SCULPFTURED HEADS OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT
IN
THE GRAECO-ROMAN MUSUEM, ALEXANDRIA - EGYPT (1)

By
AHMED GHAZAL

In Egypt, where the deified Alexander was buried in Alexandria(2},
the Greeks, who owed their ascendancy to his feats, mads many statuettes
of him from marble as well as Lmestons heads, and dedicated them,
¢ither to his cult or as a kind of divine honour, which were paid to the
Great Congueror during the Ptolemaic period. They made oferings
of these dedicatcd statuettes at bis magnificient tomb(3), or kept them
in their houses to emphasize their devotion to the Great Conqusror.

In the Graeco-Reman Museumn of Alexandria, there is a group
cof heads of these slatuettes or portraits which still need a mere complets
and satisfactory interpretation. In this article, I will ury to give a com-
mentary on the subject in the light of new findings, stressing on the
comparison between them and the others in and ontside of Alexandria,

{1) I =mindebred to Pral. M. Awwad Husein, the Chairman ofthe Department
of Classizal Archaeolugy of Alexandna Universaity, giviog me the oppartimnity to go
to Greece (o wrie thiy articte. L am olao grateful to Prof. N. Komdleon who made
many valuable correctiont and suggestions. My thanks are alyo due to Dr. Henri
Fiad and ihe 312 of he Gracco-Roman Muoseum for kindly giving me the pormission
to take the photagraphs attached to (his article and [or Lheir esayistance in more than
one way.

(2} For the tamb of Alexander e Great in Alcsandria, sec kn  article by
ElFakharani, F., Bullnin of the Faculty of Arts, Aloxandria, vol. XVIII, 1964, pp,
169 — 195, and refecences,

(3) Schrajber, Th. Snurlien Gber daa Bildiny Aletanders des Grossen, Leipxig,
1903, pp. 41.9., pl. III—IV; Lemoulli, ].J., Die erhaltrnen Darstetlung Alexandery
des Grosien, Minchen, Bruckmann, 1908, pp. 34 @, fige. 5 — 8; Gobmwer, K, in
Athen, Mitt., 63 — 64 {1938 — 39) pp. 33 @, pla, 6 - 14; Bicher, ML, The Sculpture
of the Hellenistic Age, Columbia, Now York, 1961, p. 90; Id,, Alexander the Great
in e Greck end Romsn Ar, Chicago, 1954, pp. 56 — 5T,
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1 — (Fig. 1 — 3) (4)

Head of Alexander in marble. H. : 0.23 m. Found in 1941 &t
El-Kom-el-Ahmar {Bcheira), Alexuandria Gracco+ Roman Mussum,
No. 28094,

The head i3 slightly inclined to its right. The hair is only
sketchily executed, but it strongly shows the rising lien’s mane falling
over the sides of the forehead. There is a trece of a band extending
around the head to hold the hair. On the top of the head there are
also three small holes. The lower part of the forehead is slightly bulging.
the nose is straight with chipped tip, the lips are full and slightly parted,
while the checks and 1he parts around the ruouth are sublly modelled.

2 — (Fig. 4) (%)

Head of Alcxanderin marble. H. :0.115 m. found in Alexandria.
Alcxandria, Graeco-Roman Museum, No. 3402,

The head is inclined to ity right and the ncck is slightly bent.
The greater part of the nose and the lower part of the neck and the
body are restored. The hair, imsicad of the dvamredd rijs wdugs,
is rather bushy in frent, falling down over the forchezd more than
usual. There is a band extending around the head to hald the hair,
which flows doewn over the ears and along the neck on the meck, The

nose is straight, and thc lips-are full and parrow.

3 — (Fig. 5) (§)

{4} Notpreviously published.

{5) Sehreiber, Th,, op.cit,,ppAl T,pl. I B; Pamnoolli, J.J., op.cut., pp. 35—36,
Bgi, 3 — &; Breccia, L., Alexandra ad Argyprum, Palermo, 1922, p. 186, g, x;
Deven, E,, A hiziety of Egyp. under the Prolewaic Dynasey. Londun, 1927, fig. 3, p. 5;
Sukr, E., Sculprured portraits of Greek stateamen with a special study of Alexander
thr Great, Oxford, 1931, pp. 93 - 96; Graindor, P., Bustes cr $tatues-Fortraits d Egype
Romumne, Le Gaire, 1936, p. 73, pl. XXII, b;
P PRRPWIPREN P A VAR TS R PRI Tt NP B Vs N (I O U
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6. Brecuin, B, Rapport sur la marche du stzvice dir murée pondant les annden
1916 — 1911, p. 18, pl. VI, fig. 23; 1d.; Alcomdna sd Aegypom, pp 175 — 174
Lawrence, J.E.A. 11 (192%) pl. XXIT.
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Head of Alexander in <oarse-grained white marble. Foupd in
Rosetta  strect, Aleandria. Alexandria, Gracco-Roman Museum,
No. 19118. (A gl from Baren de Ménasce in 1911),

The fuce is slightly turned to its right. The hair is nsing over
the middle of the forchead and falls in a thick mass of curls on ¢ach
side, cspecially, the lz(t side of the head. There is a hole in the Lop of
of the head. The forehcad is almast divided in half duz to the strong
projection in th: lower part. the eyes arc upturned and deep-set, the
pose tip is missing, and the lips are wot well defined.

4- (Fig. ) (N

Head of Alexander in red granite. H. : 0.43 m. Found in Anto-
wiades, Alexandrig. Alexzndriz. Gragce-Roman Muscum, No. 3242

It has the usual hend of the neck and the faee with the right
turn, but it differs from the preceding heads m its left «ide.  The thick
mass of the hair is Iargely woerked and arranged and fulls with cxagge-
ration on each side onto the ncek, covering the exrs. Instepd of the
draoTods Tis eéuns there 15 0 logk stretching honzondmally uceross tbe
centre of the forchead. There is a large hole in the 1op of the iead,
which Schreiber supposes te heve an uraeus, but Brecgia thinks it mote
probable to be an Ammon Crown. The post is broken off.

5 — (Fig. Y (®)

Marble head of Alexander. H. : 0.053 m. Found in Alexandria.
Alexandria. Graeco-Roman Muscum, Ne. 3403.

The bend of the neck and the slight turning of the face are (o the
oppoesite dircetion, fo the left. The upraised lion’s mane riscs gver the
middle of the forehead and falls with arranged curls on each side.

{7i Batti; G.. Camlpgue des monuments exposesan Mush Greco-Rumain
d*Alexandrie, 1900, p. 522; Schreiber, Th, op. cit., pp, 46 [, pl. II1 E; Arecity, Ev,,
ap. oit., pﬂf,,\a 17, Suhe, E., op. cit, p.130Noshy, I, The Arts in Prolemaic Eeypt,
Londnn, 1937, p.124,pl. XTIV, 1; Gebaucr,l{ up, cit., p. $0; Adrani. A, Testimanianze
e Momend di 8culoera Alrssandrioa, [T, 1398, p. 16 pl. X11, 4,

{8) Breenia, E., op. rit, p. 186,
. ‘? e Fe 'l.!Jﬂ.p'sll _‘-\LI.:T JJ.E-
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Thert is 3 band extending around the head to hold the hair, and like
the other heads, there is a holeinthe 1op of the head just behind the
dvaorody). The nosc i3 straight with chipped tip. The lips are full
and short and slighdy parted.  The parts around the mouth are subtly
modelied, and the cheeks elongated.

6 — (Fig. 6)(9).

Martle head of Alexander. H. : 0.17 m. Found in Alexundria.
Alcxandna, Graeco-Roman Museum, No. 3404,

The face is slightly tumcd Lo its right and also bend of the neck
15 represenied.  The hair is rising over the middle of the (orehead and
parted in the céntre iato two symmetrical shart locks, falling on cuch
side. There is a hole hehind the deasrods. The nose is straight with
chipped tip. The lips are slightiy parted and the checks are elongated

7 — (Fig. 9)(10)

Marble head of Alexander. H. : 0.2l m. Circumsiances of
diseovery are unknown. Alexandria, Oracco-Roman Museum, Ne.
3405,

It has the turned lace and the bend of the neck to the right.  The
hair is rising over the middle of 1he forehead and represented in a short
low-lying manner. There 15 a hole in the top of the head. The lower
part of the forcheud is bulging. The nose is straight and chipped off
The lips are full and scparated and the cheeks are elongated and subtly
modelled.

8 — (Fig. 10) (i1)

RO

9 Behreiber, Th., op. cit., pp- 46 ., pl. 111, [.; Dreccia, T, op. cit, p, [86;
Subr, E., p, 101;
R SRR AL o} BT

{10; HRehreiber, Th,, op. cit,, pp. 46 1T, pl LI, [,; Brecoia, B, loc., €l
VT ooe ¢ RSy LT G
til; Schreiber, Th., op. cic, pp. 46 &, fig. 6; Brecom, E., lac. cit,; Sibr,
E., up, cit,, p. 102:
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Head of Alexander in while limestone. H. : 0.12 m. Found in
Alcgandniz. Alexandria, Graeco-Roman Museum, No. 3406,

The head is of sketchy workmanship. The fzce is slightly turned
o its right.  The unfinished haic nses over the m:ddle of the forehead
and falls in rough way on each side. The eyvs are large. the nose is
straight and its tip is broken off, and the lips are full and narrow, roughly
paried. The checks are somewbhat clongated. There is a tracs of colonr
on the stone.

There is no dout that the finc head No. 1 {(Figs. 1 — 3} could be
considered onc of the best heads in the Grageco-Reman Museum of
Alexandria. Tt revcals the characteristic features of Alexander i
heavy brows, deep-sct eyes and fiery glance. The dvewrods s xdpns
of Alexander, especially notcd by Actian{12) and also by Plutarch (13),
is well represented.  There is a great emphasis on all the features of tha
head in order to accentuate their importance.

The two profiles {Figs 2 — 3} resemble that on the twe Camecos
found in Alexandria, and one of them 15 now in Leningrad, while ihe
second is in Vienna{l4), They also resemble that on the coins of
Prolemy I, datcd in the early Ptolemaic peried(15), but the ¢xpression
is much softer and the modelling less vigerous, The hair somewhat
resembles that of a statuetie lound in Priene dedicated to the cult of
Alexander and dated c. 300 B.C. (16).

{12 Var. Hist, XII, 14,

(IN Alex. II. 2.

(14} Bernoulli, .1, tp. ¢it., pp. 126--131, pla. I, I, VIIL1, Noahy, L., op.
cit,, p. 110, pl., XII, | (The Cameo of Vitnnzi, Bicber, M., op. cit.., pp. 57 - = 5F, figs.
3= 4, Thest portrriie wrungly interpreted as Flolemy I and Arsines IX{Nashy, 1.,
loc,, €., but Eietur recencdly sayd chat they are the portraits of Alrcander and bis
motber Olympizs, who was allowed to share Lhe divine honaurs in Alexandria with
ber =on.

(s ZBdpwves, I. N., Ta Nouiopara 7ol Kpdrovs vév [TroAe-
palwy, "A@5vac, 1904, pl. I, nos. 11, 13, 16; pl. I, nos. 11, 12

(16) Vicgand, Th, — Schrader, Priene, Berlin, 1904, pp, 180 — 181, fig. 176;
Bernoutl, §.]., op., i, pp. 58 — 61, fig. 15; Bicher, M., op. uiL., pp. 54 — 55, figs,
4?—‘491
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In general, we recognize in this head Lhe cutward appearance
of Alexander which was best represénted by Lysippos, and te a certaln
extent, the square face and deep-sct eyes of Scopazic style charactorized
by the soft treatment of Praxitelezn style,

The vext head {No. 2, Fig. 4) has becn particularly treated by
Schreiber {£7). He bases his opinion on its resemblance to the Apoxy-
omenus(18), and the Azira herm {19). But this opinion has been refused
by Bemoulli{20), who denics any simifarity etween its features and
those of the Azara herm. Suhr{21) says “Its resemblance to the Azara
herm is indezd superficial, except for the mouth™, and sees z!so that
Apoxyomenus holds some resemblance if we consider that this head
15 a portrait.

Anyhow, we cannot ov¢rlook the poize and features chara-
cicristic of Alcxander's head @ The tuming of the neck and the face,
the form the mouth and the chin, and the falting of the parled hair over
the ears and down the neck (22). The hapging hair over the forchead
reminds us of the Eubuleus of Eleusis(23).

The two vertical ¢reases between the eye-brows, and the hori-
zontal furrow which nearly divides the forehead in two halves, with the
lower one bulging, give the impression of serious thought and atientive
observation. It rcpresents life and free movement of the Lysippic style
wilh the vwurning of the head to the right and the melting glance of the
eyes. It somewhat reflecis the lively impression of motion of a statustte
in Lower Egypt (now in Louvre) and is interpreted as an earfy Hellenistic
adaplation {24).

{17) Schreiber, Th,, op. it,, pp. 4167

{18) Richeer, G.M.A., The Geulprture and Beulptors of the Greeks, 1946, R,
739, 742, 743,

{19} Dirher, M., op. rit., figa, 12— 17.

{20, Dermaulli, I.J., op. cit,, p. 36

f21) Subr, E., op. civ, pp. 93 — 96.

{22) Subr, E, loc., cit.

(23} Richcer, G.M.A,, op. &it., Fig. 512,

{24) Birber, M., op. cit., pp. M4 -- 35, pl. X, (g. 18
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In the head No. 3 (Fig. 5) we can easily recognize a portrait of
Alexander, in spite of the poor state of the preserved features. The
squarencss of the head ard the sunken eyes remind us of the surviving
batizred male heads from the pediments of the temple of Athena Alea
in Tegen, which were made by Scopas in the second guarter of the founh
cemtury B.C. (25). This head also reminds us of the same squarg faces
and seep-set eyes of the figures in the scenz on a column base wm the
temple of Artemis at Ephesus, 370 — 330 B.C.. made zlso by Scopas(26),
The scene represents Hermes leading Alcetis towands winged death ta
die in place of her husband Admetns, king of Thessaly. The ether
figures surrounding the drum includc Admetus himsclf, and Hades
and Persophone, the king and queen of the underworld.

W can add to the preceding examples the Attic grave-relief found
ar the river lissus and datlcd soon afler 350 B.C.. now in the Natienal
Museumn of Athons.  We find in the head No. 3 (Fig. 5) the broad
square head and the deep-sct eyes of the figures of this scene, which
represents a nude yeung man is the dead, waiched sadly by his old
father, while his younger brother siis on a step and his dog noses Lhe
ground. The features of a1l these figures represent the stylistic influence
of Scopas (27).

It 15 therefore, clear that this head (Fig. 5) with its  eyebrows

hanging heavily over the deep-set eyes, recalls the influence of the Scopaie
stylc ond it is riphtfully put in the lirst half of the third century B.C.(28).

The next head (No. 4, Fip. 6) is made of red granite, a common
material in Egypt and foreign in Greek sculpture. The eycballs, now
missing, were of a different material, and it is sieted by Breccia (29) and
Noshy(30) that moking the eyeballs of a different material and inlying
them in the hollows of the syes, as was done in this head, was not a
familiar manner to the Greek anist. But I would like to add that in
the Greek sculpture, the eyeballs were  occastonaly inset in ¢ different

(25! Darron, J., Greek Sculpare, 1965, pp. 126 — 128., fig., on page 120.
(251 Parranm, J., op, cit,, pp. 128 — 129, ig, onc page 122.

{77, Barrom, ., op. L., p. 130, fig., on page 130,

(28 Nushy, L., up., ¢ic., p. 915 Lawrenes, op, it p. 183, pl. XX

{(2v) Pretuvia, Fo, op, ot po 176,

{300 Noahy, 1, up. it p. 124,
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material, probably in ivery, stone or glass(31), In any case the Greek
nriist here in  Alexandria had the ability te acclimatize to the oew
circumstances of his work in the granile stone and created a purely
Gresk style.

The thick bair is carefully twisted and modclled in its falling at
the sides onto the neck. The lawer parts of the brows are projected and
the eyes are somewhat large and animated as he gazes in the distance,
The cheeks are full and elongated.  All the features ane carefully modelled
to represent the head in a serious and powerful appearance. It reminds
us of the seripus appearance of Eubuleus of Elcusis in the National
Museum of Athens and to a ¢elain extent of the head of Youth Alexendcr,
in the Acropolis Museum- at Athens.

This head had been attributed to the imnfluence of the Lysippic
style {32), but it also has the Praxitelean trcatment in polishing.

In hcad No. § (Fig. 7) all 1he transitions have been glossed
over and the delicate sentimcnts is stresscd by the disappearing of
the masculine and leonine aspect. The ’dvw BAérar (33) 15 more
stressed here and the head in general reminds us of a head found in
Alexandria, and now in Stuttgart (14), which offers the same cxample
of illusiomsm in the finishing which glosses over the dcuils of
modeliing in the third century B.C. (353,

The head reflects the Peculiar Alexandria manner which deve-
loped from the Praxitelean School. We note that the beauty of Alex-
nder is stressed by the soflness and the polishing of the head.

(31) We have aleady cxamples, like a laree bare, No. 632 with eyeballs, of
annther matetial and also the so-called “Kore of Antenor®™ Wo, 681 in the Acropelis
Muzeum of Athens, sze A Con eise Guide 0 the Amropolis Muscum, Atbens, 1065,
by ¥iannis BMeliades, translaied by Helen Wace, pp. 27, 31, ond Richter, G.MA,
op. cit,, p. 147, Gg. 447,

{32) Dreczia, B, loe. cit.; Noshy, I, log, cit,
(13) Pluarch, Almr. 4 1.

(34) Secr Serciber, Th,, op, cit., pl. II, ¢ j Benoulli; ILJ., Ggs. 7 — 8; Bukr,
E..op.<it,, fig. 14; Nodw, I, op, cit,, p. 90, note 3 } Bicber, L pl. XXIV, figs. 50 — 52,

{35) CF Noahy, L, lor. cit.



In thz two heads, Nos. 6 — 7 (Figs. 8 — 9), we have a new deve-
loped style which leaves us with a touch of the same impression of the
preceding manner.  The softness and the polishing are still stressed.
but the fratures of Alcxander do not have the same stress as carlier
heads. Here we do not find the heavy brows or the decp-set eyes and
the flery gaze. But Lhe face continuss tofhave a hary expression, the
eyelids are defined and the eyes look dreamily out of thelr sockets, the
mouth in Fig, 8 is half open and the face is leng and narrow.

This was the period of the stability, achieved by the two first
Piolemics and reflected on the artisls, who cbsernved and cxpressed
accurately the spint of their ege, long after the predominance of Alex-
ander's influcnce in the early Hellenistic age has abatcd (36).

Then we come to the limestene head No. 8 (Fig. 10), which is
characterized by a thick sketchily mass of hair faliing rougbly en the
sides onlo the neck. The forchead 15 bulgy and the eyes are large
wilh marked eyelids. Although the face represents, in gensral, a defective
modelling, roughness and carclessness of ¢xeculion, il outline und
upraised paze of the cyes reminds vs of a head from Alexandria, now
in the Bntish Muscum (37). Apyhow, the features here characterize
the late Hellenistic art of Epypt and still have the pure Greek style (38),

The small size of the heads leads uvs to discuss the smallness of
the sculpture in Alexandria which has always been explained by the
shorlage of marble in Epypt, the unwilling to nival the Egyptian art
io mopumentality, and the inclination towards refined creations (39).
Concerning the sbortage of the marble,the Pto'emies with their abilities
could well bring what they nceded from it.  Besides, we have a mass
of sculptured marble in Graeco-Roman Egypt, and we may take in
consideration that most of the monuments of Lhis period are still undi-
scovered(40). About the disinclination to rival the Egypilan monume-

— ——— e —

(36) Moshy, 1., op.cit., p. 93

{37; Suvhr, E,, op. ¢iv., p. 102; CL Eicker, M., op. cik, fig. 53.
(38} Cf. Nashy, L., op. cit., pp. 95 —96.

(39) Noaly, I., ap. cit.. p. B4,

(40; Hogarh and Bepeon, Report on Alexapdna, 1894 — 1895, p.p 1 .
Brecon, E,, op. Cit., p. &6 and passim; Nashy, L, loc. ot



ntality, the Egyptian artists produced also, beside the great menuments,
small statueties and refined heads. About the inclination of the artists
towards refined creatiops, that is true and may be the main purpose.

Thus, we ¢an say that (he conventons: of the life, which began
ta be fashipeed in the new city of Alexandria, with its varied population
and different characteristics were reflected in art and probably the smali
dimentiens of these sculptured heads and-others are related to these new
trends which were reflected pof only in the sculpture in round, but also
in the sculptured and painted grave-stones. We find stepped high
bases and on their tops there are very emall stelai (especially the painted
ones) with represent scenes in very fine detail (41). It is one of the new
fashions which were careated and subtly modelled in the pew city.

In the heads of this subject there.are holes in their upper parts :
the first head (Figs. : 1 — 3) has three small holes, each of the other
heads (Figs. : 4 — 98) -has one hole, in the last one (Fig. 10} there are
none. In the Greek sculpture there are some cases in which the tops
of the heads are separated from their rematming part, the two surfaces
being smoothed to fit, and kept in place by small dowclls (42). Dut in
our subject, we do not find something like that. In the Greck sculpture
also we know that the locks of the hair were occasionally mads in
bronze or lead (43), an also the omametns of diadems were added in
bonze or glod, but we have only the holes For their attachement
remaining and some of them still preserved (44),

S0 we may expeet that this menner of technique continued in
Hellenisiic Egypt for the same purpose and alomst to attach the oma-
meats of the diadems(45).

(41) Ghazl, A., Fpawval Drijdac s "Eddyvioricis "Adcfavlpeias
Abijvai, 1964, pp. 34-42, and references.

(42} Richter, G.MLA,, op. it p, 148, fig. 446, nate 74,

{43' Rickter, G.M.A., ap, cit, p. 14T, note B and on 8 make hrad in the
Actopaolia Museum, No. 657 (Ach. Mizl,, 1882.pL IX, |, p. 193},

{44) Cf Head of Nemesis by Agoeakritos {Richter, G.MLA,, op. oit., p. 238,
Fg. 633); QI also head from Dxlos i ibe National Muszum of Athens, No. 21,

{45) Sukr, E,, op. cit., p, 100, sccs thal theae holes bared into the maarble for
koiding the heads in Uwir original places,
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Last the manner in which the featurcs of the heads were modslled,
and the way of the breaking nccks lead us to believe that the majority
of these heads belong to slatueites. W may add that there are headless
statueties of Alexander with the aegis in the Graece-Roman Museum
of Alexandria{d6), which have been explained as private dedications by
the macedonian soldiers to Alexander and may hold some relation o
the Inter Alexandrian marble heuds of Alexander (47).

(48] Noa. 3874, 3903, 3900, 3801 ; Breeeia, E,, op. dit., p. 205,
(47} Bieber, M., op. cit,, p. 2.
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