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INTRODUCTION

This study is based on data pathered during two ficld trips
carrfed put in the Wesrern Desert of Egypt and the Syrian Descrt
during the summer of 1958 at the rcquest of the International Labour
Office.  Each trip took soms eight weeks, and it was requested that the
study should follow the lines of anthropological field research and use
the methods and techniques of social anthropology. The LL.O.
provided me with a long list of problems and questions Lo investigale,
but because of the short pertod spent in Lhe ficld it was practically
impossible ta cover all the points included in that list. Tt is hoped
however that the unanswered probl=ms as well as the wide gaps which
may be found in this preliminary survey will be dealt with in subsequent
and more lengthy trips.

Anthropotogical field studies are usually carried gut in mom
defined and  smealler communpities $so as to peach a more  intensive
investization. A full anthropological investigation takes usually
two years, and in any case one should not slay in the field less thap a
whaole year. Therelore, it was planned for these Initial trips to make
a general survey of the wholz area, and to carry out at the same time
some more igtensive Inawries in a few more defined communities.
The Mariut 2nd Matrouh regions in Egypt and the Gezira region
in Syra were selected for that inquiry. {t was more dillenlt
to carry out research of anpthropological pature in Syria because
of the wide gdispersal of the clans in the vast stretches of Lhe
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dzserl. It has been easier to contact the Egyptian clans, for Lhey usually,
and more particularly during the dry seaspn, cluster in the namow
cpastal zone and alenpg the railway line and scldom move very deep
m the desert. However, somhe twenty days were devated to the clans
of the Gezira region, most of which were spent at Hassaks and the
nearabouts.

In choosing these three communities for a mere detailed  investis
gation, it was laken inte censideration not only the availahility of clans
during that specific period of time during which the study was carrzd
out, but also the poszibilitics and the potentialities which thess centres
might ofer towards the folfilment and the execution of any intended
sedentanisation projects The three communilies are excellent examples
of what canbe doneif it is wanted to establish sedeptary communities
to replace the nomadic and semi-nomadic aggrepgales of the desert.

Apart from the shortness of the period spent in the field, some
other difficulties were faced. The scantity, somstimes the non-existence,
of means of frapsport imposed certain checks on my contacts, This
dificulty was overcome, however, to soms extent, in the Gezira region
due to the kind courtzsy of Col. Adeeb Qadi Ariha of the Clans
Dept. nt El-Hassaka, who kindly offcred vehicle and puide, Lhus enahling
me to contact the Shammar apd the Jeboor clans. The abssnes of
relisble statistics has nlso hécn a real ohstacle.  All olbcial figures
guoted here shauld be teken with much caution; they. are only very
apptoximative.

I. THE GEMNERAL SETTING

The Area

A. The Western Desert of Egypt can be  divided from the
geographical point of view into three main divisions with outstanding
different characterislies : () the coastal rone or the green sinpe
known as the Dera’s Bakari which consistz mainly of Lhe Fertile
and cultivated lands along the Mediterranean from the west of Alexandria
to the Egyplan - Libyan frontlers. Bourded on the north by the sea,
it stretches soms 20 to 5D kilometres to the south, reaching its widest
at eastern Mariut, but hzcoming natrower towards the west until it
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nearly disappears at Sallum pg the borders. Vegetation mrows thore
berause of the falling of rain and the exisiznes of a pumher of artesian
wells along the zone. (b) The middle regien which lics sguth of the
coastal zoue, is 2 high plateau with some depressions, Lhe most important
of which i3 the Qartara Depression. (c) The rest of the area, ie. the
mast sputhern region, is real arid desert. The cpastz] zope is the only
really inhabited part of the Western Desert, and boyond it there is
hardly any prospect for cultivalion,

The climate of the area presents a transitional stegz hetween
the Mediterranean ¢limate which prevails in the porth and the syb-
tropical dry ¢limate in the south. The summer is usually cloudlass
and very warm, tending fo grow hotter in the south, while the wet
season, uswally extending from November to March, i3 pencrally mild
especially to the north. Rain, in the form of heavy showers of short
duration. begins to fall early in November, but January iz gemerally
considered ths wettest month of the year. The arca which really
crjoys the rainfall does not extend in fzel to mors than 50 kilometres
to the sputh and in most yzace rain does not reach the intand except very
occasigrally. Rain also has & very erratic nature; it varies widely and
sharply from year to year and from one placs to apother; it may coms
Aquite suddenly taking the form of torvents which swecps everything
away as it very oftcn happens in the Sallum area.

B. The Syrize Desert covers some two-thirds of the whole
area of the country, but most of it cap be classified as  semi-desert
which i3 actually exposed to rain during the wet Scason. Only the
further parts to Lhe east of the inland, known as the Hamad, are really
arid and uacultivatable due to the scareity of rain and subsurface waler.
The Hamad covers about 20 per cent. of the total arca inhabited by
the nomadie and $emi-nomadic clans of Syfa. The amount of rainfail
15 also variable. It reaches some 250 mms. in the semi-~desert arcas
which separate the northeorn plaips from the south, but it never surpasses
the 100 mms. level in the Hemad area. Raigfall may declipe sharply
in bad years thus causing droughts and deaths of animals, as it happened
in 1951 and 1958. Most of the rain falls i autumn and winter; spring
and summer are generally hot and dry. A considerable amount of water
is lost by.the summer heat, and some authorities state that abgut ome-
foruth of the total amount of rain is lost by evaporation, but this loss
can easily be compensiled for by lapping suhterransan water and
by betier utilisation of the water of strzams apd rivers.
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Number and Type

A. The Bedouins of the Weatern Desert numbered 68,161 in
1947, Only 23,444, i.c. less than half of the total papulation, are livestock
herdsmen (mainly shepherds). The rest have different jobs such as agri-
culture, fshing, stone-cufting and trading with the Delta. It cannot
be said, however, that nemadism or livestock raising 19 the exclusive
monopoly of a certain specific seetor of the population, for almost all
the inhabitants own sheep, whereas those whom we call herdsmen
do practisz agricultore at a certain time of the vear. In fact 2f sactors
of the population display much interest in livestock or rather in sheep,
which arc rvgarded as the mest important and most highly esteemed
item of wealth, Pastoral values are still ranking very high in spite of
the recent cbvious drift to other professions.  But it should be ooted
that pure nomadism is not practised cxcept by very small bands of
camel-herdsimen who usually live in the southern parts of the desert.
The majority of the herdsmen are shepherds whose movements are
much more limited, in terms of space, thap those of the real nomads.

They alse have their permanent scttlements to which they retire, when
the prazing scason is over, to cultivate their ficlds,

B. The nomadic population of Syria are estimated to be
about 150,000, There are also some 200,000 pegple who are classifisd
by the Trbal Law of 1951 a3 either Ffull sedentary or hall-nomadic.
The Lend Reform Law of 1958 which was enacted to regulate land
holding to the Region ! “‘gbolished’ the “siate of pomadism™, so a3 to
encourage the Bedouin clans to settle down in specific localitics and to
practise agricuMture. But from a more realistic point of view, the Syrian
Bedouins can be divided into three main divisions ; {a) The full nomads
or ke camel-herdsmen, generally called *the people of the camcl™ or
“the poople of the camel-hair’™. They usvally roam deep in the heart
of the desert and their trips may camry them across the borders to the
neighhouring countiss. The Rowalla is the best example of the
nomadic clans in the Syoan Reglon. (b) The halfrnomads eor the
stmi-nomads, usually called Ahl-el-Ghanam te. “people of the sheep™.
They practse some agriculture as well, and thercfore they lead a semi-
settled life, Thzir movements are only scasonal and do not carmry
thern ta very far places except in exceplonally had yecars. (c] The
full sedentary clans, ususlly referred to as felafeshi or pzasants, who
have settled down in permanent dwellings and have given up almast
entirely to agriculture. They may own animals espzcially sheep, but
they trust them to prafessional shepherds.

{1} Syria was then part of the United Arab Republic.
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Diztribution and Orizin

A. Most of the iphabiltagls of the Western Deserl belong Lo the
Awlad Ali clans who came originally from Libva . A few less impo-
rlant and less numerous clins, the Morabiteen clans, alsg live thers
as clienls to the stronger and more powerful Awlad Ali. All the Awlad
Al descended from a certain "Akkar ben Sa’ada or *Akkar e)-Sherif,
who tived at Jebel el-Akhdar in Cyrenaica ig the fifth century. They
themsclves dislinguish betwsen two major segments : “The whiles’’ and
“The Beds™. Each segment is segmented in turn inta smaller sub-clans
and Hoeages with distinct sutonomous personalities. Clan segmentation
takes place as a resylt of the increasing numhber of the memhbers of the
kip-group to such an extent that the sociul relations become so confu-
sed that it is thought wiser to  bifurcate into indcpendent s=gments,
or as a tesult of inner disputes and coaflicts. There i3 a good deal of
amhiguity and complication with regard to the question of segmentation.
It i3 oot wvery clear, for cxample, whether 2 certzin kin-group
makes a clan or a sub<clan or a mere Hneage. It is also very difficult
lo know exactiy the segments of a specific clap, or which segments
belong to which clan. The most impaoctant af the larger kin groups,
to all of which the word *clan”” will be invaciably used, are shown in the
following list. This Lst has heen collected after such faborious cfToris
and imvestizatton, bot I shall net be surposed if soms inaccuraciss ocour
In 1L

THEREDS THE WHITES SEMEINA GEMI'AT
*Eshrcibat Sanagra Qateefz Qwassem
Kemeilat Afrad Sammallos Shatloor
Mawalck TAgarma Farawa TAwassa
Quanadhat Awhd Kharoof  Mahafecz Mawaba
Qarcedat Garara Awlad Soleiman
MenalTa *AEina Farawra
*Azayem Shawalba Bakakra
Mawamna ete. Mawassa
Manawra efc.
El-Hahoon
Geheihat
Sarahpa
Ze’airat
'Awamma
el
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It bas been said that the Mombiteen clans ere mere  clisnts to
the powerlul and warlike Awlad Ak, bat it is generally thought that
they lived in the WesternDesert o long time before the Awlad Al
came from the west. It may be that they themselves came from Libyan
origin although one theory slates that they are Lhe descendants of the
otiginal Berber inhabitants of the desert. In zoy case they like to
attaeh themselves to the Awlad Ali pot as clicnts but vather as a brangh
of s=zment, thus alleging that they have also desceeded from "Akkar.
The most important clans of the Morabiteen are Fawakher, Qot'aan
Shawa'er, Sheheibat, Tarzkd, *Alawna, Awlad Nejm: apd Sawame's.

Clans and lincages in the Westcrn Deserl are not loczlised. For
in spite of the natural lendency of kinsmen to cluster together and to
live pear each cther, the members of the same clap-segment may bha
widely disperszd, while the iphabitants of any locality usually belong
to different clans.

B. The distincripn between nomadic and stmi-nomadic clans
and their distribution in Syriz 15 even mere difficylt than it is in
Eygpt. The intereference of the successive governments in reclassifying
the clans by Issuing laws sccording to which claps were arbitrarily
considered semi-nomadic or even sedentary adds o this diffieuliy.
The following table shows, however, the pumber apd disiribution
of the uomadic ¢lans in Syda according to the estimates of the Cian
Department in 1951

REGION CLAN MNUMBER
Rowalla 15.000
Ashag'z-a 2.000
Sawalma 1.000

Damascus *Ahdallah 00
Wweld ali 2.500
Bedcar 600
Ghaitk 1.500
Na ger Nepd 450
Masa'ezd 3.000
Sharalat 1.400
*Admat 1.500

Seuda-z Shapabelah 1.700
Sardeya 1.000
El-Hassa 3.500
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REGION CLAN NUMEER

El Fhsena 4200
Sab’e Beteipat 6. 180
Sab’e Belxinat Abdon 5.000
Bani ¥haled 7980
'Emonr &.000
Saleet EQO
Hadeedizcen 35.000
Aleppo Bowu-Khamees 6.500
Lohhaibh 2.500
Wahb 5.000
shammar El-Khrossa 15.000
Shammar El-for 10.000
141.000

This means that the nomadic population in 1951 were 141.000. (Compare
this with the figure given on page 4. Both figures were provided by
the sarme Department).

The ezmi-pomadic clans are estimpated 2t about 200.000 people.
They lend to cluster round the water-points especially in' the Hastaka
and the Gezira regions where 2re found some impertant rivers such
a5 the Euphrates, the Gugh-Gogh, the Beleckh, and the Khahoor. In
any case, there iz a general tendeney among the clxns to lead o seiled
life where water is found in zbundance to enzble them to cultivate the
land, which meana that the water situalion is the main faclor in determi-
ning sedenlary or nomadic life.  Thus (k2 sbundares of rain and river
waler ¢in be rozardsd as the main facor which had lad o the ssdenta-
rigavign of the Tai 2nd the *Egeidat clansg of Dair-el-Zor, apd the Fed aan
clans of the Radd area. YWhatever might be the case, it should be said
that any distinclion between nomadic and semi-nomadic or even sedentary
clans in Syria is an artificial and arbitrary one; for all the claps do
practice both ways of life, but with mare bias towards the one or Lhe
other. The same clans whick are considered from the official peint
of wiew as “sedentary’’ are compelled to nemadism in bad years.

Water Supply

A. The probicm of watcr is, & has already been said, a crucal
on¢ in the Western Desert of Egypt, becanse of the meagrencss of the
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subterrapean spurces, the high pereentzpe of dissolved salts in the under-
ground water, and the shortness of the wet s¢ason. HBecause of the
scantity of the subterranean water, rain is by far the mzin and the most
imporiant source of water. Dut it is an unreliable source because of
the varahility of the rainfa)l and the large amounts of rain-water
which is last by evaporation and secpage in the sand. The situation
is further aggravated by tbe low cultural and lechpical standards of
the peaple who fail to make the best usc of the available resourcss.
Thiz unreliability and the erraiic nature of rain have drastic effecls on
the economic and social life of the people as it will be scen in due
course.

To compensate the loss in rain water, artesian wells have to be
drilled so as to wap the subterranean watcr. A large pumber of wells
have already been sunk in the past 50 years especially along the
coast, and rpore particularly in ihe Ag-producing arca in the easlerp
part of the desert, between El-Dab’aa and El-Hzmmam. Wells tend to
concentrate in general within a few miles of the coast and are more
numérpus in the east than in tbe west. The wells pear the coast ane
usually more shallow (less than 30ft. deep) than thoss to the soutb (aver
100ft. deep). In most cases water is extracted by means of rope and
bucket, but sometimes wells are provided with wind pumps as it is the
case in El-’Amriys, Burg-el-Arab and Ras-el-Hikma, Unfortunately,
not all the functioning wells yicld potable water or ¢ven water suitzhle
for frrigation. The waler of a large number of the arfesian wells is saline
and can only be used for domestic purposes. Cerlain experiments
are now Eking place at Ras-¢l-Hikma and Fuka to know whether this
saline waler can be used in the irrigation of pasture-lands.

Lastly, a water pipeline was constructed duting the Second
World War to carry fresh water, mainly for drinking, from the Nile
(the Nubaria Capal) to as far as Mersa Matrouh and then by train to
Sallum on the borders.

B. Asimilar situation pecurs inthe Sydan Deserl, althoupgh cerlain
places in the semi-desert arez are more lucky rhan any thing in the
Egzyptlan Desert with regards to rain. This semi-desert area which hes
to the north of the immaginary line extending between Dramascus and
Abou-Kamal is a “mgion of wells'". Most of the wells there do not
zo deeper than 15-20 metres, but a few of them may reach some 60-T0)
metres in depth.  Here also, not all the funcloning wells yield potable
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water,  The wells in the north of the area vield in geperal much mere
water than the southern wells, but the total putput i3 m=agrec on the
wholz, The Hamad, on the other hand, is known as “the region of the
Khabbary™ Le. the not very desp boles which bocome filled with rain
water during the wet season.  Unlike the wells, the Khabbary are natural
Iesgrvolrs; L.e. they are got dug by man.

Rain, however, plays a major rolz in the life of the Syran claps.
Where rain is more abupdant, the people tend to be more seitied and
mere pro perous, while the low rainfall imposes drastic limilations to
human activities.

Thercfore, any development projects and sedentarisation sche-
mes planned for either desen should give much consideratiaa to the
question of water and irs availability. In fact, most of the conlemplated
projecia, to which we shall rofer later, epvisage the possibility of better
exploitation of the actual water supplies as well as lappipg all the
potential resourscs.

II. CONDITIONS OF LIFE
Habitation

A. Bedouin dwellingy in the Western Desert of Egypt fall
in two types . premanent dwellings and mobile dwellings. In the
permanent dwellings further distinction eould be made between the
stone  bouses which are usyally built of limestone, and the shacks
which are usually made of war debris. The walls of ihe stone houses
are usually covered with plaster and sometimes are whitewashed; the
roofs are flat in most cates, apd because of the scareity and high cost
of wood, the window shutters and doors are generally very small. In
fact, many houses have no window shutters apd somtimes no doors at
all. Windows and doors do not open to the north on account of the
sirong pofiherly winda. Most of the houses are of two of three rooms
only which are used for sleeping and racciving guests; domestic functions,
cooking, beking and grinding corn are carried out ig the courtyard
which is us:d at the same time to shelter the animals at night. Shacks
on the other hand are built in a very rudimentary way, and living
lm them can he regarded as the first step towards living in meore
permanent dwelliogs for they are usually replaced in Llime by stone
houses.  Shacks do not have windows 2nd their sloping roofs are uscally
covered with earlh so as to prevent rain water from penetrating. More-
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over, a number of stationary lents bhave been erected ntar the railway
slalions and are occupicd By the former semi-nemads who are working
in paid jobs and who have not yet had the chance of building a shack
of & stone house.

The lent is the only mobile dwelling in the dezsd. Most reats
arc of relatively small size and are made of rugs or sack (summer
tents} or of goat hair (winter teats). Tents are gencrally erected accor-
ding to the direction of the wind; the sida facing the wind is always
clased but they open the opposite stde.

Permancnt dwellings concentrate mainfly pear railway siabions
and along the northern cultivated siripe. The rest of the area iz ogeupic
by mobils tents. The two main centres of concentration of permanent
dwellings are the ’Amnya area and th: Matrouh area, the first
being the principal fig-producing zone in the dasert; the sccond being
the sear of the local government of the Westarn Desert as well 8% an
importznt trade centre. The pumber of permanent dwellings drop
sharply in zll pther points. Tent clusters, on the other hand, do not
follow any definite plan and are only temporary and are influenced by
the seascpal chapges. They tend to cluster near the railway villages
during the dry szason and some of these clusters may contain up to 200
lepts or more. By the zdvance of the wet seaspn these clusters rend
to break up and disperse widcly over the grazing groupds to the south
of the coastal zone. One docs not wnally see  more than 8-10 tents
in any one place.

It could be said, however, Lhat where better lands and  better
condilions for scttling dawn are available the number of tenis become
smaller 23 is the case at "Amnya and Mersa Matrquh where the people
can easily find more permanent apd more rellable sgurces of income.
According to Weheha, there are three factors that seem to have largely
given rise to these distriboUonal featyres. “First, dislapce from Lhe
civilising infllusnces propagited mainly by modern means of commu-
nications; seconly, and this is a corrollary of the first, how far the
inhabitants of & particular district or locality have taken to sedentary
occupations; thirdly, the attracton of railway service villages znd
hamlzts to rent dwellers. Where people live in cloger conlact with the
Mile Valley and live more by sedenlary occupzlions, as in the fig-
producing coastal 2one and ElAmyTin, the mohile dwelling gives way
to the static. Where people live far away either from the Delta (in the
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El Dabaa district for ipslance) or the modern reans of communication
(a3 is the casz in the southern tracts} the tent is predominant. And
finaliy, where semi-nomads seek the scrvice apd amenilics of railway
villages and hamlers, tents cluster near by during tha dry scasen varying
from 30-200 tepts'” (Wahicba; Eastern Marint; pp, 118-119), Generally
speaking, where the pumber of permanent stons housss zad shacks
decreases the nugnber of lents increases and vice versa.

B. The same pattern of housing prevails, more or less in Syria
but with more zpparent indlination Lo living in tents. The only excoplica
i3 the Gerira areca where the Bedouins have become morte sedcntary
and tend to live in permanent dwellings. The semi-nomadic clans
cluster in larps numbers constituting what they call Hilla, or Hwo-g,
of Naf'e, or Dawwar, all of which words mean village or hamlet. Thess
mobile hamlets may contlin more than 100 tonts at 2 time, hut it is
oot necessary for tie whols clan Lo live in the same homiet. Bost
of the lents arc made of goat hair apd are used all the year round in
spite of the facl that they becoms very hot in summer. The more
wealthy people usually make their summer lents of specizl cotlon cloth,
while winter {ents may be made of camel hair or of pure sheep wool.

All the membhers of one family, whather it i5 an elsmeatary or
& polygynous family, usually live in one and ‘the same Leat. It is only
the chicf who may havs more than one lent for his  wives, children,
scrvants and clisnts.  Also the size of ths lent and the number of the
supporbing posts correspond with the status of its ooccupapts. A large
tent may be lifted up on as many as seven poles and it may cover some
60-100 sq. metres On the other hand, the smallest tent i3 that lifted
up on only one pole erected in s middle.  Thess very smzll tznts are
nsually occupisd cither by widows or by very old lonsly peopls or
sametimes by clients and other persons who take refuge in that clan
from their ensmizs. The only exception to this is  the Rowalla clans
which prefer to erect their (2nts, in most cases, on a single pole resardless
of wealth or rank or stutus. However, any change in the gumber of
poles of a tent {3 genorally taken as an indicater of a corresponding
chanpe in the wealth of its occupauts. The size of the tent, on ihe
other hand, corresponds with the tendency lo sedentary Iife. The
tents of the semi-nomads who inhabit Lhe Buphrales arca, for example,
are much larpar than the tents of the pomadic clans who live in the
Dadiya. The clans of the Euphratcs do net need, in any case, to ruove
5o frequently or so widely a3 do the more nomadic gloups.
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The interior of the beit or the tent i3 divided into two sections
by a curtain so a3 to seclude the wamenfolk of the tent who are always
given the innet scolion called mahram to live in and to retre to it when
there are men gucsis, in the more settled proups, this curtain may be
made of hard reeds which must, in any case, be. higher than the ordi-
nary mau 50 &85 to prevent intruders from looking at the Aareem or the
femals members of the household. This reed cortain is called the
serd, and it may be covered, among Lhe more wealthy people, by docorated
woollen cloth. Some nomads compile their lugzage and grain-sacks
in Lthe middle of Lhe tent Lo play the role of the curtain or the zerb.

Food :

A. The fogd of 1the grdinary Bedouin is gencrally very simple,
consisting in most cacs of nothing more than a piece of very hard bread
dipped in tea or milk or butter or ¢il. Confrary to the common idea
about the inhahitants of the deserls, the Bedouins of the Western Desert,
or rather the more mohile or nomadic section of the population, do not
regard dates as a poncipal item in their diet, It is not easy for the
nomads to take wilh them aff their feeds of dates throughout Lheir
long journcys and their frequent movements. Mottover, date-palms
are not grown in large numbers in the Western Desert except ip Siwa
Oasls. Largs quantilies of the Siwi dates are actually consumed by the
more settled population along the coast. Meat also does not play a
leading item in their food. Tt is not consurmed in considerehle quantities
except perhaps on the oceasion of feasts and religious cermonies. In
ordinary lile, 2n animal is s¢ldom killed; for animals and sheep are not
kept for the sake of their meat; they are rather reared for their economic
as well as their social values. Vegetables and fruits are consumed in
very emall quanlitics by the more sedenlary groups, but they are almost
entirely absent from the food of the nomadic population. Rice Is
regarded asa delicacy, especially if sauceis added to it. The mest impo-
rtant item in the Bedouia diet is cercals, mainly harley and little maize
and wheat. Barley is grown on 2 large scale and represents en impo-
rlant and permanent feature in all their meals. Besides making their
bread of barley, & certain delicious parridge which is eaten when
slll wery hot is made of it. The inhabitants af the Malrouh arez eat
roasted barley after adding salt to it. ¥Yery litle fish is consumed hy
the groups which live near the sea coast, but the Bedouins in general
do not regard fish es an ¢ssential element in their food.
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B. The Sydan Bedouins live on equally simple food because
of their relative poverty and the difficylty of transporting buge amounts
of food with them on their long trips. But on the whole, they consume
larper quanlities of meat in  their every-day life than do the Egyptian
Bedouins. Thisis dus, perhaps, te the fact that they bave more extensive
and richer graring grounds: and consequently lareer Qocks. Al
dates play a more imporant role io thcir diet cspecially in winter
when they eat them boiled in milk. Tke nomadic clans which live
in the eastern parts of Syria, such as Shammar and the Jebboor ¢lans,
bripng ¢onsiderable ammounw of dales from Irag when they cross the
borders in bad years for pasture. Again, they have more incligation
tp wheat agd maize than to barley. Wheat, more particularly, plays
in their diet the same role played by batley in the dict of the Egyptian
Bedouins.

Milk plays a major role in the diet of both the Egyptian and the
Syrian Bedapins. It occypies a main prncipa]l place in their food
cpecially in spring when the animals are replenished and milk becomes
more abundant. In fact, it represents the mein item in their diet for
some five months i.e. duting the wet senson trps. Téa and colee ars
alse consumed in considerable quantities in both deserts. The Egyptian
Bzdouing are more keem on tex. They themselves allege that a man
may spend on lea mare than be doss on all other items of food put
together. The wa whick they drink is a very strong and sticky lLiquid
which they get by boiling together a large amount of tea and sogar fora
tong tme. Tea is usually drunk in small glasses and is served at all bours
of the day. The Syrians are much more keen on coflee and they spend
quite a Iot of money and time on it. A cup of strong coffes and a
picce of bard bread make ap ideal breakfast for most of them. The
pots and utensils necessary for making coffec are the most conspicuous
piece of furniture in the tent. Special care and consideration are given
to the selection of coflec beans, their roasting and grinding just hefore
making collce. Coffee s 2lso served in small cups, and only a Little
of it is ollcred at a time, but onc is expecled Lo drink ot least three cups
of it. Some clans would consider it ap jnsult if the guest refyses to
drink the coffec ofered to hirmn. Even strangers wbo are not accustomed
to strong coffee are eapscted to drink ence to show good will. Drygs
and spints are pot known among the nomads and semi-nom:ds in bath
deserts, but the more wealthy of the sedentary population may drink
date wine. Imporied Euwropean spinls are confumed in eporfmous
quantities by the wealthy tribal chiefs, especially in Syria .
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Education

It is difficult to speak aboat the existence of any regular education
among the npomadic groups in both Egypt and Syria. The nature and
condilions of their life, their frequent movements and non-attachment
to any specific locality prevent from establishing any effective and
systemalic education or a solid system of schooling among them. Al
that a boy can get under the prevailing unfavourahle condilions is the
knowledee of some passages of the Koran; and apart from afew persons,
the whole nomadic population in both deserts can he regarded
as completely illiterate. Yet education is spreading widely, on the
gther hand, amona the mere sedcntarised groups and clans  especi-
glly in Egypt. Serions and conlnuous ¢Horls are alspo made in Syria to
introduce primary education and to esiablish primary schools ia certain
deserl points which are frequented by the pomads, on the assumplion
that education is the hest, though perhaps not the shortest. way for
breaking down the tribal organisation and erasing the nomadic mede
of livelihood.

A. In the Western Deserd of Epypt, primary schools are found
in &1l the larger villages along the milway line. There are 11 primary
schools in the whole area, attended by 2.383 pupils of hoth sexes. {1)
Educzlion at that satage 13 compulsery for children between 6 and
14 years of aze. There is one inlermediary school (169 pupils) and
one secondary school (59 pupfls) at Mersa Matrouh. There is also
an agricultural schogol at *Amriya. The average age of the pupils
in all stages is higher than that of their males at the respeclive
schools in the Delta. The age of 18 or 19 for example, is very common
among the first-year stedents at the secondary schoel, while the average
agz of studenls at that stage in the schools of Alexandnz and other
parts of the Deltz iz 15 years. The subjects taught at these schools
are exactly the same as those taught In tke schools of the Della,

The agricultural schopl was eslablished at fivst in 1944 at Mersa
Malrouh #o encourage hoys, efter fipithing thoir primary education,
to get agricultural training and paractical instruction in eraflsmanship
as well, But from the very beginning, it was clear that the school would
not meet muoch success. Only 66 papils attended thz first year, and
thege came, strangely engugh from Alexandria and its vicinity. The
inhabilants of the ares did not show any inlerest in that sort of

1. Thesc fgures were obtained in the summer of 1958,
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education and they preferred for their children lo follow the pure
theorelical educalion provided by the omdinary public schools,
which might lead in the end to getling 3 post in one of thie governmental
departments. Therefore, the schocl was mowed to 'Amnya in
the summer of 1957 so as to be located in & better zgricultural
argd with encouraging agricultural prospects, as well 23 to be
nearer t0 Alexandria from which a considerable nember of the
students are still recruited, It i3 alse said that the school did pot
meet the due success at Mersa Matrouh for the leck of & fixed policy
with regards to the future of its studenis and heczyse its curricula were
not adapted to the particular nature of the area. Indeed, the other
types of education sulfer from the same defect.

B. The Clans® Deparyment in Syria has tricd hard to iniro-
ducs modem educalion among the nomadic ¢lans, but  finapcial diff-
cullies have put severe limitations to these efforts, The original plan
wad {0 éslablish primary schools at the more important centres in which
the pomadic groups usually cluster for the longer period of the year
and to recruit pupils from tbese clans. Educalion, food and residencs
were plapned tobe offered hy the Clans’ Department itself so as to engo-
urage attendance. Breause of the finageial dificultics, only five schools
wefe established in five different centres : the school of Domair for the
Rowalla clans; the school of Ma,arra {(zear Aleppo) for the Hadeadieen
and the Mawali clans ; the school of Tudmor {Palmyr} far the Begi-
Khaled, the Sbe’aa and the *Emoor claps; the School of E.aqqa for the
Fed'aapapd the "Afadla clans; and the school 6f Hassaka For the Sham-
mar, the Jeboor and some other less important ¢lans which live in the
Geziraregion. The hoys are expected Lo spend five years at schoo!, dudng
which timne they read the same subjects laught in the ordipary primary
school hut with more eare given to the local environment and physical
conditions. Agricultural subjects were infroduced as well in recent
years. After finishing their primary. eduealion the ypung boys are scnt
to intermediary then to secondary schools in the large towns and mors
particularly to Damascus. Pupils are recruited from thier respeciive
clans by force, in the sepse that the ¢laas living ineach of these five centres
are obliged to provide the Cluns® Department with a certain number
of boys at the beginning of each acadcmic year. The “Clans’ Schools®,
a8 they are called, are five-class schools; and each class has 30 hoys. Thus,
cach school has only 150 pupils at any specific time, and the oumber
of pupils recruited every year does not exceed 30 hoys in each centre.
The Clans’ Department, however, finds many difficulties in recruiling
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such a small number for the schools, 2od much resistance is displayed
by some nomadic <claps, maore particularly by the Rowalla clans.

These limileligns and difficulties have rendercd the scheecls and
Lhe type of educaton offercd to the boys ineffective in the life of the
pomadic ¢lans, and it-has been replised that it is impossible ynder the
current conditions to echieve the. main aim of this syslem of scho-
oling, i. & the breaking down of the tradifional tribal organisation.
Nevertheless, the period spent in the sscondary school away from
home is thought to be long ¢nough to influence the students and to
chapge much of their precious habits, values, patterns of behaviour
apd modes of thought. But in spite of this, it cannot be szid that
educalion has succecded in erasiog tobal Feclings and ssolmenls or
in ahohshing tribal hostilitizs.

Hygiene

The hygienic situation 15 reparded with much dismay hy the
few physicizns who are stationcd at the local hospitals and clinies in
hoth deserts. This is due mainly te the lack of adequate systems of
hospitalisation and the lack of faith in medicine on the part of the
people, rether than two the actual spread of disease. In fzet, there
are ne locliscd dissases in the strict sense of the word, and the
wide dispersal of the nomadic groups prevent indeed from the spread
of epidemics. Qutbreaks of typhotd or typhus may occur in a certain
year, but these usually take the form of sporadic cases which could be
dealt with suceessfully were the general conditions of the hogpitals
favourable and adequate means and medicines available. Hospitals
are found only in the larger villages and towns in both the Egyplian
and Syrian deserts, but on the whole they are understafied and poorly
equipped. ¥ery litle effort, il any, is made by the lpcal medical and
hygienic autharities to provide the peaple with hygicnie culture er to
change lheir concepls of cleapliness and dirt or to teach them new
hygienic hahils with regards to better housing, betler veptilation and
the destruclion of noxicus Inseels and vermin, or to  cncourage the
people to bore hales for latrnes, etc. The people themselves do
not show any real inlerest in acquiring new hygienic hakdis. They
accept illness with complete submission; for illneses 15 God-seqt and
no hyplenic measure czn cope withit. Infeclious diseases are regareded
253 communal punishment for sin. Less dangerous diseases and troubles
are generally attribuled to witheralt and to the evileye. Tt is alse thooght
that dizease can occur 23 a result of the misdeeds of others; thus, sons
may sullcr because their parenis have failed o ohserve a certain
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important regulation of religion of because they have commitied a sin
or a ciime. With such beliefs in the background, it is very difficult to
introduce efeclive hygienic measyres.

The sitwation is further aggravated by the facl that the few
hospilels and hygienic centres eslablished at widely dispersed localites
and villages in both deserts da not have sufficient number of beds for
the patisnts. The necessary and esscntial medicines are afso lacking.
Aspirins and D.D.T. are the iterms found in abundance in most of
thz hygienic cenires. Moreover, the hygienic workers, the physicians
and the staff of these centres are generally overworked. The hospilal
at El-Dab’aa in the Western Desert, for example, has only one physician
who acts as hygienic officer at the same tme. He has to look efter
the hygienic situation, to treat discases, to look aficr crilical cases of
childsbirth, ete., in a very wide area which stretches to more than
100 kilometres along the comst. He has no ready means of transpott
to use in his visits and inspection. Thus, he has eilker to hire a taxi
when he can find one, or to use the police car in cases of emrepency.
All this puts severe checks ou the medica! services and render them
un¢fective: The result is that Lhe physician actually contends himsell
to first-atd and sands the more complicated and faral cases tF Alexan-
dria, some 160 kilomeires away from El-Dab’az. With the exceplion
of the hospiral at Mersa Matrouh, all the hospitals of ths Westerg
Desert suffer from the same shortase and defecls. The same copld
be said about the hypienic sitiation and the hospitals among the nom-
adic and semi-nomadic groups in Syria. Hospitals in the Syrian Descrt
are not better equipped or better stafed than those in Lhe Western
Desert of Egypt and so, they cannot offer adequate medical service to
lhe people. For example, the Raqqa region, with its arca of about
400.000 8q. kms. and 2 population of about 126.000 {of whom 35,000 are
nomads), has only one hospital or rather a public clinic with one
physician and one male-nurse.  Severe cuscs are trapsformed o hospitals
at Alsppo, about 200 kiloimetres from Ragga town. There is no one

single pharmacy in the whole region and all medicine has thus to be
brought from Aleppo.

The main digcases in both the Weslern Desert and the Syrian
Desert can be classified into two calegories :

&) Diszases which are caussd by the lack of well balanced nutrition
and adequate dict and hy the sbsence of suitable hygicnic hahits
with regards to food, drink and habitation. The most importent
of these diseases are tyberculosis, gastric troubles, stomach ail-
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ments and hemorroids. In the absence of reliable slatislics, local
physiclans estimate that about 49 per cent. of the adult papulation
in the Western Descrl and about 25 per cent. of the total population
in the Syrian Desert have T.B. More than 70 per cent. of the adult
populalion in both deserts huve got piles as a result of the lack
of vegetables and fruils in their diet. Gastric diseases ame very
commen, but they are more prevalent and more fatal among
children.

b)  Diseases which are caused by the lack of cleapnliness such as skin
illness, ophthalmia, diarrhoea, ete. Measles could alas beincluded
in this group. It is widespread among both childern, and grown-
ups. Yepercal diseases are also very commen, Local suthe-
rities say that they are more common than T.B. apd it is estim-
ated, for cxample, that more than S0 per ceat of the adult male
population in the Sydan Desert have syphilis, Promiscuons seiual
inlercourse amonyg the Bedouins must be regarded as responsible
for the widespread of venercal diseases. Since women afe not
allowed to be sxamined by male physicians, it is impozsible to
know exactly how far vepereal diseases and other illnesses are
prevalent amoeng the Bedouins.

In gentral, the Bedouins of both deserts do ot go to the doctor
unless somelhing is very wrong. They have much more failh in their folk
medicines apd hame remedies sech as cupping, massage, dicatrizalion,
using a large wvarity of herbs, eic.  Modern hospitals, madical practices
and medical doctors are regarded with much suwspicien, especially by
the pomads who may overlook them completely. Perhaps Lhe wide
dispersal of the nomadic groups and the difficulty to convey medical
services to them in their remote and mohile deelliugs are responsible
for this suspicipn. But even the more sedenlary groups who livein villages
and towns where hospitals are fourd bave not yet abandoned their tradi-
tional remedics. They rather try to get the best of both kinds of medicine.
Te give a few examples : A scorplon stings a man. The doctar, iff
avaiblable, is immediately called to give the patient the amti-scorpion
serum and any other medicines thal may be usefol. The instructons of
the doctor are followed strictly and lilerally, but at the sametimeand as
soon as Lhe doctor disappears, the wound is burnt by fire and a plece of dry
ass-dung is put onit to “suck out’” the poison. Wounds are carefully clea-
ned and treated with medicines and dressed in the hospital by the doctor in
the moraing, but later in the day the bandages are Loken off 2nd a roasted
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onfon with some salt, or & piece of cob-web and some olive ofl are put
on the wound. Next day the patient goes in the morning to the hospilal
tp gt his wound cleaned and  dressed again. Cases of ophthalmia
arg also put vader the careful supervison of the doctor who gives
cyc-drops and medicine which the patient never fails to use according
to preseriptica, but at the same lims, the sick eyc is trented with the
warm hlood of 2 newly killed rabhit or by applying 4 piece of aw and
fresh meat Lo it

. OCCUPATIONS
Stoek Raising

A. The reatng of animals in the Western Desert is subject o
the unrelighility of raip and its erralic pature. For tha growth of
pasture plants is affected not only by the infertility of the soil but alsa,
znd io a larger extent, by the amount of sazin falling in any specific
year. Low rainfall entails acute shorage in  pasture and berbage, and
leads tp the death of animezls of both starvalion and thirst. Siatisites
ipdicate that two of every fve years have rain failure

Grazing lands extend gemerally to the south of the cullivated
northern stripe; {e. in the middle zone where Lhe infertifity of the soil
and the meagreness of the rainfall putlimitation an cultivation. Herbage
may grow also in the fallow patches within the barley Iand. The
southern bogundary of the: grazing grounds depends mainly on the
the extent of rainfall inland. Pasture plants comprise a8 wide variety
of bushes, scrub and many other species of grasses most of which
have a very short 1ife cycle, but & few of lbem arc anpuals, In
any ¢ase, most of these planls persist between December and May,
thep the land turns duacing the summer into and bhard deserl with
only a few dispersed patches of dry grass. The grazing season per
excellence extends therefore hetween November and April, during
which period barley stands on the fields. After the first showers
of Wovember, barley is sown and the young men move with
their flocks to the patures Ieaving to the older poople the task of
Ipoking after the fields. As. the dry scaton advances, the flocks are
moved northwards to the cultivated lands so as to he pearer to fodder
apd to the waterholes which stand usually very pear fo the coastal zona.
Duricg this time, animals live mainly on barley straw and very little drying
grass. However, the movements of the focks are thylthmic and regu-
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Iated by the division of the year into the two major seasons — the dry
season and the wet season. The wet season is Lhe season of plenty in which
the apimals are replenished; the dry season is the peripd of starvation
during which the flocks are fed mainly oo simw. Apy movements
of animals that may take place in this season are carded gut on a Very
limited scale. In exceptionally bad ycars the people are compelled
to dispose of their animals, or at least a Jarge parl of the Aocks.
Sometimes they may send them away Lo their friends and relatives
who may be living near vegetation. Inbad years the shepherds find it
necessary to cross the froatiers Lo Cyrenaice for pasture. The grazing
Erounds are traditionzlly divided among the clan and the Hpeages,
in the sense that each linecage has definite rights in Epecific grazing
areas Lo the exclusion of all other linsages. This exclusiveness, however,
fs not slrictly followed in bad years when ithe people feel that they
must co-operate and help the needy and the distresssd.

The size of the herds varies widely from place to place according
o Lthe availability of pasture plants and herbage. Most of the herds
comprise goats and sheep which are dominant in pumher. Camcls
are usually herded separately, and 7o any case one does not come
across large herds of camels except perhaps further to the south
In fact, sheep also graze in small flocks especially in the exstern part
of the desert where most of the herds comprise of from 5 to 30 or 40
animals. The size of the herds teads to become larger in the western
parts, and one efien comes acress herds of 300 sheep or more. In
terms of popularity, szcp come first and the people show more interest
in them than they do with regards to other animals. In some districts,
the number of sheep iz largor than the gumber of all the other animals
put together. Goats rapk second to shecp. The nwmber of camels tends
now to decrease since their imporiance as a meaps of transport has
declinsd aler the advent of the railway 2nd the construction of motor
roads. This is more apparent io the eastern part of the desert where
the people have beeome more settled.  According Lo Weheha, there were
some 15.000 sheep in Eastern Mariut in 1953, about 13.500 goats and
only 3.300 camels. Douokeys are also kept by the Bedouing and mare
particularly by the sctled clans.  They serve as load, riding and draught
animals and are mainly nsed in agricultural work, especially in ploushing.
Therefore, denkeys are never keptin large numbers. A family so seldom
keeps mere than one or twe donkeys, but on the whole, the distdibution of
lvestock tends to be more sparse in Lthe eastern parts than in the western
parts of the desert.
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Whatcver may be the case, it seems that the nomadic rising of
livestgek is the best mode of living ths inhabitagts of the desert can
lead yader the existing conditions with soch unreliable rainfall. Low
reifall may entail the complete destruction of the cultivation of 2
person but pever all his animals. Stock raising howewer, is supple-
mented by agriculture and some other occupations, and there i3 an
unmistakeable drift now to thoss more sedentary occupztions. There
15 a remarkable decline in pastoral nomadism in favavour of agriculture
and trede, especially in the eastern parts which arc agarer to the Deita
and ita markets. People there depend mainly on  horticelture, and
the raising of livestock is not wery much liked because of the possihle
dzmage that sheep and, more parlicularly goats, can do to thair plants
and trecs

B. The raising of Livestock is pracised in Synz an a much
Targer scale than itis in the Western Deserl. Animals are reared in much
larger pumbers and it s commeon to coms across-herds of some 600 to
800 sheep and goals, especially in the Hassake apd the Germm regions.
Besides sheep, goats, camels and donkeys, the more sadentary clans,
cspecially in the Gezira region, lake much interest in the raising of cows.
Bat sheep and poals rank fivst; they arc kept in much Jarger gumbers
than other kinds of stoek, Grazing conditions are, gn the whole,
much more favourable than those prevziling in the Epyplian Desert
Grazing planats apd grasses cover vast stretches of Iand and thrive abu-
ndantly in mast years because of Lhe relative abundanee of rain; but
exceplionally  dry years have similar drastic efTects on both the herds
and the pasture plants.

The best grazing lands are found at Deir-el-Zor 2nd 8 yicinity;
but bad years and exceptionally dry scasons wsually compe! the pzople
to move Lo the Gezira region which is gonerally regarded as an agricu-
ltural area. ‘The actual existence of & unmber of rivers thare allows
for sufficient fadder for the famins-siricken animals comicg from Deir-
el-Zor. The accasional shortage of pasture and harbage may also compel
the herdsmen to cross the borders to Ivag. Other excellent grazing-lapds
are found at Hama and Homs where grass thrives in good years; bat
here also the decline in the amount of rainfall leads to the death of large
nnmbers of animals. Similar conditions prevail in the Aleppa region.

With the exception of the Rowalla clans who are mainly camel-
herdsmen, the Syrian clans are deeply intercsted in the raising of sheep

ol



and goals. Camels are regarded by the Rawalla as constitating the most
important item of one’s wealth. This does ot mean that they do not
care for sheep or that they do not keep them. It coly means that
becanse of the harsh physical conditions and the and desert and the
scarcity of rain in their regions they have lo roam widely for search
of pasture. Their Journeys may take them to as far as Saudi Arabia.
The camel ia the only animal which can endure such a long and
cxhausting trp. The number of camels also tend to increase among the
more nomadic sections of the Shammar clans who are allowed in bad
year; to praze their flocksin Iraqi lands.

The only gvailahle statistics about livestack are the foHowing
figures which show the pumber of animals kept by the semi-nomagdic
clans of the Geziraregionin 1955and 1956 :

sheep (TogLs Cows Oxen Camels Donkeys

1835 622.000 220000 26000 15.000 11.000  14.000
1956 629.000 225000 28.000 17.000 8.000 15.000

From these figures we can sse that there is a sharp falf in the number
of camels and a remarkable iperease in the number of all the other
specics of livestock, and goats in  particular, Camels cannot comply
with the requirements of the sedentary ot semi-nomadic life.

Culifvation

A. Cultivation, in the Wesiern Desert of Egypt, is also effected
by Lhe ecratic pature of rain and the scarcity of the underground waler
in most places.  As has alrerdy been said, the land suitable for cult-
vation lics along the sea coast but the cultivated area varies fram

year lo year according lo the rainfall, In bad years, the calltivated

ares may be reduced lo a comparalively narrow stripe of only a fow
milss in breadth,

Land is not owned by the people; it belongs to the Siate with
the right of usufruct conceded lo the pecple. Barley is the staple
crop and mest of the people bardly use any other cxreal in making their
bread. Barley straw is also used a5 fodder for apimals. The variety
of braley which is grown in the Western Desert hag the privillege of
having & compartively short growing scason; scmething hetween 73
and 90 days. It can elso sland dronght il the rains fail to come in time.
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Seeding wyually takes place afler the first showers in Movember; wct
the perod between Oclober and December cag geperally be reparded
as the sowipg season. Mot very much care, if any, is given to Lhe Geld:
of Lo ihe plant. The harvest season usually exteads from the scoond
half of April to the first halll of May. The people are never sure of the
crops and in most years they get poor return. The feilure of Lhe crop
may be so acyte that whole lineages may find themselves obliped o
migrate, with their flocks, to the Delta. In such critical years, grain
and flour are urgently sent by the Government from the Delta so as
to evads thedangers of femine. As far as this is concerned, the
semi-nomadic clans of the Western Desert represent a real burden
on the patipnal economy of the country.

The gemi-zomadic groups which have recently become sedentary
and have settled down in the easten parts of the desert are taking much
interest in horticulture and in the growing of fruit trees, especially Gg trecs,
as well as in the growing of tomatoes and wvegetables. El-"Amriya
is regarded as the meost important centre for producing fipszad it seems
that oll the fig crop finds ready market at Alexandrig and the other
cites of the Della. Tn 1953 there were about 3.488 acres of fig trees
in that region, The average gumher of trees per acre.is 120 trees and
thus thereshould have been some 418.560 fig treesin that recion alone.
The growing of olive trecs is a recent innovation in the Western Dosert
although the iphahitants of the Oases have known it sines immemorial
times. The Hurg-el-Arabh region is the most important centre for the
cultivation and 1he growing of olives. The oificial Geures show that
somnz 250 acres are planted with olive trece. The average number of
olive trecs per acre is 80 trees, and thus there should be ahgut 20.000
Lrees in that rcgion yieldlpg about 2.000.000 Ibs. of olives per
year. Much a3 care is given to the growing of other fruit trees such
as grange trees, almond trees and date palms, bot there is increasing
intcrest in the cultivation of almonds especially at the Ras-el-Hikma
and Malroub regions. In any case, the iphabitants of the western parts
are lesa interested in the growing of fruits and vegelables thap the
inhahbitants of the eastern parts, There is po douht that the nearness
to the markets in Alexandra apd the Facility of trapsport by railway
bave encouraged the dwellers of the eastera regions to changs to borti-
culture and, consequently, Lo settled life,

B. Wheat and maize are the staple crops in the Syrfan Descrt;
the pzople hardly grow apy large amounts of harley. Unlike the Egyplian
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Bedownins who grow barley mainly for their own ¢consumption, wheat
and maize are grown on a comparatively large. seale, especially in the
(iezira region, and a considerzble propertion of the crop is actually
sent to the markeris of the larger tawns and cfiies. Onthe other hand,
Borliculture which is so much thriving in certain parts of the Weslern
Desert, is almost entirely ahsent from the scene in the Syrian Desert.
The people are not interesied in fruit or in vegelable cultivation. Yet
cotion is grown in certain parts of the Gezira where the Bedouins have
setlled down and are leading 2 more or less sedentary life. It is not,
howsver, lhe Bedouins who grow the plant by themselves, for they
have neither the knowledge nor the experience necessary for this kind
of more advanced cuhivation, They rather concede the right of exploi-
ting their lands to what they call the *big farmers" who come from the
city, and more particelarly from Aleppo, and get in return a certain
percentape of the yisld. They do not tzke any part in the cultivalion
of cotton, net even as ordinary workers on the land, partly because of
lack of experience as has already. heen said, and partly beesuse Lhey
despise ell peasantry work. In a few cases, the chiel of the clan or of
the clan-segment may play the role of the “hig farmer’'. He is thus
entitled to exploit the lands of his clansmen as well as their services for
a certain proportion of lhe yicld, But usually the necessary peasants
and workers are recryited from Aleppo.

Cultivation ,on the whole, fourishes in the northern parts where
more favourzhle conditions prevail and where the people have heen
encourared by these conditions to settle down and lo change o sede-
ntary otvupations. There {3 little chance for the Rowalla clans of the
south, for example, or for the Shammar clans of the Hasaaka zone Lo
change lo such a permanent sedentary iife becaunse of the aridity of Lhe
Lind, the comparalive scarcity of rain and the rarity and salinity of the
underground water in the arcas where they live,  But generally speaking,
there are betler agricultore! prospects in the Syrian Desert than in the
Western Desert, and the Syrian Bedooln bhas much mere chapee to
praclice extensive cultivation, especially in lhe Gerica, if due care is
given to the water resgurces.

Trading

A. Trading is not ag important feature in the lifs of the
Bedouins as a whole, althongh in the pastthe nomadic groups used to
carry goods from one distdct to another or even from  one country to
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another in the course of their wide movements, thus facilitating in
ay indirect.way commereial trapsactiems. Mow this function has faltzn
to disuse aftcr the advent of railway and moter trensport in the desert.
However, the semi-nomadic groups of the Westera Dosert of Egypt sill
play an important role in trading with the Delta. Trade apd the
exchingz of goods were limited to certaip seasons in the past; ie. to the
scason of lambing acd the barvest szasons and somlimes to somereligious
seasons and ocvasions such as Ramadan and the two Brirams. These
transactions have increased recently and are taking place during the
whole year though with some seasonal fluctuatipns. The most impo-
riant itern exporicd from the desert to the Delta is livestock, and more
particularly skecp and gozts. Besides the apimaly raised by the ighabi-
tants themselves, the Western Desret is a pood market for the Libyan
apimals which are imported in large oumbers every year from
Cyrenaica. The village of El-Hammam is the moest important centre
for the marketing of livestock. Becanse of its nearness to Alexandria,
butchen and stock-traders from the city go tothe market on marketing
days for their purchasss, El-Hammam is actually the Srst organised
market which traders from Libya com2 across on their way to Alexandria
and the Deltz.  Unfortunately, we.do not kave agy meeords showipg
the gales effected at that impottant masket. The following figures,
however, show the number of sheep sent by rail to El-Hammoam; oo
figures are available concereing the anfmils transported by lorries to
that market, Animals transported by lofries are much more than thoss
transported hy raillway.

1955 1956 1957 1958
Jaguary - —_ 7 100
February — 737 250 1.048
March —_ 3.50 631 £.401
April — 5.585 1.362 9.215
May — 4.061 5.179 2316
June — 2.154 2,600 271
July 795 362 1.996 —
August 364 236 1.067 —_
September 628 634 551 —
Octoher 206 513 EFi —
November H! —_ 4 —
December — 57 — —_
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Trading in fruits {especially figs) and in vegeiables (especially
tomataes) 19 camied out on a much limited scale and is copfined to
cerlain s¢asons. The vilage of El-"Amnyz is Lthe most important centre
far this lrade. Traders from Alexendria go to that villags in Lhe respe-
ctive harvest seasons to conclude their purchases of the difierent crops.
Itis a common praclice that those traders provide the private producers
with ell thzir needs of cash monsy (and someliems of goods as well )
during the year to secure for themselves the yield of their cultivation.
Here alsp, noe relishle estimates of the value of trade is available. However,
trading in figs ranks first and the fig crop in average y=ars is roughly
esiimated to be round L.E. 200.000. The value of the other crops such
23 tomatpes. olives, almonds, etc, may ot he more than a few thousand
pounds. Barley is gprown mainly for private consumpboa.

So much for trade with Alexandna . As far as fixed trade is
concerncd, it is easy to potive that guch trade is quite fAourishing in
the settlements constructed along the railway line where the peopls are
becoming setiled in increasing numbers. Such important centres as
Mera Matronh, Sallum, ElDab’aa, El-Hammam, El-"Amriya, etc.,
have a largz pumher of shops; but even in the less important settlements
there may be found one shop at least.  The number of shops corresponds
with the dzgree of sedentarisation and settled Life. Though small in
size, most of these shops are general stores where all the modest needs
of the inhahitants. especially sugar, tca and clotb, are sold. Canned
food is a new advent in these shops and it is usually consumed by the
Government officials, most of wham come from the Nile Vellzy.

Although we have no records to show the volume of trade and the
transacation ¢f goods carried out through these shops round the year,
it can easily be said that this volume Huctunles gecording to seasoms.
Inany case, the purchasing power of the inhzhilants is very poor.
Therefore, the shopkeepers are obliged to follow the credit system which
enables the clients te pay for their purchases after the barley harvest.

B. Our daln concerning brmde and commercial twangactions
amons the Syrian ¢lans is even more meagre apd scanty, The condi-
tions which haveled in the Western Desert to the establishment of perma-
nent setllements along the railway and the main lralfic route and, conse-
quently, to the emergence of flourishing trade centres do not éxist in
the Syrian Deserl.. Thercfore, the few modest peeds which Bedoulns
require {e.n. coflce, sugar, soap, ete) can only be fulfilled at the large
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towns. Few small shops are found in the maip Gceatres where clans
usually eluster for most part of the year. The Syrian Bedouins stil!
bear much despise and contempt to trading, and in 2 number of cases
{e.g. in Lhe villaze of Ragqa) all the shopkeepers are strangers who come
from outside thz area. The pasteral and nomadic values are still vivid
and very highly estegmed. But trading in livestock is logked at dilfe-
rently; it has strong conpection with these pastoral values. It is not
demzaming to trade in $tock. On the contrary, this trade comprises
an Impgrtent item in the nadonal economy of Syra, and the exports
of stock raised by the Bedouins forms a comparatively high proportion
of the external trade. Avallable records shew, for example, that
385.815 heads of stock were exported in 1951, 469.000 heads were
exporled in 1952, and $37.000 heads were exparled in 1953. Tiese
figures represent 6.9 per cent., 6.5 per cent. and 6.1 per ceat. of the
tolal value of exports in the respective years.

Crafts a=d Imdustries

A, Dedouins as a rule bear no respect to manuwal work, hut
ths more sedentary groups in the Western Desert do not mind gotting
themselves engaged in the new industries which bave recently been
established in certain centres. A pumber of crafts, hawever, are actually
practised by the Bedouin women. Thus, rugs and the cloth of the wet
stason’s tenly are woven by them from shzep wool; mats are made of
a certain reed which grows wild and extensively in diflerent parts of the
desert, especially in ths Wadi-el-Natrun eren; olive oil is pressed in a very
primitve way for privatc consumption, etc. But all these crafts
are parcused to meet the personal and prvate needs only. They are
not carricd out for any commercial or trading purposes. Perhaps only
the mats are seal, in insignificant quantities, to ccetain small towns of
the Della. Where olive groves thrive, the crude oil which is generaily
pressed ip largsr  quapritiss, is sent either to Alexandda or to Bur-el-
ATab to be clarified.

But besides these simple handicrafts which are practised mainly
by nemads and semi-nomads, certain other industrics have recently
heen introduced in the desert. All the enskilled labour neesssary for
these industries are recruited from the more seitled inhabitnts, The
more important of thess industrizs are : the gypsum industry at Ghar-
baniat (about 6000 tons per year), the extraction of salt apd patroon
{carhonale of sodium) from Wadi-Natrun, the rug industry at Wadi-el-
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Natrun also, oi! pressing at Burg-el-Arab, sponpge-extraction from
the sza ip the Malrouh area, etc. Forcipn il companies which are
still surveying the deserl and carrying out their exploration testing employ
a large number of workers from among tha local inhahitants. Unlor-
tunately, we do not have any gures top show the exact pumber of workers
engaged in these different indunstries, but there is a generel apd noticeable
drift of mappower from pastoralism- to these more settled occupations.
A number of projects which envisage the possibility of estahlishing new
industnies in certain centres in the desert are still under consideration.
We shall give account of these projocta in due course.

B. The Sydan Bedouins praclice similar hapdicrafis to thaose
found in the Epyptian Western Dersert. Apsrt from the intensive
corts made by some American and German oil companies to ¢xplore
the sites of qil fields in the desert, po industrial ectivilies or projects
for ipdystrialisalign are carried gut. Some secoess has already been
achieved in the petroleum industry. A pumber of wells have been
drilled in different paris of the desert especially ip the Dereck area, but
oil has pot yet been exploited on commercial terms. No workers from
the local inhabitants are employed in the perreleum indostry, but it
seems that a considerable percentage af the upskilled labour will be
recruiled from among the Bedouwins when the wells are pot into use
for commercial purposes.

Seasanal Employment

A. The scarcity of rain in the Westren Desgrt, the fact that
pastoralism does not occupy all able-bodied persons at all Lmes and the
desire to gt spme more secure Source of income, all allow for the
engagement in lemporary paid jobs, This usually takes place outside the
scason of cullivation which is at the same time the season of grazing,
As we have already noted, barlcy is sown efler the first showers in
November and the young men move southwards to the grazing-prounds
leaving their elders to Iogk after the fields, then they begin to move
Lowards the north when the dry season advances. It is during this season,
when most of the people clustzr in the northern zone, Lhat scasonal emplo-
yment takes plice if warkis available. The most important scasonal jobs
in which young men get themselves engaged ere fishing, rpad-making
and unskilled labour in the rug factory and salt end malroon industry
at Wadi-l-Natrun. Fizhing, however, i3 an occupation which I3 pra-
ctiged all the year round by & very small pumber of siollcd Bshermen
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escpacially at ElDab’z2a. In spite of the fact that the catch is always
more abuadant in the winter than in summer, the dry season eacourages
the deift of a comparatively large number of men to jobs especially at
Mersa Matroeh, which is an importagt summer resort, where they can
scll their meagre catch at a higher price lo koliday makers. A copsi-
derable pumber of young men alse got Lemparary jobs during the
summer months in the restaurnls, cafés and hotels at Mersa Malrouh,
while a limitsd aumber work as dovers and coachmen of the horse cabs
which are virtually the only means of tmnsport preferred by the holiday
makers for iheir promenades and movements i the town.

B, Apparently the only deft to temporary johs in Syria is that
which takes place durpg the harvest season when large numbers: of
peasants go to the Gezira to help gathering the crops. But only a compara-
atively small number of Bedouins lake part in this sart of work, for
all agricultural wenk is still lopked down on by most of the romadic
folk. It has 2lrcady been said that the more setUed Bedowns avoid,
-as much a3 they can, working in their gwn fields and they usually coneeide
the right of explofting their lands to the “big farmers™. Most of the
labour employed in the Gezira during the haryest is recruited from the
Aleppo region.

Wages

A. Apart from the paid jobs in which some of the Bedouins
of the Western Desert are temporarily engaged, such as roadmaking,
scrving in resturants and calés, elc., the inhabitapls of Lhs dessrt are
usually paid in kind for their services. These scrvices arc relatsd mainly
to animal husbandry or lo the cultivalion of barley. Payments for
both kinds of services are more or less stahle and are generally delerminsd
by custom, according lo 2 traditional and strcit system of partpership,
which allows for the partition of the crops between the “‘ownet™ of Lhe
fand and the “*peasant’ on the one hand, and Lhe division of Lhe produce
of animals hetween the shepherd ard the owner of the animals on the
alher. '

Although the commeon practice in the Western Desert is that the
land which belongs to a certain kin-group should he cultivated by the mem-
hers of that group, the need for extra labour may rise especially at the
harvest szaton. This labour is usually recruited either from the desert itsell,
of from among the poorer lneages and clans who do not have much
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cullivation to look after, or from certain parts of the Delta acd more
particplarly from the village of Idku near Alexapdriz. Some peasants
may also be brought from Siwa Qasis for that putposs. The more
important neages may e¢ven abslaia from doing any job or work that
has connecton with lilling the land. In this latter case they concede
the rights of coltivating the land Lo other persons whom they call
“peasants’® and somelimes ©lenants™. But in fact, the people who-are
assizned to use the land in this manper are not real tenants. oy
do mot pay any rent or substitule for their “tenaney’.  Instead, they
exploit the land and grow the sseds which the owner himsell provides.
Afer the harvest, the owner gets back the same amount of seed he has
given lo the tcnant and the remlinder of the erop is then divided
between owner aand tepant in a cerlain proprdon.  Usually two-thirds
of the crop go to the owner and ons third to the lenant, hut sometimes
the crop is divided hetween them in equal shares. Thus, the relabon
between the fwo parties is more like a relation betwesn employer and
employee rathar than onc bstween owner and ienant. Here, all
the clements of produclion are pfered by We owaer, while the lenant
contributes the pecsssary physical work and gets his wages in kind from
the crop. When the tepant plants his own seeds, he gives 20 per cent.
of the crop, after reducing from it an equal amobnt to what he bas sown
in the first place. On the other hand, the wage lahour recrited for the
sole purpose of helping in the harvest are given 10 ot 15 per cent. of
of Lhe yield.

A similzr, but Isss strict and less solid system is followed in the
herding of livestock. The more sedentary Bedouins usually trust their
animals to the care of a kuldf, or herder. whe tends them aad in return
he is entitled 1o a cerfain part of the antmals apd their offspring. The
share given to the herder varies from case to case, but he isinvariahly
entitizd to all the dung apd all the milk il the animals are grazing far
away from the scitlement where their owmer lives, He is not consi-
dered responsitle for the death of the animals.

B. The same system of partnership prevails in Syria

a) Peasants are given up lo 40 per ceot. of the yicld if the owner of
the laad provides the seeds and the necessary lools besides the
Iand and water. The tenant retains up to 80 per cent. of the
erop il he uges his own secds and catlle znd tools.
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b)  In herding flocks, the professional kerder is given 10 per cent.
of thz total number of the animals e¢ntrusted to his care. The
oflspring arc regarded as the exclusive property of (he original
owner. The wool and milk are also given to him unless the
grazing grounds are too far from the dwelling plzce of the
owner, and in this case the horder iseatitled to consume the milk,
The owner also provides the herder with the nceessary clothes.

1¥. TRIBAL S0Cial ORGANISATION

The System af Chicfs

A. It has already bzen said that clans in the Weslarn Detert
ate not lpcalised in the Sense that the lineages of the zame clan may
be found scattered all gver the desert. Thus lhe correlatlion between
the torntgnal distnboaUon and the clan sepementation 15 not so tigid as
it is, for example, in the case of the the Syrian clang where each clan
has a certaln area of land to move within its borders. Each clan has
a certain dominant lineags in which the political offfce has traditiopally
heen vested. Thus in any one locality whose iphahitapts hejong to a
number of clans, one usually finds an equal number of chiefs who
represent these¢lans and who kelong to Lhe respective dominantlinzages.
The inhabitants of that locality follow, from the polilical paint of
view, their respective chiefs. The word omda which is priginally used
for the villags hezdman in the MH= Valley is alse uesd here invariably
to refer to all those Badouin chiefs. Chieftainship s hercditary in
theeme linzage (which we call the dominant bneage); i.e. the political
office doss not shift to other lintages except for wvery exceplional
reasons. But this does not enbail that it is pecessarily vested in
the zame lins or in the same family ; it may actually shilt between
the familits of the dominant ¢lan byt without any challenge from the
other lipsages of the clan. In other words, the succession te mayoralty
does not follow a ezrlain rigid principle as long as the office is kept
in the lineage. There is a general tendency to give the office to the
eldest son of Lhe previous mayor, but this i3 not an ahsolute rule. The
most sultable person in that particular hranch of the domipant Lingage
living in ezch particular village or locality is likely to he chosen for the
office. The elders of the different homesteads in that hranch choose
the person whom they think suitable to be local chicf, and their deci-
sion should he accepted by all members of the ¢lan wholivein that locality.
Compttiton for political power and authority is likely to invalve the
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lineages of the same ¢lan in long end bitter sirife. But owing to the
sense of kinship selidarity the Bedouins do their best to avoid being
involved in such internal strile and conflict. The desire lo keep the
sacial eguilibrium and to evade peotental hostilities within the clan isa
gpuarantce against such challepge and compenution. Ou the other hand,
the pelitical office is held for life unless i3 oceupant demnits it or s
removed by the gensral decision of the lineage or by the Administralion
for one reason or gnother. The important thing that we should notice
here {5 that whereas chizflatnship in the Nile Valley is held on a purzly
territorial basls, i.e. gt the basis of the village, itis held in the Western
Desert on 2 kipship basis.

Local chiefs are responsihle for keeping peace and harmony
and settling the disputes that may rise among the members of ther
respective clans who are living in the respective localities. But when
a disputs flares up beiwesn members ol two different clans, a different
procedure is followed. We shall come back to this point later when
we speak about the Bedouin customary law. All that we want to say
here is that local chiefs oblain their power and authority from the clan
chief, who isregarded as the supreme chisf of the whele clan with all it
gezments and lingages and who, also, helongs o the dominant ligsaee
in the clan. He i5 the most authoritarizn of al! chisfs. His word
is Jaw, fie is nsnally well informed in the costomary law and in the tradis
tional ways and patterns of behaviour that should prevail within the
clan. He must alsp heve widc knowledge of the history of the ¢lan, the
previgus ancestors and thele wars and vietories and  achievements, of the
economic interests and possessions of Uhe dan as a whole and of each
segment independently, ete. He is thus the last reference in the questions
of law and of aclion 23 well. He logks into disputcs which occur
hetween the different segments or lineages of the ¢lin especially when
these are living in different localiies or when a dispute is loo grave
to he left Lo the secondary chiefs or mayers. He is also the last
refererence in quettions of wars, rpids and peace with other clans.
His orders are executive. Therelgre, Lhe questions of age, wisdom,
knowledage, persouality wealth, ete. are laken into consideration
when choosing the supreme chief of the clan.
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Abgve the sopreme chief of the ¢lan thers is po athzr traditional
chief in the Western Desart.  Complicated cases which cannotbe solved
by him are referred Lo the Administration, but this very seldom heppens.
In sp far as the system  of tradilionz! chiefs is concemmed, tha clan cap
be regarded as the largest autonomous -polilical wait.  All disputes
within the clan are regaded as private and domestic affairs.

B. The system of chicfrainship in Syria follows the same orga-
nisation, with the solc exceplion that ell the clans whizh constitute
on¢ tnbe recorinse the headmanship of one “1abal chiel’. In each tribe.
thore i3 one dominant or chially clan in which this office is vested. This
is more apparent in the nomadic trbss than it is in the semi-nomadic
groups. The best cxample Lo illystrate this tribal orgapisation is the
case of the Rowalla clans who recognise the supremacy of the Sh'alan
clan. The Present tribal chiel of this cluster i3 the famous Sheikk
Fawwaz Sha’alan, This organisation may be due to thz fact Lhat the
nomadic clans of Syria have been, until very receatly , a warlike people
who have been involved in continuous raids and wars with cach other.
Their mililery life haz obligad them to organisz themselves under one
chief and to accept his authority. The dominat clan, in this case, does
nat only outnumber the other claps, but it must surpass them in matters
of wealth, gobility and honourable traditions. The Awlad Sha'alan
have exztain kinship relationships with the Royal Family in Saydt Arebia,

Ritug! Chicfs

A. Besitles the political authority practised by the local chiefs
and by the chiel of the clan, there cxists another category of chicfs whe
bold a different and perhaps a more effective kind of power, ic. the reli-
gious power. The rols of these chiefs, however, is not confined to
the performance of the religious rites, for they a2lso play a very important
role in setiling disputes and, consequently, in keeping the social eguili-
brium. The most important of these functioparics in the Westzrn Desert
are the Imam and the Maaroon. The primary function of the Ipam is
to lead prayers, cspecially the Friday prayers, while the fenclion of the
Manzoon is pearer Lo that of 2 marripge registrar.  Both functionaries
are expected to be well-read in the Koran, in the traditions af the
Prophct and in Islamic literature in gencral. Being mainly men of
religion, they ate looked at with confidence and are regarded as wise,
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honest and disinterestzd pesons, to whom (ke disputants can carry
their disputes, In a few cases, the pelitical chief may held ihe religious
office as well. But the general rule is that the Lutier office is held by a
different person who may even belong to anolher kipeage. Religious
chiefs are lhougzht, on the whole, te be better arhitrators than the
political chiefs.

Although the refigious or lhe ritunal office is not heredilary, cerlain
families end clans in the Western Descrtare famous for praviding a large
pumber of these man of religion, The Morahitcen ¢lans on the whole,
and more parbiculacdly the Habbooni lineags {who like w copider
thegselyes as 3 hranch of Awlad All} are considered a religious group in
this sense. Thisenhances their prestige among the Awlad Ali, although
they are only clicnts o them as it has heen said.  However, in looking
into disputcs, the ritual chiefs canpot in fact give any final or executive
judgment a3 do the pelitieal chiefs; they can only give advice to the
disputants who usually accept them willingly.

B. As far as I know, there is no one single clan or one specific
linezge in the Syrian Desert which provides ritual chiefs in the manner
found in the Western Desert of Egypt. The two religlous functonarzs,
ie. the Imam and the MaaZoon, are found in the Syran clans apd have
the same functions zod enjoy ihe same avthority. The Meazoon may
be semetimes called the Qadi, Le. judge.

The Relatipns Between the Navive Chigfs and the Administration

The position of chiefs {3 not an easy one; it involves contra-
dictory situatons and confitcting attitudes which emerge mainly from
the duality of afilialion implisd by the nature of chiefiainiship now.
A chief has to act' as a member of his community and at the same time
as a representative of the Aministration. He has thus to reeoncile
the demands of the two sides. However, the nabive chiefs do their
hest 1o sglve all the problems which nise in Ueir respective communities
without reference to the adminstrative authonties who, on Uhelr part,
and especially in the Western Desert, Lry to evads interferonce except
when the chiefs fail Lo reach & splution or when the situation proves
to be explosive.

In eny case, the polilical aulhonty of the nalve chiefs is now
detericrating and their prestize is sufllering badly, This is, perhaps,
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more clear in.the Weslern Desert than it is among the Syrzn Bedouins
end Lhe nomadic clans in particular. The facters which have led to such
a situation eyn be summed up as follows;

a) Thegrowing desire of the dispulants to settle their disputes privately
of through the good offices of the ritual chiefs. This tendency
is ¢clearer in the smaller wvilluges z2nd lpocalities then in the larger
towns (Mersa Matrouh, for example).

b) Ths prejudics felt against the chiels because of their cbvious
connections with the Administration. This prejudice is alio more
apparent ameonesg the more safiled groupings in both the Western
and Sydan Decerts.

¢ The restdctions impesed by the Admipistration on the chiefs
with regards tg their exercising coercion have rendered the whole
system of chieftainehip, especially in the sedenlary communitiss,
almost non-efective.

d) The propagation of modern education ig the Westcrn Desert and
migralion to the Nile Valley for work have wade the vounger
generation less willing to submit to the suthority of the chiefs.

For all these reasons, the disputants tond to overlock the pative
political chicfs and {o hring their causes in front of the dtual chiefs.
In fact, the political chiefs are gencrally regarded as the represptatives
and agents of the Administration. Thay are expected to execute the
orders and regulations issued by the local administraters. Inihe Western
Degert, chiefs cannot exercise the obligations and dutizs of (heir gffice
except alter their appointment is ratified by the Administralion, or
more precisely, by the Fromtiers Department. The appointment of
the chicfs of the gomadic clans in Syria had, in the past, to be ratified
by the French Higher Commissioner, and still should be ratificd aowr
by the Ministre of Inlerior who holds the right to dismiss any of them
on the grounds of abusing his power or challanging the Administration
ot at the request of his own clansmen. But en the whols, the chisfs
of the nomadic groops sull retain much of their traditional authority
and power over the members of their clansand lpeages. The powerof the
chiefs is waniog in lhe sedentary communities apd more partcylarly
in the Western Desert of Egypl. Taking ali this inte- consideration,
we can $um up the functions of the political chiefs, and more particu-
larly those of the nomadic clzns, in the following poins :
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a} The right to plap for ths movements and migrations according
to the season and to the availability of pasture;

by  The right to setile dispetes which arise among memhers of their
respeciive clant or ¢lan segmentls. Among the pomadic tribes the
word of the chief iz law;

¢}  The rfght te declare war and to conclude peace with other
clans:

d) Colecting taxes an behalf of the Goverament from his clansmea,
A chief usually collects more money than the sum imposcd by the
Government; this surplus of mency is kept hy him to he spent in
due Ume on matters of hospitality and other social obligalions.

Somstimes, the Government pay appeint as chief a differcnt
person from (hat on whom the c¢lan have agreed. Inm suchcasss
the clan would have two chiefs instead of omns; ie. the traditicnal
chicl and the official chiel who is gentrally met with much resistance
from the people. His orders are usually defied ualess approved at first
by the traditipnal chief Suoch a situation has arsen in a few cases in
Sytia, but peverin the Western Desert, at leastasfarIknow. Anexample
of this is what happened recently among the Shammar Bl-Khrossa clans
when Lhey chose their present chisf, Sheikh Maizer E-’Abhd E-Mohsen,
but the Government appointed Sheikh Mesh’al Pacha al-Fares as chief.
Sheikh Meshal was met with much reluctance from the peopleand at cas
Lime it seemed that the clan was on the brink of internal conflict and
hloody feuds. The Government had finally to accept the view of the
clan and Sheikh Mesh’al was relieved from his office.

The Rele of Chiefs in Economic Change

It is difficult to decide to what exient Lhe polilical chiefs are
willing to help in the excctulion of ecopomic devclopment schemes.
Such development would entail the raising of the slapdard of living for
the prdinary man and most probably to his ecopomic independance.
This may eacourags the ordinary clansman to defy the authority of
pative chiefs. Therefzre, projecis of economic develppment are geperally
resisted by the palive chlefs and more pariicularly by the chiels of
the pomadic clans, especially in Syria, who zctually live and hehave
as fewdal lords. For in spite of the fact (hat the land is owned by the
State and that every clansmoan has the fght to exploit it for his own, hen-
efit, the chiefs consider themselves the “sole™ owners of (heland and regard
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the ordinary clansmen as mere serfs who can only work on the land
for their food and clothes, besides a certain proportion of 1he crop.
This is represented more strongly in  the Syran desert than in Lhe
Westcrn Desert. Most of the Syrdan chiels play (he role of the absentee
lzpdlords. They live a luxurdous Life in the large citics, leaving che
duties of herding .and cullivating the land to the “peasanls™. Thus,
the chicls of the Mowallalivein their palacesin Damascus, whilaths chisfs
of thzJeboorlive at Qamashli, etc. Under these circumstances, we should
not expect them te encourage ¢conomic development which may deprive
them from their actuzl privileges,

The feudal systery, in the sense of the type of wuibal organisation
and system of chifininship found in Syria, does not exist in the Western
Desert. Clans arg Yess numerous and less rich. They have already become
more scttled; pure nomadism has no place here except perhaps in ths
far soutb of the desert. The absence of large cities, apart from
Alexandria, enforces the chiefs Lo be lied down to their native homeland.
Therefore, the nadve chizls in the Western Desert do not display much
dismay about development programmes. Some of thoem are, ipdeed,
very keen on such schemes for they will actually lose pothing because
they have nothing to lgse. The better-ofl chiefs usually live in the
eastern parts of the desert where they have Lbeir own large pardens
of fruits, and figsin particular. ‘They have abandoned the life of herding
animals and have lost the values of pastoral life; theicr power has been
much cyrteiled. Their conlacts with Alexandria aod ‘with the more
sophisticated cireles have helped towards changing their oulook. Some
of them encourage or even invite development and may suggest certain
practical projets which may prove to be useful to the whole area.

However, all th2 chiefs play in fact an important role in economic
change through the new methods which they epply in exploiting their lands
and which ordinary people may likc to imitste. Furihermore, they can,
by their parsonal prestize, convipee their own people Lo zecept mew
development projects, besides giving much good advier to the development
boards concerning these projects. Much of the resistance and dismay
which they show with regards Lo schemes for cconomic change is due to
the fact that they are usoally overiooked by the concerned authorities in
this respect.  An effective means forintroducing pew ways ofliving in the
Western Desert may be through encovraging the more progressive
chiefs to adopt these ways. Then the ordinary people will mest
likely follow their lead without much hestitation,
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Religinug chiels also can contribule heavily io the advenl of new
economic ways and techniques, The pcople have much confidence
in them and are quite rcady to aceept their advice and views, not ooly
on questions of religion, but alsc on ordinary problems of everyday
life. In fact the Imams have played in the very recent past a leading
role in introducing the cullivation of olive trees and almond trees in
the Western Desrert when the people showed much reluclance apd
resislagee to the efforts mads by the Govermment te intfodure them.
Through their repeated speeches and advices, the Imams could
enlighlen the people about the benefits they were likely lo get from
that culiivalion., Now, thecullivation of olives is Lhriving in some
parts of the desert, partly due to their effors.

¥. THE PROBLEMS OF LAND

A. Tt has already been said that the 12nd io the Western Desert
is generally regarded, at least by the Governmsmt, as the exclusive
propenty of the State with the right of usufrucl granted to the people.
This does not mezn that the land is exploited jointly by all members
of gne community, or that & man cao cultivate aoy part of the iand that
he may like to; for actually there is a certain correlation between the
right of vsulruct apd the disiriboton of the clans on the one hapd, and
ths inner segmentation of lhe clan on lhs other. Land is net an
abject of ownership in itself, and wealthis not spoken ofin terms of fand.
In spite of thewide dispersal of its memhers, each clan and conseguently
cach clan-segment is attached to a certain area and has always been
associated with it for gemerations. Thus, despite the distnction
between owgership and usulruct, the two are practcally welded together,
and although the people know that they do not own the land, they still
defend the boundaries of the arcs with which their lineage has always been
associated. The clan whaose name is associated with 2 cerlain area not oaly
has the right of usufruct to what particular area, but this right is also
visled in it tothe exclusion of the other clans, Within this total area,
each ¢lan-segmenthas the right to a porton of land to cthe exclusion of
all the gther segments, at least from Lhe theoretical point of view. Thus,
the right of wsufruct mounts almost to be a form of ownership of the
lapd, Mevertheless, an individual member of the clan cannoet proclaim
a gertRin patch within that total area as lhe suhject of his exclusive
exploilalion, He usually cultivates different patches wilhin that totat
area a$ the meed may arise; but he cannot coltivate a pateh in an area
aseociated with znother clan execept under certyin condibipns to which
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we shall refer in due course, The same principles 2pply to the prazing
graunds, but with less rizidity:

This systerg of using (he lands of the Western  Desert is thought
1o go back 1o Meohammed All who divided the land betwesn the diffzrent
Bedouir clang, then ighabiling the desert. The lands conceded in Lhis
way to each clan was partitioned in tum ameng the linsages end then
among the farilies of the clap. Not ell the lincages were given equal
arezas ol lagd, znd the basis of this partition is not known.

The boundaries of thearable lapd associated with each kin-group
is defined by (radition so.thata map knows not ealy the boundaries
of the Iand of his own kin-group, but also thoze of the lands associated
with glher groups a3 well. Disputes may arise about the boyndariss
of the neighbonning ficlds, but thzss are usvally settled quickly eithker
by going back to the old decuments which show the traditional distri-
hulion of these lands among the laps, or by refersio® to the Izaders
of both groups or other glder men whe are known generally by the
word *Awaref or “those whe know’™, or else by takipz the path In
this latter cage, the oath should be made or uttered by 20 persons on
ezch side. Since the people (hink that perjury entails grave rosulis
and that a perjurer will certninly suffer severs agopy, illness and
perhaps blindness, the people do not swear the oath unless thoy are
positively sure of their clatms.

Taxes are paid to the Governnzent for using the land. Taxes
are estimaied on the cropa and 5o they differ from one year o 2other
gooording to the yicld, A four-member committer on which both the
Government and the people are represented visit the ficlds while the
the grain is still slanding on the stalks and estimate the amount of the
expecled crop. Oupe-tenth of the yield Js paid as tax.

B. The sams principles concerning lapd lenure, or rather ths
wsulruct of the arzble lands, prevail in Syviz. The comespondence
between cortain clans or tribes and specific areas of land is more clear
here than it is ia the Weslern Desert, 2nd this may be due to the vast
strelches of land which separate the different clzns one from the gther.
In 1916, however, individual members of bedouin clans were allowed
to claim for the ownership of eny specific areas of land which they had
reclaimed, under the condition that they ceuld prove they were culfi-
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valing it for len successive years without interruption. The clans do not
fail to refer to that law of 1916 whenever the need arises to support
their claim of posszssing the land on which they live or which they are
exploiting in the form of fields or grazing ground., On the other hand, the
lend which is definitely regarded as owned by the State could be easily
hought hy the individuals at pominal prices, which could be paid on
long terrs. These measures have been waken to encoutage private
ownershlp of lapd and, consequenUy .to encourage the Bedouins to
sedentary lifs which depends on agricnlture. These eforts did pot
meet much suecess at first, but soon after 1950 when Lhe growing of
cotlon was inlroduced for the first Hme inthe Gerirg, lhe clang became
very anxious lo prove their ownership of extensive arcas of fertile
lands in that region. It may be significant to say that the two main
clans inhabiting the area of Gezim and Euphrates, ie. the ¢lans of
Shammar and Jebhpoor, hoth of which are considered nomadic clans,
¢laim the ownership of not less than 2 million donems each.

Grazing grounds are simpilarly disitibuted among the cdans 2oce-
rding to traditipnal and weli-established rules, that each elap actually
gels enough pasture for its animaly. Therefore, pasture Iands are not
subject to conflict or dispute on the side of the diflerent clans. Even
in the Gerira region where vast areas of land have been cultivated, there
arg still enough grazing grounds for the rearing of large numbers of
animals owned by the nomadic clans of Shammar and Jehoor, at Teast
during the wet season. Conflict on pasture land may, however, fare
up between two clansin really bad years.

V1. SCHEMES FOR SETTLING NAMADS

Rightly or wrongly, nomadism and s¢émi~aomadism are generally
regarded, both in Egypt aed in Syriz, as an impediment te development
and rhat Lhey represent a deteriorated phase which complics ne more
with the actualibes of modarn life,  Therefore, the peneral trend now
in both Egypt and Syria iz to gbelish it completely. The following
rcasons are given for adoptiog that view

a) Nomadism apd semi-nomadism are wasteful agd destrpetive.  Yast
stretches of land which can be reclaimed at lite cost and cultivated
intensively are simply left for grazing without any ssricus atlempt
to make hetter use of them.
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b} Nomads and semi-nomads sefer much from the harch conditions
of life prevailing in ths deserts, and are {requently exposed to
famine a3 3 result of the failure of rain. It has already been sald’
that such conditians usually compel the people to migration and
put certzin strains oz the economy of the Delta in Egypt

¢) The continual movements of the herdsmen, especially the camel
berdsmen, make it difficult for the Geovernroent fo put tbe clans
under egatrol. The nomadic groops are actually & real sagree of
uaorest and of perpetual menace in the deserl. They organise rajds
against hostile clang, they smugple goods across the Egyptian-
Libyan fronlicrs on the one hand and acrosss the Symap-Ireg
frontires on the other apd they give refuge and protection to
criminals and help them to cross the borders and escape punishment,

d} The zholishing of nomadizm may entail the amalgmation of
the pastoral cormmunities on the one band ard the rural and
urban commumities em the other into one solid end Integmel whole,
thus removing the present riflt which separates the two sides from
onz another.

Therefore much atteslion has besn paid in the last few  years,
both in Egypt and in Syria, to the question of setthng the nomads A
number of plzns and schemes have been drawnto this effect, ie. to create
new sedentary egricultural communities instead of the actual nomadic
and semi-nomadic proups of the desert. All these conternplated pro-
Jeets inlend Lo ingrease the cultivated area, to improve the pasturcs by
introducing new pasturesplapts of higher nutritive value where azd-
culture cannot thrive, to tap the unesed resources, to polish the exislipg
primitive cralls apd to cstablish new industries. The question of water
is congidered the corner-stone in ali these projects especially the projects
which are executed in the Western Desert.  In the following seclions,
we shall give a hricl account of the main prejects suggested by the
concerned aulhorities in both Egypt and Syria.

A. INEGYPT
1. The Wodi-el-Matrun Projeei.

Wadi-el-Natrun is an extended depression which lies spme 22
metres Below sea level and generally extends from the north-west to the
sputh-east. The length of the depression i3 abeut 60 kilomeires
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while is- average width is about 10 kilometres; itssouthern end is 30
kilomelres far from Cairo, end its portbern end is abaut 85 kilomeires far
jfrom Alexandria A Number of shallow lakes cover about the half
of the tota! arca of the depression. Some of these lakes become
completely dry dupring rhe summer. The Wedi is known as a nich
source of salt and patroon (carbopate of sodiom). Also a certain reed
called hzifa grows wildly there and is used by ik+ inhabitants in making
rough primitive maws for their own use.  Some of the mat predudisn,
however, finds limited markels in cerlain paris of the Delta. Ths
Depression  has always been regarded az a grazing ground for shesp
and poals, that only 25 feddors were under the polugh in 1932

According to the project, the extraction of =alt and nalroon,
which has been the monopoly of the Alexandria Salt and Soda Company
unlil June 1952, was put vnder governmental supervision. Because
of the high cost of the exiraclion, work is cartied out for only a short
season ¢ach year and then workers are diverisd to agriculture and to
work on Lhe reclaimzd lands. To exploit Lhe wasted and neglected
arable lands in the Depression, sobterranean water was lapped in a
number of places. By the end of 1954, some 400 feddans were brought
under 1the polugh, by the end of 1955 about B0C foddans were under
cultivalion; and by the end of 1957 more than 1,000 fedduns were
actually cullivated by the inhabitants of the srea. Serigus eflorts were
made to introduce the cultvation of fruits and vegmubles. Qo the other
hand, much attention was paid to the question of improving the produ-
ction of apimals through different methods of breeding, and encouraging
the inhabitants to change over to the improved breeds which eacel the
local amimals, This was met at first with much reluctzaee and resisiapcs,
but there are signs that the people are beginning to estimale the benefitz
of owning the improved breeds.  Moreover, a factory for manulacturing
carpets and rugs was eslablished by the Govermment. It gets a coaosi-
derable proportion of the raw wanl For the industry from local resourees,
whercas ils refatively small preduction finds readay maket in the
[arger cities in the Delta.

The point of parlicular inlerest here is that all the unskilled labour
employed in both the carpet industry and in the extraction of salt and
natroon are recrpited from the loezl inhabitzots. These workers bave
become sp accusiomed to setiled life that when the season of extra-
clion is over and work is temporarily suspended, they do not go back
to herding the animals, but they rather preler to get themselves engaged
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in agriculture, either as paid labour on the governmsulal tesarch farm
where fruits and vegetables are grown, or as private cullvators of small
pafthes of barley for their private consumption. FPaid jobs in the
factory or in the cxtraction industry and on the farm are very tempting
and inviling to the young men. It is undzrstood that the reclzimed lands
will be sold in due lime to the people, and it is also hoped that the deve-
lopment of these farms, which will be dedicated, according to the projeet,
te the srowing of fruils and vegelablzs, will }ead to the introduction of
b= canned foed industry. Thus the wtimale end of the project is to enhanes
sedentary life by introducing new industrizs which depend mainly on
the agrienltural products of the area. The distribution of the arahle
lands will serve as a supplementary mcans Lo attain that end.

1. Tke Qattara Depression Project

This project, which i3 sUl under consideralion, was not origi-
nally planned for the sole purpose of enforcing sedentary Lifs upon the
inhahitants of the area, although it will achieve this result in the end.
The project was primartly plapped with the defintte aim of the industd-
alisation of the zone, besides enlarging the area of the cultivated land
there. From what is already known about it, it ssoms that the starting
pointin it will be the digming of a long capal to connect the Mediterranean
at the villzzs of El-*Alamain and th= Depression which Hes some 10
kilpmetres to the south of the coast.  The Depresston is situated in the
middic of the distance between Alexandria and Meesa Matrouh, covering
atotal arcaof about 200,000 squarc kilometres.  The lowest poincin the
Depression lies some 134 metres below sca level,  The digging of the
capal will be carried out with the intention of transfurming a part of the
Depression into a large lake covering aa area of about 14,000 sgoare
kilomatres. It is expecled that the sea waier will rush towards the
Depressicn at such a force of 600 cubic feet per second. The force
of ‘the rushing water can then be used in turning factorics in the area,
and in generaling electric power neoessary for the industries which
will be 2slablished there. It will certainly take x very long time for
the lake to be filled up with water. Experts estimats, for example, that
it will take some 40 years before the water reachs 70 metres below sca-
level, and abogt 150 years before it reaches the 50 metres keight helow
sca-level. Some 1,300 years should pass hefore the Depressioa itself
is complzlely filled up with salt d=posils as a result of evaporation.
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The creatipn of this vast artificial lake will lemper the heat of
the arca and, owing to the perpetual evaporation from ths lake, it is
hoped that large amounts of rain will fall every year, thué making
possible the cubivation of vast streiches of land. Lands will also ha
sold to the people at pominal prices 5o as to encourage them to sette
down and to change to agriculture. Asin the case of the Wadi-El-Natrug
project, all the unskilled labour nseded for these industdes will be
rectuited from among the local inhahitanis,

Ifl. The Ras-el-Hikma Froject

This preject endeavours to deal with the problem of sedenta-
risatipn from a diferent angle. Uglike the Wadi-el-Natmn and
the Quattara Depression projects which consider indastrialisation
and increasing the cultivated area effective meaurss for setthng down,
thz Ras-El-Hikma preject tricd, on the contrary, to achleve that end
through improving the grazing poteatialitics of the Western Desert in
general and the Fuka-Ras-Hikma area in particular; apd also through
organising the use of pasture. It has been noted that the exgsssive
misuse of the pasture-plants and the yncontrolled grazing in the semi-
desert area have czused aridity and have, consequently, fed to pomadic
life in search for grass. Therefore, iF pasture.grasses could be develaped
and grazing could be organised, it would then be easy to render the
herders to'a form of sedepwry life in which they can paractise animal
fiusbandry in certain specific areas all the year round, without any need
for nomadism or for seasgmal movemenis. It is thought that ihe
execution of this project will Iead to the increase in animal produyction
as well as to ths interest ip intensive agriculture; a feature which hardly
exists among the nomads and the semi-nomads.  This project,, however,
like all the ather prejects contemplated For the Western Deseri, takes inlo
constderalion the fact Lhat the whole area extending along the corst
was very {entile and densely populated in the past. Since there is no
cvidnee of any major changes affecting the climatic conditions or the
amount of rainfall, then it is assumed that the apparent andity of the
soil and the npmadic way of life prevailing in the desert were due marely
to negligtnce on the part of the poople.

Ths area of Fuka and Ras-el-Hikma has been chosen for the
gxecutiom of the project for the following reasons :

a) Itis midway between Alexapdria and the village of Sallum on the
Epyplian-Libyan hgrders.
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b) Itis easy io reach the area by different means of traasport, for
it is located belween the coust and the railway lipe, and is
crossed through by the desert route running from Alexandria
te Sallum and then to Tripoli.

¢} There is enough land in the area for the realisation of the first
stage in thz project. The project envisages to grow pasture
erasses in an areq of about 25,000 feddans in that region alone.

d) The availability of fresh potable water from the water pipe-line
Eoing to Mersa Matrouh s well as from a large number of wells,

£) The region repesents the whole variation of soil and environmental
conditions prevziling io the Western Desert, and more panicularly
along thz cpast,

The small village of Ras-el-Hikma has been chosen as a suitable
place for the pilot project. A rescarch station was estahlished there
and the project itself was put uader the sponsorship of the Desert
Institute of Cairo. An area of about 7,500 feddans was seleteed and
fenced round for the pilot preject. Long researches have been conducted
to obtain adapted species of pzlatable pasiire grass which can stand
the drought and the summer heat, and other local conditions. Consi-
derable arzas have becn resecded with a large varicty of grasses and put
under close observalion to examine the rate of their growth, their resistance
o drought and heat, their ability to adaptalicn to the local environment,
as well as to investigate how palatable Lhey are especially to sheep.
Attention was given o the guestuon of sard duncs fixalion, and thousands
of droughl-resistant trees weie planted to that effect. Great efforts
were made to make better use of the available water resources. A
large number of Lhe old neglected wells and cisterns were cleangd out
apd put into function again, New wells were sunk and provided with
wind pumps. Selected hreeds of animals have been imported and put
under eXamipalion o stedy grazing management on the one hand,
and to what extent these breeds could be used in improving the lecal
brezd on the other. Besides, some less efforts were made to introduce
the culivation of fruils and vegetables in the area. Small quantities
of peas, beans, lomatoss apd other vegetables are grown, and the
tocal inhabitants are encouraged to get into the habit of using them in
their daily meals.
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But to cocourage sedentarisztion and Lo lempt the Bedouins
lo settle down and to make best use of thete improved conditions, the
people need Lo be provided as well with edequale habitation which
sqils this pew life. Tharefore, 2 scction of the land devoted Lo the pilot
project was divided into smaller plots in zach of which was built 2
“model’’ house to meet all the requirements of the Bedouin in the new
life. Each housz has its own small gerdsn whers vegetables and
fruils can he grown for private consumption, and i3 own agimal byre.
Wells, provided wilh wind-pumps, were also constructed to provide
the sztlers with watar for daily use and for the imigation of their gardens.

The pilot projsct has achicved, from the technaicul point of view,
excellent results, and there is every reason that Lhe original projeet
itself will realize similar results iF it i3 handled wilh the same care and
determination. Ths social entailments, however, are not yet clear. But
it can he generally said that the inhabitants of the arca have oot yet
shown encouraging sipns of interest in the projeet, in spite of the great
efforis made by the staff of the research station tostimulats this interest.

IV. Oiher Projeets

Governmental circles are also considering Some other minor
projects for a beiter exploitalion of the available water resources, for
increasing jthe cultivated area apd establishing new industries which
depend on the local agriculturzl produects, and consequently, for the sed-
entarisation of the nomadic groups. The most impartant of these projects
are those concerning the drilling of artesian wells and the construction
of water cislerns to conssrve water. A pumber of cistarns are now
undet construction in different parts of the desert. The most important
cisterny are those to be built at Wadi-el-Kharrouba near dMearsa hMatrouh,
A dam was constructed in 1953 at "Ageeba, also in the Malrouh area,
to keep Lhe rain water rushing down from Wadi-¢l-Ramleh from being
lost in the sands or in the sea Also, some 120 arlesian wells have been
sunk in the last faw years; more wells are still under constructicn, All
thesa wellz are drilled along the coastal zone and their yield of water
will be used ip the irmgation of the olive groves which will be grown
saon. Most of the projects concerned with water are carmied out by
the Deserl Irrigation Department?.

Seripus efforts are also made to extend the arca cultivated with
barley in the coasial zone and mere particularly in the El-Dah’™aa
zong, and to e¢ncourape the more settled inhabitantz io increass (heir

1. The sralemments mpade bere mefer to the sitoation as it was im 1953.
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production of figs, olives, waner-melon, el¢. A research centre bas been
esiablished at Burgcl-Arab to cacry out experiments conctrned with the
improvement of the producton of fruits and vegetablss. About 400
Sfeddams are dedicated for that purpose.

B. IN SYRIA

It has already been said that the physical and environmental
conditions in Lbe Syrian Desert ars much more favourable than those
prevailing in the Western Dcsert.  The Syrian Desert enjoys a larger
ammount of rainlsll, besides the actual existence of a qumber of rivers
and streams.  There are also vest stretches of cultivatable lands which
either li¢ fallow because of the shortage in labour, or are exploited by
2 stnall group of “big farmers** who secure high profits for themselves.
Therclore, all prajects of sedentarisation of the nomads deal at tha
same timc with the problems of land-ownership, land-reform and lapd-
redistribulion, The principle of conceding the ownership of State [ands
to the people was ¢xplicidy stated in the 1950 Constitution {(Anicle 22).
But Lkis was not brought into effect except much later when the Ministry
of Agriculture tried, in November 1952 and agaia in Yuanuary 1953,
to sell away a part of the State lapds Lo private ipdividuals at very
low prices. The land was divided into plots of 50 hectarss or 10k=clares
each according towhether it dependson rainor is irrigated directly from
the river. This has enabled certain nomadic groups tc own vast
stretehes of lund.  Perhaps the best example Lo illustrate this is Lhe
distibution of some 160,000 hectarzs (1,000,000 donems) of the Gegira
lands amdng the Shammar, the Jeboor and the Sharabicen clans, in
what is generally known as the Southern Rudd Project. The plots
were sold to the “peoor’” nomads who wacted (o settle down and
live in the villages which were built for that sgle purpose, i.6. to be the
dwelling places for the pew sedentary owners. The following conditi-
ons were laken into comsideration in selecting the new owners

a) ongioal inhahitants of the area, particulurly married persons, were
preferred to others:

b) really poor persons, i.e. thost who did not hold any land either
by ownership or tenancy, but who, nevertkeless, oweed mtans
of explaiting the land were given priority,
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¢} ncw owners should themselves till the land for three successive
years and should not dispese of it except aflter 15 years. Taxes
paid by the psw owners should not exceed onc - teath of the
crop at harvest time.

The plans as well as the executlion of the project were carned
out by Col. Mostafz Hamdoon, ths then Clan Officer at Hassaka,

A similar project is now undzr consideration which contem-
plates the distribution of some 50,000 hectares, apparently on simtilar
terms, among the clans in the Roje area to encoumage sedentainsation,
Besides, there are some other projects of scdeplarisation (al! of which
are still under consideration) such as the project of jebel Sam’aan
ko the north-west of Aleppo which will introduce the growing of vines
in vast areas of land; the Ghab project which cavisages the construction
of two dams to harpess the River Ast at Halfaya apd Roston and to
conserve the water pecessary for the irtigation of some 635000 hectares
in the Ghab area and the “Asharna plains; agd the Jebal-el-Drooz
projcet which also envisages the extenwve plantipg of vines. All these
projects coutemplate the- possibilty of settling down, in the end, soveral
thousands of the nomads and semi-nomads who live in Lhe respective
areas.

In point of fact, the Syrian authorities are contemplaling the
realisation of a ownber of projects o enlarge Lhe cultivated area, and
which will certainly affect the lives of the nomadic apd the semi-nomadic
groups there. Details of these projects fall beyond the scope aof this
survey, for they are primarilty concerned with problems of irrigation.
An account of these prejects could he found, however, in the Feaneinic
Development of Syria - A Repart of 3 Mission organised by the Inler-
nationa! Bank for Reconstruction end Development. (John Hopkins
Press, 1935).

General Remarks

The fallowing poinls emergs from the abovegs 2ccount of Lhe
projecis of sedeptarisation in both the Western Deszrt and the Syrian
Desgent.

a) Most of the projects tend to achieve sedenterisationat the expenss
of anima! husbandry er atleast, they do not give this vilalquestion
the due care and considcration, Perhaps the only exception
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b)

is the Ras-el-Hikms project which was orginally planasd to
realise pasture improvement iu the Western Desert and to arrange
for a better management of the grazing rescurces. This policy
may prove, in the end, 1o be harmful to the animal produclion
and pay entyl bad «ffecls on the animal wealth, and aggravate

12 meat situation. Thesa bad effects will be more obvinus in Egypt
where the amimal wealth is comparatively meagre that theusands
of heads of animals are imported every yrar from Cyrenaica, the
Sudan and Syrie itself. The giving of toe much consideration to
agriculture or tp agricultural industries may create a simliar situa-
tion in Syria also and may have drastic cffects on Syria’s external
trade, Livestock copstitutes a Fairly high preporton of Syria's
exportation (6.9 per cent, 6.5 per ceat, a2md 6.1 per cent.
of the lotal exportation in the years 1951, 1952 and 1953 respecti-
vely, This does not include exporls of wool, leather or animal
skin.)

All the projects rake into consideration the fact that it is impossible
to achieve sedenlarisalion without granuog the people the right
to own Lhe lands whichibey cultivate, The owmership of the Lind
will certainly create @ new sense of seturity which the people lack
under the present conditions. It will alse greats strong ties
between man and ke dand, thus inciting the people to give dee care
to their fields and cultivation. The question of conceding owaer-
ship of land to the inhabilants of the degert is still under consi-
deraiion,

Reacticn Lo the proposed sedentarisation projecls varies widely
from meee indifference to hostile resentment, according te whether
the inhabitants will get any benefits for themselves or will suffer
certain losses as g result of the exccution of these projects. Most
of thz ordinary people, however, react favoursbly and do welcome
any sedentarisation scheme which will entite them to own theland
and to provide Lhe fields with the pecessary water.  This favourable
attitude is more clear among the semi-scdentary groups who live
nearer o the ¢iti=s and towns and the larger lrade cealres and who,
thus, realise the privileges of sedcntary life. The. same atutude
is adopted by the groups whe have been accustomed to  wage
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labour and who have enjoyed all the facilities which money can
afford to provide, O the other hand, the more nomadic elags,
and more particularly the tribal chiels end the hesadmen of the
pomadic tribal szctions, openly express deep resentment and
indignation towards most of the projects, and display doubts
about the possibility of executing them to the desired ends, aad
the benefils which will he obtained from them. This is more
obvious among the nomads who live eear the Egyplian-Libyan
bordzrs and whe, thus, kaving prazing interests i both Egypt and
Cyrenaica. It is also clear among th: nomadic clans who inhabit
the southern partls (e.g. the Rowalla clans) and the caslern parw
(e.t, the Shammar and the Jeboor clans) of the Syrian desert and
who have grazing interests in Syria, Jordea and Saudi Arabia in
the casc of the Rowalla, and in Irag in the case of the Shammar
and the Jeboor. For all thosc fromtiers’claps, sedentarisation
means the abdication of these interests which they have oulside
their home-country.

Sedentarisation projocls in Syria contemplite the possibility of
transposing cerlain clans who are living upder less favourable
conditions, such a3 the Rowslla, to the Gezira region. Bat it seems
that such a measure, if taken, will be met with. much resistance
from both the Rowalla who are pot rzady to abandon their dwelling
area, and the local clansie. the Shammar apd the Jeboor clins
who are not willing to allow their land to fall inte the honds
of intruders. They regard the land as if 1t were Lheir own property
to the exclusion of all the other ¢clans. All the chicfs of the Rowalla
and e Shammar clins with whom I discussed that point invariably
admitted that any attcmgpt to enfores such mevements will lead
to ardent social strife, and perhaps to open war betwetn the con-
cerned tribes.

Apart from the social obstacles, sedealarisalion schemes are liable
to be encounlered by soms impeding physical obstacles espseially
the scarcity of the water which.is much needed for the irnigation of
the reclaimed lands. As it has already heen poted, Lhe problem
of water is a very crocial one. Rain is quite unreliable and erratic
¢specially in the ‘Western Desert and in the southern and eastem



pary of the Syrian Desert. The subterranean water is equally
unrelizble, for the flow may drop suddenly owing to the £xhaustion
of Lhe loeal resources of watcr which fced the wells. Arother
scrious difficulty which should be tackled with is the non-existence
of modern means of transport in both the Western and the Syrian
Deserts. It is wribly difficult to trevel in the Western Desert to the
south- of the narrow coastal zone. Itis almost impossible Lo find
adequate means of transport in the remater parts and hamlets
which lie far from the very few rpads in the Syrian Desert. The
development of agricultural ot indusuial or trade cenires will he
difficult to achieve ugless the problem of transportatien i3 solved
ot first in both doscrts,

The Social Effects of Secentarisation Schemey

The execulion of these projects will net pass without leaving
ihzir decp traces which will afcet pot only the Bedouin communitics,
but aisp the whole socicty at large. The creation of new industrial and
trade centres, the drift te industry and fo agriculture and to paid jobs
in gencral, the consequent increase in cash money in the hands of the
dwellers of both deserts as a result of this drifi, the redistribution of
tand and: the conscquent emergence of individual or private ownership,
the igereasing contacts with larger citizs and towns and the propagation
of edumlion will cerleinly entuil drasiic changes in the traditiopal
siructure of the Bedonin community. In other words, the projects
which are plapncd crginally to reach cerlain changes in the economic
life of the Bedouin community will lead, in one way or ancther, to deep
chenges in other spheres of the secial life, and more specifically
in the kinship and the political systems. Such changes bave already
taken place in certain parts in the Western Desert of Epypt, such
as El-"Arriya and Mersa Matrouh, where the people have becomne more
scttlad and are leading a more or less sedentacy life. The growing ecnse
of individuality and of economic ipdependence among the younger
gencratio: is the main factor responsibl: for these changes in the social
structure, as well as in the traditiona! paiterns of social relatiopshipes.
Being economically independent from his kia-group, the younz man
who i5 engaged in a paid job will have the chance Lo relisve himself
of the interference of his elders, which may lead in the end to the
breaking down of the Lolal strueture.
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The traditonal kinship system, round which revolves all ths social
lifein the desert, will be aflected more deeply than Lhe rest of the social
insttulions, if we leave apart the economic life. The core of this system
15 the cooperation of alarge number of agnatic kin who constitute one
corporate ecomomic unit in which the personality as well as the tighls
of theindividval are completely submerged by group interess. The
economic indcpendence of the individuals and the consequent separatory
trends  will lead to Lhe weakness in kinghip and lineage li=s and to the
shrinknge of the kin-group which zcta as # unit and Lo the eduction
of its size. The larper lincage-segments will thus disappear and will
Eive way to the emerezence of the ordinary elementary family which
prevails in the larger citizs and in the urban communities in geperal.
In fact, this type of family is beginning to dominatz the scence n the
larger villages of the two deserts such as Mersa Matroub in the Western
Desert and Raqaa and Deir- el-Zor in the Syrian Dresert.  All ihese
villages offer opporiunities of getiing engaged in tmde or paid johs.

The traditional political aystem will also suffer badly as & resylt
of the execution of the sedenlarisatlon prnimts and the growing of the
sonse of individuality end personal independence. It scems (hat Lhe
fear of the headman and tribal chiefs are fully justifisd ia this respect.
Apart from being fmposed under the direct rule of the local administra-
lve authorfities after sedenfarisatipa, the prestize and power of the
chiefs will be drastieally depreciated by the antipathy of the people them-
selves to their infervenlionin their affairs. This antipathy can actually be
tated among the more sedentary groups who live in the rural ceatres in
both deserts. The general tendoncy among thess groups is to overlook,
somelmes Lo ignore, the authority of the traditional chiels. Thus, it
thould be expocted that the cocrcive and almost absolute powers enjoyed
by Whe tribal chiefs of ths wore nomadic tribes and clans, especially
those iphabiting the Syrian desert, will be grealty demeaned by seden-
tarisation. Yet the curb imposed upon the authority of the chiefls
and their status as eminent political figun:s and the graduval acceptance
of the administrative authority will provide, on the other hapd, and as
it has already been szid, an efeclive means for social contral in the
two deserts. Under the present tribal organisation, chiefs are liable
to misuse Lheir authority and to be a real source of unrest and threatening
mendes to peace. The abolishing of nomadism will pat an end to the
illegal activilies of the trihal chiefs.
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The socizl achivements of the projects will, by no means, be
less imporiant than the economic results, 2lthough they are seldom envi-
saged beforehand by the conesrned authoritics when contemplating
the original schemes, The emerngencs of the asw life which depends
mainly en-intensive agricylture and on certain agricultural industries
will encourage migration to the new egricu'tural and industrial centres
which will be established in the deszrl. Perhzps this will be maors obvious
in the Westarn Descrt of Egypt where some of the proposed projects do
take into consideration the possibility of moving a certain  number of
the more trained péatants from the Delta to rehabilitale the desert.
especially the coastal zone, 2nd to cultivate the reclaimed lands. As it
hasg alrcady been said, ali the skilled lzbour nzeded for the new industries
will be reeruited from the Nile Valley, and more parlicularly from Alex-
andria.  Thus, it is expected that the creation of these new indusidal
and commercial centres in th: Western Desert will 12ad to the absorplion,
in the dxert, of a certain propttion of the inhabitants of the Dalte and
will thus contribute towards solving thc problem of the inereasing
population of Egypt. Although Syria, on Lhe other hand, is generzlly
regarded as underpopulaled, a large proportion of its pepulation is
concenbrated in a lew towns and cities leaving the rest of the country,
and especially the vast zed rich areas in the east and the nesthsush es
the Gezira region, with only a very thin population It is also hoped
herz that the agricultural and economic develepment which will be
realised in these areas through the differeat irvigation and {and reform
schemes will draw & cerlain perceniage of the population from the
the gver-poputaled regions. At presenl, scasenzl migratory movemenls
laks place at harvest Lime. More skilled peasans from Aleppo go to
the Gezira area every year to help in the cultivation and the picking of
cotlon as well as ip harvesting grain. The executien of the sedenturi-
sation projects in the ‘Syrian Desert will thus lead to.a more even
distributinn of 1he population.

Porbaps the moest important schievement of the sedentarisation
prajests will be the diminpishing of the cultural! differences which now
exist hetwzen the Bedouins of deserts on the one Eand and the inhahitants
of the rural and urban communities on the slher. Common valuss
and putterns of thought will prevail all over the whole socicty with all
ils different sectors as a result of applying the rural and urban modes
of livelihood to the desert areas.
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¥II. CUSTOMARY LAW

Oenergl Remarics

Judigial procedures and legal systems among the Bedouins of
both Egypt and Syria follew, on the whole, certain rules and principles
1mpostd by custom and defined by traditon. Law in the sense of
imposed and written texts js nat known to them except when the admi-
nistrative guthorities inlerfere into heir affairs. Traditional or custo-
mary rules regulating their life and social relationships are kept alive
in the memories of their elders and chiefs who look inte their disputes
ard jettle them according Lo these rules, and the judgments given by
these elders and chicfs bave to be accepted by the disputants. This
is especially obvicus among the trus nomadic groups in bolh deserts.
Turidical apihority, in this sense, is distributed within the trbe along
the same lines of bifurcation by which the tribe itsell is segmented.
Thiz menns that each kinship unit, however small, bas its own chiel
ot chiefs to look into the dispules of its members. Thus, the dizputes
whick oceur between two members of Lhe same lineage are refersed
to the elders of that lipeage while thase which rise batween members
of the different lineages of the same clan are seitled by chiefs of that
clan, and s¢ on. The disputes which ariss between differept tribes can
lead to open war, but they somelimes are put Lo arbitration. Prolonged
raids, or ¢ven wars, in the anthropolegical sense of Lhe word, betwecn
the conflicting tribes are more apparent in the Syrian Desert whers
armed elashes olten break out not only on the pasture-lands bat alsa
on minor disputes.

Intra-tribal dispules are generally scttled quickly so a3 to meaintain
internal solidaricy apd homeseneity of the tribe. This depends, however,
on Lthe density. of the social interrelations between the disputants, ie,
tke stropger Lhe relations and interactions between the couflicting
segments the more quickly setilement is sought and reached, apd the
weaker the interactions in day-to-day life 1he slower tbe process for
setilipg the dispute. But in any case, an accepted solution by all thg
concerned parties should be reached as quickly a3 possible. The
general tendency in bolh daserls is to treat the dispules whick ocour
within the tribe, 2nd more particularly within its smaller scgments, a9
domestic effairs which should be dealt with privately and without the
intervention of a third parey or an culsider. An arbitrator nesds oot
be a pelitical tribgl chief. An old wise man whe is well informed of
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the customs and traditions of the tribe, or a religious functionary, is
usually preferred as medirtor to the polilical chief. There are a fow
stch men in cach elan whose opinion and judgment are always given
high consideration and are generally accepted by Lhe conficting parties.
They do not interfere unless they are invited, but once they are appro-
ached to de so they cannot decline ihe invitation Lo mediation. In
fact, pelitical chisfs of the sedeniary clans also do not intervene of
thesr own accord cxcept in the case of grave disputes which may threaten
the solidarity of the kin-group or when it is feared that Lhe disputants
may resart to force or to collective violence which may involve a number
of inbal segments. Whatever might be (he caze, viplence is not likely
to be used in disputes between scgments of the sam= clan however
scrious may be Lhe disputes and however grave are the offences which
cause them,; whereas minor oftnees or disagieement between strangers
who helong. to different ¢lans {in the case of Egypt) or to diferent trihes
{in the case of Syria) may flare up into violent hostilitias in which physical
Force is used .

Chiefs on the wole, and mors especially those of the sedentary
clans, like to play the role of the pacifying mediator, although the chiefs
of the pomadic groups of Syria can easily resort to coercion if ke need
ariszs. As it has alrcady been said, the tribal chiefs in Syria still enjoy
high authority and are regarded with respect and awe. In nomadic
clans Lhere is no higher “native” authority to appeal lo; their word is
law and their decisions are final judgments. They usually scek the
advice and opinion of Lhe lincage-chiefs and the relizious Funclionaries
and old men who are generally called by the Syrians ‘Awargf, i, e. “those
who know well”, before givipg their decisions. The system of ihe
*Awaref is a well-established inslifution ameng the nothern daps
of Sytiz and more pardcularly among (he fronticrs clans who live
near tae Imgi-Syman borders such as the Shammar and teh Jeboor.
The system in not known, or at least does not take the form of imst-
tution, among the ¢lans which inhabit the Damatcus area or these who
live near Huran and Bzlga-a. There, the chicl is regarded a3 the sole
and supreme judge. The Shammar claps say that their continwal
movements and the loo many and too complicated respensihilities
and preoccuptions of their tribal chiels have ohliged thoss chiefs to
abdicate the judicial functon to the Aweref. A man is likely to hecome
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an 'drefa because his fahter was eccupying that offics and (hus be had
chance to sce him looking into disputes, which action i3 kely to give
him insight and to davelop his sensz of good judgment.

Responsibility

The general lendeacy. to seth compromise shows that there is
moere inclination to comsider disputes and offences as private affairs
rather than social or public erimes. Unless the culprit is a habitual
malefaclor, the afznce is more likely to be enamined and sctiled within
the narrowest passible circle. In other words, an offence is usually
regarded as directed against the individual or an agnatic kin-group aod
1t is only the twe partiss concemned whe preoccupy themselves with saitling
it. This dots not meon the absence of all social reaction; the soclety
rather cxpresses ils opinion in an uncrganised way by boycotting the
wrongdoer and aveiding his immediate agnates. This mezns that
responsibility i3 considered to fall on (ke agnatic group rather than on the
individual wrongdoer. All his agnalic kin and more particularly his near
kin are, partially at leasl, responsible for his bad behaviour. They are
mbuked becanse of their failure lo control his actions; they are avioded
bry the people and they are ragaded as equally respensibla for the payment
of any indemnificalipn. They are also exposed to retaliation in cascs of
homicide. Om the other hand, injories inflicted on a clansman by a
man who belongs to ancther elan are usually resented by all the viclim's
Kinsmen, and to a less degree by his clunsmen, who scek indemmificliion
or inflict retributiopn. This principle of collective resporsibility is the
cause of the actual institution of clan-vepgeance or blopd fepd.

Somelimes, respomsibility may extend heyond the circle of the
culprit’s clansmen. Any person who, directly or indirecty, tekss part
or contribules to the actual exesulion of the offence Is considered
rsponsibie far the injucy inflicted upoa this victim, and is, constquently;
reprimapded. Sometimes he has to contlribute towards the payment
of compensation which may be claimed by the victim's kinsmen. To give
an exemple: A viglent discussion betwesn two persons &illing in a calé
at Mersa Malrauh led to & sudden quarrel between them. A numbet
of the customers as well as other persons who came on the spot o sup-
port one or the other of the two partics were soon involved in the quarrel,
in whick the two parlies used clubs and chajrs. A man was hit.on
the head hy a chair and fell dead. The owner of the café was considered
co-responsible for this, sines it was his chair which was used as a tool
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in comreitlipg the crime. Thus, hs had to contribute a cerlzin share
in the compensation paid to the family of the dead man. Oences
commitled by a man against one of his own clansmen do not, as a role,
involve apy other persen besides the wrengdocer, and in most case2 po
action i3 taken against kim, This ruleis followed to keep the solida-
tity of the clan,

Retalitation and Compensation

The principle of collective Tesposiblity, generally accepted by Uz
mere pomadic groups, usually leads to the retaliation not from ihe
offender himsedf but from seme other member or members of his clan,
Retaliation for capital crimes are actually regarded, at least by the
nomadic clans, pot caly as a punishment exacted on the wivogdoer
and his kin-group for the offence, but also a3 an e¢ffective me=asure by
which the clan of the wronged person can resiore its eswem and rein-
state its social position. The existence of systematie legal procedure and
of lzgal authorities in the two deserts does not prevent from applying
the principle of retaliation. But it should be noted that the scdentary
groups and the semi-pomads are less inclined to resort to retaliation
then ihe nomadic groups. The payment of compensation is, hoviever,
gaining land all the Ume, even amang the romadic groups, at the expense
of relaliatisn,

The whole principle of compensation agd the rules regulatipg
the amount to be paid in each ease arc strictly defined by tradition and
are pencrally accepted by all the Bedopuis who prefer to settlo their
disputes with peaceful means and  witkout the interfernce of the admi-
mistralive guthorites.  Cenain factors are taken into consideration when
estimaling compensation. In ihe first place, 1he amount depends
on the social status of the clan lo which the wronged person of persons
belong. Thus, the compensation paid to 2 man who  belongs to Lks
Morazbiteen clans in the Western Desert for cxample is vsually the half of
that paid for a similar erime or offepce inflicted or a persgn who belongs
to the Saadi clans. The only exception from this rule is the Sereihat,
the Mareerat and the Smallus of the Morabitcen who, hecayse of the
aid they gave to the Awlad Al during their lopg wars, arc entitled Lo
{ull compensation. The question of criminal intent is another impo-
rtant factor in determining the amount of compensaltion, at least amons
the Bedouins of the Westeen Desert. Thus, bloodwealth paid for intent
homicide is £E.400; while that for the casual murder of a person without
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any previous intent is only £€.300. Bloodwealth in the Syran Desert,
on the other hapd, seems fo be subject to lengthy hagcling between
the twe parlies. The amount of bloodwealth also differs accordicg
lo sex. Bloodwealth paid for the murder of a woman is usually the
half of that paid for the murder of 2 man. The only exception to this
is the sysiem follawed among the Shammar clans who consider it a shame
to kll a2 woman. Therefore, the bloodwealth paid for the murder
of 2 woman there is four w eight times that paid for the murder of a
man. Lastly , the amount of compensation depends an the nature of
the offence or the crime apd Lthe damags or loss siiffered by the wronged
party. A cerlain expert known as the neddogr (lit, Lhe man whe sees)
examines the damage caused by the culpeit agd the amount of compe-
mszUon is estimatsd accordingly. The two concerned parties should
agree at.first on the person of the reddzar before he could investigate
lhe dzmages. To illustrate by & few examples from the Westwern Desert ¢

2} Compensalion for surface wounds varies beiwssn 215 and 200
piastres

b) Compensation for dezp cuts which go through the flash but without
breaking the hones varies between PLT. 350 and 7350,

©) Thelozs of an eye is compensated for by the payment of half of the
usual bloodweslth, Le. £ E. 200 or £ E. 160 according to whelher
the injurcd party belongs to the Awlad Ali or to the Mombiteen
clans respectively, The same amount 18 paid as compensalion for
the loss of an ear, or &n arm, of a foot?

d) Stolen aazimals and objects are restituted or compensated for.
An ¢xire fine called kabbora should be paid to the wronged
party |

e) Compensation fer aduliery with a virgin is £.B. 20, unless the
man aprees to marry the girl. In this caze the man pays the cusio-
mary bridewealth which is usually paid for the virgin at their marri-
age. Compentation for adultery with & maried woman is also
£E. 20 which should be paid to the hushand and not to the woman’s
father. In this case the husband can keep his wife. But if the
hushand prefers Lo divorce Lhe wife becauss of her sin, then the
adulterer is obliged to pay him the bridewealth hes gave her on
their marriage. In this latter cace, the adullerer is entilled, if
he 50 wishes, to marry the woman without eny further payments
on his part wo'her family. A husband catching an adullerer in
Hagrente delicto has the right (o kill him without being expozed to
retaliation of to paying the bloodwealth.
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Evidence and Oath

Customary l[cge] procedures in both deserts do not depepd much
on evidence, for revealing the truth. In fact, the people abstain from
evidence, for it is likely to involve the witness and the party against whom
he gives evidence and their respective families into endless troubles.
The same attitude still prevails even among the morc sedenury groups
who carty their disputes to ordinary courls of law tu the larger towns;
for the witness is regarded as responsible for any harm that may befall the
accused persor s & result of the evidence he gives. This may lead
to inflicling tertain sanctions upon the witness and imposing heavy
obligations on him towards the accused person himself and his family.
The accused person, however, is expected to ke the oath to his
innocerice especially when there is not enough evidence. A man
who refuses to take Lthe path is automatically considered guilty and
loses his case. In major offences, such as homicide and the seduction
of young girls, the path taken by Lhe aceused pesron o his innocence
is not accepted by the plaintiffs unless it is sponsered and supporied by
a number of the defendant’s clapsmen. Thest men, who are usually
chosen for that purpose by the wronged party acd who are generally
known by their piety and honesty, take also the oath with the accused
person o clear him out of the crime. The abstention from taking.
Lhe oath by one siegle man from the chosen party 15 laken as cnaugh
evidence Lo the guilt of the accuscd ptrson. The number of these men
varies from case lo case according to the seriousness of lhe oflcnce.
Thus :

2} In cases o homeide, the oath should be taken by 55 men.  This
is the common praclice in both the Westetn Dcsert and the Syrian

Desert. This is called * ihe oath of the murdered soul”, and if
one person fails to take it, the bloodwealth should be paid.

b} Incases of injuries apd ofences which are usually compensated
for hy the payment of half the amount of bloodwealth (such as
in the case of lpaing an eye.) the oath should be taken by 27 persons.

¢} In cases of destroying wells, ficlds, bomestsads and other wvital
property, and in cases of disputes about the owunership of these
‘things, the cath should be taken by 25 persons.

d) Three or four persons should take the oath in cases of disputes
about debts under 10 pounds.
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Curtormary Law and Modern Law

The recent introduction of modern law to the desert areas has led,
especially in the more sedenlary communities of the Western Desert,
te zn obvicus duality in the judicial erganisation and procedures there.
For the customary law and the traditional tribal arbitrators are still
functioning eide by side with the modern courts of law. The two systems,
however, are regareded to be complementary, in the sense that when
on¢ system fails to reach a conelusive result the other may be tried, but
this does not entail that a dispute should always go throuph & rigid end
gradual order of procedures, thus passing from one procedure which
is considered lower and inferior to another which is higher and superior.
Litigapls cap actually put their cases before the judicial body which
they think more snitable to reach a conclusion. While litiganls who
have no faith in the impartiality of the tribal chiefs put their disputes
before the medern law court, other litigants may wilhdraw their
cases from the civil court and put them before the natve arbitarators
il' the court fails to reach a guick scttlement.

There are three types of law courls to which disputes may be
referred, according to the pature of the dispute or the offence itself.
All domestic situations which rise from diverce or which may lead to
divorce are put before the Shari’ah court This court does not play
an ¢ffective role in maintznining (he secizl order in the community,
for it deals with one type of dispute and only a few cases are hrought
to it every year. Dispuies over Lhe right of exploiting (he land, ihe rights
in inkeritance or the payment of debts, ete. ie. the cises which come
under civil law, are referred to o civil court, while quarrels in which
viclence and physical foree are used, cases of theft or rape and other
offénces which come uader the penal law are brought before a military
court. Sharf’af courts-have been very recentiy sholished from Egypt
and all the dispules which were orginally hrought to them are .now
referred 1o ordipary civil courts,

The people consider the way in which the military court handles
uﬂ‘enmsq and its verdicts, which vary betwecn heavy fnes and Imprison-
meat for 2 numbher of ycars, as exceptionally harsh. The impartial exa-
minalion of the cases of offepse and transgression, and the verdicts
which are brought on the sole basis of the findigs without giving weight
to any other consideralion, such as the personal or social relations
hetween the defendant apd the plaintiff and their respeclive families
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ard lineages usually leave deep traves of bitterness and may hreed further
hostililies between them. The military court issues its vardicts with
the sole purpose of inflicting punishment on the wrongdoer. it docs aot
seek to vetrieve the loss or the resitution of the injury, its verdicts are
repreasive. On the ather hand, most of the cases which are ‘brought
before the civil court remain for a long time without being settled, The
judges who usually come from urban communitics find ‘themselves at a
loss to understand the complicated systems of owntrship and usofruct
and the relation between retidence and rights of cxplaitation ete, In
many cases the litigants realise the loss and damage they suffer from
such long delays and so they scttle their disputes by the ordirary patve
msthods of arbitration and withdraw their cases from the court.

To reach a'compromise between both systems of legal procedure
especially in dealing with major crimes such as homicide, the concerned
authorities in both dzserts do their best now io leave the duty ot setls
Lthese disputes to the tribal chiefs and the traditipnal atbitrators, under
the auspices and the supervison of the local administration. The
edministration is therefore represzated on the native courts, and all
settlernenty or verdicts reached in this way are ratifisd by the authoritics.
It is generally thought, however, that oue of the most effective measures
that should be taken to achicve the sedentarisation of pomads is the
ebolishipg of the palive coyrts.

RECOMMENDATIQNS

The following recommendatons have been suggested to me
during private interviews with officials concernzd with the problems
of sedenlerisalion in hoth the Western Desert and the Syrian Desert.
These recommendations are regarded by those officials as eMeclive
measures which are Likely to hasten the process of settling down ihe
nomadic and the semi-nomadic groups. They put much stress on the
cconomic side, or rather on ths queston of changing the modes of
livelihood which prevail in the desert apd comsider such changes the
corner-stone in any programme designated for permanent scttlement
of thesz gronps. Changes in the ecomomic system will lead to fundame-
ntal changes in the tow! social structure, as it has already been indicated.
On the other hand, it is generally felt that any changes which may
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affect the lifs of Lhe people should be introduced only with the consent
and, if possible, the parlicipation of the peopls themselves. Tt should
be noted, however, that some of thess recommendations are now uadst
actual execution while the others ere stll under considerabion.

1. State lands should be distributed among the Bedouing, and
small holdings should be ¢ncouaraged whils strict measures should
be taken against holding large estales. A legislation to (his cfiect was
issued in Syria in September 1958, and a similar legislalion i3 sill under
consideration by which the lands of the Western Desert will be
distributed amoeng the inhabitants of cortaip aress.

IL Due attention should be paid to the execution of irrigation
schemes in Syria end to the bonng of artesian wells and the conslruc-
tion of cisterns in the Western Desert.

IIIL. Consideration shonld alse b given to the question of
improving the tecknical and agriculrural standards of the people and
o the mechanisation of agriculture, especially in Syria where the vast
steretches of arzble land gllow for the using of modern machings in
cultivatung (ke fields. New agricultural industries should be eslabli-
shed in different centres in both dezserts.  The people sheuld get enough
informal agricultural education through the cinema and the radie.
Also systematic and formal cduecation sheould he exlended to them,
Ta achicve these results agricultural schocls should be established in the
larger and more crowded areas.

IV, Native chiels, especidly those of the nomadic cluns in
Syria, should be hrought under the close control of the administrative
authorities. Severe checks should be imposed on their power. It
iz penerally held in official circles that (he customary law.and the tribal
courts shonld be abolished, and that the Redouin tribes fhould be brought
under civil legislation.

Y. Spcial services should be extended to the desert and semi-
desert areas especially with regard to public health and the housing
sitvation.

¥I. Untl the contemplated projects of sedentaricalion are
actoally realised the movments of the nomadic clans, especially those
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dweiling near the froniiers, should be put uader clofe ohservaton,
All clapsmen sheould carry idenlty cards to specily their nauonality.
Crimes and criminals can thus be easily controlled.

VII. Sipece the culture of any specific people form an organic
unit in the sense that a change in ooz aspect will have repercussions
on other aspects, it ig thought as essential that any development project
thould be preceded by a thorough study of that particular culwre.
Sociglogical problems of the deserts’ inhahitants should thos be studied
side by gide with the problems of water or lapd or pasture. Such
studies are badly needed with regard to the Syrian Desert and its tribes,
The depariments of Sociclogy and Anthropology in the Egyptian
Univereities, as well as the Desert Ipstitute of Cairp have done well
towards accomplishing suchb studies in the Western Desert. Confersnces
and teminars should also be Invited every year, or every other year,
to discuss the problems of the arid 2zone in general and the problems
of sedentarisarion of nomads in particular,
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