BULLETIN
OF THE FACULTY OF ARTS

Yol. XXII
1968

All requests for coples of this Bulietin should ba made to

the Librarian of the Faculty of Ars, Alexandrio Unlversity,
Shatby, Alexandria, U. A.R. Communicetions regarding

contribyutions should he cddressed o Ihe Editing Bogrd of
the Bulletin.

ALEXANDRIA UNIVEREITY FRESS
196%






THE DATE OF THE EGYPTIAN SHRINE AT BYBLOS

By
RABHID 5, EL-NADOURY
Lnin of Alex,, Faenlty of Arrs,

An amount of uncertainty has been reaisad concerming whether
the Egyptian shrine at Byblos belonged to-the Old Kingdom or not, [
would like in this paper,to reconsider the available evidence on (his
point and try to arrive at some conclusion about iL

It has been ohbseryved ever sigee the beginning of Neolithic times
11 the ancient Near East that economic activities in general, agricultyral
life in particular, and religious beliefs were eloscly relaied throughout
the cultural development of the rural and urban communities.

This close relationship ean be traced in the available archaeolo-
gical und textual evidence, especially in those connecied with fertiity
culls, belief in immortality and divine kingship as well as the economic
functions of the temples. They all refleet dircily or indirccily the
continuous attempts towards the integration of soeiety and naiure.

Such relationship between cconomy and religion became more
emphasized when trade and exploration started to cxpand during the
pre<and protodynastic limes in order Lo fulfill the vast needs of those
pcrieds.  Even the invention of wriling as an cssential means of com-
munication has developed mainly as a result of economic and religicus
lactors. Thus, stalz economic activities wert in such & way subordinated
to the people's basic belicfs; that would help them ensurg prosperity,
progress and eecurity.

It was due to this practice that Egyptian traders found it neces-
sary to establish a shrine of their own at Dyblos, a city which had very
close trade connections with Egypt. Belore attempting to interprel
the archaeological remains at Byblos, in order to find out how far they
help to indicate the probable period in which the shrine was originally
built, we have to ¢lzssify our evidence into the following groups



A) Egyptian archacological materia! found at Byblos :—

1| — Fragmentary and complete inscibed and decorated stone
vessels belonging to the second, fourth, fifih and sixth dynastics e.g.

A stone vase fragment (1) inscribed with the name of king khase-
khemu! of the second dynasty.

An alabaster vase fragment {2) inscribed with the name of King
Khufu. A vase fragment(3} inseribed with the last part of the name
of queen Merytyeiss, the wife of King Khufu.

An alabster vase fragment (4) bearing some traces of the name
of King Neferirkare of the fifth dynasty,

An alabaster vase fragment (3) illustrating King Unis of the filth
dyn. with the atef-crown and @ part of his titulary,

An alabaster vasc fragment (6) besring the first two hicroglyphs
of the name of King Unis,

A vase (7) inscribed with king Unis’s name.

A cylindnical alabaster vase(8) bearing the name of King Pepi I,
of the sixth dynasty with his titulary.

An alabaster vase fregment(%) inscribed with the name of King
Fepi 11 of the sixth dypasry.

An alabaster vase stand, decoruted with a scene composcd of
two registers rendering the presenlation of offerings(10).

{I: Durand, M,, Touilles de Pylos, 1924 . 1932, Tome Jer. Texie. aris,
1939, No. 1115, B, 26, Altas, Tome tre., Pariy, 1937, pl. XOOXIX,

{3 T hid. Ko, 4506, pl. XXX]X.

(3" Muomut, P, Byhlus @ L'Egyple, Ch:arte: Oampagnes de Fouille: 2 Gebal,
1921 1924, Textr, Paris, 1928, Ko. 64,

{4 Drmand, Op, af, 4909, pl. XXKYT

{S: Dunand. I hid., 3267, pl, XXXVill.

{6: I hud., 3980, P1, XXXVL

{1‘,‘ Monter, @4, ot No. 46,

{87 Dunand, Op. eit., 4366, pl, XXXVIIL

(91 Inid., 1927, pl. XXXVI.

{10: Dunand, 1T, No. 7551, fig. 107 pl. ce 11



2 — Egyption Alabaster palettcs, animel, bird figurines, anfmal
statuerres, beads ond offerimg plates c.g.

An imporiant inscribed stone oflcring-plate frapmeny(1) dated to
the carly fourth dynasty(2} and belongs Lo Nefer-scshem-Ra.,

(B) Egypiian tuxts belonging 1o the O.K. found gt Bybius e.x.

A cylinder seal(3) bearing the name of king Chephren as follows :
Hi-be mr {wy) t (y) He. f. R* ntrw mr {wy)t(y) H. £ R* Chephren

heloved of Hathor, belnved of the Gods.

ugpe

The Qld Kindgom offering-table of Nefer-seshem-Ra bears the
following inscription {(4).

B Al HSIEE RN T 2

Rdi Nir Sim R‘Axe st mdhw nswt Axe Mhyt 'hrp st be,i-k",
Mhbyt 557t h.nlt pr mdwi [ 'iry.w Jhl mswlt ]

A fragment of an alabaster offering-plate(S) inscribed with ihe
name of king Pepi 1

";t'gim Y ha 5o m.h&

Ht-hr s'abt Twnt Ppy iri. n. £ m mnw. [ n Ht-br

Pepi. sou of Hathor, lady of Denderch. He made az his rnosument
for Hathor.

{17 I bid,, $%6, pl. KXXIX.

(27 Ward, W_,vThe Inseriteed QIonng=1ahle of Nefor-seshem-Ra from Byblos.
Bulletin du Mnsée dr Deirut, t. XVII, Devrocth, 1964, pp- 17 - 46

(3" Dunand. {p, &t 1, 200 Na. 3074 pl. CXXV,

(£} 1 hid., 5366, p. 306.
amd, 5. ¢, pl. 11,

{s" Dunand, I, 417, 418, No. 6496, pl. XXXVII),



A stone cylinder seal{l) inscribed io Egyptian bieroglyphic belo-
nging to a ruler of Byhlos in the third millenium,

An Egyplian inscription (2) on & monkey-shaped ointment jar
found at Bybios daled ¢o the reign of Pepi either the first or the sccond.

o1

it |
e |

o=
Pepi, R* bf, swt.

A double symmetrical Egyptian bas-relicf (3) bearing the inscri-
ption “beloved of Hathor, mistress of Byblos™,

-]
N[Fe

Ht — I'-lr mr (w) ¥ (fy) nb kbn

(Cy Architectural gnd seulptural remains at. Bybfas

Excavations at the site of Byblos have revealed some of the archi-
tectural remains of the foundations of a building called by Montcet ,.Lc
Temple Egypuen®, and by Dunand ,Batiment 1. The remains af two
walls  limit it towards the north, east and west. As is iflustrated in
pls. I and IV, there is hall A which is preceded by two bascs of calumns
a,b resting in place; One lics opposite a large seatcd statue and the other
opposite a large standing one.

{1+ Monirt, Op. cit, P &2 L. Az 20, pl. XXXIX.

Goedicke, H., ¢4 Cylinder Seal uf a Ruler of Byhles of the Tird Milkere
ium' Miteedungrn dea Deutachen Archadlogischen Insdiuca,

Abtrilung Kaire, Rand, 19, Wirstaden, 1963, P. | — &,
{: Montet, Op. at

Gocdicke, 0p. 6it., 3.
{3; Monret, Ibid.



The floor of the hall in front of the siatues is covered with stone
tiles, but its leveling is higher than that of hall A. The eastern wall kad
almust disappeared with the exception of some of its blocks K,L,M,N.

There are other halls in that building atwached to hall A. Unforlu-
nately the remains are not totally chronologically corsisient. Some
of Lhe floot blocks are reused, also the eastern wall in hall € is eonstructed
above zn older one. In addition to these remains, 2 small standing
obelisk was found west of the statues, pl. I Although its point had
disappearcd there are some remnants of a mutifated relief wpon its
northemn: side, illustrating a seated personality {facing a standing one
whoe is attacked by an animal.

Cancerning the sculpture, five statues werg found in that temple,
three limestone seuted ones were arranged according to size and facing
west, a colossal standing enc two mekres far from them, pl 1T ind an
intact standing another ene found on its right side a few steps south east
of the large stunding one.

Egypuan sculpture in relicf at Bybloa occurrs in a number of
frapments e.g. : two of them illustrate the lower szction af an Egyptian
basrclief, one is probably a square pillar iike those typically belonging to
the Old Kingdom privale tombs. Ancther example is a double sym-
metrical limestone bas-relief which illustrates two scones separated by
4 verticu]l line and surrounded by the hieroglyphic sign of the sky the

I

two scopires and the sign of the eanh.  Such a style is frequent in the
Qld Kingdom. On the left scene, a king either Pepi I or IT is kneeling
in from ol a seated Goddess and is offering two vases. There is an impo-
rtant inscription written on the side of the goddess and its transliteration
is Ht hr nbt Kbn. The name of Byblos {kbn) is written according to

te the orthogrophy of the Old Kingdom, which has a great significance
1n dating the bas-rclicl ta the O.K. times.

A third example s an Egyplian bas-rclicf m which a pharach is
ermbraced by the Lady of Byblos whose hzaddress is typweally Egyptian,
with the sun disk, horns and urseus. This is in addition to other
Eguptian bas-reliefs later than the Qld Kingdom period.



D) Archacologuical and textual evidence from Egypt

The historian ean trace back the commercial relations between
Epypt and Byblos to predynastic times,since sume pitces of conifetous
wood were found in Egypt at that time.(1} The Egyptian demand for
the well-known Lebanese and Syrian varieties of wood continucd thro-
ughaout the early dynastizs specifically for ship buildiag 2rd for the flo-
oring and roofing(2) of the chambers; one can adgd to this the resin (3)
which is extracted from the conifcrous trees.

The Egyptians frequantly registeréd their maritine voyages(4)
to Byblos which were undertaken for the fulfillment of such demands
and the transponation of merchants and goods, during the Qld Kingdom.
Official missions 1o Byblos were alse scnt. There is a record of the
visit of three Egyptian officials to Byblos in the tomb of Khui(5) of the
sixth dvnasty at Aswan. Fakhry(6) has noted that their bearing of the
title™ God’s Treasurer’” signifies their responsibility for official expe-
ditipns to Byblos.

The mere observation which cun be noticed is thot the available
archacological data that belong to that shrne is incomplete and that
role of the histarian quite dificult in arTiving at a final conclusion about
its chronology. Pillet has described the remains as , Joncheé de ruincs
bouleversees”. {7) Such a situaticn had led Dunand 1o atribute 1™
4 L'Ancien Empire, aussi bicn qu'au moyen, on a meme chuchoté gu'il

(I Brirmion, G.. and Caton-Thempsor. G., The DBadarian Civiization.
Jondon 928 pp. &2 A

{20 Vakhry, A, The Bent Pyramid ot Dahshur, Cawo, 1254, p. S, @l 3 B,

(3¢ Smith, W.S., in Neisner, G.,A Eistory of (he Giza Necropulis, Cambridge
Mazs., {955, 2, 75,

{4+ Borchandt, L, Ths Grabdenkmal dey Komgs Sahure. Ausgrabungen der
Deyrsehen Orieni-Gesellsehale, 7, pla. 3, 11 13.

Haxsap, 5,, "The causcway of Whnis et Sakkara®, Zeicschrift fur Amyptirche
Sprache und Allerumsknude, Declin, 80, 1935, 136 —- 39,

{5} Nowherry, J.E.A., 24, 1938, 182 — 84,

{6) Ulakhry, AS.A.E,, 38, 1936, 39 IT.

(7 Fillei, M. Le tempic de Byblos, Syrin VILL 1927, P, 112



éwit de L'¢poque Perze(1}. 'This is in addition Lo ihe fact that the
blocks were frequently reused. DBut in spite of all these ohstacles there
are some impertant ¢lements which recommend the Old Kingdion dale.

First of 4ll, the composition of 1the archilectural remains together
with the two bases of columns, passage, slatues and hallg pl. TY, is quite
simmilar to that of the Old Kingdom. Montet has backed this view —
point, but Dunand dates it to the Persian period, considering the passi-
bility of an imittion of the bascs of columns  with those of the Achae-
menid peried. This is in addition to his observation of the differcnce
of kevels and the placing of the stalues upon a block: above & mixture
af hellenistic sherds. In fact, the difference in stratification can be
referred to the various destructions which the site suffered throguhbout
the histerical period. He stated in his conclusions that Batiment I is a
small temple probably related Lo the cult of Adonis.(2).

I find the date which Dunand has suggested to the temple of
Baalet Gabal, that is the 30th. century B.C.{3) is quite rclevant to our
problem, since the textoal material and the offerings found at the site
were presenied to the Egyplan shrine and that of Baalet Gebal. We
can safely deduec from this faet Lthat both emples were contemporary.

Sccondly, it is true that the statuey found at Byblos #re in a slate
of mutilation, but stll there are some Egyptian sculptural stylistic
¢lements within them e.i. their cubic form in blocks is typi(‘-ull;,- Egyptian.
The left foot of the standing statue is advanced a little which is also a
regular Q!4 Kingdom style. The arms are extended in the same O.K.
way. There is also another intact Egyptian statue found a fow steps
south east of the standing one, which helps to prove this peint.  Dunand
supeests that there 13 o resemblanes between  these stutues and a large
one found pear Mouchannel at Dyjebel Druze (4); but their Egyptiza
stylistic attitude backs theit O.K. origin.  Et is not necessarily that the
architects and the armists were Epyptians. They might have been Gibli-
tes and tried to imimte the Epyptran models,

(1 Dunard, 67.
(2: Toid. 74.
(2; Dunand, Pvlea. ils Mecory, coims and lewenls, Deirur, 1964 P 34,

[4} Dl-lnﬂ-l'lﬂj DP- ”"-s 1.



Concerning the scenes on the bas-relicf fragments, Ward(?) cites
a parallel tp Hathor proteciing the King, which emphasizes their O.K.
date; but Smith{2) and Helck (3) favoured the New Kingdom date and
most likely the Sajte period.

Thirdlly, the evidance compiled in group (A) which: includes
frapmetary and complcte inscribed stone vessels lestifies the large
amount of offerings which were presented by the pharaohs of the 2 — 6
dynasties to either the Egyptian shrine or that of the Lady of Byblos.
They thus prove that there was a proeesy of dedication to both temples
during the Old Kingdom period. This is supported by the texts, names
and titulary of the kings inscribed on the veses. This will help in leading
Lo the idea of the necessity of establizhing that Egyptian shrine at that
specific time. After all they were Egyptians and have their own deities
and whenever they presented gifls and offerings to the Mistress of Byhlos,
they naturally did the same to Lheir own Gods.

Fourthly, the religious textual evidence refers to Hathor with the
epithet “Lady of Byblos'’. She, as an Egyptian deity, betame more of
an international one in that area rather than a lecal Egyptian Goddess.
She was usually connceted with different local Epyptian sitcs as weil
a3 with other communities in the foreign countries e.g.

As 1 deity at the digrite quarries in the Western Mubian desert
dating from the 0.K (5).

[1) Ward, W., «Exvpt and the Fast Medit:nﬂﬂrﬂn froam P:rr:d.}'nasﬂr! times
to the old Kingdam”, Jowmnal of the Econgmit antl Social History of e Oreni,
5, 19683, 24.

Jirquier, C., Le Munument fundraire de Pepi 1T, 2, pl. 8,

(2} Smith, ¥W.5,, Intwrcennectiops in the Argient Near Eazst; Lomdon.
19483, p. 12. n. 23,

(3 Helck, W, Dic Pezichungen ¢Agyptens zu Vordsrasien im 1, und 3.
Jahriayswnd v Chr,, Wiegharlep, 1962, P, 21,

(40 Pap. Oxy. of the 2nd centumary A.D. 1380 from Balmasa rrlers to the
worship of Ists in [Myfive Moreign cities as far as Tlia, Arahia and Rome, Bt s
trend reay go back to the 3the Mill. B,C.

[5) Englebach, R., A SAE, 33, 1933, 72.



As a Lady of Ibsk in the sma'i temple of Abu-Simbel .

As Lady of ‘Kny (1) N .

As Lady of B;?O %e . 1n CoPTic &Y,2w Hi-sekbem, }{2)

As Lady of w: lmw, {:)mw(3)

As Lady of ‘ ?‘-JE_&_:-. Ht-hr nbt Dsrt fady of he sacred
o == . - land (4).

There was a sort of association and 1dentification(5) between Lhe
Epyptizn deities and the forsign ones. Gardiner emphasizes the attituds
by saying that all Goddesses are apt to be equatcd with Hathor {6)

With regard to the lady of Byblos Bazlut Goublashe had even
adopted the Egyptian ¢mblems and costumes of the Egyptian Goddess
Harthor {7). Such association between the iwe Goddesses was difini-
tely established in that O.K. shrine at Byblos {8},

Onc of the significant observations is that the title “beloved of
Hathor'* was added, as 2 new epithet, to the titulary of king Chephren
at Byblos,(S) pl. ¥. This significes how imporiant it was to add that

{1 Gardiner, A, Ancienst Egyption Qnorustica, I, PG, No. 1.

{2} Id., 11, 33§

(3) 1hid.

{4} Ibid.

=N E‘cmy,‘].. Apcient Epmypuan Religion, London, 1952, p. 124 I,
(6 Gardinet, A, 08, ot Texe, I, Oxfond, 1947, p. 62,

(7 Delaporie, L., Les Peuples de 1'Omient Mediteraneen, I, Le Proches
Oricnt Asistique, Paris, 1948, p. 91.

(8] Smith, Op. &, 12
¢} P 1.



epithet at that specific period, which may bg considered as ao indirect
indication of the O.K. dating of that shrinz of Hathor. Goedicke states
aiso that the epithet di* dnh'dt, which is mentioned within 2 cylinder seal

text, “is not attested before the fiith dynasty’ (1), which is another
gssertion to the O.K. dating, Again this text had writicn the pame
Byblos according te the O.K. orthography.

1o Fact, there was mutual rehizous interconnection between Epypt
and Byblos during the O.K. times. Pepi Iin a funerary text (2) compares
himsell in his wooden coflin with the Semitic trece-God Kha-taw of Negaw,

0a a

ok
& geographical pame of a section of Lebanon near Byblos. Khastaw
aslo mentioned threg times in the pyramid texts; 292¢, 423¢. and 5184.

Ancther example s the occurrence of the Egyptian solar God
R' of the foreign laads R* h* swi in an inscription belonging to the
¥

opss
1=

reign of either Pepi I ox I, Such religious relations may go back even

to Chalcolithic times whenthe Giblites buried their dead in the large

grairt jars which can be related to Osiris(3),the God of the netherworld.

The historian cannot overlook the legend of Osiris and Isis near the

spring of Byblos, where the Egyplain shrine exists.

Such cultural as well as commercial correlations between Egypt
and Byblos during the O.K. period demanded the services of an Egyptian
official, responsible for the various acticities and records of the Egypiians
at Byblos. Ward bad studied the titles held by Neferscshem-Ra in this
inscribed offeripg table at Byblos and suggcsr.cfi that Ncfer sesham R
was an official in ¢harge of the records (4). Goedicke (5) draws atlenticn
in his new interpretation of the peculiar hicroplyphic text inscribed on
a cylinder seal, Lo a stmitic ruler of Byblos of the third millenivm B.C.

{l) Gecdirke, 0p. af,, 1.
{2) Contrnau, G. Religions of the Ancient East, London, 1959 P, 75,
(3) Dunand, Bvbloa, Berut. 1964, £9.

{4) Ward, ,The inacribed ofering-table  of Neferracshem -Ra from Bybies™,
Bulletin du Musde de Deyrouh, t. XVII, 44,

(5] Goedicks, 4 i,
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A litle later, the people of Dyblos hzd invented a pseudo-hieroglyphia
writing(l) of their own.

Finally the available evidence, mentioned above, helps in consi-
dering the definitely wide interrclationship belween Egypt and Byblos
during the Old Kingdom period which required the establishmant of
that Old Kingdom shrine.

{1} Dunand, 0p. oit., 36,
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