SPAIN DETWEEN EAST AND WEST

By
ANTONIO IGLESIAS LAGUNA

Spain as an Eastern Cowntry

Among all the Eutopean nations having ever buill a bridge
between Bastern and Western civilization, Spain is perhaps the country
that Latter presorved the Orientud heritege.  Much betwr than Greece,
Rom: or Byzantiwn. Greece ahsorbed much of the Oriental eultures
of her age, specially in her orizins, but she remaived Greek, I mean
Eurnpcan, throuzhout the centuries. It is for this very reason that we,
Europeans, talk about Greck culture and thought as the living source
of our swoittual litz. Rome, loo, was imbibed of Oricntal spitit but
far the Romuns the Qrient consisted only of far-olT provinees that had
W be protected and raised o Roman standards of cwvilization. Greece
form.d the Europ:an mind. (Byzamium should be considered as a
kind oM Christian bulwark able to resist the Asialic onrush till 1453, in
which year Consiantinopte was conquered by the Turks.)

Lastly. the great powers af medern Europe — England  and
France — cam? Lo the Oricnt with a view to subduing it. Colonization,
Lmp:rialism were me=ans for & political task which besides the paliticil
enstavement ineluded the diffusion of European ideas and(habits but
not the opposits, though the totacimpermeability was impssible. Those
coudtries were more interested in {chcap) raw materials than in cultu-
ral valuzs. Ths antagonism brought about the jealousy between
both of thzm. In Egypl, for instance, England and France clashed
1n Napoleonic times. The invasion af Syria proved to bz of no avail
end Napoleon had to return to France in Augus. 1799.but this war only
reflzcied the strugale for supremacy in ths Middle East between both
nations. Their colonia! mentality is well illustrated, as Dr. Alimad
Anwar, Egyptian Ambassader in Madrid remembered in a lzcture at
Zaragoza, by the fact that the French Prime Minister, M. Jules Ferry,
denied in ths year 1885 bzfore ihe French Assemhly that the Human
Rights Declaration may huve anything Lo do with Negroes.
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thern Spain. For the same reagons when Franee conquered Mautis
tania we tooke the necessary steps for protecting the Canary Islands.
Britain, for instance, has more than once tricd to coovert these two
Spanish provinces into a  British colony.)

We are living todzy in a changing world, in & world where colp-
nialism and unperialiem are regarded as curses we cannot put up with.
In this conucction the Spaniards feel like all the Afroasian countries
because we are still suffering under colopialism.  We are sure of the
final disappearance of colonizlism, byt in any case nobody can overlook
the-historical and geographical fac! that Spain and Africa are comple-
mentary parts of a2 whole. Summing up, it is convement to remind
onese|f that Spain, as regards her policies towards ths Oriental world,
has becn conquercd before conguering herself the tiniest bit of land,
that Spain has lived under Orientzl influence 2.500 yeare and only excricd
ber own infTucnce dring the last five centuries; that even in those bygont
days when my country was a 5ca power in the Maditerragean she always
fought a dufonsive war, neyer trying to rule over pzoples, though this
mrzlit have boon possible in several occasions. It is therelore correct
to speak of Spanish poitical inhibition {(in the Meaditerranean) as well
as of a contineous trend towacrds frisndship and cultural intercouse
with Arab countrics.

Spuin lcarnred very much frem the Muslims, adopled their
cultute and established blood ties with them. We are proud of our
Arab past. We balieve that this common origin secures the continuity
of our friendly relations with the Arab world. This community of
id=als and interests pives its special fluvour to  our spiritual presence in
the Oriental world though one must not forget that Spain is an Euro-
pean country and 1 Roman Catholic one. Our preference for the Arabic
civilization has nothing to do with Imperial preferencts or Imperial
rights to be defended with warships, parachutists and airborne troops.
It1s the result of a common destiay. Kioships due to political domi-
nztion, to a colonialist past are doamed to disappear, to show their
real face. (Those who have to suffer under them will only be glad to
se¢ them in jeopardy, to free themselves from such ,,relmives’. The
Holy Quran says in this coanection : ,,And when the trumpet is blown
there will be oo kinship among them thal day, nor will they ask of one
anather'’.
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Spain as a Western Country .

Nobody should think T am (trying to make amends for eventual
errors in the past or) (suggerting to show (before your eyes) tha
iraage of one Spain) that could bec an intergral part of the Mussu-
Iman world. Were this the ¢ase, one would have to explain how it is
possible that my country be a Roman Cutholic one, that rp Muslim
minoritics live there like in Bulgaria or Poland, not to speak of ou
overwhelming Muslim popuiation’ like in Albania. OFf course not.
Spain remains a part of Europe.  Spain began her carrier as a modcrn
natton with the discovery of America, in 1492, i. e. the same ycar of Lhe
Granada surrernder.  Nations must undergo a physicel growth in order
to achieve historicul maturity. Importaat arc only the elements compo-
sing national bedy. On the other hand Spain has absorbed Orirntal
elements during 25 eenturics and thsy cannot be thought off, ignored,
excluled without maiming the very framework of our soul. Nobody
should, however, think these Origntal clements are the prineipal ones.
Te belicve this is the usual crror of some Arab historians, who mistake
themselves and their readers by taking no account of our history as a
whole, limiting their research to Muslim Spain. Why not  to Greek,
Carthaginian, Roman, Byzuntine or Visipothie Spain 7 1 don’t wish
to refute such anillustricus historian as Amir Ali but I cannot help to
smife when I read these words printed in his famous ,.History of the
Sarracens™  “The Moors were banished; for a while Chrisiian Spain
shone, like the maon, with a borrowed Light!then came the eclipse,and
in that darkncss Spain has grovelled ever since™. The truth is just
the opposilc.  After having achieved her national maturity in 1492,
Spainrose during a couple of centuries to precminence in Europe
and throughout the world, attained her Golden Century. Her definitive
political fallin 1898 has to be explained as the result of a hopeless
struggle with rising European powers like Germany, France and Great
Briiain. Qur downlall is logical dug to the enomous tusk we took on our
shoulders. The reasons for our decuy should not be looked for in the axis
stence or absence of Muslim communities in our country afier 1432,
Had Spain remzinred Muslim (until foday) during those hright centu-
ries) the European nations would not lave spared her, just as they did
no! spare the Otteman Empire, Persia, India or the Arah world.
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1 must reassert it. Spain is an European country though in a
peculiar way having little in common with the Europeanism of Germany,
Itsly or Franco.  Europe means for us something else. We arc
Europeans as well, maialy Europesns but not execlusively Europeans.
{Just as the Russiany are European and Asiatic at the same time.)

My country, due to hec geographical situation lives inside a magic

triangle * Euwrope, America and Africa. Not to understand this is
the best way for misunderstanding Spain. The Frenchmen say ,Alrica
begins at ths Pyrences™. Well, Africa may begin at the Pyrcnees.
We are proud of it, we don't forget there are raciel links between the
Iberian and the Berber tribes since prehistoric times. In spite of it
Spain diflers from Africa just a3 Africa diflers from Spain. I consider
necessary to lay stress upon  this reality, (as. Muslim historisns went
somelimes so far s to idsntify Mussulman Spain with Alfrica and the
Orient.  They wrote by the by pages of delicious candour about the
Christain invaders of Al-Andzlus) The Spanish arabist Isidre de las
Cagipas has proved that’only a few thousand Muslims have been
necessary for conquering Visigothic Spain. Including the Almoravide
and Almohads troops who cams thereafter, the Arab and African soldiers
occupying the Pendigsula during the famous c¢ighi centures nover
supposed the bulk of our population, only a small part of it.  To put
it in othsr words, the Spamish Muslims have been no forcigners but
mainly Spaniards converted te Islam. For this reason the reconquagsi
was actually acivil war between christian and Musuiman Spaniands,

Islamic toleration permitted the existence af big Christian and
Hebrew communities in Al-Andalus. Marriages betwen Christi-
ans Muslims, military allainces between Christian and Muslim princes
witl a vicw Lo overninning Muslim or Christian encmies have not been
seldom but, as a matter of fact, the general hnv.  The casz of Muslim
Spaip bears a striking likeness to that of Muslim India, though there
is a capital difference : Muslim power was destroyed in the subconti-
nent by Buropean nations, not by the natives themselves as it happened
in Spain. (Tbercfore the outcame has been different © Spain remains
loday a cormmpact, homogenous people; India is composed of peoples
speaking many languages, belonging te many races, believing in many
religions.) '
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Spain can be proud of her Arab heritage without forgriling
her Chnstian tradition. The Muslim prescnee in the Peninsula
enriched our  spirit, changed it partially but it did not substancially
modify a national genius which had had occasien for developping
along original lines many centuries before the advent af Istamic
civilisation. Let us pot forpet that Roman Spain supplied the
Roman Empue with philosopbers, economists, writers, poels and
emperors.  Thus, my country had the obligation of maintining a culture,
aspirit that had meylded cur mind since the arrival of Greece and Rome
to our coasts. Christianity came with the Romans and it intended ta
stay. The Reconquest was started in 718, seven years alter the Visie
gothicdefeat, and the rolling back could not be prevenied by the Mussp-
Imans. it seems exaggorated to speak of cight centuries of Mushim
Spain. Forty per ccnt of the Iberian soil had been reconguered as
carly as 1065, at the death of Ferdinand I. The southernmost point
of the Peninsula, Tarifa, fell in Christian hands in 1292, As a malter
of fact Muslim Spain  had been rcduced to an enclave two cemluries
before the Fall of Granada.

Plcase, bear also in mind that Christian Spain was not isolated
from Europe. The Eurpean countries, Italy. and France mainly, gra-
nted Christian Spain the culfyral and spiritual support she barely necded
for resisting ihe pressure of Islamic ¢vilizalion that. 23 cverybody
knows, was patamount and better than our own during the first centuries
of this confrontarion. Roman tradition, Christian rcligion and Euro-
pean backing in this crucizl period modelated Spain and made my
country Europzan for ever in spite of the Oriental marks and the spiri-
tual ties with the American continent- Had Spain been forgotten like
Alhania, she would be tody a different land. History decided thus and
1o ipnore its lessons scems the best way for misunderstanding a nation.
(To overlook the permanent reality of Christian Spain amounts to forget
the existence of Pharaomic or Ptalomcic Egypt. The vigorous perso-
nality of Enypt, il compared with that of other Muslim countries, has
its roots in the historical grandeur beforc Islam. Nomadic peoples
who never produced a greal civilization possess a singfe culiural layer.
This might be Lhe case of ths Eskimos net that of Egypt and Spain.

dralr and European Cwvilizaticn :

Let us see Spain with Buropean eyes. A German, a  Briten,
a Frenehman, a Scandinavian will icll you that Spain, considered as
an Europcan ¢ountry, is 2 very queer ou¢. They notice racial, spiri-
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an European country, is a very queer one. They notice racial, spiritieal,
cullural dillcrenoes we are alwuvs awere of. These traits are Lhe suguel
of our Oriental past, specially of our Arab tradition. In ourliterature,
our folklore there are many traces of this Eastern trend. Spanish
chivalry and hospitality have Islamic roots. The-Sparish Janguape. on
account of our Roman ancestors, remains a Latin language up to the
present day; hus, however, adopted many thousands of Arabic and Petsian
weords. The Spanish  poetry uses strophes akin to the Arabic encs.
Our early medieval poetry, as Dumaso Alonse says, has not Provencal
but Muclim origins. Our oldest poems contain Arabic and Spanish
words graccfully igtermipgled. Tn present Spain there arc many tewns
and villages the holydays of which — the feasts of Moors snd Chris
stians — call up those happy days in which bigotry did not hisder &
common life. There is stil! a Spanish villaze, Benamahoma (Cadiz),
1. e. the wown of Mohammed children, where the warlike show 2'ways
cnds with a Muslim vicory.

Thousands of Spanish geogruphical names have an Arabic

origin. This happens becuvs: AlArdalus waus not shmply & rescrvoir
of Islamie civilisalion but one of iis chiel centres. Muslim cubiure
developped there nurlured by the Sganizeds th:mselves, who Tosturcd
it with the same passion they putin ihe advaneemuert of Roman culture.
»Whatever can be done by sheer force of genius of the impulse of some
ardent passton, whether in the physical or in th: spiritual world, that
2 Spaniard hos done™, wnites the British histerian Havelock Ellis. The
same uuthor remembers thut the old Iberians formed part of a preat
Muditerranean race which reached [rom Spain to Africa, where they
may stitl be seen in their present form, by Lhe angient ¢alled Lybians,
by the modern Kabyles and Berbers. A kinship that maintains itself
due to the Carthasinian presence in Spain that explained even ip
Roman days, the curious aliinity between Africa and Spain in the rose-
mbiance in literary spirit betwesn the Latin African writers and Spunish
wrilers.).

Muslim Cordova could boast of a cultural chostian tradritnt
several centuries old going back to Hosius, Senmeca and Lucan. It
floursished in Cordova the highest civilization of its time, ils university
was the chief centre of European learning, and Albucasis, Abenzeail
Al Hazem (and Averroes) were the chief scieatific luminaries. Any
way I must repeat it, they were Spaniards who developped o Muslim
culture just as centuries before other Spaniards had  developed in
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the same place the Roman and Chrislian civilizalion. Spain was always
an active, dyamic agent of Maslim learning.  When the Spanish Muslims
were complled to leave the Peninsula they tried to maintain alive their
cultural tradition on African soil; but huving been deprived of their
roots they did not succeed in the long run and brought forth a mimetic
civilization, 2 constant repetition of the glories of Al-Andalus.

“The inlercst for Muslim culture will on the other hand be kept
alive by Christign Spaniards who travel through Africa and Asia and
sometimes accept Islam. For instanee, Leon d2 Granada, whose real
name was Hassan ben Mohammed, born at Granada in 1491, auther
of a(giant) “Description of Africa™ (1526); Luis d= Marmel Carvajal,
wholived 22 years in Africa, principally in Tunisia, author of a <“General
Description of Africa™ (1573); Ali Bey el Abbasl, aready referred to;
Hach Mohammead el Bagdadi (Jos¢ Maria de Murga}, and Sheikh
Ismail (Joaquin Gatell).

 have pointed out the survival of Christian Spain inside Muslim
Spain.  This survival accelerated the Reconquest. The Christizn
kingdoms ol North Spain kept a watchful eye on these fellow- believers
and tried to establish thoir rule over them. The Reconquest must
thereforz he considered as a roll-back, as a turn of the tide, as a civil
war beiwcen holh cammunitigs and not 25 ¢ Spanish invasion of the
Spanish fatherlad). Codeora has proved that many Latin Janpuages and
dialeets were spokan in Al-Andalus, where Arabic was simply the ofiteial
languarse. Latin was at the same time employed for liferary and cano-
nical purposes; the Christigns of the ¥III-XI conturcs could not
of course ersals acivilisution rivalising with that of Cordova. They
lived on scanty books and had no libraries like that of ul-Hakem I
Therefory the greut writers of this period ane Muslims  like Algazal,
Ibn Abd el-Rahinl, Aben Hanl, Azzobaidi, Habid, Radia. It is the
great age of zéjel and muwwassaha.  But the Christian tradition instead
of dying away lives underpround, in Cordova itself, thanks to the
scholarship of men like Speraindzo, Saint Eulogius, Paule Alvare and
Abbot Sanson.  MNotwithstusding the Muslum civlization pgrows and
th: Chust:an decays. In the days of Abd-ar-Ruhman 1T there are
in Cordova only a few Chnistian inteblectuals, who larer on migrate to
Northern Spain, attracted by the intcllectual revival of Cluny in ihe
X1l ¢coptury.  Parallel to it, Mussulman learning fades away in Al-An-
dalus from the XIII century onwards. Abul Beka, Alwacaxi and Aben
Cucman are the last representatives of afoik fighting now not for literary
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supremacy but for physical survival, The Spanish lanpuage is born,
the preat madieval authors wwrite their masterpicces, the Spaniards
acquire slowly the sense of nationality and they de their best in order
to bring the whole country under their rule.

Sumnting up

Spain has enjoyed the Oriental influence during many centuries
but, T must reassert it, she never forgot her European roots. Presant
Spain is the result of this encounter and peaccful ruceting of East and
West. The Western world prevailed at the end but the Onicntal traits
are there and nobody can deny them. Tt is for this reason that Spain
means g compromise between both cullures. She is the only European
nation who can boast ef an Oriental hemiage without being indeed an
Oriental country. In thes days of Spanish begemeny in the world our
historical destiny held us aloof from the Muslim world and sent us
across the $2as W croatc our own civilization in the Western Hemisphere.
Notwithstanding the Mussulman world was never forgotten and the
Spanish speaking ¢ountries overssas have alse got something from the
esscnces of the Spanishsou!.  The mudéjar archilecture, that of Muslim
erchitects working in Christian Spain, could be the best cxponent of
this. Mudgjar, a style which you can find in America in the eathedral
of Sunte Damingo, in the house of Diego Colon. in Sunto Domirgo
de Tunj2, in San Francisco de Cartagena.  Finully, let us remember
ther are big Syriun, Turkish and Libanesc colonivs in South America
bringinz loguther the Arab and Spanish tdeuls. The similarity between
both of tham has payed the way lor cultural movements considered
impossiblz one hnudied yewrs ago, for instance the revival of Arub
postry. Is it not surprising that some of the prewlest Arab poets of this
century were born in the Wesictn Hemusphere ? Poets like Fawzi
Maahuf and Al-Karaui bam in Drazil, like Youran Khalil Youbran
and Nuima borm in the USA. like Tlias Qonsul bornin Argenting, Iligs
Qonsulis a bilingual post writing both in Arabic and Spanish,

Spain, a nation between Last and West, a country that although
it belongs to 1th2 West is proud of ker Oriental ancestry. The only
European lund that has trcasurcd the best essences of the Arab soul
and can therefore say that its fmicndly relations with the Muslim world
arc decp-rootcd and everlasting.  Spain a country with Buropean mind
and Arab soul.

Antonio Iglesias Laguna
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