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SUMMARY

220 se¢condary school gitls Trom village and city completed the
Mensirua! Symptam Questionnatre [M.5.Q.) translated inre Arabie, with
s two subscales, e, congestive and spasmodic 1ype and The Eysenck
Persunzlity Cuesnonnaire, Sigoificant diflgtences were found in von
rostive dysmenorrhea (villuge studens were highur than city students in
this syiupramd Whereas, there were no significant differences berween
both samples in the spasmadic dysmenorshes scale. Megative significant
vorrelations emerged hetween congestive and spasmodic dysmenorrhea
among both samples, On the mher hund, there were negative signifivant
correlalions between neuraticism {N) and congestive dysmenorthea among
sillape students, however, negative significant porvelations were tound
beiween {N) and spasmodic dysmenorrhea among city siudenis, Principal
aunpanants analysis was carried out, the extracted factors were similar
L kath samples, bo o, village aod cily stedenis, The main finding was as
fullows: villape stsdents complaioed rrom the congestive dysmenorrhea
twan 2 1han cim shadeits, There was o eorielaies between dy-menomhea
with 1Us taw Bvpes and (N g, dlthoangh mcostogagiiog v o normal
~uond e broks the repalar morlun ol mose [fle mosths, accompanicd by

Pl o el changees refleors an personadiny especnsth neeeonigines.
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Problems Involved In The Producilon Of English
Cunsonant Clusters Thy 'I".i,‘;_}'pili:lﬂ lLearavrs (O English

latroduction:

The problens of teaching prosunciation, and the imporiance ol traintng
in phonetics, become especially evident if we consider leaching the pro-
nunciation Qf English consonzat clusters 10 Egyplian leamers.

Egyptian lcarners lend 1o substitute {ameliar patierns from their nitive
language for an unfamiliar patteen in English, thus distatting the siruclure
of the Language.

Theit misprosengiation of English cansonant chusters results in phonetie
prohlems: namely a forelgn aceent (Egyptian English), and e¢ven in
phonemie problems, in cases where the mispronunciation ol words causes
amhiguity of megning. Thus, the arca ef consanant clysiers may be
regarded =< one of the most important, aswell os thg most dilficult, arcas
of 1eachine Lnglish pronunciation.

In this paper, we will aitempt to drdw a briel comparison between
English.and Aratne cansongnt-chusiers, and.g¢onsider the implications of
such a somparisen lor the (eachjng of;F.nglish cousonant clusters o Egyp:
fiane learners, (hos translatiog cerfamn thepreueal and abstract issues o
aclual implementation and. pragtioe.

Arabhic and Englich make use of dilferent types of svllable sieiiciure,

Im Arabic theie are five syllablépatierns. {n theireepresentation ¢ smlands
for any consonant, ¥ for any short vowe] artd ¥ {or any long vouzl, The
fis o patterm: xre as- follows: - .

IC‘V‘ A 1 N P
2 CVC o SRR X
g Cv:

4 Cv.C

5. CVCC

On the other hand, English has a larger variety of syllable pa't'l-crns. The
farmuola for English syllable sifucture in a simple form is:

Il



Cn—jv - C{14
The figures here indicate possibilities, in lerins of number of elements,
for a particular place in the sylluble structure. Thus, C,, , means that (here

can be anything from po 10 three C elements in place 1 of the syllable.

As the formula indicates, the main ditference between Arabic and
English lies in the ez of the consonant sequences and in the struetural
place where they are permitted, If we take C {0 5stand for any consonant we
can present the permissible sequence in the two languages as follows:

Tnitial Medial Fimal

Arabic: C C C
oC CC
English: C C C
CC CC cC
CCC CCC CCC

CCCCCCC  CCCC

lpitial here means at Lhe beginning of a word, Medial mcans between
vowels and without any open trapsition, Final means at the end of 2 word,
For English it means before open transition, for arakic it means only
before pause singe befare open transition Arabic cannot have more than
ane consonant.

A comparison between the possible sequences of consonanis in English
and Arabic yeveals the following facts:

I- English has as many as four consonants in close transition and as
many as six or seven (C.F. Hocket, Manual of Phonology Baltimore.
1955, p. 63) with intervening juncrure.

2-  Arabic has no sequences of more than two ¢onsonants whether in close
transition or with intervening juncture.

Comonzat Sequences Ia Armble:

From the tablke above, we see that in Arabic only single consonants occur
kitlsfly e.g. / Katab / “*he wrote’’,



Medially, both sirigle o1 1wo coisnnants goonr:

v kel hoak?
» maktazh © ta desk™

Finally. sigle or two consonanls ocenr

ey “ balad ¢ g connry”
J burg / 'awower’!

Junctural Sequences:

These are usuzxlly a combinatinn of single final and single inutial con-
sananis. Clusters ¢f more than two gonsonunts do nol oceur in close tran-
Qtion.

e p Pana {}if 7 “Ldry™ 2 wi ] i/ *my face”,
/pana | J'fwi] ] iz/ “i dry my facc™

I+ When a comsonant suflix is added 10 a sepment cnding in 1wo con-
somtants, a shart vowel is inserled between the final compound conse-
mnt and the consonant of the suffix. e.g.-** | wms sun™,/passulfix
meaning “‘our™. | amsina, *‘our sun’.

2. When a fing!l compound consanunt cluster oceurs hefore an initial
CONSONLAL across junelure without puusc an epenthictic vowel oocurs
and separates the final vompound consonanm from the initial one,
thi:s, not permitting a seqience of three consonunts 1o oCewr.

c.g./naf fift/ ') dricd’",/wi | {is**my face”” becomes/na | Jiftewi § fi/
Consopsnd Sequences In English:
L-nglish has from one to three consonants initially:
sin spot  splash

1t has from one to four consenants medially and finally:

Medial Final
family P
seldom band
boulster bands
consirlt [[Ts ¥ LN



It has ps may s seven consonants with juncture e.g./Elimpst
grizmz/ ' glimpsed streams’”

['rom the description above it is ¢lear that the Arsbiv-spesking student
will have difficultics with:
I- English initial consonants of more than two members.

2~ Medial sequences of more than two vonsonants in <lose (ransition or
with intervening junctutre.

3- Tiral sequences of more than two consenants,

The Arabic speaking tends 10 ransfer his native sound syllable structure
to English, thus using a ¢luster breaker or an intrusive vowe] whenever he
meels a consonant sequence that is not permitied in his mother tongue.

Comparison Between The Sound Sequences OF English And Arabic

The following companson will be divided into four parts. In each part
the various sequences of English that can play the designated role in the
syllable will be compared with the virious sound seyusnces of Arabic that
can play the same raole. [n cascs where English sound sequences may play a
role in the syllable that Arabic sequences may rot, (he pronunciation crrors
that the Arabic-speaking student of English hus been obscrved to make are
discussed,

E Initial Clusters:
{A) Clusters Of Two Members:

They consist either of:
ij)aconsopant + / L/, /1/,/j/orfwi.
oriiy /s / + a consonanl,

i) a. Consonznl + 71/

/pl/ play
/kly climb
folf black
fgl/ glow
/I glow
n/s flow
/slf slow



b, Consonum + /r/

iprt prove

fIEs Lree

Y crime

fbr/ bread

fdrf drive

fers grew

Ard fry

Br/ three

.r"J’ e shred
«. Consunant + /j/

/pid pure fnj/ news
A1) Tune /x)/ sue
‘kj- cure I view
“bjs besuty £/ lewd
“djs due rhjs hue
‘mj. music 3¢ few
d o+ ow

‘I twin

Ewe yugen

S dwell

i3 1 thwart

s BN sweel

#) v/ + Cunsonani

sp. spot
S8y star
‘sk. schogol
fsm/ smell
/sn/ share
S5t/ sphere

Although the speaker of Arabic does not have initial CC in Arabiv, in
practice he has very litfe difficolty with English €C. This may be at-
mibuted to the fact thal Exyptian colloquial Arabic occasionally shows in-



itial clusters of twa consonants in toan words, e.p./grinit !f"ﬁrccnwiuh",
sbrarvo:/"well done™ and/trunk #**a trunk call”.

He will have troubles with the clusters containing /p/ , & Zand/s?,

e.g. L ““prove™": he will substitute his native/b/for the /p/ in the English
cluster/pr/.

2. “‘three’": he will substitute his native/s/for the /87 in the English
cluster/&r/.

In both cases he will not break the cluster with any intervening vowel. As
for clusters containing/s/ + consonant, he will add/ ﬁfj before the initial
duster, “‘sport’’, for instance, will be pronuunc:d!iﬂspg #t#. This is a
ommon pattern in Arabic in the wurds;’?islannaf “*wait’ and
-’?is ?al.ﬂ'"ask" which the iearner transfers to English.

Implications For Teaching:

Ounly consonant clusters contpining/ss + cansonant should be
specifically drilled since all the other inirial clusters do not constitute any
difficulty, As for the.clusters containing/p/ , /07 where substitution oe
curs, they will be drilled when the individuat consonunts/ps and /€, are
being dealt with.

(B) Clusiers OF Three Members:

These clusters consist of /s/ + one of the voiceless plosives + /715, /r/,
/it or tw/.

Zspl/ split
/spr/ spread
/sted street
/skr/ screw
/sty stew
skw/ square

Al these three-clement consonant clusters present problems to the
learner who will break up the cluster by inserting # P/ + ashort vowel j.e.
/i/ after it at the beginning of the initial duster.

Implicatlons:

All initizl consonant clusters of three members should be drilled.

16



I- Final Clusters:
{A) Clusters f Two Consonanis:

The majority of these clusters in English end in /ds |, /t/, /z/ or #s/ and

ol ten result from the addition of the suffixes spelled “'d"’ or “'ed”’ and **s'’
or *‘es”’ to words ending in a single final consonant.

The suffix spelled d/¢d forms the regular past and past participle of
verbs, There are twd suffixes usually spelled s/es: the suffix that forms the
regular third-person singular present tense of verb, and the suffix thal
forms 1he regular plural of nouns.

Apart from the clusters that may resuli from the addition of the suffix
3sed or s/es, there are a number of clusters formed by the addition of **th'*
0 words ending in a final consonant and stitl other clusters that cannol be
grammalically analysed, These unanlysable clusters all begin with /50, 2
masal consenant or /14, The common Enghish final two-consonant are il-
lustrated below:

1} Voiced Comsenant + Ad#

Cluster Example Cluster Examplc

fbds grabhed g | ds hanged
‘gds begged fvdy lived
fmd/ seemed /Xds breathed
‘nds leaned fzds buzzed
Ads ¢ooled

Of these clusters only the following occur in Arabic:

B [— _— . - JR—

Cluster Example Meaning
/bd/ t Eabd/ slave

Amd/ /Ramd/ thankfulness
/gd/f fmagd/ glory

/nd/ 1&ands at

Ad/ fgikd/ skin

1?7



The following clusters do not gocur in Arabie:

2) Yoiceless Cansanarnt + 71/

Example

Cluster

/pt/ stopped
HiT Laughed
/s1/ kissed
¢/ dashed

Qf these consonant clusters only the following occur in Arabic.

Example

Cluster Meaning
/kt/ Zhilikt/ 1 got tired
A /| ufty 1 saw

/st /bust/ I kissed
/2 i Uhived

/pt/ does not occur in Arabic,

3 Voiced Consonant + 72/

Qluster Example

fhrs nbs
Azs secds
/gr/ bugs
/my/ arms
/mzf pins

Example

Cluster

/nz/ things

e/ Eroves

,'522 loathes
flz/ sicals



Of 1hese clusters ondy the tallowing oceur 1 Arabic

Closter [:xumple “Meanmg

7 ‘xab bashiny

e [ e booking

hmzs Jramz/ symbol

inzs fKinzs treasure-irove

The following do not oceur: /dz/ ({er‘ , :’5’1} L Alzs and vz
4 Voiceless Consgnant + 75/

Cluster Example
Ps- leaps

A5 seals

K. hacks
f. liwgzhs

Qf 1hesc the follawing occur in Arabic:

Cluster Example Aeaming
31 ,-’E akss opposite
As s ats/ lentil
s’ ¢nafs/ soul

¥



%) Consonanl + 9

Cluster Example Clusten Eauinple
Ads eighth ‘N 0 length
id © width i lifth

/m B/ warmth Afr health
b/ monih /pBr depth

All these cluster de not exist in Arabic.

6) /s/ + Censonan?

Cluster Example

/sp’ prasp
sk, ask

sks occurs in Arabic e.g. Jmask. “holding”. ssps does not cuist in
Arabic.

T Nasal + Consonanlt

Cluster Example
/mp/ camp
mils triumph
mif tent

fnsf dance
’:ﬂ k¢ think

All these clusters occur tn Arabic except “mp/ and :_IJ ky

20



Cluster Lxample Meaning

£ fhinty a il
s Fhany/ swecping
ml TR kind

£) 1 + Consonant

Cluster Example Cluster Example
/b bultb s seff

Ak milk s/ pulse
Ap. help fvs delve
s belt ilm# realm

The Following Oceur 10 Arabic:

Cluster Examplc Meaning

‘b P atb. turning over
413 silk ' wire

A, : Puh' t said

Tru Eilm knowJedpe
Af, j?nl'l' a thousand
As, fhals/ depravity

“Ipd and /lve do not accur in Arabic.

It general, Lgyptian lezrners deud with two consonant final clusters
cither by introducing a cluster breaker, or by substitution, for example,
whstiluting b/ far /p/ in clusiers of which ong ef the elements is the
phoneme/p/, or similarly substituting/s/for/87. This is due 1o
the fact 'that such phonemes do poa exist in Arabic, and so the clusiers that
include them present prablems for Egypiian leamers.

21



A specific difficulty for Egyptian lcarners is the movemenl from /84 10
/sf and from 72/ to /z/ in such sequences as /# s/ and 72/ respectively.
Here, Egyptian learners tend to substilute /s/ for /07 and 727 tor ﬂ'f
und separate the twe clements ol the cluster by inserling & short vowel usa
duster breaker. Thus, they will mispronounce such words  as;
“months™* /mA nfls/ x Y /mA nsiz¥ and "‘batles’ /hciJ’r:‘ 3 /heizizs

Apart jrom these clusters, the major difficulty from the Egyptian learner
i5 pronouncing any Iwo element cluster preceded by ““r''. Ay the learner
ends to pronounce the **r** wherever its position in Arabic and he rransfers
this 1o English thus any figal cluster of two members preceded by *'¢" in
English will, for him, constitute & cluster of three consonants and he will
break it by using a short, vowel ¢.g. r + md as.in *‘formed™ is rendered
[f3: rmid ]. The following are amongst the most mispronounced words:
“parked’’, *'first™, “world™, “words™, *'terms’’, "girls’’, *“concerned’’,
“formed™”, **worked'”, *“hirds”™, “lirms’', Cbhums'. Ceurves™, Clunn'T
»harts'.

D) Clusters Of Three Consonants:

All the three conspnant clusters accurring word-finally preseat o greal
difficulty to the learner. He will tend (g insert a short vowel berween the
kst two consonants: COC will be nendered - CCVC slo Mreststt bocomes
Zesis-i5/ .

L ]

English final clusters of three conconants end in sdd, /17, 72/, /57 or
/84, As these clusters are the most difficult ones lor Arabic speaking
sudents, the class time devoted to-them is well spent. All the (otlowing

. LA

should be drilled: o t
Cluster Example

Iy Clostbes Endlig in 74/ C
Anrds . cleansed .
fImds _ filmed
flvds delved.
z’d‘-sd.r‘ urged

3
Fut



(l..c0er I‘.K:tmp!t'

D Clusters Fading in A1/

el Tapsed
Ahsts next
fdsts midst
fmpt/ jumped
fmlt/ iriumphed
Iy watoehed
/nst/ sensed
/ nku/ thanked
/ﬂst.r' amongzl
s helped
Flkts milked
Asis pulscd
spL/ grasped
Cluster CExample

B Clusters Ending in /7/

fndz/ hands

fdz/ builds

Jimzs elms

flves shelves
cample Cluster

. — EE——— —r— -

& Clasters Fading in /s/

fpst/ sceripils
kst acte
fmps/ lamps
/mls/ triumphs
/ Mks/ banks:

23




sy lifts

/aps/ linpa
F5187 HEY EY
Fskat risks
Apsé helpx
fss hialts
Flkss rilky

() Clusters OF Four Consenants:

These clusters ovcur ouly rarely as « resull of {ke saf bixation 10 &G0 or
217 or/se morphemes. In the pronungation of (hese closters e leimer
wnds Lo insert a shost vawel between the st two consonanls. “tenpts’
will be pronounced ‘tembiis. or between the second and the thind, “lesie™
Steksts/ will be pronounced - oksits.
coce COUVC
xCo LTV

Examples of clusters of lour consonanis:

Tkstss 1ests
Smiptss temiprs
f/mpst/ eglinypsed
/ni _[.U‘I drenched
.fndjd.-’ changed

1- Muedial Seguences ¢withio u word):

Lnglish mediu) sequences of three of four consunants present a difficnhy
1o the learner. He will insert a vowed between the second and the third con.
SOnAne;

- CCC - will be rendered - CCY(
- CCCC - will be rendered - CCVCC -

c.g “transport” will be pronounced [ tr nsipy: rt ]
“landscape’ will be pronounced { tundiskeip ]

Mediu! Combinatlvns (In connecied speech):

They are made of linal and indial-clusters coming 1ogerher in conmecrid

L
i=



speech. Mcdizl combinations occur in great numbers in English and con-
ditute 4 majos problem for the Arab learner. These combinations can be
classified in different ways:

English
I- CC /t-m/ “‘get me”’

2- C-CC Jr-8c/ ‘““gel through”’
CC-C Sus-1/ “it's low"'

3- C-CCC /n=ste/ ‘*been struggling’’
CC-CC /st-sk/ “‘yast scale”
CeC-C fkst-g/ “next Sunday”

4- CCC-CC  /iks-fr/ *milks free"’
CC-CCC  ris-splf “that's splendid”’

5- CCC-CCCHkstspr/  **mext spring™

Qf all the English patterns above, one pattern occurs in Arabie “C-C*’,
The learner will have difficulty with all the other patterns and will tend to
break (he combination by inserting a vowel, thus destroying the syllable
structure of the whole phrase or sentence.

Summary:

1-  The speaker of Arahic has difficulties in pronouncing consonant se-
quences since English permits much lenger scquences of consonants
mitially, medizlly and finally, than Arabic.

The Egyptian learner finds no great difficulty with mosi of the initizl
wo-element clusiers.

[

3. The main difficulty for the Egyptian learner Jies in the area of three
consonant clusters both mitially and finubly.

4-  Medial sequences of consanants within a word and combinations of
consopanis in connecled speech pose a great difficulty to the Egyp-~
tzn learmer.

4- The Egyptian learner transfers his native habit of inserting a shon
vowel or a short vowel and a glotial stop in dealing with consonant |
sequences that do not exist in Arabic. As a result of this, the English
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syllable structure will be affceted, which will lead to mistakes in stress
and rhythm,

Lnplications For The Teaching Material On Consonant Clusters And Se-
quences:

The Lteaching material on consenant ¢lusters and sequences is based on
the conglusions drawn from the comparison above with the following
poitts io mind:

1- Phoneme sequences have different values according Lo their frequency
of securrence in normal discourse. Thus, clusters of low frequency of
caccurrence are nal included.

2- Clusters which mm¢lude individual phonemes thal do poi occur in
Arabic, namely those which the learner replaces by his rative anes
such as /p/ and /8/-are not included. Such clusiers are meant (o be
practised when dezling with the individua! consonants. Attertion s
mainly paid to the sequences which the learner breaks by an intrusive
vowel. Mistakes tn the pronuneiation of thuse sequences are of & more
s=rious nature: they atfect syllable strucrure in Enghsh.

3- The words chosen for practising the chusters and scquences in the ex-
ercises provided are those'which are common gnrd which the studenis
have been observed to find difficult.

4 Final clusters that contain syllabic 712, /m/, or /n/ such as those in
the pronunciation of some RP speakers e.g. *“‘special™ /-[1/, “mut-
ton'* /-in/, “rhythm’'/ ~'§m;‘ arc not included. They will be analysed
as / B+ C/ in teaching as this will make them easy for the students to
pronounce.

5« Altention i5 paid to medial combinations of consonants within words
and phrases, a feature which is completely neglected in maost of the
teaching materials available to the Egyptian leatner.

6- In the exercises dealing with difficult clusters it is suggested that they
should be practiscd by starting with the sharier clusters then building
up.

7- Special atiention is paid to the two basic troubles for the Arab lcarner
in prorouncing consonant clusters finaily:
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a) Conxonani clasiers which occur in the past teasc:

In Epglish the past form:"*-ed™ represents a full syllable only after 7t/
and /d/. Butin Arabic any combination of three or four cansonants has 10
e broken by a *'clusier breaker” - a wesk vowel that separates the
congonants - so if two consonants end the simple form of the verk, as in
/a:sk/, the Egyptian speaker's normal pattern is to add a vowel before the
next consonant of (he past tense ending. Instead of saying /a-ski/ he says
/a:skid/. Thus, the past tense of the regular verbs ending in cansonani
other than /t/ or /d/, especially those which are common such as
“thank™, **walch’’, “arrange’’ are included in the drills.

b) The noun plurals and verb forms ending in-s:

Alsc cause trouble when added 1o a basic form with two final con-
sonants. “Desks’” will be prorounced/deskis/. Common words which the
Egyplian leamner is- observed to have trouble with, such as “hands',
“‘drinks’’, *'tests'* and others are included.
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ANDALUCIA






LA CIUDAD ISLAMICA EN ESPANA Y
ANDALUCIA

Introducelon

Sepun VILA YALENTI (1978, p. 147) en la época isldmica ¢n Espana
“asistitnos a 1o que podemos Hamar Ta segunda fase urbana deniro de ia
Historia peninsutar’, siendo La primera la romana. De ello sc deduce que
esta ciudad hispano-musulmana constituya uno de los legados mas impor
tantes de la aportacién istAmica a l2 peografia peninsular. Y en estc sentide
podiamos haber integrado ¢l tema en la otra conferencia que impartimos
en la Universidad de -El Cairo, litulada precisemente *‘La -influencia
isldmica en la geografia de Espana y Andalucia®™. No obstante se ha
pergenado el susodicho ema come objete de una conferencia especifica a
vausa de su amplia extensién y maliples implicaciones.

Por otra parie, el desarrollo de ¢sta conferencia comprendera tres apar-
tados: impormancia de la ciudad isldmea espafiola y especialmente ia an-
daluza; andlisis de la estructura y significado de la Cérdoba califal del sigle
X, paradigma preclaro del esplendor urbané musulman en Espana; y
rincipales aporiaciones de las ciudades hispano-musulmanas al ur-
banismo espanol.

IMPORTANCIA DE LA CIUDAD HISPANOMUSULMANA

(ludades de neeva fundacidn

Por TORRES BALBAS (1985, pp. 50 y s5.), estudioso sin par de las
civdades bispano-musulmanas ¥ al que seguimos csencialmenie en esie
epigrafe, sabemos gue soo 22 las ciudades fundadas ex nove por los
musulmanes en la Peninsula, de las que insena datos sobre su origen,
descripeidn de su solar, brevisima historia de sus vicisitudes, cdpida noricia
de sus restos monumentales -cuando existen~, trazado de la cerca islAmica,
su extension extramuros. He aqui cudles fueron eslas civdades de nugva
creacion:

1 Calatoyud {Qul"al-Ayyub).

2 Culatrava la Vieja (Qal'at Rabah), hoy desaparccida.

3 Qanal Amlr, al poniente de Cordoba, de la que poco sabe y nada
subsiste.

*  Esiptexioos el emmenido de vig conzeeene oy negun tida en ks Lonivesidiagdes eogias e
Fleae Akl y Ale-goudiia, v lebrarn da iR,
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4 libira, situada at pie de Sierra Elvira, verea de Granada y de luyue no
gueda vestigio algunoe visible.

5 Lclés (Uglis), quiza en Tolede y que ro tuve mayor importangia,

6 Todela (Tutifa).

T Muercio (Mursiya).

% Ubeda (Ubbadat al-'Arab).

9 Talamasea {Talamanka), En la pequena aldea zetua] del mismo
nombre no queda resto algune de su pasade islaimico. Sabemos que estaba
al sur de La Sierra de Guadarrama, emplazada junto al Jarama y por todo
ello quizf en la regién de Taledo,

10 . Madrid (Magrit). El piblica en general no sabe que la gue hoy es
capital de Espana tiene wn origen musulitdin. Pero, en efecto, fuc fundada
por ies &rabes, en concreto por Muhuimmad 1, en el siglo IX, y su paso a
manes cristianas Jue consecuencia de la ¢onguista de Toltedo par Alfonso
VI.

El Madrid isldmico ocupaba el exttemo occidental de una elevada me-cta
coriada casi a pico sobre la ofilly derecha del rio Manzanare., Esia
anplazamicnto defensive obcdece a que una razén militar motivé -u f.ao-
dacion: la proteccitn del valle del Tajo contra lis expendiciones wilitares
de los cristianos del norte gue cruzaban Ly Sicrra de Guadarrama.

La Almudayna (la Cindadela) de este Mudrid islimico se extendia por
irnas ocho hectdreas y el recinto medieval, yue autorizados eruditds creen
de trarade isldmico, alrededor de treinta y cinco hectareas.

11" . Lérida (LAriida).

12_7 Badajoz (Buialgaws),

13 Madinat ul-Fath fue ciudad militsr cercana a Toledo, uuntgue -
ndrase su emplazamienw concreto.

14 Madinat wd-Zahra fue esplendorosa ciuedad Aulica al oeste de Car-
deba, de la que quedan la cerca y muchas ruinas.

15 . Sektan fuc fundada en el siglo X ¥ nada se dice en los documentos
sobre su situacidn.

16 . Medinaceli (Madinat Salim).

17 . Almeria (Al-Mariyyat).

18 . Cludad slo nombre en 1a regidn de Toledo.

19 . Madinat Al-Zuhira (ue lambién ciudad regia fundada por Alman.
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zor %u destrucciou fue tan completa que noe guedd eco Jde su nombre en la
radicién lecal, ni recuerdo del lugar que ocupd. Tan s6lo se sabe que
¢staba al oriente y privkima a Cordoba y en la anila derecha del Guadat:
quivira, junte a uno de sus meandros.

M Cibraltar (Yabal Tarig). Ocupaba la parte mas septentrional de su
solar de hoy, es dexir, la situada junio al 1aje quc limita ¢l Pendn al nonte,
oon la alcazaba en el lugar méas alto.

21 Aznalfareche (Hisn al-farag).
" Algeelra Iz Nueva (Al-Buniyya).

A la vista de este mimero de ciudades de nueva fundacion islamica y de
los, sucintos datos sobre ellas insertados cabe hacer algunas observaciones
significatives -creemos- & nuesiros efectos:

Primero: Las ciudades resenadas por su nimere y parcial importancia
no son despreciables para calibrar €] gran significado de la red urbana
hispana ea época musulmana y especialmente de la andaluza y pura
calibrar también la influencia del legado uvrbano islimico en la ciudad
apanola actual, Obsérvese que sy namero total -22- es digno de cou-
sideraction, que cifice de estas ciudades -Murcia, Madrid, Lérida, Badajoz
y Almerfa., son hoy imporiantes ciudades capitales de provineia, que siete
-Calatayud, Tudela, Ubeda, Medinaceli, Gibralter, Aznalfarache y
Algeciras- han dudo lugar a importanigs pueblos o cindades de tamano
medio, ¥ que acho de las ciudades fundadas por los musulmanes se encon-
raban en Andalucia.

Segundo: No obstante se¢ aminora la significacidn de dichas ciudades
istAmicas si se considera gue diez de ellas o han desaparecido o no se conoce
dquiera su situaciodn o en algin case incluso ni se tiene conocimiznio de su
nombre. La €ausa de esta ruina o pretericion casi siempre obedcce.a su
condicidn de ciudades regias o 4ulicas, o ciudades de asedio que como se
expone a conlinuacion con frecucncia les imponen un cardcter esporddico,
Asl con respecto a las primeras -entre las que se encontraban Madinat La-
Zahra y Madinat al-Zahira- fueron fundadas por menarcas, grandes
senores @ suplantadores del pader de los primeros, para su residencia o [a
de su corle, v de ellas dice TORRES BALBAS (1935, pp. 52-53), lo que
sdgue:

“‘La existencia de ciudades Aulicas y oficiales, independientes de las an-
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tiguas capitales, #s un heeho constante en o Istam, lo mismo en ¢l oriental
que en ¢l occidental. Las fundaban los monuteas algo alcjadas como
residencias de lujo, lugares a [os que evadirse para vivir apariades de las
maolcstias continuas de la gobernacidn, de la vigilancia de las muchedim-
bres urbanas siempre turbulentas, asi como de los movimienios pepulares.
En ellas disfrutaban de mayor independencia y reposo que en los alcdzares
situados en ¢l interjor de las ciudades populosas.

Alrededor de la residencia regia a ia sombra de Ios nuevos palacias,
formdbase un niclee urbano seneral frente al viejo, abandonado mas o
menos termporalmente por el soberano. La pugna entre los habitantes de
ambas era constanie y ¢! final de la ciudad dulica, de fundacibn caprichasa,
solia ser su saqueo y destruccién por la plebe de La ciudad vicja'".

Bistantes lambién de las ciudadcs hispano-musclmanas desaparecidas lo
fueron por su condicidbn de ciudades de asedio, a las gue par razones
diferents que a las Aulicas, cupo en sucrte también la ruiny, como
ualmente nox dige el mismo autor cilado {1985, pp. 53-54)

““Aparte de las ¢ iudades creadas por necesidades mililares como lo
fueron bastantes dr lus resenadas, hay otro tipo, las de asedio, campamare
s con fayor cardcler de selidez y permuaneneia que el acostuinbrado y
que respondian a fines idénticos pero temporales y himitudos. . Ademas de
kvanlarse para combatir una cindad sitiada y protegerse conira las reac
ciones de sus defensores mostraban & €stos -y ésc era en muchos casos su
fin primardial- la veluntad decidida de prolongar indefinidamenic cl
avedio hasta la rendicion®’.

Tercero: Las principaics ciudades hispuno-musulmanas -Céordoba,
Scvilla, Granada, Almeria, Zaragoza, Toledo, Valencia, ele.- no son
cdudades creadas ex novo por los muesulmanes, sino que muchas de ollus
tignen arigen romano - incluso prerromano, y pese a L crisis urbana de
Rajo [mperia ¥y Alla Edad Media -periodo visigoda- subsistieron hasta la
invasidn musulmana,

En conclusidn, pues, las cindades de nueva creacion ne son despreciables
para constatar la importancia de la ciudad islamica espanola, pere s in-
suficicntes, debiendo a tal fin allegar otras prucbas. que son las yue s¢
pergenan a continuaction.
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tras ruzones que prueban la importancia de Ia ¢ludad istdmica em Exypana.

Es fa primera que Al-andalus, ¥ sobre todo Andalucia, en determinadas
momentos del pedade musulman espanol, tienen ciudades de las mas im-
portantes de Europa, e incluso en algunos casos significativos a escala
mundial, Piénsgse en Corboda, Sewilla, Almerla y Granada. Fsta
eseveracidn constituye un tdpico histérico lan evidente que no requiere
mayor explicacidn.

Por otra parte, tas importantes ¢iudades hispato-musulmanas de origen
romano experimentan una notable progresién en relacion con su primitiva
cxtensidn:

“Comparadas las 60 has, de Tarragona, las 54 de Carmona y Zara las 14
de Lugo, con la cxtensidn intramuros de las mayores ciudades de Al-
Andalus, a fines def siglo XI y en los primeras del XI11, las 187 has, de
Sevilla, 1as 182 de Ja parie murada de Cordoba, 1as (05 de Toledo, las 90 de
Mallorca, las 79 de Almerla y las 75 de Granada, superficies a las que
dcberian agregarse para casi todas 1y descopogida de uno @ més arrzbales,
dedicese que las ciudades hispano-musulmanas eran bastantes mas exten-
sas que las de la precedenie época imperial romana ¢n los primeros siglos
e nuestra era’’ (TORRES BALBAS, 1985, pp. 20-21).

Sin contar que el recinto murado almohade de Sevilla era de 287 has_,
poeco menor el de Cordoba, y que a dsta para la époaca califal de méximo
splendur, como veremos, se le asigna una cxtensidn de 5.000 has. Par lo
tanto, la importancia de las cudades ilsldmicas espanotas no sélo se
cvidencia por su DUMEro mayor o menot, sine tambitn por Ly extension de
sus solares ¥ 1a progresion indudable que experimentan en relaciom con Ia
{poca romana.

A su vez, esta importancia se¢ deduce de Las descripciones de geografos y
viajeros, que precisamente a cuasa de su concepeion geografica, pero tam-
teén a causa de la aludida imponancia, articulan sus exposiciones en base a
las ciudades-region existentes ep las territorics que presenlan, compren-
diendo aquéllas, no cbsiante, no solo las descripciones urbanas sino tam-
bién las aspectas naturales, agrarias, etc. de su drea de influencia o alfoz.
Este mundo urbano, sin embargo, no fuc uniforme a le largo de los ocho
siglos de dominacién musulmana en Espafa. De aqul que haya que
dividitlo en distintos perlodos refativamente homogéncos.
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Ia lmpoetancia de las ciudades hispano-musulingnos sepgin gédgrafos,
historladores ¥ vinjeros

1 - Hasia la disolucién del Califato cordobés.

No hay muches noticlus de L2s ciudades de Al Andalus en ¢l silo YILI, &
en los dos siguientes ancluido &1 X que es al que correspande ¢l esplendor
calital- y apenas si pademos seguir tun s6lo la evolucidn de Cardobu wipitul
yue después aboardarcmas,

Pese a esta parquednd de nmticias, e gedgrsfo persa Alstagri. en su
Libro de los camines y de los reinados, afirma que existhan on fa Fapafla
musulmaena machas giudades vastas y populosas, de Ias g.u= mengiony
diccioche, con orfgenes unteriores i la conguista isldmica,

Al-Kazi. a su ver, cnumers treinta v sweis villus y ciudades, enore Lis que
destacan: Toledo, Seviila, Torosa, Abuera, Cardoba, Valencia,
Almaden, Zaragora, Almeneear, Bagza, Nichla, Elvita vy Milapa,

Ihn Haweul alude mbién a miltiples viudades notahles por sis ahun
dantes caszchas, comercio. cultura, vinas, mercados, fucnies, banos,
tierdas y hermasis mezguitie,

3 . Las ciudades en los reinos de faifas.

Parcee que los disturbing del periode y la fragmeniaeitin de la Espana
isldmica gawe signi6 &l Califato, von diminutas corles y reinus, deberian de
haher praducido decadenuia en la vida urbana. Y e!lo pareve cicrio para
Cordoba, pero pura las restantes ciudades, si pasaran por momenton do
decrepitnd 0 estancamiento €0 su desarrotlo urbann, debieron scr hreves.
Lus disturbios no interrumpieron la cirewlacién de mercangias, o o pro-
mzzcidn de la nada, ni el inwcreambio de ideas, ni el comereiv, ety

El pub:tumiento de peguertas corles favorecid g extetsiony ¢l desirrolio
urbuanos. Ello es patente ¢n los recintos debsiglo X1 de Granada, Mallorea,
Alnioria, Toledo, Zarago:za, Valoncia y Malaga, todas ellzas cortes de reinos
de taifus. B impresionante en el perioda es Ta expunsion de Almeny, cipital
de un peyueno reind gie se exlendia por una lerra pobre. eseithross v
dndu. Y digro de notare es tgmb:in gue Lo presperidad v seio gleanzé a
ks viodudes andaluzas v levantites, en genersl con ferliies 1egas v
emplazamientos favorablcs, sine giig afeca tam bidn a otres deot fsenior,
cswllinas 0 gragoneses, como Zoraposa, Tudela, Toledo, Barbastro. etle.
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3 . Ly ¢ludadss durante la épocs almordvide.

Pese a la ruptura politica, culwural y religiosa que supone esta invasion,
continia en Al-Andalus Iy florcciente y refinada civilizacidn urbana
anteriar, que sorprendid mucho a los bereberes almordvides.

{dris!, gedgrafo de 1a época, clasifica sus ciudades en grandes, medianas
¥ pequenas, aungue de muchas no dice su importancia. Considera grandes®
Toledo, Scvilla, Almeria, Valencia, Zaragoza, Mallorca, Talavera, Tru-
jillo, Evora (en Portugal), Carmona y Caleena; medianas: Zurita, Uclés,
Huete, Chinchilla, Al-Qasr (Alcocer de la Sal), Santy Marla de Algarbe,
Almunccar, Guadix, . Lorca y Burriana y pequenas: Lénda, Daraca, Cuen-
@, Madrid, Ubeda, Priceo, Tarifa, Marbella ¢ 1biza.

Pero enfre todas esias ciudades en épaca almohade sobresalen Seviila y
Milaga, populesas, pletdticas de vida y con intensa actividad comercial e
industrizl. ¥ no disminuyd tampoce la imponancia de Almeria, ¢l gran
puerto almordivide del comercio ¢con Oriente,

4 _ l.as ciududes duraote |a época slmahade.

Tampoco s¢ mterrumpe el esplendor urbane en la época de estos otros
invasares noricafricanos de forma que hay noticias abundantes sobre La
prosperidad y aumento de Sevilla que s en este momento cuando alcanza
su cénit.

Por atra parie, el cordobds Al-Saquncdi escribid ditifimbicamente sohre
alzunas de las ciudades mds impartanles de entonces, a saher; Sevilla,
Clordoba, Jaén, Granada, Milaga, Almerla, Murcia, Yalencia y Mallorea,

5 . Las c¢ludades del reino gronzading.

El engrandecimiento de Granada comenzd en el sigle X1 y avanzd y
culmind al convertirse en capital del reino nazud con 1a fuerte emigracién
de musulmanes procedentes de los extensos territonios ¢onquistados por
Ins cristianos durante ¢l sigle X1IE en el Valle del Guadalquivir y resta de
Andalucla. Porque este reino nazar queda acantenado en las actuales
provincias de Granads, Almera, Almerla Milaga, ocupando sobre todo el
wrreno ewcabroso y dspero de la cordillera Bética, Pese a eso la Granada
nazar puede rivalizar entonces en su esplendor econdmico, cultural y
artistico ¢on las mas importantes ciudades islimicas gue hablan existido
durante la dominiclidbn musulmana espanola, subsistiendo come 1al hasta
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su gonguista en 1492 por los Reyes Catélicos. BOSQUE MAURET. {1952,
58-R1} ha estudiado geograficamentc esta Granada nazari.

Junto con ella, MAlaga era entonces un gran emporio mercantil, y no asi
Almeria cuya decadencia es evidenwe al fener que soportar terrbles
cpidemias y al convertirse en refugio de piratas.

Para la sintesis expuetta sobre la evolucion urhana del Al-Andalus
medieval, vid, especialmente la obra citada de TORRES BALBAS {1945,
pp. 77-91).

LA CORDODA CALITAL
La extensidn y los efectivos demogrilleos

Los historiadores que s¢ han ocupadoe de la extension de la Cordoba
calital acostumbran a citar una larga serie de autores drabes, que a veses en
total desacuerdo unos ¢ON OLros y a veces ¢on caractenstica imaginacidn
oriental, asignan a Cordoba una supcrficle inconcchible. LEYI-
PROYENCAL ha sometido a una ¢ritica juiciosa tales naticias y ofrece
un plano de la Cardoba del sigto X { Grifico 1 '3, segiin el cual, los
Emites de la ciudad (incluido ¢! espacio rururbhano que rodeaba a la Madina
y arrubales) eran al oeste Madina Al-Zahara, al este ¢l Arroyo de
Rabanales, al sur cl Guadalguivir ¥y al norte una linea circular mds im-
precisa gue ¢n les puntos mas alejados estaria como minimo a cuatro ©
goeo kildmetros de ta actual linca férrea de Madrid. Lo vual supane gue de
este a ocste Cordoba tenfa cumo minimo onge kilometros de longitud y de
norte a sur, la distancia, mis varable a causa del curso meandrizante del
Guadalgquivir gue la liniitaba por €l sur, €n su parte mas estrecha era come
minimo de¢ dnco kilémelras.

lbn Al-Jatib asegura gue cl fose de delensa que fue cavado alrededor de
Cérdoba en ¢l siglo, XI, y que en todos sus lados LEVI-PROVENCAL
supone que seguia las lmites fijados en el Grafico I Lenia una longitud de
47.500 codos, lo que hechas tus oportunas reducciones supone un arco de
dreulo -el lado sur del Guadalquivir no se incluye- de 20 kildometras v 540
meiras, cosa no improbabla segiin ¢l historiader que seguimos. En suma,
que Ia superficie estimada de la Cérboda califal podrla ser de 5000
heclrcas ( LEYI-PROVENCAL, 1953, pp. 350-352).
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Evidentemente La superficie de Ls Cordoba d¢ entances, sin comparaciom
era mucho mayor gue fa de la Cordoba smurzliada cristiana que quedd
fosilizada hasta el siglo X1X ¥ cnyo perimetro en esie siglo cra de 8.759
vuras castellanas, sex 7.355 metros (CASAS-DEZA, K37, p. 4%} de-
hiendo tener en ¢uenta a efectas de la comparacién, como hemos diche,
que en los 20 kilémetros quedaba exclnido ¢! lado sur gue por mis sinuase
era ¢l més largo de 10da s civdad, y gue en L medida del siglo XHI si que
st incluye &ste. En cuanto a superificie LEVI-PROYENCAL calenlague la
Codrdoba califal era ocho veces major que la actual, en el momenio de
escribir su obra -antes de la expansion de los anos cincuenta- ¥ yuizd el
caleulo peque por defccro. Pues ESCRIBANO UCELAY (1955, p. 151) al
asignar 400 hectireas a la Cordoha de principios de ki década de los sesenta
esta haciendo a la ciudad del siglo X doce veces mds extensa,

Esla gran expansiéon de [a Cordaba del sigle X gne correspondib sabre
iodo a los reinados de Abd al-Rahman [§ y Al-Hakam 1l {ue poco
duradera y su decadencia Lan rapida que en 1067-68 eseribe Al-Bakrl ''que
las revuelas prolongadas hasta entonees liahian borrado las huellas de [os
arrabales cordobeses y suprimide toda huella de explotacion agricala en
esta regién, desierta casi tatalmente por ¢l alistamiento de sus habitautes *

Los almoravides & su vez, en la primera mitad del sigle X11 construycron
en Cérdoba una muralla de tupial, encerrando un arrabal grande, mayor
que la Madina, que por su situatidn al este llamodse Al-Sarquiyya de donde
mocede la ulicrior Ajamjula (TORRES BALBAS, 1953, pp. 155-155).

Con estos datas, puedc comprenderse perfectamente que Edrisi a
mediados del siglo XII dijera *‘gue la villa se extiende en longited desdz
ariente a ocridente sobre un espacio de tres millas -algo mds de gualre
kildmetros-. En cuanto a su anchura, desde la puerta del fuerie hasta la de
bbs judfos, siluada al narte es de una milla™ -1,420 metros-. *“*En la época
que escribimos 1a presente obra, sigue dicizndo, la villa de Cordoba ha sido
destruida por la discordia; las rigores de la fortuna han cambiado su
siwactién, y sus habitantes han experimentade grandes desgracias, de
suerte que su poblacion actual es poco considerable™.

Probablemente en lan poco tiempo, Cérdoba quedéd reducida a limites
muy proximos a los que tenla en el momento de la conquista cristiana. Por
tnto, bien en esta fecha, bien después, incluso con postenoridad a la
Reconguista, por el lestimonio concordante de la historia y de la ar-
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queatagia “'uo hay ningung duda subre la desaparicidn completa de z2:5:.0
enteras de ls aglomeracitn califul sitwsdus al norte, este y sobte tado al
geste do la cudad actezl (LEVI-PROVENC AL, 1953, p. 359, Tal inenna
i siguivia hy sido ecompemads con la expension de Cordota en los anm
sesenta y setenta, Quizd en €} momenlo actual, l ciudad ha alcunzado ¢l
limile sorne del siglo X con la zona residencial del Brillante v la Sterra a
use conio entonges de poblamiento disperso, ¥ sobrepasa a aquélla par el
sut comn tos Barrios del Campo de la Yerdad y del Sector Sur, pero desde
bepo par el geste y pur el este se encieentra tadavis muy distante, respec-
tinamente de Madina Al-Zhara ¢ incluse del Arroyo de Cantarranas y del
Arroyo de Rabanales,

Qué poblucitn tenfa la Cérdoba califal? Al-Makkari ha agrupado un
cietio namere de dutes estdlsticos gue a primera vista  parcceén
desmesyrados, pese a la extension considerable de {a capital al final del
siglo X ¥ gso iy se los aribdye a das escritores Ibnchaiyan y ibn-Bukri
*yue no tienen la costumbre de exagerar'’. Bl primere de estos Gllimos da
la cilra de 150 megyn-tas, que €1 segnundo reduce a 470, Al-Bakri anade
que un censo de 1mnoebles ordenudo pur Al-Mansur did los sisuientes
recultados: 213,077 casas ocupedas por la plebe ¥ la clase media; &0, 34}
por los allox funcionuries y 1a aristocraia; RO45S tiendas: ¥ todoe chlo sin
contur Jus hubitiaviones eltos dadus en alguiler, las termas y a8 posadas
(1 EVI-PROVENCAL, 1953 p. 152),

D tales dutas es de donde todos los autores han sacado la conclusian de
que Cérdoba tendria alrededor de un millén de habitantes, vifra que fa
ariltica histdrica actual updnimemente considera coma desmesuradd. Y asu
ver cumo demasiado exagua se cansidera la dada por TORRES BALBAS
de (00.000 habitanles. Quizd en los 500.000 haniantes gue sugicre G. DE
VALDEAYLELLANQ, sunque él siga creyendo que en dicha cantidad con.
tinua habiendo ** potoria exapcracion” (G. DE VALDEAYELLANO,
1943, p. 155}, puede estar 1a solucion media aceptuble. Desde luepo espacia
suficiente ocupaba la ciudad para albergar sl poblacién, pero lo gue
ocurre es que lenfa una estructura urbana muy especial, que puede llumar a
engano, y que analizaremaqs despugs.

La estruciura econdémive.
Si los efectivos demograficos de Candoba Mieron de la magnitud a que

hemes alndida, ey exigencia preguntuine cdmoe v de gqué vivia ayuella
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publacion. Pero las rotivias gue hasta abora nos han laaliedo Joy
historiaduores sobre el tema san basigniey parcas ™o obslunte al socaire de
las mismas y de la significacidon politic Jdo o urbe, cabe sugent algo solbre
su delividad evondmica,

Come correlate de su capitalidad politigo-religiasa y derivindose.de Ia
cobcepcidn misma, teocritica, del Estade que ella articulaba, Cordoba
desempenaba unas claras funciones religiosas, polftico-administrativa,
militar ¢ inlelectualt v artlstica, En ¢l primer aspecto ¢l religiase, a partir del
momento en que Abd-al-Rabman |11 rompe tode vingulo religioso con ¢l
Oriente islamico y se hace llamar “'Califa" y “Principe de los Creyentes™
& cuando Cérdoba alcanza la plenitud de significado parz todo Ab
Andalus. La grandiosidad de la Mezquita- Aljama y las muchisimas de
barric que sabemos existlan ilustren sobre cuanto decimos.

Por otra partz, por Ia condicidn de capital pelitico-adminlsientiva, Cor-
doby se convierte en una ciudad que, sobre tade con Abd. al-Ruhman 1,
reeibe constantemente embajadas de todos los reinos hispanos, de muchos
curopeos y del Qriente vy que albergiba 4 miles de funcionarios gue servian
a la para cnionees perfecta maguing buraeratica califal.

Pero camo la- situagudn peninsular era de crdnica guerra entre los
hubitantes que representaba la urhe v los reinos eristianos, Cardoha es
mmbién indiscutible centro militar donde se tomaban las decisiongs hédicas
que afectaban a todz la Peninsula y al norte de Africa y donde se voucen-
waban y de donde partian Las expediciones gueerergs estivales.

No abstante, al ampuro sobre todo de tos periodos de paz, (odoba
desempend una funcidn {nlelectual, fomentada sobre todo por Al-Hikam
I[, que reunié una magnifica biblioteca de 400.000 volumenes, ¥ cuyo
gemplo era imitado por la aristocrusia ¥ los sabios cordobeses, quicnes
rivalizaban en la adquisicidon de libros ¥ formahan ficus bibliolecas par-
ticulares. La necesidad de satisfacer las demandus de los biblidfilos hizo de
Cérdaba cl mayor mercado de libros del Occidente musulmin, en el yue los
gemplares raros se veodjan ¢n piblica subzsta a precios muy clevados ¢
innumerables escribas, muchos de ellos mujeres, vivian de copiar y
rcopiar manuscritos para Jos amantes de los libros (G. DE
VALDEAVELLANQO, (953, pp. 155). Sabias de todas las ramas del saber
entonces conocidas tuvieron agul su asiento, (0 mismo que arquiteclos y
artistas gue construyeron los sunwosos ¢dificios de la epoca. muchos de
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aqudllos trafdos de Oriente para impartir sus ensenanras y realizar sus
tutreas.

Evidentemente, estas actividades confirieron una cierta base econdmica
a Ja Cordoba musulmana, pero cahe y debe uno intcrrogarse sabre otras
actividades mas directamente productivas. Parece que cl Lerritonio cor-
dobés, asi, come todo Al-Andalus, siguen fundamentado su produccién
ggricola en la 1rlogla medilerrdnea -trigo, ehivo y vid- como ¢n epoca
romana (referencia cn los textos a la Campina corbodesa como gran pro-
ductora de cereal, importancia de! olivo en Baena y Cubra, significudos
vinedos al norte de Ja ciudad como luego se encontraria Fernando LIL, pero
wmbién en la Campina con ung variedad llamada precisamente qunbani o
campinesa) si bien ey importante fa transformacién introducida ahora en
arboricultura y horticultura, De ella también purticipa Cordoha pues al
decir de Al-Razi “‘ostaba rodeada de bellos huertos cuyos drbales penden
sobre ella y dan frulos rabrosos’’.

Pero Cérdoba era muy populosa, por 10 que pese a sus abundancias, tan
prestamente resaltadas per los ¢ronistas y a sus molinos harineros en el
Guadalquivit, parcve que fue deficitaria en cercal, como lodo Al-Andalus,
por lo yize hubo que recurrir a importaciones notteafrivanas.’ Y aon asi,
los cropisles '‘proporcionan noticias acerca de ias frecuentes crisis de sub-
sistencia ocurridas {sobre todo ¢n la gigantesca Cérdoba) a o largo del
siglo X: Y15, 925-27, 929-30, 30, 935-35, 941-42, 944, 954, 973..."" (SAN-
CHEZ MARTINEZ, 1980, p. 30%),

Y por ultiro, Cordoba cra un gran centro comercial y ertesanal. Dos
textos de historiadoeres pueden ilustrar sabre la vida comercial y ariesanal
inrerna y sobre su comercio exterior. En el primer aspecto dice SANCHEZ
MARTINEZ (1980, p. 350) “‘la Risala de IbnAbd al-Ra'uf, y oficios,
permite conocer parte de la actividad econdmica dz {05 zocos cordobeses.
Bl comercic de la alimentacidn ¢staba ampliamente representado por los
corredores de cereal, papaderos, horneros, Jecheros, carriceros,
pescadores, vendedores de higas, freidores de pescado y bunoleros,
oocineros ¥ vendedores de harlsa (especic de puré de carne picada ¥
cereales); entre las uctividades relacionadas con ¢l veslido enconiramos
hiladores de lino, tejcdores, tintoreres, paneros, alcorqueros, peleteros,

curtidares y blangueadores de ropa; se hably asimismo de los meriyaderes
de especias y perfumes (aloes, betel, alhena, azafrén, almizele}, agrupados
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o) el zoco de los “'drogueros’’, junto a {a puerta del mismo nombre; y, poi
lin, la Wisala s& auonpy de miédicoy, alfajemes, dlbéiwres, vendedores e
remedios. . y de (la) corte de Jas milagros farmada por preshdignadoies,

acrdbutas, nurrudores y zegeleras.,

Respecto al comercio exterior esta eta la situactdn: “Cérdoba es en ¢l
siglo X el foco de un’activo comercio de exportacidn ¢ impurtacidn que
flefa en un ir ¥ venir constanle de mercaderes y mercancias, que por vla
muritima lleguban a Al-Andalus desde QOriente por el puerto de Peching, o
yue salian hacia el Magrib, Lgipto y [os reinos chistianos, y en Llos miereados
de la capitzl cordobesa s¢ ¢camerciaba no s6lo en granos y en productos
dlimentivios para el abustccimientio local, sino en lihros ¥ en perpaminos,
en armas loledanas y en alfombras, tuptees, sedas y cerdnnca; en objeros
de [ujo y en mercaneias ¢xOlicss, en eunugos, “‘esclavos” v en bellss
exvlovay vasconzs, pullegas v arientales™ (G, DE YALDEAVELL ANO,
1953, p. 155).

En suma, una viedad de funcionarias, sabios, escritores, arlislas, o
crantes, esclavos y criados, wungue eran tambidn abundantes loy
drigsanes, Come diniamos ¢on lengnaie aciual ven una inMaciéin muy
notuble del secior terciarie, rasgo yue por avetarés histéricos, sipue
desgraciadamente conservando en ta actualidad, Auaguc en enalgoaicr ¢oso
cy diflicel de comprender en su esiructara econbdmica, sobre (ode von o
“cliché” de la avtual cindad curopea, si ex que et an populosi como se
cree,

Fstruelurs urbana de la Cordoba Culilit)

En su momento de maximo esplendor, la gran urbe cordobesa se ar-
licula, como puedce versc #n el Grafico | |, a hase de cuatro grandes con-
juntoside edificaciones separadiay entre sk y sitmadosy 2 la derecha del
Guadalguivie, un peyueno conjunto #llende el o -arrabal de Saquanda -
una serie de ¢spacios libig entre los cualta primeros ocupados par vias de
camunicacién, cemenlerios, . ¥ Uit coniarno rururbano, de poblamienio
disperso ¥ espacios libres jntermedios dedistinta funcionalidad, Yéamos
vada una de estas c¢lulas urbanas.

.oy cuatra grundes seetores de edileaciunes (Grafices 1y 1 ose pucden
denaminur  Madina, Harrios det Fste o Ajarquia,  Bapmys o
ddentales y barrios del Norie. Dichos sectores se subdividian e serie
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de arrubades (rahod), relutivamente asldnomos v upenas coordinadas enire
d e segun los diversos autores eran 20, 21 0 28, La denominacifin y ex-
acty localizacian de estos arrabales es harlo problematica.

La Madinga constituia la ciudud amuorallada, de forma bastante parecida
4 la de un paralelogramo regulur ¥ cun permetro aproximado de 3.500 a
4000 metros. Se asentaba en un espacio scnxiblemente parecido al gue
ocuparia [a ciudad romana en la epoca imperizl, Tambien las murzllas en
un principie serlan Jas romanas mismas aungue en épora muswlmana
sufricron varias reconsirucciones, que no obstang no debieron modificar
esencialmente su (razado.

Esta Madina, segun la descripeidn de les autores drabes, tenla siete
puertas que QCANA JIMENEZ {1935, pp. 143.151} localiza con gran
wrosimtilitud, Su truzado callejero era genuinamente isldmico, o s,
sinuaso y laberintico, por lo que no parece tener relacién van las manzznis
regulares de estilo romano. Parcce, no obstante, que estaba surcada por
dos grundes vias, norie-sur y este-aeste, que muy hien pudisron respetar las
grandcs direcciones fadas en la ciudad romana.

Alhergaba, por otra parte, la Madina los edificios publicos, religiosos y
giviles, entre lw gue destacabzn ia gran Mezquita-Abham que hoy con-
occmon ¥ ¢l Alcazar Califal frontero a aquélla, muchas orras mezquitas,
banros, casas de los principales magnates, etc,

La Ajarqula o sector oriental de 12 ciudad estaba separado de la Madlra
por una ciertp extensidn que se impedia repoblar. Parece gue en épaca
aiifal no estaba gmurallada, y que fas murallas son todas del sigle X1 o
XI[ ¥ fueron hechas de arpamusa micniras yue les de fa Madina ersn de
runterfa. Tradicionalmente se le han asignado seis arrabsles. Aunque
amurallada, en ¢ momentn Jde la conyulsia eristiana en buena medida
mtaha despeblada 3 destruida.

Los arrabgles del oeste constituyeron ¢l mayar de loy conjuntos de la
urbe, pero la totalidad de sus edificaciones desaparecieron al fin del
alifato. Por ello este sector ne ligne interés alguno para la posterior
evoluciom urhana de Cordoba y los nueve arrabules gue se le asignan son
wdos de localizacién muy insegura © totalmente desconovida.
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10s arrabales del norte se dice que eran tres y que entre ¢floy no existlo
continuidad espacial,

Por dltime ¢] contoren rururbano de la Coérdoba Califal era un continuo
de¢ gran superficie que se enconiraba fuera de las zonas de edificacion
resenadas y estaba ocupado por un poblamiento disperso abigarrado
alternando con espacios aoricolas y recintos destinados a algunos servicios
pablicos, destacando entre todos ¢llos los siguicntes conceptos:

- Cementerios, quc no siempre estaban fuera de 1os nucleos construidos,
pero que los mas importantes si gque se localizaban a cierna distancia de
tules sectores.

- Almuzaras, que eran lugares sin edificar, generalmenie cercadas y que
serviun para celebrar paradas militares y otvos a¢tos publicos.

- Lugares publicos de reereo, parques o paseos gue se dinan hoy, ¥ gquc
tamhién se utilizaban como lugar de concentracion de las (ropas antes de
Lis expediviones militates.

- Monpasterios o ipleslas cristinnas de mozérabes con locakizacron
preferente aunglic no exclusiva en la Sierra Morera o en la falda de la

TILSTIND,

~ glcdzares y patacing realey de recren, de los gue s¢ recucrden
especialmente por su grandiosidad: Al-Rusafa, Madina Al-Zahra, Madinu
Al Zohira ¥ Al Aniria.

= Munios o mzniones dv recreo pericnecientes a la aristocracia eordabesy

gue eran innumerables,

Y, por cliime, edificacipones mas modestas, casas de eampo o huertas,
perienecientes o cludadanos no relevanies socialmente.

En todo el andlisls precedente sobre o Cdérdoba Culifal vid.
esperiplmente LOPEZ ONTIVEROS, 1981, pp. §5-98, debiendo anadirse s
Ios auiores que se ¢ilan, los slguientes para *‘La estructurs de la Cérdoba
Calilal”: LEVI PROYENCAL, 1953, pp. 370 » ss., TORRES BALBAS en
dversas obras, y CASTEION, 1929,

LA HERENCIA URDANA DF LAS CIUDADES HINSPANO-
MLUSULMANAS

La singladura esplendargsa de las ciudades hispano-musplmanas, la per.

49



sistencia tempotul de lus tmismas durante ocho siglos y el cardeler oy
especifico de oste uwrbanismo han definide un legade sun presente en
muchas ciudades espanolas y sobre- todo andaluzas que podemos coneretur
en los siguiciles aspectos:

I EI espacia urbano de los actuales cascos histdmicos constituye las
senas de identidad de buena paric de las antiguas ciududes espanolas ya yue
ks actuales expansiones periféricas, transidas de unifermismo banal,
carecen de personalidad. Y esos cascos histbricos, pese a sus modifica
dones recigntes, s¢ farjuron ¢n épocas pasadas. Asi expresa GUTKIND
(1957, p. 289) este hecho det urhanisme espanol:

“Fl perfodo barroco (ermind la era creativa del desacrollo de ls ciudad
espanola, Desde Ja primera mitad del 5:15_-!:’: X 1X en adelante, Espana sigui¢
b tendencia general de to que cotouces se comprendia como planegmienio
de la ciudad.. en modo algune difcrenty al de oiros palses. Ll culte a-1a
alle, ¢l ingremento de trdfico, la estuliicia insignificante de las rachadas
uniformes, la mania Hatismann por los modelos en 1abtere, Ins stums de
by grandes urbes, los efectos inhuminos de lo industriglizaciom, . todos
estos fueron subproductos destructivos de La edad emergente de L eaeneiay
b tecnologla. Ellos hiciernn ea pequena numere de ciudades mayores v
mas industrializadad pero no mejores maradas pitra vivir, € incienentaren
d abendono de lu vasty mayorla de las pequenas ciudedes gue las
degradaron hasla €] estancamignta”’.

Como, por otra parte, muchas de la« ciududes tradictonales espanolas
hablan conservado su esencial estructura islimica, de urbanismo tan
distinio, es clla Lo gue impregna estos vascos histdricos como el misme
autor (pp. 445 y ux ) exalta para algunas de fas sndaluzas y en congreto
Gdrdaha,

“‘Algo de esta gloria pasada ha sabrevivido, aungue salo seu laenie ¥
transmutadamenie en o atmésfera de muchas ¢alles alrededor de fa Mes-
quita de Cdrdoba. Estos ‘callejones’ y tallejoncitos’ un legado directo de
los tiempos moros, han retenido el antigud encanto de la intimidad. Ellos
estan hechos para el irato social csponténce y duradere. Cada recodo, cada
rincdn alumbra nuevas vistzs cambiantes en perfil y color como un
aleidescopio. Ei gris del pavimento empediado, ¢l blanco de las casas
planas, los calores de las (lores que cuelgan de los balcones o yue en yis
mavetas motean la fachada, las vislas hagia Tos patios, las rejas de Jas ven-
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tarias, s plasnctas, recoletas orean una srmonia e b diversidad ¥ Wil
Utienia astitive de by bellesa, gue estd muy disineie del roido y bullcio
de pesro nerpo, kvoun mundo, un pequornn iunda comos de cuenio de
hadiss, yue pone paas vna multipheidad de pegueie unidades espagis s
¥ oque Lis muanticne juntas par el fojo continen de edificios cirenndiinl @s y
s esedln adecuada en general y endutnin”

2 Mus el congrelo en estos caseos historicos de muchas eudades
espanoly Jdoe aintecedentes skiniweos hay sectores cuyy esencial estrsctur
walicjerd v manzsnas. no ha canchiado de imanera signilicativa, pese s
modificacienes parcidles, impuctantes, gue ayuctla ba podide experncu.
wr a partir del siglo XV y sobre todo en Jas siglos XIX v XX A tidode
vciemplo, olservese ¢ Gralico 3 de Ly Naalina cardabe-a aely
wnsidlese yue son hien visibles los siguicnies heehios que prughun,
creemas, esta perennidad.

En efecto, uparecen muchos monumentos ensiianas aglesias- por toda b
cindad, ¥ en el angulo norocste wna gran avenida del sielo XIX o del Grann
Capitan. gug moditican. parcialmente Ly estrsetura isldmica pero son con
statables los elementos especiflicas del urbanisme musutman: trasado
Liberintico ¢ inhimista de las calles, anchura diferente e irregolar de estas
calles, plazas igualmente descuadradas y nada regulares gue contrastm con
d trazudo gpeomtrico de las plazas en 1antus 01y COnCepoiomes B
humisticas, diseno tambien irrggular de las manzenas 1anto cn cianto
Lmane gomo e ceaila a disene y, por vitawo, alta densidad de calleji
sin salidi azovaeoes en lus gue son tan prodigas Tas aodudes mosuhans
Seetones urhamos de trazado similure a) de la Madoa cordabesa noson paro
en eatis cindudes hispanu-musctmunas. por 10 gue o hereacia urbana d
mjuel periodo nas pareee incontrastuble.

3 Por atrg parte estss ciddades han recibido wna herenc ok
tal, gue subngue escasa dl menos en lo gue se refiere 4 conjunios de valor
gnguelar 1o se puede olvidur, Destuca en ella B opran Mezgimta de Cor
doba, los Alcazares y Oiralda de Sevilla y [a Alhambra v Generihfe doe
Cuaneda. Fstas ires cludades a causd de estos monumentas isliomeos, tan
valarades por el exolinmo ramdntico, engendran bugna parte del slud ves
kru y hterano del siglo X1X, de wealeulibles consecaeiicias para la.pro
mecidn de Bspuna en Europa y ¢ el muendo entere y siguen consiluyendo
hoy dia una base fundiamenial paera nuestto tursmoe de masas (1 QPL 7
ONTIVEROS. pp 44-45)




4 . Hasta época muy reciente, antes de que se hubies¢ producido una
exurbanizacidén acelerada y crecimicnto galopante de estas ciudades de
arigen musulaian, ha sido frecuente que buena parie de la infraestrutura
isldmica de abastecimiento de aguas y alcantarillado subsistiera y fun-
donara mds 0 menos adecuadamente,

$ . Por (iltimo, &s dificil probar fehacientemente qué rasgos de compor-
lemiento ¥ psicologla social s han heredade del pasado- musulmén en
mestras grandes ciudades de ¢ntonces, pero es Llambién armiesgado negar
dicha influencia. Quizi el acendrado esplriiu de barrio visible ain cn excas
dudades y su gcnuina especificidad aun ten ponderada por visiilantes de
todas las épocas constituyan también parie de ese legado urbuno, que en
do caso siempre se ha valorudo como timbre de gloria, porque s¢ tiene
canciencia histérica de un esplendor que constituyd un firme acicate para
superar {as profundas crisis que afligicron con pesterioriidad a muchas de
las ¢iudades hispanomrusulmanas.

Cérdaba, febrero de 1989,
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Light and Darkness: o dramatic suspense
fn Ocdipus I'yrannuos

Hy
Foud. &, Al

In view of First class articles on the subjget of Light snd Duarkness im-
agery i Qudipus Ty ratnns' ', the appearance of yoet another arlicle o the
subject scems L0 requite some extensive justilication. These studies reduce
the inmage to the mere cantlict between Oedipus and Teiresias without
seekig il throughoul the whole pluy. We may begin with the reasonabie
lvputhesis that the image is functionally integrated into the drama: it we
(ind thatahe evidency of the play buars this o1 we may conglude thal this
worrespods te the asther's intention, in this way we will pot only g in-
sipht inte Sophocles” draumatic techniyue, bur we may hope alvo o denve a
ot appreviatiost of the moral tmplication of the play. Henee Light and
Lxick ness coin be dealt with as the subslatsoe for the entive anitary action of
edipus Tyrannus, Methadelogically, this article sechs 1o apply (o the im-
age of Light und Darkness in Oedipns Tyrannus the dramatic suspense
which is accomplished theough the gradea! revelation. | suppose that the
lungeage of the whele play is orchestrated in serms of 4 ciescendo and
diminendi of light and darkness imagery. In lact, ¢very novn, serb and
adjective that construct the imuge of light and darkinss in the play is
sgniliciut in this respect, if we examine each word and odee it according

Lo its oceurange s the plis .

The imsgery dealt with, here, oceurs not s0 much ay such, but railier
those clements which Light and Darkness svinbolize, Since knowledpe 1
the s1aie of having seen, recognition is assovited with vighs' ", IENOTINCe,
presumiably, is the stale of darkness,

EFram the very begining al the play. Light and Darkress imagery runs,
wstialy through the play up 10 the doshle recogmirion of bath Jocasks il
Oudipus. The play opens with a mysterious plague which js destroving its
citizens and st vhe living things there. A group of supplizims, 19 whom 1he
Giaey 0 1he plague arg abscure, commumeate, through the priest 10
Cadipus, who foimerly solved the sphiny's riddle with his intelleciual

ooy
mwer, 16 unvover the present ohseasily
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Qcdipus, here appeics as a Man OF vision, ashle 1o discern that w bl
d . . .
abscure 1o others'™. e is seenas the reveuler of the derkness oc, 11 other

words, 1he causes of the pestilence.

Qedipus guest ('or the hidden reasons of the plugoae had already begun
since he sent his hrother-in kaw. Creon, 4o consslt the oracle at Detphi
When Creon returns, Oedipus is esger Tor his news, which wemtio be
good. Qedipus eagerly addresses him even belore he buc s chance (0 speak
He welvcomes the radiant looks luq.rl:pi':u; "ol € reon, and expects u
radiant answer from Lthe aracle- such an doswer which evvades the darkness;
the state of ignorance. The oracle declures than the plague will conig 1o an
end when 1he murderer of Laius is detected and punished, and so the search
tegins. Of course there is. snlf, darkness in the tong slrllﬁgle L reach the
light. in other words, to pet Xnowledgn.

Creon was ol given, at Deiphi, the whole knowledge which he went 1o
seck. Though the oracle shed light oa the caeses of The plavue. 10 awer
shadowed the defiler’s idently. So, darkness 15 still there as loag o the
dehiler is obscure. We, presumuably, weed not o dwell on the fact thut the
Oracle did notl deceive Ocedipus, merely it pave hinn (e opporiaity (o
make an errotr. QOcdipus. resolved o take the imtiative in getling the
knowledge, tells Creon that he himself will bring dark things 1o the
ight Eyw pav®d "' Oedipus, the revesler of the darkness, having
heen faced here with a puzzle could not resist following « Fact to s logicil
conclusion. Yet, n sense of fragic irony pernieates the pursait of kinawing
which is the powerful mode of the action. The pricst’s supplication 1o
Ocdipus (o uncover the obsgure vituses af the plague is dirccted precisely
the man who is unwitlingly the cunse of the ptague. Oedipus the resealer iy
the onc whp should he revealed.

The lirst appearance of the Chorus stands in relation with (he state of
cdarkoess which, sull, overwhelus the scthon, In the parados:' ' the chorus
reacts 1a the tidings by expressing s hewilderment. However, the chaps
alihough thrown into some apprenhension us 10 what may by the hinal
outcome of this affair, is conlident that the gods, who hine pratecied
Thebes belore, will do so anee agisif, showing themselvey cantinuingly on
the side of law and order. The chorus prays that the patron derties muay br
ing Iighl'l]_ I is one af health: a light that putsan end (o the plague on, vne
can say that uocover the darkoess which enwraps (he deliler.
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Credipis, wha declared formserly to Ciean thut he hnse!l wall bring dark
ity by the light, wssures (or the chorus that e will continae his scureh
successlully, if nothing (hat helps i the reveat iseonceated, 1 he cliorns,
who trthlally sssares Tor Cedipus iy complete ignorgnce of the deliler,
ain tat help expressing the ambiguity of the Delphic answer' T So far, the
durhiase does ot vanish, The chores saggests o nwn who iy Capalhle to
uncover sich a darkness, [1is Teiresias whocouldsee polwta o

whd pride o searcher of this matter to the Tyhe

[t worths noting that Oedipus’ first words of welcome to Teiresias are:
“ah Teiresias who observe every [hinEa} NAVYTa vqla-,u e pE G:Il:lﬂz.
Such a weleome seems to bear Qedipus’ admilunceal Teiresias power of
knowledge, and may, besides, reflect Qedipus vehement zeal to uncover
darkness. However, neither Oedipus’ appealsm' a

= |
. nor his a.ngcr' » Su¢-
. . . . 5
ceeds in convincing Teiresias te reveal the obscunty of the aracle™™

By this point in the play the weisian begins to preyvail the action of the
phiv centered in the persoas of Qedipus; the searcher nf knowledgre, and
Teiresiug who tries 10 heep thinge dark The conilict is inflamed as sovn as
Ocilipus, in reaction 10 Teresias” conecalment. assames that he iy the cou-
wiver of Laius” murder, and bwits kim, in o srrong  anger, with
Windnews'"' Then. Teiresias, in reagtion to Qedipus’ accosation, declytes
that Oedipus is the ctiminal whom he himsell seeks' ' and. moreover.
ndicates. covertly, his incest’ ™ yet, Oedipus” reachiom e 1he prophei’s
sudgement is the deuidl of his power to bring things 1o light. xince he, heing
Hind, is the offspring of endless nighty 1@ TPEPEL WPOL uux‘iﬂfa
Jin addition 1o that, Oedipus is quick 10 aeeise Terestus and Crean of prot-

P datian' "
tng agmnmst Ris royul persen and station”

More sirikingly, Qedipus shows himsell 1o be overeontident in his awn
abilitiee. especially in sell’ esteeny Tor his knowledpe and inteliigence
Cedinrus helieves thiat he iy granted with l;nnwlcdgffvﬁln .lupﬁml 'lll_
while the prophet is blind in his art ;r3py TExvnyv A’ !'o TUQ\Q'E.
Ocdipws, here, huilds his gudpement (9 Teiresis” ignorance ondhe facl thiv
he himsell was the only ong who could solve the sphina's riddle’ U He s
a eonlidence in ms own ntellectial powers amd can not 10esie any one

wlip guestion them' "' However, eiresias, properly . pot the contrast
beeween himsell and Oedipus in ironic wards: the fitersilly Blind  sees | ar,

. . ‘&
knews. while the sighted s bl or, 1y i’ " oven whenever the
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truth is revealed, Oedipus blindsess, sosays Teiresias soreisdicilly. will be

? - 0 . -
atnal one' . Teiresias judgement secins (0 regi b the inner meaning of
fight und darkness imagcry.

The accurance of light and darkness imugery. here. has been ahondantly
interpreted. Lapehl and durkness imopees sre contered e the penony ol
Cedipus and Teiresias. The scene represents the clash ol 1he 1mayes
associated with each of them, In thal wene. night has beenaset m opposi
ton Lo Iighl' "The imggecy of the dght and the darhness the vision and
blindness, i< allied with 1the tension beiween the wit of Ocdipus wnd the
Gvine wisdom of Teiresins' . Faesight and ignocance, blindbgss and
insight. these imporiant themes in Gedipus Tyrannus are 1irst estublished
firmly in (he Tewesias seene” ' The image of sightedness and Blingdness i
clearly fundumental: th hlind seer Peirgsias wind the sichtal Oedipus blind
o the realities ol the world about him constilute an epposition eenteral (o
Sophacles meaning' " i the Teiresws scene there 1s (he cantrast, sa em-
phaucally mode, bemween the phy-ical Bhiadness of the prophet s the -l
Hindness of 1he I;lng' '

On the whaole these views are, perhups, indisputable. but thes (431 short
of secking the image throughout the whols play. This is particularls strange
in the case of a pluy which is ulmost pniversally regatded as the most
technically perfect work of a most technicully proficient dramatisi. Let 1<
wsume that Sophocles, steeping his imagination in the actions, andd
pondering its characters and their experiences as a dranwnist inevitably
docs, embodics the imagery of light und dotkness throughout the whole
struclure of the pliy. The construction oF actions in the play ix sinngd by
the continual occurance of the image, while the dramatic suspenss 1s con-
sistenily maintained. along with the tragwe irony, as the imended me:ning
moves on, The real fungtion of Teiresias scene. perhaps, is to show how lar
from the truth Oedipusas, and 10 help,in the prrovess of the pradua! revel

The graduasl reves) moves on when Teiresias, who elaborates his prfpe.
ment of Qedipus’ 1gnernce, teils Oedipus, ma prophetic words, that ““this
day shall bring you forth and causes your destructiun"-?p- !'I‘-éDU-Q!:‘UE
JE na i b.myggpé}ff Rut Oedipus, who boasts with his knowledge,
is unable to guess the meaning of Teiresias’ words which seem 10 him

- i - i .
ascurte riddling words alvinta waocapn | . Teiresias |5,‘mdctjd.
speaking in riddles. Seers, like oracles, lend 10 express themselves in a rid-
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dling way Rut lock at the man 10 whom this is said. He is a [amaous sover
al riddles, a darkness revealer. The Jjronic coptrast stands oul the mare
dearly pregisely because andiesnce knows the truth: the old man, literally
bltnd, sees more Lhan the vigorous king who prnides himselt an his
knowledge and inteliigence, yel is metaphorically blind. 1t is clear ihat
Oedipus, up tll now, is unable 10 uncover the darkness easily. Sephocles,
so far as | can see, does net want Gedipus to learn the truth in other way: it
is essential to his conceprion of the action thar QOedipus should find the
ruth out for himself.

However, before Teircsias leaves, he, eaplicitly, gives informations
ahout the muerderer’s indentity which, distinctly, apply Lo Oedipus““.
Teircaas' Tinul senience 15 a dely 1o cedipus. Re agrees 10 by consdered
gnerant if he is to be proved wmng‘m. It warths noting that Oedipus’
reaction 1o Teiresias dely is just going out ip silence,

Oediprs goes in silence because he can nol yet make any sense of
Teiresias’ parudoaes. For it ong can not see the solution to a nddle then it
remusins nonsense. and there is nothing Lo be said"u" It is prohable that
Ocdipus fls 10 camprehend Teiresias® words and suspects its truth
because events have conspired 1o push him inta accepting plausible bul
lulse premisses, frum which only false deduvtions are possible. The siate-
ment which Oedipus had believed that i avoiding Corinth he was avoiding
parricide and incest appears as an essential element in the make- belicve
world of Ocdipus which was responsible of his lack of knowledge, The
reveal ic, sull. suspended. Though the truth is revealed, it remzins in the
torder line between light and darkness

We should abserve, too, the canunvation of the contlict between light
und darkiesy in the chorwes' ode that (ollows the deparwre of both
Teiresias and Ocdipus' ' The light, so the chorus says, [lash-
o érapve ") yet, though the truth is revcaled, it stands off
neither in assent nor in denial'’”. Another evidence of the chorus
bewilderment is found in admitting, on the contrary of Qedipus,.its blind-
ness, oﬁx ﬁpa 0 The truth, 10 the chorus, is, still, enwraped in
darkness, Sophocles, hece, makes his chorus express incomprehensjon,
Thal frank adntission of incomprehension challenges the ausdience 10 ask
itsell whether it has understeod ihe past or can predict the futnre of
Oudipus=Whether 1L can or not i has surely understoad more than the
charus. In such cases the chorus’ ignorance is functional in relationship to
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die dudience’ awaness: the less they know the more we know' ™ Iy
representation of the chorus® ignorgnue e ta- derons off ligh and darkness
imagery mav he, perbups, justificd by Sophocloe preparation for g seveli.
tion of - the truth jo latey seenes of the play

A partial revelation steps np as Yocasta m her desire (o clear Qedipus of
the murder of s, lets out part of 1he dhic seacl by her aliusion 1o the
“Iriple cross. roods " Then, Ocdipus. anxionsly, gets from JTocisea
nmwore detsils which Rappen 10 remind i of s eneounrer a1 il w.ulI
Oedipus, vonfusedly, is wlmd Jest the prophel s seqnyg (oo gleary

ur PAbxwv & pdvtic g.

Oedipus, in a hall recoil, seems, here, (0 admit the prophet’s kpowlcdge.
Moreover, Oedipus’ informanon shout Laies” attendants. which gor
responds with his cocounier  govew b asecond conerete iifngatiess aler
thy menton of the crons-razads. of iy role i 1 s’ dewth. Oedipus cdanis
that this informatian thraws onl light T@B? "}51‘] Oiapa ‘i‘ﬁ. e

Although durkness secims (0 varish, and wuth stands out in licht
Ocdipus. still. suaspects Tis robe  Lams™ death, The story of Laius” servint,
who wis (he only one of Laius’™s purty 1 escape alive. that (hey woe sl
tucked by several obbers, heeps the reveul of 1. Oedipus semmeons | sy’
wrydnt o make certam of his story! ", The andicnee emotions piight be
hotly stirred, here. for the reason that Ocdipus s not anby ignoranr who he
&, but, he. alsa, is ignorant ol whai he iy Jdoing,

1t worths noting that the chorus, in the ode that follows Qcdipus’ depar-
ture, acknowledges its faith in the oracle'” The two central stanzas o the
o:ie begin with the statement: hybris ereats the monarch ﬁpp g guie-
vet wipavvov, | Such a statement calls for interpretation. [t is
interpreted that the chorus prays that Ocdipus will not be guilty, for il he is
he will he destroyed, Illogically, in the light of its apprehension (hat
Teircsias may be right, but undersiandably in the light of its devotion 1o
Qedipus and the fact that the evidence is not complete, the cherus hopes
that somehow Qedipus and the gods may be able 10 continue their efforts
together ta save Thebes'™ But Winninglon-lngram rightly claims that il
there is any s¢nse in which Oedipus is arrogant, his pride is Intetlectuzl, He
has toa much pride in his keen intelligence: what he must learn- and 1each-
& that he has been too wrong again'™"!. So far as | can see, the choruws, here,
censures Qedipus, implicitly, for being over-confident in his knowledge.
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Ie choras, presumably, reacted thus after it had heard how closely the
story of Oedipuy corresponds 10 the circumstanges of Laius' death, These
detiils are enough ta create for the chorus i very strong probability that
Oedips killed Laus, in which case Teiresias uppears 10 be right aiter gll. J1
this is true, it beoomes necessary, Lhen, to vensure Qedipus’ intellectual
pride.

Hawever, Sophocles,, by o srokhe of genius, heeps the 1eveal ofl s 1
teodupcimg the Corinthian messenper wha decliies the news of Ocdipaes
suppescd Laher, Polybus' © Jaceia, on heaing that, exulbis in ths ap-
pureni proof of the mrelevancve of the chilling nracle She woes on 10 e
ber seeptical vivws on Qedipuy’ " wha goes dlong with locasta’ Y B,
the newx of Palvbuis® death, although it cases Oedipues mind of one hadl o)
the praphecy, in it e conne longer kil bes Gather st feases himn i ans
wiy aboit the other Wb, tye danger oF eest withy bie paihgr

Another exsmple of supreme Sophoclenn artisity i seen in kis handhng
ol the Cornahan mgesaenazer, whase bhthe sssianpton thar Re can allv e
Bopering fears in the mind of Oedipus by 1eseabioe Tt Polybus and
Merope were oL, n fLact, his purents’ Cserve il 1o ekl Ocdip s’
iwnoranee Gediprs beging, conseguently . (he yaest lor kis own idenniny
which s the domingnt mrovennnt 1 the ceoteral pars of the plis . ol the
kpawicdee which Oedipns pams contes 10 be thw end ol the play.

Bevide the darkasess that happened 1o enclose 1he murdeter of Laius, who
i the ciuse of the plyue, Oedipus, now. 1 conlronted with anuorher
darkness thut enwraps his own dentitn Ovedipas, who, gomeall wow
noruni that hoth wspects of darkness are combinad (oecther, poes on 1w
shed Tight on his bipth®

The tension ingcreanes as Qedipuy gives 00 eor o Jocasta who, o
desperate attempt (o present Oedipws rom braaogine Hie trovh o lght, begs
him to stop asking guestions’ " Jocdsta s attempt (9 restram Oedipay
Irom ashing tufiher guestians hes been gbundantly nrerpreled. Jocawa.
WitlRary Lo Ogdipes . s o gversige Person s o wanits (@ be seenny andd 1o
avoid The threut, not fike Oedipies 10 meer it' " Iocasta’s desperste .
emnpl emphasizes Oedipus’ regard for the fruth' ioacgeniagtes Jus
deterpnastun 10 ke whiclis the driviag peser ot the l;luy"' " She dirs
not teveal the truth she just conpes tr undentind” * Those opinions aie
piced sabahle o handling Jocasia’™s chamicter Yol e ns vongpe o
thin the real function of Sophocles’ depicion of Joveska, heic, is perhaps,
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to create a gomplete isotadon of Oedipus, und W0 preciptale the ultimale
aatastrophe. Oedipus happens to be the only one who fuves durkness, for.
now, the veil is torn for Jocss Since she is now aware al 1he truth, she,
weeing that her ettort is o vain doey 1ol it ol Laus’ servaetl cames e
but rushes of1 inte the palzee o il hersell. The gudicnee emotions are
irred, again, lor the reason that Qedipus is not aoly ignaran who be s,
but he is alse, s ignorant of what he is daing,

Now, the action worolls aguinst the backgrouna ol the oracublir pro-
phesics of the pods, those eryptic. partial pevelations of the divine
knowlcdge which the human incetlect con not aceept or understand uotil
they are fulfilled™' The chorus, in its illustan te Cithaeron, in the ode thar
fallows Jocasta’s dcparturcm”
Oadipus’ identity,

o IS preparing for o very soon revelation of

Laius' servant, whom Qedipus has sought [or te reveal the murderer’s
dentity, comes, very lately, to reveal Ocdipus’ identity'™ . Sophockes has.
bv a srrake of genins, combined varim dramatic functions in one person
and thus achicved an astonishingly concentrated action, Just as the Corin-
thian messenger 15 the same pian whoe rescucd the condemned child an
Cithueran, 5o the Thebean shepherd who hunded it over was the sume who
accompanied Laius an hiz was ta Delphi, He witnessed the killing and 1led
w0 the country with hiy knowledge ol tha new king'« secrer. Yhen he now
appears by arder of the king, he first rernses (o speak, as Teiresias did, bwt
again Qedipus forces him o wll the fruth: he, the king, is the son of Loius
who, zlarmed by the prophecy that his son woutd kill him. had exposed his
child on Cithacron, Ocdipus is an incestuous parrivide. With this
knowledge Ocdipus is led into insight. Oedspus, here, us most eritics rightly
painl oart, serves a5 an example of the fragility of the human knowledge,
Qcdipus’ now knawledge a1 the end of the pliay is 4 recagnifion of man's
Enorance.

‘Now, (he darkness vanishes, the ignorance is no longer there, and the
light of the Lruth becomes so distinet that Oedipus, now wishes that he may
bt behold it for ever: & @la, Tehevtalby gt HpooPrévaius
vov %, Suddenly, Ocedipus, ashamed of what he has wrought, jabs out
hs own cyesm’. Qedipus® self blindingw”’ has been variously interpreted.
It is an ect of madness'™, it executes punishment™™, and it accomplishes
prity’". To other critics, Oedipus® mental blindness is peralleled in his
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#|f inflivied physical blindness' ' If we do examine Ocdipus’ words at Lthe
end of the play. something of interest emergrs. Oedipus says that Apalle
was behd has blindness, bul only his hands have brought it shout' . He
probihbly, indicates the prevail o1 the divine knowledge in contrast with the
uman knowledge. The light, in other word, the knowledge of the oracle
thut uncovered the darkness, has proved (he ighorance, in other word, the
Hindness of Oedipus. Ocdipus reassures the idca of his ignor:nce when he
tells his daughiers that. before now, he was blind and ignoram ofi6
bpiov oo 'm-ropmh"'“. S0, Ocdipus” blindsiess sorganically
related to the tructure of knowledge as it unfolds itself for Ocdipus. To ef
lect dramatic suspense. Sophocles devores the greater part of the play to
the gradual discovery, in the terms of light and darkaess imagery, and
makes OQcedipus himsell the author of the revetation,
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I'be Rigorism of Aristotle in his Poetics
Fact or Fiction? A reply -
By: Fooad S. Ali

Pauw, in delense of Aristotle, lays out, in his article the rigorism of
Aristotle in his poetics: fact or fil:linn?“]" an interpretation that calls for a
reconsideration. Pauw sugecests that wheo Aristotle lays down rigorous
rules, these naturally pertain to the topmost layer of tragedies only, and are
nol for ore moment meant to be the masier plan according 1o which all
wagedies must be constructed'?!. Upon a ¢loser analysis of Aristotle choice
of words, Pauw resumcs, it is possible to distinguish the ideal tragedy.
Aristorle, deliberately, uses obligatery terms such as "“must’™, “should’,
“pught' and ‘‘nceessary™ (o refer 1o ideal lra,gedy”’. Sofarsogoad, but it
desenves atlention, here, that while Puuw refutes that rigidity cavers all the
Poetics, he maintains that it exists where ideal 1ragedy is meant. Never
theless, Puuw does neither argue the justificalion of some of thee rules,
rot does he 1ake into consideration the playwright®s freedom of innova-
tion, Let us examine, gs an example, one of these rigid rules.

One of the four Aristotlcan demands that a dramaiist should not ignore
in depicting a tragic character © consistency. Aristolle lays the principle as
thus: “*And fourth is consistency, for even il the person being imitaled is an
inconsistent sort, and that kipd of character has been posited, still he
should be consistently inconsisient>" ¥,

Aristotle, here, as clsewhere, is succinct in defining his rule. He does not
speak about it straight forwardly, but formulates this demand by in-
dicating a special case of imitation; an inconsistent character. If that
characier is premised as inconsistent one, the play-wright has to keep this
inconsistency throughout the course of action that character (akes. [n
representing such a character, consistently inconsistent, this accomplishes
the consistency demand. Consistent inconsistency is, as Else explains, a
““Melancholy” stawe. So the character porirayed as ''consistently inconsis-
0t will mean that the individual's (raits or actions assigned to il should
all spring from the common concept of **Melancholy’ and thus be ac-
ounied for by varying amounts, states, and conditiens of the same
physiological prim:iplc'ﬁ,
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NOw, II'an incansistent character can be cansistent when its inconsisten-
€y occurs consistently, on the contrary, an ingansistent character js that
which does not on all occasions react secording 10 its original behaviour,
but abruptly surprieses the audienee with an unexpecied change n the
wurse of the action. So, the characler, to be consistent, should always
remain the same without change or modification in the course of 1he play.

£t may be obvious that Aristotle demands consistency in both eharacter
und actions. So does Horaee™, but it marks a difference between the twa
positions that Herace formulates this demund from the view-point of
character, Aristotle from the view.paint of plor canstruction! .

Aristotle's emphasis on plot ligs, 1 assume, behing his giving [phigeneia,
in lphigcneia in Aulis, as an example of incansistent character; for
Iphigeneia as « suppliant is-in Aristolle opinion-unlike her Later st The
offcace againsi the law of tragie characlenization is not required by the plat
and docs not contributy to it. Here, Iphigeneia, in AristoLle's cyes, hastwo
different characters speaking 1n twe diffeeent situations. In Aristorls, such
charucterization is not necessary'” For Aristotle, consistency demand is
poverncd by probability and negessity rule''"™ The fault criticized by
Aristolle is that Iphigeneia’s inconsistent behavior siands in no organiy
relation to the plot and its outcome. It shoold fallow of peccssiny aF pro.
bability that a tragic character, being a given kind of persan, will suy or do
gven kinds of l'hiT‘Igi”“.

Iphigeneia's hergism is ingonsistent, te be sure, but is it meantngless, or,
in other words, is Aristotle completely night in taking it as a dufeet against
the law of tragic characterization?. Unlike Else 1 do nwl find it bootles to
ask such a question. Actually, Else himself could not resist answering it he
says; Iphigeneia’s supplication is certainly natural and plausible enough for
a young girl, and her decision to welcame martyrdom is conceivable in cer-
min strong emotional states, but Euripides has done nathing (o convinie us
that she is capable af such a state. [phigeneia in her second specch, to use
Aristotle’s own phrase (1454 b 34), "'says what the peel desires™' >

Nevertheless, Blse's two critical potes, on Iphigeneia’s second speech,
are, both, incapable of ¢convineing us (hat Aristotle is not rigorous in re
jecting inconsistency in a ¢haracter. 11 does not seem o be an abligatory
duty for a playwright, and especially for Euripides, o introduce for & cer-
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@in change in situation of a certain character. 1t is, above all, an cmotional
slate which owes ils exislence to new circumstanees, or a new feeling.

In the case of Iphigenzia’s chunge; she recopnizes that she is fighting
against difficult odds, so she sacrifices herself, making the best of a bud
station. Fer only by relinquishing herlife does Iphigeneia gain het new
friend-os rather her bridegroom. In case she wished to makc use of Lhis
friendship 10 prolong her existence, she would have to destray its nceessary
conditions and thus forfeit the friendship itself, for the expedition will not
kel Achilles save her and if he will do he might be destroyed.

In Iphigeneia's second speach is what (he pogt wants to say, still it should
not be taken as a token of faulty characterization, for Aristotle allowed the
poel the frccdom to devise the right way of trcating the mythm’.
Euriptdes did not trace Jphigeneia’s change through its seperace phases, (o
be sure, yet, it is means to be as such, abrupt, for some dramatic purposes.
In fact, [phigeneia change of hearl at the end of the play has becn hotly
debated by the -’:rhu:s“ﬂ, since Aristotle first objected Lo this alleged in-
consistency in her characterization, Bur Iphigeneta is not the only incon-
gstent character in Qreek tragedy, there are, also, Agamcnon in the
Ajan””. Menelaes in iphigeueia in Auljs“ﬁ' and |smene In hmigunc““_
Inconsistency of such characlers is justified by literatule's relation with the
“psyche’ in its ability to act coosistently or the reverse. The playwright
might have been aware of his characfers inconsistencies, yet he creats them
thus, for some dramautic purposes,

The idea of inconsistent characier is widely accepted by many critics,
Wehstet says; in spite of Aristolle, Lnconsistency is justified by up-
predicated but intelfigible reaclions to circumstances that may arise in the
murse of the play"”'. Conacher ascribes Lhe surpnsing speed of chunge in a
character o circumslances, also, and (o the dramalisl’s requircn1::nl.'i"m.
Lesky says: the change is related to the conception of the psychological
processes which induce such an altcmpl'zm_ The Sudden change of
charavcters can be secn -us Trypanis observes- as a step towards medern
mychological drama‘??. Other critics sec thal inconsistency has the
privilege of causing a dramatic effect. A Change of heart withoul the
benelit of persuasion by others may be used by a dramatists to heighten
diect' 22 Distegard for strict consisiency in ¢chzracter is, in Kirkwood's
opinion, a legitimate dramatic liberty and it may even be a dramatic
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n:cefssit)r. By inconsistency an effect can be achieved thropgh sicucture or
through the heighicning of emotion at a crucial moment'4?.

None of these opinions can easily be rejected i disgussing the con-
sisteney congept in Aristotle’s poctics, Indeed il seems wiser to evaluate
characters in the Jight of their sentiments than {o classify sentiments 25 ac-
ceptable Or unacceplable on the basis of premature evalyation of the
characiers. Marcover, an analysis of the inconsistent characters related to
the *'psyche’’ should be 1aken tnte consideration,

Much mere could be said on Aristotle’s regiorism in the Poetics, yet |

have chosen ane example which helps te show how Aristeds, in some
sense, was to¢ rigid in laying down such a ponciple.

78



10-
11-

13-
14-

Nafes

D.A. Pauw, The Rigonsm of Aristotle in his Poetics: Fact or Fig
tionT ACLASS, XXI, 1978, pp. 71-81.

jbid, pp. 71-73.

Inid, pp. EQ-81.

Ar. Poet., 1454A, 26-28 Translated by, G.F. Else, Anstotle’s
Poctics, The Argument, p. 455,

The other Arisiotelean demands in a tragic charactor are Goodness
(1454A, 16-22), Harmony {1454A, 22-24) and Sinularity (1454A,
24-25).

G.F. Else, Op. cit., p. 462.

Horace, Ars Poetica, vv. 119-120.

C.0. Brink, Horace On Peotry, The “*Ars Poctica'™, p. 198, N, 115,
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