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Iv. . 130--139.

130 «Prima convien che tanto il ciel m'aggiri
@i fuor-da essa, quanto fece in vila,

perch’io indugiai al fin 1 boop sospin,

133 s@ orazione in prima nom m'aita
che surga su di edor che in grazia viva:
I"altra che vzal, che "o eiel non & udita P

136 E i3 1l pocla inpanzi mi saliva,
e dicea : « YVienne cimad : vedi c¢b’® toceo

merdian dal sole ed alla riva

139 cuopre la nette gid col pieé Marrocco ».

XXVL : 16—25.

16 «0 tu ghe vai, non per esser pil tamo,
ma forso reverente, alli altri dopo,
rispondi a ma ¢he ' sete e ‘n-foco ardo.

19 N splo 2 me la tua rsposta é uopo,
ché tuHi questi n' banno mapgior site

che d' aequa fredda Indo o Etidpo.

22 Dinne com” & ¢he fai di te parcte
al spl, pur come to non fassi ancora

di more intrete dentro dalla retew.

Vio
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106

104

112

J15

118

NEY

St mi parlava un dessh

XXIX. ¢

Lo s-:pa?.]n dentro a lor yuattro contenne
Uu eATTO, in &U due role. Inonfals,

ch’al collo 'un grifon lirate venne.

Ezso tendeva in =u I'unn e Ualtra ale
tra lo mezzana e e tre e tre liste,

si ch'a nulli, lendendn, facea male,

Tanta salivan ehe non eran viste |
Ir membra d'ero avea quant’ era ueerlln.

e hiznche Paliea, di vermiglio miste,

Naon ehe Homa di catoo eosi belle
rallegrasse Allricuno, o vero Aususto,

ma yuel del Sol saria pover con ellu:

mqucl del Bol che, sviaudo, fu eombuogtn
per Purazion della Terra devota,

quamh) Iy gi{wv areanamante iusto,

XXX,

Coxl la miaddre al helin par superha,
com’cila parve a me; perche dCamaro

aent’il sapar della pietade acerlu,

166 — 120,

T4,
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94

97

64

AL

Ella si tacque ; e Li angeli cantaro
di subito “In te Domine speravi”;

ma oltre “pedes meos” non passaro.

5i come meve tra le vivi lavi

per lo dosso d'ltalia si congela,
soffidta e siretts dalli venti schiavi,

poi, liquefatta, in sf stessa Lrapcla,
pur che la terra che perde ombra spin,
si che par foro {onder Ja ¢andela;

cosi fuil sanra lacrime e sospir
anzi 'l cantor di quei che notan sempre

diztro alle note delli- etterni giri;

ma poi rh’i’ ‘ntesi nelle dolel tempre
lor compatire a me, pid che sc detto
avesser: ¢« Donnn, percht si'lo slempre? »,

lo gel che m'era intorno al cor cstretto,
apirit; & acqua fessi, ¢ con apooscia

della hooca e delli oechi usel del petto.

XXXI.: 64— 115,

Quali i [anciolli, vergognando, muli
com li ocehi & terra stannnesi, ascoltando

e 56 riconoscende e ripenluti,
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70

73

01

94

Yoo

Tal mi slav’ io; ed ella disse: «Quando
per odir se’ dolenle, #lza la barba,

e prenderai pit doglia viguardandps.

Con men di resistenza si dibarba
mbusto cerro, o vero zl nostral vento

o voro a quel delfa terra di Jarba,

ch® io non levai al sue comenda il mento;
e quando per la barba il viso chiese.

btn econobbi il velen dell” argomento.

XXXIL :

E se pid fu lo sun parlar diffuso,
non 80, perd che gid nelli oechi m'era

quella. ch’ad altro intender m’avea chiuso.

Sola sedessi in Bu la lerm vere,
come puardia laseista li del plausiro
che legar vidi alla biforme fera.

In cerchiu le fapeen di sé claustro
le ettt minfe, con quei lumi in mano

che son sicuri d’Aquilone e d'Austre.

91 — 99
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Dante Alighieri : La Divina Commedia

]

—

ALA

col commento di P. Fraticefli. Firenze, 1902,

pel lesto critico della Societd Dantesez Haliana, esposta
o commemata da F. Mestica. Firenze, 1921.

con il commento di T. Casini rinnovala e accresciuta per
cura di M, Barbi. Firenze, 1932

commenlata da L. ‘Piettobono. Tuorimo, 1932,

testo critico- 2 cura di M. Casella. Bologna, 1949.

col commento i G. A. Searlazzini rifatio da G. Vandelli.
Milano, 1949,

commeniata da A. Momigliane. Firenze, 1954,

Le opera di Dante Alighieri, a eora di E. Moeore, neova-
mente rivedute ne! testo da P. Toynbee. Oxford, 1924,

Opere Minori.  Firenze, 1935,
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The Divine Comedy, Trans. by H. E. Cary Florence ?
The Divine Comedy, trans, by M. Andersen. U.S.A. 2

The Divino Comedy, trana, by L. G. White. New York,
1948.

The Comedy of Dante Alighier, Cantica II. Purgatory,
trans. by D. L. Sayers. Edinburgh, 1955.

La Divina Cummedia with an English trans. by H. M.
Ayres. New York, 1949 —1953.

The Divine Comedy, trans, by G. L. Bichersteth, Aberdeen,
1935,
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~— L& Divine Comédio, trad. par A, Pératé. Pars, 1921,

— L& Divine Comédic, ixad. par H. Longnon. Paris, 1938,
— La Divine Comédic, rad. par A. Brizeux. Paris, 1943,

— la Divine Gomédie, trad, par A. Masseron, Paris, 1947 —

1950,
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De Sanctis, F. :
De Sanctis, ¥,

1934.
Gustorelfi, A.
Havvette, H,
Palhorics, F.
Papine, G.
Peopini, G.

1933.
Teynbee, P

Toyrlee, F,
Tozer, H. E.

Saggi Cotiei, Milano, 1921
Steria della Leticratura [taliana, vol. L, Milano,

Dizignario Dante:co. Milano, 1946,

Histoire de la litttratore Ttalienne. Paris, 1932,
Dants et {a Diving Comédie. Paris, 1936.
Dante Yive. Firenze, 1943,

Storia della letteratura Itzliana. vol. 1. Milano,

: Dante Didionary. Oxford, 18U8.

Dante Studies and Researches. London, 1902

+ An English Commentairy on Dagtus’s Divina

Com medlia. Oxford, 1901,

Wilkins, F. H. :

A History of ltalian Literature Cambridge,

U.5.A, 1934,

Zingarelli, N, :

La vita, [ Tempi ¢ le Operc di Danle. 2 voll.

Milano, 1948.
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PREFATORY NOTL

The late Professor Akl ERHamid Fl-Ahbadi
tzught History in the universitirs and high institutes of
Exrvpt and other Arab countres over a period of fory
vears. He was dean of the Facalty of Arts and profossor
or Islamic history in the University of Alexandria for
1) years. Thoussmls of students learnt his method of
pesearcls &nid were inspired by his brillhiont examples

and nolile spirit.

Sharly after hig death [ extended wn invitation
to 1 pmumher of his Mends and diseiphes b wote un a
historexl vr [iteray e Telated fo thie Beld of studies
in which Prof. Abludi wns satepested. Flie response
to tinis lnvitation was cipeourasing anl the frudt is e
present entlection of distinguished papers which, with
the appraval of Prof, M. Khalalallah {une of Lis former
pupils and ul present, his snecessor o the leauship
of the Faculn of Arta, we are now pressnbng ta the
paalidic as @ spevial pumber ol the Hulltin of the
Fioo 'ty of Arts. dedieated to the memory of that preat
e W, hig fmenda and papils, beeechy express our
cratindie (o kim gl aeknowledee the prest (lebt we

owee biny mn the fell of historieal gnd Arabie <fudies,

L. B sHAYY AL

Eotine o the Falielin




rable propation of Berher hlood.! They do not possess, st present,
any special language of their own. 2 But in spilo of many simila-
rities common te &ll nbal groups, both the Beja &nd the Libyans
display certain anetal features peeuliar to themselves, notebly as
regards motherrizht and the pesition of women 1o peneral.

LIVING CONDITIONS OF NOMADIC, SEMI-NOMADIC
AND SETTLED TRIBAL GROUPS

Nemadie (roups

Throughout the lands of the Middle Eust, tribes and trnbal
groups are widely spread, but they do not conslitute the whole
population and seldom even a majority of the population in auy
political unit, except in Sumli Arabia. Tribal groups are usually
classified into nomadie, semi-nomudic and sedeutary iribes, their
esgential characteristic beine Lhat their members are distimguished
by helonging to a specific group, and not tu a specific place, village
or town. They retnin this characteristic even when they conatitute
a hxed agriculturel commonrity,

At preeent “pure” nomads, leading & wandering dile; are
reiatively few, probably not escesding T30,000 throughout the area
undrr comsideralion. Semi-pomadic trhes in the same countries
woull prohahly reach abost 2 million, while sedentary groups with
a ribal organisation should essily reaih, or even exceed, b million,
It is impossihle to give a more accorate figure since the usual official
statistical sources contain orly roush estimates with regard to 2l
these categories, especizlly the wandering nomads.

The size ol a tribe vanes considerahly, according to eoviron-
ment and ecoupabion, and tendas fo increase under aedentary of
semi-scdenlary condiliona.  Absglute nomadism has a restrictiva in-
fhueiee on size, because of the need for maintaining a cedain amount
of contset among members whils pursuing a- nomadic existence.
A nomadic inibe 13 usually counted hy tents; and while some very
powerlul tribes, like the Ruwala may consist of some 3,500 teats, a
much more mmdesl hgure of abeut onr thousand or even a few
hondred is more penerally the rule.

1. Hee G, W, MUIRAY : Sungs of fahmar! (Londan, Georre Hootledge and
Seoms, 1983), pp. 27U

2. Iu the Oasia of Siws {Jupiber-Ammen) » specin]l Betbet dialect earvives,



If a tribe prows beyond. a certain point wnder nomadism, it
hegins almost autematicully to disinfecrate into tribel sections, which
subsequently develap inte separsic tribes, oceupy different domaing
and are often in conflict with ene angthen A very good example
of this 15 the ‘Anaza 1obe, widely spread theoughout Arabia and the
Ferile Cresceni. and vonsisting of over 20,000 tents, which has split
up into aeyvera) conflicting sub-wibes.!

A trihe which breomes parly ot wholly sedentary dlten grows
to considerable propodions, in aceordance with the rrowth of the
means of suhsistence,  'The Hadendowa of the Swilan, a Beja ighe
of over TO00N), and the Awlad *Ali of Evypt. who prolably cxeeed
that mumber, are good ixamples of semi-uomadivc tribes which have
increased steadily an the past Ay years. 10 is rue that some of
this growth is due to-the absorption of smaller tribel sections, -but
it vould not have taken plaee wnder-purcly nemedic conditiane,

The charsctenstics of the purely nomadic tribe egunot he
discussedd here in [l It i3 impodant to nole, however, that no
tribe, uwo matter how nomadic it may e, [eads an indefinite
wandering Jife, withowt any rerard to prescribed routes and land-
marks. The nomads we nre deu]ing.with ure paﬁtr:ra] nomads, with
Pargrer Lierds of camels and a {ow other animals. They are hahiqually
an the move, travelling somtimes by day and sometimes by night
aceording to the seosen, for about nine mouths in the years, Dut
in these wanderinty, whose object i3 to procure water snd pasture
for their herds, they follow fairly fixed roubs, and vsually retomn
to the point frum which they sturted, Here they venerrlly Joiter a
little longer, to dispose of their surplus animals and buy much of
their provisions; and it is this “stating. point’” which  halyituslly
determines the Iand or cowniry e which they “belong™.

‘tThrourhoat their wandenings, however, they keep to lands and
wadis, wells and onsen, which they elmim as their own: and as long
ps they can defend their claim by foree of amms, there are few who
cire: to conlest it, excepl when hostililies ere intended.  Trihil
lwundarics are ofien the subjeet of dispufe and this merely
exprosses the comecpiion that cach tobe hes its own land, with s
water and pusture. and shoatd net Irespuss Lewnd ats Limits. 1t
is ot course possible that some Dedouin might ask penmission to
praze thewr cattle on the lands of another tabe: such permission iy
seldom denied, Lut the fact that it must be soucht demaonstrates
tho right ot cach tobe fo its land.

1. Ses T Daryll FOKDE: Habitd, Feeneny ol Secicty, 7th edition
(Loudony Meibuen, 1944, . 3I0.



Such lands are of course mostly and with some grazing
patches, wella and even springs sealered here and there. But no
matter how and a land may he, it is never aniliciently barren to be
considered worthless! It iz always c¢lzimed by z0me uibe and
defended to the uimost against uny encroachment, Dut as soon as
8 Iribe detects any weakuess in o any of ity geighbours — and
Bedouin are cxtromely sensitive to such signs of weakness — they
at once engage in hosblites, with the ohject of aeguiring all or
parl of their peichbours’ land.

The nomads thus lead a wundering  life, with a fairly hxed
ammesl cycle, penerally following the same routes. They usually
travel in rather smol! bands of about Lwenty to thirty tents, in order
to avoid crowding: at wells and pastures. A pood example of a
vomadic tribe is the Ruwala of Eastern Symin, who vongregate in
their “homelind”, east of Damascus durdng the summer and early
autumn, Ilere they scll their =urplus animals and purchase their
pmvisions, mosily flour, dates, rive, colfee and snzar, and some
articles of clothing, Late in September th:y heyin their trek, passing
U winter in the Syran deserl, apd the sprng in the aases of Jauf
and Tayma in north-western Ambia before they bepgin their return
journey back to Syria. The area in which thess wanderings take
place is about 500 miles lonz a: crow flies [rem nodh te south,
and about 300 miles from east to west, but as the Ruwala pursne
a eomewhat irregular course it is prubable that in their anoual
wanderings they cover soma 1,503 miles.

Political boundaries between modern Stales are nziorally a
handicap to such larpe-scale wanderings. There is always some
agreement between ncighbouring eoontries, however, so that no
serious hardships are encountered, except perhaps with repoard to the

buundaniera of Lsmmel?

L Gee G 5. Jawvis : Feserday aad To-day in Sinmi (FEdinhurgh end
Londnon, Wiliiam Hlarkwoged end Sonse 14314 ppe 60 sod 67, ond Abbas Ammar:
The Eamtern Grers in Egypt (publinhed By the sethor jn Arohie, Caire, 1946 p.
142- Governmeats do oot wlmit thiv vight of ewoerslip. They ellow Lthe nomads
1o mee the lanls bob resecvo the right to take it oway gL ony time.  Governmenis,
bhowever, are intrrestad inm the limits of the laod oceopied by each Lole, oo n
meama of fixing the reapeosibility for erimrs rommized,

2. Sar Ahmed AL-AKKAM @ *The Trikea of Syrz™ in Heport and Coatri-
hutiens of Scholary in the Fourth Semunar ou Sectal Problems (bereaiter refarred
1o a8 Arad Leagun Semingr) (published in Arehiz by the Arsh Tesgue, Caira,
1954}, pp. 1030-1036.
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Nomadic tribes in the Middl: East are, as alread!y noted, camel-
herders. Camels constitute their weahh and are a symbol of their
soeial standing.  They supply the Bedouin's staple diet—milk--
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snd enahle him te buy neecssities, find the dowry for oue or more
wives, and pay the diye or blood-money. He may possess other
animals, such s horses for raids and perhaps wome sheep, pouts
and dockeys. But wealth end importance depend on the quantity
and quality of the camel-herds, and in order to have the largest
passible herds, all sources of prass and water, on matter how
distant, are vulilisad. This means that the wanderings of the nomada
are very extensive iodeed.



Some camel-herdsmen used to engage in trade, and carry mer-
chandise across the desert, an aceupation which often proved very
proftable.  Somctimes they themselves owoed the merchandise,
and semetimey they acted merely a9 curriers who orgauised earavans
betwren such centres es Damasens, Meees, and Aden; or between
Tadmor, Berhdud and Samarkand; or, in Africa between Biskra
and Timbuetoo. Until fairly recently they used to carry and
acpompany pilgrims to Mecea, or auspont soods under conirast
for povemments or other avenriea, Ol such regulur caravans very
littlle reimains; and the anly relies of 2uch conditions to be encoun-
teted are tho ocvcasional itinerant merchants who accompany tho
Beduuin and asell their goods at different camps nlong the toute.
Ancther type of tmding takes the form of driving camels tonz
distances to dispuse of them in sume prohitable market. Such are,
for instance, the journeys undertaken by the Kababish from
Kordofan in the nodhern Sudan, who travel about 2,000 miles to
bring a few hundred head of camel to the Caire market, retumning
heme by train and hoat.

Semi-Nomadic Groups

Seminomadic groups possess fow camels. In fuct, in couniries
like Sytia and Irag, tha principal distinstion bebween nomands and
semi-nomada is that the latter mainly hreed sheep.  They usually
live in buts built of mud and straw, and their mobility is far more
restricted.  As a rule they earry out n certain amount of cultivation,
and may possess date-palm groves or other gardens. The following
niay he considered a fair description of a semi-nomadic tibe, the
Jawahis of the western (Lihyan) desed of Egypt :

The momadic Jnwahin are for the wost part alill menled jo azd aroond Wodi
Natun ... [ They are] o hospitahle tribe whe lead o ahophend's life and encemp
theer every winwer wilh their Bocks. They are cuploved sMosirg this vime corrying
sutrun and prickly eeeds; they alao bave some traflic o datea, which they ferch i
cargions froon Siwn in the Ammenian (hsia . Tlese Ambs ore maoraiosths, o
Ireaceful pmople .. .. they wevel mnke war, ood enly toke wp ormea to defrod Lhem-
welved ... They share with tha Awtal "Ali in the dote iraffic with Laharive {lesis,
where the profure of the villzge of Mundiska is resepyed for thene!

These Jawabis represent one type of semi-nomadiam whose
principal characteristic is that the trike a5 whole ‘engages in
various activities which include agriculture in Wadi Natrun, sheep-
raiving, and scversl camryine arrangements, including tmfbe in the
date crops of distant cases. They own just enourh camels for the
last type of activity.

I. MURRAY, op. cit., pp. 279 IO



There is, however, anather type of semi-numadisny, also cammon
in the Lihyan descr, the prneipal frature of which i3 that & tbe
is divided inte two parls, one leading a foirly setthed sprmealtural
Iife, and the ather a completely nomadie oae, with camel-kerding
gs ita main seenpation.  The two seetiona maintain o semblance of
gocizl unity, having one Sheikh for the whole trihe, but in diy-lo-day
matters the two are guit independent.

Settled Tribad Griiups,

Tribal prvups wlich lead a completely sedentary life wath agri-
cultare a3 their moain oveupation are very common throsshout the
Middle East, They have ahandoned their wandenng life, but retain
their tnbal orgunisation. They uvsoally ccewpy lnds an rather cloge
proximity (o the desert, thoir previows “homeland™. This s quite
ghvious in the Nile Deltw, where the eastern and wesdem foagres
are mostly setiled by tribul agriculturyl communities, In most in-
stanees their comversion to sedentary lifs has been fairly mecent
But this i2 not necessanly the cese everywhere.  Bonie tribes have
been settled on the land for a fairly long time, and atill covbnuo to
maintain their twibal solidatity and refose to intermarry with tho
earlier seilers o *“fellsheen”.  Fruds have persisted between the fwo
seclions sometimes for one or twy centurics, A good example of
this i= sforded by the Hauwirm of Upper Eaypt, now maostly in the
province of Qemi. They at uwne time dominated a considerable pan
ol Upper Euvpt, but through their political power i3 a thing of {he
past. they still meintain their tribal cohesion, und refuse to pye
their dungldors i marnare even fo o wealthy fetlale! Tlhe problem
of merine the tribal and nontrites] grouwps mey be somewhat dife-
reat from of eenyeriing the nomada to sedentary Life, hug it ropresents
a furdhrr =tep in the same dircetion.  Tribal nvaloies aod jedousies
hive heen disturbing faetors, in which a greal deal of the less
agrecahle ferdures of womadie life bave been petuined, sometimes
even in e arernbuated [orm. Auasin, the promunenes piven to foes]
teiliz] solidarity has often been o hundicap 1 the developmoent of a
patiomil spinil and nutlook. 1t i3 thepefore pat coough from the
point of vicw of the country’s welfare mendy to selde (he nomads;
they must alse be sucially integrated.  This point will receive further
Ireatment in the section deabing withr Irag.

1. AWAD. vp. cib, e 234,



THE NOMADIC WAY OF LIFE

Nomadism, as a way of life, is characterised by simplicity ard
frugality, and those who practise it acquire the habit of freedom
ond the dislike of conirol and limitation impossed by authority of
any kind. Even Sheikha exercise what litle influsnee they may
have over their tribes by means of their character, liberslity and
haspitality. They begin to acynite preator influenee when relations
with a central povenment are established, and the ecthorities find
it more esnvenient to dial with the head of the irbe, But under
pure nomadic eonditions the head of & tribe is by no means a desput
ruling over its memhbers.!

Nomads are supposed to roam with their herds over lands which
aro suited only fur nomadie lite, where grass only grows in widely
separated patches, and where the water supply s so scanty and so
diflicult to obtain that, clthourh it can be drawn to water the
camels, its utilisation for agriculture would be beyond the normal
capacities of the nomad.

If the nomad kept strictly to land of this kind he might not
present such a very sericus problen to other populations. Lut he
has invariably encroached oo the land of settled asreultural com-
munitics, Hisa “coutact™ with such communities uszumes one of
two forme, being either sudden and temporery or pralunced and
enduring. The (irst i3 churacterized by a sndden raid, in the course
of which eattle are lifted, grain seized and other property carmied
awa¥. Such raids are port of the general patern of nomadic lifa
and are frequenily carried out by nomads against each other as
well. The raid is fod by a special leader, Al“Agid and in i
simplest form may be accomplished at dawn and completed
béfore anybudy in the aHacked tents or villaze is aware of what
bas happened, until ho wakea up to And that property is missing.2
Aguinst such taids the settled opricultural populstion have very
little  protection, especially where lhe counlry is administralively
disorganised.

1. MULRLRAY, op. eit, p. 42
2. MURDAY, vp. cit, ps 134,
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The more enduring kind of contaet with nomads is characterised
by more persistant penetratinn, in tho course ol which the sedentary
gpricultural community hacomes tribulary to some powerful tribe,
which exacis a heavy price for protecting the villagers against other
nomads, Tlia has frequently led to the emigration of the peasants,
and the ocoupation of their laads by nomudic herdsmen. In this
way much agricultural Jund in the Middle East has become a
“nomad’e lund”. This is particelarly Lhe case with lands requiring
elahorate irtigation. by means of canals und regnlators. But
throughout the whale of the Middle East vast areas which tegit-
mately belong to agriculfure have heen taken over by pu:tural
nomads. This has always eccurred-in the ahsence of a strony rentral
government, As soon 24 such a povernment comes tn exzistence,
the {rontiers of nomudisns begin- to Tetreat further and further hack
towards the onginal nemad’s land.

We thus note that the fruntiers of romadism have underpone
consideruhly  fhuienbons throughout history, aml their expansicn
has heen in dircet proportion (o the weakness ol the ecntmal porern-
menk. Tt follows frow this that nomads as such are not panicularly
interested in the existenve of a stronz, firmly eatablished povern-
ment, and gny Hmitations on their freedom which the autharities
iry to impose are resented. The normal dinies of sll citizens, liko
the pavment of taxes and conscriptivn, are specially hated; a deep
suspicion of the government and its oflicizls invariably exizfe in the
mind of &ll nomads, and this kes sume consideruble Llime to
overcome.

Apriculture is distagteful to the nomad hevause it deprives him
of the freedom 3o dear to his heart, involves eonsiderable manual
labour, which he detests, gnd forees him  to carcy out work which
he ofien relcoated to his slaves or servauts, or to those setthed
peasants over whom he tyrannised; besides this it is irksome to his
frez and rogming bahits tv have to setls down in one and the
same gpot, and to suhmit to all the restrictions imposed by guvemn-
ment agents of all kinds. G. W. Muarray deseribes the normal life
of the Beduuin in the following terms :

The male Arsb ia quite coptent po pasa Lhe day smoking, chotiing sod
Arisking coffoc. Herding the camels iu hia only office, All the work ol Precting
tents, looking wfter elenp end gosts aud Lringing water, he leuven to his woren!

1. Ihid.. p- &0
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The pastoral nomad has accerdingly heon described as ex-
ceedingly indolent. Major Jarvis speaks of the Sinei Bedunin in
the follpwing terms -

Sprpest to em Arab that ho shoold toke o fag s pul i 2o booer's work
cutting @ water - chaneel to hin coltivetion, snd he will wewr the exprewica of a
mariFr puing o the cwle ; opd if ome (okes ooe’s eves off bim for 8 mowent, be
will probably fode away with big {aoily Lo [Pabestine for & yeor o estupa (e taak.!

Other quatations eculd be given. But with all hig indolenc
the Bedounin could organise and execute a raid, involvine exceptionat
physical hardship and endurance; nor, in all his native [festivitics
und celebrations, dves he show the slightest indolence.  Fle problem
seems to ba that he is indolent. when the work is distasteful to him.
Thete is also some evidence in the opposite diteetion. When visiting
Sipai in 1934, Ammar was informed by the Evropean maneger of
the manpanese mines that mony Bedouin were employed at the
mines. who, ufter some training, beeame oapable workers.2 The
Arabian American o0il Company {Aramco) cemploys over 20,000
Arabs, most of whom have a nomadiec lLackpround.

It may be argued that cerlan types of gainful oceupations,
under favourahle circumstances, might be quile agreeabls to the
Badouin, but that azriculture &8 o rule is not une of them. Neverthe-
lesw there have heen many cases where whule tribes or tribal sec-
tions have pradually settled down to an agriculturel life with all
its hated drudgerics, which, in course of time, heeame less and loss
hated. This has cepurred in the Sudan among both the Deja and
the Arab fribes in Saudi Arohia and the Fertile Cresocent, while in
Egyvpt the assimilation of the nomads is poing on all the time?

It semmsa, therefore, that the conversion of the Bedowin from
romadism f0 a sedentary life ia not impossible of accomplishment.
It is alsn likely thut nomadie groups vary in their sHitude towards
gpriculture and that many of them would be more easily persuaded
than others. It is probable that the Bedouin who have eore into

I JARYIS, op rit, pp 25 4F Faox is Aerbic for » kind of pick. Nole thac
Mzjor larvia waa referricg 1o s Bedowin whe eloeady proctined some cultivslion.

I, AMMAR, op. vit, p- 183

A AWAD, op. cit. The whole of this paper shuald be resd in conjuzction
with the prewent sriicle,
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eloser wontacl with settled Lo awould be less peactant fo chunge
their methods snd would lake more kindly to aericultiee. Tnoaay
case tho somad ocver turns iuto o frst-cluss preasant evernight:
a litde time, somctimes cven one or twe geeerations, most be allowod
before o purcly nomadie eroup berumes a faicly good agriculturs]
COTTLTI UL,

METHODS OF ENCOLRAGING THE SETTLEMENT OF
NOMADIC AWD SEMI-KNOMADIC TRIBES

It will be elear feom the foregoing ‘that no iuitative ern be
expected from the nomada thanselves towards thoir swo permaacit
setilemint. The ipitiative st eone from the authorney diccetly
mtercsted in such a development. nomely the government of the
State in whose lands the pomad earries wn nost of his wandvriags,

Tke fist imporant factor, thercfore, in the settlement of
nonuds, 14 the existence ol a strong coentral wovernment with an
interest in {he estelilishment of peace and ordery, and in the welfore
of the larnd amdd all its inhakitants, Owe of its vrgent dutica mnst
he to work out a policy fur dealing with nomadic groups. usually
aiming  ab their eomplets or parial settlement. Whether {from
humanitarian.  polibeal, ecomomic,  slratedne or administrative
matives, suche o pesult most be oachieved g2 quickly as possible
Twa methwds readily sugeest theoselyes 0 coencion o porsuasiog,
wre A sublls mixture of the fwo. There iz litthe docht that for lnsting
and hencficial results persucsive methods are fae more effeelve than
uny kind of compulsion. Most governmuents of the Millle East,
without in any way ovedooking the dizzevecable characteristies of
nomadiam, leok upen the nomads mone s sn asset than o babilits,
end have pwitiated dedinibe progrmammes for their settlement.

The methods which kelp to bring ebout the parial ur completa
settlemint of nemadie groaps may he elussilied a5 indirect or dineet.

Indircet Methods

Inditeel toethads are thoze which have another objecve
than thut of setling nomads. Among the most impodant of
these 1 the construebon of railway lines, hike that edending Irom
Alexandua to the Libyan fontive, from Ceiro mcros: %inai to
Palestive, from Athara to Port-Sudan, and the whole railway deve-
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lopment in Iraq. Roads for motor tmllie also prove useful, but are
not 5 elleclives as railwaya. Many individuals are employed onm
their comsiruction, including a eonsiderable number of nomads.
They help 1o bpild railway stalions along the routs, thersbhy creating
centres of contact, some of with soenr develop into public service
centres, where a school, a ¢linie and 2 weekly market are soon
eslablished, and where the outhority of the gevernmont is more
electively exercised.

The dircing of the Suez Canal was never intended as a means
of controlling nomads, Nevertheless it has helped to create a
ribban of setiled life in the middle of the desert and has limited
the movemcnte and inter-tribal raids between Sinai and the Eastemn
Eryptian Deserl.

But by far the most interesting developments in thia direciion
ere those connecled with the production and transport of il
The labour for such pipantic undedakings in never made up entirely
of nomada, but thers s always a large proportion of them, and they
thereby become accusiomed to regular employmentn seted home,
new trades, and n {act a2 new way of life. Thero are also the more
subtle puycholesical efects, which are difhcult to assess, prodused
hy eontact with a strong civilisation and ils representalives.

The pumber of native Arabs directly employed in the oil
industry throughout the Middle East may reach about 50,000 to
60,000. In adlditdon there are large nembers of small tradesmen,
workers and ythers employed in anxiliary duties, and rendering
servires to the oi] communities. Again, the prosperous governmenls
and their agencies bave several underakings involving the large-scale
enployment of labour, so that the impact on tha population must
not be measored solely by the number of the individuals directly
employed by the oil concerns.

Another important result of the oil operetions has been the
realigation that, in the desert, oil i3 not the only valusble hguid.
'The companies have therefore given special attention to the tapping
of any water resources which can be found anywhere in the area of
their coneession.
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Thus both government and commercial enterprises, whosa
operations may not be directly concerned with the problem of the
sedtlement of nomads, bave holped eonmsiderabla, though indirectly,
towards ita =olution.

Threct Methods

There ara, however, special schemes which are directly concer-
nad with helping the nomads to lead a gedentary lilo, or at least a
Jess nomadic une.

The nomads themselves could nat, even if they wished, carry
out any schemes of this kind, which must remain the mgin coneern
ol the public authorities ol sach eountry. These schemes aim, in
the {irst pluce, ai providing water for agriculture. The water rescur-
ces temain Lhe same, and cannot be increased; but they can be
stoted or tapped, and madc availahle for culbivalion at the proper
time and in the most efleclive monner possible. The storing of
river water at Heod time for subsequent uwse for irmigation has been
th: most imporfant underdaking in this respect Lhroushuout the
Middle East, and has produced the grestest results, The rivers
whose water is dammed up and stored, are sometimes of & [air 5120
like the Tigns and Euphrates and their trihutaries, or mather smalls
like the Khor Baraka end the Khor-al-Gash in the Sudsn.  Some-
timea even desert wadis in which Hooding lakes place eomewbat
irregularly, like the Wadi-el-Arish in Sinai, can be utilised in the
same way, Lhough of course on a much smaller scale.

Analler source of water lor cultivation i3 the scanty rainfall
which iz characteristic of the southern “editerranean eceslal bell,
from 15 to 30k miles wide, stretching (rom Libya to Paesline. Ano-
ther arca with scanty rainlall is ecastern Syria, Jordan, northern lraq
ond purty of Saudi Arabia.  Baoth in Libya and in Sinsi, a roinfall
ranring {from 4 to 8 inches on the cousl makes it possible for some
graga to grow, but most of it percolates throucrh to the lower layers,
where it mingles willy the sea-water scoping throush the sand. The
fresh water, however, lies in o layer above the salt wuter and,
where a larse subterranean cavity exists, substantiel quantilies of
fresh water nre stored and easily tapped. [ this way, faicly larze
settements, ltke Borg-el-Arab, Marsa Mabruh, Sablum and *Arish, are
ahle t¢ grow and prosper. These subtrrranean walers were already
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vtilised in [oman times, Dbut were subsequently neglected, until
their modern revival,  They are now being more cxfensively deve-
lnped by oil-driven and wind-drived pumps.  The latier method is
eainang favour now, the regularity of the tradeswinds iz an impor
tant eonsidergbon; the cost s small and one wind-pump is
considered adequato for the imisation of 5 scres of land; end as it
regquires little mainteance, or mechanical skill, it seems Lest suited
to the Bedouin’s temperament.

In addition to river and rain, Bwre are of course wells and
springs, seattered throoghout the desert, which ere apparently inde-
pendent of hoth rain and river. Sume springs achually burst out of
the rovks, and ane such spring might be adequate [or the imiration
af 20 or 31 acres. But mast wells are of 2 deep varivty. and need
some pewer fur Denging their waler to the surluce.  Only when
their waler is ahundant ean such wells be untilised for cultivation.

The oases in the heart of the deserd usuzlly vecupy depres-
sions, with an adequate water-supply from sprines and shallow wells.
They constitute arcas of sedentary life, where agricultural communi-
ties have been in existence for many centuries.  In time of weuk
central governments these communrities are exploited and hlackmailed
by the nomads.  Many of their villges were built in the form of
large forlifications, though this availed but little,  They often became
vussals, mihulary to sume powerful mribe. At one Gime even the
Faiyum, so elose to the centre of government in Cairg, sullered the
game fute.

Svme nomadic zroups clim ownemship of eerain vases, and
what cultivution there may be is carried out by their slaves or
SETVATILY,

The most suceesslul governments have fuund it necessary not
only fo provide water but also a certnin meesure of educalion.
This does not merely refer to leamning Lhe *“three R's™, hawever
desirable this mey be, but al:¢ 1o Jearning methads of dry farming
and other ways of conserving water resources; [ur, contrary to what
might be expected, the Bedouin becomes very wasteful when he
sees largw supplies of water provided without any eflod on his parl.

16



The provision of scheol education for the children of nomads
duriny their wandenngs iz still in the expenimental sthge. . Trihes
setdom wander in sulficviently large numbers to justfy the provision
of some kind of tvelling school, though there have becu some
attempts in this diection.  Some have gz parl of their orgauisation
a “mullah™ or leamed man, wha is vemsed in the history of the
tribo and its’luws and traditions, He often eets as liaison with the
authorities.!  But sines there iz only one such distinguished indi-
vidual in a tribe, which may be on the move in small scperate
groups duning nine months of the year, he can hardly be expeeted
to {ulfii the additional dutics of instructor.

As vontuct hus, huwever, heen established almest cverywhere
between the Bedouin 2ad the azencies of modem pgovermments, the
benclits of state-sponsored educafion have been brought ta the
nolice, and within the reach, of almeoest all the tribes.  Those who
wish to henefit by sach fuciliies can perhaps find room in a hoar-
ding school, or leave lheir ehidien in the eare of some ol their
relatives who lead 2 fess wandering exsfenie. Bevent slatistics
published by the Frontirrs Administration of Erypt show that school
sttendance in Sioai, for instance, amounts te 8O0 Days und 1.1IH)
girls (total population SB0OM.  Althowgeh the sehools tend £ be
concentrateal  in lanwre eentres Dike ‘Amsh, they  are sufliciently
dispersed throughaut the Sinai Peninsula to be within reach of all
iribes.  Thers t9, however, no information on the extent to which
nomtds make use of such edueation, bevond n peneral statement
that “Bedouins have begun to send their children to the schools in
large numhbers, despite their generzl poverty™.?

The settlement of nomads throughout the Middle Fast is ihos
being brought about by direct aud indirect method. Progress has
not been made everywhere at the same rale. Fairly guick results
have breen achieved in lands which, until fairly recently, weme
devoted to gzoculture, and where water resoeredé are ahundant,
In other cases progress has been slow end chapseterised by a

1. See Ahdul Jalil AL-TAITIL: Bedouinzg end Trilws (n drel Cusairies
(i Arabic) (Cafre The Arub Lesgow, 1%33), po 17

2. See Beport of the Frondicra Adminidratign, EUE: {1937} cupeeially pp.
27 and 22



transitional stage of some kind of seminomadism. In such cases
the Bedwouin divides the year into two parts: ona for wandering
and ihe other for some kind of cclivation. He will prepare the
ground, sow the seeds (usually provided free by the guvernment),
and then depart with his flocks {or a few months, returning Jater
for Lhe lwarvest

But even the Bedouin must realise by now that nomadic life
has no longer the same “atlractions” it nsed to possess. The [ree-
dom it conferred has been severcly curtailed; the nomad can no
[onper reid a neighbouring or distant camp or atlack a caravan
whils the authorities are maintaining their wsual vigilance. He
somelimes prutests that the desert is his own land to do with what
he likes; Lut he does not dare to persist in such a claim. His
Dedouin code is no longer alluwed o govern the afairs of the
nomads, either among themselves or with thewr neighbours. Any
case of murder, theft or crime of any kind is dealt with by the
competent slate suthorities, which apply laws Jspecially enacted to
meet desert conditions. In somo counmmies they may still allow
tribal commitiees to judge special minor cases, but @ member of
the slate administravion is always present et such commitiess.
Litlle wonder then that the number of nomads has been draslically
reduced in the last filty or sixty years, untl it can searcely cxceed
1 per cent. of the Lotal population of the Middle East.

FROBLEMS FOLLOWING SETTLEMENT

As previcusly indicated, mo matier hew desirable it may ba
te setllo the nomads, they continue for some Lime to present cerigin
problems to the State even after they have ecased to wander,

Because a trike ia useally setiled in a well- defined piece of
lapd, it iz able to maintain its original unity and some at lcast of
ita social mstitutions. For & considerable number of years the tribe
dnes net merge with the rest of Lhe populatign, Seme of ita social
institutions, such as tha habit of manmying a young woman to ber
paternal cousin, are harmless emough. This custom is so deeply
rooted, that oo gul can possibly accept an offer of mamiage, even
from a distant relative. uniil her cousin, the son of her paternal
uncle, has given his consent. Ona of the interesting resulis of this
persistent in - breeding ia the close physical similarity of all memb-
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ers ol the same trilie, “The Sheikh of Muzaina says ho has only
to look ut & Sinai Arab to be uble to say which tribs he comes
from.™ Dut a lirst cousin represents only a mun's fitet wile; {or
hiz second, third or fourlh be usually goes farther aheld, hecause
the males have the liberty to take as their wile even a daughter of
the despised fellaheon, whereas their own daughters could pever be
riven fo a fellal,

More objertionable habits, however, slso persist, such as blood-
revenyge, fuuds, and a lack of respect for the property of neighb-
ours. But the most serious problem in the mcently sedentarised
Bedouin society is the prowth of the power of the Sheikh, or head
of the mibe. For reasons of convenience the state authorities often
flecided to deal direcily and solely with the Sheikh. The land for
the tribe wag handed over to him, and he often considersd it or
niost of it, as his sole prperty. He beceme a kind of foudal lord,
wielding eonsiderabla influence over his tribe. He exacted implicit
obedicnce from sl its members, though he wsually mingled such
despotisty with some acls of generosity and hoepitality, The solidarity
of Lhe ribe rather increased than diminished under sedentary cond-
jtions; and loyalty to the State oceupied only second place to ribal
loyalty, Tt sometimes happened that an ambitious Sheikh, turned
politician, was able to excrciso such political powers that he was
able ta bring abdut a change of government. 2

Such a slate of aflairs represents a kind of “feudal phase™
which iz already on the wano and rcannot survive the incvitable
growth of natiovnal censciousness.

NOMADISM IN THE THE COUNTRIES OF REGION?

Emypt

The principal inhabited stea in Egypt is the Nile Valley, ahout
35000 wguare kilometres in arez or 3.5 per cent. of the total area
of Egypt. The rest is deserl and semi-deserl.  The Nile Valley

1. MTINAY, op. cit, p. 35

2. ALTAHIR, op- cit, pp. 45 and 33 The suthor pives v detailed sccount
of 1he diarnptive artivities, in the form of poliical griwlicns. of certein Sheikha
of Jeayg in 1934 end 1936, and the rebellions which ey foatigeted ino Diweniya
gud elaewhere,

1 See alao the npperuiix to the prestnt wrtivle in which the efects of land
teform oo nomadiam in Egypt, Srrie sod lesq ore discussed.
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gupports a population of over 20 million, while tha vast deserts
have harely J00,000, mostly settled in towns and villages, either in
the many oazes or in Lhe centres of administration or minine, The
pomads are officially estimated to numated to number ahout 55,000,
As elsawhere in the Middle East the tmbal or “Aral” pupulation is
very much larger than the purcly nomadie. In the census for 1907
special mention was made of “tribal Arabs” numbering about 6,
000 out of a population of 11,287,000, but this practice was diseo-
ntinued i Fubsequent censnses, probably because there was no
purposo in stresspng 4 distinetion which was gradually disappearing,

The nomadic population of ahout 35,000 i= ball what it was
in 1907, ard consists at present of “tribal sections” only, since thers
is na tribe at present which is whally nomadie, This great redution
13 dur to the faet that the Government has heen actively conecrnad
with the problom of nomadic and inbhal proups for the last 154
years, Lhe result is evident in the ¢onversion to intensive culii-
vation of many distriets that were traditonally pad of the nomady’
territory.  The mast nolzble example 34 the eastern Delta incliding
the Wadi Tumilat {the ancicint Land of Goshen}, which frem tme
immemoatial was the home of wandenng irthes. The sume is true
of the western Della, whose western districts are larpely nhahited
by tnbes of Libyan erigin, ' The establishment of the Swex Cinal
Zomo has created a broad ribbon of settled life in the hearl of e
Estern Desert, {romm which the pomadic population of Sinai add of
the lands west of the Canal have drawn substanlial benelity.

In Egypt the areas of interest for the study of nomadism and
semi-nomadism are fa) the Westerrn or Libyan Desert, () the
Eastern or “Arabian™ Desert, and (r) Sinail.

The Likyan Desere.

The Libyan Desert is a land of gréat anidity almost eompletey
lacking in water rescurcee except in threas areas, mamely the notthem
fringe, cxtending zlong the Mediterranean, s string of osses in the
notthern seclor called Siwa, Bahariya and Faralra, and a string of

L AWAD. op. cit., pp- 230 0. Tribes from Likve osoally eettle west of
the -Wile, sud thare froo Asia el in the testern districts of the Delta. The
only exception i the ITanadi, o Libvan irihe. who were invited by Mohsmed Al
ta aettle in Shargive Province, 0o terininate freie feods with the Awlad *Alz
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large oases in the southumn seetor, call=d the Kharga and Dakhla
(Qases, These oases ore areas of sciiled cultivation and are no longer
exposed to the raids of nomads.

Thus, for the purpose of the settement of womads, the unly
interesting area is the land bordering on the Mediterranean, This
region is reputed to have been quite fertile in classie fimes, and a
pteat effort is being made at present to recover its old prospenly.
A railway fine with a daily serves from Alexandria to Sallum has
helped in supplying many services to (be scattered population. The
principal tribal proups are the Awlad ‘Ali’ by far the most widely
spreed (hroughout the whole area.  Other tribes with o more limited
range are the Jwmei ‘at around Mariul, the Jawabis in Wadi Natrun;
gnd Lhe Suymalus, who are rather dispersed throughout Lhe whole
area, with some sections cumpletely setlled in the Faiyum and
Upper Egypt. None of these tribes is now wholly noweadie, though
some seclions comntinue to wander with their camels.

There are at present several projects offering opporiunities fer
further settlement.  The small rainfall is being utilised to the wimogt
and (he water that perevldtes undermround is tapped and brought back
to the surfice hy wind-pumps. Experiments are heing successiuliy
carried out for providing new drought-resisting varieties of grass for
reising new selected varietics of sheep, The Minisiry of Agriculture
is encouraging Lhe cultivation of the fig, the olive and the vine, A
summer Tesorl is attracting thousands to the exlensive Leaches of
Matmh ; Wadi Natrun is being intepsively developed aa an epricy-
liural, sheep-raising and mining centre. In oll these projects the
Awlad *Ali* ond the other ribes are fully padicipating and drawiag
considerable lLenchte. They eultivate, in addilion, severs! suattered
gardens which supply markets of Matruh zod other centres with
vewelables and fruit. B is also alloged that many of them henefited
from the Second World War by rendenng serviees te the tmaops
the unly romnant of such avtivity at present is their employment in
glearing the area of mines and hand-grenades,

it will he noted thot there iz no praject fur setiling o nomadic
group in any of the oases. Such a course would be unweleome to
botly the tribes and e sedentary cases populution aml vnnecessary
friction would resuli. The poliey followed in Eoypt and elsewhere
in the Middle Bast 15 that the noemad showld be setifed in hiz own

vivirgnment, by providing all possible inducerments there.
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The Euastern Desert.

The Egstern Desert extenda from the Mediterranean borders
in the nodh to the Sudan frontier in tha equth, and from the Nile t;
the Hed Sea. It may he uselully divided by a line extending from
Cairo to Suez, along which o railway line and hrst-chizs road run.
The land to the north of this line, onee an important nomad’s area,
18 now part cither of Shargiya Provinee or the Canal Zone, hoth areas
of intensive cultivation. The number of Lhose pursuing a nomadie
existence norh of the Suez-Cairo railway is insignificunt,

T the south of the Suer-Cairo line, however, suine pomads
etill exist. The provirce, which is known 25 the “ Rl Sea Govers
norate”, has a population of about 200, the vast majority of whom
are workmen, mostly from Upper Egypt and the Canal Zone, emp-
toved an the dilferent mining enteprises. The rest of the popualation,
whose number is not given, but should not exceed a fuw thousands,
consista of Bedowin tobes, known ns the Ma'sea in the ponb, the
Guhaina in the centre, and the "Ababda in tbe south. How many
of them are cmployed in the different enterprises i3 not known,
probably yery few, They practize little agricolture and, feed their
camels, sheep and goats on the scanty grass pafehes in the innum-
eritlle wadis maversing Lhe platrau, and the Red Sea Hills.

The Hed Sea coast south of Suez, however, Las recenlly wit-
nessed a considerable growth of population, due to the develupment
of the oil and other minor mining indusiries.  Dut the oil jndustry,
thouzhi nearly adequate for the peeds of the couatry, i3 not snffici-
ently farpe to create any [urge setlements like those of the Persian
Gulf. Although accurste information v not available, howeyer. it
must be gssumed that the Dedonin kave drwn some benelits from
the increased prosperity of the provines.

Sinni,

Sinai has many tribal groups most of which lead a semi-nomadin
life. At one time ihey engaged in cunducting caravans for trade or
for the pilprimage to Mecca. In those days (hére was o Suey
Canal, or any political boundaries hepveen Cairg and Meeca. Each
tribe along tho route made some prufit and the incentive to egri-
culture wag smafl. Such ectivity is a thing of the past. Both the
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Suez Conal and the Palesting houndary hzve helped to confine the
tobes to Sinai itsell The 17 different tribes enumerated by Murray
are ail of Asiatic oripin', and many of them are cefated to tribal
gections in Palestine, Jordan, and Saudi Arehia on the one band, and
to the scttled or semi-pomadic tnbes of Shargiva Provinee in the
Eastern Delta of the Nile on other. Very litdo interconrse between
the diffirent seclious at prezent

it i3 safe to say that hardly any tribe ol Sinai cun at present
he described as totally pomadie, although few of them engage in
agriculfure with any great vathosiasm. In this -respeel Sinai 18
wspally divided into three scctivns—a nonhemn, a central and a
sotthern.  The northern sedtion i3 the aren of pgreajest settlement
and conlains ahout half the total population of Sinai? There 4re
importent centres of settlemont in Kl “Arish, the capital, and Ruflah,
on the esstern horder, 1o addition to smaller eenlres of cullivetion
which depemd nu the winter raing and the pumping of undergrmind
water. An additionul income 19 oblained by cotehing quail along
the seahoard and fish from Lske Bardawil. Through s area mns
the Palestine Raibway. and the inbabitants live musily in perotanent
dwellings.

In the centul area, dominated hy the ‘lyysha and Haweitat
tribes, there ia some unceduin ramfall which gives litde incentive
to -eultivativn.  In wddiien (here ere some running. springs, and
some forrents tobutory fo the Wadl-el-Ansh, With the kelp of
State the hoth these sonrees have been atilised; and =ome ‘Tiyaha ave
engaging in agriculture in a fairly repular manner.  Progress must
necessanly be sTow and, moreover, much of the work zecomplished
was destroved during the hostilities of 1938,

The soutliern amea lies south of & line extending trom Suez
to the kead of the Gull of Agaba, This pan is indeed the Peninsula
proper, and eoutains the famous Menastery and Setdement of Saint
Catherine, which date from the ume of the Emperor Juslinian,

1. WORRAY, op cit, p- 247,

2. AMMAR, v rity, p. 13B. Alse the bpyptian Stotisticel Hook for 1936,
No, telinhie fizores ore available [or sepurste tribes, ARMMAR, quatizy SHGGATR,
given figures ranging from 12000 in the porthern Tavourghle aection, 1o 2000 ra
4,00 further aouth.
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Thiz settlerment depends mosly on water from springs and wells
for its crops of grain, vegetables, fruit trees and dute-palms. The
same i3 tree of suome other limiled arcas like the Wadi Foiran,
and in all these instances n subslantial sctlement ol nomadie
groups has heen elfected.  Therest continue their pastoral pursuits,
Many have, however, found employment in the dilforent mining
enterprises, notably in the oilproducing plantz near the Gulf of
Suez and the manganese mines near Abu Zunoima.

The Sudon

Al least the porthern pan of the Sudan, with its Caucasian
population and Arabic-Islamic culturs, should be included in the
Middle Fast. It is also a ecountry which offers many interesting
featres regardivg inbal life. Most of the inhzbitonts belong to
a clear tnbal pattern whether they practise cultivation or lead
semi-nomiadic life. Tt is rate to meet a Sudaness who does not
tzke pride in belonging to ona or other of the tribes living on
the banks of the Nile, or west of the river in the provinces of
Kordofan and Darfer, or cast of it ag for as the Red Sea. Many
tribes lead a completely scdentary lifs with permanent homes. hot
many also lead a parlly sedenlory aond parly nomadic life. Love
of their berds and of the life of wandering is too dear to their
hearts to he quickly disearded. lf iz reveriholess quite evident
that considemhle progress has heen achieved in the growth ol
cultivation and of sedentary life, both smong the Arabian fribes
and among the Hamitie Beja.

The Arabian tribes of soulthemn Kordofun and Darfur have
tuv abendyn eamel-bresding, the savanna proving unsuitable for the
hords; they have taken to hrecding catle, and have come to be
known as the Baggara.! They prectse agricullure us well and have
fixed homes, where patt of the triha ulways remains when arother
seetion moves with the herda.

Marth uf the 12ih parallel of latitnde north lics the domain of
the eamel-breeders, who must travel laree distauees to the north in
order {o ublise oyery available potch of prass. One of the most

L. Arabir woerl for thoee whe Leesl o own cows.
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famous of these, the Kababish, wonder sometimes almost to the
Euypiian buundary. They have, nevertheless, their settled villages
and even their “capilal” af Bur, in the less dry area to the south,
In these districls considerabld numbers practice agricullure and
possesy large tlocks of sheep. Thus even the Kahahish must be
reckoned as only semi-nomadic, and this 38 cqually true ol nearly
every other pastoral tribe in the Sudan.

Fast of the Nile and along the Red Sea Hills live the Beja,
the hreeders of perhaps the linest camels to be found abywhere
‘I'hey eomprise four large wribes; the lisharin, parl of whom live
beyond the Eoyptian boundary, the Amar Ar, Llhe Hadendawa, and
the Beni-Amer, partly settled in Eritrea. All these tribes practice
hoth pastoralism and agriculture, the propertion of pastoral nomads
being preatest in the north and luast and least in the south, in
accordenrce with the distribation of the tains.

There have been some lupre irrization projects, notably in
the Gezita beiween the White and the Blue Wiles, in Lhe Gash
Deltu, near Kassala, and at Tokar, near the Hed Sea, where tha
fluod of the Khor Beraka is utilised for imrigation. All theae proj-
ecls have led 1o 8 comsiderable increase of the agricultural populat:
inn, whether Arab ar Heja, with opportunities for the spread of
education and the learning of new arts end erafts, !

Syna

When Syria was wnder rench mendate, the problem of the
nomads wus in the hands ol an officer  stationed in Beirut. The
mandatory authorities, having perhaps too much on their hands in
other lields, did ot attempt to draw up eny special policy for
the nomads, who at that time consisted of 60 trihes of shout 350,
) soula or 10 per cent.  of the total papulation.

Wi Syria become an independent suvercizn State, a definito
policy to deal with the nomards was slarted and was even included
in the Constitution of 1930, anicle 358 of which contains the
fullowing provisioms:

1. Fer o detailed wrevnnt of the irihal growps in the Sodan oo Muohamed
AWAD . “DnfMysion of Areh Iufliencesn in the Sud=n™ io fulfetin af the
Gragraphicel Sorinty of Emype, 1033, Yol XXV,
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1) The Government slioll endeavous Lo sedeptriiee wll nonmds.

2} A epecinl law ehal! ha coocted to crgulate the nfaica of 1he numseds,
uobil their vedentaripstivo ia completeds

{3 A plaa for thre gradao eettlement of Dedvuios shatl L drowa opooend
whall eubetqocnoely be embodied iu o eperinl faw, with 1he oeeoessary budpet for
ite cxecutivao.

(1} Io the eleriorol low special provicinpe ehall be josludes] ta picet Lhe
speeial canoetanees of Lhe pomeds end make it possille for the (o eleet
chiir eopresentatives in Parliament,

Thuz the sedentarisation of nomady became pad uf the
Congtilution of the Land. The law for the rezulation of Hedouin
aflaire, referred to in article 158 of the Constitution cited above,
was enacied on 21 May 1953, and created the machinery necessary
for dealing with the aifairs of nomudic and semi-nomadie groups.
While tho head of this machinery is still- the Minister of the Inter
ior, wkose Tuling iz required [or any major decision. a senior olRcer
in the same Ministry is in charge of a special dopartment of nom-
adic end semi-nomadie proups, with brasches in all provinces, and
gruord - slations in the nomadic areas.  The trihel groups throoghout
tha land were urged to engage in cultivation end boild more
permanent homes: many nomadie proups regponded and beeame
at least semi-nomarlie, while those clzssed as semi-uomadic beeare
almost completely sedentary. Whenever 8 semi-nonizdic group
became sedentary its name was crossed [rom the register of the
semi- nomads, and it became an ordinary settled eominunity. The
number of purcly nemadic tribes has been reduced to eirht: their
rames are gven below in four groups of twe mbes each aceonding
to  thetr loealions in  Syma, irrespective ol thetr wanderings
elsowhere :

(1) The Ruwala and the Hassana, of the Syrian Desert.

{(Z} The saeyven Dulainat and the seven ‘Abadah, in the
neighbourkood of Tadmor.

i The Fad’an Welad and the Fad’an Kharssh, in the
desert bordering the Luphrates,

(1) The Shammar-al-Zor, and Shammar - ai- Khamsah, in the
neighbourhood of Deir-es-Zur.

20



The number ol these nomadic groups is estimated ta be abount

1500001

It seemy cerlain that quick reaults in sedentarization were
achieved in  Syrig, for we lgarn from a reliable source (hat tie
Jezirah in north Syra has become the country's principal granary,
. Onee the home of rvaming warlike Bedouins, it was pacifted and
thrawn open to agriculture only during the last two  decades.
Beginnine in the Second World War eultivation was rapidly expanded,
unli} mow the Jesireh .produces hall the evuntry’s wheat, and a
considerable amount of harley as well2

The “home” of the nomads of Syria lies in the eastern end
nertli-eastrm  distriets, so that a eerlain part of the country is
designated as “Badia® or land ol the Bedouin apd & line could he
drawn détinuting the extent of this temmtory.  Although the area
has leen steadily shrinking as more and mroups have bhecome
sedentary, the conceplion is pevertheless useflul and had # pructicel
application, for the Bedowin ecan enjoy his Jegal prvileges, the
-most mporant of which 15 his right to enmy arms, anly a8 long
a3 he livesin the Badia. Once lie evosses the houndary, he must got
a Spuecial permit in order ta keep his gun just like eny other
vitizen, #and must sabmit in all uther respeets to the exizencies of a
sedentary lit.

The eentral anthoriby  tesponsible for tmbal aftuim is kept
inlormed of all develapments, by means of guard-stativis set up in
different parls of the Budia, well cquipped with telephones for
rapitl communication. These guard stations are not installed for
Yeontrolling” the nomads or their muovements, but {or assistance
and rendering medical and other services. They are also the
geencics wlieh assist in cammying out any public doties, such us the
#lection of the ten members of parlisment assigned to the Badia.

A8 gn example of the services rendered, the yuestion of
miviny education tv tho children of the Hedouing is specially
intercsting and one in which Syna is camying out real pioneer
work., 3ix boarding schuols, exclusively for the children of nomadic

L AL AEKAM, «p. cit., p. 1021, wod Intereatiomal Back for Brconetroctioo
and Development @ The Ecomomic Developrent of Syrin 4 Dallimore. Johos
Hrpline Fregn, 19533, p. 4.

2, lutermotional DBank for Becopstruction asd Development, op ik, po 8
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graups, have been sct up in different parts of eastern Syn mnot
far from the Synian home of the nomads. In these schools the
children are given their primary educastion, food and lodping free
of charge, A further experiment worlh watching with great interest
ig the provision of “lent-schools” with teachers to aecompany the
Bedouins during their wanderings. It is ‘unlikely that such
cxperiments would have bewn attempted unlesa thera was some
demand far Lthem,

The Syrian authorilies are oot relaxieg their effods to
complelo the process sctlement of their nomadic groups. The
next great step is concerned with furpe irrieation works on the
Upper Euphrates, which should supply sufficient water for irmgating
a considerable parl of the Syrian section of the valley of that river,
which is mostly nomadie land at present. [t seems Lhere is overy
reason to believe that the policy of Syria for solving. nomadic aud
tribal problems and winning more and more of them [or sedentary
life is destined o achieve further sucresses.

Irag

The population of Iraq, numheniog sbout 5 millien, is divided,
accarding to one authotity', into—

fa) nomadic groups ; 8 per cont.;

{b) tribal groups (ﬁ&d&ntary} : 48 per cent. ;
fe} nonsribal peasants : 22 per cent.;

{d} city dwellers : 22 per cent.

This would give 2 nomadic population of neatly 400,00,
which is probably an overestimate, Olficial epd semi-olficial
suarces put  the fioure 8t hetween 200,0(KL  and  220,000.2
However, the remarkashle feature of the population problem in
Iraq is the extremely large proporlion of tribel wroups, which
constitute mare than balf the pepulation. At present. thay are, it is
true, mostly sedentary; Lut not very long ago the majority of them

1. ALTAMIL, op. viL p. 7B,

2. loeernations]l ¥aok for Reronstroction awd Deselipwent : The Foonumic
Development af Treq {Baltimsre, Yobon Unpkive 'ress 1952), p. 126
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did very Litlle by way of cultivating the rich svil of o country
which was the home of the most anciest civilisalion based on
agriculture, This must he bome in mind when we consider the
gizantic lask which modern Iraq had te face.

All lragi autharities agree that this encroachment of nomads
fulluwed the Mungol imvasion of the thineenth centuey, which upsel
the system of imgation and inflicted much hardship ou the peaceful
prasant population, The dislosetion of the hasic evonomy of the
country led to the incursion of nomadie groups from Arabia, which
continued th ineresse in pumber and intransigence. Nor did the
substitution in the sbdeenth century of Ottomman Turkish rule for
Mongol mle bong any amclioration. The authorities in Constan-
inaple were too distant and too indiferent and their representatives
in Bashdad tuo weak fo challena the anthority of the Sheikhs of
the Jarye tnbes, who wiclded the teal power in thelr respective
areas. At best the Turkish authorilies were content to allow every
Sheikh to rule his provioee, provided he agreed to collest and
deliver faxes. This save the Sheikhs great awhority and made
them real Feudal lovds.

It is probable that elements of the orginal peasaut populzlion
joined ard heeame pad of the kibal groups a3 o means of paining
protectiun aml prestive. It wus such elemments that continacd to
have u certein intercst in the puluvation of some portion ol the
land ; for even at the worst times the trbal lands continued o
produce somc crops for feeding men and Hocks

The spread of pasioral toibes in Iray was net coufined, as in
Syria, to one scelion of the cownkry. Since the whale of Ifag is
close enouh to the desert to feel ity influence, it is not surprisipg
to hnd that iribzl landa are widely distributed theoughout the whole
Jand, though the southemn provinees have a greater share.

It is thus clear that the roots of feudalism were deeply planted
in Iraqg, where each tribe ovcupicd an ill-defined area, was always
in dispute with other irihes, and was conmulled by a despoti
ehief, 10 'whom alone it owed allegiance. They ilid ot posscss any
legal tille fo the lands they occupicd and boundanes weng always
contested.  Few lands, throughout the whole of Irag, were properly
surveyed and registered,
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The problem was thus not merely to scttle the trihes in the
lznds they occupied but also to carry out a thoroupgh cadestral
survey in order e define the limits of each ares claimed. Hasty
reforme, like that intreduced hy Madhat Pasha 1o 1870 which
aimed at giving the mibes the land they occuopied, failed completely
because no attempt was made ta define the limits of each iribal
territory,

Cunditions beran toimprove alter the Tirsg World War. The
rreat Sheikhs, thangh stll feudzl Jords, became leaders ol political
parlics, wmembers of parlisment, and even cobinet ministers. The
tribal spirit was somewhat abated by the national struggly for
independence, in which the tobal proups participsted, In due
course lands were reclaimed for cullivalion, irrigation canals werse
tleared. large pumping stations were set up along the rivers, new
itrigation projeets were planned, and tribal lands were increasingly
brouglit under cullivation.

A most important measure, hawever, was tha gradual and
aceurate surveying of the whole land, se that it became possible
to define estates, tribal end uther territories, and to issue exact
titles for the owaership of aprieulivral land. Two Jows were enacted
in 1932 and 1938, which gave an accurste classitcation of ell Jands,
whethor privately dwned, or endowed, or state-owned {Ly far ihe
largest calegory), and laid down the nules sod conditions for iand
transters. “The result of the application of these and cther laws™
to quute one Iraqi autherity “was the esizblishment of peaes and
order amygng the different tribes, and the sottlemeut of nearly sl
tho disputes relaling to Lthe ownership of land. This in turn led to
the great advancement of agriculture.™!

But even urder ths new reforma the heads of tribes eoalinued
tovncquire the lion's sbhure of all tribal landa; and owuewbip of
egtales of 10,000 acrez or more remained 8 common featore of
land lenure; Conditions of tcnancy were often wp unfsiv that
peasanls prelerred to emigrste to the towns, where wapes were
more attractive,

1. Hce Hemsan MOHAMED ALI: * Distrihuotion of Land io fren snd [n
Effact om tha Development of ApricoMure™, in Areb Leegua Seminar, op.
cit., p. 236,

2, AL-TAHIH, op. cit, ppe 110 and 111, The suthor meptivos thet sowe
entates gpproach belfo-milfion ecres, net ol coltivecsd.
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The problem began to receive due stteation in the years follow-
ing the Second World War, when 8 decres way issued establishing
2 new scheme known as the Dujaila Project, by which reclaimed
jends, amounting in the inilial stage to 70,000 acres, were distrb-

uted among L0 small propricters. This pilot project was eom-
pletely suceessiul and was Eallowed by similar projects, thourh on
& rather smaller scale.

Apparently the poliey of giving most state-cwned lands,
recently mecaimed, to small pessapt-proprictors, was aimed at
neutmlising any agitation for tho breaking-up of large estates.
The following ®atement cceurs in (he report on the pgonomic
development of Img by the mission of the International Bank for
Heeonstructjon and Deyvelopment ! :

O the whole the Dyjaila scheme has teen copspicuously successful.  There
iz no doubt thet the scttters who formerly were poor sharacroppers are pow far
mwrre prosperous and contented. Most of them are obwipusty proed of therr
accomplishment . . . .

If {pew lands are) rescrved for scitlement by small-holders, they will make a
giguificant contribuiion to (he social and: poliical shabilicy of Trag. They may
make any srong demand for radical Jand reform unbikely in the areas now alcady
poder cultivation.

Nevertheless, there has been pemsistent talk ot land reform 1a
[rag, aiming at Lhe limitztion of estatew owned by one person,
somewhat on the lines of the Land Reform Law of 1952 in Euypt.

The purely nomadic tribes comprise about bve tribal groups,
most. of whicli have branches in Arabis or Syna, though each
branch leads o completely separate and independent existenee.
These proups are—

{1} The Shammar, by far the lsrgest of all. Although impor-
tant bronches live in Syra and Sandi Ambia, the lergest section
lives in Irag.

(2) The Sinjara, parily in north-western Iray and partly in Nejd.
{31 The Zawba, mostly ¢ast of the Euphrates.
(4) The ‘Abda, mosly west of the Euphrates,

{d) The *Apaza scctions, scattered mostly to the west of the
Euphrates.

1, The Economic Development of Frag, op. cit, pp-, 267-208 end 271
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There are two main ‘wandering areas in Irag-the lands hetween
the Euphrates and the Tigms, and those fo the west of the Euphrates.
East of the Tipris there i3 very little nomadismn, althourh some
sentions of Shammar migreted to the north-cast of Baphdad at an
early date,

Whilo the Iraqi authorities are deeply coneerned with the larper
problem of the seitled tribes, which conshitute pently half the
population, they have not neglected the welfure of the nomads,
The main serviee readered bas heen the dizging of soma 175 deep
wells with claborate [acilities for obtainiog. water without pulluing
the wells.!

This seetion cannat be coneluded without reference tu tho Mt
lhat Jraq is the third lurgest oil-produming country in the Middle
Eiuat, and that this has had a great direct and indirect influcace on
iribsl acttlement. The large oil royalues have certrinly helped the
promotion of irtipation projests as well as the development of
industry, holh of which have been preat factors in the inecrcased
prozperdy of Iribal groups,

Saudi Arabia

Spaee does not permit of vwven a boel survey of the Arabian
Peninsule, the tradibional home awd “reserveir™ of Arah oomadizm.
But we eannot avoid some (reatment of the kinydom, whick em-
braces most of the peninsula and which, even before it became an
important oil-producing country, was a great political entity extend-
my from the Persian Gull to the Red Sea and from the Yemen in
the south to Jurdao and Irzg in the north. It does not eonsist
entively ‘of desert  Only two great desert areaa exist, nomely the
Rok® al Khali {the Empty Quarter) in the south and the Nefud in
the north. Otherwise centres of settiement are spureely ar closely
distributed in Wejd in the oiddle of the country, Hejaz and “Aeir

. AL-TALIR, ¢p rit, p+ &5, aod Abhas AXZAWY : The Tribes of Frog
{publiched by the aothes Lo Arghts, Boghdad, 1937 Vol [ g 203 Tt hoy not
bern copmidered oreessery te maks aoy reference to Ltho Knrdish peoples Iiviog in
rilluges amd towns in the northeeast provinces of Trag. althouph ther sare sometimes
miatalcealy desicibed en tribal end oomadine  Aetoelly they live in villages amd
permanent dwellings snd, elthoogh seme lodividoals wove with the focks or
Ligher prozioy in the kills, this @ovement i mimiler 10 what scrure in the Alps.
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SKETOH MAP SITDIVING THE FRINCITAL TRIBLS G SALDI ARATTA
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on the Red Sca, and on the Pemsiun Gulf. There are some wintar
mins in the north and summer raing in the south, and censidarmbla
underpround water which sometimes supplies large gardens of fruit
and fields of barley, and forms scattbred cases in Hejoz, Hejd and
elsewhere.

The House of the Saudis belonws to the great ‘Anaza fribe;
and the tribal section to which it belungs 13 known as Al Massalikh,
whosn present home is in Sytia in the peighbouthood of Homs.!
But.it had alrcady established it«elf in Nejd in the eightesoth century,
when its chiek co-operated with the great Fslamic reformers, the
Wahabia.

The  populaiion of Saudi- Arabia is variously estimated at 3
‘to & million. The truih is probably nearer to 5 million, distributed
over more than I million squure miles.? The vast majority of ths
population, probably ne less the B0 per eent, helong te one or
‘other of the many tribes, numbcring ghout 100 and differing greatly
in size and in the deeree of sedemtursation. Whoelly pomadic
groups probably do oot exceed 250,000. The movoment towards &
more setled eud sedentary life vharacienstic of the last 100 years
was the result of a combination of factors, the most imporiam of
which were the teligious relorming zeal of the Walahis, combined
with the administrative acumen of the Saudis. The religions aspect
is pvident in Lhe name piven te the new type of settlement, Al-Hijra,
which is .the word used for the bejira or immigration of the Prophet
Mohsmimed to medind in the seventh century, Theae Hijras consist
of & kind of oasis, where permanent dwellings have been bullt and
a life of agriculture iy pursued. Each Hijre has, of course, its pwn
name and there are abont 200 of them, mainiy in Nejd and adjacent
lands. Some of them aro quife respectable little towns with zbout
20,000 inhahitants.? Older centres in the same region, like Riyad,

I See Hoie WAHUA : The dralbdan Profesula in the Twoontieth Crenpury
{in Arabic) Cairo The Ta'lect Press, 1935) p. 243

2 Bee K. 5. TWITCHELL @ Soudi Arubia (Princelon, Thiversily Preas.
1953), p. BL.

1. Memerandum I manoeefipe, writtem by Dr Mohamed Mabmoud
AL-SAYYAD, Profersor of Geogrephy ot the Eiog Saod University, at the cequest
uf tha present writer.
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Buradia and Hail, have experienced a similar Tapid growth,
enharced mo doubt by the aclivities of the State and the peneral
prosperity brought sbout hy the oil industry.

The Hijra movement iz unique throughout the Middle East,
both because it is of an entirely entirely nztive inspiratior and
because its principel aim was not the settlement of the nomads
simply for the usual benefits that accompany sedentary life, but in
parlicular as as & meuans of epabling them to live a tmily rdligious
life. It is of eourse well-known that the ohservance of religioys
practices is not among the selisnt pomts in the Bedauin’s. eliaracter,
The result of the movement his been that many tribes like
Tamcem have hecome completely sedeplary and Nejd 18 ne longer
a land of nomads.

In lHejan, Lhe cradle of the Muslim Faith, the old centres of
setilement ke Mecea, Medin: and Tayil havo betomc prest
administrative ceolres; their populations have increased and the
surrounding gardens of Fuit and vegetubles have been enlarged.
The pord of Jedda has witnessed ¢ great fransformation, being the
diplomatic capilal of the Kingdom and a busy thoroughfare in the
pilgrimage season.

Al fAsir is the third division of the Kingdom, lying on the
coxst of the [led Sea between Hejaz in (he north and the Yemen
in the south. It hag 2 summer rinfall of aboit 12 inches, end a
new roevival of its traditional apmcultural life i making steady
progress.  Even the “nomads’™ here lead a very testricled type of
nomadism, heing masly breeders of sheep and oweers of a fine
braed of horses.

Last bui not least of the four divisions of the Kingdom, is
Al:Hasya, the land berdering the Persian Gulf, which has wilnessed
a [ar greater transformation of its living conditivns in the last 15
years than perhaps any other ares of a similar size. The facly are
s0 well known that lile needs be added here to the statement
made above regarding the effect of the oil industry, which indeed
was writlen with the Saudi-Arabian eilkelds in mind.

We Lhus ser that a combination of various factors has helped
te bring sbout the polifical unification of a larger pard of the
Arabian Peninsuls than hag ever been afecled before, and to bring
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it into close contaet with different eultures and eivilizations, while
a strong movement for the revival of Islamie values has arted as a
a saleguard against any deleterious effects which the new materialism
might produce.

CONCLUSION

Tho present survey has shown that considerable numbers of
nomads still exist in aleost all Middle Eastem courtries, Some
vountries have worked out a definite poliey for the sedentarisation
of nomads; ofherm zre telying oo the effeet of the normal develop-
ment of their economne resources and social services,

The survey bas shown that in-addition to nomadism there is
an equally important problem of tribalism. Groups with. a Iribal
oTganisation constitute half or more of the population of Saudi
Arabia, Iraq and the Sudan. It scems desitable that the economie
integration of tribes through zcdentarisation should ke followed by
theiv  social intepration with the rest of ihe pupulation. Bul,
bowover desivable such-a result may be, it should never be forced
but should be left to the more gradual evolution of soaicty and
social institutions, through education, in ull its different sspects.
This process mizht take scveral gencrations, and il pace should he
loft to circumetances. It is wenerolly felt that the tribal spirt
should not be destroyed but allowed to merpe pradually inio the
rabional spitil, through the wsual ce-operative activities of the
modern State.

Appendix
LARD REFORM IN EGYPT, SYRIA AND 1RAQ

The great discrepancy in the distribution ef land Letween larpe
and small proprietors was a common feature of land tenure in Fgypt,
Syria end [reg which led these three countries — the last two of
them quils recently: — to adupt lund. reform logislation,

A reform. was enacted.in 1932 in Egypt, where gamcultural
land is very much more limited than in the oiher two eountricy
concerned and there is a little hape of any carly inerease. Moreover,
the pressure of population in ligypt is very great hoth in uthan
communities and ia the Nile valley, The Land Reform Law provided
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that no landowner might possess more than 200 feddzns (a feddan
iz equal to neatly 1 acre) or 300 feddaos if he had children. Any
property in excess al this Hmit had to be surrendered at a fixed
price in annnal instalments,

The Syrian reform, promulgated on 27 September 1958, also
had the efTect of redistibuting pmiperty, bat includes special features
which are sbsent from the Eoyptian baw. The Symian law differentt
iates hetween fully developed irriguted: land and orchards on the
ong hand, and lands which tely more perticularly on rainfall, on
the vther.

In Sypa a onnsiderabls part ol the best land ia devoted to
the cultivation of fruit, particularly apricols and olives, and the best
irrigated funds can yield two and even threa crops every year.
The:e two types comstilute Ure first category. Ownermhip of =uch
land iz pow limiled to 81 hecars (rowghly equal to the Egyptian
linith, with anodher 43 kRemares to be divided among wives and
children living at the time the law comes into foree, or burn within
300 duys after its promulgation. Fur the other eategory of land,
whose water supply is depenadent mainly on rainfall — by uo means
very plentilul in Syria, and confined to the winter months — the.
maximum holding is limited ta 300 heetares {abow 720 acres), and
a correspanding proporlion for wives and ehildren, SF any.

It is catimated that the aew land ehould provide some 3,440,
000 grres of land for distdbution amone landless peasants, small
landdwners, graduates of agricultural eclleges and trmbal growps
which are weolved, in one of the schemes for the settlement of
nomads. Lunds which serve sueh a purpose ara thus not confined
to those that have vet (o be rcelaimed, but plso ineludw those alre-
ady poder cultivation.

Land refurm was promulgated in Irag on 1 Qctober 1958.
The Iragi law follows the Syrian pattern in distingnishing between
lands irricated by rivers and canals, and those that depend on rai-
ufall, which are mostly situated in the north-eastern districts. The
limit for the former i3 1,00U donums (or ahout 250 acres) and for
the Jatter 2,000 donums (abont 200 aeres). The hgures are quite
alise to e standard set up in tha laws relating both te Egypt and
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Syria. The principle of fair compensation is also recognised, so
that is oo conhscation of land but a iransfer from larpe owners or
small ones or to landless peusante.

These Jaws will have an imporiant effset on the problem of
the settlement of nomads and semi-nomads, These will no longer
hava te wait for new asgdeultoral lands to be reclaimed ard new
immigation projects to be earried out. There will he available for
them, a3 well as for poor sharecropper on large estates, scvers)
millions of avres of apnculral lands in lraq and Syria, which
could be utilised to hring abeut the required social changes in a
much shorer time than would have been the case if they had had
to wait until fresh Jand= were reclaimed.



RESUME DES RECHERCHES ARCHEOLOGIOUES FAITES AUTOUR DU
FORT KOM EL DIKXKA EN ALEXAHDRIE

Par
LEZEK DABROWSKI

La place quoctupe sujourd’hui le fort Kom el Dikka se
trouvait dans 'artiquit? au centre de la ville, dans le quartier des
monuments publies. Aux environs les plus proches, se groupaient
les plus bsauux édifices, eomme le gymnase, le musies, le temple
d’lsis et de Sérapis, ete. Tout prouve qu'ici méme on a contentrd
fout ce gui glorifait le caruelite monumental de Ja capitale des
Prolémées,

Au Moyen-Age, Vétendue de la ville {ut rédoite d'wne (ngon
considétable, Les murs de Penceinte arabie n’entonrérent que la
porion ouest de I'Alexandrie romaine. De eeite facon, la place ol
se hrouve maintenant le ford Kom el Dikka #ail 4 époque extréme
sud de la ville {pl 1)

Aux XIX et XX socles, Alexandrie pot wn nouvel cssor,
a=sez TATemant v an cours de PHistoire, ef atleignit un dévelop
pernent beaucoup plus grend enecore guaux temps Tomaind
L'emplacement du fort se trouya de nouveau au centre dune ville
florissante. Comme le role sumtégique du fort est nul, les autorités
de la ville entreprirent alors de chanter le curaetire de ce quartier
en "sdaptant dux besoins de la ville. On ohserve dume un ellon
tendant & restituer 4 cet cmplacement son caractére antigue de
centre. Il parait done utile de rassembler et d"analyzer tous les
matériaux archéalogiques coneernant lu eolline du fort Kom el Dikka,

Ces recherches out été ¢ffectudes par DL G. Hogurh,! E.
Breceia, 2 ot A, Wace.? Biem gue les résultats de leurs travaux,
conlenus dans leurs rapports, ne ripondent pas i toutes les questions
—surtout en ¢e gqui concerne Parchilecture de la ville antdigne—ily
sont ntanmoins sulhsants pour rerdre compte de la formation do
cefle eolline.
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I me semble uiile de siter lous les points sur lesquels
on a elfectué dea fouilles, dans wo plan commun (pl. II) et
d'é¢tablic en wulre une egmparaison des  profondeurs de  ces
sondages (ph. IV), D¢ cetie facon, je l'espére. on pourra mieux ge
figurer Ia position .des objectifs retrouvés par les archéologues, et
fociliter en méme temps la conclusion.

RECHERCHES DE D. G. HOGARTH

Sundage d

Yers [a fin du XIXeme sidde, D. G. Hogardh entreprit une
série de sondagres sur e fermain d’Alexandne, L'un d’eux, fait sur
le cidté sud de la e Horreya, se irouve tout prés-du mur nord
du fort Kom el Dikka. Ce sont les plus aneiennes recherches sur
¢r trrrain, dont les résultats nmous soiemt connus. L'shsenco de
dessin de la position de oo wondage n'a pas permis jusquaujourd’hui
Intilisation du résultat dv ces recherches® Aprds maints essais, Jai
rfusi & retrouver cette .place sor fe plan contemporain (pl. i1, 1 ot
pl. 1Y) et & exploiter cusuite ces résultats, Le but des recherches
de Hogarth éait.de définir les origines des lragments monumentaux
d'un bitiment en brigues gui se trouvait alors sur la pente nond—est
du eoteau du forl.

Il eommenga les sondages au miveau d'ure cavité situfée aw
pied de lu colline 5. Les sondapes furent faits A I'side de tunnels
souterTaing, conduisanl hoprontalernent zu fand de da  colline,
Maolheureuseruent, on n'a pae marqué sur le mappord les niveaux
dea points pariculiers, et c’est pocrguoi je prends, dans mon travail,
comme puint de dfpant du commencement du sondage, la hauteur
approximative L1700 m. au diszos du niveau de la mer {pl. 1Y, 1)
Par contre, !n plan.des sondages est donné cn mamjuant la direction
du tunnel 4 1'aide d'azimuths.

Pendant deux mois, frois tannels furent creusds. Dans e
premicr (pl. IIL A), on a retrouvé de magnifiques murs en briques
extrémement dures. Lis sapeurs, qui preacient part i ve travail,
porent beaueoup de difficulté avee oo irur qulils me pouvaient
percer.  Hogardl) uffirme gqulon a browve une construction gigantesgoe.
II fut impossible d'avancer plos loin
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On ereusa le deuxidme lunnel 2003 un arc ruing, qui existait
encore alors (pl. IT, B}  Au point C (pL. III), on trouva une mince
paroi en brigues, perede a0 angle droit d'un trow rond de 1,00 m.
de diamfdire, en porfie rempli de terra.  Cette cheminde dluit fermés
dus ‘trols autres gbtts par de gros murs qu'on ne peuvait pas
pereer. An point D (pl. LI} on découvrit un autre trow d'un
diamétre de 0,76 'm.  Ici, on lruva sussi les murs de quelges
prands édifiies. Lea saperrs descendirent dans [a cheminde G jusqu'a
la profondeur de 300 m. ol so trouvo une enirée, menant & ume
grande pitce jonchee do terre. Dans le mur opposé, un autre
pussare ¢lait wisible; mais il fallat iptwrrompre les fravaux & cause
des couches epaissed de terre, difficiles 4 remonter. Cette pisce
#taif entource de murs. Le plafond e¢n bnques étsit bicn conscrvé
On peut supposer dune que la prtsence do toute ectte terre n'y est
pas I'cffet du hasard,

Hoyarth est d’uvis g'on a relrouvd im Jes restes dun
fnorme bahment—puut-fre d'une résidence romaine tandive,

Il suppose enzuite que la terre Lrouvée dans édifice § fut
apporice exprés, pour étfacer les traces d'un vol. T suppose aussi
fque, sous les fragments déconvens, se trouvent cngore des dfages
plus profunds.

Les conchesions de Hogarth ne semblent pas fondées. Ce
girantesque hitiment est probzblement d'origine beaucoup plas
tardive. La terre o pu y flre répanduo en 1840, quand Mohammed
Al fir batir le fort, exactement sur ¢ méme emplanement.

Je reviendrai encore sur ces questions vers la lin de mon
travail, aprts avorr pesst en revue les wulres fouilles qui curent
litu autour de Ia colline du fort Kom el Dikka.

RECHERCHES DE E. BRECCIA

Aprés la premiére guere mondiale, Evangto DBreceia explora
entre aulres ['emplacement situé entre fe mar est e la mosqude
Nzbi Denid] ct la collina du fort Kom el Dikka® {pl. II, 2, 3, 4).
Le but deo ces travaox ilait la découverie du fummhean d'Al-xandre
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le Grand. Tous ces sondages ont été faits trés profondémenl, 4
Paide d'un planchéiage en bois. Mais le rapport est court: il ne
coptient ni descriptions détaillées des objets retruuvés, ni dessing
lnstrant des foullleg imteresszntcs. Uno -petite esquisse, ol ni
U'grientation ni T’échells ne sont marquées, ne pout nous renseigner
guapproximativement.  Seule, 13 mesnre exacle de cerlains niveaux
par rapport an-niveau de la mer, permet sujourd’hui de retrouver
exactement la profondenr des soodages.

Le mérite des recherches de Brecgia consistn surout en ln
description  exncte de {3 couche la plus profonde, contenanl sang
doute les londations dépormes édifiors d’époque ptolfmaique,

Sondege 2

Ce sondago {ut exiéouté tout prés du mur est de la mosquée
Nabi Daniel” (pl. 11, 2). Lo ierrain monte ici jusqu'a + 1700 m,
environ an dessus du nivean de la mer. A la profondewr de 13,30
m., Breccia trouva de la terre avee du sable, contenant des &léments
oTganiques, ausaj bien que de-pelits ploes de ealcaire. Il y tronva
“de nombrenx éclats de marbre, de tessons d’épogue byzantine ct
ambe”” Breccia ne s'ioturessa pus 4 ces couches, et c'est pourguod
il ne tint mime pas comple de la succession dans laquelle ces
fléments furent découverts. Entin, 3 la profondenr de + 3,70 m.
au dessus de la mer, 1l trouva de vastes fondations et des troncons
de colonnes caleaires recouverles de stuc. [Paprés wn petit plen,
on peut se rendre compie qus [es direetions des murs retrouvéa
g’écarient un peu de la directton drs rues romaines.

Sondame 3

On a commenct ce sondese & + 17, 87 m, au dessus de
la mer {pl. 11, 3 et pl. TV, 3J8. A la profondeur dr 14 ., cest
i dire au niveau de 4 17, 87 m,, jusqu’a + 3, 87 m, on a constaté
la méme disposition du lerrain gue dang les sondages 2 ot 3 818-
meats organiques, pelits blocs ealeaires, nomhrenx évlats de marbre,
Hrectia me s'intfressa pas & ces couches. Seulement, 2u nivesu de-
4 1 87 m.. on a reirousé des fondations copstmaites avee de
prunds bloces.
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Lea résultats de ce sondage sont presqu'idenliques aves ceux
du sondage 2. Ce qui nous permet de consiater qu'au niveau de
3,87 m (c'estd dired 4 m. sous Je nivesn des rues Tumaines
¢{ & presque 6m. sous le niveau de la rue Homreya d’aujourd’hui}
se tronvent des restes de prands édifices, presque cedainement
d'tépoque ptolémaigue.

Sundage 4

C'est le pandage le plus profond de Breccia, & DPest de la
mosquée Mabi Daniel (pl. TL, 4)°.

Lo terrain monte jei imperceplblement jusqu’a 4 17, 89 m.,
et le sondage ful oxéculé jusqu’a + 0, 68 m. La profondeur du
sondage atleignit aloms 17,21 m. {pl. IV, 4). [Ivi auvssi., Breeeiu ne
nous donna pas la description des couches traversées. Seulement,
su niveau de k5, 69 m., il a déconvert la surface supéricura d’uo
four & verro circulaire. Son fond se rouveit au nivean de -+ O, 68
m. Le four Hait rewnpli de cendres et da débns carbonises.  Brercia
fut complitement eonvainen que ¢'elait ki un élément dune verrerie
et supposa gqu'éte datait du II éme siécle de netre ére,

Lea résultats de ces fouilles sont trés intersssantes, car les
aondares de Wace ont wussi mis 3 jour une énorme verrerie an fond
de la calline du fort Kom ¢f Dikks, mais dans des couches besveoup
moins prefondes {pl. I, 5, & T, et pl. IV, 5, 6 et 7). Serait-il
poszibla quiil existal ici des verrenies successives — 'une dans Pant
iquité et I'aotre mille ans plua ford, su Moyen -Age? Tout de méme,
la découverte d'un geul Elément sitné plus profondément gue Ies
autres, ne suflit pas poer servik comme preuve de Pexistence d’une
premiére  verrerie, distinete lautre de car la  doewmentation
archéologique n'est pas suffisants.

Apr*s aveir fait ces trois sondeges, Dreccia conslata avec
regret qulil n'avait “ren trouvé”, et ’est pourquoi il commenga de
nouveuus sondages de Vautre ¢bté de la rue Nabi Danich Cette
mantrre de procéder étmt hebitnclle anx anciens archéolegues, gui
cherchaient plutit des objets précicux et ne procédaient pas toujours
ayee naothode.
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BRECHERCHES DE A, WACE

Durant les années 194748, des reeherches archéologiques
furent faites autour de la colline du forl Kom el Dikka (pl. 1L
5, 6, 7, 8,9). Leoa travaux furent dirdpés par-Alan Wace, au nom
de VUnpiveraité d'Alexandrie 19, el 5 sondages furcnt exfeutéa au
pied de la colline, c'est § dire an niveau de 17-19 m. an-dessus
du piveau de la mer. La profondeur des sondages était d'environ
8 m. done, les résullsts se rapportent en pinfral a4 'épogue du
Moyen Age. Le rapport de Ware contient Panalyse détuillée des
objets dicouverls, et dea dessing, I manque sculemest la déterm-
mztion  des piveaux es eondages parliculiers -en wrelation aveo le
piveau de In mer, e# qui rend difficile la définition exoote de leur
pasition. Ce qui est le plus importunt dans I travail de Wace, 'est
4 constatation qne la eolline ol se trouve aujourd’hui le fort Kom
el Dikka reeouste Jes restes d'une grande verreric des Xl-XV
sitnlea,

Sondage 5

Ce sondape fut amoréé & l'angle est du fort, tout pris de la
pente escarpée de la collice, ¢d d. au piveau de + 17,50 m. au
dessus de la mer (pla ILS et pl IV, 5).

En descendant jusqu’ant pivesu de + 900 m. environ, on ¥
a trouvd beaucovp de veisselle en werre ot des tessons glazords,
Les couches do diéhris de verre semblent moatrer que ¢haquo annfe
on lvs ruzsemblait en ce point. A la peofondent de 9,00 m., on a
rencondrd enlre autres des fragments oo murs, un sol recouvert da
stue et des ossementy. Wace suppose avoir lreuvé A oo nivean les
couches de la [ére époque des Mamlouks.

Sondage &

On 'a fait an sud-ouest du fort, sur la peote da la colline,
commencant § partir du nivesu+1700 m. environ (pl. IL, 6 et IV, 6)

A la profondeur d'un mbtre, on a trouvé un cimetiére.  V'lua
profondément & 6, OUm. (Cest 4 dire depuis + 16,00 m, josag’d
+ 10,00m. env.} presque ia méme conformation de gonches a éate
aonstotée que dans le sondage 5.
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Wuce 2ouligne que les couches étajept parfaitement horizonts
ales. Le caractre du tesson était eculement un peu différent de
celui du sondage 5.

Saadage 7

Ce sondege se (rouvait prés de la pente de la colline, au nord-
ouest du lori Kem ol Dikka (pl. I, 7). Tadopte + 19 m, au dessus
de la mer comme niveau-ds commencement du sondage (pl. IV, T},
dont la profondeur atteint 8 m,, c’est dite 11 m., caviron, Méme ai
le nivean commencement du sondase n'dtait pas exact. on n'y est
en tuus cas pas parvent au niveau des rues romsines qui, elles, se
trouvent epviron ou mivesu de +7.90 . gu dessus de la mer.

A un mMre de profondeur, on a découver de la terre répandue
of cnsuile des couches horieontales, comme dans les sondeees 5 et 6,

On a trouvé beanvoup de vaisselle en verre, da tessong glazures
et de fragments de ciramique. Clest done le (roisiéme sondage con-
fittnant Texistenve dune verrerie d Pintedeur de la colline do fort

Kom ol Dikka.

Sondagr 8

On & fait ce sondage wous fotme ‘de deux vanaux Ctenify, prés
dune ruclle gui monte sur la colline {pl, LI, 8 et pl. IV, B). La pre-
fondeur de ¢o sonduge n'était pas grande. On y a pénidré jusqu'au
niveau de 133 m. environ au dessus de la mer, cn conslataut
sculement Pexistenee d'un cimetibre anténeur au XIleme sitele.

Sonduge G

Co sondage a été exéeutd au sud — est du fort, prés de la rue
Abdel Moneim (pl. II, 9). Le lerrain se trouve e & + 17,00 m.
environ au uu dessus de la mer {pl. IV, 9). A 3m. de profundeur
g trouvait la couehe de terre ordinaire, Plus profondément, deux
inurs en picrre, superposés, mais de direction différente, Le mur
supérieur date, selon Wace, du Moyen Age tardif, mais le ‘mur
infigieur, an niveau de 47, 5 m. eoviron, apperenait 4 quelque
maigon d’bebitation duy Veéme siécle.
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Il fant souligmer que la direction de ¢e demier mur, ainsi
que iz nivean de sa base, étnient les mémes que celles des rvés
romaines. On peit supposcr alors qu'd Iépoque byzantine (IV —
VII 4.) s'élevait ici un quartier reésidentiel selen lo plan romain,

Si les sondages de Breeccia ont déterminé le niveau de prands
bitiments ptolimaigues; ceux de Wace, par conlre, ont révélé que
I3. majeure parlie de la colline provient de I"aceumulation des dat-
ritus d'une grande verrerie du Moven Age.

CONCLUSIONS

Ces reclhierches n'ont mis 4 jour qu'ume parie de ce que
cache la colline dn fort; mais {out de méme elles sont sulfisantes
pour expliquer son origine.

A Vépogque ptolémaique, le lemrain éait prokablement plat,
gbrit 4 Pest par 14 grande colline Kom ¢l Dikka, [ était reservé
aux édifices publices, On trouve les londatives de ces hiliments
aux miveaux de 0,00 m, jusqu's -} 4, ) m. au dessus de la mer.

Sur "époque romaine, les neuf sondages autour de la eolline
nont apporié ducune documenlafion,  Brecria peree la couche
remaine #ans y faire attention. Hoparth et Wace pe sondent pas &
cotto pmfbndﬂqt‘. C'est pourquol on ne peut titer de conclusiong que
sur la base des recherches faites le long des rues Nahi Daniel, Hor-
reya et Abdel Moneim ', On y a déconvert des traces nombreuses
de monuments, eolonnades et murs romains, eo qui confirme ia
supposition qu'i cette époque on v construisit de nouveauw goadiers
d'édifices, mais 4 un mveau plus élevé, et en changeaut en méme
tcmps la dircction des rues. Les restes do ces hitiments se trouvent
au nivean approximetif de + 7, 00m. 4 + &, 50 m. au dessus de
la mer, c’est & dire & 1,50 m. sous la rue Horreya actuelle 12,

A Pépoque hyzaunline, aprés J2 chute de Vempire romain, co
lieu il presque complétement désert. Néanmeing, il but soulipper
-qt'on. a consfaté, sous la mosguée de Napi Daniel, la préseuce d'une
citerne d ceu, constmita i ectte.fpogue et réparée 4 '"¢paque arabe 13,
ainsi que d’un vestige a’habitation d'épogque byzantine (point 9, pl. II).
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A P'époque arabe, ce rrmain fut ococupé par une grande née-
Topole mustlmane, dout Vexistence est eonfirmée par besucoup de
sondages. Verz le XM-éme sitclo on y o commencé la fabrication
du vermm et de la poterin. Cette fabrication a dit se perpéture en-
viron jusq'au X¥éme siéele14. Le rassomblement annuel des éclats
de verre contribua sans dout 4 Pauzmentation du volume de la gol
line, Pl ¥ présenta un schéma des différentis couches de la eollios
et do leur tapport approxmatif. Probsblement su AVIeme stdele,
on 8 commencd 1 utilliser ce terrain, déji alors devenu colline, com-
me objeetf militaire, & cause de-développement de Partillerie.

Dans les mimoirea d'uni ngénieur francais, Gratien le Pére 15,
nous trouvons une remangue interssante. I mentionne un prand
hitiment, selon =on expressions un “palais miné”, gui anrail fté
cncore visible en 1798 14 od se trouve aujound’hui la poste de la e
Nabi Daniel. Cétait peut-étre 'flément prinripal du systéme de
defenze de Vépoque turgue; et il so pent gue Jus trouvailles de
Hoparh (pl. IL 1 et pl. U} en pient fait aussi partie.

En 1798, Vcxpédition de Bonaparte adapta I’aneienne forcresso
4 weg besoins: et, vers 18H), Mohammed Ali suréleva gneofe e forl
qui, depuis lors. domine tunte la eolline.

Yespite que ce petit essai facilitera les sondages et mesures
archéologiques quon peurrait exdcuter pendant lenivellement de co
Lerrain.

Fin tunt guarchitecle, jo veus souligner que la spécification
de recherelies archiologiques en Afexandrie exige des measures tnis
exactes et la plus ample documentation quant su terram. Cetlo
vigle deviait ftre strictement appliquée, et les résultate enrichiront
gans dowte Thistoire de edtie vills qui & joué un si grand réle dung
1a culture miditerrancennn.

Nous pouvous dire gue la eolline du fort Kom el Dikka, née
au Moyen Age de la main de homme, est devenoe un sbo pour
les vestiges architecturaux an-iens, Ello préscrve jalossement, jus-
qu’d ce jour encere. les secrets de Vantigne Alexandrie.
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ARAB CONTRIBUTION TO LITERARY CRITICISM

By
M. Z. EL-ASHMAWY

Since we are to make the Arap contrholion to literary cri-
licism our igsus, we must bear in mind that it §3 at times dilficult
to disentangle it from the chaos of the general sriences of language
especielly Balagha. We want to stress the faet that the really valu-
able material in literary eriticism existed hefore literary eriticism
became corrupted into the dry seience of Balzgha.

By criicism Lere 16 meant 2ll the writings which either attempt
e analyse, appreciate and judge a literary text or offer a significant
iheory of literature. Balagha, however, is pnmarly a formal science
which is cuncemed exclusively with fermal disiinetions and glassifi-
cations of the various fizures of speeches.  We shall haye to exclude
a priod eoy brok which has-other ohbjeetives thun literary criticism
espeeislly il the atms it pursues are theologicall When we say Arab
contributivn we mesn by the word Arab all the writers who wrote
their booke in the Arabic language wresqective of their race,

In &2 hurnied survey of Ambic literary enbeism like this we
need not linger long st its prmilve stage. In the sccond hall of
the sixth century A. D, when Arabic poetry was in its flowering per-
d, a sorl of elementary criticism ean be obsernved. For sometime
before [slum, there was a grest number of markets over the desert
whers many people of different mbes used fo aszemble and recite

puetry.

The vourts of kinpgs in Hira und Ghassan nsed to encourace
antient poeld to recite their poems in the presenca of kings. The
judpments which were usnally passed on poetry at these assemblies
can be considered a sort of rudintentazy coticism. In that period
the Armabs, induced by sudden admiration, ueed to pass quick jude-
menls on poels so Lhat a poet might be considercd the best of all
thanks to one verse or one poem only. Every judgement passed on
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poelry, il3 meaning, construction or nusi tapresented. at that period,
a sorl of ¢otiism, but one, which was purely arbitrary, not baged
on afyucmentation or an invesligation into peeulinr artistie qualities

of the work

With the appearance of Mukammad the Quran was so comple-
tely different trom all tho existent forms of literature and poetry that
is absorbed, hoth as a new form of literature and as the religious
creed of the Prophet, all the minds in its contemplation. This brou-
sht ahout a natural pavse in poetic activity.

In tho times of Muhammad's caliphs, groups of arabians used
1 go to Almadina where they discussed and admired the great pocts
of the pre-Islomic priod. Sometimes tbe Caliphs themselves took
part in the discussioms. Omar the second Caliph, conaider:d “Al
NMabisha™ the hest poet and when he was asked why, he sald, "It is
because he never inserted unnecessary words, always avoided the
uneouth in poeoy and never praised o man unsworthy of prajse.”

Bat whatever we may say, criticism remained pamitive and
made Titlle progress until the last years of the Gret contury of ke Hijra.

We can say that eriticism entered, at that time, 2 -new phase
and -began, as il were, o new life. By the end of the first century,
the new Islamit way of life had bred a cerain kind of peaple, and
the way was paved for them Lo do researches io a number of dilfe-
reat directions, Awmongst these scholars there were grammarians
and philolomsts. Work on the Arabic grammar way begun. and
non-Arabs welcomed the new ecience and began to study it It was
not long before the oew science grew and branched oul, so that two
main scheols of thought appeared: one in Baara and the olher
in Kufa.

The twe parties stndied Arabic literature snd tried to deduce
and bring te licht rules of prammar, different derivations of words,
melres and rhymes. Most' of these prammarians were not only
concerned with the linguistic aspeets of words dand syntax baot they
also passed occasional judgments o certain:pnems. ‘Avhasa el Fil,
for ‘instance, was a. relator of the puetry of Jarir and Farazdag; Abo
*‘Amr ibn al ‘Ala’ and Yunus ibo Habib made many good observa-
tions in literary criticism. We cannot meglect montioning the great
work of Al Asmad and Abu *Amr ibn el *Ala’ in collecting maost of
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the per-lslamic poctry and prescrving it froon lose. Tnoso doine,
they collected wlss !l the olieervations and judements that had heen
passed on poetry before their time.  These srommanians went much
deeper in the enjoyment und appreciztion of poelry than their
prediecessors.

One of these srammarians and philoloriss s IThn Satlam
al Jumahi d. 230 {AC HA He was not merely a gravimanan Lt
also a te'ator and cribe. Ilis hook Tshagat Al Shwrara’ 15 cansi-
dened to b the Arat buok on Htemoy enbicism and 1z lareely
reproscntative of the oritical ubservatigns ob his contempornries.
He possessed some of the guabities that every enie must have, and
waz aware of some of the principles on which emticism should he
lged,  Jt needed in his opinion long trajaiog and experience. A
rritie mest e an vxpert on hiz subject and woell-versed in tho
practice of kizs are. In gther words laste aline does not mest the
requircents. bat ruust be sepplemented by expevience and Jong
sty

The srcand and most important point sicessed by Thn Sallam
15 the mmpadance of verilying the porctiral btz and of asredainigs
their oripin.  ‘Lhis is, in feck the fiest atep in textual enideism and
muzt he the fondition on whirh any such criticiam is based, He
directed » violent aHack at the manner in which the Arabs had
rollected their pocley and  also guestioned 1he correctness of many
of the texts.

Tha vther important pont an [ho Sallwm’s book s the division
vf poets into classes. With recurd to ime pouts were either Jslamic
ot pre-Islamic. He tried to ooty the poets oF eidier era in elusses
apeording to the gbundance and excellence of their poetry.  Also
the place of vrisin fuund csmsideration in his divisiona

1hn Sallam. however, like &ll the previons entics, failed to
support Judinments he passed oo poets and poetry by analysing the
texts or diescmibing the gqualiies of sach patlicolar poct.

Thaunka ts the attempts of Ibn Sallam, coticism cortainly made
a step forward, especially as regards questions of venfication and
the elamsification of poets.  What we miss in les book however is
eriticism in Lke aense of a discernipy study and a methodical epp-
roach, The himet ettempts at method are oot t9 he found earlier
than the [burth century -after Hijra.
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Al Jahiz (d. 255 A.H.) who wes one of the leading Murtazilites
and wrilers of bis time med in bis book Al Bayan wal Tabyyin to
give a picture of criticism in the pre-lslamic period and the lirst
century after Hijra. The criticism of that time, he mainlained was
elemenlary, but 10 & marked degree sound and convinciog as it
emenated from pood and praclical literary 1aste. Tha eritics of
that period, according to rime, managed to disenver a mumber of
real artistic defeets in versea and te give valuable zdvice to oratars
and poets,

The other part of Jahiz's pook was an echn of the intellectusl kife
of that period. At that time, the mosques of kufa and Basva wers
oot coly places for womship and administration of justice, but also
schools for the teaching of Tanguage, prammar, tradition (Hadith)
and jurisprudenre, aa well as places for relators and narraters to
relate, fo the sudience, the stery of the Prophet life und conguests.
The Leaders of theologieal schools and religious division used to
oo there for dialectical diseussinns, and nomber of pueple attendad
to learn about the dilferent branches of knuwledge. Anyone whe
spoke before the sudicnee in the mosque had to possess the ability
to express himeelf cleatly, to attrect listeners and persuade them.
Thus u new kind of study came iuto being to show thr gualities
an erator needed, and to point cut the defects of ditferent epeeches.
Many ohservations on speeches were regidtered in the bouk of Al
Jahiz which can be divided into four main eections, disecussing
all these principal points namely :

1. The correciness of pronunciation and the defects cansed
by deformitics of the vocal organs.

2. The correct use of language und the musical relstions
exizling between words, with considevation of the defects resalting
from the use of dissonant words.

3. Synlax and ths ralstion hetween words and their meanings;
clarit, concisoness of specch; worda suitable for dillerent audiences
and hnally the relationship betwesn the kpesch and ity sabject.

4, The appearapce of Lhe orator and his gestures, [n the
theorctical observations of his beok literary eriticism is latent, but
no, explicit. His book does nnt desl with the differenit speech.
fails Lo define the qualities of 8 good poem and te develop a
method of practical literary eriticiam.
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As for Ibn Qulaiba (213—276 A.H) we notice thst is o
eertain measure of independence and orginality in the apparently
ressonahle ideas which he expounds in his baok *Al Shi't Wal
Shu' ara’. Unfortunately, however, he does not apply these ideas
jn his sctnal criticismm.  Still he had a really seientifc spint and
urged people to form indupendent judpments and to uze their own
powers of appreeiation. He attacked the philosophars’ method of
critivism, or rather the attempts they made to use furmal logie in
the appreciation, the eriticism and the writing of the langnage.
Very concernad about literary tasts, he tried to save and protect it
from the regidity and formalism of logic and philesophy.

Tha abvious defect of Ibu Qotaibs’s wiitings is his excessively
mational method. His thoushts on the theory of Literature are gicher
and more fertile than his sensitivity to lsnguage. Most ol thess
general ihonghts on the theory of literature are found in the
introducion of kis hook. Yet when be begins writing sbhout poets
all he bas o offer are biographical nates, adorned with examples ho
addices {from different pocts.

In the same period, mention wmost be marde of the Pnnee
Poct Ibn Ei Mu'tazz, not hecavse he was a eritic bul because the
influence of his book “Al Hudi” on the general trend of Arabic
criicism was cousiderable. He was the first to bnng to light
the real nature of the dispute befween the moderns and the
tmditionalists which opriginated since the ceotury ol Hijra.

lbn El Mu'tss: divided the principul elements of the
seience ol Hadi’® ioto three different sections, each dealing with
a dilerent subjeet

1. The melaphor which 18 pillar-stone of poctry.

2. Waya of expression sonnoected with the form only aod
not with the essence of poetry itself. There are three of thern
in hiz book :

() The “Tajnis” which is the complete or parial conformity
of letters or promurciztion of twa or more words.

(by The “Mutabaya” which 1is ihe use of words and their
oppositcs in one vemwe or sentence.

{c} The similarity hetween the first word of the verse and its
last word.
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3. The dialectical style which takes the form of & logical
arpument.

Io his bhook, the metaphor which 15 lled “[ali’ara™ iz cons-
idered the most important elemwent of poelry in. peneral. Poetry is
threaded throurh with metaphors which are to poetry what orammar
14 tn Janguage.  The pateral disposition of the Arsbs Ienda itzelf to
metapherical expression.  This {eadency enhanced by the preat
poetical talent of the accient poets has achicved great offeats refarred
often Lo 33 *oricntal imagen.’

It has Len suggested that he assimilated some of Arnistotles
lileas on melaphor. This ean be portially accepted. For, Tha El
Mu'tazz had a pure and unadulterated Arabic taste, and his attempt
at elucidating the adificey of Badi’ had the unmistnkable stamp of
eTiminality.

Qudama ibn Ga'far (272 - 337 AHi). »a the coptrary, however,
waz completely cnthralled by the new philosophisal manner of
thought. It is obvious that he wus extremely fond of lomic which
made ils appearance io this period,

He suys of poetry. in his hook “Nagd el Shi't", that it is
tegulat speech with metres. rhymes und mesnings, Then, proceeding
to am explanation of this delinition he says (hat it is a kind of speech
because poetry is a form ol speech; that it is in melres to distineuish
it form that which is not metrical, in thyma o distinguizh it from
mefrical spesch: which is  wnrhymed, and has finally meanings to
distinguish from that which has all these slements withmtt express-
10 & Toeaning.

He (urther states the four elenmwents of poetry which are in
his opinion (1) words {2} metre {3) rhyme (1] meaning. But then
he finds that he cught on the relationship of some of these simple
elemenly to one another, and  introduces new elements which he
calls complex elements, and which aro also four in number.

1. The suitebility of words and meanings.
2. The suilability of words and metre.

3. The suitahility of meaning and metre.

3. The suilability of meaning and rhyme.
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Having set up thiz plan, which 18 appailingly like a statistical
areamrememenl, he proceeds to explan both the simple and complex
elements af poriey.

The teader of i book “Nagd il 8Lt will see thet the
attempt of Oadama rerained lormal and wes influenced by the new
current af philosophy and lagic to which a certain typs of mentality
waz suhject in Dis tiine,  Hiwever, those who folluwed Qodama’s
pystem were uat the ceitics of the foudh eontury, but the Rhetoritic
ars wha cunie aflor the Gith eentury.

The first products ol meihadical eriticism are 1o he found in
the fourh ceatury AH. i the “Mowazana”™ of Al'Amidi  (4.371
ALY god the ~Wosata™ of Al Jerjeni (d. 366 AH)

Tiie new systematie toeatment exemphified i Al'Amidi’s baok
relies tor ifs eriical appooach om pure Arsbhic tiste ond onoan
essortially preetical way of analysing aml edticizing literary toxta.

AUAniAls mmethod an the compunson botween Abu Tammam
and AlBubior ia to adihace the agnunents of the suppoiters of each
peet apd the reasons they vave for their stand, fllowed by 2 study
of the faslts unid the portic plagianisrs of hoth,  He usaally checked
e correctness of the tevfa hefore Lo proceeded to eribcize them.

Critical comparison thus bevina o be worthy of considerstion
mud study with M Amidi . His criicism was whally governed by
the pature of (ke poctry of Abu Tammam and Al Buhton, a port-
¥ which represenis a new allempt to enmich elassical poetry by
hew Teatirees hut metely  resilts in equeering tadirional thouwsrhts
and ideas into pew fooms and constroctions, AV Aoidi pestricted his
comparison to adislic and pactic foawres. What gives kis compar-
ison its value s his success in poing beyoud the poetry of the two
poets compared to a sorl of eomparziive study in general. Tha
method -of adducing comparable exumparable from the pootry of
the forerunners enlarges the seope of his jcomparison and wives it
the scientific valuv of accuracy. The enteria gwhich guided him in
his work were Lhe tradition:l models, his wide knowledze of Arzhic
poetry and his cultivated literary taste. His “comparizon” standa
unique among works of ils Kind.
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“Ali 1bm “Aziz Al Jurjani’s study in his beok “Al Wasata hain
gl Mutanabbi wa Khussumihi” c¢en be rogarded- more as a logical
defence of Al Mutanabbi than a practical study in criticism. He
fullawed Lhe method of mentioning the merits of his poel beside the
defects of others without puing ‘beyond that tn the apprecislion of
the subtleties and hidden minutize of poetry. In pleading on behall
of Al Mutanabbi, in affording arpuments and in Gvercoming those
of his antagonists, Al Jurjanioverooks ithe necessity of interpretat-
ituns and analyses. We owe him many impordant and uscful 1deas
on the theory of literature.  Moreaver, his honesty, his (air judgment.
gnd his imparielity have increased the value of his study snd
imparied 1o his work the qualities of scientific research.

We may sstely .say that Al Jurjani’s purpose in dealing with
plegiarism was the same as that of his predecessors in criticism,
namely to seize opportunity for a thorcugh comparison bétveen the
ancients and the moderns, illustrated by an abundance of useful
details in the form of guotations fromn ancient poetry. The last
parl of his hook represents the essenco of 2ll he has watten in the
field of ¢rificism. Here the reader tinds himséll confronted by a
real attemnpt at mediation hetween Al Mutanahbi and his antagonists
As far ag criticism is concernded it depends on textual and practical
studies, Al Jurjani tries to examine, one by one, the main ceosures
passed on Al Mutanabhi’s poetry by his antagonists. He applies.
here o direct, practical and analytic method of cotimism which has,
in contrast fo the dry theorctical appruach we have observed in the
precedipg chapters, proved a complete success in handiiny the
subject matter of this pard of his hook.

After the suceessiul endeavours of A’ Amidi and Al Jurjani
one would expect Al Askari®s hook “Alsina’atsin’ to he at least, a
eunlinualion of the ascending line of pragress in criticicismi. Yet
Al Asker (d. 395 A.H.) undertakes a different atlempt. Of the
direet road of practical ¢riticism which depends on  parallelism,
compariscsn and nnalysis, his book eonstitutes a reversel to the dry
classifeakion of the various kinds of Badi and to the interpretation
af the ditferent eubjects of the science of Balaghs. Al ‘Askan’s
book is, tp a preat extent, the same type of work as Qudama’s
Nugdishi’r. Doth of them represent a systematic method and the
didactic manner which is interesting in its defimtions. His extensive
knowledge of previous Arabic puoetry belps him in interpreting
(Qudama’s classilications by giving examples of each kind.
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However, Al ‘Askari sometimes hits on the right idea, but that
happens only when he detaches himself involuntanly from the
conception of CQudama and the Baleghiste and summons all the
liletary talent ho haz. He is really guite suceessful on the preblem
uf poetical plagiarism and utters the following, quite sensibla view:
“The meamings of poetry wre common amoeng the rational.  The
good meaning may cecur to thavulgar, Nabatean and Nepro, and the
choice and distinetion belween them come to light in form and
postic expression’. Jt is n successful idea not to allempt to trace
plagiarism in common ideas that oceur to diflerent poets but in
constructiona that give the commen ideas their peculiariies and their
characicristic [eatures.

all in all, we can say that aba Hilal Al *Askari hos followed,
in his bank, the methad of the Balaghists whe depend on the did-
actic approach, gving directions hy means of definitions and explan-
abons of the terms of thetorie.

This znceeseful contyibutions of the fourth century will leiar
us to a tnumphant elimax in the Bith century in *Abdul Qahir
Al Jugeni's theory of construction (d. 471 A H. 1078 A.D.) in his
two hook “Dala’il Alijas” and X “Asrar Al Balagha”. We are
cntitled 'to cell it a climax because everything preceding *Abdul
(Qahir i3 a sort of tsing and ascending, and what comes alter him
i5 like going down a steep. *Abdul Quhir's achievements in eriti-
rigmt and the character of Lis research have led us to regard tum
as 2 land mark in the history of lterary cntivisin.

it may appear, from the title of “Abdul Qahir’s beok *“Dala’d
Alijac”, that it is a hook oo the dugma ul i%az or & Luook written
to demonstrate Lhe uniqueness of the Quran. It may also be true
to say Lhat Lhe emergence of the research on Balagha was due to.
the tendency dominant in theological circles which was intent in
provinyg that the superiority of the revelstions is literary as well as.
spiritual, Morcover Moslim theologians have always been in need
of the best literary style possible in order to be able to explain to.
the peopls, in exprossive and abiractive words, the meaning of the-
Quran, Tha fact that the Quran iz the source from which different
kinds of seience such as philosophy grammar and rhetorics bave
cmerged, s also true, but this does not mean that each of these
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scicnces has remained independent and restricted by one aim ooly,
‘which ix 1o show the dogma ol ]'j;:x, aud ‘that have no ohieatives
which (ranscend their primary purpose.

In Dala’il Alijaz, ‘Ahdul Qahir shows that reseurches aimed
to prove Lhe umqueness of the Qursn outght to he hased on a
renerel methad of literary criticism as it is applied of the analysis
of nny other litevary test.  Ahdul Qahir founud that the only way of
draling with tho intmifability eof the revelations was 14 dupead on
the tight ennception ol the nature of literary cxpression, He also
dresy our attration to the importance of poetfy and grammar as to
the (wo keyvs hy which to lay upen any bidden literary problems
and ohiain their comest sitwation. In “Abdul Qahir’s npinion, litera-
tore i= the ant of languaee  Therefere the methad of its stedy should
be philoloaieal and artistie.  He sfates that Janguage is wot an in-
coberent ma-8 of words, but a conperted systemn of relationships
hetween farma. Without merphologiesl factors the individual words
of the lanvuage are meaningless and are unable to provide any
Aefingd seqge. Thos the vniguenesa of the Quran and the seperio-
rity of literary expression are not, in Abdul (ahir's opinion, due
ta the suitnbility of words, whether sirmpls or compound. hut to the
merits of veraia traits of the eomposition itself.  He intenda to deny
the npinion current among his predecessors in criticism and parti-
enlarly with Aljchiz (4, 255 AL H.) when he eonsiders that eloguenee
is due to some gurlites of the words themselves, Dwelling on the
point of wonds and meaningy, ‘Abdul Qahir asks the reader to con-
termplute, aldng with him, the uss of a particolar word in more Lhan
ane eonstructian, and he led ta the zdmisajon that the value is.not
iatent in the word iteelf, but a cunsequence -of the suilability of tis
use .in the context. This is what cur modern eritics of today used
to uay.

Words sre, therefore, as “Ahdol Quhir says, receptacles of
meining, are, as it were, servanls and atlendants of the meantnos,
When ‘Abdul Qahir speaks shout the meaning, he does not mean
mere intollecinal apd emotional aclivity, but does mean in inteller-
tual and emotional acuvity that provides the pressute against which
the author achieves arlistic eflect,
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‘Ahdul Qahir insists, therefore. that when the Qurin states
that it 13 inimitable it does ot mean that it 15 imimitable in its
words or in the sueceasion ol its sounds, but that it is inimtable in
ite meanings, that is to say. in the festures of its ecomposition aud
the zsuperiority of its consbuction.

Form here what we call the theory of construction emenges
It iz the context in ifsell Lhat is the only repository [rom which
vvery possible shade of beauty in Literature comes forth. To prove
that *Ahdul Quhir depends v a therough investigation of the philu-
logical traiis and tries to show, through interpretation gnd analysia,
that literary cxprassion varies aesthcheally and emotienally aceord-
ing to the differences of these philological trmts,

‘Abdul Qdhir's philozophy of lenguage has vatablished the oe-
peral Jonndations ab Arahic erticism. It i3 the only thesry whicly
can be safdily applied in our modern days without any =ense of
hesitation or fear. It has established a general entenion which, in
very hriel wordz, is the process of siralinising and making sot the
mezning of the aontext by the pewer of peresiving emational god
arlistic features that Tie in the struchure of the langiouee itselll This
is the general criferiont in ‘Aldul Qahki®s theory, Bul the theory
alone did not eatisfy him.  On the contrary, biz superniority a2 4 erific
is due to the feevour with wihich he pursues every problem by sub-
nutting it W anulys=is and explaining it. The organic unily cha-
racleristic for bia work consists in abuolute relisnce on 2 general
theory of language,

In spite of the considerable diferemces between Ihald'il Eff-
jaz and *Abdul Qahir's other hook Asrar Al Balighas, the latter
containg the elemenla of beth his methnd of enticism and his
praehcal analysis,  Asrar Al Halagha gives the interpretatioms, What
pives Astsr Al Bulaghs its value is that its author displays-his groat
literary skill. in the interpelation of the terms of Balagha, and de-
pends before ull, un a practical analysiz and cultivated literary taste,

After *Abdul Qahir critizisin entered- 8 new phase in which
one can rarely find the practical study that depends on acenrate
coteria even in the work of Ibn Rashiq (d 463 A.H.) or Diya' ad
Din Ibn al Athir {d. 637 A.H. (d 1239 D.C.). The progressive
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evolution of a safer and more rlahorate systcm of eriticism haa
bern trapsformed in Al Sakaki’s kook “Milsh Al ‘Ulum” inte the
barrenness and sterility of diy classifications and didactic laws of

Balagha,

In this research we have tried to distingoish hetween criticism
apd the science of Balagha. Our aim, it will be remembered, was
to disaociale eriticism from other sciences of lanzuage which wera
used, at the beuining of their exiflence, as tosls of eriticism.

The word Badi “which pnmarily meant *The New™ and from
which Abu Tammam’s school derived its mame became, after Ihn Al
Mu'tazz had charaeterzed its main features in his book Al Badi, a
new indopendent science which acquired traiia of the didactie cassi-
fications of Balagha the first branch of whieh it became. In Asrar
Al Balagha, *‘Abdul Quhir distinguishes between: the simils, the
mr_d.tup'nur und the analomy l:lﬂmthil} on the one hand, snd the
embelishments of Badi on the ather. He has found in the first
gréup {(tho simile, the melaphor and the analogy - tamthil) tha tools
which render the expression elear and explicit. Misunderstood by
tha [ollowing generation he iz alse, though inveluntarily, the fathre
of Al Bayan (clarity) which heeame in Sskaki’s hook the second
branch of the Balagha

The origin of the third branch goes to gnother misunderstanding
In denying the value of words as individual words and eonsidering
the inimitability and superiotity to lie in the nonstruction ol the
context which 15 the only way of deciding the meaning {ma™na},
‘Abdul Qahir bhay wnintentionally paved the wuy for Al Sakaki
who eslablished, on the base of his evidential examples, the third
branch of the science of Balagha called the science of Mu'ani
{ Semantics ).

Tha definite scparalion of these three branches does not take
placo until Al Sakaki (d. 626 AH.) writes his book *Miltah Al
‘Ulum™. Sinee then our literary enticism remained in the captivity
of dry-¢lassification of Balagha until our modern literary rebirh came
into cxistence at the past comtury. This rebirth depends on the
revival of the elassical Arabic herilage sad il imitation.
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The traditional school of rhetorieal eritieism which limited ils
subjeet to the fromal brenches of Balaghe : Badi, Davan and Ma'ani,
was prevalent in the ht stages of this modern regidh. The leader
of Lhis scog] was Al Sheikh Hussein Al Marzafi {d. 1307 A.H.) the
author of “A! Wasila Al Adahiya”. His bock is not ¢nly a study
of the three branches of Balagha but it includes as well, a large
cellection of quotationa frum poetry and prose the interprelation of
which paves the way for practical analymis and literury taste. A
quite large nuniher of the greatest men of letiers of Lhe paet gener-
ation .2, Dr. Taha Husscin, Mustafa Sadiq Al Rafi and others were
influenced by this hook. They learned how to distinguish by means
of thetorical methods of criticism, between different kinds of
linguistic expressions, and how to compare encient and modemn
poets, tracing the plagiarism ol the latler.

Qur writers and critics, who bod a European culture were
not satished with rhetorical conventional lingwistie e¢nficism and
they started making avail of the Europeas copceplions of literary
eriticism in studying and uttacking traditional puets soch as Shawqi
and Hafz. In their applied criticism they deslt with the from of
the Arabie poem, its vontents and the way it develops, The Jead-
ers of this school were Al*Aggad, Al Mazny ‘Abdul Rahma Shu-
kri. In their opinion amongst the requisites ofia good poem were:
ofganic unity, sincerity, the avoidapce of exaggeration, artificiality
and inflated lanpuage. This school, however, did nst give any
consideration te the new literary forms which had begun to eppesr
graduzlly, at the begining of this rentury, like the novel, the shor
story, the essay and the drama.

Béing influcnced by Yrench and Furopean culture, Teha
Husseiv was the first to establish the new seientilic method in study-
ing history of the Arahic literatnro. He also unchained enticism
from the caplivity of the rhetorical methad and paved the way fn
gesthetic apslysis of poetry.

One should not forget what the Lebunese dispersal in the
United States and South America produced. The Lebaness poets
aided in (he resaval of a new conecption of literature and criticism.
The essays of Natima in his book Al Ghurhal were an effective
factor in altacking the non-literary eriteria which wem prevailing in
the 19th. century and were threatening to stifle imagipalive Lhought.
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In the early Lhirties of this century when literary eriticism
becume dissuctated from Hulaghs and tawght as an rutoncmous
subjact in the wniversity the interest of scholars was directed to
it with a result that a sumber of acedemic thesis. apd dissertat-
ionz were written on the subject

Atter the death of Taho Ihrehim whe was the lecturer io
Iterary critictam ot Coiro  University, bis lectures were published
in a hook ealled “The History of Arabie Criticism until the Fourth
Contury of Hijra”. Taha Ibmahim's book is the hrst to muke the
fundamental distinetion betwecn the Arabic literary cobicism and
the scicnee of Halagha, In 1048 A.D. Mandur publiched his [oét-
oral thesis on- the methadicy] erifeism of the Arabs which mainly
depends on the [ourh cemtury of Hira and in psrticular on
Al'Amidi and ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Al Jugami. His is, in fact the first
aeadermic study to deal with our history of chtiwism in a mature
and scientific spirit. Few years later, influenced by modern French
aegtheticians, Mundur called for the aesthetic method in eriticising
literalure. At the same time, Khelalallah pointed out the necessity
of applyins the psychologics! method in. opticism.  Many useful
and detviled discussions between the two scholum ¢an be found in
Maadur’s book “Fil Mizan Al Jadid” and Khalafallah's book “Min
Al Wyha al Nafeya",

We must not forget to mention the still ideclomieal tendency
noliced in some of the younzer generution of critics like, for insi-
ance, M.A. Al *Alim and A, Anis in their book “A) Thaygafa Al
Haditha" which roveals an gver valuation of contént and undue
negleat of aesthelic considerations.
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THE FIRST CULTURAL CONTACTS BETWEEN EGYPT
AND THE WEST IN THE 19" CENTURY

{A Study of their Origins, Trends
and Efecly on the Emptian Society)

Ay
GAMAL EL.DIN EL-SHAYY AL

When Mohemmed Al came to Lgypt for the first tima ho
was a young officer in Lhe Auglo-Turkish Expedition which was sent
in March 1801 to dove the French out of Lgvpt. Mohammed Al
paticipated in severnl baltles with the armies of three countries ;
Une of them was an omental country, hut it was a rotten one,
whose armivs consisled of 8 very strange mixture of nationalities
thut lacked. homogeneity, mudem organization, and, above all, good
Yeaderzhip. That conntry was Turkey. The other twe countries were
oceidenials, each competing with the other te gain hold of Eeypt,
breanse due by ity excellent geographical localion, it waa the key
te the Fust — the [and of their dreams. The armies of these twe
nations were very well organized, equipped with e most modem
weapoos of the time, and above all, had good compatent leader-
ship.  These: twa Govntries wore Knglawl and Franee.

After the French withdrawal irom Eoyvpt in 1801 Afohemmed
Afi remained in Iyypt as un officer in the Turkish army and e¢loscly
watcked the struzsle that arese between three other powers : the
Turks, the Mamlukay and e Brinsh. it was very evideat o bim
that rhesr three powers were struguling for their own henchit with-
out any due regard for the wéllfare of the ¥pyptizn people.  He
nlso saw anmther power that lurked behind the secnes for thres cens
tuties, entl which was finally awnkened by the Fronely expedition,
This was the Egyptian people. Mohammed AN Dlelieved that Lhe
futnre of Egypt rested with this power, provided it had a good
leader to Jead it and organize it

The Egyplians soon recognized the superior talents of Mok
med Af, and when Lhe conflict Letween the FEgyptians and the
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Ottornan Pasha reached a crisis, the Ieadere of the Egyptian people
approached Mohammed Ali and told him that this Pasba should bhe
removed, end asked him to lead them provided that he aceepted
certain -couditions that they set down. AMohummed Al ot first hesi-
tated, hut gota zecepted the offer.  The Otoman Pasha was soon
removed, apd the Sultan was forced o confirm the choice of the
Egyptian people.

From that time on Mohammed Al began to plan for his
future reforma, which may he cenpsidered to be to a cerfain extent
g conbouation to what the French had elready bepun during their
brief sojourn in Egwpt. In his refoms, Mohammed Ali chose a
moderale approach. He was not & fanatic and did not insist on the
old tradifons and methods betanse he belived, ever sinne s st
confact with the wesi, that the best way to inctiute relorm i by
imititing the west. However, ho did not copy everything from Lhe
West, and did not laok to the western eivilization a3 a complete
stbckpila of reserves fo draw upon inotder to inaugurate these
reformsa, but zather eombined the things that he thought best to suit
hia plans together with the heritape of Egypt as a wortking context,

Some biogrophera of Mohommed Al such as Macauly, pointed
to Mohammed Ali s an example that inorder for a nation to progress
it is pecesasry for it to essimilate and teach the western sciences,
Others, however, have glso pointed to Mohammed Al that inorder
for a pation to progress it is pecessary Lhat it should not enly copy
the west, but not to cut off ila past from its present. In other words,
it must tis-up the past with he present. To illustrate this they
said that the: Epyplian reformer taught the modern sciences n his
schools, but that be taughi them in Arabic,

When Mohammed Al began his rule the only educalional
mstitutions were Adi-Azhar University, a few other mozaques in Cairo
and the big cities, and the elementry schools in the villages. When
Al-Azhar was (loutishing in the 1Uth, 11ih, and 12ih centuries, it
tanght zll the sciences; hut in the 18th and the beginning of the
i%h centuries ell the activities of the ‘Llems were concentrated m
tha tcaching of religion and linguisticg.

This briel contact with the west immediately left its impact

on Egypt, and even the enlightened Sheik of AlAzhar — Sheikh
{fman AI—‘.d.?;ar by name — admired the French methods of science
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and hegan i regand the studies piven 8t AL dzhar as essentially
uselens and of mo pareclical value. Together with: his stuwdents he
begar reading new western hooks trenstated inte Aralie and began
ty- have a more enforced beliel that the country must ehange s
values of knowledpe, and that new things wmust be shudied to rep.
lenish' what Epypt lacked.

Mohammed Ali subseribed whole-hearedly to this view and
began upening now schools, but chose the students and the Leachers
fram the old. institute of Af-Azhar. Mulammed Al began a new
era, bul the relations ‘whith the Sufter woere not vet setiled, and ‘he
faced several pressing problems:

The army which he found in Egypt was a strange wixhire of
Mamiuks, Albeninns, Circagions, and s0 on. He was planaing to
revive tho Ottoman Empire trom ile deeadent slumber, but belicvad
that awch a thing could nwot be accomplished without the help of o
gond strong army. aod a powerful flect modelled sccording te the
western ways. He also found that the Epyplian economy aod the
former policies to be quite inefiicient and decadent

Dut with hard work he seon bepan to get some resulls.  This
economic refirm was mainly based upon the nationalization of 2l
sources of produetion and the povernmentzl monopolization of most
cconomic wnils within the couotry. That way reforms were relati-
vely easier. But he was preatly in peed of adminisirative officials
whoe could understand the pressing meeds for reforms, and who
would have a [eeling for his desires and hopes, and who would
know Lhe western reforms that would most elliciently ht in Ecypt.

But Egypt lacked such a group of administratorm, and Mohom-
med Al had to solicit the sevices of foreipneme. Huwever he was
quite hestlant to obtain a great deal of forcign help, and believed it
nat oight to have so many loreigners working in his offices. Many
of them despife their mililary and econaomivc quelifications conldn’t
guite recognize the eims of the Egyptian Government, and they
might have willinzly, or unwillingly hampered his activitica and
delayed the achievement of his objeclives. They also might not
have been able t recognize Lthe mililary and economic organizations
that Egypt] was badly in need of. This might have been due to
thoir iznoranee of (e Arabic language and the mannen and customs
of the pcople concernad.
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Apar from that, Mohammed Ali did oot trusl many of the
{uteigpers for he helieved that they had their own personal interest
before that of Exypt which paid Lheir selaries; and above all each
il these foreigners used o recommend his compartiols, wha also
uzed 1o draw vory lLigh salares. Sioce they did not koow the Arabic
lanmuage, there was the additional expense :of paying for interpreters
to help them in porforming their work.

These wore some of the reasona which enforced Alnhammed
Al’s belief that the number of these foreizners should he limited
and that they should he replaced as soun as posgible by Egvptian
officials. There were otler reasons, of vourse, paramount among
them was the fact that many of Lhese foreigners proved to be charla-
tans. To illustrafe thiz poinl we quote Edward Guan who whila
speaking of the Epyptian Expedition in the Sudan had this to say
uhout these foreign physicians :

“There were 8 number of Greek and Nalian vagabonds
ducompanying the vrmy while moving form one place
to another,  They claimed to have koowledge ol medi-
ving while in fact knew nothing obout even the rudim-
entary principles of medivines. Instead they were simply
a buneh -of deeeitful men who exploited the people
lhrough rheit pratense (o be doclors.

In facdl six of those physicians died due to iheir
ipporence of the illnesses of that part of the world,
which is indicative of their lack of koowledze about
megdicine.”

Mangicur Hamont, the direstor of the Egyptian wetrenary
school & the ume of Mohemmed Al sad in his book, “L'Egypte
apus Mebemet Ali” about the physigians and pharmacists whe were
appointed to work in the healih department which was newly built:

“Tewo thirds of them were not qualifed; they did not
have any scientific or medical diplomas or certificates,
bt on the eontrury, one of them was simply a nurse,
a second was a director of a (elegraph office, a third
wea A shoemaker, and a fourh wes a waiter in a cofles
shop in Caire.”



Mr. Hamont continues to szy: “that any foreigner who
userd to land in LKgypt and didn’t have a jub was
appointed a pharmacist ot a physicisn.”

Mokammed Ali eaw very well those things and soon began
to think uf some methods to pot nid of those foreigners, at least
the unlit part of them, and ta replace them with Egyptinna, For this
he took seversl zleps.

At lirst he paved the way for the translation ol many of Lhe
Larepean bouks into Arebic or Turkish inerdir to ensble the
Egyplians to study then and berefit {from them. At hrst he asked
gome of the forcigners. living in TFypl 1o Iranzlate some of the
imporant works. but they proved careless gnd luzy. It 1s said that
vne of those lreaslators teok five years to lronalate o work that
could have easily been done in six months.  Being cager to schieve
this reforms as quickly na possible Mohamered Al wus ot satishied
with this method especially if we bear in mind that many mistakes
were sommited in choosing hooks and in Lthe inaccurzey of the
teanslations due to either theirignomnee of the lenguage they were
ramslating [rom or to, ot through their ignornee of the material
transieted,

The second method he lllowed wes to send zome Egyptisn
missions to the dillerent counmiea of Furope fo study the sriences
whith he wanted to transmit to Egypt, in order that they may be
able ta replace the foreimiers when they come hack, and inerder
to translate whatever oyt neads of these seiendfie works.

This method proved vory truitful, and many of those Eryphiung
dild take in faet the place of those Forcieners, sud they were yery
industrions aud sineere in Lheir works, Yet Mohummed At made
sute that these Faoyptians were competent in their ficlds before e
allowed them Lo practise, and he used to ask each one of them
belore practisime to translate a work in his own field from omo of
the Buropean languages inte drabie or Turkish. But despite the fact
that thiy method was frunful, yet it wasn't o methed that fitled inte
Mohammed Al seheme of achicving reforms in the shorlest possible
time, Ittook a long timte for those Egyptian men to get their training
and he was in pressing need for effective reforms.
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His new armry and Aeet were in need of hundreds of officers;
hia new factories needed thousands of skille labourers; the irrig-
ation problems and plans, the need lor construetion and the building
of berrages needed many welltrained enginecrs. The mew schools
needed hundreds of teachers specialized in the diflerent seiences, The
health depariments -needed an army of good -physicians, end se on.
Could -Mekammed Ali send these Lhousands of Egyptans on miss
sions to study in Lurope, and if so did the Budget of Egypt al
that {ime enable him to do so ? This, however, was not the most
practical way, epd so be toed another expenneat.

He therefore, asked the foreigners working in Egypt to eup-
plement their work with the feaching of Egyptians the sciences and
the arls iliey knew, in 6der that in the Jong run they may be able
to take their places. One of the orders issued at the lime required
lho foreign ofhcers to orpanize the army and Irin the Egyptian
ulficers and soldiers; the foreign physicians to work in the bospitals
as well aa to teach ; the fureign men of industry to work in the
Egyptian factories and also trein the Epyptian artizane.

Secondly, Mohammed Ali began te build pew echosls to
teach the Egyptians in Erypt.  He nilt different medical, enpineening
agriculhural, and military schools, as well'as a gehool for Linguages.
With these colleges builty, he found it necessary 1o expand his
elementary and secondary schools to prepare more young men fur
these colleges and univelsities.

Through all those metheds Mohammed Al was able to
transpart some of the western civilization to Egypt inorder to fulfill
his ideas and plans of referm. But although he transmiited the
west to Egypt, he did not swing Fgypt to the west, but strongly
preserved. the Lgyptian spirit and tradition, Many tmes ho mixed
the good of both, and thereby built ligyptian renaissance on strong
end correct loundations.

MNow we can aek the question: to which country in. Furope
did Mohemmed A4 look for help when he attempted tu weslernize

Egypt ?
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If we can answer this yuestion we can recogniee the kind
of Europegn culture which influenced Egyptizn culture during the
wholn of the 1%th eentiry. The leading evuntries in FEurope during
the late middle ages mand in the begimning of the modern Gme
were : Enstand, Frunce, and the Ilalian Republics.

As repards Envland, we koow that she didn’t think much of
having relations, politically speaking, with Eyypi until, at least, the
gceond half of the 1M eentury. "Wo ican take w= an exception
the role played by King Richurd the Lion Heart during the Crusadis
and the fricndly refations hepween him and Sefudin, for this kind
of relaiion was inspired mainly by the spint of the age snd the
iualy of chivalry.

After this thed crusade, the relatons between Lnpland
and Emypt were completely cut off. By the second half of the
18 th contury we hear spain of rome attempts by the Bonsh to
renew the relations with Egypt in order to usa the old land routs
goross Euwypt to reach India. This rout had many advantages,
and one of them is that it was by far the shorteat, and this hited
into the luve for speed which permeated the spinit of the nineteenth
century. especially after the industrial revolulion.

At this same time France hegan to sense the importanee of
Feypt, and thereby an undercurrent competibon developed Letween
those two countries over the colomzation of Fzypt. The most
siriking part of this competition appeared elearly i thut atrugele
which ended with Lhe evacuation of tha Erench ftom Feypt in the
year 1801, After this evacustion, the Brtish truops hesitated to
withdraw, but were forced to do so after a shwort fime. These two
atternpts may explain why AMohammed Al did not look towand
Britain for help while achieving his reforma.

We mentioned vatlier that Mokaruned Ali took part io the
batfles which ended in driving the French out of Ewvypt. and alter
succeeding them in the rule of Lgypt he no doubt appreciated what
they were trying to aceomplisli in moforming Egypt, However, be
was still suspicious of (hem espediatly sinee the number of French
civilizns living in Esmypt preatly diminished in numbers after the
withdrawal of the French Expedition. It was natural, therefors,
that Mohammed Al did not lum to the French at first. But we
shall zee Iater on Lhat he preatly depended on them,
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Mohammed Al then did not leok o either Franca or England
at first, but turoed o the lalians on whom lLe depended greatly in
his firet years of ascéndency. There were many measens  that
compelled him to de so.

The commereial relaiipns between Italy apd Euypt Nuunshed
even [rom the times of the middle ages. Up to the tims of
Mohammed Ali there were many Italianz living in Egvpt, cspecislly
in: the Epyptian end Syrian poris, and the Italian lansnage was
spread thranghout Egypt. Mareover it was the lingua franca, and.it
was the offcizl. languuee even of the non-Ialian eonaulates,  Alse,
the Haliang who lived in Leypt koew Arabie, and the Egyptian
people in the porta spoke Itakian. Rifuta Ar-Tekrawi says while
speaking of Aloxandria in his “Joumney to Paris” : *Most of the
people in matkets of the eity speak Italian”

When Molemmed Al began hia first step to reform the arniy,
lie opened-a school in the eitadel to teacli and main the sony of the
Mamluks. and besides the mililary aria thut were being taught in
that school, instruction was piven in cerain lsnzuagres such as
Armabic, Turkigh, and Italian. Thus the Itelian lunsuage was the
firet European danguage Lhat was being tavght in the new schaols
of Mohammed AlL.

Weo shall zee laler ulso, that the Italian languare was tught
in some other achools such as the schools of Bulan, Oasr el-“Ain,
the school of enginecring and some of the other military schoals,

And when Mohummed Al hezan to send his missions to
Luropn his hret two missons 'in the year 1809 end 1813 were seut
to the dilferemt Imalian cities ssch ge: Livorne, Milan, Floremoe,
and Home. Tho siudents of those missions were sent {0 learn print-
ingr, the art of manufacturing of prints, the military aris, hotlding
ships and politicsl science.

It was from Italy mleo that Mofammed AL first invited the
teachere of his schools, and the military officors ti truin his army,
and from there that ‘he ‘houshf the hiest printing press, and the
Itakian books were the st baoks that he ordered to be translated
ioto Arabic and Turkish,
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Clot Bey said in a report submited in Decemsber 1837 to Dr.
Bowring, the Brtish delezate to Esypt, that when he hegan
working in Egypt the health depariment was directed in general
by Italiana. He gave some sgtatistics in which he mentioned that
the physicians and pharmacists who were working in the army
and militsry hospitals eould be classiflied as follows: 105 Ttalians,
32 French, & Englivh, 5 Poles, and 2 Spanish.

When Mokammed A invited a mililary mission [rom Franeo
to help train his army, Geners! Bover, the head of te mission,
wrute to his friend Monsieuwr Jumard, the member of the bPrench
Institute, and Lhe supervisor of the Egyptian missions sent by
Maohemmed Al to Paris, suving

“I have found that all the sdminisirations in Exypt are
i the hands of [talians, end. that the French languswe
is in second place. They do not teach in the military
erhools except the Ilalian lanpuage, and they do pat
trimslate but the simple Halian beoks. The teachers ol
mathematica, langpages, seience and arts are all Italians.
Every year 30 or M} Keyptinn young men are sent to
ftaly to study. They ro to Pisa even te study the
military afds. The Wali is astonished by this ftalian
siperiolity, and they try to fmghten him always Ly the
I'rench designs, and assure him that there is o danger
from the Italans.™

We can surmise from this guotation lhe bitterness that was
felt by the French due to the superior kamd {hst the fralians had in
the teaching of their own langnsge and the administrdtion of
i schouls and the armies ol Mofemmed 4ff. Aod from this we
nofice that the Frepch. did gll that they coull tn eliminate this
superiority and supplant it wilh the superiority of their wwn lungu-
age and sdministration. This altempt was greatly eghancel by the
fact that the hzst Italian groups employed in Egypt were not of
superior calibre, but rather were of the physivians whose calibre
was already mentioned, und described by Edward Guan z: from
the seum of the Creeks and [talians, and hy the fact that the few
French ollicials such as colonel Seve and Clul Bey manifested grest
euperionty that pleascd the ruler of Egypt, Moharmed AL,
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Finzlly, it must e remembered that France at that time
enjoyed a preat deal of prestige and reputalion as one of the
Mediterranean countries, which appealed preslly to Mohammed Ldf
and made him shy wway from luly toward FranceinZhis policies
of reform.

'Frange succeeded in this compelifion, and the Italian languago
was pradually eliminated from the schools, nnd the [talian officials
were eventually reduced in numbcers, and the French language and
the French oflicials apd administrarors replaced them. The Iialian
mizzions were cancelled, and most of the new missiona weio sent
to Irance, sod the Manslation of French worke assumed Lhe
dominaling role.

This Jefi a great imprint om Egypt as we have alrcady
aoticed, fur Erypt remaiped fainted with Freach influence through-
out Lhe 19th ceatury in both its .thonght and practise.

In conclusion, however, it is. pecessary for us to point out
that Mohammed Ali was nat fully. a captive of Irench edmiration
of intellect, but raiher scught the help of the men whose countries
were most famous for certain fields, and we fGnd that come of his
migsiona were sent to Austria- aud Fngland, and that some of the
atdministrators and teachers of his sehools were Spaniarda, and
others.

E
¥ %

I do pat wish 1o dwell on the history of the schools acd
missions, or in the history. ol the movement of tranalations in
Erspt in the Gret hall of (he nineteenth century, but 1 would like
to devote some Lime to the eflects of this movement upen the
Egyplian society.

The main purpose of this movement for translations was te
provide fuxthooks and material to the students for the study of the arls
and zcignces. Thus, many books were mnslated in-medicing, enpine-
ering, chemistry, physics, wathematics, -geography, history, anld
mililary science. It wes the praclise of the time that one thousand
copies were printedi of the analations. Must of these copies were
delivered to the students of these schobls, and most of those hooks,
therefore, ‘were of a ecientific and leckmical mature. Morenver, the
circulation of these books was limiled to the schools.
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It ia tmue, of eoumy, that there was another circle, the eigele
of Af-Azlar university, with its teachers and students. but (heir
benefit {from these mew books was limited, Not only did they not
et these hooke, hut very fow of them did have the -inclination to
read them, espeially the «roup of editors and correctors, who have
ellectively participated in the translution of those Books. In addition
to this group we can ald another numher of Skeiks such as Shetk
Huosyan AN Attar, the Sheikh of Al Azhar, whose stodent Rija'a said
that he used to read the translated haoks in history and other subj-
ects, snd that he was vory fond of the different humanilies.

The majurity of the Sheiks and students of 41-Azhar, however,
maintsined either & neutral-or a negabive attitude toward the move-
ment of transtation in generel. They used to redicule thoe randators
whe studied in Eurepe, and used to hold that they ot 8 superficial
education. ‘This ettitude, coutrury to certain Koropesn writings,
was not in any way due to the tenety ol Islamic religion but was
merely a manifestzbon of varrow mindidness, their dogaee Tespect
and love for (he old bouks that they have studied, and sheer

conscTvatizn.

A Trench Oricntalist who lived in Egypt at the time of
Mohammed A, Dr. Perron by name, deseribed the position held
by most of the Sheikhs of 4l-Azhar toward the translated books, in
a leter that he wrote to his (dend Jul Mobl, secreiary of the Asialic
Seviety, a letter about the schools and press of Mohummed 4 He
naid :

“[}o.you believe my, friend that the Sheikhs of AL 4zhar
read our translated kooks ? No, they simply avoid them.
But it is easy for a person to accuse before knowing.
[ believe that they regard it the sume as they do the
Bille and the Torah. They speak =0 much shout
them without even having rezd a single line from
either of them.”

Dnee Perron relates an episode when he was invited to a
banquet in Skeikh Jawhary's house, where he had pune accompan-
ied hy hia professor and Fiend Sheikh Mohamned *Omar At-Tunisi.

dome ather Sheikhs of Al-Arhar were present, and an interesting
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discussion arcss between Dt Perron and lhe other Sheikhs ahbout

their ideas of the ranslated hooks, This 18 how Perron descrihed
it Ile said : .

“Alter taking supper and while drinking coffee and
smoking Shubuk, we bagan to speak abouat the studies
in the new schoole. My Shetkh A6 Tonisi said some
words about the books which he is correcting in Lhe
gchool of medivine. Then one of the Shetkhs asked
me what is present chemistry io Europe, hecause here
they don't undemtand other thinga about chemistry
except the ar of transferting the other minerals into
gold. So I gave Lhem a bdef deseription of present
day chemistey, Then une of the Sheibhs gaid: “what is
the use of all these secular scicnces; to think of God
and fear him is all that human beings shonld <o, In
answer | said: what do you mean by these words which
are very far from religion, and. why do you insult all
these ‘Tlentas present, und all the ~Uilemas that [slam s
proud of since it hegan ¥ Do you regard ali the
nomereligious sciences as tseless? Then it this is the
gase, it is uselrss to study Lthe old poets and the pre-
Istamic period, apd you consider it ss being very
dangerous. Thank you very much indeed fur yuur
praise of ipnorance. Tell me. do you know what is
God? Isn't God the Almighty the real knowledoe, and
would you please tell me also who is nearer to God,
the ipporant or the learped ¥ 1

The &Shethh answered: But the sudy of hwnanibies
leads to sin,

1 said, that ihe study of the humanitics leads the
thinking man to pmise the deeda of God and the
wanderd of the world and ¢l the humaa mind. Do
vou think that the *Uilemas of fslam have lost (heir time
or cowrmited sin when they devated zll their fime to
the study of the perlslamic poets inorder in be able
to inlerpret the Keran ? 1f they were fo have followed
your adviece who could vndersland the Koran mow ?
In addition, this learmed man who varried the same
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name as our bost, and who spent most of hiz life span
moving in U desert among the differcot Amb tribes
to eollect the voealnifory. of the Ambic lanouage and
to write hia diclionary, Al-Sthah. This fawhary, was
he mud or non-muslim or nonbeliever?™.

At last Perron added that hiy host Sheikh Jumbyry admired
hiz speech, and was lnvking all the time st that Skeilh without
saying one single worml But this debator didn't comment o the
rest of Perron’s epeech, hut retreated to 1ed to the end of the
room stealthily.

Perhaps Perron has exapgorated, in describing what happenad,
gnd he may have been detrading tho Sheikhs for the purpose of
elevating himself. In faet, [ eecuse bim of this exaggoration beeanse
he said in snother letter sent to the same fricnd in which he told
him of his plans for publizhing the Arabic dictionary — 4! Kamus
,Jii-.’l-fu{ahj — in Bidak Fress, he for the second Bme {‘m;i;_re:ru'ted n
deseribing the Sheids’ 1cnoranee, He said:

“There 18 not 10 Cairo, not even in the whole of
Fmypt ten *Ulemas whe own this divonary, and there
aren’t even ten ‘Flemus who koow hosi te wse this
dickionary.”

He ended his letter with a sentenes of hitter sarcazm. Ha
said: “let us then give a dictionary to the Llems™  [Donpons dope
un dictionnuire aux Ulemaa).

This i3 an exaggeration of Perron’s that the et clearly diniea,
bevavse when he fird came to ‘Euypt he studied vnder bvo outstand-
ing Sheikhs of Al-Azhur; Shedkh Mokammed * dyyad 4-Tontunn, and
Sheikh Mohapimed *Omar AFTunisic. Throush them his knowledege
of Arabic beceme advanced, And when he thousht of publishing
the Arabic dirtionary, hia reliance was mainly on Sheilbh Thnisi to
revise it with him.

Also when the Brifish omentalist Mr. Lane bezan to tzanslate
this dictionary inte Knglish, he didno’t find anyone to help him to
undemtand the diclionary and'tu revise it except one of the Sheikhs
of Al-Azhar whose name waa Sheikh lhahim Al-Dusuki,
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W moentivued before that Sherkh 42 4etar and his shudents
and desciples admiced the movemenl greutly gnd used to read the
tranaluted hooks, ard Wi most ouistondiog sudents of the wew
sehools and wassiong were chosco from the  students end Sherkhs
of A L=har

The group of editors und eoprectors of the traos-lated works
vere ell Sheibls of AL Azhar Nor did the Sheilhs of A5 Azhor
avaid thesr new seliools as Terron hud suid, but 3t 3z agtonagking
o krmowe that Iy ol the sens of the Shedi bs tf A Azhor did oot
sond their sons te AF Azher, but cont them ta e rew achools, For
example, Sheibh Salem dund H-Kavayerr sent his son Sulew
Sulesn i e =chool of medicine, :iIm] beeame in ihe [uture (ke
famoas ductor Sefen: Poshe Sulem. Shedkh Nog -Hurion, alsa
sceompanivd his sun Said to study in Pans, aud hersme later on
e Swid Pashen Nosr.

These wre et E'XLETIJP]I.'.-C which do pot eelute the aeens-
ativars of Perran. hut simply leszen ther seventy.

Tu s=unnsarise thia we can say that the old leamed virele of
Al dzfor and its Sheddhs did nol ineline v benelit gpoestly roms the
trarslated  konks, hut wasly a  few groups of those  Shedifis
who appreeiated those Dtoks enjoyed readioe theme The majenty
however, turned away from them eithier out ol sospivion, or dislike,
a cammaon seeial phenomenan foed dnoevery ancicey bosanls cveny-
thing new.

We can cxeuse those Sherkhs, hosever, sinee most al the haaks
translated were of o seientific and tecnienl npature o the true zense
of the word, dealing with enatomy, sicknesses and theic eoedics,
deseriptive and anvalytical veometry, elienisiry, physics. ete. And
for the wnlerstanding ol Lw=e books it wos necessary that they
shouhl kaye some seweatific hackgeound which they Lecked,

Now we oran ask some guestiuns

Was Mobrmmed Al right when he bedt the old educalional
inslibites ag they were, and when he huilt tha gew madem schools ?

a2



And if he were right also in keeping the old educational
syatem as it was, or was it better to flavour it with some of the
new modern eurricula and studies ? inorder that those old institutes
might gradually run pamllel in e pew ones ?

At last would Mokammed A% bave been successhal if ha had
tricd one ol these two atternpts 7

These are certiin guestions Lhat arise with rescareh, bur to
he enswered ome would have to search for what could be rather
than for whuat happened in fact.

This conservatisrm ol the Sheikk of Af- Azhar prevented this
institure from coping with the new developments of the time. Thus
the interest in the pew sciences and the franslated looks was
concentrated 1n the moeldern schools, it studeats, teachers and
grathites, And they began to play the leading role in the cultural

life of Esypt.

Dr. Perron says: “And now there emerpes from
among ool stodents & scientifis foree, and if it ia
destined that this force san live {or some Gme, it could
overcome the wrong scientific helicfs of the ‘Lema,
and put en end to their old scholastie methods. As
a tesult of the fzith that the students have in [heir
experimentulist studies  in real scicnce, they haye
besun to refute the 0ld bouks and the decadent ideas
of A-<Ulema wha stll believa that the Iost word in
geirmes i3 what is mentioned in the Arcshic honks”

The modern schools then, and the movement of translations
in particulan, paved the way for the Affendivya to take the place
of the Nhefkhs in the intellectual teadership of ‘Egypt, But what
did the Affendivyak do to spread knowledye and cuilure amony the
Egyptian proples ?

The movement of tranzlation during the reign of Mohammed
Al lasted for twenly yesrs during which all the effods were direct:d
towards lranslation, and during which the students and the Lleachers
of these schonls did not ereatively respend to this assimilation and
teke the mext logical step in this process, namely to write original
wotks of Lheir own. Apard [rom that their translatiogs were quite
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formal, haviug the leter but not the spint, because these translutors
tranzlated what they wera ordered to translate, notl what they wanted
to transiate.  And what they wers ordered to lranslate was in gencral
pure scicnee, which the average reader, few as they were. eouldn't
read and assimilate, and even iF they bad tried to mead those Pooka
thi'}' ljfﬁl[!dn,t PU‘:Eihl? hil."p'l! llnﬂt‘mt”nd T.hﬁn'h

The Affradiyye then should lave wotten or translated Looks
for the people. Dt they didn't do so for rezsons previowsiy wiven.

Duc to this, the efica of this translation movemoent during the
reign of Mofiwmemed AN, on the Egyplian society was very litie,
if anvthing st all. Ounly once did Wolemmed Al take steps to
cdurate the pesple by printing a bouvk on medieal hygiene, and
the Egvptian peopl: favored it so much to the extest that it was
printed For several times. But this was the only atterpt and il was
rot foltowed by anolher one.

Aud when the achool of languages was opened many hooks
in th humunities were lrapslated by its imcewbhers soch as history,
travels, geography, anl literature, These books wore nearer to the
undcratanding of the average reader. This school would have heen
grcally capable of influcncing Eevpiian culture it it had Jived for
lnneer time. Dot it was glosed just after the death of Mofumacd
Aff and it graduates were seattered among the dilferent admini-
sirations, and it was a relapse that lasted during the times of 4fbas 1,

and Said.

But thiz impardanat effect of the school did not diz, but rema-
ted hidden in the hearta and mindz of the students, who were it
pillars when the schaol reopened duting e fime of fematid, and e
continuation of the Henaissance,

They beman ta translate azain, and the secomd Ilngical step
of opzinal wnbng was beeun, Thetr old professor Rife's was reap-
puinted ke heudmaster of the echonl, and throwsh eallabormtion
with him they transluted together the Code of Napoleon. Some ol
the students, Adbu ALSatud, Khalife Mahmoud, und Sulel Magds
wrote haoks in history and georrapby. Another one *Osman Gaful
wrote in literature, Aodn Pasha wreote his cxcellent books in the
field of law. At lasi Abu Al Saud published the first nationsl

8t



Eavplian nowspaper which was called IFad: AENG Tt was also st
the time of fsma'i{ that Kefa'e wrote his different books in history,
civies, and language.

History, literature, phitosnphy, law, and journalism, theze are
the methods through which the Ieaders of thought can alwaya pene-
trate inty the souls and minds of the people in order to spread the
peneral culture, and o ereste a powerful spirit The old graduates
of the schoul of langnges perlormed this duty not dunng the Lime
of Mohammed Al but during the lime of fme'ih. In fact, this elfect,
however delayed, was the mesult of the movement of ranslationg
gt the time of Mokammed AL, if not the most efective of these
results.
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A NOTE ON
(OLERIDGE AND THE ACTING OF SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS

My

M. M. DADAWI

Scholars and entics of Colendpe generzlly assume, far ton
readily I think, that he was hostile to the idea ol performing Shake-
gprarean drama on the stage, and indeed to acting in gencral. OF
eourse, there ia some justification for Lhis widely accepted opinion
in Coleridge’s own wrilings. In Omniona, for instance, we read an
aceount of @ visit he once made to the theaire to see The Hegear's
Opera, in which we are lold of the “horror and disgust’ sroused in
bim by. the performanee of a work that had always ‘delighled’ him
with ‘its poignant wit and original satie’. The “immorlity’ of the
work, which bad mot given hun ‘any offence’ in rezding, berame
palpable in the stage represenfation, and it wag then, ha wrote, that
be *lcamt the immense difference brtween reading and seeing a
play” A play acted seams to be more tcal than a pley read slensdy.

Even the scund of ene’s nwn or another's veice lakes
them (i.e. the thoughts of which a play consizte} out
of thut Jifeless, twilight vealm of ides, which is the
confine, the fmiermundiaom, 55 it were, of exislenes ond
non -existence.  Merely that the thoughts have hecome
sedible, by bleading with them a sense of outness
gived them a sorl of realirs.?

Here, it is trus, Coleridee deprecates the representation of what
is immonal, and in no way refors to Shakespeare. But the
distinction between Lhe world of the stags and the mentul world is
signiboant, and in this fregment of Colendge’s we notice the
highest point of awareness of, and withdrawal from, the world of
the scnses. Buat is thia the whols story 7

1. Omaigna wr Horae Utiscivres, od, Robert Soothey, 1812, 1, pp 20— 22,
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ln hia wrtings on Shakespeare Coleridge clearly dees not
revzal any deep interest in the theatrical productions of his plays.
In this respect he dilfers from either Leamb or Hazlitt, Of coumse,
ke cannct he charged with initialing the uttitude that made of
Shakespearc’s works objects for the stady alone, fur the sfituda
cxisted long befure his time, aml we kinow, for inslanre, of Dr.
Johngon's hatred for the stage: ‘A play read affects the mind like
a pley acted)), Dr. Johnson writes in the Preface to Shokesprare,
and Doswell reports him as saying that ‘many of Shakespears's
plays are the worse for being acted.” Yet, strangely enough, the
complete denunciation of the stage represenlation of Shakespeare
at any Ume came, not from Coleridee, but from Lamb and Hazlitt.
In apite of his enthusiasm for the stage in his essay ‘On the
Tragedics of Shakespeare considered with Reference to Lheir Fitiess
for Stage llepreseutation” Lamb declared that ‘the plays ol Shake-
gpeare are less caloulated for performance on the stago than those
of almost any other dramatist whatever’.* Again he said that

Lear is easentially impossible to represent an the stare,
But how many dramatic  personages are there in
Shakespeare which though more astable and feasible
{it 1 may so speak} than Lear, et from some
circumsionce, some adjunct to their characler, are
improper to e shown to our bodily eye ... what we are
conscicus of in reading is almozt exclusively the mind,
and ity movement, *

Clearly the eritic shninks [rom the world uf the senses, from
seeirr. ‘an old man toitering about the slage with a walking stck
ctc...’ pass [or Shokespearc’s Lear, from hoving a *fine vision'
matrerialized and brought down to Lhe standard of flesh and blond".s
Similarly Hazlitt siotes categarically that

Poetry and the stape do not agree together.  The
altempt to reconeile them faily not only of effeet, but
of decorum. The idew! has no place upon the stage,

1. Jofinzon on Shakespeare, ed. Sir Walter Raloigh, Ozford, 1740, p. 20

2. Jumes Doswell, Life of Dv. Joftaawn, DPrvesymon'e Libeay, I, po 368

J. The Forkw of Charfes Lamhb, ed” Wiiliam Maedonald, 1903, HT, | 20,
. Ihid. 10, pp. 33— 4.

5. Ihid, 111, pe 19,



the imapination canuot sufficienty qualify the impressions
of the senses.!

For thiz distrust of the senses Colenidpe, whn attacked
roaterizlism in all it manilestations, and scoffed at what he called
the *despotism of Lhe eye” in Ilartley's paychology,® seems tu me to
be chiefly responsible. He himself seid that ‘so little are images
capable of satisfying the nbscure fezelings conmecled with words’.?
Yet there are severa! points which veed clarification in Coleridge’s
atlitade to Lthe stags representation of Shakespearc’s plays, and it
doea seam to me upnfuic fo declare summarily end without any
qualification, as Miss M, C. Pradbrook docs, that ‘Coleridge,
Hazlitt and Lamb all three rejected the slage’,*

Coleridge does not reject the idea of representing Shakeypeare
vn the suge ws guch, but only a poerticalor mode of performing the
pliva. In hia view, dramatic peetry is nol essentially yocomypa-
tihle with stage representation.  In fact, we know that smoeng. his
numerous jong chenshed but unreslized projects was a lony essay on
‘Deamatic Poeiry exelusively in jis relation to Thearrical Hepresen-
tation®. *  What Coleridge objecfa to in the naturalistic style of
pedorming Shakespeare, which treated his poetic drama ss if it wero
the same kind of thing as the contemiporary realisie play. Indecd in
his prevecupation with the lasting element in Shakespeare’s works,
Coleridire sometimes moes e tar as to say that the stage Shakes-
peare wrote for is really ‘that of the universal mind™® Hut snch a
statement,m spile of the ahsurd exugreration it conlains, should not
be taken to mean that Coleridye did not recognize the Tazet that
Shakespeare wrote fer a “podliculac stage”.  Coleridge undoubtedly
henefited rom the facts about the Elizahethan wtage conditions,
whirh had recently been unesplbhed by the late eighteenth-century
scholars.  Capel and. Malone had already pointed to the barcness

1. The Complens Focks of Wittiem Tluztie, -ed. PP TTow, ¥, po 234
2  FRingraphia Litsearin, el showeensa, Iopo T4

3. mwd IL p. 142,

4. M. . Bradhrogk, Flizaberkan Stege Conditions, Camb., 1%30, 12

8 Letrer 10 Jobn Muresy, May fth, 1316 Onpublished Fettera of 58 T
eridge, ed. Earl Lealic Griges, 11, | 168

G Caleridge’s Sholespearezn Criticizm, ed. 1. Raysor, L p. &
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of Shakespeare’s mage, and its freedom from the modem elaborate
parephernalia of scenery and decor, as well as to the fact that the
appeal of the plays was made mainly to the ear and tho imagination.
Coleridge, therefore, felt justified in believing ihat the plays were
acted originally es dramatlic poetry. Ho rcalized the egsential diffes
rence between Lha stace, and consequeully the manmer ol acting, of
Bhakespearc’s time and hiz own.

The circumstances of acting were altogether differept
from oure; 1t was much more of recitation, or rather a
madium between recitation and what we now call reci-
tation. The idea of tho poet was always present, not of
the thing to be represented. It was at that time more
of a delight and employment for the inlellect, than an
amusemsnt of the senyes. !

But this was pogsible only when the theatre “bud wno anifisiel,
extraneous inducement — fow scenes, litfe musie... Shakespeare
himself #aid : We appeal to your imagination”™.  Again he said of
Shakespeare’s plays,

How diflerent from medern plays, where the plare of Lhe
sceney with every wished for object industricusly rea-
lized, the mind bvcomes bewildered in surrounding
distraetion; whrreas Shakespearo, in place of ranting and
musie, and outward setion, .eddresses ns in words Lhat
enchain the mind, and carry on the alention from seene
to acene.?

Coleridga may have tended to minimize the imporlance of
the visual appeal of Elizabethan stage performances, hut there
iz no doubt that be helieved that the peculiar shuciure of the

Elizabethan stage and the manner of Elizabethan acting empha-
gized the poetic nature of dmma. It 1 not (rue, therefors, to
szy, a6 Miss Dradbhrook does, that he ‘condenned Shakespeare’s
age and stage by implication.? On Lhe conlrary, he himself
explicitly suid that if Shakespeare *had lived in the present day and
had seen one of hia plays represented he would the Amst moment
kave lelt the shilting of the scenes’ and ‘*he would have construrted

L ISl II, p. B3,
2. Tbid., 1L pp- 279230
3 Op Cir, p 14
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his plays on a different model” But Culendye was gmteful that
Shakespeare Lived at 4 Lime when theatrical conditions were more
favourable fo poetic deama, for he would much vather have postie
drama than mere sfige plays in the modem naluralisiie  style.d
Through the hips of a satirical portrait of & defendant of the eontem-
porary practices of the stage he said in the second of his *Saty-
rane Letters'

Aud what is done on the stzge is more siriking than
what 34 arted. 1 once temember such a deafraing
explusion, that I eould not hear & word of the play for
half an act after it; and a little real ganpowder being
sci hre to at the samo time, and smelt by all the spee-
latore, Lhe naturalness of the scene was guite wsloni-
ehing, 2

The naturaliftic performaner of Shekespears™s plays, which
tilied poge upnn scenery and external appearance than upon poetry,
waa then oae reason why Coleridge was averse to the ecotemporary
stayge representation of them. Dot there wers olher reasons as well.
Coleridge nbjeetud (o the one or two star perfoomaneea of Shakes-
pegte, whitlh seemed to have Dbeen common in hiz dava.  He
deplored the custom of giving the bnportunt roles to celebrated and
pilted actors and actreskes like Kemble and M. Siddons, while
gasigning the minor pans to citremely incompetent persons, wle
were sinpularly incapable of reciliug peepry, and *wlo owoed their
very clovation o dexterity in smulling candles™®  The result of such
& eustom was & serious distortion of the pattern of the plays, since
Shakespeare “shone oo less conapicuously snd briehily® in the minor
charaeters.  Indeed it would seem Lhat the public in its tum camea
to expect this type of performance, as the contemporary: critieism
shows. Ewven intetlirent theatre cnties like Lumb and Hazlit wrote
their easays, not en the production ol a cefain play, but on this or
that eminent actor in this or that impodant role.  But this, aceond-
ing to Coleridge, was evidently the wrong epproach to the plays.
He lamented the faet that few peaple went to the thealre 9o seo a
play, but to see Master Betty or Mr. Kean, or some individual in

1. Coleridee's Shalberpenrean Origiciam. 11 pp 83, 97 and 278,
2 Bicgmphia Litergria, II, p. 163.
. Celeridge’s ¥hokesprarean Cricicism, If, p 97,
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somme one part’.! Again he complained that ‘those who went to
the thealre in our own day, when any of our poers works wore
pervrmed, went 1o gee Mr. Kemble in Macheth, or M. Siddons’s
Lughel. 2 What Colendye obwvionsly wanted fo see was an interrated
and uaihed produdion, a thing which the theatres of his time did
not provide.  And when we recall the mangled versions in which
the plays were acted. we canoot wonder that thes should be con-
demeed by a critic whoe valoed aliove every thing elze the organie
unity of a work of art. l'or one, whe slrongly believed that *the
faimest pad of the most heawiiful bedy will appear deformed and
monstrous, 1 dissevered [rom its place in the organic whole®? it
was guite natural to wnte,

Tir the disarace of the Lnglish stoce. such aflempis
have indeed been made on almost all the dmmas  of
Shakespeare, Scarcely a season passes which does not
produce some Osepov mpdrepor of this kand in which
the inansled limhs of vur ereat poet are thrown togethior
in most admired disonler. *

We must remeroher that it was not until 1838 (1. e alier Colendue’s
death) that Macready restored, tor instuace, Shukespeare’s Lewr and
The Fewmpest, ot ragher produced them with a mnnimum nuedier
uf ilerebons,

Colendge’s  view of Shukespearean acting, in fact, [orms an
insepatable parl of his  zenerml Shakezpesrean coiteism.  VWhat e
wanted in the lisst plave was Bhakespeare’s own works, and thess
interpreted by a proog of wnilvomly competent actors 1 soch o way
that the patern of the plays shonld ot be distoded. The plays
should e represcated prosarly an poctic drama. withoat aay ol
the pemicious and prosaic effeerz ol prluralism,. A goad actor.
comic or tragic,” b amoie,

—

. Colrridee’s WiereManeaus Critictem, ed- ‘1. M. Buyvsor, pe 339,
& Cedipidae’y Shakespearecn Criticitsm, 11 . 97

A, Miverophin Literaria, Lopo 102

4. Coleridpe’s Mhnkesprarenn Criticiten T pu 30

d. Sce Nhakesprars Adaopretion. with Mntredustion word Notew Ly Maondagn
Sgmemere, 932 ppe vii e
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is not to be » were copy. a for smile, but an
imitation of WNsture ... A goed actor 13 Pypmalion's
slatwe, 8 work of exquisite arf, animated with and
gifted with mation; but still ere, still a species of
poetry.}

But in order to ensure the intimate atmosphere appropriate for
the exercise of the imaginative power in an audience Lhe perform-
anee should take place in a lairly small theatrs.2

Tinally a word perhaps should be =aid here fur the bencht
of those who tend to Lhiuk that Coleridge was an inveterate hater
of the atage.

On his return from Germany Coleridee was [ull of enthusiasm
far Lessimg's critical pawers, Not only did he for long contemplate
the woting of his biography, but he also infended to follow his
exumple in Eneland, In January 1800 he wrote to Thomas
Wedrewoord from London, telling' him that be then spent his even-
ingy in the theatres, beeause he waa abuut %o conduct a sort 6l
Drarnatunry or series of essays on the Drama hoth ity gencral
prineiples and likewise in reference to (he present stage of the
English Theatres' to be published in the Morming Fost.? We do
mot know il he had actually writlen any,-but if he kad, then our Joss
would be indesd great, judging at least by the excellent sumple of
‘his contemporary dramatic criticism, which he published in Biogra-
phia Litcrarie on Maturin®s play, Bertram.* This, to suy nothing
of his own sttempis at writing plays, may he sullicient to refute
any nution that Coleridge was not interesied in the Lieatre as such
or that ke had a streng aversion for the stzge. And in the body of
hia eriticism there are to be {ound heve 2nd there judications {they
may be of little importance in themselves, still they are there) that
he did go to see Shakespeare on the stnge, as well as sugrestions
as to how potls rhould he eeted, or Lives should be delivered.® [

1. Lerrers wof & T2 Coleridae, ol K11 Coleridge, IL pp. 622923,

2. Coleridee’s Shekeapearean Lritseszm, 10 o 29%

3. Bingraphin Epiaclorz. ad. A Tueohall, I, g 187,

£ Hee I K. Thambers, Somurd Toyler foferidge, 1938, po 1220 I he
wrata any, they buve ool besn fdentilied.”

5. Sea, for imatance, Coferidges Shokespsorean Crticism, 1, pp. 31, 83, 107
end 122
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shall end this shon nete by quoting one example. It occurs in the
course of his defence of Prospero’s words to Miranda after his
removing the apell ho bas east upon her:

Tha friozed curtains of thine eye advance,
And say what thou seest yond. (The Tempest, Lit 408 —6),

Prospero, Coleridgs says,

has just teld Miranda a wonderlul story, which deeply
affceted Bor. and (illed her with surprise and sstonishe
raent, and for his own purposes he aflerwards lulls her
tir eleep. When she awakes, Shokespeare has made her
whelly inatientive to the presenf, but wrapped up in
the past. An. aciress, who understands the charscter of
Miranda, would have her eyes ecast duwn, living in her
dream. At this moment Proapero sees Ferdinand, and
wishes to point him out to his daughter, not only
with great, but with scenic solemoity, he standing
bufore her, and hefore the speclator, jo the dignifed
character of a great masician.  Something was to sppear
to Miranda on the sudden, und as unezpectediy ss if
the hero of & drama were to be on the stape at the
instznt wheu the curain ¢ elevated. [t is under such
circumstances that Prospers says, in a tone caleulated
at ance to arcuse his dauvhter’s attenlion,

‘The fringed curtaing of thine eye advance
And say what thou seest yond.”

Turning frem the sight of Ferdinand to his thoughHul
daughter, his atiention was first struck: hy the downcast
appearanee of hier eyes and cyclids; and, in my humbls
opinion, the silemnity of the phraceology assigned to
Prospero is completely in tcharacter, recoliecting his
preternatural capaeity, in which the -most familiat objects
i nature present themsclves in a2 mystedous peint of
view. !

Nobody can justly eomplain that such criticisim is completely
oblivious of slage or dramalic considertions.

1. Itid. T, p. 180



