de ce andrier 7

Lamurtie hii est d'va sceour: prégicux dans eoite crise inorale et
¥ipngi lui témoizne sa reconnalssance pour un s amicil sppul Le 25
Al 1516, il i cenie de Chambéry

“Talcirg, mon Cher Alphonse, m'est armivee hier, 4 1ins-
tant odir J¢ descenduis do yolwre, O st b e Jar trouvé le
premice en pgitant e pied sur le osewnl de ma porie. Tu as
regu A premicre carcsse - celk moa sembld dlun bon uugure
el jo mi'en siis réjout comme un eufznt, Pour toutes Les choses
QUi tiemnent au eout JTuime & roster dinsl superstinicus ¢l Cre-
dule.

“Je suis encore bien fatigue du vagyiee @ jo me sens ja Wi
vapue, b erur me bat avee dooleur. j'ail Ta man faible et
tremsblanic.  Cependint, J i voulu Cdierire pour (e donner de
mes nouvelles, pour to parler un pew de o, sudout pour o
remiereicy de ces lignes st lowchamtes gue Je viens de irg en
pleurant, Tu as pitet de mes ennu. Ju me TCEves. ta me conso-
les par ks plus dewces puroles Puisse Panpge qui compe
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au ciel les astions de 'homme de bien, iescrire cetle hoone
auvre dans Je livre gui ne doit pas "effacer. Tu me rends avec
usuTe Lout oo gue t as reqy de mod ot au lieu de senger 3 to
maladie, & o5 malheurs, 10 ne penses qu'd me sculager parce
que je suii malheureux ot malade, au reste je suis digd revenu de
mes regrees sur ma destinés & venir, La rawson a repris son empire
sut momn fime que des images trop sédwsanies avaicnt pénibles
ment troublée, avee la raison, je retrouve la patience of le courage.
Il faut bien des efforis, des sucrifices cruels et des longues
années pour élever cet édifice d'une vie rouvelle, d'une vie
dpurge ef chretienne, larsgu'il faer lutter A Ta Tin contre tous sea
souveniry, conire Lous ses penchanis, renoncer aux plus flat
truses espérances, craindre les auwres ot se fuir sat-méme, Touwt
cild peut-gtre te serait plus facile paree gue tu as déja by satiérd
el le dégoit, prund et ternble rembde que tu as payé w cher,
Pardonne-mot. cher ami. de métre montrd i tes yeus avee ma
premidre faiblesse, avee mws songes dauirefois. Ta jenire ob
tu me parlzis de tes nowvelles occupstions, de tes pouveaux
projels, ees maots d'amour. de bonheur, tout cela m™avait agité
un insmant, et je Céerivis suns rHlechir. ¥ncore une fais pardon,
Vais-tu Alphonse : mon cour est calme parce gue jo travaille
depuis 5 annrdes A éteindre, 4 glacer mon coeur. Quelyuetois,
cependant, & Ia seule idée des pussions. je Je sens tour prét 4 5o
sonlever enpere, lorsque Porage vienl de s"apaiger. L'eau du
fleure parait d&jd purc el tranguille mais ¢e ropos n'est qu'a fa
surface. Au-dessous, les flots roulent encore lumuliveux et
troublis. Mais ¢'est trop mocouper de moi, 3time Bien micyx
te parler de toj-miéme™.

A ces deux fimes tristes, seu! [ermanage pourrait apporter un soulu-
pement durable. Lamartine tenait absolument 3 maner Yipned, s mére
gpalement.  Om lit dans o Jourrsf de 1o mére de Lamarline, sous la date
du 2% Juin 1818 :

M. ¥ignct est ici depuis hier. U voudrait marier Alphonse,
il yaudrait s marier lui-méme. Je voudrais les mrarier touws dew,
Fai bicn des choses dans 1a @fe ot dans 1e coear 4"

En effer Xavier de ¥Wirnet, frére de Louis ¢f son ainé de huit ana,
épousa Césanine. la plus joliz sceur de Lamartine, au début de 1819 2,

1. Partie inédite du Manascmt de pre Mére, publide par L. S2ché, a. o p. 52,
n L

Z Elle mourt en 1824,



A lu osuite diune visite i MAcom, Vignet écrit 4 Lamarine une
Ietire forr tendre o4 il fair wllusion 3 c¢ mariage -

Pont d"Ain, dimanche matin.

=l suis arFivé hier soir de varriods on carssole. Ce marim,
"ai Fait celairer un grand feu. J'ai révé, 7ai lu. j'ai il quelques
pas dons. la campagne, Je suis revenu apoprés du few ot comme
i'ai encore dix morelles beures & atendre avant e déparl de
{2 Dhligenee de Genéwe, jr veux au moins en passer [a nrojré
dves ol

*“Je suis & me dire M) est bien vear que j7ai passé i Mécon,
LI me reste fant de choses & 1e dire, gu’il me semble ne t'avoir
tien git sur les choses du monde qui pous intéressent le plus.—
F'ai confié 3 1won aimable Mére, ju confié 4 1a pénércuse ot
loyale amilié le scin drurranger, sl esl possible, les prelimi-
naires de notre grande népociation. ECceries of maot va bien 4 Ia
vhose. Les Maitres de la pavwre Europe n’auront pas débat-
i d Awx-lu-Chapelle une guestion plus difficile. ot comme toute
[a puissuanee est d'un seal oftd, oL gu'ih n'y a de Taulre gue les
modestes désies de lu faiblasse, 1l est Facile de prévoir de goelle
part penchera la balance, En wendunt, re négligeons ten de
ce qui 251 humaincment possible. Je vous éearai de Gendve une
letsre osensible servant de réponse d toutes les questioans du
Sphymn {ee mot st bon, gardons-lz pour neuws dewxd ot Ly me
tiendrzs su courant de 1out ce qui srrivera. Jo vous remercic i
gennux, (8 Mére et Lol d’antucher quelqoes interéss dlestime
a mon fréce o 4 zu famille, el dagir d’aprés ce sentiment avec
tant de clideur et de franchize. je re dis pas pour vela gue mon
affggtion. pour vous ait augmentd, efle est depuis Tongtemps @
son eomble, su coupe st pleine par dessus les bards. tousles
anges du ciel n'y foraient s entrer une goutte de plus,™

E

-

Je 5 Aol 18321, Lamartine derit 4 Yineu

“Peux-tu murnier Vignet T Cela lui eonvient plus qu™l wi
il n'y a aueune chance potr que le marage lui tourne mal, il
n'y en i quiune pour qu'il 1 tourne bien. 1 est né pour les
jupons et tob, je ne S1i§ eneore pour yuol.”

Mais ¥ignel atiendva le 19 Janvier 1830 pour ¢ mlarier avec Made-
moiselle Anascle de Vendeuil,

Entre temps. i! ne cesse de conjurer Lumarting de s¢ marier.
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Le L8 Ccrobee 115, 51 Jui din :

“Parle-moi de ces projels de marage qui Cavaicnt successivernerl
occupe™, N lui olfre méme Ia possibilité de faire un mapage heurcux
2 17 Novembre, 1815 fomguiil lul éonl de Brasy ¢

*“Cette aimable Mme de Costa que (o as vue 3 1on pas-
sape 4 Lyon arrivera 4 Paris dans quelques jours avec son mui
4ui est un homnwe excellent, Mami d*Aymoen, le mien, celid de
toute ma famitle. 1] veur e voir. te connaitre un pew intimement,
vinviter lui-méme 4 passer un mois d°6é dans son beau ¢hiileauy
de la Mothe. I t'ira chercher. car je lui dennerai ton adresse.
Mais jo voudrais gue tu allasses le permier demander a leur
Hotel, el de ma part, des nouvelles de leur voyage. Avmon le
présentora 4 euX. cher Mme de Tringuant. Boulevard St Mariin
Mo, 2. Jevais tedire & présent un motif seerct. Ty verras 12 une
de leurs tanies, Mme de Quinson. Cetie femme qui 8 beacuoup
de Froideurs dans Ta fizure cf les maniéres, a deux manies bien
respoctables, eelles de faire du bien & tout I monde ef d'ar-
ranger de bouux manages ef des marages heureux. Clest elle
gui a donné au Murguis de Costa, ruiné par émigration, un
Ange pour lemme et cent ¥Yingt mille:francs de rente".

Le hasard voulut que ¥ignet fut, ne serail-ce gulindireclement,
la cause du marnisge de Lomarling 2vee unc jeune anslaise Mary-Anne
Birch. 11 I'avait rencontrée & Chamhbéry pendant 1'é1é de 1819, torsqu'il
vendait une visite a sa seeur Csatine, fernme de Xuvier de2 Vigner.

LB

Heurcux celui qui a un pareil anni. 11 ne s¢ sent jamais seul. C'étair
une uamité & toute épreuve © ~Tu sais bien, Serit Wignet & Lamartine
15 Aodtl 1817, que nous pous wimerons toujours, et que los événcments
ct ie sort et jos hemmes ne rous sépareront jumais. Que Dicu te donne
du courage ot son hras e souticnne, mais surlout qutil sjoute 4 ta vie les
Jours inuliles qu'il voudra prendre sur la misnne, et que je tabandonnerai
avee detives. Tu sais du reste que ce n’est pas 13 une vaing protesiation’

Vignct avail le pressentiment quiil mourrait avant ses deux amis,
Lamariine ¢1 Virieuo.
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Lc 25 Awpl 1416, i Serit & Lamarting

ai e avee i prande tnsesse tes Adieux & ce payvee
Aymon. ¥oild un cruct départ, un terrble voyage, une longue
séparulion.  Que Dicu preane pitié de Lok ¢t le rende bientot &
nos Pricres ci 4 neire Amitie. J'ai hicn pleurd en pensant & sa
touchante ot pendreuse sellicitude sur nedre sorl & lows fes deux
vl noire foriune @ venir. Je ng voudmis pas devoir un bien
guelcanigue & un sacrifice si deulourcux @ veous vivker long-
wemps. moea chers s €0 vous vivtes heureux.  Cesk nual quli
wous dirai udied Lo premior. Alors il est vrad, jo ne pourmul rizn
vaus deoner, siton peul=ftrs wne bague. ou mes hvees, ou
qualques lipnes ol jaumis denl lus dernicres paroles et que jo
batenerais de larmes ; pog loujours pour mol, mon Cher
Alphonse, ceris-mol et surlout n'oublic pas ce porrait gue
Fatends el gue b m'us pfontis, T2 ne veux poinl une ministure,
cola sersit heaucoup trop précicux ot trop lony, mais une simple
CRYUISSE ud eruyon ou A b soepia’t

De Bruxclles, il iut éorira 1o 25 Septembre 1834
“Pour moi, mon Ami, jo nfourai 4 12 lniser, & laisser a
Aymon gue quehgnes livies. quelques mibleaux peur-étre, sije
wis mesp? pour en rassemblor guelgues-uns, ou Sioje me tais
marit d'ici 14 poul-bure aerni-je mws enfants 4 vous confier.
Car word B mon meillewr héritape,  Je sais que vous ne le refu-
sefics point.”.

11 esp triste de consturer gue cetie arnitié, si solide, i profonde,
3¢ trousa chranlée par les divereences politigues ot religicuses des deux
amis.  Vienet resta towjours le earholivue er Uultra-royaliste de 1814
mais Lamartine devint franchement biberal en 15240 Ces dissentiments
s acouserent davantage avee ke temps et finirenk par appericr un Corein
froid duns leurs relitions. Leur correspondasec subit un ralentissement
msrgue d panir de 1825 Clesr surtaut ka Révolution de (B3 qui wewen-
luera eoite discords Litente, Yignel, tout comme ¥irew, aursit voulu gue
Lamarioe parddt su peutralicd 3 1'¢mand du nouscad gouyemenent. Mais
Liertiurting, qui ¢ut leyjours en horrour la neocralitd, fing 4 servir cc rou-
reRemant & sa puamigre en chaisizssnt des dewx panis e inoins mius sis.
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Lorsgue Vignet sucdomba wu clobira, I 15 Juillet 1837, 3 Naples,
Lamartine écrivit de-Monceuu & Yinow nne letrre exprimant sa tristesse,
ctil yjoirnel un admirable podme gui sera publié dans les Reeneilfenients.
Ce poéme dédié: A M. le.Comie de Virico ', estconsaerd i Ly mémoire
de Wigngt

“Aimons-nous. Noire beaw soir tombe,
“Le premicer des doux endormi

“Qui a8 coueliera duns la lombe
“Laissera FPautre suns ami™

Quatre ans apres, vn 1841, ¥ireo <"éleizmit 4 son tour et Lamartine,
sclon son expression n'cut dis fors “plus d'ami gue dans ses souvenms
el duns e ciel.”,

LOTFY 5 FAM.
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