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EMERALD MINING IN EGYPT

A Long-Ahondnned Imdusiry

8y

A F. WEHEDA, M.A ,PhD., (Loa.)
Department  qf Ceoyraphy

Foreword :

Archzelogical research h2zs proved beyond doubt that the
Angcient Egyptians wore not  acquainted with many precious siones
guch as emeralds. diamonds, rubty and sapphircs !, Beryl of which
emerald is the jewel form, decs not otuur uiiil Plolemaic times 2.
Heowover, the minerulosical ferms of the Grecks and Arabs for emerald
ware lagking in precision. The Greek “Smarzedus™ and the Arabic
«Zumurrud®® (af eastin the early centurics of Arab  adinistration)
were all embracing including  all mincrals of the emerald speces ve,
emcrald matrix, beryl and peridot. This, pechaps, explains the tales of
Herodobhes and somz Arab historians of emaerald statues, ohelisks and
other curiositics?.

In this article an gttempt s heing mude to shaw a lonp strugzle
of Man against one of the most inhospitahle and desolule environment,
in the hope of gaining one of the gifts of Nature, emerald and pienty
of it. Ths seurch took him a lonz way from the Wile Valley where,
at Iast, he found amidst the scological muszum of the Red Soz Hills
metamorphic mice-schizts rich in beryls. The ruins  of his mining
sattlements and workings are sull evident over a wide arca in the Sikait-
Zabara district (Fig- 1.} Decauss af inaceessibility and distunee (7days

1. Gramille, 8 R.{Fd.) The Legacy of Earpt, Oxford. 1847, p. 15. Only
warc precipas stones rush as larquoiss, lapis, 1azuli famitiar — see J, Wilson
Tho Culture o Ancicnt Feypt, Chictgo, 1963, p. 123.

2. Ball,J. TheGeography and Gooalngy of 5. EasternEgypt, Cairo, 1912,p..

1. Thomas,G.5. ‘FThe mincralTadustry o1 Egvpt’ Preci ous sianes: Emeraldy
Cairo Se. J. yol. III, Mg 28 1304 p. 267,
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from the Nile Valley) the preparation of the pems had to be carried out
on the spet, thus avoidiing considerable expense and trouble in transpo-
ring bulky material.  Thisin fact nccessitated the establishment, where
suitable, of stcemingly long-lasting mining scttements (or tncampments)
served with wells and watcr reservoirs, walch towers worship places
(temples und mosques) in  additon to requisite storgs and mecanichal
aids. Emerald minming, like that of gold and other precious stones
{in the E. D2ssrt and Sinai) was mostly the manopoly of the poverment
explaited, at least in Lthe Greco-Roman period, through the use of what
seems to be a kind of lotced labour.  latensive us this exploitation was,
Ecypt rmained for 1,800 years or so the only source of Warld's
cmeralds. As a corallary, these stoncs must have been of good quality
and not msre beryis 23 modern mining engineers allege. It is hard lo
belicve, stales Murray, “that these sa very extensive workings were
excavated o obtain stones of poor guality™ !

i
THE EYIRONMENT

To uppreciate the conditions under which mining operations were
conducfed and miners lived. it may be useful to discribe the physieal
¢nvironment witch has undenwent only slight climatic fluctuation since
the apening of the workings in the 4th eentury B.C. 2.

The renouned Sikait-Zubara emeraldeproducing district is
sitwared inthe billy sector of the south Eastern Desert hetween Jabihsdes
24° *37—2% "47 N cxtending approximately from north to south for 15
kilometres. Jt may be of intcrest o note that Ptolemy places the
Smuarapeud Mt. (Gebel Zabara) a little higher than its true position.
The journey to the mings took 7 or 8 duys 1a which a distance of about
200 Kilometres  had to be covered.

I. Murray, O.W. ,,Trogodylica. The Red Sea Littpralin Plolemaic Times'
Geog J.¥ol. 133, part | March, {967 pp. 24 = 33.

2. Huzayyin, 8. ‘“Changes in Climate, Vegetation oad Human Adjustment
inthe Sahzro-Arabian Bslt,' Man's Rolein Changing the Face af the Earth, Ed, W,
Thomas and Others, Chicago, 1955, p. 56T etsey,

Buoeret, k. “Environment znd Homan Ecology in Egypt™., Buw!. Soc. geop.
D'Eypte. T, XXXII. 1954 pp. 53 — 74,
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Spcaking of the Eastern Desert in peneral.  the most striking
feature is its disszcted nature. Dry wadis with their ramificatiens cut
the deserd into hill-magses and miner platczux especially on the west
and north, making it all thc more inzccessible as we penctrate deeper
into the Red Sza Hills. In their upper parts wadis resemble torrent beds,
but gradually develop into leng flat winding watcrcourses with clilTs of
rovks on their sides, som.timas 20 feet in hoight and beds of sand and
pebblcs in which all the lithelogical constitucrts of the surroundirgs
are represented.  In the highlands, the predominints types of scenery
arc extensive sandy pluins and gaunt, bare, rugesd mountains, though
bamess bzeam:s slightly relicved in the Elba Mousniain which cccupies
the far south-easicrn corner.

Land forms arc nzostly arefloction of solid geology. Thus stenc
platcaux side by side with granite bosses, spiky granite peaks over
1500ms. ahove szp-levcl, and broken masses of pnuisy. Crushing of the
older rocks igneous and meinmporphic is almost evooywnere cvideneed.
Good building sionss abound, and a vausty of rmibvera's {gold, copper
elc.) accur thoush in modest quantities £

The elimate of the regionis predominantly u desert typy., though
it breommes slighthy moist casiward of the watemhed which extends not
far from the Red Ssa coest-line. The chonge from the cold cloudy
weather (in Jan and Feb.) to the typical hot weather of the desert, is
brought about very suddenly by a chamae of wind dicrciion.  Cool
north-west winds arc felt in the nrorth par, while het damp winds
from the south-east prevail in the south. T hot-dry, sand-laden
“Khamasin®’ winds ususlly blow for four or five days togetherin March
and April. They caus: a sharp risce in temperature (over a 45¢IC. in the
shady) and fill air with sand dust. Rain falls 1n most years, but its
quantity is very variable, in some years there is barely epongh Lo keep
the wells replenished, and much of the scanty vegetation drics up; in
others, heavy stotms produce very rapid downrushes in the wadis, filling
them for short periods with ragina torrents. With the exeeption af
Gebel Elba whicb is fairly.wooded, the other mountains make 2 drea-
ry waste of naked rocks 2. Both animal and plant life, howewer, is

1. Dall, ¥ {1913 op. cit. p. 13,

2, On Gebel Elba see**Gebel Elba™ by I R. Fahmy. Faz. of Medicins,Cairo
Ppb. No. 7. 1938.



mainly restricted to wadis. namcly drainage lines. For teasons not
yet fully undzrstaod manbers af the local fauna, notably, ostriches and
zebras have recently disappeared, leaving bohind vestiges of their past
existence 1.

Waler supply is everywher scanty and is obtained from very
widely scattered springs, rock pools (in the mountains) and wells sunk
in the alluviul deposits of wadi-floors.  Being entirely dependent on Lhe
rainfall, their yicld is ofter harely sufficient for Man acd Animal, The
Eastern Desert posstsses ne arbcsian water-supplies similar o those
of the oases of the Western Desert?. In consequence it is only at
very [ew places that any cultivation can be praetised . This condition
applies to the past as well.  Of tiv sources of water, rock basins in the
mountains yicld the purcst water and form the principal supply of
pastoralists while springs and wells are mostly used by travellers
and tradcrs for their casicr aecessiblily 3. It iz to be noted that the
coastal plain is waterless except for salty wells near the sea.

A closcr view of the Sikait-Zzbara district { Fig. 1) will bring
home the actuzl scene end the kinds of mineraly, the ancient mining,
expeditions knew so well. Approachung the distriet from the soutb-east
we shall come across Wadi Nugrus and thence up its teibutacy, Wadi
Sikait. which drans  Gebel Sikait frem the west, the eastern flanks
being drained by wadt Um Gamil. Gebel Sikait itself 771 ms above
sea-level is a rugped ridge of schists and s¢rpentine in the upper part
situated in the mdst of hully country 14 kms south-cast 0{Gebel Zabara
anid 24 Kms from the Red Sea as the crow flies. Tthe distcict between
Gebel Sikurit and the sea  consists af an expanse of low hills through
which small wadis wind in and out. Towards the west, the hills are
higher and beyond them is an arid plain. Te the north and south moun-
tains rise inthe distance. Aucientminers found the Waat Sikast asuitable

1. Aceording to S, Huzayyin {The Placc of Enpl in Prehistory, 1%41) the
concmporary conditions of aridity did not set in until alter 2500 B,C,. G. Mumay
{1951} onthe clher haad,concludes that (he present climalic conditons set in olter
500 B.C.

2. Dall,J. Cootribution to the Geogrophy of Frypt Cairo, 1952, p, 11

3. Mac Alister, D, The Emcratd Mioes of N. Ettai”, Geog. J Vel XYL
Np. 5, Hov, 1900, p. 548.

It hag been found that the waler of cortein wetls and springs is cither purgative
(due to the absorption ofmagoesium salt} orsosalty £s Lo be anly diinkable bycomels.
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place to climb the mountain from. It was not a difficuTt ascent cspeeially
aller the construction of a road now broken!. The abundunce ef ruins
near-by ond the many old emserald mines mct with at the foot of the
mountain tcslify to the intensity of past exploitation. In addivion to beryl,
the mountain possesses a varicty of mincrals. Tourmaline, aclinolite,
various micas. chlorite, fale and cryslals al calcite arc among the
commonest minsrals availablc® . Figure (2) represcnts a geological
scetion of Gebel sikait madc by D. Mac. Aliscer{1900) and it is apparent
[rom the aceompaning remarks (referred to by inseried numbers) how
rich in minerals this Gebel hus been? . Proceeding across the hidly

1. Roadswere esscntially builtin the EfsternDescrt tofacilitate the movement
of the Eastern trade. Andwherever 2 road traversed the deserl, sume minoral
mor: orless valunble was surs Lo (urn up pear the pasacs.

2 Mae Alister, op., cit. p. 543 -- 45.
Sc= alze Ball, J {1912) wp. cit., p. 169 el scq.
Floyar, P. Tho Mines of the M. Fibai. Q. J. R, Asiat, Sac. Vol XXIY , Oct.
1891, pp. 811 — B33,

3, Inseried numbers and what thoy indicate — see Fig. 3.
Coarss taleschist with graphite.

Hornblende rock.

Quarlz,

Fissile micaschist and trough harnblende schist.
{Mined} Mica schist and imputy tal schist, beryl.
Quartz prophyry (brownish — r=d crystals)

Fissile vellow guir@ose mica schist.

Tale schjst with graphile.

Quarizose mica schit.

Fissile raica schist chrysolite end talc schist in pokzts,
{Mined} Quarlzaose mica schist, beryl.

Tule schist with ferruginous ¢alcite nodules.
Micaccous hornblende schist,

Quartzise mira schist.

. Coarss miga schist,

Schorl and tourmaline, actinolite.

Schourlaceoua schixt, fibrous.

Quartz reef,

Garnet rok (hornblende and quarty),

Quarirose hornblende schist,

Quartzose actinbic schist,

Fissilc hamblende sclust.

{Mined) Quartdos¢ mica schist, beryl.

Tal: schist with Rerruginous calzite nodules.
Greissen, rich in quartz, a
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country to the north weést we come to Gebel Zabare, a mountain mass
psing to 1,361 ms above sca =level and at the same time forms a
southward cxtension of the Hanaulis range. The mountain is drained
on the north and east sides by feeders of the Wadi Gadir (especially
wadi Zabara), while its western flanks, are partly drained by the wadi
El-Noum. Gebel Zabara is chicfly made up of schists of various types
with bzryl veins extending in the north-cast part!. The ruins in the
wadi Zabare ncar the old emerald mines, show that beryl was found
at some 500 ms 2bove seu-level.

1§
EMERALD EXPLOITATION

Egypt’s mineral wealth was to tiwe Ancicnt World proverhial.
This wealth essentially concentrated in the mounlains rising cast ofCopios
and Appollonos and was cxploited by the Ancient Egyptians if not by
their predecessors. However, emeralds were among the gems that
Egypt knew of lule, probably not earlicy than the time of the Greek
dorination (332 — 30 D. C.) Undcr the Prolemies Egypt was in principle
a roya! domain and so repal rights were excercised all gver the existing

= 268, Greissen.

27. Codrse impure tale schist.

28. Quartzoze mica schist.

29. {Mined) Miga schist, beryl.

30. Talc schist with ferrugineus impurities,

M. Argillaccous mica schist,

1L Fine = graingd salty mica schist,

33. Fissilc homblende schist.

24, Fipe-graioed salty mica schist.

35. Quartzpss mica schist.

A§. Fino - prained micaceous homblende schist, poor [n hornblends.

37. Iesper.

32. Granite,

1. Araphibolite rock, poor in hanblende.

40. Agrillaceous slate wich dendrites,

41. Impure talc schist.

42, Schistose amphibolite reck poor in horablende.

43, Light spatted applo-gteen serpentine, chrysolite, rephite, and
mefamorphased siliccous'limestone.

4, Bubtranslucent green serpentine, oliving, #nd oests of talc echist
which contain soluble salts, stockwotke of actinalite.

{. Ball,L(1912) op.,cit. P. 169.



minecal wealth ! In the same way mines were in Roman times contro-
llcd by the treasurey and esther exploited directly or worked by privale
contracts?.

Our information on emerald mining in the Eastern Desert 1s
derived from two muin sources ¢ 1. hisforical records “and inseriptions
2. investipations carried out in recent years by certain cxplorers.
Arubic doucuments furnish us with geod information while Greek and
Roman sources give no clue to many questions  Itis the ncoent investi-
galions that kave enablad us to make a general characterization of this
aslivily in antiquily,

The Greeo-Raman Periad -

The earliest direct reference lo ¢merald exploitation in Egypt is
made by Strabo (C. 63 B.C. — A.D. 24) who informs us that “‘on the
road crossing the LEasiern Desert between the Nile (Coptos)trand the
Red Sca there are the mines of peridots (obviously emeralds) and other
precious stones “Here Arabians (the local inhabilants) excavate deep
lunnels from which thoy extract emeratds”™? In all probability his
“Traglodyles" or cave-dwellers worked in the mines. #  The road from
Coptos to Berenice past the emerafd mountains is menticned with lists
of halting slations and water reservoirs and Lheir distances from cach
other both by Pliny (A, D. 24 - 79) aand the wiiter of the Antenine
Itencrary (A.D. 285—305). Appollonos (Arab Idfu} became at ene time
an importast starting-station on the road to the mires. From it (Fig.3)
the roud raa past Bir Abad to a place called row Kanais, some 400 Kms
from the Nile. Further on, it reached 2 place named Midrik. The
next station was Samut, a placz scattered with ruins, After Samut
the road ran past Gebel Dweig where it joined that of Coptos . Further
on, afler pussing over the watershcd the read continued past Gebel
Abu Had to the Wadi Gemal and thence up 10 the wadi Nugrus and
Wadi Sikait Lo the mines.

1. Preaux., C. L'Esoaomie Royale des Lagidsr, Bruxclies, 1939, pp.253—67.
Miloe, J. A History of Caypt-Undcr Reman Rule, Loundon, 1924, p.16.
Kamel, W. Strabain Epypt, Caire, 1953, p. 111 (Arabic bext).

oW N

Murray, G. {1967) op.,oit.,p.p 24 — 33,



the other jewels For the peculiar virtues ascribed toit, the many purpeses
it may be put to and lastly for its light weight compared with olher
precious stones 1.

The Arah Period -

The same factors that were behind the exploitation of Egyptian
emerald in  antiquity i.c. the productivity of the mines and the wide
and ever ingreasing demand  for the stonc continued in operstion
in Medieval Egypt.  One is cven inclined to state that emerald explai-
tation was more active and intcnse in the Middle Apes thanin antiquity.

Qift then Qous replaced Idfu {old Appollonos) as the terminus
of the road starling fram ““El-Khareba’” {mining district)?. Lzaving
“El-Kareha' the road crossed the watershed heading southwards
to wadi Barramia thence it continucd novth-wesiwards parity following
the wadi Hammamat before it reached Qous.

To quoic Masgudi {10 the century A.D.) “*Emcrald is io be found
within ths admininstrative district of Qift, in southern upper Egypt.
Thence the rozd to the mings begins. The pluce 1nwhich the mines are
locatcd is called Elkkurche (the rminvd) o mountairous deserl. The
Bedja (taken for the indigenous Abhada tribes) protect this place and
reesive royalities from whoever comes Lo dig the stone™ *. Idrisi and
Aby El-Feda refer to the mincs and the roads leading to them bur their
description  contains palpable crrors. It is Makrizi (1364 — 1442)
who furnishes us wilh a faitly inflormative account on emerald mines
and their exploitation *.

According to this historiographer, it took from seven to eight
days lo reach tne mincs from Qous?. Asto the mines they were located
in the center of & chain of mounlains and to the north of the highest

Masoudi, Murouj Al-Thahab, Yol. I. Cairo 1938, p. 319, (Arabic tcxt)
Makriri, Al-Khetat, Cairp, 1505 vol. L p. 376

Masoudi op.,ct., p 338

Ma¥Tizi op., cit., pp. 313 — 318 and P. 376.

5, lhid, p, 376

o oN oo
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peak named “Karkashenda'. An Arab manuscript entitled “Precious
stones “‘written in 1182 A.D. hy Abou El-Abbas El-Teiszchi describes
the taleese matrix in which the stones are found?. Makrizi nlso
speuks of two kinds of tale matrix, camphor tale and silver talc {as well
as jeroul stone?). Lmeralds, continues Makrizi, “are foundin dark deep
caverns where miners work with lamps and usc puiding cords lest they
lose their way inthelabyrinth of paysages. whence they dig the stones
with pickuxes?. With the ulmost care emerald was tken handled.
“The newly extracted emerald is throwninte wam oil, wrippedin cotton
end fnally packed inlinen’??  The repeorts of Masoudi and Makrizi
reveal that the southern periipn  of the Lostern Desert (from which
gold, copper and emeralds were extracted) was in the Arab period a
prosperous lund inhabiled by warlike tribes of mixed origin.  *“The
tribe of Rabi-a, states Masoudi, *‘mixcd with the Bedfah (the nauves)
and a3 a resull prew  in strength and wealth® Though under the
protection of these nomads (whose chicfs received royalities) the mines
were policed by soldiers and officers sent by the Sultan.However, it was
through the agency of 2 ceriatn contarelor thar the mines were worked.
Furthermore, we are informed that a bureau with averseers and seribes
looked after the mines and their !abour force 3. Mincers wages and
other expenses were boing paid by the Suftun throvgh this ofTice. This
in fact confims our view that in the Arab period paid lubour replaced
the age-old forced lsbour of formazr times. The pumber of workem
was never fixed. If the government became really anxicus to increass
emerald production mamy workers were recruiled, and if for some
reason or other itlost interest, the number deceased appreciably.
A duty that overseers had to perform duaily before the end of the
working bours was a careful and scrupnlous scarch privately applied
to every worker [est be hid a precious stone.  Yet despite this precas
ution somes workers succeeded in petling sway with gemss. As repards

1. Forcommeplser. A-M, De Rogicre Description de I'Egypte Yol XXI,
Parjs DM, o, xxovi, pp. 116 — 121

B. Quatremére, E. E. Memoires Geographiques ot Historiques sur 'Egypee.
Tomo eccond, Paris, 1811, p 174,

Moakrizi op., i, p. 313.
Ibid.

Masoudi, op., cit., p. 338.
Makrizi oD, cit., p. 376.
Ibid., op.,cit., p. 376

R A
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Arab mining stttlemets thoy represent a continualion of previous ones.
Expeetedly they were bumble villages built up of rubble stones and stood
close to the mincs but slightiy above the bed of wadis.

Abou-El-Abbas El-Tuisachi(1182 A.D.) names six mines worked
in hig days, but the places referred to by these names, cannel be indenli-
fied?. Further though cmeeald was essentially extracted from subterra-
nean pits, small amounts of infenor quality) were found embedded
in wadis floors. However, four kinds of emeralds came Lo De known
as cacly as the tenth century?

1. El-Mur M — very beautiful, costly and flawless, as brilliamts
and bright as white-beet.

2. ElBahari (Maritime)s ~Jd' — myrtle colourcd, pnzed by the
kings of Sind India, Zinj and China,

1. El-Maghrebi {Ozcidental) u_all- -s0 named becauseit ismuch
sought afler by the kings of Franee, Lombardy, Andalusia, Gallicia.
Gascony and Russia.

4, EI-A';suml.-'Eﬂ—U'ue commanest and most ipferor, pale gresn
and pot brilliant.

Masoudi and Dimashki (10th and I41b ceniury respeciively) also
distinguish the following four grades of emeralds?:

1. El-Thubabisudk {likencd in colour to that af the cantharides
fly) is of trug brilliant green colour and the most costly and precious af
all. One carat of it may cost as much as 4 dinars,

2. El-Rihanigl ) - (myrtle leal hued) is a second grade stone
but prelerred by orientals and negroes.

3. El-Salki 3Jl — White-best geloured.

4. El-Saboniu »\— has the appearance of Egyptian soap; being
‘dull in eolour is af little valuc.

1. M., De Rozitre, op.,cit,p. i20 et seq,

Z Masgondi, op.,<it., 323 and p, 339.

3. Ibd.

Dimashki, Nukhbar El-Dahre, Leipzig, 1923, p. 76. (Arabig text).
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Regarding the size of Egyptian emeralds El-Teisachi mentions
that the biggest stones are frgm twelve to BMeen millimetres in diameter,
the average being seven to eight millimeties!. Tn terms of weight
Masoudi gives five mithkals (three-quartcr of an ounee) as the weight
of the heaviest emerald found. But Makrizi cites a stone weighing one
rot (uhout one Ib} and angther foundin 1286 A.D. weighing 163 mithkals
{about 25 ounges)?. The unanimity of Arab woters in their admi-
ration of Egyplian emeralds and the worldwide reputation these pems
had, pgo far to rfuta the assertions of modern engipneers and jewcllers
who demy that the Egyptian mincs cver have produeced good stones.
Furthermore, the early Arab jewellers who apperciated the value of
high-quaiity gems considered Egypt the sole producer of the most
precious emerald  stones 2. We are even inclined to suggest that in
this period great efforts were spent to increase emcrald production in
ordsr t¢ mweet an ever increasing demand at home and abroad. The
prodigious amounts of emeralds bequeathed by members of the
reigning dynasty*, and the unanimous admiration shown by forcisgn
kings Lo certain Egvptian emerald stones, strengthen this view.

OFf superstitions connccted wilth the stope, Masoudi relates that
its colour is said to improve earlyin the month and under the full meon,
ihat the stoncs vary in abundanes according io the season, weather,
agd origin of the blowing wind, and that the stones desiroy the eycs
af scrpents that rashly gaz wpom thom?.

1. Thomas, 8. op.,<it., p. 268

L Makrizi-kitsb Alsolouk Vol. 2, Ist part Ceiro, i1, p. 12, (Arabic text)
Sce 2lso Taghri Dardi-Al-Noujoum Al-Zehira Vol. B, Cmire 1939, p. 215.
{Arabic Lzxit),

3. In thisconnectionths well-known Arab wtiter EI-Ga-hiz (SLh cennury A.D.)
staes clearlyin ooe of hisessays that the b=stemarald stoneszin his deya arg impor:d
lromEppt. S his **Al-Tabassur Binjjarah™, Caire 1935, p. 27 (Arabigtext),

4. One of the danghter afMo-izz, stes Makrizi,f¢teft at her dyath an ardebb
(about five bushels} of ererslds’ ses Makrizi Al-Khetat. Vol 1, p. 263, Also of
signicance js (e facl that the receipts from gmerald mincs were at ono Vime assigned
tothe cmirs, mamluks, and army, — Lane-pocie - A Hislory of Egypt-in the
Middle Ages, London, 1961, p. 304.

5. Masoudi, op. cit,, p. 339,
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Emecruld was carricd from the raines to Cairo, thence if made its
way to the far corners of the ocumene. It was coveted and higly-prized
ty kings for the many virtucs ascribed to it. Te mention a few, it
was held to be a parservative azainst cpilepsy, it cured dyscniery and
snake bites, it assited wornzn in childbirth, it drove away evil spirt,
and because of its colour was believed Lo be good for eyesight.

Adter 18 centurics of active explottution the mines showed sipgns
of exhaustion and hud to be abandoned. Makrizi approximately
fixcs the year 765 A.H. (. 1365 A. D.) as marking the ¢nd of emerald
mining in Egypt!. But it is Jikely that production of infurior stones
continucd, thouzh on a very small suale, untile Pezaro conquered Peru
(1520), a ncw country richin emerald 2. Thus, a mineral exploitation
that incrcassed Epypt's weulth and fixcd Man’s labaur for so long at
an inhospitable and dcsolate place, came to an ¢nd .

i, Makrizi, A1Khetat, Yol L p., 376,
2. Ismalovp, M., op. ct., p. 188

3, Duringihe 19ih contury, and the carly years of this century cerlain
atlempis were made towards ra-openicg Lhe nungs but they [ailed.
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The Arab szclion of the survey follows the pattern of the main
portion as closcly as feasible. As entrée en matilre we have the impres.
¢ions made by the Cordovan court upen Jehn of Gerze, covoy of Ctle
I; there follows a survey of historical and literary developments from
the Moslem conquest of Spain te the abolition of the Cordovan galis
phate. A tthis point comes a discussion of the Dove's Neck Ring of
Ibn Hazm-one of the fuw pages of this section which recall the percep-
live critical passages (such as those on the Rhythmus of Madera and on
Ruodlieb) which, earlier in this velums, enliven the drier factual manner
of the bulk of the exposition. With the eourts of the reyes de fas taifas
— the nearcst cquivalent to the [eudal sipnoral eourts — the author
is able to return to the identical method of regional sarvey which he
uscs in the earlier scctions. This portion ends with an account of the
two suophic forms of Spanish Arabic poetry, the muwashshak and
zajal, followed, very abruptly, by a page on Sicily, It is a very great
boon te have, after thes, a bird's-eye view of the arguments for and
against Amh influence upon madiaeval courtly literature. This inclu-
des a history of the conlioversy, beginning ag far back as the sixteenth
century, with Barbicxl’s supposition that rhyme is of of Arabic prove-
enance. Professor B2zzola divides the question into the study of genres,
themes, and motifs oo one hand, and of verse forms ¢n the othér, and
ends with a carefully balanced judgement of his awn..

It is ofien said that a reader is impressed by a work of synthesis
until he comes to the topic he knows something about — when his Eyes
open to the deficiencies.  IFT say that this happened in my own reading
of this volume, I must immediately qualify.this criticism by emphasi-
2ing that the Arab portion of the work is marginal to the whole schems.
This may be the least sound pertion of an impressive work, but it is not
the weakest link in the chain, since itis enly a pendentive teit.

Itis stimulating to have a view of 2 frament of the literary history
of Arabic as seen by a comparativist with & general interpretation of
cultural devclopments in mind; but, perhaps inevilably, there are distor-
tions of vision whichirritate. Itis not clearif the purpose of this survey
Is pure comparison, or whether it is intended to throw light on
the question-of influznces; in either cass, one ealls in doubt the dalimi-
tatlons and proportionate treatments of the topics discussed. Arab
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Europe was not culturally a scparate entity in the Arab world; 23 much
as any other portion, it sharad thz heritage of Islamie civilization, and
such new dovelopments as allected Arah culture in gzneral in the centu-
rics reviewed. Professor Bezzola, by dealing only with the specific
coatribution of Spain, without {illing in the background into which it
fitted, gives it a false emphasis.

This dozs injusiice to the Arab liwcrarure of Spain itself; thus
though he accords it the priority for fully developed stanzaic verse, be
does not (a5 Pérés and others have dane) recognize the particular emph-
asis piven in Spain te specific themes such as the descriplion of gardens,
and the use of flower symbolism. He does not sufficiently bring out
the way in which Arab Spain made flor itsoif out of the culture of
ths eastcm Caliphatc tha stimulus of an admired znd emulated model
—this though he does broach the'subject (pp. 1621 aswell a3 mention-
ing some of the comings and goings of lexts, traditions, and scholars
betwzen Spain and the east {pp. 159, 163, 167, 170-—71). Thisis regret=
table, because the Spanish situation would throw light upon Bczzola's
own vicw that classical culture played a similar réle in madiazval Buro-
pean szcular developmsnts, Presumably in an atterupt to justify 1he
¢nding of the survey with the eleventh century, we are (old that 'La
grande périods de la littérarure, de la philosophic ¢t des scientzes
arabes en Espagneira duxe auxizsidele.’  Yet Beazola himself roninds
us that Thn Quzrnz-m, inwhom he is parliculacly intcrested, lived to 1160,
and the stalernsnt ignores three giants . Averroes (1126 — 98), Ihg
*Arabi and Musa ibn Maymun (Maimonides), to whom no one, surely,
will deny the status of an Arabic philosopher. Professor Bexzola,
liks so many weslern obs:rvers, fails to und:rstand the peculiar way
in which Tslamic civilizalion waa at one and th= same (ime s¢ hetero-
genesous in itg elementy, and  yeot so nniqusly itseif; thus ene cannof
consider Ibx ul-Qutiyyah’s history as representing a ¢ non-Arah' point
of view (p.171) simpfy by reasan of ths historian’s being the son of a desc-
endant of Witiza. THhe respzeted position which a poet was accorded
at Arab ecourts is emphasized (p. 175), but although Professor Bezzela,
in this same context, recognizes the existence of poctc laste among the
middle classes, he reveals no awarencss of a prime  difference between
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Arab and European culture at that time -—- the iropertance of cities
in the first of the two. Ibn ‘Abdi Rabbihi published (p. 166} “toat un

receut]l composé de vers érotigues toujours suivis de poésies relig-
euscs’, Al-Zubayri is known (p. 168 n 2) for religious and moral posms
as well as poems of fin’ @nors : but the Arabic szgular tradition was
altogether very much more closcly knit with religious considcrations
than such passing remarks show — - as closcly as it was also with linguis-
tic studies, which receive scant treaiment. Ibn Hazm not only, like
Andreas Capellanus, ends his troatise witha re!rfxr.:ciow:. but also begins
it with one, using — as Chrestien de Troyes does in his Lancelot, words
which lay somne responsibility for the work upon the person who re-
quested it. If the Dove’s Neck Ring can be loaked upeon as a study in
‘comparative love’, 1s it entirely fortuitous that ifs author, a totally
‘commitied” Moslem theologian and a keenly observant bumanist,
should have written, in his Kitab wuf milal wan-nihal, one of the world’s
first works on comparative religion 7. ’

The dctails of literary and political history are not glways exuct,
and are sometimes not stated in the elearest fashion. A reader not familiar
with Arabic history will be puzzicd by the incompicte rcference on
p- 156 to the *premier Umaiyade [sc. first Umayyad ruler of Spain)
Abd el-Rahman ler (776 — 788)", especiully as the next page refers to
him as the nephew af the ‘dernier calif umaiyade [ie. of the East],
Marwan 11 (1750)", while p. 165 spcaks of Abd ur-Rahman 111 as the
first Umayyad [i.e. of the West] Lo adopt the title of caliph. Well may
Professor Bezzola warn 4s at the outsst (p. 153 n 1) that the tranelite-
ration of names follows no uniform method @ we have rechez for rajar
(p- 159), Asdi fbn Hani for Tbn Hani® al Azdi (p. 168}, 4moish for Al-
Mutizz (p. 168), and, ikroughont, the impossible form f ‘4bd el Rabe
bihi for 1bn ‘Abdi Rabbihi. The title of the Sakuntala is spelt in two
different ways within the space of four lines (p. 190 n. 3). Misprints
which would rormally be unimportant can in a work of such 2 nature
be a trap to the naipiliate: among names, titles and expressions misspelt
are Ibn Yahya (p. 169), Sivaf ul-mufuk {p. 167 n. 1), Ibn Bajja (p. 179),
Jafar (p. 182) and ribai (p. 192). On p. 172, itis said of Ibn Hazm's
grandfather that he was ‘converti gu christianisme’: this surely should be
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‘aonverti du christianisme’ * There are double references to the same
works and persens under different forms of the names, as wall as in
translated forms : thus Abu “Alt ul-Kali {167, 170), A! ‘igd f farid
(pp- 164, 16€) and Sirgj wh-muluk (pp.‘lﬁ?’ n. 1, 179) are each twice
intgduced as new to the reader;, p. 163n1 contains ne sign Uat two af
the warks referred Lo init arg transfations of the same book.

This type of erroris not conlincd to matiers of speelal know-
ledze, but threaten the common-sense of the cxpasition. We are given
a prneral supposilion that Ar-Ramadi ‘dovait &tre un poéte  d'aroour
tafliné” for Ibn Hazm te have singled him out as the perfed lover (p.
169}; two pagm'. laterwe are given a much morsg speeific  reason (his
poems to.a woman whom he had only glimpscd once in his lifc). On
the same page we are told twice over that Hisham II's motlr was a
Basquz; Amari’s work on Sicily and Bloch's on feudalism are each
referred to in full twice (pp- 182 n.1 and 185n.2; pp. 19201 and 198n.1).
In an important foornote (p. 185 n.6) listing motifs, item no. 34 has
droppad out. Ariaga’s tract criticizing the th:ory of Arab influcnce
is dated (p. 188 n. 6)¢¥enise, 1791°"; the copy which the present reviewer
owns was publishcdin Rome in the same vear © wort there two impress
glons of it ? Somc-tinwes the footnatus somawhat alter the arpument In
the text - thus the original Latin text of Alvaro’s Indivals banfnosus
{p. 161 n.1) makes it less indubitable than Dozy's trunslatien (in the
body of the icxt, p- 161} that it is Moslem (and not classical pagan)
waorks which were distracting the atientuen of this ninth-century bishpp's
Hock.

Professor Bazzola's work; in bricf, though it is magistral in its
broad lines, remzins in parts something of a patchwork of which the
tacking threads have not yet been remeved.

For the caders of this book the survey of the debate on Arab
influsnee upon European literature will be th2 most interesting part
part of this scction.  [ts value would have been greuferifit had been
— o= meetemeatio s b ceomn £ood dhod 22 2 ] dc!ailel:l makes if IUD]{ molfe

er hand, the valid argumenis
it armong arguments scarcely
had caught up on the work
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A few examples of lacunae and weaknesses of different types
may be gited. After Thamas Warton {p. 184) it’ would have been
welcome 1o see a referepee to Joscph Berington’s Literary History oy
the Middle Ages (1814), especiaily sinee this work set out to do, in its
Ieisurcly and unprofessional manner, very much what Professor Berzola
has succeeded in giving us today. Complete with-an appendix ' On
the Arabian or Sarazcenic Learping’, it is the work of a Bezzola of the
Napolconic period. Ther is no reforence to the recent theory that
Gerbert, who justly figures promingntly in the main poriion of this
volume (¢.g. pp- 52, 53, 58n.4, 74 n.5) studied Arabic thought and phi-
losophy at Rippoll : this, if true, brings forward the ¢fTect of Arab
Icarming on Europe by over a century (cf. p. 192 n. 3. The indebied-
oess of the Divina Coempiedig to Islamic eschatology is a notion that
ghould not have been readily dismissed in 1960, same years after the
Liber scalae had been published.  Arab influence on the fige arcts and
music may safely (pace Berzola p. 183) be classed together with
influsnce on the sciences, medicine, and philosophy, as ‘un fait prouvé’.

upon European writers, such as is scen, later than the period covered,
in Ramon Lull's use of Kafilgh wa Dimnah. In the discussion of parailel
motifs in courtly literature, no compatison is mads with oricntal analo-
gues (probably dus to a much carlier wave of trarnsroission Yin pepular
romances such as Hercog Ernst.

Over stanzaic schemes there is:same confusion. A distinciion
should b¢ made between Lthe overall scheme of the msvashchah, in
in which crossed rhyme ocvurs, and the usually monorime schemes of
the kharjah of the mumvashshah, which has 2 rough equivalent, in Middle
English prosedy, in the short-lined whee! at the end af & section of verse.
There is certainly same reason lo suppose that the kharjah is borrowed
fram lost Ramance songs; but thare is & ‘profo-muwashshah’ aitributed
to an castern Arabic provenance and to the ninth cc-ntury- (For
recent contribulions to this controversy, no fewer than three articles
in one number (vol. xxi, fase. 2) of Al-Andalus for 1956 may be adduced.)
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Professor Bezzola’s survey, which comes to ne dogmalic concly-
sion reganling the transmission of verse-forms and the cult of fin’ amers,
should persuade any readcr that the parallcls between Arabic and
European literature are, ou these two points, ton striking for a scholar
of thc Europezn trzdition to dismiss Arabic literature 23 ‘exotic’ to
his theme. Even with no influence proven, the rcligious and cultural
sumilaritics (Bezzala, p. 199) are illwninating; but when a king of Seville,
and patron of poetry, 18 shown to be descended both from a Yemenito
uwibe and from the Wisigothic rulers {p. 164), signs of inter-penstration
must surely be carcfully considered. A student of western lovesliterature
who is ot all interested in the inlerplay between faith and the emotions,
the tender nostalgic sorrow with which a belicver who is also a2 ‘huma-
mist” folds away the sceond-best raiment of his being, will inevitably
take in at one glance the closing stanzas of Chaucer™s Troilus, the last
book of Andreas’s De grec hopeste amand! and the final sections of The
Dove's Neck Ring, a book of which Professor Bezzola (p. 173) writes

Le moule ovidien du ‘Livee de la Colambe® ¢st encore recon-
naissable, matg l¢ genre didactique A base sceptique s’est transformé,
par l'inspiration d'un vrai podte €t philosophe piatonicien, en une char-
mznte suite de sctoes non stulement bien obscrvées et décnites, mals
profondément vécues. A cdté du Tawg af-hamama o’Ibn Hazm, 1'Ars
amandi d'Ovide, malpré son raffinement forme! tout pénfirt de la
sensualité la plus cynique, et lc De arte  honeste amendi d’André le
Chapelain, dans la sécheresse de son exposition ct de sa casuistique,
font assez pittre figure.

MAHMOUD MANZALAQUI






SPAIN DETWEEN EAST AND WEST

By
ANTONIO IGLESIAS LAGUNA

Spain as an Eastern Cowntry

Among all the Eutopean nations having ever buill a bridge
between Bastern and Western civilization, Spain is perhaps the country
that Latter presorved the Orientud heritege.  Much betwr than Greece,
Rom: or Byzantiwn. Greece ahsorbed much of the Oriental eultures
of her age, specially in her orizins, but she remaived Greek, I mean
Eurnpcan, throuzhout the centuries. It is for this very reason that we,
Europeans, talk about Greck culture and thought as the living source
of our swoittual litz. Rome, loo, was imbibed of Oricntal spitit but
far the Romuns the Qrient consisted only of far-olT provinees that had
W be protected and raised o Roman standards of cwvilization. Greece
form.d the Europ:an mind. (Byzamium should be considered as a
kind oM Christian bulwark able to resist the Asialic onrush till 1453, in
which year Consiantinopte was conquered by the Turks.)

Lastly. the great powers af medern Europe — England  and
France — cam? Lo the Oricnt with a view to subduing it. Colonization,
Lmp:rialism were me=ans for & political task which besides the paliticil
enstavement ineluded the diffusion of European ideas and(habits but
not the opposits, though the totacimpermeability was impssible. Those
coudtries were more interested in {chcap) raw materials than in cultu-
ral valuzs. Ths antagonism brought about the jealousy between
both of thzm. In Egypl, for instance, England and France clashed
1n Napoleonic times. The invasion af Syria proved to bz of no avail
end Napoleon had to return to France in Augus. 1799.but this war only
reflzcied the strugale for supremacy in ths Middle East between both
nations. Their colonia! mentality is well illustrated, as Dr. Alimad
Anwar, Egyptian Ambassader in Madrid remembered in a lzcture at
Zaragoza, by the fact that the French Prime Minister, M. Jules Ferry,
denied in ths year 1885 bzfore ihe French Assemhly that the Human
Rights Declaration may huve anything Lo do with Negroes.
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thern Spain. For the same reagons when Franee conquered Mautis
tania we tooke the necessary steps for protecting the Canary Islands.
Britain, for instance, has more than once tricd to coovert these two
Spanish provinces into a  British colony.)

We are living todzy in a changing world, in & world where colp-
nialism and unperialiem are regarded as curses we cannot put up with.
In this conucction the Spaniards feel like all the Afroasian countries
because we are still suffering under colopialism.  We are sure of the
final disappearance of colonizlism, byt in any case nobody can overlook
the-historical and geographical fac! that Spain and Africa are comple-
mentary parts of a2 whole. Summing up, it is convement to remind
onese|f that Spain, as regards her policies towards ths Oriental world,
has becn conquercd before conguering herself the tiniest bit of land,
that Spain has lived under Orientzl influence 2.500 yeare and only excricd
ber own infTucnce dring the last five centuries; that even in those bygont
days when my country was a 5ca power in the Maditerragean she always
fought a dufonsive war, neyer trying to rule over pzoples, though this
mrzlit have boon possible in several occasions. It is therelore correct
to speak of Spanish poitical inhibition {(in the Meaditerranean) as well
as of a contineous trend towacrds frisndship and cultural intercouse
with Arab countrics.

Spuin lcarnred very much frem the Muslims, adopled their
cultute and established blood ties with them. We are proud of our
Arab past. We balieve that this common origin secures the continuity
of our friendly relations with the Arab world. This community of
id=als and interests pives its special fluvour to  our spiritual presence in
the Oriental world though one must not forget that Spain is an Euro-
pean country and 1 Roman Catholic one. Our preference for the Arabic
civilization has nothing to do with Imperial preferencts or Imperial
rights to be defended with warships, parachutists and airborne troops.
It1s the result of a common destiay. Kioships due to political domi-
nztion, to a colonialist past are doamed to disappear, to show their
real face. (Those who have to suffer under them will only be glad to
se¢ them in jeopardy, to free themselves from such ,,relmives’. The
Holy Quran says in this coanection : ,,And when the trumpet is blown
there will be oo kinship among them thal day, nor will they ask of one
anather'’.
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Spain as a Western Country .

Nobody should think T am (trying to make amends for eventual
errors in the past or) (suggerting to show (before your eyes) tha
iraage of one Spain) that could bec an intergral part of the Mussu-
Iman world. Were this the ¢ase, one would have to explain how it is
possible that my country be a Roman Cutholic one, that rp Muslim
minoritics live there like in Bulgaria or Poland, not to speak of ou
overwhelming Muslim popuiation’ like in Albania. OFf course not.
Spain remains a part of Europe.  Spain began her carrier as a modcrn
natton with the discovery of America, in 1492, i. e. the same ycar of Lhe
Granada surrernder.  Nations must undergo a physicel growth in order
to achieve historicul maturity. Importaat arc only the elements compo-
sing national bedy. On the other hand Spain has absorbed Orirntal
elements during 25 eenturics and thsy cannot be thought off, ignored,
excluled without maiming the very framework of our soul. Nobody
should, however, think these Origntal clements are the prineipal ones.
Te belicve this is the usual crror of some Arab historians, who mistake
themselves and their readers by taking no account of our history as a
whole, limiting their research to Muslim Spain. Why not  to Greek,
Carthaginian, Roman, Byzuntine or Visipothie Spain 7 1 don’t wish
to refute such anillustricus historian as Amir Ali but I cannot help to
smife when I read these words printed in his famous ,.History of the
Sarracens™  “The Moors were banished; for a while Chrisiian Spain
shone, like the maon, with a borrowed Light!then came the eclipse,and
in that darkncss Spain has grovelled ever since™. The truth is just
the opposilc.  After having achieved her national maturity in 1492,
Spainrose during a couple of centuries to precminence in Europe
and throughout the world, attained her Golden Century. Her definitive
political fallin 1898 has to be explained as the result of a hopeless
struggle with rising European powers like Germany, France and Great
Briiain. Qur downlall is logical dug to the enomous tusk we took on our
shoulders. The reasons for our decuy should not be looked for in the axis
stence or absence of Muslim communities in our country afier 1432,
Had Spain remzinred Muslim (until foday) during those hright centu-
ries) the European nations would not lave spared her, just as they did
no! spare the Otteman Empire, Persia, India or the Arah world.
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1 must reassert it. Spain is an European country though in a
peculiar way having little in common with the Europeanism of Germany,
Itsly or Franco.  Europe means for us something else. We arc
Europeans as well, maialy Europesns but not execlusively Europeans.
{Just as the Russiany are European and Asiatic at the same time.)

My country, due to hec geographical situation lives inside a magic

triangle * Euwrope, America and Africa. Not to understand this is
the best way for misunderstanding Spain. The Frenchmen say ,Alrica
begins at ths Pyrences™. Well, Africa may begin at the Pyrcnees.
We are proud of it, we don't forget there are raciel links between the
Iberian and the Berber tribes since prehistoric times. In spite of it
Spain diflers from Africa just a3 Africa diflers from Spain. I consider
necessary to lay stress upon  this reality, (as. Muslim historisns went
somelimes so far s to idsntify Mussulman Spain with Alfrica and the
Orient.  They wrote by the by pages of delicious candour about the
Christain invaders of Al-Andzlus) The Spanish arabist Isidre de las
Cagipas has proved that’only a few thousand Muslims have been
necessary for conquering Visigothic Spain. Including the Almoravide
and Almohads troops who cams thereafter, the Arab and African soldiers
occupying the Pendigsula during the famous c¢ighi centures nover
supposed the bulk of our population, only a small part of it.  To put
it in othsr words, the Spamish Muslims have been no forcigners but
mainly Spaniards converted te Islam. For this reason the reconquagsi
was actually acivil war between christian and Musuiman Spaniands,

Islamic toleration permitted the existence af big Christian and
Hebrew communities in Al-Andalus. Marriages betwen Christi-
ans Muslims, military allainces between Christian and Muslim princes
witl a vicw Lo overninning Muslim or Christian encmies have not been
seldom but, as a matter of fact, the general hnv.  The casz of Muslim
Spaip bears a striking likeness to that of Muslim India, though there
is a capital difference : Muslim power was destroyed in the subconti-
nent by Buropean nations, not by the natives themselves as it happened
in Spain. (Tbercfore the outcame has been different © Spain remains
loday a cormmpact, homogenous people; India is composed of peoples
speaking many languages, belonging te many races, believing in many
religions.) '

30



Spain can be proud of her Arab heritage without forgriling
her Chnstian tradition. The Muslim prescnee in the Peninsula
enriched our  spirit, changed it partially but it did not substancially
modify a national genius which had had occasien for developping
along original lines many centuries before the advent af Istamic
civilisation. Let us pot forpet that Roman Spain supplied the
Roman Empue with philosopbers, economists, writers, poels and
emperors.  Thus, my country had the obligation of maintining a culture,
aspirit that had meylded cur mind since the arrival of Greece and Rome
to our coasts. Christianity came with the Romans and it intended ta
stay. The Reconquest was started in 718, seven years alter the Visie
gothicdefeat, and the rolling back could not be prevenied by the Mussp-
Imans. it seems exaggorated to speak of cight centuries of Mushim
Spain. Forty per ccnt of the Iberian soil had been reconguered as
carly as 1065, at the death of Ferdinand I. The southernmost point
of the Peninsula, Tarifa, fell in Christian hands in 1292, As a malter
of fact Muslim Spain  had been rcduced to an enclave two cemluries
before the Fall of Granada.

Plcase, bear also in mind that Christian Spain was not isolated
from Europe. The Eurpean countries, Italy. and France mainly, gra-
nted Christian Spain the culfyral and spiritual support she barely necded
for resisting ihe pressure of Islamic ¢vilizalion that. 23 cverybody
knows, was patamount and better than our own during the first centuries
of this confrontarion. Roman tradition, Christian rcligion and Euro-
pean backing in this crucizl period modelated Spain and made my
country Europzan for ever in spite of the Oriental marks and the spiri-
tual ties with the American continent- Had Spain been forgotten like
Alhania, she would be tody a different land. History decided thus and
1o ipnore its lessons scems the best way for misunderstanding a nation.
(To overlook the permanent reality of Christian Spain amounts to forget
the existence of Pharaomic or Ptalomcic Egypt. The vigorous perso-
nality of Enypt, il compared with that of other Muslim countries, has
its roots in the historical grandeur beforc Islam. Nomadic peoples
who never produced a greal civilization possess a singfe culiural layer.
This might be Lhe case of ths Eskimos net that of Egypt and Spain.

dralr and European Cwvilizaticn :

Let us see Spain with Buropean eyes. A German, a  Briten,
a Frenehman, a Scandinavian will icll you that Spain, considered as
an Europcan ¢ountry, is 2 very queer ou¢. They notice racial, spiri-
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an European country, is a very queer one. They notice racial, spiritieal,
cullural dillcrenoes we are alwuvs awere of. These traits are Lhe suguel
of our Oriental past, specially of our Arab tradition. In ourliterature,
our folklore there are many traces of this Eastern trend. Spanish
chivalry and hospitality have Islamic roots. The-Sparish Janguape. on
account of our Roman ancestors, remains a Latin language up to the
present day; hus, however, adopted many thousands of Arabic and Petsian
weords. The Spanish  poetry uses strophes akin to the Arabic encs.
Our early medieval poetry, as Dumaso Alonse says, has not Provencal
but Muclim origins. Our oldest poems contain Arabic and Spanish
words graccfully igtermipgled. Tn present Spain there arc many tewns
and villages the holydays of which — the feasts of Moors snd Chris
stians — call up those happy days in which bigotry did not hisder &
common life. There is stil! a Spanish villaze, Benamahoma (Cadiz),
1. e. the wown of Mohammed children, where the warlike show 2'ways
cnds with a Muslim vicory.

Thousands of Spanish geogruphical names have an Arabic

origin. This happens becuvs: AlArdalus waus not shmply & rescrvoir
of Islamie civilisalion but one of iis chiel centres. Muslim cubiure
developped there nurlured by the Sganizeds th:mselves, who Tosturcd
it with the same passion they putin ihe advaneemuert of Roman culture.
»Whatever can be done by sheer force of genius of the impulse of some
ardent passton, whether in the physical or in th: spiritual world, that
2 Spaniard hos done™, wnites the British histerian Havelock Ellis. The
same uuthor remembers thut the old Iberians formed part of a preat
Muditerranean race which reached [rom Spain to Africa, where they
may stitl be seen in their present form, by Lhe angient ¢alled Lybians,
by the modern Kabyles and Berbers. A kinship that maintains itself
due to the Carthasinian presence in Spain that explained even ip
Roman days, the curious aliinity between Africa and Spain in the rose-
mbiance in literary spirit betwesn the Latin African writers and Spunish
wrilers.).

Muslim Cordova could boast of a cultural chostian tradritnt
several centuries old going back to Hosius, Senmeca and Lucan. It
floursished in Cordova the highest civilization of its time, ils university
was the chief centre of European learning, and Albucasis, Abenzeail
Al Hazem (and Averroes) were the chief scieatific luminaries. Any
way I must repeat it, they were Spaniards who developped o Muslim
culture just as centuries before other Spaniards had  developed in
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the same place the Roman and Chrislian civilizalion. Spain was always
an active, dyamic agent of Maslim learning.  When the Spanish Muslims
were complled to leave the Peninsula they tried to maintain alive their
cultural tradition on African soil; but huving been deprived of their
roots they did not succeed in the long run and brought forth a mimetic
civilization, 2 constant repetition of the glories of Al-Andalus.

“The inlercst for Muslim culture will on the other hand be kept
alive by Christign Spaniards who travel through Africa and Asia and
sometimes accept Islam. For instanee, Leon d2 Granada, whose real
name was Hassan ben Mohammed, born at Granada in 1491, auther
of a(giant) “Description of Africa™ (1526); Luis d= Marmel Carvajal,
wholived 22 years in Africa, principally in Tunisia, author of a <“General
Description of Africa™ (1573); Ali Bey el Abbasl, aready referred to;
Hach Mohammead el Bagdadi (Jos¢ Maria de Murga}, and Sheikh
Ismail (Joaquin Gatell).

 have pointed out the survival of Christian Spain inside Muslim
Spain.  This survival accelerated the Reconquest. The Christizn
kingdoms ol North Spain kept a watchful eye on these fellow- believers
and tried to establish thoir rule over them. The Reconquest must
thereforz he considered as a roll-back, as a turn of the tide, as a civil
war beiwcen holh cammunitigs and not 25 ¢ Spanish invasion of the
Spanish fatherlad). Codeora has proved that many Latin Janpuages and
dialeets were spokan in Al-Andalus, where Arabic was simply the ofiteial
languarse. Latin was at the same time employed for liferary and cano-
nical purposes; the Christigns of the ¥III-XI conturcs could not
of course ersals acivilisution rivalising with that of Cordova. They
lived on scanty books and had no libraries like that of ul-Hakem I
Therefory the greut writers of this period ane Muslims  like Algazal,
Ibn Abd el-Rahinl, Aben Hanl, Azzobaidi, Habid, Radia. It is the
great age of zéjel and muwwassaha.  But the Christian tradition instead
of dying away lives underpround, in Cordova itself, thanks to the
scholarship of men like Speraindzo, Saint Eulogius, Paule Alvare and
Abbot Sanson.  MNotwithstusding the Muslum civlization pgrows and
th: Chust:an decays. In the days of Abd-ar-Ruhman 1T there are
in Cordova only a few Chnistian inteblectuals, who larer on migrate to
Northern Spain, attracted by the intcllectual revival of Cluny in ihe
X1l ¢coptury.  Parallel to it, Mussulman learning fades away in Al-An-
dalus from the XIII century onwards. Abul Beka, Alwacaxi and Aben
Cucman are the last representatives of afoik fighting now not for literary
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supremacy but for physical survival, The Spanish lanpuage is born,
the preat madieval authors wwrite their masterpicces, the Spaniards
acquire slowly the sense of nationality and they de their best in order
to bring the whole country under their rule.

Sumnting up

Spain has enjoyed the Oriental influence during many centuries
but, T must reassert it, she never forgot her European roots. Presant
Spain is the result of this encounter and peaccful ruceting of East and
West. The Western world prevailed at the end but the Onicntal traits
are there and nobody can deny them. Tt is for this reason that Spain
means g compromise between both cullures. She is the only European
nation who can boast ef an Oriental hemiage without being indeed an
Oriental country. In thes days of Spanish begemeny in the world our
historical destiny held us aloof from the Muslim world and sent us
across the $2as W croatc our own civilization in the Western Hemisphere.
Notwithstanding the Mussulman world was never forgotten and the
Spanish speaking ¢ountries overssas have alse got something from the
esscnces of the Spanishsou!.  The mudéjar archilecture, that of Muslim
erchitects working in Christian Spain, could be the best cxponent of
this. Mudgjar, a style which you can find in America in the eathedral
of Sunte Damingo, in the house of Diego Colon. in Sunto Domirgo
de Tunj2, in San Francisco de Cartagena.  Finully, let us remember
ther are big Syriun, Turkish and Libanesc colonivs in South America
bringinz loguther the Arab and Spanish tdeuls. The similarity between
both of tham has payed the way lor cultural movements considered
impossiblz one hnudied yewrs ago, for instance the revival of Arub
postry. Is it not surprising that some of the prewlest Arab poets of this
century were born in the Wesictn Hemusphere ? Poets like Fawzi
Maahuf and Al-Karaui bam in Drazil, like Youran Khalil Youbran
and Nuima borm in the USA. like Tlias Qonsul bornin Argenting, Iligs
Qonsulis a bilingual post writing both in Arabic and Spanish,

Spain, a nation between Last and West, a country that although
it belongs to 1th2 West is proud of ker Oriental ancestry. The only
European lund that has trcasurcd the best essences of the Arab soul
and can therefore say that its fmicndly relations with the Muslim world
arc decp-rootcd and everlasting.  Spain a country with Buropean mind
and Arab soul.

Antonio Iglesias Laguna
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‘NATURE IN THE EARLY POEMS OF MATTHEW ARNOLD

By
OMNIA RIAD GINDY

The ““dissolying agencics of the eighteenth century and the fiery
storm of the French Revolution” ! had destroyed, for Arnold, the
basis of Europe’s spiritual life. To him the grand business of "“‘modern™
poetry was to supply anew such 2 hasis, to give a maral interpretation,
from an ind>pendent point of view, of man and the world, and, thercfore,
it was thut for him, as for Epictetus, the ““concern how to live" became
the hest and master thung. 2 This ‘concern lies behind, and accounts
for, his ssemingly inconsistent dealings with Nature. His attitude
rermained the same throughout, and it is best refleced in the relevant
poems ke himself put in the Selections of 1877, namely, Quier Work,
Parting, Sclj-Dependence, Morality, A Sunurer Night and Lines Writien
in Kensingtan Gordens. These reveal a dualistic frame of mind in which
two modes of perespiion co-exist without ¢bming into conflict with cach
other. Inthe first place, he chose to see and represent.nature as exempt
from the bewildering and benumbing inluences to which poer uprooted
man was subjected; hence, as a healtns power for

*The complaining millions of men
{who) Parken in-fabour and pain™.
{fromm The Youth @ Naiure)

In this Acnold was not altogethsr treading a solitary path. Wordsworth
writing in 1800 saw with concern *‘the increasing accumulation
of men in cities”™. 7 By the 1840°s the modern industrial city, the

1. M. Arnold’s Poeticai Works, ed. C. B, Tinker & H. F. Lowry, London.
O.U.P. 1850. Pp. 498-29, from Arncld's nolc on Semancour,

2. See Arnold’s Preface to his edicion of Peems of Wordiworth (Macmillan,
Londem, 1947) Pp. xvisvi,

3. Erglich Orivical Essays @ XIX Cemury, World's Classics, P. 6,
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creation and syrubo! of the libera!, machine-ridden socicty, was in full
existence. In the new cnvironment the loss of the sense of camraunity,
and the pain of doubling attending on the breakdown of traditional ways
of thought combined to transform the romantic love of nature into the
nostalgia for a lost world of peace and companicusaip, of quietl minda.
As Mr. Houghton puts it, “The image had its basis in memory, for every
Yictorianin the ity had either grown up in the country or in a town small
enough for rcady contact with the rural environment™.! The nature
poetry of the Victorians and their landscape painting in @ sensc were
meant te counterhalance their loss of lellowsbip with pature. To
Ruskin, erchitccture was, “as far as may be .. to tell us about Nature,
to posscss us with memories of ner quieiness™ . ?  This attitude was not
mere escaplsm; or if it wag, at least, it is escapism bused on experience.
The country-side was secn 8s a trus spiritual retrest which could
rescue men from the 1nfection of urban Iife -—its wtilitrianism,
its sclfishness, its wear and tear on body and seul  Arnold’s view of
the therapeutic powsr of nature was delicate, instinetive and never
blatantly didactic. In Lines Written in Kensington Gardens, a poem
reminiseent of Wardsworth's Reverie of Pour Susan and Marvell's The
Garden, amidst “men's impious uproar™ and the “city’s jar”, Arnold
perceives that “hore is peace for ever rew'’, that the umversal values
he sometimes deemns dead still ahide in the “Calm soul of all things',
and rcpose and consolation ensue. He had not as yet been seriously
czuzaht up in the 1oils of the Machine of the Inspectorale, but the inte-
liggtual and spintuzl almoesphere he matured in, the expuerience of living
gt Fox Howe, his wrecked passion for Marguerite had made him find
in the grand still forms of the snowy mountains and in the stars of the
fArmunent, a perpetual soures of conselation and an ideal of tranquillity
to which *“this poor cxapeerated sur-excited humanity' * could aspire.
In th: violenoe of parting with Marguerite, Arnold desires Lo be
lifted up and made onc with a great wild energy -

1. W. E, Houghton : The Vicrorian Frame of Mind 1830--1870. Yale
Uhiversity Press, 1957, Page 80

2, Selectinnx from the Weitags of John Ruskin (m d.) Lopden, Gearge
Routlcdee & S0ns. New York, ILP Dutton & Co. Pace 175,

3. Letter to Clough, 23 October 1850, in M. Arpotd's Letters to A. H. Claxgh,
cd. & iotroduced by H, F. Lowty, Londen, O.U. P, 1931, Pege 116,
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“Ye storm-winda of Autumn !
Who rush by, ...
Ah ! with you let o go”’
(fram Parting)

but it is only to go where the decp stillness of the mountains and the
icy torrenis of Obarmann arg 10 soothe hita and cure him of his confus-
ion! However, it is in Quiet Work, the very title of which
epitomiszs what Arno'd held nature o mean ta man, that he expreascs
his views explicitly :

“One lesson, Nature, let me Icarn of thee,

One lesson which in every wind is blown,

Oge lesson of two duties kept at one

Though the loud world proclaim their enmity —

Of toil unszver'd from tranguillity !

Yes, while on earth a thousand discords ring,

Man's fitful uproar mingling with his toil,

Siill do thy sleeplcss mtinsters move on ,.."

The poem stood as the motte te the 1853 Volume of Arnold’s poems
andin the final arrangement of the collected posms it was the first one
in th? book Thzrefors, “it is clear that (he) regarded it as of primary
umportance with respect to his postry and to his plulosophy af life™. 2

In that age of “discords™ Amold saw that only in active employ-
ment could m:n hops to  retatn their equilibrium. In 1848 he tells
Clough, “If you m=an to do aothing why not emigratc? Shake yourself ..
For God’s sake don’t mope, for fram that no good can ¢ome™. ? Four

l. O Letier toClough Sept. 1842 {op. cit. F. F10}, I ¢arty my aching head
to the moust2ins and to my cousio the Bhunlis Alp.**

2. Tinker, C.B., & Lowry, H. F., The Poriry of Matthew Amold .
A Commentary, Londeon, O.U.P,, 1940, Pape 22

3. Letter to Clough, (Lesters Page 84) June/Taly 1848,
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months later, he writcs, I desire you skould have some occupation—
I think it is desirable for cveryons, very much so*for the poor subjective,
dzpth-bunter, Clough. ¥ He himself found in the grinding work of the
inspectorale a partial relicf from the mental and spiritual digcomforts
he used to experience - I am somectimes in bad spirits, but generally
in better than I used to be™. 2 Writing to a friend, ha quotes, “Rien
ne sauve dans cette vie-gi que 'occupation et le travail.”? This same
quotation with others stressing the need of work occurs several times
in s Note-Books. But Arncld was no mere propagandist for the
VYictorian pospel of work. True, he had expericnced in his own mental
history the partial wisdom of Carlyle’s injunclion to close onc's Byron
and to open one’s Goetlic and that he had in [85] to take on the arduous
task of inapecting Dissenter’s schools spread over a yvery wide area; but
the ficld in which he chose his living was that of educalion, where he
could be in touch with both the workings of the outside world and of
the human mind. He had not bstrayed his old desite to see his
way to the “firm iatellipihle law of things end thus to pet a basis
for a less confuscd action and a more complete perfection than
we have at present” 4. This is the-Apostle of Culture speaking, the one
who condemacd all mechenical action and mere doing that was divere-
ed from a pursuit of inward perfection. The young poet of 1848 was
no less a firm belisver in Culfure and no more indulgent of blind intense
activity, directed to oo formative end. 'What he admired in Nature
was precisely its **Quict Work' @ it was quict because the ‘firm inte-
lligible law of things” seemed to find its fulfilment thereip :

“Still do thy slecpless ministers move on,

Their plorious tasks in silence perfecting,

Still working, blaming still our vain turmoil’.
(from Quiet Work)

i. Letter Lo Clough (Leiters Papr BA) 12 August, 1848,
2. Qp. Cit. P. 122, 7 March, 1852.

3. M, Arpold’s Letters, collccted and arranged by G. W, E, Ruscll London,
Macmillan, 1901, Pags 260,

4. M. Arnelds Culiure and 4narehy, Landon, John Musray, 1349, Pege 122,
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To Axmold, then, the appearances of nature *‘could provide a
consoling power for man and could stand as a mute ¢riticist of human
actvity”™.! but in nro way did he ever exalt nature at the expense of
man. The naturceversns-man situation which Ameld ereated in his
poems was always i ternporary hypothesis pastulated in order to redirect
man to the primary Jaw of his being. There is no ¢ssential contradiction
between To an Independent Preacher and Morakiy, on the one haud,
and SelfDependence and A Swmmer Night, on the other. The three
last mentioned pocots always formed a group whenever they were re-
published, the order of Morality and Seif-Dependence somelimes being
reversed. The poems figure bothin the Collected Edition of the poems
andin the Sclections. They follow from the poet’s reflections on man’s
fatg in face of “Progress’ and ““Revolutions™, and in Sz/f-Dependence,

“Weary of myself, and sick of asking
What T am, and what I ought ta be*’,

he returns to addresy the stars, the “labourers™ of Quiet work,

“Ye who from my childhood up have calm’d me,

Calm me, ah. compese me te the ead 27

In contemplating the vastress of the heavers Amold hopes to
find rcleass fram that sepse of constriction implicd in the last lines of
Revelutions

*One day, thou say’st, there will at last appear

The word, the order, which God meant should be.

— Ah ! we shall know that well when it cames near;
The band will quit man’s heart, he will breathe free.””

To the poet's desire for sclf-expansion comes the “air-born® answer

“Wouldst thou be as these are ? Live as they.
Unaflrighted by the silence round them,
Undistracied by the sights they sce,...

1. W. A, Jumison, Araold omd rthe Ramantics, Rosepkilde & Bagerr,
Copcnhapgen, 1958. Page 2.
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s«lf-poised they live, nor pine with noting
All the fever of some differing soul.
In their own tasks all their powers pouriog,
These atlain the mighty lile you sce’f

The poet, instead of bzing merged into the Universs, is senf back to
aciuality, and the “word, the ordsr which God meant should be™ is

“Resolve 1o be thyself; and know that he,
Who finds hims:ll, loses his misery™.
(fram Self-Dependence)

Nature isthere to sugyest meral values to man, but the laws which govern
her are scparate and distinct from those which govern human life.  Reli-
giaus impulses being & “mystery™, mun hus to reiy upon self-control
or canduct in the ordering of his life; however, once he perseveres in
that “‘stnfe dwane’” in his *'struggling, task’ d morality™, a-woral nature
relinquishes her assumed superiority and, in a sense, even directs man
to the Creater

*¢... that s=vere, that earnest atr,
I saw, I felt it once — bast where 7

“Twas when the heavenly house I trod,
And lay upon thz breast of God™.
(from Muorality)

To “rest in naturc is to deny one's humanity, to beriray one’s
higher and spiritual self ;
“Know, man hath all which Nawre hath, but more,
And in that more lie all his hopes of good”.

Yet, evenwhen
“Man must begin ... where Nature ends;

when Nature and man can never be fast friends™,
{(from In Harmony with Nature)



Arnold does not hesitate to praise Natore for its steength and coolness —
that would not confuse the issue for him. To confute the Independent
Preacher, who should have known better than to cry up naturc as 2
complcte guide for human conduct and whose Nonconformify seems Lo
have exaspcrated him, Arnold brings in the nature of contemporary
sicence, “red in tooth and clow®™. The desire te find in pature the same
spiritual qualities as those of the human soul.is “‘unworthy of a man
full-grown™. Man and nature subseribe Lo differcnt orders of being :

“To its own impulse cvory crealure stirs;
Live by thy light, and earth will live by hers !".

{ from Religious fiﬂlfa.ﬁf}n)l

In A Sienmer Nigat his recurring worry over the fate of man having cast
him from the h=ights he attained in Morafity, Arrold finds humself faced
with a prospzet of two alternatives in neither of which could man attain
seif-fuliifment. He is loath to be “by passion quite possess’d’™ or “‘guite
beaumb'd by th: world's sway™.  In his restlessness and  misery, the
clear, pure heavens, who remain *‘A world above man's head”, perfonm
theit function and “Ict him sce

“How boundless mighe his soul's horizans be'.
that between the fates of “Madman or slawe™

“How fair a lot to fill

Is left to each man stiti ! ™

The clos.: fellowing of this conclusion by The Buried Life cannot hut be
significant.

In The Youth of Nature and The Youth of Man, occasioned hy the
poet’s visit to Ryda! and Grasmere and hy the recent puhlication of The
Preludz, Arnold hecomss preoccupied with the Berkeleyan us to whether
nature lives initself or in the eye of the beholder. Nature asserts her
objective life and tnumphantly sings of her immortal

“Lovelinegs, magic, and grace™.
{from The Youth g Naiure)
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In The Youth of Man

“Murmur of living,
Stir af existence,
Soul of the worid™

are invaked as 2 revitalising force Lo the “dying spint of youth"”. Howe-
ver, in both.poems there is the underlying feeling that it is because of
man’s weakness that nature has her hour of triumph :

*“Yourselves end your fellows ye known not, and me,
The mateless, the one, will ye know 7™
{from The Yowh of Nature)

It is the faded ignoble lives of the disiliusioned aged couple, Jed
“within the wallsfof an ¢ver purtowing world™!  that bring out by
contrast the eternal freshness and youth af nature. The last Lines of
The Youth o Man — lines of dubious poetic value — make the point
clear :

“Sink, 0 Youth, in thy soul !
Yearn to the greatness of Nature;
Rally the good in the depths of thyself !

Oane of the reasons why the solitary Empedocles plunges into the
crater of Mount Etna is his desperate wish Lo acquire vitality and gclf-
expansion by vniting himeelf with the elements, but in Act II of Empedo-
cles on Ema Arnold has ezased to identify himself with his protagonist.
It is in the Stoic address to Pavsanias in Act I Scene T that Arnold sums
up his considered, dualistic attitude to nature. A Spinazistic, neufral
natute folfils its own luws regardless of men 2, nevertheless, this fact
need pot deter man fram picturing in it any moral or spiritual values
which may conduce to his happiness. On the one hand,

“Nature, with equal mind.
Sces all her sons at play,

I. From Tke Youth of Man,

2. Cr.Esrays (Loadon,0.U_P, 1936} byMatthew Arncld -*‘Marcus Aurcfius™,
Page 239, where Arnold obicets to the idz 3 1hat““ e whole cowse of the vniverse has
a providenial reference to man’s welfare™.
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Sees man control the wind,

The wind sweep man away;
Allows the proudly-riding and the foundering bark’,
on the other

“Is it so small a thing

To have enjoy'd the sun 771

Itis on the lipht of this doublc-sided attitude that one is ta take
Nature’s words ¢

“Loveliness, magic, and grace,
They are here ! they are sct ip the world,
They nbide; and the firest of souls.
Hath not been thrill'd by them all,
Nor the dullest beem dead to them quite'”.
(from The Yeuth ny Nature)

To conciude from these lines that Arpold clings to the belief that
moral values are objcetive in nature ““because he needs an extrapersonal
ethical reliance”? js misleading. In keeping with his view, natural
scemes or landscapes in Amold’s poetry gencrally appear exactly ng
they would t¢ an extremely observan neuiral loaker-on.

Arnold was not at heart a true Wordsworthian poet of nature.
For him any line of thought or sct of beliefs ceased to be valid once itg
vital relationship 1o the problem of living could no longer be perceived.
He realised, for instznce, that rationalism and scientific investigation had
created an unfathomable gulf between the ramanaric and early Words-
worthian  conecpts of nature and the analyute, utilitarian climate of
mid-nineteenth century thought. Hence he felf quite jusitified in dismis-
sing Wordsworlh's philosophy as anillusion, “a tissue of eclevated but

1. Empedockes gn Ema, Act ] Seouocit, liocs 257-261, lines 397-8.

1 H. N FaiIl:hi]d, Refigigres Trends in Erpligh Poeiry, 18J0—1880. New
York, Columbia Umiversity Press. 1957 Page 499,
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abstrart verbiage, alien to the very nature of poetry'”!. Armold was
genercus in bis praise of Woardeworth alter the larter’s deaik, but in
Stanzas in Memory of the Author of *Obermann’, written in 1849, he
does not fight shy of pointing ¢ut that *in this our troubled day™ the
ss¢luded Wordsworlb atlained to see his way oaly by averling his syes
from “half of human fate’. To the believer in bumaniam, to one who
held that ““the spsctacle of a writer striving evidenily to get breast to
braast with reality is always fall of instruction and invigoration'™?,
this was a grave shortcoming.

1. From Arnold's Preface to Poems of Werdwarih, Pags xix.
2. Lettersio ... Clough, Page 35, 20 July, 1844,



