PHILIPFE DE MEZIERES
AND
THE NEW ORDER OF THE PASSION

By
ABDEL HAMID HAMDY

PART L

Philippe de Mézidres, the author of the trealise known as the
Nova Religiv Passionic or La Chevalerie de la Passion Jhesuw Orist
i3 perhaps one of the most colturcd and prolific writers of the fourteenth
century in the West.! His works reveal a wide knowladge of ancient
and {:emporary philosophy, Lheclogy and history, Throughout
his ¢caresr, he never lost sight of his aim, nor indeed, did he spare zny
eMort Lo bring about the foundation of his Order of the Passion.

For the purposs of this artcle, we ‘propose to sketch briefly
those aspects of Philippe de Méztres's life which relate to his plan
far the foundation al this new Order?

Philippe was born in the village of Mhézilres in that part of
Picardy called Santetre abput the year 1327, His family was noble
But declined in fortup=. Philippe tells us that he was the youngest
of twelve brothers and sisters.? He was ¢ducated at the Canons® School
at Amiens znd was cager to reaxd chromnicles dealing with the Haly

1. Fot a vompleie list of his works, see N, Jorga, “Philippe de Mdzitres®,
Parig, 1896, pp. VIL-¥IIL. The asciptien of the <Somnium Viridarii® (1376) by
Jorga to Philippe de Méziires is coroncows. For Lhe literature on this point, sea
G.W. Cooplend, THigole Orssme and the Adtrologers'. Harvard Upiversity Fress,
1952, preface.

2 Fora detailed biography of cur authot, see M. Jerga, op. cit., passlm,

3. Mova Religio Milicie Passionis Jhesn Chrisli pro acquisicions Sanctz
Civitatis Jherysalerm et Terrs Sancte, Bibl. Mazarine MS. 1943, f. 455, L +Eoce
Philipinus wester dupdedimus suofum [raltum £F sororum’s
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Lend and lg listen to the storics of pilgrims who had returpsd thepee.
He also heard stornizs sbout the East where many of his compatrdol
had become rich and powerful.

In 1345, at the age of mincteen or so, heleft his villape to begin
a career of astonishing varizty with a few months® service under Lucchino
Yisconti {4 1349) in Lombardy. Later in the same year he was among
the followers of King Andrew of Waples when that monarch was assas-
sigated. Philippe's experience of war-and of living among undisciplined
and unruly *gens d’armes’ must have left an  impression of horror
on him. He2 speaks of “fatigue, hunger, night watches, ipnumerable
wounds, poverty, ambueh, danger of losing one’s life on sea or on land,
and a thousapd other ways of death which is the apanage of this vain
military profession.”? He blames himself for not distinguishing
between just and unjust war; the former is the kind of war lo be
fought in defence of one’s country, one’s faith, in defepce of the
Church, widows, orphans ot in defence of justice and equity.?

It i3 cerfain that Philippe fought under the Dauphin, Humbert
II, in the hattle of Smyrna in 1346, and in one of the following battlss
against the Turks he was knighted.? His experience on Lhis expedition
breught disillusionment, and with it the beginning of a resolution te
devote himself to the cause of the crusade. Afler Lh: campaign of
Smyrex was over, Philippe accompanied Humbert 1T to Rhodes, and
from there made his way fo-Jerusalem in 1347. It wasin the Church
of the Hoy Sepulchre that the idea was born in him of founding a new
Order of Chivalry to replace the older Orders.

1. Oratio Tragedim, Dibl, Mazarine MBS, 1651, [, I35: ‘Laborcs, jefunia,
vigilins, voloera plutima, peupettates, insidia et mmorlis pericula lo mari
et in viz, £t mille mortes appafcotes, tali vane milicie aderentey’, cf. Jorg,
op. cit, p. 63 n. B,

2, ibid, F. 154 v.—I55: fpromr tu, veterans, aliquande fecisti, oon
vegtillands prios ntrum beflurn justum indictum fucrit videlicet pro republic, pro
fide, pro ecclesia, pro vidals ot orphanis, pro equitate et justicla’, of. Jorga, op, ¢it,
r-585n 2

3, Chevalerie de ]o Passioo de Josys Christ, Bibl. Armenal MS, 25|
f. 13 v, : cls Dauphin de ¥ieons lors estant 2 Lo Suourc {Smyrna} et assez tost
Epres en upe autte chevauchie ¢t envaio des Turs L& jeune et povre Ardant Desir
avoit Lz priz 1'Ordre de chevaleris duquel il o'sstoit pag digne.’
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He had secn the strength of the Ottomans which they owed to
their mililary organisation in contrast with the Christians’ weakness
which was due fo their unruliness and insubordinatipn. The Turkish
Amirs of the coast of Asia Minor kept excellent and well disciplined
woops permanenlly wnder their command. The Sultan of Egypt
toeether with his Mamluk forces was capable of resisting the Christan
zrmies. Tremsndous efforts had hithsrto becn wasted by Christans
to liberate the Holy Tand from Muslim hands. But this sk, ig
Philippe’s view, was not @ dificult cne. IF the chivalry of the West
had failed to unite for this cause on account of thoir selfishpess and
worldly glory, if Armenia and Cyprus were incapable of undertaking
this mission, and if the older  Orders of chivalry had lost their former
zeal, there was still a way to build up a Christian army in ap unprece-
dented manner which should be worthy of its name. A pew Order
of chivalry, well organised, sufficient in number, and free from all
worldly pregccupations and vices ! should be founded to bring knighls
back into ways pleasing to God and lead 2 reorganised and regencrated
Christendom to the delivery of the Holy Land.2

After his visit Lo the Holy Land, Philippe eailed to Cyprus where
relations with the Lusignans were established. Hupues TV (1334
1358} showed some interest in the idea of 2 crusade considered as & de-
fengive measure. But it was his second son, Plerre the Count of Tripali,
some two Years younger than Mézidres himsaIf, who was to share to the
full Lis fervovr for aclion in lhe East. On the death of hiz elder
brother, Guy, in 1346, Pierre was assured of suceeeding his father Lo the
throns of Cyprus. This fzet prompted him to think of ways and
means which would enable him later on to reconquer the Holy. Lapd.
He founded his Order of the Sword which included kpights from
France, Spain, Rome, Lombardy, Germany and Sardinia.?

1, Nova Religio Passionis, f. 167, 2: ‘Manilesta mmt etcpim tola peccata
Friocipalia in Chrigtizons diu domiranciz, videlicet superhia, avaricia of Juxuria®.

2. Ybid., f. § v.2 — 97, 27 members of this Order wern to observe; “yotum
Dbediencie sansa .., volum pauperitatis spiritns,. sacramentum castitatis. ., nostra
zancta relipio alind votum quodnm est summe perfselionis habebit."

3. Thefourteenthcentury wosmarked by the foondation of many arders of
chlvalry in Europe; ef. Torga, ope cit., pp. 83-85.
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Philippe may have Llt Cyprus for the West some time in 1343.
We are ypcertain 28 to his movernents in the pext few yoars. In 1354
he appeared at Pontorson in Narmandy, serving under Arnoul d”Audre-
hem, marchal of France.

Pierre I was crowned King of Cyprus on hiv father’s abdication
in 1353, and in April 1360 was crowned King of Jerusalem. This marked
en important stage in Philippe’s life. At Lhe age of lhirty three he
returned to Cyprus to resume his conneclion with Pierre and at the same
tims to meet one of the most extracrdinary figures of the feurteenth
century, the Carmelite Pierre Thomas. He was as zealous for the
crusade as was Philippe himself, end in May 1355 was appointed
hy Innocent Y1 (1352-62) Legate to Lhe East and commander of the
forces which were then setbog out to the help of Conslantinople, and
it was he who crowned Piemre as King of Jerusalem at Nicesta, Three
mea of character were met and the dmes wore opparlune.  Philippe’s
posilion was made official by his appointment as Chapcellor of Cyprus,
an office whick hs held until Pierre I was asgassinated in 1369.

Philippe was now placed in 2 region which was the link betwren
East apd West. His relations with traders, Saracens and Cypriot
knizhts who fought against the Muslim under Hugues IV.and his
predecessors proved very uselul. They provided him with ample
and precise information about the conditions in Egypt, Syria, Turkey
and abgut the Tatars.. Emissaries from the rolers of Egypt and other
prioces of Lilam, as wel! as from the world of the West, came to Lhe
islapd on missions of peace or war. Ships laden with the pradaoce
of the East sailed into the ports of Cyprus; crusading expediliems used
the island as Lheir last base for attacks on Asin Minor and Syria, All
this and much more furnished the store of recollection and expedepce
on which Philippe was to draw in his later perlod of literary activity.

It must be admittcd. however, that our Chancelior seems ta
have spent much of his Ume away from Cyprus. He visited most of
1. Epistrolameplable ¢t gonsplatoire, Ed. Kervyn de Lettenhove, in Froissart,

vol. X¥I, Broelles, 1872, p. 508,
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the ¢cowrts of Europe,' usually with the aobject of paining comverts
to the plan of a cousade of which his King should be the lsader. In
the yecars 13614, when Piefre I was touring Eufope® to ssek support
for the erusade, Philippe and Pierre Thomas, after 2 stay in  Avignag
in which they won over Urban V to their cause, visited Milan, Bologna,
Vepice #nd other Iialian cities, exhorting, preaching, scttling local
differences, and more oftzn than ¢ver they werc dizappoinled at the
lokewarm receplion given o their main mission® In 1363 Phiiipp_a
and Pierre Thomas were deputed to arbitratein the old quarrel between
EBernabo Visconll, the tyrant of Lombardy, and the Church* This
was a delicate business and  breught Philippe iato the full stream of
Italian politics, and what French envays had [ailed to de was now
achieved by Philippe and Pierre Thomas, An obshacle to the crusade
had betn removed and Philippe was free to preach the movement in
the towns now restared by Bernebo to the Church.

The year 1364 was a full ope for Mézitres, We know of his
presénce in Venice, without whose aid in ships no crusade was possihle,
and in Milan, where he addresses a Ietter to Amadeus of Savoy,
imploriog him not to postpons the crusade® It was in this year

1. Chrvalenie de la Paasion, £ 17 v, @ 7le povre Ascdant Desir pour cells
mEsmt cause,. . avee Lo dit roy et sans sa pressnce, opecisl messagler do sa magma-
nimite royale, par X ans ou environ coutinpelment oo Eqlautro chose que d'aler
drarient 0 cecident, de midi en eeprentrion, & paps Urbain ot 2 pape Gripeirs, aux
roys dessgs diz ¢t 3 plyssyrs autes, agn graos prioces ot commmes de la crestiente
Cathnlique . *

2 ibid. . 16 v—17.r.: “Eocares Jo vadlant roy, en pourchasgant
lc saint pazsage et la  siipte ‘Chevalerie, en propee pemsonns visila Charles,
roy de Brhaigoe et Empereur = Romme, |8 vaillant 1oy de Hongrie, Je roy
do Pollane,lea g de Prancs, Jehan et Charles, 1z roy Edounrl d* Angleterre ot aussj
comome toutes lag régions d"Ocident, en dermandant partous aide Et prineipalment
il fut a la pr&sence i benoit pape Urbain quint. .

3. Ibid., f. 17w, : .. Andant Desir, a grant Lraveil et perilz saps nombre
ct du corps et de Vame, oue foiz wriste, 1'autle foiz ¢n joye, une foiz conlorte, ot cent
faiz desconlarte, 1'une foix honoowurs ¢k pluszurs foiz dogabe .. *

4. Oa the whole episode of the war between the Church and the tymot of
Lombandy, vide Jorga, op. cit., pp. 206 - 223,

5. Jorga, op. git., p, 241,
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too that he journeyed north, though whether in company with his
royal master or not is doubtful. Probably it was also in this year that
Philippe made a wvisit 1o the Scapdinavian countries.

On his return to Venice at the end of 1364, he found disappoinl-
ment again, The rebellion in Crete had occupied the Yenetians, and
crigsaders -assembled in Venite had made the long delays an cacuse
te return to their homes. Further compliealions arcse from the
quarrc] hetween the Genocese and the Prince Regent of Cyprus, and
Philippe may have accampanied Picre Thomas 1o Genoa carly in 1365.

However, Lhe main putcome of the tremendous cffpris of tha Lhree
personalilics — Pierre I, pur author and Pierre Thomas — colminated
in the crusade against Alexandda in i365. The city was capturcd and
sacked tp the amazement of the Weslern world. Pierre de Lusignan in
the presence of his barons, knights and the Pope's legate, offered Philippe
one third of the revenues of the city for the foundation of the new Order
of Chivalry of the Passion.! But the singleness of purpose of the
King, of Pierre Thomas and of Philippe de Mézitres found no reflection
in their followers. The campaign ended in the withdrawal of the Chri-
sting host alter days of sepseless slaughter and pillage. Theswhele episode
mast have added to Philippe’s store of experience. It was clear to him
that the ¢rusaders who took part in the attacl on Alexandria were
molivated by preed rather than devotion to the cause; knights and
warriors of the new Order, therefore, were to take po heed of the booty
acruired from the enemy, because it would be distributed among them,
each according Lo his merit, by wise and honest members of a council
zecgrding to the holy Rule of the Qrder. ?

1. Cheoveletic do ta Passion, £ 1T r.z ¢ .. le vaillapt roy Pierrs de Liringnen
ledit venrdredi an vespe, & gfantrcpos £ o grant joye eslact oo son bootel oo
Alizandre, appelle la dovane, cn proseace du beapit legat dy pape de Romme et de
ses harons of chovalicry, plaipnement dosoa, pour l=2 commepesmept de la
Chevalerie mocttre sus, la ticrce partie de- touts 13 cite d'Alixandre, .’

1 ibid. £ 8% r. *.. oos chovalices ef combatans an pillage £t aus
dezpoulles des atemis comment qu'il solt arester oe pomont en  laissant
leurs banists sur paine de tres prcl coulpe, mais cheus qui par les preaidons
serant ordencs et mom awlres requellernat les derpoullss aprss la wickaire
sans regart et avarice, Et tout sera requelli a 1'wiilite do la chose publigues de
nogire Sainte Chevalerie,laquelle deypoulle et proie des ancmis en L'ost ot a
rcpos scra divisce ot departie, et aucune fois non, par certains eslens du conseil,
sages et prodommes €t 5203 avanice, 28 combatans du cruciflx, selone le metite de
chaseun, teozat la saipte regle .. °
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Pierte Thomas died at Famagousta on 16 Januery, 1366, apd
it was for Philippe that Thomas ealled on his deathbzd. His Life of his
friend and spiritual father, writicn in 1366, remains to this day the ehicf
record of the career of Picrre Thomas.

The complexity of Near Easlern polities is shown in  the menths
that followed. About the eud of Juns, Méziéres apain travelled to
Europe, carrying megsages to Christian prinees announcing bis master's
intention of launching another crusade and asking for afd. But to
Lhe Venetians, gccupied with projects for remswed trade in the Levant,
and Lo Pepe Urban ¥, beginning to consider the possibilities of a return
from Avignon te Rome, such letiers were an zeute embarrassment, and
their bearer unwelcome.

Philippe, however, way undismayzd by the Pope’s decline to
sponsor another crnszds.  He made his plans for a gecond four of the
cowrts. He also thought of gaining adherents for his Order of the
Passion. If it was difficull to find volunteers Lo join the service of his
King, at least the Order, if founded, would champion his master’s pro-
jects. Bo in 1367-8 he drew Lis first plan for the foundation of the
Order which, he was earefu! to point out long afterwards, had pot been
hastily thought of in some Loadon or Paris tavern.! Meanwhile
Pierre I de Lusignan carricd oot successful attacks on the coast of Syria,
and ipflicted serious damages on the Sullan of Egypt, Al-Ashraf
Sha’ban (1363-76).

Oan bis second four of the courts, Philippe visited Castils and
Aragon, and perhops Portugal, carrylng out hazardous journeys,?
which for extent and dzaper may be comparad wilh thase of the Apostle
Payl whom he was so found of queling. To this period also belong,
apart from his correspondence, twe works of importapes. Ons, now
lost, was a Lermientatio super Jherusalem de Neglipestio Christimorum,?

1. Chevaleric oo la Passion, £, 13 v.: ‘Et coepit dit o Ja doubtapee de
Diicu ct grant reverchics, emour ot sucune eplormacicn d=s vaillans chevalisrs dy
tempa presant, gqui ont devocion a L sainte Chevalenis dy bengit Filz do Dica f
pe sont pes du temps cy-desjus recite, afin qu'ilz slent clerc comgpeissance que
ladicte Chovalerie n'a pas estotrpuves de nouvel wo Songic en la taverne & Pars
oua Loodees.”

2. Jorga, op. cit., p. 346,

3. Philippe made refarence to this lost work in his Nova Retigio Pussionis,
£.20 r.2;¢.. quia memini me in Libcllo-Lamentacionis Jhermalem de negligeosia
Chastianonum  latise seripsisse, and jn La Chevaleric dc la Passion, £ 53 w.
‘.. cir il me souvient gQue en un petit volume intitwc la  lementation
de Jheruzalem de la negligencs des cresticns j'en ay cseript asser Jargemenl.”
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in which the Christian princes were reproached for Lheir indifference
o the fate of the Holy Land, and the second his Vitg 8. Petri Thamasii
tcferred to above.!

Finally afler further ncgoliations or attempted negotiations with
the Yenstiaps, the end of all hopes came with the 2ssnssination of
Pierre I de Lusigonan on January 17, 1369, and the murder o impri-
smment of his friends. This tragedy marked o torning  peint in
Philippe’s life. He ceased to be 2n actve crusader and Benocforwand
hz was to deal with the Christian world through his writings. He lived
in close seclusion for a while in ¥enice, and fov the next two or three
years almest disappezis from our view.

At the heginning of 1372 FPhilippe lelt Venice for Avignon, where
be pronounced a discourse on the otcasion of the election of Pope Gregory
X1, He remained in Avignon in ¢lose touch with the new Pope pro-
bably until early in 1373, when he was summon=d to the court of France.
As he rode to Paris he carried with him the knowledge derived from
nearly thirty years’ experience of men and cities. At the age of forty-siz
he was to trapsfer his affection and allegiance to the King of Franes.
Ho had abandoned nothing of his hopes and plans, but they were to
cenire now in the Hounse of Valois.

The first mention of Mézitres in Parns occurs in documenis of
May 1373 which speak of him a5 King’s Councillor, in which kzis granted
a pension of twelve hundered livies & year and the glt of two
houses edjoining the Palace of 5t. Paul. The act of donalion mentions
the services that Philippe had readefed 1o the King in ‘many 4od various
ways'.? Mo clus appears to exist as to what these services were, or
when 1hey were renderad, but it seems pormisible o deduce that May
1373 waa not the dme of the first meeling between Kipg and Coungciller.
It is clear Lhat Mézidres continued Lo serve Charies ¥ ({1364-1380), as in
October 1374 his pame appears in the List of those chosen by
King the to advise the Queen and the King's brothers in Lhe event of
a regency at the King's death3 He altended council msetings

L. This work waa privted by Henschen in deip Soeciorem, under 29 Jaguary.

2. Archives Wationales J¥ 105, Mo. 107, of. Jorgs, op. cit. 1. 421 o. &: ‘En
conzideration de bons b trta agnéables services que nosire hicn-aimé. . Philippe do
M=isifres. .nows a faiz. . en pluseurs et diversss manifres et faitencores chascunjour.’

3 Jorg, op. cityp. 423 00 4
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regularly, distributed the King's alms,' ard accompanied him to
Beauté-sur-Marne. In the autumn of the followmg year, he travelled
with the Duke of Anjou to Avignos, and probably carried gut Charles
¥’s orders in attzmpling a reconciliation between the young Pierre IT of
Cyprus and the Genoese.  Alier his return to Paris to report the Failurc
of his misslon, another of the numercous gzps in the record of his life
occurs, and on the evidence 5o far availaple, no statement can be ventured
a3 tp his movements tp theend of 1376.  Hewas back in Pansin January,
1377, and speat the following twelve months in the city. It was perhops
at this time that he was made tutar to the Dauphin, the future Charles
VI 1t

When Pope Gregory Xl died in 1373, the cardinzls metin Rome on
2 April and elected Urban ¥1as the now pope. In September of the same
year they declared the election invalid as having been made under duress
and procteded o elect Cardinal Robert of Gensva, whe took the name
of Clement VII and promptly returned to Avignon, Along with the
rest of the world, including the King of France and the Ugiversity of
Pars, Méritres accepted the election of Urban ¥I; but on the 16th
Movember of Lhat year Mézilres was almost certainly present at the
great assembly at which Charles ¥ gave his support and that of France
to Clemept ¥il, Philippe de Msziéres slated in. Lhe Songe on Fiefl
Felerin the reasons and the various arguments which hed influenced him
in this transfer of allegiance. 3

From 1ihe opening of the Schism tg the death of Charles ¥
in 1380, Philippe was not far from the King. He was almost certeinly
present at his deathbed. The Kipg’s dealh meent a change ia
Philippe's position as well as in tkat of many of his infueniial friends.
He kimsclf henceforward, as be tells us, # withdrew to the Celestins
Convent in Paris. His large literary outpet in the last twenty five
years of his life is a rcflectlon of the evenls, the hopes, the feats
and the failures of those years. He wrote, with almost ipcredible

1. Jargn, on. cit., p.o 423 0. 5,

2. Sooge du Vitil Pelerin, I, £ 2 v. I : ¢ . macchander a ung Fauleon
Feleria Biank zu becetpicz dorck,qn'il a norry et apprivoyse et duqeel il a czte
premier fayulconper”

3. abid, 13 v of. Jorpa, ep. cit., p. 437,

4. Mova Religio Passiopis, I, 4 v. 1: ¢ feci quemdam saltum, videlivet
de curia regum, de valleliliprum ad mettem celestigorum..’
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industry, on mattzrs domeslic and forcign end addressed himself direcly
to those two princes on whom at times Wbz hopes of so wany were
Axed—Charles ¥I of France and Richard IT of England.

But the main Ltheme to which Philippe de MéziZres consecrated
almast Lhe last four decades of his life 2ed around which mest of his
literary aclivity was cenlred, was the foundation of the new Order of
Chivalry of the Passion. Adready in 1384 Philippe added to his first
plan of 1267-8 the so-called setond redaction. Agmin, the establish-
ment of peace between Enpland and France twslve years Iater secmed
opportunz to Philippe to renew his appesl for the foundation of the
Order. Thus in 1396, a fow months before the battle of Nicopolis,
Philippe wrole what Is known as the thind redaction of his trcatise on
the Chivalry of the Passion.! News of the defeat of the Christian
army at Wicoplis reached Paris on Chrstmas cve the same  year 2.
The following year Mézidres wrote his last work L'Episile lamentable
el consplatoire,

Naothing is known of the last eight years of Philippe’s Lfe. He
died in his retreat at the Convent of the Celestines in May 1405. By
his last will of April 1405 he Ieft all his possessions to Lhat House,
and was buried inthe Chapel which he. had built there years belore,
The Church of St. Denis sill possesses the gilded copper plague which
was at ppe time fixed abo¥e his omb. It conltains the words, <O beati
patres Celcstini, divini sacerdotes Del allissimi, mementole, abscero,
mei, zelatoris vestri, Philippi, quondam cancellarii Cipri nominati’.?

1. The sources of Philippe's mew Order of the Passion are the subject of
Part T of thiz article to be publisbed Jater,

1. Atiyz (A.5.), “The Cre=ade of Nicopolis', London, 1934, p. 101,
3. Jomga, ep. cit,p. $12 n- 2,
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