EGYPTIAN SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR THE
PTOLEMAIC PERIOD

i
MLUSTAYA EL WMIR

The history of Egypl proscals wo preal phases; the onc Astive,
dupng which she credicd and developed her own culture: the other Pas-
sive. durimge which she was subjueated to forcipn powers,

The first ghase covers about three thoosuad years (220003327
D.C.) vomprisinz Lhidy Dynasues and knewn 1o Historiams as the
Phuraonic peniod.  During this phase. Eeypt passed  throush three
distincinve histornel periods, imerrupled by teo fntermediale enes. The
0'd Kinzdom. was a penind of growth and wndistrubed devclopmuont
The Midd!s Kingdom, was o period of prosperity which cume 1o be
reparded. in the later periods, us the elassical pened. Dunny the time
of the New Kincdom., Egypl rose o greater prospeni: and power and
reached s zenith. Then fullow penods of teniperiry foreign dominauon
and a shorr perind of Retaisaance afer whiclh Egypt reached the end
of i1s long Active phase,

The seeond phase bepins with the conguest of Alexander the
Great {317 B ) und eads with the decloration of the Republic in 1952
A.D In this paase Egyptewised te be or the Egyptians andt he
Empire of tlw Pharaohs lost its peliticul independence. 1t hecame then
a part Alexeader's Empire that is te say a pert of e Hellenestic World.
and wher suddesly (in 323 B C.) the young Loiperor died of o fover
in Babylon, the Government of Epypt passed (o one of his Generabs-
Ploleiy son of Lagos-and remained in has family. for ukout iree huendred
yeurs (32331 B, €.). This 1ime. knawi fo Histuriuns as 1l Prolomioic
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period, can alio he desembed as the political upprowch Lo the classigal
Waorld lor, it broughe Egypt for the hicst time in dits Distery ender o
European rule. Tt i3 onc of the most important epochs in the evolution
of Egypiizn civilisution.

The history of these three conouries displays the preat work of
mlorm which the Prolemies carried oot in the ield of Polities and Eco-
nomics in onder to build thzir Estate. This reform enablid them 1o
create o strong and well organised State which was the last among the
leading Hcllenistic powers fo succumb to the domination of Rome.
The eeneral system of Gavernment which the Piolemies adopted was to
some exient linked with the Od System of the Phuraohs with one
fumdamental chunuoe — that is — Prolemy took the place of Phurach.
Mpar from creating the three Oreck City Siates there is hardly any
kind of Greck inmpvation. in the admunistration of Lzvpl.  This history
could be traged with tolerable cortaingy and almost with accumacy.

But at the sumc time we are faced with a set of problems which
have not yet becn solved.  For, during this pertod we have an inleresting
conlrust - o0 one side. o minonty of Greeks with their janzuase and
cultare; on the other, the mass of the nutive population “with o
banguitge, culture and a highly oreanised relizious system of their own.
poing back to an antiguity long before the name of Hellas had heen
heard’'. To what exient the plan of Alexander namely to spread the spirit
of Gresew did really affect the natives? Did they stick o their old
traditions und live in that atmosphere af the Pust or did they change
their outlook and gdmit the modes of the Present?  What was the jofly-
enec of Greek on Epyplian Culture and evstoms? 1o o word what was
the fate of Hellenism in Edypt? An answer 10 these questions may
be sought i Epyptian sources wrilten in the Epypliao language,

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

In the last century, Historkins used Lo depond on what the classi-
cal quthors had said about Epypr; indeed they lad ne choige.  Dut ywith
the discovery -of the Rosetia Stonc. 8 clue was found o the decs
pherment of Hicroglyplic Wrting. The Ecypliun Monumenis rhen were
ullowed to speak for thum-selves. A large aumber of these monuments
are inscribed or painled with Hicroglyphic writing or pictorial scenss,
These revealed to us a new picture of the people wha made them,
Instead of & riec considered litile developed by Herudotus and sothers,
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wi began fo sec a highly civilised people who oecupicd an exalied posi-
tion and who became, at least for a time, 2 greal universal power.
Since thut rime, scholum hove been studying the immense amount of
lexts which turns up.year after yvear as & result of Excavarion.  Modem
scholars especially Epyptologisis bepan thien lo quesuon even the credis
bility of Herodowus® account of Egypt.

Ahbonph these manuments give us o most complete  picture of
the Tife of We Ancient Egyptians throurhout the pharaonic period. yer
they show the peaple ag kings, high offerals and eitirers perfonming
relivious s or public dulies. Wetoak in vain o find n them a 1rue
picture of the private alluim and the humune natere of human life,
Mo wonder then -If we tuen our faces to look lor the different aspecis
of Social Life in Papyri; for, it is on these fragile rolls that the Epyprians
wrote down their thoughts.

THE SCIENCE OT TPATPYROLOGY

At the end of the 1%Hh ceniury, this fuscinoting seience of Papy-
rolory was developed. It is the science dealing with those ancient
documents wrtlen io Hicroolyphic Hieratie, Demowe, Greek, Latin,
Captic and Arabic-on Papyri found in Egypt  Those in Greeh and
Latin eover a period of about one thousund yuars, from the establishment
of the Plolemaic Dynasy o the Arab conguest (322 B.C. - 640 A.D.)
They have opened muany ficlds for rescarch in History - politieal and
cegonomic, in philolopy and in Sociolegy and Law, The collecliony
recovcred from Egypt, gve a most complete pisture of the whele range
of Life that it is almost eomparable {0 Medern History.  [n fact they
have iocreased cwur hnowledge of the life of the ordinaty man in the
aneient world.

Fary in this century, scholars of classics have reengnised the
value of Greck pupyn and puhblished mwore than thiry  thousand
documents. The sumlents of clussics fo duy possess an established
science cquipped with @ worterbuch, a Namenbuch, a Sammethuch and
even a Kontrurndes.  Scholars of Demolie, however, are nearly hall a
century hehind not only because they possess nathing of the kind bt
also beguuse of the dificutey of their slodics,
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DIFFICLLTIES TN DEMOTIC

For althoaeh, Demotic Documents 2re less nunterous thar Greck,
vot tThere are very fow scholars wio can read them, It ofien happens,
in the course of Excavation. thul one discovers at one and the came
time Greek and Demotic Papyri. But whilst the Tormer are rcapidly
deciphercd and published. the latter continue to swell the unpublished
archives. ©f the Muscums,  Thus, it is nearly a hundmed yeurs sunee the
first Gireek Papyri of the Serapeuny of Memphis were Published but we
had to wait until 1941 to sec the “Testi Demaiici 1°° by G. Botli
Piuktishnz a few Dematic Documents of that find wlich gives us a
glimpse of the non Hellenistic Secicty of the Serapgum,  The British
Muscum s possessed  Deraotie Papyn singe 183 (Sidngy  Smith,
prefage (o Glanvitle’s Cat).  Dut aparl from o fow documents Poplished
by Revilloul, Reich, Grifith and Sir H.Thompson, we lud do wait again
until 1939 to see the publication of the first volume of 2 systematiy
Catalogue of the Demotic Papyn in the British Muscum by the late
Prof. Qlunville. At Edfu, the Franco-Polish expediton discovered in
1937, Greek Papye and Dstracn which were published almost (e same
year by Manteufe!l whereas the Demaotic docyments found wish them
Lave not yot heen peblished.

Thus, owing to the ditficulty of the language, the small pumber
of Demotists and the small number of Dematic Documents {about 2000
comparcd with 300006 Cireek), Nuative Epypr is less familiar 1o us than
Hellenistic Egypt.  For this reason ulse, when the Ezymologisi-Hisorian
reacles the Conguest of Alexander 1a Lis account, he wsually leaves the
subsgguent period 1o the Hellenist-Histerap,  But 1his atutude i= pot
above criticizm.  For, if we wish 1o obtain a true picture of Egyplian
sacicty in the Piolemuic period we must comsider also the Egyptain
sources, writlen in Demotic,

THE CONTRIBLTION OF DEMOTIC

It vus not hefore Junnary 1948, when e Jute Professor Glanville
detivered  lis Schwaieh lectures te the Brivish  Academy, that the
contribution of Demntic to the Study of Ancient Hislery, was
itluminated. The study of Dematie has now reached a stage (rom which
its further development promises to be full of interest. Muny, indeed,
are the discoverizcs which can be made hy the Ceyptolopist who hus
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obiained the knowledpe of Demotic.  We may ecxpect o ballisnt (uture
for the Demutic studies, impertant not onty for philolopy bul alse, in
combinatien with Greek papyri. for history in the widest sense of the
word.

DEMOTIC PAPYRI

The existant Demotee Docomenis are sbouf bwo thowsands in
nurnber.  They gonkain narradive,  relipious, maegicul, astrological and
lopal texts of varipus kinds whigh.reflect the truditions and customs of
those whe wrote then

Tt 3+ haodly necessary to emphasise the value of Demelic Jegal
téxtz for our knowledge of that mueh nealected branch of Ancient
Egypiinn civilisation i e. Ancignt Epypuan Law, This braneh hus not
becn lorunate cnoush To draw the acention of Edypielogists in spie
of the fam thae its salue had been repentedly strexsed by the notable
Frengh Schotar, Eugzene Revillout,

It is hardly neesssury also to point out the importance of the
study of aneient Epypuan Law. Tor. as it is the predecessor of
Roman Laow, n comparative study s highly important. It is also a
part and parcel of the social and cconomic life of the Egyptians in the
Plolemaie period so that it iiluminates the position of the natives who
were living in semi-isolaed ¢omemunities and in a very bad staw of
powertly.

We possess tlready sufficient muterial of Demotic legal 1exts. A
close study of 1he published documents shows hal they are not exhausted
but still give many interesting results which were sometimes overlooked by
their editors.  Linpublished documents too, will ne doubl give valuahle
results.  Needloss Lo say that they explain amd are explmined in their
wen by rhe published anes, besides the close .conncction which has
been demonsteated bevwcen them,

DEMOTIC ARCUHIVES

For the understunding of the documenis ax a whole, it is necessary
first of all o know whether they come from effigial or private archives,
Officia] archives, no doubt were known 1o the Egyptian administration
from the most remote periods. There, the documents would not only
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have heen protected against robhery and forpery bet alio would have
been pueranteed public credence.  We have evidence that such an ofiicial
archive was kept up most cfficiently.  For we know from the Inseriplion
of Mcy that lus gase was traged back for peourly three cemurics. Bur
unfortunately we have not yet come across such an urchive.

Holscher, excavating at Medinet-Habu, did not come across any
papyri He, explained this fallure 1o be more than accidenial. He assumed
thut “such papyr were nop lelt as isolated rolls scartered here and there
in prvate dwetlings but ratiser that tiey had been deposited in official
archives possibly in the houses of the judees or of priests’. Hp
concluded that -since the well known jeme documenis ¢ame on the
market in groups of conmsiderable size and net individoally, it seems
probable thar, when the ruins of Medincet Hubu suffered demolition, the
fetlahin discovercd and plundered one or mors such archives.  ~Heneg'”
he eontinues “‘our chianees of uneanhing papyTus documents are very
rmeapre

But Holscher's assumplion sad conclusion, 1 think, rquirc
cnfsiderable madifteation.

First - It is tree thal most of these papyri wers purchased but
we know alse of at least three cases in which rhey were found during
seientiiiic cxcavations.

¢} The unpublished Demotic papyet in Turin, were found in
1906 by Schiparclli-at Der of Medinch.

b} Two well preserved Demotic Documents were found in # jar
under the fioor of the chamber of one of the Prolemaiv
viulted praves excayated at Drat Abu-el Naga in 1912 by
Curler-Curnarvon.

c¢; The Philudclphia Dentotic archive was found in two jars in
& corner of a later house built agzinst the pylen of Tomb
No. 156 at Dira' Abu el-Nagu excavated by Fisher in 1922,

The tute Prof. Glanville has proved ihat five ether colleptions
(Strass, Bruss. Ryl., B.M. and Louwre] helong to a single atchive and
come from the same localuy (Cat : XXV). Thus it is clear that 1hese
Theban Papyni were fountl at Drat Ahy el Naga and Der el Medineh.
oot ul Mcediner Halu,
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Secondly o A close study of these archives shows atways a central
figure who Is 2 parly in a cerluin number of documents, Ohyiously it
is t¢ him and his family that they belongmed. The contents of these
papyri proved always that they did not belong to s Public Records
Oflice but to o privale archive (Glanville XXVI).

Thirdly : A Demotic docurment which proved to be a legul code
was found in 1938 at Hermopolis by Dr. Sami Gabra. 1t was found
in @ beoken jar in a tuined huilding which i belicved to be ane of the
temnple archives, It is evident alse that such o temple archive did exist
21 Djeme in tha Pwlemaic period. Thus we need not dospair entively
of some happy circumstance one day bringing to light some Temple
Archives, Cur chances of discovering privale Archives are not melmer
as it has been assumed,

THEBaAN ARCHIVES

1t would scem from the faal that these documents proved to have
been he lepal transacrians of a single family and that they were slways
found in jars buried wnder a floor or hidden in a comer of some kind
of dwelling-thut these fumilies were in the custom of preserving thair
deeds in 1har wuy. From pgeneration to generalion, they were n the
custom of preserving the title deeds of their {ramsactions as well as
the decuments relating te Liw suils which these transaclions brought
ubout, These family srchives attest the continuity of 2 tradilion which
was not interrupied by the advent of the Greeks for, cerizin dossiers,
built up in thc course of succesive penerations, enable us to reconsiruct
a chain of transuctions whose beginnings untedale the Conquest -of
Alexander.

Tt is perhaps intercsting (o note here that some of the Upper-
Egyptian Archives belonged (o Egyptian famifics who were under the
influence of Greck culture and so were hilinzual {e. g Elephantine and
Adlerh

Many collections of Documents - Papyri and Ostraea — which
moy be considered as major publications and which are used te a
certain extent in our study are presented here in their chronological
order with-a few peneral remarks ©
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fi.e. Pa-te-Mn-pyY Tn facl the scribc was not carcless at all. On the
gontrary thunks te him. for piviog us a clus Lo the identification -of
many persoms whose names are wrilten someumes in full and some-
limes in a shoreer form, Thuy, or example fram Doe. NIV we
know thut.

Pa na is the abhbreviated form for o te’ Mna® py
*Mn htp s the abbreviated form for Pa te nft hip

Moreover 1ve can infer Phat:

Pa na i3 the father of Hr «'st and Wn Mn

Pa te nir hip s yro rd (i.e. "Mn htp & yrt rd) is the lather of Ta-hh.

The relation  between  the Ryl documenis and those of
Philadelphia lics in the Tact that the 2nd party of Ryl XU, XILL XTV
Ty-"niy is ako mentioned in Phil, XTI where she leaged the house to
her sister Tyba. The story of the property could thus be traced: Tn
the 21 st year of Plolemy Soter T, the woman Ty Hr agquired the house
through her marriage with P oo 'h. In the 5th year of Philudelphus
she sold the house to Ty'miy who, in the Bth year of Philudclphus,
leased it te her sister. These Ryl documenis help in restoring the
much mutilated document X[ of the Philadzlphia group,

4. The Brivish Musewm Coffection

A. A group of Hicratic 2nd demotic documents in the Briush
Muscem was published by Reich in 1914, This collection covers ibhout
four centuries beginning  from Wahibre {568 B.C.) down to Plolemy
¥l {176 B. C.), It comptiscs contracls dealing with embalment; choa-
chyles; sales .of lund, tombq, houses and liturgies and paths. Doc. No.
10073 of this collcotion dated 217 B. C. menlions the same persans
who ure mentoined in Do, Terdl. 3096 dated 222 B. C.

B. Another group of Demetic Papyri of the Hritish Museum
collection was published by the lute Prof. Glanvitle in 1939, This
group also presents 8 Theban seemc with its unbroken history of a
small property and of its neihbours during the fimt quarter of the
third century. The importance of this grovp lies in (he fact that it
links up, in a dircet succession three earlier documents {takany bock the
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history of the main property by another guarter of a genlury) with
four lawr docoments in the BRylands collection and  unother in
Bhiladclphia.  Philadelphia and the Louvre are also associated wilh them,

3. The Cararvan Collectiun

These two Carparven PBapyrl were lfound b Dra® Abu el Naga
in 1912,  They are dawed the 4th venr of the native king Harmachis
and deal with a sale of land The first party of Doc. 1 is ihe cousin
of the sccond pany. Tn Doc 11, the fist parly is the wacle of the
second,

Apart fram their Jepa! interest, these docoments enabled Carter
1o date the vaulied tomhs in which they were found, 1o the Plolemaic
nperiod. 1t was there also that 1he famous histerical (ablel refernng 1o
the expulsion of the Hyksos by Kumose snd the seeond broken tablct,
were found, These Documents were published by Splegelberg in Rec.
Trav. 35

Io addivien to these major collectinns there are alse many other
minor groups which huve been published in different -periodicals and
seientific jourmula during the Iast (fty years,

LITERARY DOCUMENTS

Althourh the prime sources lor legzal and soctelogical study are
the contragis. yet fexts of a purrely lieraey characler cannot be ignored.
There tou, rexding between the lines. we can infer many a social custom
and muny a leml praclice.

Th: story of Setna, for insiance, is highly impertant as throwing
light on murriage cusioms and ceremonies, It teveals alse many tradi-
tions which ure sitll preserved in Upper Epypt 1o the prssent day.

Half o cenlury ago this story was the only oasis in the desert
of Demotic filcrature but fresh discoveries have heen made since then
and many documents have been published by Griffish, Krall and
Spicgelberg.  The Danish Scholur Dr. A. ¥Yolien has been recontly
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working on many literary doguments wlnch have enubled him 1o publish
many volumes on demotie texts relating o hooks of wisdom and
philosophicul poems.  Hore oo, the docwments refleet a piclure of the
traditions and sociz| conditions of the Egyptian people.

OSTRACA

Cf cqual importance are the Demotic Ostracy which have heiped
us w understand  the coonomic conditions,  They also throw much
light on lepal terms and mertion numerous pecpraphical sites and
personul nomes.

It was early in 1913 that the lzte Sic H, Thompson, when he
pnblished some Theban Ostraca, pleaded for the publication of the
lurgest possible numbeor of these documents so that we might wrrive af
definite resulis as to their meanmg.  This task wus panly carncd out by
the Egyplian scholur Dr. G, Mattha when he took Demotic Osiraca
as 4 tield for Lis rescarch, But the posinon still omains as 1t kas been
deseribed by Sir H. Themtposn “Ne large colluetion of Demotic Ostracy
has ever been published and treaed systemativelly in the way in wiich
Wilcken has dealt with the Greck Osieaca”

Afrer this spmewhat discumsive survey of demorie lezal docuntents
haz been made, we may now ask the questions ;  Is it nat unreasomable
that the Egypiians of the Greep-romun peried should be consigned 1o
oblivion becuuse we san reod but o small number of the documents
which would make them krawn to ua ? Is it a fair defenee 1o say that
the stary of the Epyvpiians no lorger justifics interest onee the Greeks
were established in the couniry mescly on the grounds thal Greek sour-
cey are sg greatly superior and morc numeraus than the Egyplian !

Reocently it has been shown that the native Egyptian in 1he
Ptolemaic period differed in no way from his predecessor in the days of
the Pharaohs.  He also differed in oo way from his successer ol the
present day.  For, especialiy in the isofaled districts of Upper Ezvpt,
he unwittingly adopled the same hereditary traditionul way of Tiving
handed 1o him down through the ages and thus he remained glways in
stulu yuo ante.

Can we regard as satisfactory und complete, @ histery which
merely records the doings of the statcsmen and the lives of the dominant
persanilitics whilst the preat mass of the peoplz moves ungeeosnised and
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indistingt 0 the backeround 7 How much can we {earn about the
ordinury ohscare Egyptian citizens [rom such of their records as they
wrote by their hunds 7

Surely, it is the duty of the Ezyplologist 1o curry on and further
the resczrehes of the great Demotists Revillour. Spiepelburg: Griflich,
Reich, Thompson. and Glanwille so thut their lzhours may come to lull
Fruitton. 13 1is true that he is badly hangicipped at present, through the
lack of a stundard Demouc Lexigen, a sysiematised Demotie Palacogra-
phy and a comprehensive Demeotic Bibliography. 1t s true ako that
too ofien the earnest stedent of Demotic bus o grepe in the dark like
a truveller without map or compass. But with 1lus apparatus coiicus,
Demotic will na longer remain a terca inco2nita.
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but wg (hink (hat bouly of them depended mostly upon the same main
Source which, was the official docoments reserved in the first. chaneellery

AL-BALAWI
An Unknown Egyptian Historion

By

GAMAL ELDIN FEL-SHAYYAL

ul-Ralawi Abu Mul. *Abd Alizh B. Mub. 2l-Madini an unknown
Egypliun historian who lived in the fourih CtnLur}- of Hidjra {1k A. D)

He helongs to the Arxzb inbe Buliyy, a brapch of Kuda -ah,
which wus scattercd m different parts of Hidjaz, Syoa and Lnypt

The dates of his birth and desth are not knawn, but we can
reazsongbly assume that he lived in the fourth century of Hidjra,

ibn ab-MNadim { died about 390 A, H.) was the first to write his
biopraphy in his book “ef Fibrise” in which he sad that 'Abd Allah
was one of Pativy, u trihe which inhabited Eaypt; he was o preacher,
a theologian and g scholur. He wrols many books ameng which were;
Kirgh ul-dhwab, Kitah al-Ma‘arifah and Kitaf ol-bin va Fratidihi v,

These baoks are all lost.  He s wetl known now through another
book; “Sirat Mlumad H. Tulun™ (The Biography of Ahmad B, Tulun).

Abau the year 1935 the luee Mub-Kurd- Al discovered a very
old copy of this jnvaluable history in at-Dhahiriah Library in Damascus,
He cdited it with a long intradugiion and wseful comments {Damascus
1939,

Kurd-*Ali ook al-Balawi for an fsmadili wrilr, 2 point of view
whivlh wos proved o be wrong by Tvunow, the greut lsmatili researcher.
Abu "Abd-Allah al-Zinjuni, the great Iranian scholur snd rhe lale profe-
swor *Abd al-Hamid al-*Abbadi, the Egyptian hescorian.

Thete are ather shor biographics of al-Halawi in the later ‘books
of biograply such as; ol-Tousi™s al-Fibrist, of- Najashi's Kital etf= Rifad,
af- Dhhahi's Mizan alitiidad and e Muodiar's Liswr al-Mizan,






RAPPORT SUR LA PROSPECTICN DU TERRAIN DANS
LA REGION DE LA MOSQUEE DE NAB| DANIEL

Par
K. MICHALOWSKE

Le 4 Jamvier 1955, gyent obleno une permission spéciale du
Minisidre des Wakfs pour I praspection du werrein de [l mosquée de Nahi
Dunicl, ¥ai commence & ellectuer les dits travoux, assisté de MM, Dr.
Faus Abdel Rahman El Fakharani ¢t Lessck Dabrowski, architecle de
la Mission Archéologique Polonaise cn Egypte Dr. Vicor Guirguis.
Directeur du Musée Gréoe-Romuin, devast aussi prendre part & nos re.
cherches: s ayant &4 retenu ak dernicr moment, au Muosée, par des
travaux urpents, i poss o plnercusement prétd le matériel d'é&clairape.
La Facuité des Letires a mis & notre disposition deux oovriers et les
fchitles indispensnhles,

Mous sommes descendus dans e poits gui se frouve dans 1e souss
sol de lu mosquée, 34 proximité du tombeay de MNabi Danicl et Sidi
Loukman. Ce puils. anenagd dans e eoin Nord Est de la dite mosguée,
avait deju ¢1¢ "objet des recherches de M. Breceia. M. Breecia a hien
reconny ici uae eiteene ancicone {of, Bull. Musée Gr-Hom., Alex. 192331,
p. 483, mais it 2 munqué de donner wne description de ¢e monument,
comme il sest absteny d’en propeser la date d'exdécution,

Au cours de netre prospection, M. Dabrowski a pris loutes les
mesures nécessaings, ¢f a naté loutes les observations de détails,  Son
ciude et ses dessins, attaches 1 mon  rappert, présenient ainsi une
premigre dlude nrehialomique de co monument.

Nous avors cxaminé en détuil e mornicr et les partieules de
ciment impermeshle  (wasserdichterputz) recouvrunt les murs de cette
cilerne, lesquels sont construits en appareil jreégulier comprenant des
blocs de cakenire et des briques cuites ruttaches pur des couches epaisses
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de cintent,  Cot appareil earieiéristique, ginsi gue T presenese de cofinnes
romainss probublerient de la fin du liéme siéele, il réiemploydcs pour
In construction dos vedwes. povs offrent des dennies suffisanies pour
dater lz monument.

Il Faut remarquer enceors que la colonoe appartenant o siveay
Iz plus bas a ét¢ detowrnée ot placde sur ume hase yotogonale
caraclerstique de I'épogue musulmane récenle.

Je suis dong enclin 4 croire qu# npows avens 4 faize a4 une
vonstruction datunt, =u plus 101, de epoyur byzantine, :par antéricure
i T hin-du 1Y ¢mee sidele, et reconstruity plus twrd, & Pépoyue muosalmane,

En cflet, cette giterne n'a aucun rapport avee ks construction
ptolémuigues ot ramuines déceyertes ding cede Tigion.

M. PBrecein a nered douxe frous dans le mur de b cicerne, 1l a
dustl exceustd une fouille demidce le mor Nord Bst conlive i notre
citerne.  Dans  <on rupport  susmertionnd, i1 g sienalé des mums
rlolémaiques découverls au cours dv son sendase,  Ces murs sont &
prézent recuuvenis por des décembres of de b e,

Je suis persusdé gue toute la region dz la mosguée Nahi Dunicl
devrnit éire de nouveau Uobiet de recherches archéalopigues méthodigues
surtout en 13 purbe oveupds autrelois par les ombeaox des sultans,
P'emplucement de ces tombeuuy, au Sud Quest de la dite moesgquée. n'a
pas el Jusgu'd  présent élwdié. On n'y a pas clgeiu? de fouilles
archéalbpiues oi de sendupes.  Je propos: done gu'nn memerandum
500l adressd par [ Faculte des Lettres & [0 Muniopalits J*Alexandos
el s Ministere des wakts, précisint du'do e devrait wecorder tocune
autenzatiun de consiryire sur ee terrin avunt d'y pratiguer one Touille
archéaloggue ithodugue,

Ce n'est pas seulement la question de savoir si e tombeay o Alecx-
andeic fe Gramd se trowve yroiment d ot endroit. Comme on suil,
celle opinion a ¢lé soutenue par plusicers fowilleurs ol savunts, gomine
Mahmoud El Fulaka, Dr. Neroutzos, Zogheh, Betth. Hoganth (en partics,
Thuile et diutres,  Mais. si sous considérons les donnies que nous
possédons aujourd hai coneernant le plun d’Alesandne 4 ipogue
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erévo-romidine, 8 Lerrain présenfc sans aucen doute un inicrde foat @
fuit pattivuler. Clest pourgaod, 4 mon avis, Parcheptogic doit profiter
d'une sitpation exceplionnege mais passapére qui s'est produit par suile
de Ja disparition des tombeaus des sufians, cf procéder | plus tot possibie
i fouiller d*une fagon mdthodigue ¢e LeTrain (rés imporant.

En ¢¢ qui concerme I'etude de M. Dorhrawski, jo voudrais altirer
volre atiendon sur {a parnie finale de son arlicle, M. Dibrowski a nis
en relisf Pinportance que pressote pour Lo Jes bdtiments modernes sut
le sol d Algrandrie Fexisionee d'ane sueanfité de citernes et agtres
consiruclion: soutertaings.  Efles préscnent pour la stabibie du terran
' Afexandric wn prohlime wout 4 fait parliculicr gui devrait étre calculé
pur les architestes et dant ils-deveaient 1onir comple dans leurs projels
de camstrgcLion,

RAZIMIFERZ MICHALDWSKI
Professiur Wisewre a Lo Faeoll® dea Leires
de j"Umversiw d'Alexandric.

Le 13 Jouciar Ui
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