THE SUPERWATURAL ELEMENT IN LUCAN WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO BOOK V.
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Lucan's civil war iz fouchl withoul Olympian Gods.  Olympiians
were 2hmpost cven then out of duwe.  In Virgdl their corporeality has so
dwindled away that they arc ripe (o inderpretation away into the higher
hcavens of Philosophical abstrawtion. . Lucan adds the extra touch of
stoicism and they are pol there.  Besides, Loucan was nol trying 1o wrie
a Virgilian epic. He was stariing a new genre in litcrature 1. €. the his-
terical epac.  Pichon says “L'histoire n'est pas pour Lueain un prétexte
abeaus déveldppemenis: c'est le fond, la substance du poéme. 1l n'y
a rien d'imaping; I invention persoanelle de Iavtcur s borne i choi-
sir parmi les fails. sans ¥ rien ajouter: ¢'est cet amour de Vexactitude
historique qui explique la repulsion de Lucain paur ke mervailleox.
Dien que e sajet 01 modemne, il aurait pu ¥ méler quelgues dicux: Vin-
us, dent César se glorifiuit de descendre, aurnit pu y jouer un role ane-
logue i celui yue Virgile lui witribue duns I'Endide:  Jupiter surail pu
rigler fo sort de César ew de Pompée. comme il Pavait fait pour Turnus
et Enée.  Lucain o eru gue lo réalied o elle seule fait plos miéressanie,
gu'il suflisait de Uexpaser, simple ct nue,™ -

The Pharsalia Knows po luther of Gods und Mun with scales and
a dread nod.  There is ceronly o very active Jupiter supporied by
pods plural dei © and superi. 4 But these Gods plural have no ind-
cpendent subsiuntive existenee. being merely functions or aspeets of
the one god Jupiter, whe s peither & Remanized Olympian Zeus. nor
4 Capitoline Jove.  What iz then the definitian of the Lucun Stoic Jup-
iter * He, or I s, in the final synthesis, the Universe which is divine
and self-repulatina becavse there can be nothing cutside or beside 1t

{11 It s with deep sorrew Ehal we announce the death of De W Kamed ene
of the Few promisiog young classicists Teypt has produced. His sudden derth s a
severe blow to Bis Frends und o greal loss o schalarmships (The Editing Board).
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1o terminate or repulate if. Thus Jopiler &5 the divine repulator of 1he
divineg sclf-regulating Universe.  As being of passive and malerial su-
bstaree he is not very inleresting to Logan,  Rur as.being of wetive and
mental substance he is vory much so. The Stoic poot of a physical war
betweertr lwe homan  moralitics or ideolopies as we gall them these
duys, must reckon first and foremost with his deity,.if that deity, rather
than the warriors is the wer's auwhor. And such the Staic Jupiter is. 1
He is the solc founiain of the world™ activity, mation and change :
He is the sale repository of season, order and lasw.  He is (he sefe cause
of all eMevly, nane of which cun be couse casept in accordance with the
Universal luw [ -- Jupitery or principle of season [: - Jupiter) permea-
ting an all-ratione] univemse {-- Jupiter). Lucan sets humarnity firmly
in the care and control of the Providence which is Jupiter. Chance
iy hus no hand in the ordenng of mundune matters.  And, in short,
there 1s a Destiny -which shapes our ends.

The idea of this stoic supreme gonirolling power, Fate, or destiny
i intellimble enough.  With us destiny is familiazr syropsis of the pro-
duct of the individual’s collision with hiz environment, and we speak
of destny s cottreliing o man and of a man’s having & desting which
contro!s him. S0 is the case with Lucan, DBut 'he creates a difficuloy
for his readers by using, somewhai loosely, a rarity of synonyms for des-
tiny. Thete are (i) frtwrr, © futa ® (i) def, suyperd. numina ' deus;
{iil) forturea. * Normally thers 35 o oeuf sense-distingtion felt befween
the three. Fala {fatum, fata} carrics the noton of impersonal law.
Dicity {dews), and even more 20, deities (ofed, Super, nwmina) . SuEEests
personzl intelhigence.  Forlune {forfrra) implics 1he absence of fixed
lhw, or. at most, the presence of a luw eithet uncomprehended by s,
or incomprehensible.  Dut Lucan igneotes maost of such analylical
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picoetics. Fata, dei, fortumin - gach stuads foo desting (- Jupier. €ne
concession Luean miwdhes, THowsh coeh one of tie Geds plecal fsup-
CFi, #oeisa, dei ) s enly a panicular aspect of the ooe fae-deos; he feuls
the ineonsruity of speaking of gods (¢ disting) as belonzing Lo a man.
The following mussases throw some ligkt oa thiv point of view.

Sic alierna duees Bedberum voluera passos
[n Wasetun 1erras misecns adversa seeundis
Servasil fortans pares. !

Cum prope faioruny LANLRS per prosperd clrsis
Averiere dei

wuidyuid gerinees, Toriuna soeatar
o fatum sciat esse spqum. Licet omne deotum
Obseeninm speres, irte mility. Cuwair,
Pux et °

Fata sed in nresceps solitus Jemitiere Caesur
Forungmyue suam per swmma pericida puudens

E:croere venit ¢

TIMGRan =18 i deorum
Bar ey, UE vostrie medTd vesimedgae sl

Fara wucent; *

Credit iom digno perivala Caesar
Fatis cxse Suls, #“Chianlusne evertere’” dixit
M superis fuhor vst, purvat guem puppe sedentem
Tan migne peticre wrari? s ploda et
Est pelapo donuw mer bellisque nepamur.
Intrepidus, geameumgue datis miki. numim, morlent
Accipinm.  Licct inrentes abrupernit ictus
Fustinati dics futis, sat marna pores
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Acrctous domul peniea, inifmed sobep

Arma metu. s idie mazoem rohi Roma secundum.
Jussa pleke 1oh fasces per bella negatos;

Teulla meis ubert ttudis Romana potesas.

Bew sciel hoo guisquam, iai e, quue sels nworum
Cansgia volorum 5. me, quavivis plenus honorum
Et dictator cant Stycias ol Consal ad untbras
Prvatum. Fonuie morn.’’ -

51 numrina nostrs
Tupalerint agici. manyt pars ontima Mapeni
Bilque mihi, si faka prement viglorgoe cnicnhzs,
Quo finzisze velim, 7

The docirine of destinution confliciz with fhe dogtrine obf hiumun
frecdom of will long acsepied ¥y uncicnt philosophers as necessary 1o
any notion of morehity and moral respousibiiey.  Luesne therefore
li%e other Swics. finds hinself uneomforiably  pluced. 1T destmy
cortrols 1he civil war wnd arrances that the outcome of all te stupend-
os olluris made on behall of Romuan freedom by Pompey und hely
Cato, ' chall be the toawnph of the evancscent pupper Caesas, then
judied by -human stundards of moraiine dusiiny 5 eruel and dmomoralb,
Lweun acecpis 1hisconeiusion ard is inclned (o find Gaalt with Proswlenece

Vicirix causa deis placuit, sed sviewa Cuteni* Bue he has 1woe
refuges ftom pessimism. Farst he points 1o the fact that. i Providence
decreed the field of Pharsalia. cqually it decreed the Ides of March:

¥indicis an oladii fucine: pognasyue futerum
Rgonngue od uhiored sterum redeuntia Brutos
Lit perannt fertana, tces 7
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The secomd and hetier refuge, however, lies in staig ortiiodoyy —
in sccepiing Providenee™s vnocontforiable ways of preserving the unive-
rse, and in remembering that happiness belongs only to virtue. The
appatent cruchies and injustices inflicted by desting coosist in the giving
1 Coesar of such thines a5 wealth. mastery. and offiee: which ure mere
afvantaoes [oonwmdd j, not true gund!i fhome, bonesta ), When sloic
standards wre applied it iz realised that Caecsur does evilly 2nd is not
thedore. but is therefore nol. happy; whike Calo does viduously, und
because he dics we, canmot but he happy., Destiny deecrees huppingss
io the nirhisous cause,

As bty Tuean’s interest in prophetic teehniyue {e. g Erichtha™s
scente in Beol ¥ 507 sgq. and the Orwle scene in Boek V., T1-Z36)
there Die is pardy influenced by his wnele’s racedy shambles, parly oti-
racted e, the fashionable vices of his ime,?  and wholly, willing (o ex-
nloit the nittEal Populariey of astrological and necromantic incident

with a supert “Udienge. Btoicism as a whole wus much interesied
in such prace wile tries 1o reconaile Prophody wath Stoicism ¢
by arguir ke history of the Liniverse is planned by Provide

ence, the Tu: ,n Zari¥ihan the past and the presceft is on record wnd
can be read. How read? Luean answors with cuniiﬂﬂ@-\'ﬁ;ﬁ%nc
mird {  Jupiter aliny Apolto}, regulating all motion, chanpe, 7 the
universe and charocd with all knowledgo, passes in an uobroken cther-
ciccwit from ether w Earth, indweliing in the eath and ¢nabling the
eatih ta keep i posiiion in the tolaf physieal svsteme This ether-cir-
ewit of divine mind passes through the Delphic vavern. The priestess
intereepis it and ull knowledpe passcs into her, But it must be admitled
that Lucan does not contrive te give to the praglices of oracle con-
sultation and necromaney his poct’s approval. He shows thap those
who resort to divinution are the less wonhy eharacters; while the res-
ulis abtained arc of no practical valie.

{1} Appios (Clawdius Pulcher) who comsulled the Oracle in Book ¥, was g
nutable amateur of (ho oooult seiences, of, Cieero, Tieeo T 16, inde eanue meus
amigus  Appivs vregrauvtiie facickat. His Delphic consubiation s recocdal by
Yalernus Anaxinus and Orosios Jn suhstantial sereewenl with Lucan's account.
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