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- Albent &’ Aix,

Historia Hierosolymitana, Ed. RH.C,, HOcc., Tome IV,
Paris, 1872,

- Anna Comnena,
The Alexiad, Trans. E.R A Sewder, Great Britaln, 1969.
-ASC,

“The First and Seccnd Crusade™, ed, and Tr. by A.S. Tritten,
The Journa! of the Royal Asiatic Socicty, London, 1933, Pan
1, pp- 69 - 107.

- Caffaro, C.

De Liberation Chvitatum Orients Lifer, Ed. RH.C., HOcc,
T.V, Pans

= Do Capue,

Les Familles d’Qutre-Mer, Publides par M.E.G Rey, Pasis,
1869,

- Fulcher of Chartres,

A History of the Expedition to Jeruealem, Tr. by Frances
Ryam, Sisters of 51 Joseph, edited with an introduction by
Harold’s Funk, Koouville, ULS. A, 1969

- Gregoure le Pretre,

Chrenique de Gregoire le pretre, ed. RH.C.Doc.Amm, TI,
Paris 1869.

- Mistoria Belli Sacri, {Tudsbedus Continuatus)in R H.C., H.Occ,
T.I11, Paris, 1866.
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- Matthicw d’Edesse,
Extrait de la Chronique, Ed. RH.C.,, Doc.Arm,, T.1, Pans,
1869.

= Miclel le Syrien,

La Chronique de Michel le Synen, 3 Vols, Tr. ed. by JB.
Chabot, Paris 1905.

~ Raoul de Caen,

Gesta Trancridi in Expeditione Hicrosotymitana, ERH.C.,
H Occ., T. I, Paris, 1866.

= Roger of Wendover,
Flowers of History, Vol I, London 1348,
- Rohricht,
Repesta Hicrosolymitani, Inshrue, 1893, doc. 104,
-William of Tyre,
A History of Deeds Done Beyond the Sea, Tt by Babeock
and Krey, 2 Vola, New York, 1943.
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= Duggan,
The Story elthe Crusades, London, 1963.
= {irousset,

Histoire des Croisades et du Royaume Franc de Jerusalem, 3
vals, Paris, 1948,

- La Monte,
= The Lords of Sidos in Byzantion, Vol XVII,

= The Lord of Carsarea in tbe Period of The Crusadesin
Speculum, Vol XXI1I, Cambridge, 1947,

- Mayer,

The Crusades, Tr fom German by Gillegham, Oxdord,
University Press, 1972,
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- Michaud,

History of the Crusades, Trans. from French by Rabsen.
- Nicholson, R L.,

Joscelyn 1, Prince of Edessa, lineis, 1954,
- Oman, CW.C,

A History of the At of War in the Middle Ages, Vol I,
Landon, 1924.

- Rey,

Les Colonies Franques de Syrie aux X1 ex X111 sigcles, Paris,
1833.

- Setton, KM.,
A History of the Crusades, Vol 1, U.5.A | 1958
- Stevenson

The Crusaders in the East, Cambridpe, 1907
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(7)  American Archive. Op. Cit. p. 264,
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"y EIN WINTERABEND

Wenn der Schnee ans Fenster
filh, '
Lang die Abendglocke liutel,
. Vielen ist der Tisch bercitet
Und das Haus ist wohlbestelll.
Mancher aul der
Wanderschait

Kommt ans Tor sufl dunklen
Piaden.

Golden biGbt der Baum der
Gnaden.

Avs der Erde Kiihlem Saft

Wanderrer tritt stifl herein;

Schmerz  verstcinerte
Schwelle,

Da erglinzt in reiner Helle

Auf dem Tische Brot und
Wein.

die

A WINTER EVENING

Window with falling soow is
arrayed,

Long tolls the vesper bell,

The house is provided well,

The table is for many laid.

Wandering ones, more than a
few,

Come to the dpor on darksome
courses,

Golden blooms the tree of graces

Drawing up the earth’s cool dew.

Wanderer quietly steps within;

Pain has turned the threshold 10
stone.

There lie, in limpid brightness
shown,

Upon the table bread and wine.

{Cp. Halliburton, D. “Pocetic Thinking - An Approach to
Heidegger™ The Uni. of Chicago Press Ltd, London, 1385,

P.185 186,
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while, paradoxically, also taking the reader into the realm of the
self-consciously literary and picturesque. The narrator thus
unwittingly draws attention to the artificiality of the scene he
describes, and even upstages his pathetic heroine to the point
where the narrator's finer feelings, rather than hers, are forced
upon the reader’s attention. Not surprisingly, Yorick's effusions
on this occasion are among the most ofi-quoted passages in A
Sentimental Joumegy, lllustrating and satirizing as they do the
propensity of the Man of Feeling to indu'ge in and celebrate his
own emotional reactions; “Dear sensibifity! Source inexhausted
of all that's precious in our joys, or costly in our somow! ...
Eternal fountain of our feelings!” {395). In this speech, which
confounds within itsed the language of feefing, of devotion
("Thou chainest thy martyr down upon his bed of straw = 'tis
thou who lifi'st him up to Heaven™ ~ and of pleasure, the
exasperation of sensibility reaches its ironic acme. | register this
as a novel conflation of all the streins within and influences
upon the cult of feeling traced by Crane and Greene
respeclively, bt always with a self-parodying, ironic twist.
Sleme’s representation of sensibility in A Sentimental Joumnay
appropriates the cult of sensibility identified by Crane as having
originated in Lafitudinarian religious discourse, by Greene as
having been secularized by Shaftesbury, and by Markley as
operating in the service of an ideological {unction — as the
defining mark of the gentleman. However, like his mentors,
Cervantes and Rabelais, Sterne eludes the ideological
constraints which originally provided the space for his literary
practice, putting to use his awareness of the cult of sensibility in
a manner which both celebrates and parodies it, defamiliarizing
it in a novel liferary form.
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es good as thou art beautiful’ ~ also carries clear sexual
undertoncs, in Yorick's slipping of the money into the purse with
the ambivalent words, "and God will fill it". The irony is
compaunded, and also the scene's potential later outcome
mmplied, by this ambiguous speech, as is made plain in Yorick's
next encounter with the young woman, with a scene of erotic
conguest. At the hotel in Paris, Yorick explicitly contrasts the
language of sengibility and that of devolion, with the language
of eraticism: I felt something at first within me which was not in
strict unison with the lesson invirtue | had given her the night
before. ... The devil was in me" {308). With the file de chambre
‘falling off her center”, any lingering illusion of piety is finally
dispelled.

_Whereas the incidents of A Sentimental Joumey which
deal with the file de chambre selinze conventions of
sentimentality by means of ironic parody and even farce, that of
Maria, the beautifu! maid driven mad by love, epifomizes the
pathetic, but also implicitly contains its own form of irony. Maria
is a combination of aheroine of pastoral idy!!, of the seduced,
ebandoned maid of medieval ballads, and of Ophelia. For
Yorick, she collapses the distinction between the imaginary
worlds he loves to cenjure up in his musings, and ihat of his
immediate, physical surrpundings: “The story he had told of that
disorder'd maid affected me not & lille in the reading; but when
| got wilhin the neighborhood where she lived, it retumed so
strong into my mind" {360). It is important to note the Quixotic,
"medieval” quality of Yorick's prose atthis point: *'Tis going, |
own, like the Knight of the Woeful Countenance in quest of
melancholy adventures”. As & representative of melancholy,
Maria is dressed in white, with her hair hanging loose, with a
pipe at her waist, end with & goat and a litile dog at her side, in
a pastora) tableau that Yorick himse!f enters as he sits down
beside her, at once weeping for her, and wiping her tears. The
scene both has the poiential to arouse a degree of sympathy,
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graciousness, and material generasity, foward the same monk
whom he had earlier scomed and slighted, the reader may infer
that his motives In doing so are, on the one hand, more than a
litle blended wiih self-approbation, and on the oiher, not
unrelated to a desire to display himself in a favorable light
before the young woman. For Yorick this complex of motives
fssues in a state in which self-apprebation and sexual attraction
are oddly compounded: *| knew not that contention could be
rendered so sweet and pleasurable a thing to the nerves as |
then feltit" (66). The ritual exchange of snufiboxes between the
two male protagonists in the scene, and their accompanying
expression of e'evated sentiments, is ironically contrasted with
Yarick's erotic gesture of kissing the young woman's hand. {He
has in fact heen clinging to the hand, all the while the high-fown
rhetaric has been passing between the two men.)

Yorickis encounter with the file de chambre constiitles
ancther moment wherein the rhetoric of benevolence and
sensibility is clearly subverted by 1he namator's evident erotic
attraction to the object of his chanty. As Yorick slips a crown
into the girfl's purse, he gives her a piece of moaral advice: “Be
but as good as thou art handsome, and heaven will fill it™ {223).
Markley reads Yorick's advice as articulating “the ideological
values” of Sterne’s "eentimental narrative™ (210). The coin, in
Markley's reading, is transformed into a symbol definitive of the
relationship hetween a gentieman and a gid of the fower
classes, his potential vietim. However, such a humorless
reading fails to appreciale the irony both of the refigious and
sexual allusions in Yorick's account of the incident, and in its
later outcome. The clergyman's rhetoric that Yorick employs in
eddressing ihe fife de chambre is revealed as nothing more
then a poor substitite for the language of desire. (The tell-tale
phrase here is, “a kiss of charity, as warm and holy asan
apostle” (227). Yorick's paternalistic sermonizing, as from a
fatherly minister to one of his virtuous female parishioners — "Be

[T
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active verbal communication between bird and human being.
The profundity of Yorick's emational response, and the impact
of the bird incident upon his sensibility, are undercut, however,
when we realize the basis of Yorick's delusion in the trained
bird's continual repetition of a single utterance. The final
dzbunking of an, at first sight, pathetic case, occurs with the
satire on social snobbery — and s traditional place in first-
persan memoirs ~ for which the caged bird offers the
opportunity. The bird, we are told, was presented as agifito a
series of English aristocrets and commoners. The paradox, as
Yorick sees it, is that whereas his bird “wanted to get out” of its
cage, the commoners who acquire the bird that was the
property of a Lord, wanied, rather, {o “getin”-into a higher
rank in society, that is.

In his article "Sentimentality as Performance”, Robert
Markley sees Steme as dramatizing sentimentality in ways,
which explicitly assert the values of middle-class culture. Yet,
whereas Markley reads tragic, rather than pathetic
undercurrents in A Sentimenfal Journey, | read a comically
ironic undertone in the text, which, | would argue, constitutes
one of the definitive qualities of Sterne's fiction®. The incidents
with the Franciscan monk and the chambermaid may serve es
representative examples of the irenic tension between a
seemingly benevolent act and the context within which it cccurs
end is ircnically interpreted. The Franciscan monk cails upon
Yarick, inthe name of those great claims that one human being
may make upon enolher of benevolence and charity. While in
private conference with the monk Yorick lectures him sternly, in
self-ighteous tones, about the moral disgrace of idle parasitism
and the greater deservingness of the truly needy disabled and
poor. In a difierent context, however — in the presence of a
pretty young woman to whom he is sexually attracted - Yorick's
attitude and motives become considerably more complicated.
When he tells his reader how he behaved with apologetic
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‘spontaneous overflow” of feeling; the subjective, even
solipsistic, fdentification with nature and projection of subjective
emotion onto natura! surroundings; the consequent cultivation
of private reflection in the setting of the wildemess'®, Unlike the
personae of a large proportion of Romantic fyrics, howewver,
Sterne's narrator in A Sentmental Joumey undercuts the
possibility of reader identification with his musings, through
ironic exaggeration.

Ancther important device by which Sterne illustrates yet
undercuts his narrator's attitude toward nature and natural
objects {s through Yorick's fascination with sentiments aroused
by contact with sentient beings, including animals. At tha hotel
in Peris Yorick's meditations upon the Bastitla are interrupted by
a cry for help from captive bird. The sympaihetic Yorick
watches it fluttering from ane side of its cage to the other,
apparently lamenting its captivity. A comic scene ensues, in
which Yorick and the starling appear to engage in dialogus: ™I
can't get dut,” said the staring ~ God help thee! Said I - but Vil
fet thee out, cost what it will ... The bird flew to Lthe place where
{ was atlempting his defiverance ...° However, Yorick's efforts
are jn vain. *| fear, poor creaturel said), | cannot setthae at
Iberty - 'No' said the starling —' | can't get out — { can't get out,’
said the staring {240). Yorick's quixotic errand of rescuing the
bird, in which Yorick himself becomes the object of an
impressive seff-dramatization — *'ll et thee oul, cost what it will"
— causes the narrator to dwell with loving self-approval upon his
own finer feelings at this moment: *| vow | never had my
effections more tenderly awakened; or do ! remember an
mcident in my lifs, where the dissipated spirits, to which my
reason had been a bubble, were 5o suddenly called home”
(241). The incident is rendered speciously poignant by the
narrator's enthropemorphism. The bird is said to press against
lhe inside of the cege as if “impatient™ The bird's repeated cry
of *| can't get out™ appears to the narrator as forming par of an
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niche entirely to mysell® (34). The reason Yarick gives for not
thus celebratng the “novelty” of his "vehicle” is an alieged fear
that he might “break in upon the confines of the vain traveler™.
In his parody of the philosophical passages of a travelogue,
Yorick makes fun of the fravelogue's traditions, not only by
paradyirg its style, but by his debunking and dismissive
classification of travelers, and, by implication, travel writers.

Onz work that Yorick singies out as the object of especially
biting satire is Smollett's Travels Through Frence end llaly. For
Yorick, Smallel epitomizes the disgruntled *splenetic” traveler,
who is mockingly presented in A Sentimental Joumey as “The
learned Smelfungus”. Smelfungus, we are told, traveled from
Boulogne to Paris, and “from Paris to Rome - and so on - but
he set out with the spleen and jaundice, and every object he
passed by was discoloured or distoried — He wrofe an eccount
of them, but ‘twas nothing but the account of his miserable
feelings” (9B}, The wrilers of these immensely popular
eighteenth-century travelogues only succeed, eccording to
Yorick, in projecting their subjective personal moods and
feelings upon the settings through which they pass. Ironically,
however, the same may be said of Yorick himself, the
sentimental traveler. As a represeniative Man of Fedling, he
projecis his inner staies of melancholy, joy, and joi¢ dg vivre
upon the most barren and unpromising of natural setlings: *Was
1 in a deseri, | would find out wherewith in it to call forth my
affections ~ If | could not do better, | would fasten them upon
some sweet myrtle, or seek some melancholy cypress to
connect myself to". He would “‘cuit my name upon them, and
swear they were the lowveliest trees throughout the desert; if
their leaves wither, | would teach myself to mourn, and when
they rejoiced, | would rejoice efong with them" (88).

This passage already anticipales what, decades after the
writing of A Senfimental Joumey, would be identified as
characteristic  features of literary Romanticism; the
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night of an indigestion”, suggests the extreme susceptibility of
his imagination. Yorick's impulsiveness suggests itseff, above
all, in the alacrty with which he dashes io Dover and onto a
boat, merely in order to secure to himself the same rights {o
proncuncg on French affairs a5 his opponent in a casual
argument”.

Determined to record his joumey, Yorick lakes out pen and
ink and begins wrting his Preface as soon as he is seated in
the Desobligean! MNow for the first ime in A Sentimenial
Journey self-consciously a writer, Yorick shows bimsel io be
aware of working within a lterary tradition of the travelogue, an
integral part of which is the travelogue prefaca. Yorick's preface
parodies the infroductions to such works. It also briliiantly
parodies the assured, logical prose of the Enlighienment
philosopher in the manner of Hume, Locke, or Burke'®. By
puling himself in the company of "many a peripatetic
philosopher” Yorick seff-consciously satirizes their systems of
classification in juxiaposing them with his own. Thus, for
instance, his researches into the efficient and final causes of
traveling are parenthetically interrupled by the seesaw
movemenrt of the desobligeant, which he has playfully chosen
as his parodic version of the philosophers study (32). ltisin
this discourse that Yorick also c¢lassifies those filerary
precursors who have wnlien travelogues. They are ¢ategorized
as idle, inquisitive, lying, proud, and so on; as travelers from
necessity, as ‘“delinguent and felopious travelers”, es
“unfortunate and innocent”, and, finally, as “simple™ The
sentimenta! traveler (by which of course Yorick means himself)
gives, we are told, his particular accountof his fravels oul of
necessity. Yet the noveliy of Yorick's enterprise is firmly
underscored: *l am well eware, atthe same time, as both my
trave!s and observatiens will be altogether of a differen! cast
from my forerunners; that | might have insistad upen a whole
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aspects of the narmative'®. Her insights, however, fall prey to the
critica! fallacy of identifying author with narrative vaice. Thus, in
her imtroduction to the work Woolf wiites, “Instead of being
convinced of the tendemess of Sierne's heart — which in
Trisiram Shandy was never in question — we begin to doubt it.
For we feel that Sterne is thinking of himself" (xiii). Her
parenthetical comparizon of A Senlimental Joumey to Tristram
Shandy indicates the crux of the critical problem. The narrative
voice in both works Is misteken for that of the author himself.
Yorick, although he shares some quixotic qualities with Tristram
Shandy, difers in that he is a Quixote in search of self-
knowledge through a journey, both physical and
psychalogical'®.

Certain character treils in Yorick are emphasized even
before the account of his journey to the Continent begins. From
the first, Yorick is presented as salf-consciously a man of
fashion; as somewhat maudlin in his chivalric devotion to Eliza;
as g dilettente, preoccupied with trivia; end as a being given to
flights of fancy, a creature of impuise. As a would-be man of the
word, he claims a first-hand knowledge of French society,
which he does not possess. As a man of fashion, he finds it
imporiant to tell the reader what clothing, hawever simple, he
took to France. "half a dozen shirts and a pair of black silk
breaches” (3). His sentimentalily where women are concemed
appears slready in his allusion to the "fittle picture” of Eliza he
has promised to carry with him to the grave (4). The
preoccupation wiih material details —~ his packing and trave!
arangements, the fricasseed chicken he ate on the Channel
ferry at three o'clock in the aftermoon - presage an cbsession
with trifles which continues throughout his narrative. The vivid
fantasy of his death, and the consequent seizure of his properly
by the French Crown — a fentasy triggered solely by his mention
of the meal that might have, but did nol, cause his death “that
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parodies them, in ways, which will shorlly be examined in the
present paper.

The character of Yorick first makes its appearance in
Tristram Shandy. Yorick's relationship with all the major
characters of this complex narrative is pivotal to its structure
and to its moral debates. In a work that deals primarily with the
acts of reading and wmiing, and with presence and absence,
birth and death, Yorick is central. He is, paradoxically, although
dead, very much alive. His sermon, read by Corporal Tnm,
while outwardly a digression, is in -fact integral to our
understanding of the moral wuniverse inhabited by the
characters. |t {s interesting to note, moreover, that Steme's plan
for both his major eeuwres included the writing of Volumes 3
and 4 of Sepfimental Journey before resuming work on Trstram
Shandy, so that the geneses of 1he two works are intimately
related. Yonick's name obviously invokes the deceased court
jester of Hamfet, a "fellow of infinite jest” (V. ), 171), whase
disinterred skull is also, hgweaver, a grim reminder of mnrtahty
Yorick's authorization by Sterne as naretor thus raises the
crucial question, how seriously can a jester be taken? The
answer, the narrative seems to supggest, is both very seriously,
and not seriously at all. On the one hand, Sterne’s Yorick is a
grave clergyman, a man of God, devout, morally upright,
vituously benign;, on the other, he is a playlul, even fecldess
libertine, whose narrative discourse macks and undercuts pious
axioms, even as it arliculates them. Similarly, his didacticism in
the promotion of acts of charity and his celebration of his own
moral worth as “benevolent” man are undercut by s self-
absormption, his self-congratulation, the calculating awareness of
monelary values that underlies even his charties, and his
carnal sensuality.

Virginia Woolf was the first of a line of crilics to attack the
excesses of ‘“sentimental sef-interest” in A Sentimental
Joumey. Woolfs reading calls sttention to the self-dramatizing
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Greene's understanding of Crane's detection of the doctrine of
“self-approving joy” in the wrtings of the latter half of the
seventeenth. and most of the eghteenth, century. Greene
views Crane’s work as failing unwitlingly into a celebration of
the complacent, egoistic, seff-apprabatory foy of the Pharisees
of Luke's gospel. Crane's whole point, it may be argued, was to
show the process by which this "cunous type of hedonism”
gamed an ascendancy (B48).

Sterne's A Seniimental Journey may be read as a text that
enacts each of Crane's four categories, as & represenlative
eighteenth-century text that inscribes sentimentality inits awn
title and uses it as a unifying principle for the entire work.
However, far from mechanically applying these cateqories to a
set of characters and situations, Sterne esiablishes a comic,
ironi¢ dislance behtween himself as auther and his text, through
the authorization of Yorck as namator/sentmental hera. The
humor that animaies both Trasfrarm Shandy and A Sentimentel
Joumney thus erises from the reader's abifity to laugh both with
and a! Sterne's narrators. The selfconsciousness of both
Tristram Shandy and Yorick is presenied &5 representative of
the sensibility of the Man of Feeling at work, but also as open to
parody and to satiric undercutting. Sentmentztity and feeling as
refieciions of inner wvirlue are. indeed, a charmctenistic of many
of the major writings of the eiphteenth century, parliculary
those of Steme, Richardson, Ficlding and Smollett. Each of
these wrilers celebrates the virues of “1he human hearf”, as
they manifest themselves in the benzvelent aetions of their
individual {usually male) heroes. Thus, impulses of generosity,
"manly tears”, charitable gifts to the needy, become outward
manifestalions of that camplex of “sensibiiity” outlined by Crane.
The “seff-approving joy" depicted as experienced by a Squire
Bramble or an Alwaonhy'® is represented es being its own
reward. Sterne not only works within these traditions, but also
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Latitudinarianism, and to question ils significance as a
precursor of “sensibility”. Greene's ardicle, “Latitudinarianism
and Sensibifity: The Genealogy of The Man of Feeling
Reconsidered”, is seen by several entics of eighteenth-century
literature to have accomplished the task of refuting Crane’s
categories. Greene conlests each element of the complex
doctrines that constitute the {ledging philosophy of sensibility,
on the ong hand by relying on more recent work on the history
of Anglicanism in the seventeenth and eighteenth centunes,
and, on the other, by blurring the specificity of parlicular types
of discolurse in a particular historical period, in favar of a much
broader, a'mast ahistorical, thematic understanding of *feeling”
es constituent of the literary In Western discourse. Thus the
identification of virllue wiih benevolent actions and the
admiration of warm human emotion, accerding to Greene, long
anfedates 1660. By collapsing the terms “humanity”, “gocd-
naturg” and “umversal benevolence”, Greene finds it possible to
trace them back to Wycliffe and Chaucer in the fourteenth
century, and even furher back, through Biblical writings {o
those of the Classical pericd, and even to Homer. Sensibility is
thus reduced to a false, sel-conscicus affectation, usually
accompanied by & drep in the poputarity of the genre, which
celzbrates it in eny ege. Greene's genealogy thus universalizes
a Westemn literary tradition in celebrating tis mimetic function,
with no theory of language to help account for the sermantic
instability of signifiers over time. Similarly, his tracmg of the
doctrine that human beings are innately capable of mutual
affection and benevolence to Christian teachings long predating
1660, fails to grasp that discourse, even for the founding fathers
of the Church, performs specifically ideological tasks directly
refated to that complex interplay between power, discourse and
knowledge previously slluded to as oullined by Foucault!. This

precccupation with a transcendental, shistorical moral teaching
spmehow  miraculously constitulive of moral being, mars
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genres. the novel, moral conduct books, philosophical
discourse, and, as Rousseau apd Mullan argue, medical
literature” {219). Crane iso'ates four principal espects of the
ethical and psychological trails {hat compose and reconstitute
subjectivity within the cu't of sentimentality. Each of these traits
will ba shown to constitule a strain of discourse for Sternge in A
Sentimenfal Joumey. Each, it will be ergued, operates et the
surface of the text and yet is undermined through the text's
ironic depth. The first of these is what Crane terms "Virtue as
universal benevalence”. The shift that the category signals is
from an emphasis on the value of human warks which had been
edvocated and disseminated by the Puntans, to a strongly
naturglized “‘power of goodness® specific to “man only of all
crealures under heaven” {Crang 69). The second shift, Crang
identifies as a pronounced strain of antkstoicism that
constitules benevolence as Teeling”. Such a view strongty
challenged and undermmined the hitherlo prevalent notion of Lhe
eighteenth century as sn age of “reason”, understood as a coid
intellecluality. The third category debates the Hobbesian nation
reductive of human motivation to egoistic self-interest based on
competition. The new digcourse disseminates an opposite
ideotogy, one that defines “man™ as essentially agenile and
sympathelic ereature, organicatly linked to society not merely by
intellecl, but by passions preductive of a tendency fo lave and
goodwill. The fourth calegory is what Crane terms “self-
approving joy”. This (astis extremely tmporiant for readings of
Sleme, for it may be reinscribed in Foucauldsan lerms as “the
eroticisation of benevolence” Good deeds precipitate a
pleasure (jouissance)'!.

Crane's categories and findings, it must be noted, have
been crticized on several grounds. A number of studies have
attempted fo reinscribe an allemative history of sensibility, cne
that emphasizes the importance of Shaflesbury, while others
have aftempted mainly to decanstrucl Crang’s definition of
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simply "‘man”, human subjedivity is seen as flexible, mutable
and forever malleable by shaping economic, cultural and social
pressures within a larger cultural interplay between power,
know'edge, and discourse. The complexity of that process of
individualism on the one hand, and of the historical moment &l
which the critica! act itself is undertaken, on the other, render
the ect of interpretation at best provisiona! and limited by its
own historicity. it is Crane’s contribution, in his seminal work on
the eighteenth century, that he first pointed {o the nise of new
discursive formations, signaled by an upheaval er rupture
caused by the demise of Puritan influense on British poliiics and
culture, @ rupture for which the date 1660 may be said to mark
an important turning-point,

Crane’s work, while it noted distinctive elemenis of
*sentimental benevolism® in the writings of the third Earl of
Shaftsbury, regards these elemenis as manifested in
Shaflesbury's work, but not as originating with it. Indeed, as
previously mentioned, Crane seeks its origin in the influence of
the Latitudinarian tradition, which enabled divines to reach an
audience through their congregations, but alse a much larger
one through their books. It is importamt in this regard that Crane
also identifies elements of the new emerging philosophy in the
sentimental heroes and heroines of countless English navels,
plays and poems, between the 1730s and the 1780s. In other
words, Crane traces the pgenealogy of specific discursive
formations, in different types of discourse, which already reflect
8 process of individuation at work in eighteenth-century
discourses. Both Mullan and Markley directly link the rise of
these new types of discourse thal reinforce one anothertoa
shift in class power retations, with the growing ascendance of a
new urban bourgeoisie. Marklzy wntes, “Sentimentalism, then,
is neither solely a literary nor a philosophical phenomenon, but
a form of moral self-promotion that manifests itsel in the
discursive practices of a variety ol literary and non-literary
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defining and propagating the new cult of sensibility. | will also
atternpt to show that, through its use of irony, and through the
choice of Yorick's namative voice, the text eludes cerain
ideologica! restraints, and l:rea‘tes for itself a subversive space
within the sentimental tradition’,

MNew Critical readings of A Senlimental Joumey as a
canonical ftext have traditionally edopted one of two broad
approaches to Sterne's texl. Either they have placed it in
relation to other Sterne texts — in particular, Trisfram Shendy -
or they have examined some of its textual features from a
formalist perspective, through mdwiduaf studies of character,
imagery, structure, style, ete®. Given the recent interest in
literary theory, and the energizing zea! of new-historicist
approaches to eighteenth century studies, it may betimeto
examine A Sentimenial Journey afresh.

Robert Markley, writing in “Sentimenlality as
Perlormance”, has already reopened Stemes texi for
examination from a new-historicist perspec’twe However, his
methodology, which undercuts Crane's thests, fails to offer an
altemative perealogy, end ends up reifying Sterne's text
contrary to the basic principles of the new-historicist approach
he had set out to introduce. | have difficulty in accepting
Markley's rejection of Crana's basic thesis, and also with his
enthusiaslic endorsement of that of Greene, and with his
oversimplfied ideological reading, derived from his neo-Marxist
orientation, of Sterng’s work as perforning & mystifying,
conservative, function.

According to Stephen Greenblati, ane of the major critical
contributions of new-historicism, that distinguishes it sharply
from the old historicist epproach, is its empha515 upon the
constitution of the individua! subjectivity in hfstor,r . Far from

being & manifestation of a trans-historical, immutable,
essentialist “core”, traditionally described as “spirit”, "soul” or
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In his seminal article, "Sugaestions Toward a Genealogy
of the Man of Feeling”, R. S. Crane traces the orgins of the cult
of ‘“sensibilty” to numerous Anglican divines of the
Latitudinarian tradition, writing from about 1660 to 1725'. This
tradition, according to Crane, was not simply a doclrine, but a
complex of doctrines, that reached their widest dissemination in
the tatter half of the eighteenth century?. This essay proposes to
re-examine Laurence Steme’s A Sentimenta! Joumey® as a
work that simultaneously represents, shapes and undercuts this
cult of sensibility®. | will first attempt to locate Sterne's novel
within the context of such a geneafogy, through a fresh
examination of the novel that builds upon the methods and
techniques of new histoneism. Perhaps the most significant
difference between ftraditional historicist approaches to
eighteenth century fiction in genera!, andto Steme’s novelin
particu'ar, bas been the latier's adoption of discursive analysis
for a mimetic theory that sees novels primarily as reflecting or
imitating ideas and philosophies already prevalent in a culiure
within a given historical period®. By examining Steme’s use of
the voice of Yorick as namator of the text, 1 will 2atlempt to show
a representative Man of Feeling with a distinct voice, who
preaches a cult of sensibility, while ye! exposing that textual
voiee to the critical examination of the critic/reades® [ will then

examine the theatrical devices deployed by Steme o
contextualize Yorick's pronouncements upon sensibility and
“faeling”, through the enactment of scenes, which at once
supply a stage for the rhetorical expression of sensibility, but
simultaneously create a context in which the validity of that
feeling is ironically ealled into question. Sterne's deployment of
such strategies will be shown, from a new-histoncist
perspective, as performing an ideological task, namely that of
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At some point it will be necessary for feminist criticism of
Shakespeare to address the crucizl questions of post-feminism: What
do women really wanu? Is the perfect independence of women to be
desired?™  Feminist readings of Shakespeare have been pushing

against cultural restrictions and questioning gender assumptions in an
atlempt to authonze women. Hawever, as Cerol Thomas Neely points
oul, ceriain aspecis of Shakespeare have proved most difficult to
incorporete or revise namely, his representation of the father-daughter
relationships and his limited representation of f‘emnle sexuality which
excludes much of the range of female desire® Such problematic

greas in Lhe Shakespeare canon would have to be considered within
the context of post-feminism.
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female roles””™ Of course, feminism as a genera! political project

seems to be working in advance of feminist criticism in abolighing all
forms of sexual discrimination. However, palitical reform seems 1o be
independent of ecademic proceedings in which interaction between
teacher end studeni is crucial in  chanping conventional sexist
attitudes, scrutinizing current female roles and ultimately shaping
traditon. Indeed, Carolyn Swifl spesks of a "feminist renaissance” io
which "feminist teachers and students transform euthority to female
uses"™ It ig therefore essemtial for a feminist perspactive to flter

through and inform all levels of education. There is an urgent need to
develop distincily feminist strategies of teaching Shakespeare. So far
this issue has been recognized but only within the wider context of
culturel materialism and its general concern ebout the subtle use of
Shakespeare in education in order to forward an existing social order
which exploits people and discriminetes against them on grounds of
tace, class and gender. For example, Alan Sinfield shows how
Shakespeare’s iconic and mylhic satus is culturally construcied and
reproduced in a way which discourages the true individual response of
sludents towerds the texts and diverts thewr aitention from the
manoeuvres of literary enticism. Sinfield also demonstrates how the
meanings of Shakespeare's texts are politically inslitionalized
through a complex system of GCE examination questions for which
students roust be prepared and eround which & whele apparatus of
study aids and schoo) editions has sprung up

™ seanne Addison Roberts, "Making 3 Womam and Qther Institationalized
Diversions®, Shakespears Ouariardy, val 37 (1985), p. 357

P Natalic Stromg & Cprolyn Swilt, "Towards a Feminisl Renaissance: Woman-
Centering Shakespeare's Tragedies”, Women's Re-Visions gf Shakesperra, op. cit,
p.225

" Alan Sinficld, *Grve an account of Shakespeare and Education, showing why you
think they are eflective and what yon have gppreciated about them. Support yor
commenis with precise reforcooes *, Politgal Shakespesre, op. cit, pp.134-157
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Ao equally importam undertalong for feminist critics at this
poiml of proliferation is to uncover (heir roots in 4 literary tradivron of
feramnist criticism of Shakespeare and 1o identify their relation to it.
This endeavour has parly beeu addressed in the anthology, Women's

Re-Visions of Shakespeare” The book traces the responses of
famous litcrery figures such as Emily Dickinson, Virginia Woolf,
George Eliot end Adrienne Rich towards Shakespeare himself as well
es his women characters. The documentary style of the essays and the
commentary of its critics emphasize a tradition of women writers who
in their idemification with Shakespesre also express some critical

distence.  In her recent book, ing wi kespeare: Respanses
of George Eliat and Other Women Npvelisis, Marianne Novy cxplores

in great depth the references to Shakespeare end his warks mainly in
the writing of George Eliot.™ Novy's ultimate aim js to show bow

Shakespeare was appropristed &nd redefined critically and culturally
through & complex process that includes displacement of subject and
writer, & transposition of contexis and a manoeuvring of cultural
terms, Om the whole, it would be interesting 1w have similar Re-
Visions of other writers like Jane Ausien and Charlotte Bronte in an
gitenpt 1o render this project more comprehensive.

Finally, a grest challenge for feminist critics of Shakespeare is
in the field of educalion. So far there has been little impact of feminist
criticism on the teaching of Shakespeare in schools, colleges and
universities. For example, Jeanne Addison Roberts expresses her
worries about the way educational systems “institutionalize for
pecondary schoo) students a painfully constricted view of possihle

T"Marianne Novy, ed, Women's Re-Vitions of Shakespeare, (Urtana: Unhrsity of
Tllinois Press, 1990)
A\ rianne Novy, |

rher Woamen Hm:‘lgi {I..'ru'-l:rs.t} of lana: A.nmmn Bml:s. 1993}
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in the rhetorical maroeuvres of The Rape of Lugﬂﬁ.“ Vickers

remarks that Tarquin is not inflamed by the sight of Lucrece's beauty
but by her husband's verbal description of her dunng an "all-male
boasting-about-women session”. Furthermore, the poem ends with the
men, her husband and father, rhetorically competing with each other
over the right to claim possession of her body and to avenge her. The
underlyinp c¢oncept is that rape is perceived primarily as an offense
against the property or honour of men. Vickers Unis wonders whether
"there is a woman in this text explicitly dedicated to the celebration of
a woman®.”®

Shakespeare feminist critics must also  essume  their
responsibilities with relevance to the editing and production of the
plays. Few feminists have undertaken the task of editing especially
for the revised Oxford, Camhridge and Arden editions and hence the
litle impact of feminist criticism on the reader. Ann Thompson's
Cembridge edition of The Taming of the Shrew in 1984 is one
example which shows the real power of the editor in her editing of the
Notes and Commentary on the meaning of the text. Otherwise, many
editions of the 80's and 90's hardly make note of feminist eriticism.
As for theatrical presentation, most productions tend to follow the
traditfiona! imerpretation of the plays. Despite the feminist studics of
the efcet of performance on defining the meaning, and the various
ways of challenging this tradition of female sterectyping, little has
been put to praciice.

" Nancy Vickers, *The bazon of sweet besty's best': Shakespeare's Lucrece®,
Shakespeare gnd [he Qnestion of Theory, op. cit, pp. 95-115 and Katharine Maus,
"Tu.hng'[‘nmhmuly lmwnrd‘rmlmn:msmkcsp:msﬂapaf

Luerece®, The Mat terialig Feming
ed, ‘u’a.lmc Wayne, ['Hc-n"l’urk. Carpell Upnversity Press, 19913, pp 56-68

”‘Nm Vickers, op. cil. p. 112
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become another enastment of the inexoreble logic of the Same®. This
is the patrarchal logic whose concept of power iscemralized and
monolithic.™  An alternative to that is pot onfy to transform the

existing power structure, but elso to transform the very concept of
power iteelf Towands this end it is necessary for feminist criticism to
redefine its attitude to other current rends in Literary eriticism. More
infusion with other critical thearies should be considered in order to
aveid the isolation of feminist readings to an all-woman ghetto.

Om the whole, feminist criticism has made a positive impact on
Shakespearean studies [1 has shown how the meanings of the texis
have been determined by generations of critics, directars, editors, &nd
even teachers. By showing the possibility of other interpretations
where women readers are concerned, feminist critics have emphasized
that meaning is essemislly historically and cultumally constructed end
not embedded in the text. They have thus challenged the political
puthority and  cultural cignifisance of Shakespearc's plays whose
meanings are often inseribed as "timeless™ or "universal” ironically by
hoth liberals and conservatives in their attemp to reinforce
contradiciory views of an "eternal” hurnan nature.

However, further work is still required on the part of feminist
crilics in order to encompass the whale of the Shakespeare canon. So
far, some of the earliest plays such as Titus Andropicus, Henpy ¥, or
Henry ¥1 have largely been neglected or &t least not given the same
crtical focus as other tregedies and comedies.  Similarly,
Shakespeare’s sonnets have yet to be explored in some detail from a
ferninist perspective. Neveriheless, the narrative poems have been
given some attention, For example, Nancy Vickers and Katharine
Maus both examine structures of female domination and male enxiety

" Toril Moi, op. cil,, pp. 142-143



In Shakespeare and the Question of Theory, several other

essays edopt this same approach which consciously integrates recent
literary theory within feminist eriticism of Shakespeare.”’ However,
not all feminisi critics welcome this mode as potentially liberating the
way Jacqueline Rose suggests.”> Showalter cemainly has her own

seservations, which she outlines as follows:

The new sgciences of the text based on linguistics,
computers, genelic structuralism, deconstrectionism, neo-
formalisen  and deformalism, effective srylistics and
psychoaesthetics, have oflered [literary eritics the
opportunity to demonsirete that the work they dois as
menly and aggressive as nuclear physics - not intuitive,
expressive 8nd feminine, bul strenuous, rigorous,
impersona! and virile.”

The paredox of Showzher's position is that in her rejection of literary
theory because it is a highly intellectual and "maniy” style of
discourse, she endorses an essemtialist vision of femininity and
feminine discourse &s being non-discursive, irrational, intuitive and
subjective,  She therefore seems to be esserting these gender
sterectypes rather than deconstructing the binary oppositions of
masculine and feminine Showalter's approach echoes similar effons
on the part of Irigaray and Cixous to establish a theory of feminimty
and to definc a distinct feminine diseourse. Moi pertinently eriticizes
such ettempts s falling intp what she terms as "the essentialist trap”.
In spite of cenein divergences, these endeavours are "doomed to

M patricia Parker et Geoffrey Hartman, ess., Shakespeare and (he Question of

Theory, op. cit.
"Ser above, p 17

P Elaine Showalter, "Towards a Feminist Poctics™, op. cil, p. 38
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instrument or a "press” to reproduce copies of himself The
implication is that marrisge is mainly ebout acquiring “copyright" in
the woman's body.

A key question is posed by Gohlke “What then, in
psychoanalylic terms, would constitute the beginnings of feminist
discourse?™ Her conclusion might seem far some feminists as rether
simplistic in its comforting sense of closure. However, in my
experience, it does represant the acceptable face of feminist erilicism
for a number of male and female critics. She thus concludes:

That each sex should teke fiself as the norm is perhaps part
of the Prolemaic universe of children which must underpo
several steges of decentering before maturity. Not to
vndergo this process of decentering is 10 elaborate
siructures of dominance and submission in which
dominance becomes the mask of weakness and submission
a subversive strategy in the mutusl siruggle for power.
For a wiman ta read herself obliquely through the
patriarchal discourse as "other” is 1o assent to ikis
structure.  For a critic, male or femafe, to read this
discourse as represeniglive of the true nature of
mascilimity or femininity is 10 &ccept Lhis structure. Fora
feminist critic to  deconstruct this discourse 13
simu!tanmusly to recognize her own histunmty and to
engage in the process of the mlmnsl:mus by which n.he
begins to effirm her own reality. ™

**Ann Thompson, Shakespeare, Meaning and Metsphor, (Brighlom: Hanvster,
1988}, Sceespocially chaper 3.
an Gohlke, op. il., pp. 166-167



within psychoanalysis, especially the feminist deconstructive reading
of Lacan.

Another applicetion of feminist psychoanalytical techniques to
the textual imerprelation of Shakespeare’s plays is one adopted by
Mzdelon Gohlke in her essay, ™I wooed thee with my swaord”
Shakespeare’s Tragic Pamdigms”® She examines the tragedies by
analyzing their system of meiaphors. The premise of ker work is that,
"it is metephor that allows us to sub-read, to read on the margins of
discourse, to analyze what is latent or implicit in the structures of
consciousness or of a text”®  With special emphasis on sexual

melaphars, Gohlke shows the way in which "vehicle comsistently
outdislances tenor". ‘That i3 to say, metaphor is & “lighly charged
imagistic expression™ whase implications neveal more then the writer
or charaster consciously imended.® Of particular interest to the eritic

is the extent to which the language of love in the tragedies is infused
with metaphors of violence apgaingt women, thereby disclosing a
consiart fear on the part of the hero of becoming feminized In
Shgkespeare, Meaning and Metaphor, Ann Thompson also reveals an
imeresting ideclogical dimension in Shakespeare's use of printing
metaphors, which she observes are often associated with questions of
euthority, ownership and legitimacy. Thompson elaborates on the
assumption that people arc generally regarded as "books™ which can
he "read” by others, indicating that the contems of the book where &
woman is concermed are primarily concermed with her sexual
hinocence or guilt.  From a msle perspective, the sexual act itself iy
equivalemt to the printing process in which & man uses & woman as en

“Macklon Gohlke, "1 wooed thee with my sward™ Shakespeare's Tragic

Pardigms”, The Woman's Parl, o cit, pp. 150-170
“16.p 150

4, p 151
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Lisa Jardine is similarly dismissive of Bamber's mimetic, essemtialist
mode] of feminist eriticism.  Jardine furthermore sugpests that
feminism should question inherited cultural definitions of sexual
identity es endorsed by Shakespeare's drama, instead of simply
attriburing objeclivity and universality to Shakespeare's depiclion of
men and women in his plays. According to Jardine, this procedure of
gppropriating  Shakespeare usually implies & denigretion of
femninism.*

A rather complex mode of feminist psychoanzlytical eriticism
of Shakespzare draws an the work of Jacques Lacan and Jacques
Derrida and their feminist counterparts, Julia Kristeva, Helene Cixous
end Luce Iﬁgamy.“ Ublike the tmditional character-based studies,

this kind of eriticism foregrounds the use of language and notions of
textuzlity in ils exploration of the sexual politics underlying
Stakespeare’s plays. For example, in his essay, "The Tum of the
Shrew”, Joel Fineman expleins how what he terms “the subversive

discourse of woman” in The Taming ¢f the Shrgw finally comes to
endorse male euthority.” He thep relales his findings to awider

question that is often posed by feminist crities; "is it possible to voice
a language, whether of man ar of woman, that does not speak, sooner
or later, self-consciously or unconsciously, for the order and suthority
of man?™™ Fineman's approzch is original in the way he explores the
themstic limitetions of the play in the light of the theoretical debates

) isa Iardive, op, cit, pp. 3-8

Foran introduciory accoum of French feminist theory, see Toril Mo, op. oL, pp.
£9-173 '
“'Joel Fineman, *The Tum of the Shrew*, Shakespeare and the Question of Theory,
op. cit,, pp. 138-159

“d, p. 138



aflinmation of wil and flexibility, validate wommen's strengths while the
trageces emphasize male struggles and ultimately vietimize women ¥

Mar!,n French interprets this notable incensistency in terms of a
debate betwesn male and female principles where the male pninciple
slands for viclence, competitiveness and the power 1o kill while the
female mndsfurthepawmnumutmdg!mbmhm This 15 an area

where feminist eritics ofien disagee on account of what McLuskie
identifies as 1be "essentialism” of such studies that are typified by
French Acconding to McLuskie,

feminism thus involves defimng certain charecteristics as
feminine end edrouring them es a bener way to survive in
the world. In onder to assert the moral conzection between
the mimetic world of Shakespeares plays and the real
world of the audience, the characters have 1o be seen as
representalive men end women eod the categones male
and female ere essential unchanging, definable in modern,
commonsense terms.... [This] essemialism.. is parl ofa
trend in liberal ferunism which sees the femimet strupele
#s concemned with reordering the valves asuii. »d tamen
and women without fundamemally changing the mztenal
circumslances in which their relationships function It
presemts femimsm as a set of social arutudns rather than as

a project for fundamental social change,®

s Linda Bamber, Comic Women, Trasic Men: A Study of Gender in
Stekvepcare, (Scmford: Standord Umiversity Press, 1932). Comod Thomms Necly,
Broken Nuptials jn Shakespearg's Fiays (New Faven: Yale Upiversity Press, 1985),

Murilyn L. Williomson, The Patriarchy of Shakespeare's Comedies (Detroii: Wayne
Sizte Universin Press, 1956) and Peter Ericksna, op. &,

“M: 7y French, Shakespeare's Division of Exptricnce. (Londan: fonathan Cape.,
1582),

' athleen McLoskic. op.cil., pp. 8BS0
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ambivalence towards female sexuality: men's inability to reconcile
tender effection with sexual desire, and their constart vecilletion
between idcalization end  degradation of women. However, the
problern with this line of feminist criticism of Shakespeare is its
preoccupation with the masculing identity mether than the feminine
experience. Khan herself expresses worries about the appropristeness
of this reading strategy for a feminist eritic.

To read Shekespearean tragedy or any other patriarchal
litcrature a5 the sccount of specifically masculine
dilemmas of self-definition, it might soem, is to privilege
male expetience and allow its voice to speak for women as
well, accepting just those assumptions which we as
feminists are at pains to chatlenge ™

Nonetheless, Kahe shows how this limitarion can be turned into an
advantage if the aim of such ferninist studies i foregrounded.

The crucial difference... between the feminist reader in
pursuit of the maternal subtext and Maynard Meck or A.C.
Bradley is that they take it for granted that the male
experience poitrayed in  Shakespzarean tragedy is
vaiversal, while the feminist mader consciously notes the
gender perspective of this genre, and tries to learn from it
gbout the working myths of patriarchal culture. ™

Another strand of psychoanalytical criticism maces changes in
gender relations  through Shakespeare's use of different gerres. Most
feminist critics have riggested that Shakepeare's comedies, with their

Cq::hmwnuunmjﬁmﬂcyw Matsmal Subiexls m
Pm-umlnlum: , Digritics, (Suamer 1982), p 41
M iid.
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tradition which "siphons off or distracts Bnt:ntmn from the difficulty
of language itself* by focusing on the woman. ™

Within what has now become a considerable body of feminist
¢riticism from the psychoanalytical perspective, there are a number of
essays that are concerned with exploring the importance of idesls of
violence in the psychosexual analysis of Shakespeare’s male
charscters. For example, Janet Adelman analyzes the importance of
structures of psychﬂlagml dependence in accounting for Coniolanus'
phallic aggression™  Similarly, Coppelia Kahn describes the feud in

Romeo end Julictasa deadly passage from boybood 1o menhood in a
patriarchal society which is ultimately seif-demructwe in its promotion

of masculinity &t the price of life jself® These essays build on

feminist psychoanalysis which places motherhood et the centre of
male psychological developmem. Hence, Khan explains. "the critical
threat to identity is not, as Freud maintains, ceastration, but engulfment
by the mother... men i1 know women a5 the matrix of all
satisthetion from whieh they nmst struggle 10 difTeremiate
themselves" ™  Thus, critics supgest how structures of male
dominance grow oul of and mask fcars of female prwer end of male
femimzation and powerlessness. Such studies of Shakespeare's plays
also make extensive use of psychoanalytic insights into male

“1a, p. 102

Hlme Adcimzn, “Angers My Mea™: Feeding, Dependency, and Aggression in
Cariolanus”, Representing Shakespeare: New Psychoznahvtical Essavs. eds, Mumay
M. Schwartz snd Coppelin Kahn, {Londan: John Hopkins University Press, 1950),
o, 129-149

%% Coppelia Kahin, "Coming of Age in Verora®, The Woman's Past, eds,, Carolyn
Ruth Swifl Lent, Gayle Groene and Cerol Thomas Neely, op. cil., pp 171-193

*Coppelia Kahn,"Man's Estate™, Maseulirte Jdentity in Shakespeare, (Berkeley:
Califgrmia University Fress, 1931, p. 11
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Shakespeare's works, is an area of great potential It would be
interesting (o conduct other studies of a Cledpatra or a Cordelia myth.

An equally important feminist approach to Shakespeare in one
based on psychoanalysis.  In "Sexuality in the Reading of
Shakespeare: Hamlet and Measure for Measure”, Jacqueline Rose
shows how “psychoanslytic snd literary criticism share with the
literature they address a terrain of languape, fantasy and sexuality - a

terrain in which the woman occupies a crucial, but difficult, place™ ™

Cheracters like Gertrude in Hamigt and Isabella in Measyre for
Measure have often been accused by both psychoanalytic end iterary
ertics for the failure of the plays on the aesthetic and sexual levels.
Most criticel commentaries have emphasized the prohlem of these two
plays in terms of too much sexuality on the part of Gerlrude end too
litite on the part of Isabella. Whether it is sexual excess or deficiency,
the woman in- both plays is accused of causing a "disorder” and
provoking "a crisis which overturns the somal identity of the central
male character of the drame™ Her failure in her ity to hold male
sexual desire in place, leads 1o ks crime.” Rose uses T.S. Eliot's
critique of Hamlet as exemplary of this repressive kind of literary
criticism in which "what is felt as inscrutahle, unmanagegble or even
horrible for an aesthetic theory which will only ellow into its
definition what can be controlled or managed by art, is nothing other
than femininity ilsclf”* She indicates that "much recem literary

theory can be seen &s an attempt to undo the ferocious effects™ of (his

m.lmquclinc Rose, *Sexuality in the Reading of Shakespeare: Hamlet and Afeasure

J’;a:' AMesture®, Afgmative Shakpeneare, ed, John Drakakis, op. &it, p.95
K.p%

4d,p 101
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pointed out that women did make u £ a considerable mumber of the
sudieuce in Shakespearean England. ™ Lomane Helms considers the

modern effect of some of the textual sirategies and stege practices that
were onginally desipned to fermunize the boy actor. By contrast, the
subsequent presence of the female body and the fernale voice must
confront these stretegies upon which Shekesperre’s construction of
gender is based ”

In her cssay, "Representing Opheha: Women, Madness, and
the Responsibilities of Feminist Criticism”, Elaine Showalter pioneers
a different kind of historica! appraach.” She mekes a study of what
she calls "the Ophelia myth" eince "the represemation of Ophelia
changes independently of theories of the meaning of the play or the
Prince, for it depends on atitudes towsards women and madness®

She thus poes beyond the minimal information offered by the dramatic
text ard traces the represemetion of Ophelia in peinting, psychiatry
and iiterature ag well &s on the stage. Showalier explores the ways in
which Ophelia has become an archetype of female melancholy or
madness, which is seen 83 necessanly sexusl in ongin and eroiic in
expression.  She also examines the influence of Ophelia'’s status a3
icon in literature and psychotherapy. This kind of feminist criticism
which elucidares the subtle ways in which traditions and cultural
preconceptions develop from and around canonical classical texts like

S-ushnn.l:nm]n:(!mk. P F K { She
ls?ﬁ-tmg,(ﬁmm HmmunUmmtyPrm.lml}
mmmﬂﬂmmm,mlm-m
qﬂmShuwn.llu "Representing Ophelia: Women, Mydness, and the

Responsitilities of Feminist Criticism”, Shakespesre and the Question of Theory.
rs , Patricia Parker and Gooflr=y Hartman, (New Yorke Mclbusen, 1985)

4. pp 9192
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or siage hands" ® Feminisi eritics have explored the conmvention
whereby malé actors played female roles, a coovention which
questions the whole meaning of sexual identity.*’ On the one hand,

the male disguise of the female heroines could be interpreted gs an
undermining of sexual difference end therefore a challenge to
patriarchal values.  Anslyzing the epilogue to As You Like It fram
this perspective, Belsey atks, "Wha is spealdng?” when the boy actor
playing Rosalind addresses the audience. Belsey concludes tha "a
male acfor and & [emale charecter 18 speaking” aod that this
convention allows Shakespeare 1o Jeave the issue of sexuality open
and unresolved "  On the other hand, this theatrical convention is

spmetimes imerpreied as a further celehration of patriarchy. Thus
Peter Erickson sees this epilogue as,

8 further twist of logic which defuses and reduces the
tireat of female power. Rosslind is no one Lo be
frightened of since she is male efter all .. In revealing the
gelf-sufiicient msle acting company, the epilogue also
offers the counier image of mele bouds based on the
cxclusion of women.

However, dn allemmetive to either appropriating this all-male theatrical
converion towards a feminist cause or depouncing it as sexist is to
contider Shakespeare's plays as entertainmem for a heterosemal
sudience both in his time and in contemporary theatre. It has been

“IKaihlcen Mcloyide, op. cit, p. 92
“Discasslans of the bay potor inctade Liss Jardine, op. ¢il., pp. 9-36 and Phyllis

Rackin, "Androgyny, Mimesix, :-nd the Marriage of the Boy Heroine on e English
Renaissmoee Stage”, PMLA 1021, {1987)
 Catherine Belsry, op. cil, p. 181

“Poter Erickson, op. it pp. 34-35



his admirable heromnes fit the "saving nerml-yﬂes" which the period
created of chaste, sacrificing end peticnt women.

The fact that Dusinberre, Belsey and Jardine rely on the same
investigetions conducted by social historians such as Lawrence Stone
end Keith Wrightson, shows the complexity of this historical
approach. Stone describes the rnise of what he calls "companionate
marriage® in this period.® Yer Stone himself is not surethat the

dissenting tradition really promated the liberetion of women He
points oul that with i1 new emphasis on the individual reading of the
Bible, Protestanlism further favoured men who were more likely to be
literate than women. Therefore, in praclice, Protestantram gave
busbands more power then ever before as they took on the role of the
priest in the family.® The same comroversy is discussed in
Wrightson's research, English Society 1580-1680.  Althcugh
feminist hisiorical ecritics employ sumilar meteriel end stert out with
similar aims, they construct different {sometimes contradic¢tory) theses
encompassing the period, drama end Shakespeare.

Feminist historical critics als0 examine Shakespeere's pleys in
relatiom to the theairical conditions in which be worked. As McLuskie
points out, the plays were “the produci of an entertzinment industry
which, as far as we know, hed ro women shareholders, actors, writers

14, pn 184-197

% Ihis conoept Lies behind Marrisne Novy's emphasis an "mmruality” discussed
ehove, p. 10

“Lamrence Swne, The Family, Sex and Marrigee in Enzland 1500-1809, (London:
Weidenfield end Nicholson, 1977), pp. 154-155

*1i eith Wrightson, English Socicty 15801680, (Loodon: Hutchinson. 1982),
Chapier 4.
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improved education of women, &s well as Puritanism which advocated
the tdea of mamiage far compagionship. She argues that the increased
interest in womsen's roles and marital relationships is amurdmg!;'
reflected in Shakespearce s plays, which are “feminist in sympathy™.

She even coacludes thar in his creziion of sirong, complex female
characters, Shakespeare not only questioned conventional stereatypes
of women, bul clsn "stw men and women as equal”.™ Catherine
Belsey also proclaims the: “the comtest for the meaning of the Eamily
in the sixteenth and sevemeecth centuries. . momentarily unfixed the
existing system of differences™ In this sense, Shakespeare's plays
represented only a temporacy dimqman of the seiual elereolyping
which subsequently prevailed again® In sharp contradiction to the

previous two assessments of the sterus of women in history and in

drema, ihere is Lisa Jardine's book, Still Harping on Daughters.
Jardine sees the drams as a reaction to, not s rcflection of, social
rezlitizs, a8 misogynist respomse to the wnexpressed womies of
patrinrchy About Lhe preat social changes of the period. ¥ According to
Jerdine, strong female cheracters in the drama of the time are not
excmplary or lLbcreting but sre sstiic eeations or cautionary
warnings that are contamed or chastised by the dmme. They are set
up only to be suppressed. Shakespeare's plays reflect this misogyny:
his representation of strong women reflects patriarchal 2nxieties and

julict Dustoberre, Shakespeare and the Nature of Women, (New York: Blnﬂ&
Nobdz, 19735), p. 5

“Id.,pm

*Catherine Belsey, "Disruping Sexnal Difference; Mcaming gad Gendet in fhe
&;;chm . Alicrnative Shakespeare, od, Jolin Dralauds, (London Methuen, 1985),
p

"Liza Jardine, St .
Shalespeare, (anl!mﬂmwa I?BJLM




playing against the traditional meaning of the text. Accordingto
Thompson, 1be production was "oot enjoyable ina straiohiforward
way" even though she belizves that the audicnee oupht not tobe
encourzped 10 experience the text as "simply rolicking good fun® *’

Another objecton to such feminist readings is that they could
be imposing modem interprelahions on old texts. One responsc to
such an seccusation is that it 15 illusoty to suppose that one can
approzch any text  without considenng its nindern relevanee. Thisis
rot 10 deny the importance of the hustorical context in which the plays
were written end produced. Tndeed, it 1s by relating the socio-poliical
and theatrical conditions of Shakespeare's time to our contemporary
society thal one can get a better understanding and a wider perspective
of the rclationship between the sexes. However, feminist critics who
adopt a historical epproach are forced (o recogmze the complex and
often contredictory discourse of histonical documentation itself
Moreover, they bhave 10 comend with the highly problematic
relztionship between literature and hisiory or art and life  The plays
ere both aesthetic or ficiional ereations as well as historieal or social
illustrations. Therefore, histarical data cannot simply be imporied imo
the plays or derived from them. Most historical feminit critics of
Shakespeare would egree that Shakespeare's partrayal of women in his
plays is unigue and unprecedented, thereby reinforcing their preferred
image of him as the comparztively liberal thinker. These critics would
also agree Lhet ihe position of women end the general sttitude towards
sex roles was beginning to change in the Renumissance, but they
disagree ebout the extent and direction of that change.

In Shakespeare and the Natore of Women, Juliet Dusinberre

contends thai women in the Renaissance gained greater awthority and
freedom because of the humanism of the period which encouraged

Y 4w Thompson, ed., The Taming of the Shrew, (Cambridge: Cambwidge
University Press, 1984), p. 40



Erickson similarly attributes to Shakespeare patriarchal values gnd
asserts that Lear at the end gets exectly what he wants from Cardelia:

Upon her ce-entry to the play, she obliges Lear in the role
of the good, comlarting mather, to which he had origmally
assigned her (gnd in which she contrasts so strikingly with
the "bad mothers", Goneril &nd Regan).... Her
[Cordelia's] hushand  having been  coovenienly
suppressed, ghe (s both maternal end virginal, mmiuriog
end nop-threatening.  However, this eppropriation of
Cordelia is nat an act of love but a violation of it that
echoes end rr:peats Lear's rilual possessiveness in the
opening scene.

The emphasis on entertainment velue gives rise to the question of the
legitimacy of feminist criticism to diminish or even destroy the kind
of pleasure that the gudience have Lraditinna.lly derived from
Shakespwcan plays. Wayne Booth calls it the “scandal” of the
feminist critique whereby "1 find that my pleasure in some perts of the
text has now been .somewhar diminished by my eritical sct”.

McLuskie speculates on such feminist productions that could be based
on a feminist critique with special reference to Measure for Measure
and King Lear However, she rejects them becanse they require too
redical & revision of the texts whese dynamics ere based on male
terms.®  Ann Thompsan equally rejects Michael Bogdanov's

production of The Taming of the Shrew for the Roval Shakespeare
Company in 1978. The produdion took an outright feminist line by

*Peter Erickson, op. cit, pp. 112-114
*'Wayne Booth, "Freedom af Interpretation: Bakhtin end the Chatlengs of Femivist

Crinciem®, Oritical Inquiry, Vol 9, No. 1 (SepL 1982, p 68
*Kathtoen McLeskie, op, cit., pp 97-98



to men undar patrizrchy, to be accepted in practice as real parmers

However, ather critics, including myself, find this defense not emtirely
cun\rlncing.ﬂ

At least feminist enticism acknowledges some of these ereas
a3 problematic and addresses them in explicit ways. There have been
many rcassessmemts of characters that have long been recognized as
probiems.  These charecters include Katherina in The Teming of the
Shiew, [sabella in Measure for Measure, Gertrude in Hamlet as well
as Cleopatra, Cressida and Lady Macbeth. Some episodes especially
endings of ccriin plays bave also been sel down &s problematic.
Kethleen McLluskie is probably justified in idenhifying pard ofthe
problem in terms of the pleasure induced from comedy and tragedy as
dramatic forms. She indicates (ha it may be easier for feminisis to
¢hatlenge or deny the pleasure of comedy in their struggle to withhold
their pssent from the social approval of sexist umour, bl it mey be
mote difficult to deny the "emotional, moral and acsthetic satisfaction
afforded by tragedy™ ™ The test-case here seems to be the ending of
King lear  According lo Mcluskie, when Lear enters with his
deughter dead in his arms, "the most stony-hearted feminist could nm
withhold her pity even though it is called forth at the expense of her
resistance to the patriarchal relations which i endorses” ™ Peter

PGt Mariznse Novy, Love's Argiment; Gender Retations in Shakespeare, (Clape]
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1984)

7 gen below, pp. 13-16

A athleen McLuskie, "The Patriarchal Rard: Feminiat Criticism end Shakerpeare:
King Lear xund Mrasure for Measure™, Political Shakespegre, eds. Jenation

Dollimor and Alan Sinfield, (Mancheder: Manchester University Press, 1985), p.

98

Pla
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Feminist studies that have exclusively focused on the pasnive
aspects of the femele charecters in Shakespeare's plays are pioneering
end insightful in the way they foreground many issues that have
hitherio been averlooked and uknown, However, they are often
subject to the same kind of criticism directed ggainst feminist criticism
in general, which is that they are too partisan and subjective. In effect,
they are compensating for the bias in a critical wradftion that has
tended 10 emphasize male chareciers, maie themes end male fantasies
Ironically, these accusations are the same pitfalls of femmist criticism
that is devoted to the study of female authors only. It is necessary for
feminisi critics to note how for Shakespeare's female chamciers ere
ultimately restricted by the peatriarchal structures thar mevitebly
dominate their lives. Female friendships, no matter how strong they
may be, are regularly aupplanted by marmiage Moreover, Helena and
Hermia provide a counter-example of women who do not develop 2
sisterly sofidarity but instead behave according to the male stereotype
which essumes that ell women are paturally rivels for Lhe attention of
men When women have passionate and intimaie relationships,  is
essumed to be an adolescent phase that they must outgrow, whereas
men can comtinue to have strong Les with each other afier they ere
married ™ Apparently, powerful women like Rosalind and Poria have
to renounce therr euthority when they become wives. Rosmalind
fimthermore reduces herself to the stetus of a mele possession when
she says to both her father end husband, "To you I give myself, for 1
am yours® (As You Like It, V,iv,104). As for Portia, she describes
bersell’ untruthfully as "sn unlesson'd girl" unworthy of Bassanio (The
Merchant_of Venice, ML ii,159). An spofogist feminist citic like
Merianne Novy jusiifies these situstions by underlining the
importance of "mutuality” in Shakespeare's conception of marriage.
She argues that marriage allows women, though theoretically inferiar

*Prter Erickoam explores this imbalance in Patriarchal Strucegres in Shakespears's
Drama, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985),
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Criticism and Shakespearcan Performance"” considers the ways in

which feminit film theorists have revesled how cinematc
Tepresentation constructs the female as the object of the male
speciator's gaze.® It then raises parallel questions for theatrical and

specifically Shakespearcan representelion: to what extent and through
what strategics docs Shakespearean performance also construct female
characlers for the spectator's eye? The suggestion is that abjectifying
and eroticising many female characters on slage is a manifestation of
male sexual enxieties mether than a tnihful dramatizetion of the role
In alater full-length study emtitled, Women's Worlds in Shakespeare's
Plays, Ircne Dash studies how enticism and staging intcract
synergistically as well as responding to contemporaneous cultural,
political, and technological developments. By analyzing
promptbooks, inserted stage directions, production notes and printed
gcting versions of Shakespeare's plays, she demonsiraies how vanous
actor-managers znd directors throughout theatrical history have
exposed a personal and universal bias in their interpretation of the
roles of the women characters.  Thus, through the use of cutting,
rearrengemem and rewrting &s well as through editonsl end critical
comment, Shaksspeare’s female characters have oflen been converted
imo whatever was seen as properly wumaniy at any given time. The
book elso opens other possibilities in order Lo extend lhe feminist
critique of Shakespeare to contemporery thealrical practice.”!

T Lormine Helms, "Plrying the Womm's Par: Feminist Critgism and

Shakespearncan Performance”, Theatre Joumal, wvoldl, no.2, (May 1989), pp. 150-
200

Bee Laura Mulvey, *Visuat Pleasure and Natrative Cinema®, Screen. vol. 16, ao,
3, (Aurumm 1975), pp. 6-18 end Anmetie Kobn The Power of [he Irmyge: on
W&ﬂﬁ (London: Raurtlege and Kegon Faul, 1985)

“ireae Drash, Women's Worlds in Shakespeare's PIys. (London: Associated
Linrversity Press, 1997T)
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male supremacy and female subordination as normative or instinctive.
By closely examining Shakespeare's female protagonists, fernimist
critics point oul that characters like Gertrude, Ophelia, Desdemona
and Cardelia do have an existence gnd impontence beyond the limited
nerception of them by Hamler, Othello or Lear However, it 15 the
comvermional male crititism that has always prompted the study of
these women characiers throogh the cyes of the hero or only in as far
as they can illuminate certain aspcets in the hero's psychological
make-up. Feminist eritics reasonably argue that women characters
ofien sppear on stage without the hero and that they gre sometime
geen in reiation to other women. Henee the hero's view of them is
superficial and unreligble Alternatively, feminist criics of
Shakespeare have thoroughly explored and foregrounded the
rmponance of relations berween women i the plays. The extent to
which they confide in and support each other discloses a female sub-
culture that is separate from the male world because it is capable of
gperating m terms of different values and =ttitudes. Far example,
women's conception of friendship can be rather complex. They can
become iriends to surprising cimcumstences such as when the plot
makes them rivels for the love of the same man. Julia's sympathy for
Silvia i The Two Gentlemen of Verona and Veola's for Olivia in
Twelfth Might are tew cases in point. Women can also conspire
together to outwit A man just et the erucial moment when he thinks he
is triumphing over one of them by forcing her to bed such asin
Measure for Measure and All's Weli That Ends Well.

Feminist studies in ihis area have indicated that it is not just &
mele criticel legacy of Shakespeare's works that has perpetuated the
misleading image of the patriarchal Bard. There is also a whole
tradition of theatrical representation Lhat has endorsed the stereotyping
and marginaliring of women characters beyond textual requirements.
An inspiring essay entitled, "Playing the Woman's Part: Feminist



excessive masculimty of writers like Milton, Kipling, Jonson, and
Worlsworth  She specifically refers to Miltor es the "bogey” beyond
which literzte women st look in order not to shut out the view =
Irdeed, for most ferminist critics, it is difftcult to oppropriate Milion to
their cause or ewen reveal that the text itself is less misogynistic than
the critical discourse that has centered on it” However, 1t is still

possible to reread Paradise Lost within the limitzlions of itx gwn
historical context thal chould be distanced and dislocated from the
present.  The subtlety of the language can be emphasized in order to
show how it has affected (he Western culral construction of
masculinity.  The mele-biased attitudes that have become deeply
tngrained in modern Western thought cen also be exposed to show
how they in wrn consalidate the power and sublimity of the text.

The fzet that Shakespeare is less overlly misogynistic than
Milion hes tumed out to be a source of ingpiration for feminist critics
who have emphatized what they see as the positive and enlightened
aspects of hus  works Thus, they claim that, unfike his
comemnporaries, Shakespeare holds more progressive views sbout
women end thal he witily quesiions the limitstions of conventignal
gender definttions. These "Apologist™ or "Revizionist” critics hail
Shakespeare as a proto-feminist by demonstrating how his female
characters are not the crude stercotypes that take sex roles amd
expectations forgmnted.  In  this cense, Shakespeare’s plays are
interpreted a5 subtly exposing the culturally end politically imposed
anificiality underlying conventional sexnal politics, which emphasize

irpinla Woalf, A Room of One’s Own, 1929 (Cambridge: Canttridge University
Pros, 1995), p 117

“loce Sandra M. Gifbert, "Patriarchal Poctry smd Women Rearders: Refloctians oo
Mikan's Bogey™, 1973, PMLA 91, pp. 368-182. To oompare botweon contemparary
fowninjgt critics' respoase 10 Shakespesre smd Mibton, se m esthology of Fomimist
exurys an Mt Milom s the [des of Wogan, o, Julis Wadker, (Urbem:
University of [Hincsic Press, 19€8).
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committed o 2 revolution of consciousness that would
make fher] concemns those of the majority "

Cerolyn Swifl also observes that as a fominist entic of Shakespeare,
she has become a Menured full prole: or" while her peers who are
specialized  in wemen sudies are often teaching part-time With
reference  to whether feminist ertics should study angé teach
Shakespeare, she explains.

We recognize that we donot want to deprive oursclves of
the pleasure of teaching the playwright who, with good
rezson, 15 estecmed the greatestin English. Furthermiore,
we would then be leaving a powerful academic field to
colleagues who, even with the best of intentions, may not
satisfy the needs of fernale studenis any more than earlier
profussars did '

Whether femunist  erities choose to  approprizte or confroni
Shakespeare, persomal invesiment is underiable. The fact remains that
feminisl cnticism wields  political significance end eultural authority
through its sssocigtion with Shakespeare asa culiural icon who has
aequired mythic proportions that transcend the limitations of national
identity.

Shakespeare elso proves to be more susceptible 1o women's
eppropriation than other canonical male writers Like Milton for
cxample. Accordiog to Virginia Woolf, Shakespeare 15 her prime
example of the great arntist's androgynous mund, contrasting with the

"¢ lxinc Showalier, *Towards 2 Feminin Poctics”, op. cil.. p 41

1lmli'::n:nlg,rn Swify, "Towards a Ferunis Renaissance; Woman-Cenwcting

Shukerpeare's Trapodics”, Women's Re-Visons of Shukespeare, ed . Maranne
Kovy, (Urbama and Chicago: Universaty of J1lineis P 19903, p. 212
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They build up on current theories in critical practice, which question
issues of meaning and interpretation and how they are generated from
the interzction between the individual reader end the text. They also
drew on the cultura! matenizlist approach that stes ant and the act of
imerpretation &s reinforcing existing sexual politics. The mythic value
of the Shakespeare canon is glso seen within a cultural hierarchy that
is artificially imposed Evidently, male critics have noted the potential
of feminist criticism to revise the Shakespesre canoa and not just to
reinstate the work of women writers and create & female literary
treditton with which they can identify. For example, Lawrtence
Lipking observes, "spmething peculiar has been happening lately to
the classics. Some of them now seem less heroic, and some of them
tess funny””  On the whole, feminist criticism poignantly questions
the eriteria of aesthetic value in its re-estimation of the true worth of
so-calied classical masterpieces.

In additon to the eeshetic and political arguments that
emphasize the importance of the feminist eritique of canomical male
suthors, one cannot overiook an element of careerism involved
especially on the part of feminist eritics of Shakespeare. Most of them
geem to have been reluclant to throw away their hard-won expertise in
Shakespeare studies in order to devote themselves entirely to the study
of women writers. Showalter speaks of a "divided consciousness” in

the struggle between "the professor, who wants to study
major works by major wrilers and 1o meditate
impersonally between these works end the readings of
other professors, and the mingrity, the woman who wants
connections between [her] life and [ber] work and who is

") srwrence Lipking, *Aristotle's Sistcr: A Poctics of Abandonment, Critiga)
Inquiry, vol. 10, no. 1, (September 1983), p. 79
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Great care must be taken in working on feminine writing
not to get trapped by names: to be signed with a woman's
name doesn't necessarily make a piece of writing
feminine. It could quite well be masculine wnting, end
cﬂnw:rsely, the fect that & piece of wniting is signed with a
man's name does not in nself exclude femininity it's rere,
but you can snmeumﬁs find femininity in writings signed
by men: it docs happen.

In her essay, "Neiorious Signs, Ferninist criticisrn and Lilcrary
Tradition”, Adrenne Munich also chalienges over-sim phsi:c notions
that nf:atl}' equate enthorship with gender perspective ! Moreover,

she arpues that feminis1 criticism itself has sometimes reinforced
male-authored texts and that it is this two-sexed culture that has
ultimately produced gendered polarities which inform all its writings.
With particular reference to the Book of Genesis, Dgn Quixgte, and
the Orestela, she claims that the treditional canon "may notbeas
masculinisl &3 some femnist cniticism has assumed”. In faet, some
"critical discourse has tended to be more misogynist than the texts it
examines”.”* Consequently, she attacks the assumption that feminist

critics should fimit themselves te female-euthored texts. According to
Mumnich, rejecting the work of male writers would be reinforcing "2
primitive 1aboo forbidding women to approach sacred objects”.™

Feminisi critics of Shakespeare find these issues of greal relevance.

PHelone Cixgus, "Le Sexe ou latoteT (1976), r. Anneds Kuhn, "Castrarion of
DecapitationT, Sicns. val. 7,00, 1, (1981), p. 52

™ Adrierme Mumich, "Notorious Signs, Fominist Criticism and Literary Tradition”,
in Govle Greepe end Coppelis Kahn, eds, Making p Dilfersnee; Feminist Literary
Crijicigm, (Loudon: Mctheen, 1585), pp. 238-255.

15I:!. p 151

1. n 243
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traditional patriarchal canons in literature from a woman's perspective.
She cven wams feminist critics against the temptation of rebuilding a
ghetto where women studies will proliferate while having lirtle impact

an "the universe of male discourse”'” However, Yehlen's argument

for the separation of aesthetics and politics in &n attempt to achieve
objectivity in reading, seems to undermine her emphasis on the
political need to "engape the dommnam intellectual sysiem directly”
with a view of changing the umiversal male perspective in eriticism. !
Jehlen's wish to distinguish between acsihetic and political reading is
also reductive in its atlempt to solve the problem of how to approach
literery canons which have been acknowledged as sesthetically
veluable but politically distasteful ¥ Jehlen's assumption that literary

iexts can be read objectively, is angther conlentious issue. What
feminist cnitics must avoid 15 & form of inverted sexism where a
simplistic notion of a universal male consciousness is displaced by yet
another, albeit a female one. As for, Jehlen's method of "radical
comparativism", which she uses to compare Henry James' A Pprirnit
of p Lady with Edith Wharton's House of Mirth, it does not prove
praciical fbr feminist Shakespesre critics since there were hardiy any
comparable women dramatists o (his early penod.

Arguments in favour of conducting studies of canomcal male
guthors challenge the assumption that there is a direct and deRnile
relationship between the sex of the euthor and the literary text. In her
exploration of the relations between women, femininity, feminism and
the production of texts, Helene Cixous indicates:

Y p. 577
b
“See Toril Moi, Sexyal/Textus] Politics, (London: Meibuer, 1985), pp. 80-86.
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"historically grounded inguiry which probes the ideological
assumptions of fiterary phesomena”

One of the problems of the feminist critique is that it is
male-oriemed. If we study slereotypes of women, the
sexism of male critics, and the [imited roles women play
in literery history, we &re not learning what women have
felt and experienced, but only what men have thought
women hould be.” '

At the same ume, she is clearly excited sbout "gynoctitics” which
emphasizes the "psychodynamics of femnale crealivity™:

Gymnocritics beging &t the point when we free ourselves
from the linear absolrtes of male literary hislary, stop
trying to it women between the lines of the male tradition,
end focus msiead on the newly wvisible world of female
cuiture,?

Argumenis ggainst the exclusive focus on the femele tradition in
literature and the crealion of a separate canon of women's writing have
stressed the disadvantages of isolationism in women's sudies. For
example, Myra Jehlen deplores the femimsl tendency lo create “an
altermative comtext, a son of female enclave apart from the universe of
mascylinist assumptions®® Her conviction is that feminists should

comtinue to challenge the dominant male culure by exemining the

*Elaine Showalter, Towards a Feminist Poctics*, op. cil., p. 25

i, p. 27

Y4.p.28

"Myra Jehlen, *Archimedes and (he Paradox of Feminist Criticism®, Signs. vol. 6,
oo 4, (Summer, 1981), po 575
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epproaches 1o Shakespeare's works’ Although both these two books
consciously adopt & feminist perspective, they are different in their
basic attitude towards [ilerary traditions ereated by male authors. On
the one hand, the contnbutors to The Woman's Part presume that
Shakespeare's works are 8 suitable focus for feminist critical analysis.
On the other hand, the contributors to Writing gnd Sexual Difference
reject eny discussion of Shakespeare's texts and consider it marginal to
feminisi concerns.

Indeed one of the fundamental debates among feminist critics
is the walidity of criticizing powerful male-authored literary canons
such as Shakespeare or Milton. Arcording to Abel, feminist criticism
should move from the primitive stage of :dentifying the misogyny of
male-authored texts and cateloguing the problems of male-created
stereotypes of [emininity to a more ndvancad and redical focus on
femninist readings of texts by female authors.” This woman-centered
approach has become a dominamt trend within Anglo-American
feminist eriticism. In her influential article on feminist literary theory,
"Towards & Feminist Pmﬁcs“(lg?g},s Elam Showalter distinguishes
between a “"feminist critique™ with its concemm about the womsn as
reader of works of male aulhors, end what she cails "gynocritics” with
its concern about the woman as writer of literary texts. Showalter
scems 10 be suspicious about the "feminist cotique” becauseitisa

’Furnm:oompmhm'chihlmmph} e Philip C. Kolin, Shakespeare and

Feninist Criliciem; an Annotated Bibliopravhy and Commentary, (New York.
Garland, 1991).
‘Id..'ﬁl. 1-2

SEline Shownlter, "Towards 2 Ferninist Poctics”, Women Writing gnd Writing

ahxn Women. ed, Mary Jacobus, (Londen: Croom Helm, 1979), pp 2231
Showalter repeats the same themas in "Feminist Crilicism in the Wilderness™(1981)
in Elizabeth Abel, ed, Writing and Sexual Dillerence, op. 6., pp. 9-36
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There has been an outburst of feminist criticism of
Shakespeare during the 1980’s apd 1990's. This feminist approach
has proved te bz one of the most lively, productive and influential
aspects of Shakespeare eriticism throughout these two decades. The
aim of ths paper is twofeld: to provide a diagnosis and prognosis of
this phenomenon  The diagnestic process includes a eomprehensive
sccount of the main tendencies, methods, principles and politics at
work within the field of feminist criticism of Shakespeare by relating
this field to the wider context of ferninist literary criticism It also
identifies the problematic areas that have faced feminist critics in
general and feminist critics of Shakespeare in particular. As for the
prognostic phase, it raises some generel questions about the firture
course of feminist eriticism of Shakespeare. It pufs forward some
suggestions es fo the issues that could be further investigated and the
guidelines that could be followed to address them.

It seems eppropriste to siarl in 1980 with the publication of

The Woman's_Part’, the first enthology of specifically feminist
criticism of Shakespeare, In 1981, Elizabeth Abel edited a special
1ssue of Critical Inquiry on rather more penerzl issues of feminism ang
Jiterature under the title Writing and Sexual Differcnce.” Both these

volumes contain not only individual examples of feminist criticism,
but also manifestoes, general stetememts and proposals 2s 1o what
feminist eriticism is mainly concerned ebout and what it is capable of

echieving. The Woman's Par also includes a selective bibliography
of what by 1980 could then be identified as the early feminist

'Carolyn Ruth Swifl Lenz, Gayle Greene end Carel Thomas Neely, ads., The
Wormnan'g Per. (Urbana: Uoversity of Olmois Press, 1980},

*Elizabeth mbel, ed . Cyiticg| Taguiry. vol. 8. 1o, 2, (Wintcr, §581), This issue with
the eddition of same critical respomses, was reprinied as a book extilled Writing and
sexpal Difference. ed Elzabeth Abel, (Brighton: Harvester, 1982). Al subsequent
e references will be from this book version
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-35-

The examination of the dramatic forms of The little
Foxes, ' night Mother, and The owl Answers has
demonstrated that the three playwrights managed to
expose the contradictions in the dominant patriarchal
culture. Both Hellman and Nerman could creatively use
a realist namative to serve feminist concerns. Similary
through the use of a non-realist dramatic form in The
Owl \Answers, Kennedy successfully shows how
difficult it is for a black female to establish her own
identity in a white male-dominated society,
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Finally, the Mother stabs herself with a butcher
knife saying,” I know the way to St. Paul's Chapel,
Clara”~* But Clara refuses of follow her and chooses to
find her dead father through her own death. Trying to
attack the Negro Man with the kpife, she "suddenly
looks like an ow] and speaks the last words:"Ow ...
oww,” whercupon her Dead Father" rises and slowly
blows out candles on the bed.”*> Thus, Clara's search
for identity ends with her transformation into an owl.

Identification and transformation are possible in
dreams because this is where Clara's soul can ream
freely nver the intersecting boundaries and contradictory
fragments of reality. Being the outcome of these
boundaries and fragments in her society, Clara, like
Kenncdy and protagonists in her early plays, resorts to
the drcam form in which she can try to identify with
those she cannot relate to in reaiity. She is Clara
Passmore who is the Virgin Mary who 1s the Bastard
who is the Owl who is trying to relate to Goddam Father
who'is the Richest White Man in the Town who is the
Dead Father who is Reverend Passmore. But the
dominant culture in her society offers her the chance to
be transformed only into an owi.



-33-

shawl is half about her. She shows the Negro
Man her notebooks, from which a mass of
papers fall, She crazily tries to gather them up.
During this She walks around the bed. He
follows her.) Communications, God,
communications, letters to my father every day
of the year... They took him away and would
not let me sec him ... Now they, my Black
Mother and my Goddam father who pretended
to Chaucer, Shakespeare and Eliot and all my
beloved English, come to my cell and stare and
I can see they despise me and I despise them.
They are dragging his body across the green
his white hair hanging down. They are taking
off his shoes and he is stiff. I must get into the
chapel to sce him. He is my blood father. God,
let me into his burial. (He grabs her Down
Center. She Kneeling) ! call God and the Owl
answers. (Softer.) It haunts my Tower calling,
its feathers are blowing apgainst the cell wall,
speckled in the garden on the fig tree, it comes,
feathered, great hollow-eyed with yellow skin
and yellow eycs, the flying bastard. From my
Tower I keep calling and the only answer is
the Owl, God (pause.) I am only yearning for
our kingdom, God.>
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am your Goddam Father who was the Richest White
Man in the Town and you are a schoolteacher in
Savannah who spends her summers in Teachers
College. You are not my ancestor. You are my bastard.
Keep her locked there, William. "

Clara's search for identity continues. She screams at
the Dead Father and her Mother but the Bastard's Black
Mother who is the Reverend's Wife who is Anne Boleyn
asks :"Why be confused? The Owl was your beginning
Mary.”>! Now Clara admits "I am Clara Passmore. 1 am
not His ancestor. | ride, look for men to take to a
Harlem hotel room , to love, to dress them as my father,
beg to take me.">> Her looking for men, however, tums
out {o be not exactly what she yearns for:

NEGRO MAN : What is it 7 What is it ? What
is wrong?

(He tries to undress her. Undemeath her body
is black. He throws off the crown she has
placed on him. She is wildly trying 1o get away
from him.) What is it? ... Arc you sick?

SHE : (Smiles.) No, God. (She is in a rance.)
No, I am not sick. ] only have a dream of love.
A dream. Open the cell door and let me go
down to St. Paul's Chapel. (The blue crepe
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Yes, Why is it you are a Negro if you are his
ancestor?
Keep her locked there.*

Deborah R. Geis notes that the structure of The
Owl Answers " resists the temporal linearnity of the
classic realist narrative."®> Forie argues that the
conventional narrative, in Clara's. case , is absolutely
oppressive because,

She is locked outside of it and within it, by virtue
of her race/ gender double-bind. The play's ambiguity
and rear-incomprehensibility articulate the impossibility
of idenfification with a narrative position, least of all
one which might provide closure, or the fiction of a
coherent self. Clara... instead traverses narrative,
zigzapgging across various systems of signification,
seeking herself in gaps, the spaces of unnarrated silence
wherein her persistently clusive subjectivity might be
foung. ™

The structure of The Owl Answers does not follow
the linearity of the traditional namative. It is a collage
whose form is similar to that of a dream. In her article
"Adrnenne Kennedy and the First Avant-Garde," Elinore
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Fuchs observes that there is a strong aflinity between
kennedy's early plays and Strindberg's later dream and
chamber plays in which he developed the
transformational dream form.*’ Im this form, the
traditional time and space do not exist, as the psyche
"roams freely over fragments of reality; imagination
spins and weaves new patterns made up of memories,
experiences, unfettered fancies, absurdities and
improvisations. The characters are split, double and
multiply; they evaporate, crystallize, scatter, and

at:\l:un.fe:ragv.:.“48

The text of The Owl Answers, however, reveals
that the compaosite protagonist, Clara, is the bastard
daughter of a poor black mother and the "Richest White
Man in Town." Although she is adopted by the
Reverend Passmore and bears her mother's color, she
idolizes the culture of her father and England “the home
of dear Chaucer, Dickens and dearest Shakespeare,"?°
She yeamns to be accepted in the father's world but her
Dead Father rejects her : "If you are my ancestor why
are you a Negro, Bastard 7 What is a Negro doing in the
Tower of London, staying at Queen's House? Clara, |
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In her search for identity, Clara (or She who is)}
ambiguously moves to diiferent places, but Kennedy
indicates that the scene, like her characters,” is a New
York subway is the Tower of London is a Harlem hotel
room is St. Peter's."*? The scene is a combination of the
old and new places in the world queerly co-existing .
This is where Clara is"caught in a deadly strugple with
herself and her culture. * 3 In this strupgle, there is no
possib:lity for a stable fixed identity and Clara's search
is doomed to fail. From the very beginnig of the play,
Clara's search for identity by relating to her father is
rejected-by all :

THEY : Bastard . (They start at a distance ,

eventually Crowding her . Their Lines are

spoken coldly. SHE WHO IS is only a prisoner

to them.)

You are not his ancestor.

Keep her Locked there, guard.

Bastard

SHE . You must let me go down to the chapel

to see him. He is my father.

THEY . Your father? (Jeering.).

SHE. He is my father.

THEY . Keep her locked ther guard ... if you
arz his ancestor why are you a Negro?
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notions of plot, character, and setting.

The Owl Answers expresses the black Amencan
woman's search for identity. Gender and race, however,
made this search doubly difficult. The central character
in the play is young black woman called She Who Is
Clara Passmore Who Is The Virgin Mary Who Is The
Dastard Who Is The Owl. She Who Is encounters other
characters of multiple identities who include a white
Father who rejects her claim as his child, Bastard's
Black Mother who is the Reverend's Wife who is Anne
Boleyn, Goddam Father who is the Richest White Man
In The Town Who is the Dead White Father who is
Reverend Passmore, The White Bird, a Negro Man,
Shakespeare, Chaucer, and William the Conqueror.
These characters, except the Negro Man, as a note to the
play iliustrates, "change slowly back and forth into and
out of themselves leaving some garment from their
previous selves upon the always to remind us of the
nature of She who 1s Clara Passmore who is the Virgin
Mary who is the Bastard who is the Owl's World."%
Kennedy's theatre, Elin Dizamond states, is "a theatre not
of idertity, but of identification."?!
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Norman's concept of ultimate denial as an
affirmation of identity is contradictory but the
experience she depicts in 'night Mother is also full of
contradictions. The creative use of the realist form has
helped Nornan not only to explore Jessie's dilemma but
her mother’s ability to give, to sustain, to {ight for her
child's life, and ultimately, to accept her daughter's
decisicn to commit suicide.

v

Unlike The little Foxes and ’'nigh Mother,
Adrienne Kennedy's The Ow! Answers falls outside of
what can be described as realist. Indeed the play, like al}
of Kennedy's early plays, uses a totally non-realistic
form which seems to go even beyond "the experimental
theatre's racial, sexual, and formal boundaries.">® From
Funnyhouse of a Negro (1964), through such plays as
The Owl Answers (1965}, A Rat's Mass (1966) , A
Lesson in Deal Language (1970), A Movie Star Has
to Stai- in Black and White (1976), Kennedy has been
"defying the conventions of American play writing to
create a new, dangerous , and delirious dramaturgy.*®?
In her theatre, she has tried to reinvent the traditional
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women as inadequates whose lives drained of meaning
once the stereotyped gender roles of wile and mother
proved failible or unsupportable.">® Norman, however,
finds that the relationship between mother and daughter
is a central territory neglected by male writers. This

relationship, she explains,

... 18 0ne of the world's great mysieries’ it has
ccnfused and confounded men and women for
centuries .. and yet it has not been perceived to
have critical impact on either the life of the
family, whercas the man's ability to eam
money, his success out in the world, his
conflicts with his father - these are all things
that have been seen as directly influencing the
survival of the family. Part of what we have
begun to do, becavse of the increasing voice of
women in the world, is to redefine survival .
What it means is the ability to carry on your
life in such a way that it fulfils and satisfies
you. With this definition of survival, Mother
looms large. What you hope fos your life, how
you define the various parameters of what's
possible for you, those are all things with
wiich Mother is connected .... As women, our
historical role has been to clear chaos, and 1
w11 not stop until I have it. 37
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whenever she wanted to, just by closing her
eyes. Somebody who mainly just laid there
and laughed at the colors waving around over
her head and chewed on a polka -dot whale
and woke up knowing some new trick nearly
every day, and rolled over and drooled on the
sheet and felt your hand pulling my quilt back
up over me. That's who I started out and this is
who is left . (There is no self- pity here) That's
what this is about. It's somebody I lost, al
right, it's my own self. Who I never was. Or
who 1 tried to be and pever got there.
Somebody I waited for who never came. And
never will. So, see, it doesn't much matier what
else happens in the world in this house, even.
T''n what was woith waiting for and 1 didn’t
make it. Me .... who might have made a
difference to me ... I'm not going to show up,
so there's no reason to stay, except to keep you
company, and that's ...not reason enough
becavse I'm not ... very good company. (pause)
Am .

Mama (Knowing she must tell the truth) : No,
and neither am 1.3%

Some feminist critics reject Jessie’s idea that she
can get her identity affirmed through its vltimate denial.
They also argue that the play confirms "a model of
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Mama : I call Dowson, But | get you cleaned
up before he gets here and 1 make him leave
before you wake up ....>*

In her desperate attempts to prevent Jessie from
committing suicide. her mother unknowingly makes her
more convinced of her decision. Now Jessie learns that
she has had these fits since she was a child. This
explains why Cecil, her husband, leaves her though she
begs him to take her with him. She promises him she
would leave everything if he would take her but he
refuses and she understands why. She cannot keep a job
and has never been around people all her life because
they really feel "uncomfortable” when she smiles at
them the way she does. Epilepsy has ruined her and she
canno! live with the idea that she can live only as
dependent on her mother :

Mama : You are my child!

Jessie : 1 am what became of your child.
(Mama cannol answer) 1 found an old baby
picture of me. And it was somebody else, not
me. It was somebody pink and fat who never
heard of sick or lonely, somebody who cried
and got fed, and reached up and got held and
kicked but didn't hurt anybody, and slept
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going to take her own life, the mother reveals a
disturbing fact about Jessie when she advises her to
come down from the attic before Jessie has a fit. This is
how Norman introduces the prime motivating factor for
Jessie's ruined life-her inability to hold a job, her failed
marriage, her delinquent son, and ultimately her
intention to kill herself. The minute realistic details
whiclf are subtly brought in demonstrate how epilepsy
has turned Jessie's life into a painful humiliating
expericnce :

Mama : ......... And then you turn blue and the
jerks start up like I'm standing their poking
ycu with a cattle prod or you're sticKing your
{ingerin a light socket as fast as you can ...
Jessie:Foaming like a mad dog the whole time.
Mama : It's bubbling, Jess, not foam like the
washer overflowed, for God's sake; it's
bubbling like a haby spitting up. I go pet a wet
washcloth, that's all. And then the jerks show
down and you wet yourself and it's over . Two
minutes tops.

Jessie : How do 1 get to the bed?

Mama : How do you think?

Jessie : I'm too heavy for you now. How do
you do it?
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... Under no circumstances should the set and
itt dressing make a judgment about the
intelfigence or taste of Jessie and Mana. It
should simply indicate that they are very
specific real people who happen to live in a
perticular part of the country. Heavy accents,
which would further distance the audience
from Jessie and Mana are atso wrong.>

Norman's main contribution lies in her ability to
use a realistic dialogue to explore a mad and
unacceptable situation, subtly making her audience
eventually resigned to accepting the suicide. Although
Jessie ‘wants her last evening with her mother to be , like
all their previous eveninps together, quiet and
unevent{ul, the evening becomes a dreadful one.
Ironically, every approach the mother tries to prevent
the daughter from her intention to commit suicide
becomes a probing exploration into the reasons for the
daughter's choice.

A few minutes after the action of the play starts,
Jessie, while talking about towels, Mama's snowball
wrapper and manicure, asks her mother where she could
find her Daddy’s gun. Norman swiftly inserts the
threatening element, and berfore Jennie says she is
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Norman's text "may not be feminist or political in terms
of i18 writing strategies, or in its naive conception of the
self/ subjectivity-even in performance, the structure and
design elements of 'night Mether perpetuate narmrative
closure, the Qedipal constructions of identity ."*% 1
would counter, however, that Norrnan manages, through
an imaginative use of those same features of the realist
form-to expose what has been concealed and evaded in
the lives of two women . Norman, from the very
beginning of the play, promises a modified creative use
of the realist form. The play's simple set, for example,
is,as C.W.E.Bigsby notes,"charged with significance."®

We learn that Jessie plans to shoot hersell in an
adjacent room. The stage directions indicate that this
room which opens directly onto the hall, and ils entry
should be invisible to everyone in the audience, is "the
focal point of the entire set... a point of both threat and
promise.">® The door to that room, Bigsby explains, is
"the route to her death but also, in her mind, to her
release."3! To keep the set and the entire presentation”
detached from ideological readings,"*? Norman warns
us Lhat :
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kitchen and on a table in the living room

should run throughout the performance and be

visible to the audience.2®

Tiie illusion of realism is also reinforced by the set
and its dressing. The action of the play takes place in a
living room which is "cluttered with magazines and
needle -work catalogues, ashtrays, and candy dishes.
Examples of Mama's needlework are
everywhere-pillows, afghans, and quiits, doilies and

rugs, and they are quite nice examples."??

The plot, though simple, comprises a linear
sequence of causal events. Jessie Cates, a woman in her
late thirties or early fonies, tells her mother, Thelma,
that she intends to commit suicide and proceeds to carry
out her promise, after having organized the details of
her mother's life and her own death. Jessie insisis she is
informing Thelma in advance simply to have the older
woman prepared when it happens. After much
argument, duning which time the mother tries to change
her daughter's mind, the play ends with Jessie killing
herself.

Jeanie Forte argues that 'night Mother” inscribes
the dominant ideology in its realist from." For her,
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her two brothers and becomes "the desiring subject"”.
Now she has the upper hand after her husband's death:
"I'm smiling, Ben. I'm smiling because you are quite
safe while Horace lives. But I don't think Horace will
live. And if he doesn't live ] shall want seventy-five
percent in exchange of the bonds ... And if I don"t get
what I want I am going to put all three of you in jail."??
Both Regina and Alexandra survive the gender battle
but Alexandra refuses to stay with Regina, to watch the
foxes "eat the earth.” Alexandra's refusal to be like her
mother, at the end of the play, demonstrates that there is
still a choice for the younger generation of women to
make. Thus, Hellman manages to use a realistic mode to
show that realism, if modified, is not a closed form.

II1

Like The Little Foxes, Marsha Norman's night
Mother is a realist play. Robert Brustein observes that'
night Mother is "chastely classical in its observance of
the unities,"> especially time, which, as the stage
directions indicate, is measured synchronously on stage

and in the audience :
The time is the present , with the action
beginning about 8 : 15. Clocks on stage in the
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Birdie and Alexandra at the piano , then back
to Marshall) You're nght , Mr. Marshall. It is
difficult to leam new ways. But maybe that's
why it's profitable. Qur grandfather and father
leamed the new ways and learned how to
make them pay. (Smiles nastily) They were in
trade. Hubbard Sons, Merchandise. Others |,
Birdie's family, for example, looked down on
them . (Settles back in chair) To make a long
story short, Lionnet now belongs to us. (Birdie
stops playing) Twenty years ago we took over
their land, their cotton, and their daughter.
(Birdie rises and stands stiffly by the piano.
Marshall, who has been watching her, rises).

The presentation of sex roles in Foxes becomes
clear in the relationship between Regina and Ben, on the
one hand, and between Regina and Horace, on the other.
From the beginning of the play, the batile for supremacy
between Regina and Ben in quite evident. He repeatedly
reminds her of her social role as a woman, invoking
their mother as an example : "Sometimes it is better to
wait for the sun to rise again ... and sometimes, as our
mother used to tell you... it's unwise {or a good -looking
woman to frown .. Softness and a smile do more to the
heart of man."* Regina, however, wins the battle with
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is of the best and that is all."!® The scence dose not
change which gradvally creates the atmosphere of
prisons and traps. This domestic scene which is the
setting for "business negotiations"™? in The little Foxes,
is also where the female characters are traded. Judith E
Barlow rightly notes that "By locating Foxes in the
home, Hellman demystifies the relationship between the
domestic on the one hand and the economic and
political on the other."?!

There are four female characters in the play :
Addie, Birdie, Alexandra, and Repina. Addie is a black
maid who is helpless and almost forgotten till the end of
the play™ when Horuce before his death asks her 10 take
care of Alexandra . Birdie has become alcoholic and
defeatist from the 1yranny of her husband, Ben. In Act
one, edd a comma when a Chicapgo industrialist,
Marshall, visits the family to make the deal, Ben tells
him how his grandfather and father took over everyihing
belonging to Birdie's family. Birdie herself was part of
the deal :

Ben : Perhaps. (He sees that Marshall is
listening to the music. Irritated , he turns to
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him for me, Mama, I'm not going to stand
around and watch you do it. Tell him 111 be
fighting as hard as he'll be fighting (rises)
some place where people don't just stand
around and waich

Regina : Well, you have spirit, after all. | used
to think you were all sugar water. We don't
have to be bad friends. 1 don't want us to be
bad friends, Alexandra.

(Starts, stops, ums to Alexandra) Would you
like to come and talk to me, Alexandra?
Would you-would you like to sleep in my
room tonight?

Alexandra: (takes a step toward her ) Are you
afraid Mama?

(Regina does not answer. She moves slowly
out of sight. Addie comes to Alexandra,
presses her ann.)

The Curtain Falls .1

Within this realistic plot, Hellman, as we have seen,
has experimented. Also, the realistic set of the play
indicates the kind of people living in it. The scene of the
three acts is "the living room of the Giddents house, in a
small town in the South." Significantly, Hellman
describes the roomn as "good-looking, the fumiture
expensive; but it rellects no particular taste. Everything
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Though Hellman wrote The Little Foxes before
she had even heard of Brecht's anti-empathetic theories,
the final scene in which Alexandra faces Regina could,
indeed, be seen as a Brechtian device which {orces the
audience to question the rationale behind the actions of
both Regina and Alexandra. In this scene, Hellman
alienates the final event and the two characters of
mother and daughter encouraging us not to take sides
but rather to think :

Regina : (going up the steps) Alexandra, I've
come 1o the end of my rope. Somewhere there
has to be what I want. Life goes too fast. Do
what you want ; think what you want; go
where you want. I'd like to keep you with me,
but I won't make you stay. Too muny people
used to make me do too many things. No,
won't make you stay.

Alexandra : You couldn't , Mama , because 1
want to leave here. As I've never wanted
anything in my life before. Because now I
uriderstand what Papa was trying to tell me.
{Pause) All in one day : Addie said there were
people who ate the earth and other people who
stood around and watched them do it. And just
now Uncle Ben said the same things. Really,
he said the same thing. (Tensely) Well, tell
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next move, however, is hers. She causes Horace to have
a heart attack and mercilessly refuses to help him. When
she is sure he is unconscious, she calls the sevants. In
the end, she blackmails her brothers into a seventy-five
percent share in exchanpe for the bonds. Ben retaliates
with the threat that he will expose her for murder of her
husband, and Alexandra comes in to announce that
Horace has died. The play ends with Alexandra, in her
own way, blaming her mother for killing Horace and
announcing she will go off on her own.

The plot, thus, consists of a series of crises , each
one only partly resolved. Hellman manages to keep the
audience waiting for the resolution to be completed,
only to be shocked by a reversal which leads to a new
crisis. Each twist in this realistic plot causes excitement,
Nothing is expected or inevitable because every event
comes as a surprise. The climax is reached in the quarrel
between Regina and her husband, which ends with the
death of Horace. Then comes the denouement or the
unraveling of plot strands. Surpnisingly, Hellman leaves
some strands raveled.
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One third of the investment money has to come from
Regina's husband , Horace, who has been treated at a
hospitad in Baltimore for a heart condition for several
months. Since he refuses to answer his wife's
correspondence, she asks their duaghter Alexandra to go
to the hospital to fetich him. He arrives home tired ,
weakened from the journey, and ill-disposed to finance
the project that his wife has negotiated. Eager to bring
the deal to its end, Regina's brother, Oscar and
Benjamin, steal bonds worth $ BB.000 from Horace's
safe-deposit , bonds which are as negotiable as money.
Oscar tdkes them to Chicago to make up the missing
third of the deal, cutting Regina out of the share in the
deal. They let Regina think an outsider has come up
with the money required. Horace discovers the theft and
tells Regina that he will not report it to the authorities
but tell the brothers that the bonds are a loan from
Regina. Furthermore, Horace tells Regina that he
intends to revise his will, leaving only the stolen bonds
to her.

Regina is thus trapped in a world dominated by her
brothers and hushand; she will receive nothing from her
brother except as they choose to pay back that loan. The
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article "Into the Foxhole : Feminism, Realism , and
Lilliam Hellman,” Judith E. Barlaw argues that
Hellman" used realism as a tool to explore and expose a
capitalist society with narrowly inscribed gender roles,
and to counter the demeaning portraist of women
typically proffered by male playwrighls."”

It is true , as materialist feminist critics have
pointed out, that a realistically constructed play can
offer no alternativce to class and gender hierarchies. The
Little Foxes, however, demonstrates that, if modified,
realism can be still used to serve the feminist conscious
and determined and scrupulous writer."!'® Louis
Kroneberger praises the power and the significance of
the work and the overwhelming moral sense that has
direct social meaning. The Little Foxes, for him, comes
through as the most effective kind of protest, sending its
audience out of the theatre "not purged, not released, but

still aroused and indignant.“”

The plot of the play comprises a linear sequence of
causal events that leads necessarily to conflict. Oscar
and Benjamin Hubhard with their sister Regina Giddens
arrange to get Northern capital to finance a cotton mill.
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is hoped that the examination of the dramatic forms in
the first two plays will show how a realist mode of
writing, if creatively used, can vigorously serve feminist
concerns. Also, the examination of the dramatic form in
the third play will show why and how kennedy resorts
to non-realist form.

I

Lillian Hellman- acclaimed as one of America's
most distinguished female playwrights-made an
entrance into a predominantly male-dominated field in
the firsy, half of the twentieth century. Her dramatic
output includes eight original plays and four adaplations
written between 1934 and 1963. She wrote realistic
well-made plays that dealt with sociological issues in
the tradition of Ibsen and Chekhov. Remembered as her
best play, The lille' Foxes (1939) is about a family
trying to attain wealth through pursuing industrial
fortune on the ruins of the old south. Though Hellman
was "amazed at being considered as a standard bearer”
of the feminist cause, some critics have investigated her
reputation as a "precursor of feminism, examining the
roles and status of the women of her pla},rs.“]4 In her
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be used to reinforce or perpetuate the dominant ideology
but rather to "thwart the illusion of real life" and
“threaten the patriachal ideology embedded in the
stm}'."u

Similarly, Patricia R. Schroeder observes that "in
their enthusiasm to isolate what is unique about feminist
drama, some scholars overiook or even reject the
feminist possibilities inherent in more traditional
dramatic forms." While Schroeder admits that the
experimenial feminist theatres "have opened up new
exciting possiblities for the stage”, she also believes that
the "traditional dramatic form is a flexible instrument
that can also respond to feminist concerns."!3 For her,
the traditional dramatic forms can be used to support
feminist values by depicting the entrapment of female
characters in an unyielding traditional society.

The purpose of this anticle is to examine mimesis or
representation in three feminist plays : Lillian Hellman's
The Little Foxes, Marsha Norman's 'night Mother, and
Adnenne Kennedy's The Owl Answers. While the first
two plays are agreed upon by most critics as realist
plays, the third one is described as a non-realist play. It
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effect, not the precondition, of regulatory practices."g

The A-effect can be used to "dismantle the gaze and
demystify representation "showing how and when the
object of pleasure is made, releasing the spectator from
imaginary and illusory identifications"?

Some other feminsit critics and playwrights, on the
other hand, call for a "new realism.” In "Realism,
Narrative and the Feminist playwright-A Problem of
Reception”, Jeannic Forte argues that Feminists should
make use of the fact that realism is 'readable’ on stape as
well ax off. Realism is "a matter of style and content : it
is a representation of recognizable settings, characters
and events reaccentuated by the newness of the material
to the stage ... typified by juxtaposition along with
continuity of incident from scene to scene, and
references to popular culture.” A feminist dramaturgy
can use thesc features to explore a "subversive text"
which " would not provide the detached view-point, the
illusion of seamlessness, the narrative closure, but
instead would open up the negotiation of meaning to
contradictions, circularity, multiple viewpoints."!! In
this sense, the conventions of realism narrative will not
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help in revealing " relations between sexes.” Brechtian
notions of the social gest ( a singular, symbetic gesture
associated with each character that controls and
articulates the spectator's relation to the actor - as -
character), epic structure (episodic structure in which
each scene is isolated and has a crucial tuming point),
and alienation effect provide "the means to reveal
material relations as the basis of social reality, to
foreground and examine ideologically - determined
beliefs and unconscious habitual perceptions, and to
make visible those signs inscribed on the body which
distinguish social behavior in relation to class, gender,
and history."”

In her book Unmaking Mimesis Elin Diamond
discusses the potentialities of Brecht's theory for
feminism. She finds that " the cornerstone of Brecht's
theory is the Verfremdungseffeki (‘alienation-effect’),
the technique of defamiliarizing a word, an idea, a
gesture so as to enable the speclator to see or heat it
afresh.*® The feminsit practice can use some version of
the Brechtian A-effect 1o "expose or mock the strictures
of gender" and "reveal gender-as appearance, as the
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it deconstructs. In effect, it reproduces things as they
are." Therefore, feminist playwrights should find an
alternative representation outside of patriarchal
reference to systems :

Whem women on stage vocalize their
experience as women rather reflect the
representation of them by men, the possiblitiy
fer a new discourse arises, one never
constituted within the patriarchal canon of
plays. Yet what action could this subject play
which would generate an altemative discourse,
one constituted outside of the patriarchal
codes? The action of the desiring subject, the
drama of the woman who desires, 15 in contrast
to the passive role traditionally granted woman
as the object of male desire. The desiring
female subject frustrates the mystifications of
morality, challenges the colonization of her
body, and denies the use of her sexuality as a
commodity in the market of marriage and
pomography.©

Brechtian techniques seem to offer a .strong
alternative to realism. In her article "Beyond Brecht :

Britain's New Feminist Drama," Janelle Reinlt sugpests
feminist transformations of Brechtian techniques could
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the study of woman as object are deconstructive
strategies which help in exposing the pairiachal
encodings in the dominant system of representation.
This will encournge women to emerge as subjects,
which opens up a field of new possibilies for women in
theatre and its system of representation : "constructing
woman as subject is the future , liberating work of a
feminist new poetics.™ Belsey goes further to explain
how to deconstruct the realist text. She argues that "in
its attempt to create a coherent and internally consistent
fictive world the text, in spite of itself, exposes
incoherences, omissions, absences and transgressions,
which in tumn reveal the inability of the language of
ideology to create coherence.” The aim of feminists
should be to " locate the point of contradiction within
~ the text, the point at which it transgresses the limit
within which it is constructed, breaks free of the
construints imposed by its own realist form.">

In their anticle " From Formalism to Feminism,”
Sue-Ellen Case and Jeanne K. Forte argue that "the
problem is that in the closed system of deconstruction
the only possible rcference is to the dominant ideology



process excludes women from the role of the subjecl. In
her book Feminism and Theatre, Sue-Ellen Case
explains that the exclusion of women from the role of
subject is tied to "a cultural castration" which, according
to Frend and Lacan, locates " the symbolic order in
relation to the phallus of the child and the cultural’ Law
of the Father,' situating the entire production of art
within the patriarchal order of father and son.' Within
this symbolic order of female desire and castration, 'the
only role for women is a$ objects of this desire. "Thus,
women become"” fixed in the position of object of the
gaze, rather than as the subject directing it.“ This is how
woman js constituted as ® other.” In life and on stage
women appear in order to be looked wpon” rather than
to do the looking.” In the theatrical representation
womal is "perceived as possible site for the fulfillment
of that desire, transformed into a kind of a cultural
courtesan. " In this sense, women within the palriarcha]
system of signs do not have” the cultural mechanisms of
meaning 1o construct themselves as the subject rather
than as the object of the performance.”, ?

Case believes that the study of woman as a sign and
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Classic realism is characterized by
'llusionism’, narrative which leads to'closure’,
and a ‘hierarchy of discourses’ which
establishes the' truth’ of the story. 'Illusionism’
is, I hope, sclf-explanatory. The other two
defining characteristics of classic realism need
some diseussion. Narrative tends to follow
certian recurrent patterns. Classic realist
narrative, as Barthes demonstrates in S/Z,
turns on the creation of enigma through the
precipitation of disorder which throws into
disarray the conventional cultural and
signifying systems. Among the the commonest
sources of disorder at the level of plot in
classic realism are murder, war, a journey or
love. But the story moves inevitably towards
closure which is also disclosure, the
dissolution of enigma through the
re-establishment of order, recognizable as a
reinstatement or a development of the order
which is understood 1o have preceded the
events of the story itself 2,

By 'the moment of closure’ Belsey means the point
at which the events of the story become fully intelligible
to the reader. In this realist story, add a comma
inscribed subject positions are always kept for men. The
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MIMESIS IN THREE PLAYS :
POSSIBILITIES FOR FEMINIST
REPRESENTATION

WAGDI ZEID
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
CAIRO UNIVERSITY

A3y Gudavg.d
ayalaiolal
A5 alay W1 AAU uuh

The inquiry into possibilities of a ferminist mimesis
has beer one of the main concerns for some feminists in
theatre. ! The conventional realist representation seems,
for materialist feminist critics, to serve only the
ideology of the partiarchal society. It encourages us to
forget the borderline between spelling stape and
audience and, thus, disguises the construction of the
dominant culture. It makes all appear seamless and
natural, therefore appropriate and acceptable. In her
article "Constructing the subject : deconstructing the
text, " Catherine Belsey argues that realism or " classic
realism” as she calls it, creates an” illusionism" which is
nothing but a reinscription of the dominant male order:
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