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dweiling near the froniiers, should be put uader clofe ohservaron,
All clapsmen sheuld carry idenuty cards to specily their nauonality.
Crimes and criminals can thus be easily controlled.

VII. Sipce the culture of any specific people form an organic
unit in the sense that a change in ooz aspect will have repercussions
on other aspects, it ig thought as essential that any development project
thould be preceded by a thorough study of that particular culwre.
Sociglogical problems of the deserts’ inhahitants should thos be studied
side by gide with the problems of water or land or pasture. Such
studies are badly needed with regard to the Syrian Desert and its tribes,
The depariments of Sociclogy and Anthropology in the Egyptian
Univereities, as well as the Desert Ipstitute of Cairp have done well
towards accomplishing suchb studies in the Western Desert. Confersnces
and teminars should also be invited every year, or every other year,
to discuss the problems of the arid Zzone in general and the problems
of sedentarisarion of nomads in particular,
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affect the lif2 of e peopls should be introduced only with the consent
and, if possible, the parlicipation of the peopls themselves. Tt should
be noted, however, that some of thesz resommendations are now vadst
actual executien while the others are sill under considerabon.

1. Stare lapds should be distributed among the Bedouing, and
small holdings should be encouraged while strict measures shonld
be taken sgainst kolding large estates. A legislation to this cffect was
issued in Syria in September 1938, and a similar legislalion i3 still under
congideration by which the lands of the Western Desert will be
distributed ameng the inhabitants of certain areas.

II. Due attention should be paid to the ¢xecution of irrigalion
schemes in Syria end to the beorng of artesian wells and the consiioc-
tipn of cisterns in the Western Dasert.

IIL. Consideration should alse b given to the question of
improving the technical and agricultural standards of the people and
o the mechanisation of agriculture, especially in Syria where the vast
steretches of arehle land gllow for the using of modern machinss in
cultivaung (ke fields. New agricultural industries should be eslabli-
shed in different centres in both d=serts, The people should get encugh
informal agrigultyral education through the cinems and the radie.
Also systematic and formal ¢ducation should he extended to Lhem,
To achitve these results ggricnltural schoels should be established in the
larger and more crowded areas.

I¥. Naive chiels, especidly those of the nomadie cluns in
Syria, should be hrought under the close conlrol of the admimistrative
authorities. Severe checks should be imposed on their power. It
i3 penerally held in official circles that the customary law.and the tribal
courts shenld be abolished, and that the Bedouin tribes Should be brought
under civil legislation.

¥. Socal sefvices should be extended to the desert and semi-
desert areas especially with regard to public health and the housing
sittaton.

¥I. Untl the contemplated projects of sedentaricalion are
actoally realised the movments of the nomadic clans, especially those

132



ard lineages usually leave deep traves of bitterpess and may hreed further
bostiliics between them. The military coart issues its verdicts with
the =ole purpose of inflicting punishment on the wrongdeer. it docs aot
seck to retrisve the Ioss or the resitution of the injury, Its verdiets are
repreasive. On the other hand, most of the cases which are brought
before the civil court remain for 2 long time without being settled, The
judges who usually comefrom uwrban communines find themsslves at a
loss to understand the complicated systems of ownership and usufruct
and the relation between retidence and rights of explaitation ete, In
many cases the litigants realise the loss and damage they suffer from
such long delays and so they scitle their disputes by the prdinary pztve
methods of arbitration and withdraw their cases from the courL

To reach acompromise between both systems of legal procedure
especially in dealing with major crimes such as bomicide, the concerned
authorities in both desarts do their best now Lo leave the duty ot setils
Lhese disputes to the tribal chiefs and the traditional atbiteators, under
the auspices and the supervison of the loeal administration. The
edministration is Lherefore represented on the native courts, and all
settlements or verdicts reached in this way are ratified by ths authoritics.
It is generally thought, however, that one of the most efective measures
that should be taken to achicve the sedentarisation of nomads is the
ebolishing of the palive canrts,

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommepdations have been suggested to me
during private interviews with officials concernsd with the problems
of sedenlerisalion in both the Western Desert and the Syrian Descrt.
These recommendations are regarded by those officials as effective
measures which are likely to hastea the process of settling down ihe
nomadic and the semi-nomadic groups. They put much stress on the
¢conomic side, or rather on ths guestion of changing the modes of
livelihood which prevail in the desert and comsider such changes the
corner-stone in any programme designated for permanent scttlement
of thes: grosps. Changes in the ecomomic system will lead to fundame-
ntal chapges in the totwl social structure, as it has already been indicated.
On the other hapd, it is geperally felt that any changes which may
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Curtormary Law and Modern Law

The recent introduction of modern law to the desert areas has led,
especially in the more sedenlary communities of the Western Desert,
te zn obvicus duality in the judicial erganisation and procedures there.
For the customary law and the traditional tribal arbitrators are still
functioning eide by side with the modern courts of law. The two systems,
however, are regareded to be complementary, in the sense that when
on¢ system fails to reach a conelusive result the other may be tried, but
this does not entail that a dispute should always go throuph & rigid end
gradual order of procedures, thus passing from one procedure which
is considered lower and inferior to another which is higher and superior.
Litigapls can actually put their cases before the judicial body which
they think more snitable to reach a conclusion. While litiganls who
have no faith in the impartiality of the tribal chiefs put their disputes
before the medern law court, other litigants may wilhdraw their
cases from the civil court and put them before the native arbitarators
il the court fails to reach a guick scttlement.

There are three types of law courls to which disputes may be
referred, according to the pature of the dispute or the offence itself.
All domestic situations which rise from diverce or which may lead to
divorce are put before the Shari’ah court This court does not play
an ¢ffective role in maintznining (he secizl order in the community,
for it deals with one type of dispute and only a few cases are hrought
to it every year. Dispuies over Lhe right of exploiting (he land, ihe rights
in inkeritance or the payment of debts, ete. ie. the cises which come
under civil law, are referred to o civil court, while quarrels in which
viclence and physical foree are used, cases of theft or rape and other
offtnces which come uader the penal law are brought before a military
court. Sharf’af courts have been very recentiy sholished from Egypt
and all the dispules which were orginally hrought to them are .now
referred lo ordipary civil courts,

The people consider the way in which the military court handles
uﬂ‘enmsq and its verdicts, which vary betwecn heavy fincs and Imprison-
meat for 2 numbher of ycars, as exceptionally harsh. The impartial exa-
minalion of the cases of offepse and transgression, and the verdicts
which are brought on the sole basis of the findigs without giving weight
to any other consideralion, such as the personal or social relations
hetween the defendant apd the plaintiff and their respeclive families
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Evidence and Oath

Customary [cge] procedures in both deserts do not depepd much
on evidence, for revealing the truth. In fact, the people abstain from
evidence, for it is likely to involve the witness and the party against whom
he gives evidence and their respective families into endless troubles.
The sams attitude still prevails even among the more sedéntiry groups
who carry their disputes to ordigary courls of law iu the larger towns;
for the witness is rerarded as responsible for agy harm that may befall the
accustd persor as & result of the evidence he gives. This may lead
to inficling certain sanctions upou the witness and imposing heavy
obligations on him towards the accused person himself and his family.
The accused person, however, is expected to lake the gath to his
innocence especially when ihere is not enough evidence. A man
who tefuses to take Lhe path is automatically considered guilty and
loses his ase. In major offences, such as homicide and the seduction
of young girls, the path taken by Lhe aceused pesron o his innocence
is not accepted by the plaintiffs ualess it is sponsored and supporied by
a number of the defendant’s clapsmen. These men, who are usually
chosen for that purpuse by the wronged party and who are generally
known by their piety and honesty, take else the oath with the accused
person to clear him out of the crime. The abstention from taking.
Lhe oath by one siegle man from the chosen party 15 Laken as enaugh
evidence Lo the guilt of the accuscd ptrson. The number of these men
varies from case lo case according to the seriousness of lhe oflcnce.
Thus :

2} In cases af homeide, the cath should be taken by 55 mea.  This
is the ¢common praclice in both the Western Desert and the Syrian

Desert. This is called * ihe oath of Lke murdered soul”, and if
one person fails to take it, the bloodwealth should be paid.

b) Incases of injuries apd offences which are usually compensated
for hy the payment of half the amount of bloodwealth (such as
in the case of losinp an eye.) the oath should be taken by 27 persons.

¢} In cases of destroying wells, ficlds, bomesteads and other wvital
propecty, and in cases of disputes about Lhe gwnership of these
‘things, the oath should be taken by 25 persons.

d) Three or four parsons should take the cath in casey of dispates
about debts under 10 pounds.
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any previous inteot is only £€.300. Blogdwealth in the Syran Desert,
on the pther hand, seems fo he subjact to lengthy hagoling between
the twe parlies. The amount of bloodwealth also differs accordicg
o sex. Bloodwealth paid for the murder of a woman is usually the
half of that paid for the murder of 2 man. The only ¢xception to this
is the sysiem followed among the Shammar clans who consider it a shame
to kill a2 woman. Therefore, the bloodwealth paid for the murder
of 2 woman there is four 1w eight times that paid for the murder of a
man. Lastly, the amount of compensabion depends gn the natore of
the offenct or the crime apd the damags or loss suffered by the wronged
party. A cerlain expert known as the neddogr (lit, Lhe man whe szes)
examines the damage caused by the culpeit agd the amount of compe-
nsalon is eslimatsd accordingly. The two concerned partics should
agree at.first on the person of the reddzar before he could investigate
lhe damages. To illustrate by a few examples from the Western Desert :

a} Compensation for surface wounds variss beiwesn 214 and 200
piastres

b) Compensation for desp cuts which go throngh the fssh but without
breaking the bonges varies between P.T, 350 and 750,

c) Theloss of an eye is compensated for by the payment of half of the
usual bloodweslth, ie. £ E. 200 or £ E. 160 according to whether
the injured party belongs to the Awlad Ali ot to the Mombiteen
clans respectively, The same amcunt i3 paid as compensalion for
the lass of an ezr, or an afm, or a foot;

d) Siolen animals and cbjects are restituted or compensated for.
An exira fine calied kabbora should be paid to the wrenged
party ,

e) Compensation for aduliery with a virgin is £.B. 20, unless the
man agrees to marry the girl. In this case the man pays the custo-
mary bridewealth which is usually paid for the virgin at theiy marri-
age. Compensalion for adultery with 2 married woman is also
£E. 20 which should be paid to the huthand and not to Lhe woman’s
father. In this case the hushand can keep his wife. But if the
hushand prefers Lo divorce Lhe wife becanss of her sin, then the
adulterer is obliged to pay him the brdewealth hs gave her on
their mardage. In this latter case, the adullerer is entitled, if
he 50 wishes, to marry th: woman without eny further payments
on his part wher family. A husband catching an adullerer in
Hagrente delicto has ths right 1o kill him without being exposad to
retaliation of to paying the bloodwealth.
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in comreitting the crime. Thus, he had to contribute a cerlzin share
in the compensation paid to the family of the dead man. Ofences
commitled by a man against one of his own clansmen do net, as a rule,
involve any other person besides the wrongdocer, and in most cases po
action s taken against him. This ruleis followed to keep the solida-
tity of the cian.

Retalitation and Compensation

Tiw principle of collective resposiblity, generally accepted by e
more nomadic groups, useally leads to the retaliation not from ihe
offender himsell but from seme other member or members of his clan.
Reraliation for capial crimes are actually regarded, at least by the
nomadic clans, pot oaly as & punishment exacted on the wrongdoer
and his kin-group for the offence, but also a3 an ¢flective measure by
which the clan of the wronged person can tesiore its eswem and rein-
state it3 sptial position. The existence of systematie Yegal procedure and
of l2gal authorities in the twe deserts does not prevent from applying
the principle of retaliation. But it should be noted that the scdentary
groups and the semi-pomads are less inclined to mesort to retaliation
then ihe nomadic groups. The payment of compensation is, however,
gaining Jand all the lime, even amasg the romadic groups, at the expense
of relaliation.

The whole principle of compensation agd the rules regulatig
the amount to be paid in each cass are strictly defined by tradition and
are geacrally accepted by all the Bedouis who prefar to settle iheir
disputes with peaceful means and  witkout the interfernce of the admi-
nistralve guthorites.  Certain factors are taken into consideration when
estimaling compensation. JIn ihe first place, 1he amount depends
on the social status of the clan to which the wronged persen of persons
belong. Thus, the compensztion paid to 8 man whe  belongs o Lhs
Morabiteen clans in the Westera Desert for cxample is usuzlly the half of
that paid for 2 similar crime or offence inflicled on 8 person who belongs
to the Sa2dl clans. The only exception from this rule is the Sereihat,
the Mar=erat and the Smallus of the Morabitcen who, becayse of the
aid they gave to the Awlad AN during their lopg wars, aro egtitled o
full compensation. The question of criminal intent is another impo-
rtant factor in determining the ameount of compensation, at least among
the Bedouins of the Westcrn Desert. Thus, bloodwealth paid for intent
homieide is £E.4D0; while that for the casual murder of a person without
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an 'drefa because his fahter was eccupying that offics and (hus be had
chance to sce him looking into disputes, which action is kely to give
him insight and to dasvelop his stnsz of good judgment.

Responsibility

The general lendency. to seth compromise shows that there is
moere inclination to comsider disputes and offences as private affairs
rather than social or public erimes. Unless the culprit is a habitual
malefaclor, the afence is more likely to be enamined and setiled within
the narrowest possible circle. Ia other words, an offance is usually
regarded as directed against the individual or an agnatic kin-group aod
1tis only the twe partiss concemned whe preoccupy themselves with saitling
it. This does not meon the absence of all social reaction; the soclety
rather expresses ils opinion in an uncrganised way by boycotting the
wrongdoer and aveiding his immediate agnates. This mezns that
responsibility i3 considerad to fall on (ke agnatic graup rather than on the
individual wrongdoer. All his agnalic kin and more particularly his near
kin are, partially at leasl, responsible for his bad behaviour. They are
mbuked becapnse of their failure lo control his actions; they are avioded
bry the people and they are ragaded as equally respensibla for the payment
of any indemnificalipn. They are also exposed to retaliation in cascs of
homicide. Om the other hand, injories inflited on a clansman by a
man who belongs to ancther elan are usually resented by all the viclim's
Kinsmen, and to a less degree by his clunsmen, who scek indemmificliion
or inflict retributiopn. This principle of collective resporsibility is the
cause of the actual institution of clan-vepgeance or blopd fepd.

Somelimes, respomsibility may extend heyond the circle of the
culprit’s clansmen. Any person who, directly or indirectdy, tekes part
or contribules to the actual exesulion of the offence Is considered
rsponsibie far the injucy inflicted upon this victim, and is, constquently;
reprimapded. Sometimes he has to contlribute towards the payment
of compensation which may be claimed by the victim’s kinsmen. To give
an example: A viglent discussion betwesn two persons &illing in a calé
at Mersa Malrauh led to 8 sudden quarrel between them. A numbet
of the customers as well as other persons who came oo the spot o sup-
port one o the other of the two partics were soon involved in the quarrel,
in whick the two parlies used clubs and chajrs. A man was hit.on
the bhead by a chair and fell dead. The owner of the café was considered
co-responsible for this, sines it was his chair which was used as a tool
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the customs and traditions of the tibe, or a religicus functionary, is
usually preferred as medintor to the polilical chief. There are a fow
stch men in cach c¢lan whose opinion and judgment are always given
high consideration and are generally accepted by Lhe conficting parties.
They do not interfere unless they are invited, but once they are appro-
ached to de so they cannot decline ihe invitation o mediation. In
fact, political chisfs of the sedeniary clans also de not intervene of
their own accord cxcept in the case of grave disputes which may threaten
the solidarity of the kin-group or when it is feared that Lhe disputants
may resart to force or to collective violence which may involve a number
of lribal segments. Whatever might be the case, violence is not likely
to be used in disputes between scgments of the sam= clan however
serious may be the disputes and however grave are the offences which
cause them,; whereas minor oftnees or disagreement between strangsrs
who belong. to different elans {in the case of Egypt) or to diferent toihes
{in the case of Syria) may flare up into violent hostlitias in which physical
force is used .

Chiefs on Lhe wole, and mors especially those of the sedentary
clans, like to play the role of the pacifying mediator, although the chiefs
aof the pomadic groups of Syria can easily resort to coercion if Lthe need
erises. As it has alrcady been said, the tribal chiefs in Sytia still enjoy
high authority znd are regarded with respect and awe. In neomadic
clans Lere s no higher “native™ authority to appeal o; their word is
law and their decisions are final judgments. They usually scek the
advieo and opinion of Lhe lincage-chiefs and the religious Funclionaries
and old men who are generally called by the Syrians ‘Awargf, i, 2. “those
who know well”, before givipg their decisions. The system of ihe
*Awaref is a well-established insbifutipn ameong ke nothern clans
of Sytiz and more pardcularly among (he fronticrs clans who live
near tae Imgi-Syman borders such as the Shammar and teh Jeboor.
The system in not known, or &t lzast does not take the form of insti-
tulion, among the clans which inhabit the Dawmascus area or those who
live mear Huran and Bzlga-a. There, the chicl is regarded as the sole
and supreme judge. The Shammar clans say (hat their continual
movements and the loo many and too complicated responsihilities
and preoccuptions of their tribal chiels have cohliged thoss chiefs to
abdicate the judicial function to the *Aweref. A man is likely to hecome

125



¥II. CUSTOMARY LAW

Oenergl Remarics

Judigial procedures and legal systems among the Bedouins of
both Egypt and Syria follew, on the whole, certain rules and principles
impostd by custom and defined by traditon. Law in the sense of
imposed and written texts js nat known to them except when the admi-
nistrative authorities inlerfere into their affairs. Traditional or custo-
mary rules regulating their life and social relationships are kept alive
in the memories of their elders and chiefs who look inte their disputes
ard jettle them according Lo these rules, and the judgments given by
these elders and chicfs bave to be accepted by the disputants. This
is especially obvious among the trus nomadic groups in bolh deserts.
Turidical apihority, in this sense, is distributed within the tribe along
the same lines of bifurcation by which the tribe itsell is segmented.
Thiz menns chat each kinship unit, however small, bas its own chiel
ot chiefs to look into the dispules of its members. Thus, the dizputes
whichk oceur between two members of the same lineage are refersed
ta the glders of that lipeage while thase which rise batween members
of the different lineages of the same clan are seitled by chiefs of that
clan, and s¢ on. The disputes which ariss between differept tribes can
lead to open war, but they somelimes are put Lo arbitration. Prolonged
raids, or ¢ven wars, in the anthropolegical sense of Lhe word, betwecn
the conflicting tribes are more apparent in the Syrian Desert whers
armed elashes olten break out not only on the pasture-lands bat alsa
on minor disputes.

Intra-tribal dispules are generally scttled quickly so as to meaintain
internal solidaricy apd homeseneity of the tribe. This depends, however,
on lhe density. of the social interrelations between the disputants, ie,
tke stropger Lhe relations and interactions between 1he couflicting
segments the more quickly setilement is sought and reached, zpd the
weaker the interactions in day-to-day life 1he slower tbe process for
setilipg the dispute. But in any case, an accepted solution by all thg
concerned parties should be reached as quiskly a3 possible. The
general tendency in bolh daserls is to treat the dispules whick ocour
within the tribe, 2nd more particularly within its smaller scgments, a9
domestic affairs which should be dealt with privately and without the
intervention of a third parcy or an culsider. An arbitrator nesds oot
be a pelitical tribsl chief. An old wise man whe is well informed of
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The socizl achivements of the projects will, by no means, be
less imporiant than the econoemic results, 2lthough they are seldom envi-
saged beforehand by the concernad authoritics when contemplating
the original schemes, The emerngencs of the asw life which depends
mainly en-intensive agricylture and on certain agricultural industries
will encourage migration to the new egricu'tural and industrial centres
which will be established in the deszrl. Perhzps this will be mars obvious
in the Western Descrt of Egypt where some of the proposed projects do
take into consideration the possibility of moving a certain  number of
the more trained péatants from the Delta to rehabilitale the desert.
especially Lthe coastal zore, 2nd to eubtivate the reclaimed lands. As it
hasg alrcady been said, ali the skilled lzbour nzeded for the new industries
will be reeruited from the Nile Valley, and more parlicularly from Alex-
andria.  Thus, it is expected that the creation of these new indusidal
and commercial centres in th: Western Desert will 12ad to the absorplion,
in the dxert, of a certain propttion of the inhabitants of the Daltz and
will thus contribute towards solving thc problem of the increasing
population of Egypt. Although Syria, on Lhe other hand, is generzlly
regarded as underpopulaled, a large proportion of its pepulation is
concenbrated in a few towns and cities leaving the rest of the country,
and especially the vast zed rich areas in the east and the nesthsush es
the Gezira region, with only a very thin population It is also hoped
herz that the agrigultural and economic develepment which will be
realised in these areas through the differeat ircigation and {znd reform
schemes will daw & cerlain percenlage of the population from the
the gver-poputaled regions. At presenl, scasenzl migratory movemenls
laks place 2t harvest Lime. More skilled peasans from Aleppo go to
the Gezira area every year to help in the cultivation and the picking of
cotlon as well as ip harvesting grain. The execution of the sedenturi-
sation projects in the ‘Syrian Desert will thus lead to.a more even
distributian of 1he population.

Porbaps the most important schievement of the sedentarisation
prajests will be the diminpishing of the cultural! diffsrences which now
exist hetwezen the Bedouins of deserts on the one Eand and the inhahitants
of the rural and urban communities on the sther. Common valuss
and putterns of thought will prevail all over the whole socicty with all
ils different sectors as a result of applying the rural and urban modes
of livelihood to the desert areas.
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The traditonal kinship system, round which revolves all ths social
life in the desert, will be aflected more deeply than Lhe rest of the social
insUtulions, if we leave apart the economic life. The core of this system
15 the coopefation of alarge number of agnatic kin who constitute one
corporate ecomomic unit in which the personality as well as the mighls
of theindividval are completely submerged by group interess. The
economic indcpendence of the individuals and the consequent separatory
trends  will lead to Lhe weakness in kinghip and lineage li=s and to the
shrinknge of the kin-group which zcta as @ unit and lo the eduction
of its size. The larper lincage-segments will thus disappear and will
Eive way to the emerezence of the ordinary elementary family which
prevails in the larger citizs and in the urban communities in geperal.
In fact, this type of family is beginning to dominatz the scence n the
larger villages of the two deserts such as Mersa Matrouh in the Western
Desert and Raqaa and Deir- el-Zor in the Syrian Dresert.  All ihese
villages offer opporiunities of getiing engaged in tmde or paid johs.

The traditional political aystem will also suffer badly as & resylt
of the execution of the sedenlarisatlon prnimts and the growing of the
sonse of individuality end personal independence. It scems (hat Lhe
fear of the headman and tribal chiefs are fully justifisd ia this respect.
Apart from being fmposed under the direct rule of the local administra-
lve authorfities after sedenfarisatipa, the prestize and power of the
chiefs will be drastieally depreciated by the antipathy of the people them-
selves to their infervenlionin their affairs. This antipathy can actually be
tated among the more sedentary groups who live in the rural ceatres in
both deserts. The general tendoncy among thess groups is to overlook,
somelmes Lo ignore, the authority of the traditional chiels. Thus, it
thould be expocted that the cocrcive and almost absolute powers enjoyed
by We tribal chiefs of ths wore nomadic tribes and clans, especially
those iphabiting the Syrian desert, will be grealty demeaned by seden-
tarisation. Yet the curb imposed upon the authority of the chiefs
and their status as eminent political figun:s and the graduval acceptance
of the administrative authority will provide, on the other hapd, and as
it has already been szid, an efeclive means for social contral in the
two deserts. Under the present tribal organisation, chiefs are liable
to misuse Lheir authority and to be a real source of unrest and threatening
mendes to peace. The abolishing of nomadism will pat an end to the
illegal activilies of the tribal chiefs.
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pary of (he Syrian Desert. The subterranean water is equally
vnrelizble, for the flow may drop suddenly owing to the £xhaustion
of Lhe loeal resources of watcr which fced the wells. Arother
scrious difficulty which should be tackled with is the non-existence
of modera means of transport in both the Western and the Syrian
Deserts. It is wrribly difficult to trevel in the Western Desert to the
south- of the narrow coastal zone. Itis almost impossible Lo find
adequate means of transport in the remater parts and hamlets
which lie far from the very few rpads in the Syrian Desert. The
development of agricultural ot industial or trade cenires will be
difficult to achieve ugless the problem of transportatien i3 solved
ot first in both descrts,

The Social Effects of Secentarisation Schemey

The execulion of these projects will net pass without lsaving
ihzir decp races which will afcct pot only the Bedouin communitics,
but aisp the whole socicty at large. The creation of new industrial and
trade centres, the drift te industry and fo agriculture and to paid jobs
in gencral, the consequent increase in cash money in the hands of the
dwellers of both deserts as a result of this drifi, the redistribution of
tand and. the conscquent emergence of individual or private ownership,
the igereasing contacts with larger cities and towns and the propagation
of edumlion will cerleinly entuil drasiic changes in the traditiopal
siructure of the Bedonin community. In other words, the projeets
which are plapncd crginally to reach cerlain changes in the economic
life of the Bedouin community will lead, in one way or ancther, to deep
chenges in other spheres of the secial life, and more specifically
in the kinship and the political systems. Such changes bave already
taken place in cerain parts in the Western Desert of Epypt, such
a5 El-"Arriya and Mersa Matrouh, where the people have become more
scttlad and are leading a more or less sedentacy life. The growing ecnse
of individuality and of economic ipdependence among the younger
gencratip: is the main factor responsibl: for these changes in the social
structure, as well as in the craditiona! paiterns of social relatiopshipe.
Being economically independent from his kia-group, the younz man
whe i5 engazed in a paid job will have the chance Lo relisve himself
of the interference of his elders, which may lead in the end to the
breaking dawn of the Lolal strueture.
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labour and who have enjoyed all the facilities which money can
afford to provide, O the other hand, the more nomadic elags,
and more particularly the tribal chiels end the hesadmen of the
pomadic tribal szctioni, openly express deep resentment and
indignation towards most of the projects, and display doubts
about the possibility of executing them to the desired ends, aad
the benefils which will he obtained from them. This is more
obvious among the nomads whe live eear the Egyplian-Libyan
bordars and whe, thus, kaving prazing interests 1o both Egypt and
Cyrenaica. It is also clear among th: nomadic clans who inhabit
the southern parts (e.g. the Rowalla clans) and the caslern parw
(e.t, the Shammar and the Jeboor clans) of the Syrian desert and
who have grazing interests in Syrin, Jordea and Saudi Arabia in
the casc of the Rowalla, and in Irag in the case of the Shammar
and the Jeboor. For all thosc fromtiers’claps, sedentarisation
means the abdication of these interests which they have oulside
their hpme-country.

Sedentarisation projocls in Syria contemplite the possibility of
transposing cerlain clans who are living upder less favourable
conditions, such a3 the Rowslla, to the Gezira region. Bat it seems
that such a measure, if taken, will be met with. much resistanes
from both the Rowalla who are pot rzady to abandon their dwelling
area, and the local clansie. the Shammar apd the Jeboor clins
who are not willing to allow their land to fall inte the honds
of intruders. They regard the land as if 1t were Lheir own property
to the exclysion of all the other ¢clans. All the chicfs of the Rowalla
and e Shammar clins with whom I discussed that point invariably
admitted that any attcmgpt to snforee such mevements will lead
to ardent social strife, and perhaps to open war betwetn the con-
cerned tribes.

Apart from the social obstacles, sedealarisalion schemes are liable
to be encounlered by soms impeding physical obstacles espseially
the scarcity of the water which.is much needed for the irmigation of
the reclaimed lands. As it has already heen poted, Lhe problem
of water is a very crocial one. Rain is quite unreliable and erratic
¢specially in the ‘Western Desert and in the southern and eastem
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is the Ras-el-Hikma project which was orginally planaad to
realise pasture improvement in the Western Desert and to arrange
for a better management of the grazing resources. This policy
may prove, in the end, 1o be harmful to the animal produclion
and may ental bad «fMects on the animal wealth, and agzravate
the meat sitation. Thesz bad effects will be more obvious in Egypt
where the amimal wealth is comparatively meagre that thousands
of heads of animals are imported every yrar from Cyrenaica, the
Sudan 2nd Syriz itself The giving of too much consideration to
agriculture or to agricultural industries may create a simliar situa-
tion i Syria also and may have drastic cffects on Syria’s external
trade. Livestock copstitutes a fairly high proporton of Syria's
exportation (6.9 per cent, 6.5 per ceat, amnd 6.1 per cent.
of the iotal exportation in the years 1951, 1952 and 1953 respecti-
vely, This does not include exporls of wool, leather or animal
skin.)

All the projects take into consideration the fuct that itis impossible
to achieve sedenlarisalion without granuog ihe people the right
to own Lhe lapds which ihey cultivate. The ownership of the Lind
will certainly create @ new senst of sccurity which the people lack
under the present conditions. It will alse create strong ties
between man and Lke land, thus inciting the peeple to give due care
to their fields and cultivaton. The question of conceding cwaoer-
ship of land to the inhabilants of the degert is still ynder consi-
deraiion.

Reaclion Lo the proposed sedentsrisation projects varies widely
from mere indifferences td hostile resentment, according to whether
the inhabitznrs will get any henefits for themselves or will suffer
certain losses as a result of the excoution of these projects. Most
of the ordipary people, however, react favourably and do welcome
any sedentarisation scheme which will entite them to own the land
and Lo provide Lhe ficlds with the necessary water.  This favourable
attitude is more clear among the semi-sedentary groups who live
nearey o the citiss and towns and the larger lrade ceatrss and who,
thus, rgalise the privileges of sedcptary life. The same aturude
is adopted by the groups whe have been accustomed to  wage
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o} new owners should themselves till the land for three successive
years and should not dispese of it except alter 15 vears. Taxes
paid by the nsaw owners should not exceed onc - teath  of the
crop at harvest time

The plans as well as the execution of the project were carned
out by Col. Mostafz Hamdoon, ths then Clan Officer at Hassaka,

A similar project iz now und2r consideration which contem-
plates the distribution of some 50,000 hectares, apparently on simtilar
terms, among the clans in the Roje area to encoumge sedentansation,
Besidzs, there are some other projects of scdeplarisation (al! of which
are still under consideration) such as ihs project of jebel Sam’aan
Lo the north-west of Aleppo which will introduce the growing of vipes
in vast areas of land; the Ghab project which covisages the construction
of two dams to harpess the River Ast at Halfaya apd Roston and to
conmserve the water pecessary for the irrigation of some 65,000 Lectares
in the Ghab area and the *Asharna plains; agd the Jebalel-Drooz
project which also envisages the extensive plantipg of vines. All these
projects contemplate the possibilty of settling down, in the ¢nd, scveral
thousands of the nomads and semi-nomads who live in Lhe respective
areas.

In point of fact, the Syrian authorities are contemplaling the
realisation of a gwnber of projects o enlarge Lhe cultivated area, and
which will certainly affect the lives of the nomadic 2ed the semi-nomadic
groups there. Details of these projects fall beyond the scope aof this
survey, for they are promarilty conecerned with problems of irrigation.
An account of these projscts could be found, however, in the Eeancinic
Development of Syria - A Report of 3 Mission prganised by the Inler-
nationa! Bank for Reconstruction end Development. (Jehn Hopkins
Press, 1955).

General Remarks

The following points emerge from the abovgs zccount of Lhe
projecis of sedegtarisztion in both the Western Dessrt and the Syrian
Desert.

a) Most of the projects tend to achieve sedentarisationat the expenss
of anima! husbandry or atleast, they do not give this vilalquestion
the due care and considcration, Perhaps the only exception
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production of figs, olives, waner-melon, el¢. A research centre bas been
esiablished at Burgcl-Arab to carry out experiments concerned with the
improvement of the production of fruits and vegetabl=s. About 400
Jfeddams arc dediated for that purpose.

B. IN SYRIA

It kas already been said that the physical and environmental
conditions in the Syrian Desert are moch more favourable than those
pievailing in the Western Dcsert.  The Syrian Desert enjoys a larger
amount of rainlzll, besides the actual existence of a number of rivers
and streams.  There are also vest stretches of cultivatable lands which
either lie fallow because of the shortage in labour, or are exploited by
2 small group of **big farmers®” who secure high profits for themselves.
Therclore, all prajects of sedentarisation of the nomads deal at the
same timc with the problems of land-gwnership, land-reform and lapd-
redistribution, The principle of conceding the ownership of State lands
to the people was cxplicidy slated in the 1950 Constitution (Article 22).
But this was not brought into effect exeept much later when the Ministry
of Agriculture tried, in November 1952 apd agnin in Yuanuary 1953,
to sefl away a part of the State lapds Lo private individuals at very
low prices. The land was divided into plots of 50 hectaras or 10 kectares
each according to whether it depends on rain or is irrigated directly from
the river. This has enabled certain momadic groups tc own vasl
steetches of lind.  Perhaps the best example Lo illustzate this is the
distribution of some 160,000 hectarzg (1,000,000 donems) of the Gezira
lagds amdng the Shammar, the Jeboor and the Sharabicen clans, in
what iz generally known as the Southern’ Rudd Project. The plots
were sold to the “peoor” nomads who wasted {o settle down and
live in the villages which were built for that sgle purpose; i.c. to be ths
dwelling places for Lhe new sedentary owners. The following conditi-
ons were laken intp consideration in selecting the new cwners :

a) ongical inhahitants of the area, particulurly married persons, were
preferred to others:

b) really poor persons, ie. those who did not hpld any land either
by ownership or tenancy, but who, nevertkeless, owped means
of expleiting the land wore given priority,

117



But to cncourage sedentarisation and Lo lempt the Bedouins
Lo settle down and to make best use of these improved conditions, the
people need Lo be provided as well with adequale habitation which
spils thiz pew life. Tharefore, 2 section of the land devoted Le the pilot
project was divided into smaller plots in ¢ach of which was tuilt 2
“model’’ house 1o mcet all the requirements of the Bedouin in the new
life. Each house has its own small perden where vegetables and
frulls can he grown for private consumption, and ils ewn apimal byre.
Wells, provided wilh wind-pumps, were also censtrected to provide
the sztlers with watzr for daily use and for the yrigation of their gardens.

The pilot project has achicved, from the technaical point of view,
excellent results, and there is evéry reason that Lhe original projeet
itself will realise similar results iF it i3 handled wilh the same care and
determination. Ths social entailments, however, are not yet clear. But
it can he geperally said that the jnhabitants of the arca have not wet
shown encouraging sipns of interest in the project, in spite of the great
efforts made by the stafl of the research station to stimulats this interest.

IV. Oiker Projeets

Goveromental circles are also ¢onsidering soms othsr minor
projects for a better exploitalion of the available water resources, for
inereasing [the cultivated area apd establishing new industries which
depend on the Jocal agricultural productls, and consequently, for the sed-
entansation of the nomadic groups. The mest impaortant of thesz projects
are those concerning the dnliing of artesian wells and the construction
of water cislterns to' conserve water. A oumber of cisterns are now
under construction in different parts of the dessrt. The most important
cisterny are those to be built at Wadi-el-Kharrouba near Mearsa hatrouh,
A dam was constructed in 1955 at "Ageeba, also in the Matrguh area,
to keep the rain water rushing down from Wadi-cl-Ramleli from being
lost in the sands or in the sea Also, some 120 aresian wells have been
sunk in the last few years; more wells are still under ¢consiructicon,  All
thesa wellz are drilled along the coastal zone and their yield of water
will be used in the irmigation of the ¢live groves which will be grown
saon. Most of the projects concerned with water are carried out by
the Desert Irrigation Department?.

Seripus efforts are zlso made to extend the arca cultivated with
barley in the cpasial zone eand more particularly in the El-Dah’an
zon®, end to encourape the more settled inhabitants io increase Lheir

1. The sralements made here refer to the situation as it was in 1958:
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b} Itis easy lo reach the area by different meaps of traasport, for
it is located belween the coast and the railway lipe, and is
crossed through by the desert route running from Alexandria
te Sallum and then to Tripoli.

c)  There is enough land in the area for the realisation of the first
stage in the project. The project envisages to grow pastute
grasses in an area of about 25,000 feddans in that region alone.

d) The availability of fresh potable water from the water pipe-line
Boing to Mersa Matrouh as well as from a large number of wells.

¢) The region repesents the whole varation of soil and environmental
condition: prevziling io the Western Desert, and more panicularly
along Lthe cpast,

The small village of Ras-el-Hikma has been chosen as a suitable
place for the pilot project. A research station was established there
and the project itself was put under the sponsorship of the Desert
Institute of Cairo. An arca of about 7,500 feddans was scleteed and
fenced round for the pilot project. Long researches have been conducted
to obtain adapted specie:s of pzlatable pestere grass which can stand
the drought and the summer heat, and other local conditions. Consi-
derable arzas have been regecded with a large variety of grasses and put
under close observalion to examine the raie of their growth, their resistance
o drought and heat, their ability to adaptalion tothe local environment,
as well as to investigate how palatable Lhey arc especislly to sheep.
Altention was given Lo the guestion of sand duncs fixation, and thousands
of droughl-resistant trees waie planted to that effect. Great efforts
were made to make better use of the avatlable water resources. A
large numbcr of Lhe old npeglected wells and cisterns were cleaned ot
and put into function again. New wells were sunk and provided with
wind pumps. Sclected breeds of animals have been imported and put
under eXamipalion o stedy grazing management on the one hand,
and to what extent these breeds could be used in improving the local
bresd on the other. Besides, some less efforts wete made to introduce
the cultivation of fruils and vegetables in the arca, Small quantities
of peas, beans, lomatoes and other vegetables are grown, anod the
local inhabilants are eocouraged to get into the habit of using them in
their daily meals.
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The creation of this vast artificial lake will lemper the heat of
the arca and, owing to the perpetual evaporation from ths lake, it is
hoped that large amounts of rain will fall every year, thué making
possible the cubivation of vast strerches of land. Lands will also ha
sold to the people at pominal prices 5o as to encourage them to settle
down and to change to agriculture. Asin Lthe case of the Wadi-El-Natrun
project, all the unskilled labour aseded for these industdes will be
rectuited from among the logal inhahitanis,

Ifl. The Ras-el-Hikma FProject

Thia project endeavours to deal with the problem of sedenta-
risatipn from a diferent angle. Uglike the Wadi-el-Natmgp and
the Quattara Depression projects which consider indastrialisation
and increasing the cultivated area effective meaurss for setthng down,
thz Ras-El-Hikma project tricd, on the contrary, to achleve that end
through improving the grazing poteatialitics of the Western Desert in
general and the Fuka-Ras-Hikma area in particular; and also through
organising the use of pasture. It has besn noted that the exgsssive
misuse of the pasture-plants and the yncontrolled grazing in the semi-
desgert area have czused aridity and have, consequently, fed to pomadic
life in search for grass. Therefore, if pasture.grasses could be davelaped
and grazing could be organised, it would then be easy to render the
herders to'a form of sedepwry life in which they can paractise animal
fiusbandry in certain specific areas all the year round, without any need
for nomadism or for seasgmal movemenis. It is thought that the
execution of this project will fead to the increase in animal prodyction
as well as to ths interest ip intensive agriculture; a feature which hardly
exists among the nomads and the semi-nomads.  This projeet,, however,
like all the ather prejects contemplated For the Western Deseri, takes inlo
constderalion the fact Lhat the whole area extending along the cogst
was very {entile and densely populated in the past. Since there is no
cvidnee of any major changes affecting the climatic conditions or the
amotnt of rainfall, then it is assumed that the apparent andity of the
sail and the nomadic way of life prevailing in the desert were due marely
to negligtnce on the part of the poople.

Ths area of Fuka and Ras-el-Hikma has been chosen for the
gxecutiom of the project for the following reasons :

a) Itis midway between Alexapdria and the village of Sallum on the
Epyptian-Libyan horders.
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in agriculture, either as paid labour on the governmsulal esarch farm
where fruits and vegetables are grown, or as private cullvators of small
pafthes of barley for their private consumption. FPaid jobs in the
factory or in the cxtraction industry and on the farm are very tempiing
and inviling to the young men. It is undarstood that the reclzimed lands
will be sold in due lime to the people, and it i also hoped that the deve-
lopment of these farms, which will be dedicated, according to the projeet,
te the srowing of fruils and vegeiablzs, will }ead to the introduction of
= canned foed industry. Thus the wtimale end of the project is to enhanes
sedentary life by introducing new industrizs which depend mainly on
the agrienltural products of the area. The distribution of the arahle
lands will serve as a supplementary mcans Lo attain that end.

1. Tke Qattara Depression Project

This project, which is sGH under consideralion, was not origi-
nally planned for the sole purpose of enforcing sedentary lifs upon the
inhahitants of the area, although it will achieve this result in the end.
The project was primartly plapred with the definite aim of the industd-
alisation of the zone, besides enlarging the area of the cultivated land
there. From what is already known about it, it ssoms that the starting
pointin it will be the digming of a long capal to connect the Mediterranean
at the villazs of El-*Alzmain and th= Depression which Hes some 10
kilgmretres to the south of the coast.  The Depresston is situated in the
middic of the distance between Alexandria and Meesa Matrouh, covering
atotal arcaof about 200,000 squarc kilometres.  The lowest poincin the
Depression lies some 134 metres below sca level, The digging of the
capal will be carried gut with the intenlion of transfarmirg a part of the
Depression into a large lake covering aa area of gbout 14,000 sgoare
kilomatres. It is expecled that the sea waier will rush towards the
Depressicn at such a force of 600 cubic feet per second. The force
of the rushing water can then be used in turning factories in the area,
and in generaling electric power neoessary for the industries which
will be sslablished there. It will certainly take x very long time for
the lake to be filled up with water. Experts estimate, for example, that
it will take some 40 years beforg the water reachs 70 metres below sea-
level, and abogt 150 years before it reaches the 50 metres keight helow
sca-level. Some 1,300 years should pass hefore the Depressioa itself
is complzlely filled up with salt d=posils as a result of evaporation.
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while its- average width is about 10 kilometres; itssoutherg end is 20
kilomelres far from Cairo, end its nortbern end is abaut 85 kilomeires far
from Alexandrin A Number of shallow lakes cover about the half
of the total area of the depression. Some of these lakes become
completely dry dering the sumumer. The Bedf is known as a nch
source of salt and natroon (carbegate of sedium). Also a certain reed
called halfe grows wildly there and is used by ik+ inhabitants in making
rough primitive mats for their own usz.  Some of the mat preducion,
however, finds limited markews in corlain paris of the Deltan. The
Depression  has always been regarded a8 a grazing ground for sheep
and pozls, that only 25 feddors were under the pelugh in 1332

According to the project, the extraction of salt and nalroon,
which has been the monopoly of the Alexandria Salt and Seda Company
until June 1952, was put under governmental supervision. Because
of the high cost of the exiraclion, work is carmed out for only a short
season ¢ach year and then workers are diveried to agriculture and to
work on Lhe reclaimed lands. To exploit Lhe wasted and neglected
arable lands in the Depression, subterranean water was lapped in a
numbzr of places. By the end of 1954, some 400 feddans were brought
under the polugh; by the end of 1955 about 800 faddans were under
cultivalion; and by the end of 1957 more than 1,000 feddms were
actually cullivated by ths inhabitants of the area. Serious efforts were
made to introduce thes cullvation of fruits and vegstables. Do the other
band, much attention was paid to the question of improving the produ-
ction of apimals through differant methods of breeding, and encouraging
the inhabitants to change aver to the improved bresds which eacel the
local amgmals., This was met at first with much reluctznce and resisiance,
but there are signs that the peopls arz beginnipg to estimalc the benefits
of owning Lhe improved breeds.  Moreover, a factory for manulacturing
carpets apd rogs was eslablished by the Govermment. It geis a coasi-
derable proportion of the raw wool For the industry from local resources,
whercas its refatively small production finds readay maket in the
lacger citics in the Delta.

The point of particular inlerest here is that all the unskilled labour
employed in both the carpet industry and in the extraction of salt and
natroon are recruited from the losal inhabitzats. These workers have
become so accustomed to settled life that when the season of extra-
clion is over and work is temporarily suspended, they do not go back
to herding the animals, but they rather prefer to get themselves engaged
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b} Nomads and semti-pomads seder much from the harsh conditions
of life prevailing in the deserts, and are frcquently exposed to
famine as a result of the failure of rain. It has already been sald’
that sueh conditians wsually compel the people to migration and
put certain strains on the economy of the Delta in Epvpr.

¢} The continuel movements of the herdsmen, especially the camel
berdsmen, make it difficult for the Govermoent fo put the clans
uader control. The nemadic growps are actually a real saurce of
unfest and of perpetual menace in the deserl. They organise raids
against hostile clani; thzy smuggle goods across Lhe Egyptian-
Libyan fronticrs on the one hand and acrosss the Syriap-Trag
frontires on the other apd they give refuge and protection to
criminals and help them to cross the borders and escape punishment.

d} The gholishing of nomadism may enlail the amalgmalion of
the pastaral communities on the ong hand ard the rural and
urban communites on the other into one solid 2nd Integrel whole,
thus removing the present rift which separates the two sidss from,
one another.

Thercfore much attegtion has been paid in the last few years,
both in Egypt and in Syria, to the question of seithng the nomads A
number of plans and schemes have been drawnto this effect, ie. to create
new sedentary agricuttural communities instead of the actual nomadic
and semi-nomadic groups of the desert.  All these contemplated pro-
Jeews inlend Lo inerease the cultivated area, to improve the pasturcs by
introducing new pasturesplapts of higher nutritive value where azd-
culture cannot thrive, to tap the unesed resources, to polish the existing
primitive crafls apd {o cstablish new industries. The question of water
is congidered Lhe corner-stone in all these projects especially the projeets
which are executed in the Western Desert,  In the following sections,
we shall give a bhricf account of the main prejects suggested by the
concerned aulhorities in both Egypt and Syria.

A, IN EGYPT
1. The Wadiel-MNatrun Project.

Wadi-el-Natrun is an extended depression which lies some 22
metres below sea level and generally extends from the north-west to the
south-east. The length of the depression iz about &1 kilomeires
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vating it for len suecessive years without interruption. The clans do oot
fail to refer to that law of 1916 whenever the need arises to suppoert
their claim of posszssing the land on which they live or which they sre
exploiting in the form of fields or grazing ground, On the atker hand, the
land which is definitely regarded as owned by the State could be easily
hought hy the individuals at nominal prices, which could be paid on
long terms. These measures have been taken to encoufage private
ownerskip of lapd and, consequendy ,to encourage the Bedouins to
sedentary lifs which depends on agricnlture. These efforts did not
meet much suecess at firat, but soon after {950 when the growing of
cotton was inlroduced for the first tme inthe Gerirg, lthe clang became
very anxigus lo prove their owmership of extensive arcas of fertile
Jands in that region. It may be significant to say (hat the two main
clans inhabiring the area of Gezita and Euphrates, ie. the clans of
Shammar and Jehoor, hoth of which are considered nomadic clans,
¢laim the ownership of not less than 2 millien, donems each.

Graging grounds are similarly disicibuted among the clans foce-
rding to traditippal and weli-established roles, that each elap actually
gels enpugh pasture for its animals. Therefore, pasture [ands are not
subject to conflict or dispute on the side of the differeat clans. Even
in the Gerira region where vast areas of land have been onltivatad, there
are still enough grazing groonds for the rearing of large numbers of
animals owned by the nomadic clans of Shammar and Jehoor, at least
during the wet season. Conflict on pasture land may, however, fare
up between two clans in really bed years,

¥I. SCHEMES FOR SETTLING NAMADS

Rightly or wrongly, npmadism and ssmi-nomadism are generally
regarded, both in Egypt ard in Syriz, as an impediment to development
and that Lhey represent a deteriorated phase which complics ne meore
with the actualities of modern life.  Therfore, the pentral trend now
in both Egypt and Syria iz to abelish it completely. The following
rcasons are given for adopliog that view

a) Nomadism apd scmi-nomadism are wasteful and destructive.  Vast
stretehes of land which can be reclaimed at litUe cost and cultivated
intensively are simply left for grazing without any serious atlempt
to make hetter use of them.
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we shall refer in due course, The same principles 2ppiy to the prazing
graunds, but with less rizidity:

This systern of using Lhe lands of the Western  Deserl is thought
1o go back lo Mohammed Ali whe divided the land betwezn the difzrent
Bedouir clang, then iphabiling the desert. The lands conceded in ihis
way to gach clan was partitioned in turn among the lin=ages &nd then
among the farilies of the clan. Noet gll the lincages were given equal
areas of land, znd the basis of this partition is not knowa.

The boundaries of thearable lapd asseciated with each kin-group
is defined by lradition so.thata map knows not ealy the boundarics
of the fand of his own kin-group, but alsa thoze of the lands assosiatad
with olher groups as well. Disputes may arise about the boundaries
of the neighbonning ficlds, but thzss are usvally settled quickly eitker
by going back to the old documents which show the traditional distri-
hulion of these Jands 2mong the <laps, or by refersins to the Ieaders
of both groups or other older men who are known generally by Lhe
word *Awaref or “those who know’™, eor else by takipg the gath In
this latter cage, the oath should bc made or uttered by 20 persons on
ezch side. Since the peopls think that perjury entzils grave rosulis
and that 2 pejurer will ceriminly sufer severe sgemy, illness and
perhaps blindness, the people do not swear the oath unless they are
positively sure of their claims.

Taxes ars paid to the Governmzent for using the land. Taxes
are estimaled on the crops 2nd so they differ from one yoir Lo another
gccording to the yicld. A four-member committer on which both Lhe
Government and the people are represented visit the ficlds while the
the grain is sull sianding oo the stalks and estimate the amouat of the
expecled crop.  Qas-tenth of the yicld is paid a5 tax.

B. The sams principles concerning lapd lenure, or rather ths
wsulruct of the arable lands, prevail in Syviz. The comespondence
between certain clans or tribes and specific areas of land is more clear
here than it is in the Weslern Desert, and this may- be due to the vast
streiches of land which separate the different clzns one from the gther.
In 1916, however, individual members of bedouin clans were allowed
to claim for the oweership of eny specific arcag of land which they had
reclaimed, under the condition that they could prove they were culti-
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Religinns ¢hizls also can contribule heavily to the advent of new
economic ways and techniques, The pcople have much confidence
in them and are quite rcady to accept their advice and views, not ocnly
on questions of religion, but alsc  on ordinary problems of everyday
life. In fact the Imams hLave played in the very recent past a leading
role in introducing the cullivation of olive trzes and almond trees in
the Western Desrert when the people showed much reluclance and
resislapece to the efforts mads by the Govermment te intfoduce them.
Through their repeated speeches and advices, the Imams could
enlighlen the pecple about the benefits they were likely lo get from
that cultvzlign. MNow, thecullivation of clives iz LhArving in some
parts of the desert, parily due to their efforis.

V. THE PROBLEMS OF LAND

A_ Tt has already been said that the land in the Western Desert
is generally regarded, at least by the Governmsnt, as the exclusive
propefty of the Stats with the right of usufrucl granted to the people.
This does not mezn that the land is exploiled jointly by all members
of gne community, or that & man can coltivate apy. part of the land that
he may like to; for actually there is a certain correlation between the
right of vsulruct apd the distribouon of the claos on the gne hapd, and
ths inner segmentaticn of lhe clan on Lthe other. Land is net an
abject of ownership in itself, and wealthis not spoken of in terms of land.
In spite of thewide dispersal of its mermhers, each clan and conseguently
cach clan-segment is attached to a certain ar¢a and has always been
associated with it for gemerations. Thus, despite ithe distnction
between owgership and usulruct, the two are practcally welded together,
and although the people know that they do not own the land, they still
defend the boundaries of the arca with which their lineage has always been
associated. The clan whose name is associated with & cerlain area not oaly
tas the right of usufruct to that particular area, but this right is also
vesled in it tothe exclusion of the other clans, Within this total area,
each ¢lan-segmenthas the right to 2 porton of land to the exclusion of
all the gther segments, at least from Lhe theoretical point of view. Thus,
the right of wsufruct mouats almost to be a form of ownership of the
land, Nevertheless, an individoal member of the clan cannoet proclaim
a ¢ertAin patch within that total area as lhe suhject of his exclusive
exploilation. He usually cultivates different patches within that totat
area a4 the mecd may arise; but he cannot cpltivats a patch in an area
associated with another clan exeept under certain condibions to which
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the ordinary clansmen as mere serfs who can only work on the land
for their food and clothes, besides a certain proportion of 1he crop.
This is represented more strongly in  the Syran desert than in Lhe
Western Desert. Most of the Syrdan chiels play (he role of the absentee
lzpdlords. They live a luxurdous Life in the large citics, leaving che
duties of herding .and cullivating the land to the “peasanls™. Thus,
the chicls of the Rowallalivein their palacesin Damascus, whileths chisfs
of thzJeboorlive at Qamashli, etc. Under these circumstances, we should
not expect them te encourage economic development which may deprive
them from  their actual privileges,

The feudal systern, in the sense of the type of uibal organisation
and system of chifininship found in Syria, does not exist in the Western
Desert. Clans arg Yess numerous and less rich. They have already become
more scttled; pure nomadism has no place here except perhaps in ths
far soutb of the desert. The absence of large cities, apart from
Alexandria, enforces the chiefs (o be lied down to their native homeland.
Therefore, the patve chizfs in the Western Desert do not display much
dismay about development programmes. Some of them are, ipdeed,
very keen on such schemes for they will actually lose nothing because
they have nothing to lose. The better-ofl chiefz urually live in the
easiern parta of the  desert where they have lbeir own lamge pardens
of fruits, and figsin particular. ‘They have abandoned the life of herding
animals and have lost the values of pasioral life; their power has been
much curteiled. Their coalacts with Alexandria and ‘with the more
sophisticated cireles have helped towards changing their oulook. Some
of them encourage or even invite development and may suggest certain
practical projets which may prove to be useful to the whole area.

However, 2ll th2 chiefs play in fact an important role in economic
change through the new methods which they epply in exploiting their lands
and which ordinary people may likc to imitste. Furihermore, they can,
by their parsonal prestize, convinee their own peopls Lo accept mew
development projects, besides giving much good advier to the development
boards concerning these projects. Much of the resistance and dismay
which they show with regards Lo schemes for cconomic chagge is due to
the fact that they are usually overiooked by the concerned authorities in
this respect.  An effective means forintroducing pew ways ofliving in the
Western Desert may be through encovraging the more progressive
chiefs to adopt these ways. Then the ordinary people will mast
likely follow their lead without much hestitation.
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a} The right to plan for the movements and migrations aceording
to the season and to the availability of pasture;

by  The right to setile dispytes which arise aong memhers of their
respeciive clans or ¢lan segments. Among the pomadic teibes the
word of the chicf iz Lyw;

¢}  The rght te declare war and to conclude peace with other
clans:

d) Colecting taxes on behalf of the Goverament from his clansmdea.
A chief usually collects more money than the sum imposcd by tha
Goverpment; this surplus of meney is kept hy him to he spent in
due time on matters of hospitality and other social obligalions.

Sometimes, the Government may appeint a5 chief a differcnt
person from that op whom the clan have agreed. In Suchcases
the clan would have two chiefs instead of on=; le. the traditional
chiel and the official chiel who is generally met with much resistanee
from the pegple. His orders are nsually defied unless approved at first
by the traditional chief Such a situation has arisen in a few cases in
Sytia, but peverin thes Western Desert, at leastasfarIknow. Anexample
of this is what happened recently among the Shammar El-EKhrossa clans
when they chose their present chief, Sheikh Maizer E-"Ahd El-Mohsen,
but the Government appointed Sheikh Mesh’al Pacha al-Fares as chief.
Sheikh Mesh’al was met with much reluctance from the people and at one
lime it seemed that the clan was on the brink of internal conilict and
hloody feuds. The Government had finally to accept the view of the
clan and Sheikh Mesh’al was relieved from his office.

The Role of Chiefs in Fromemic Change

It is difficult to decide to what exitent the polilical chiefs are
willing to help in the excctulion of ecopomic devclopment schemcs
Such development would entail the raising of the stapdard of living for
the ordinary man and most probably to his economic independance.
This may eacourags the ordinary clansman to defy the authority of
pative chiefs. Therefzre, projecis of economic develppment are generally
resisted by the nalive chlefs and more particularly by the chiefs of
he oomadic clans, especially in Syria, who actually live and behave
as feudal lords. For in spite of the fact [hat the land iz owncd by the
State and that every clansman has the fight to exploit it for his own, hen-
efit, the chiefs consider themselves the “sole” owners of theland and regard
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more clear in the Weslern Desert than it is among the Syrzn Bedouins
znd the nomadic clans in particular. The facters which have led to such
a situation can be summed up as follows;

a) Thegrowing desire of the dispulants to settle their disputes privately
of throuch the good offices of the ritual chiefs. This tendency
15 ¢learer in the smaller villages zad localities then in the larper
towns (Mensa Matrouh, for example).

b)  The prejudice felt against the chiefls because of their obvicus
connections with the Administration. This prejudice is alsio more
apparent among tie more sefled groupings in both the Western
and Syran Degerts.

e The restrictions imposed by the Admigistration on the chiefs
with regards tg their exercising coercion have readered the whole
system of chisftainship, especially in the sedenlary communitiss,
almost non-efective.

d)  The propagation of modern cducilion in the Western Desert and
migralion to the Nile Vzlley for work have made the younger
generation less willing to submit to the authority of the chiefs.

For all these reasons, the dispetants tond to overloek the pative
political chiefs and to hring their causes in front of the rtual chiefs,
In fact, the political chiefs are gencrally regarded as the represptatives
and agents of the Administration. Thay are expected to execnte the
orders and regulations issued by the local administretors. Inihe Wesiern
Desert, chiefs cannot exercise the obligations and dulizs of Uheir offics
except after their appointmont is ratified by the Administralion, or
more precisely, by the Frontiers Department. The appeiniment of
the chicfs ef the wemadic claps in Syna had, in the past, to be ratified
by the French Higsher Commissioner, and still should be ralified pow
by the Ministre of Interior whe holds the right ta dizmtss any of them
on e grounds of abusing his power or challanging the Administration
ot at the request of his owa clansmen. But on the whols, the chisfs
of the npmadic groups sull retain much of their traditional zutharity
and power over the memhbers of their clansand lineages. The powerof the
chicfs is waniog in the sedentary communities and more particylerly
in the Western Deserl of Egypl. Taking all this inte- consideration,
we can sum up the functions of the political chiefs, and more particu-
larly those of the nomadic clens, in the following poins :
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honest and disinterested pemons, to whom the disputaats can carry
their disputes, In a few cases, the pelitcal chief may held ihe religious
office as well. But the general rule is that the lutter office is held by a
dilferent person who may ¢ven belong to apolher Lpeage. Religions
chiefs are Lhouzht, on the whole, te be better arhitraters than the
political chiels.

Although the refigious or the ritual office is not heredilary, cerlain
families and clans in the Western Descrtare famous for praviding a large
pumber of these man of religion, The Morahitcen clans on the whole,
and more particulacly the Habbooni lineages {who like w conider
themselves as 2 hranch of Awlad Ali} are considered a religious group in
thissense. Thisenhances their prestige among the Awlad Alj, although
they are only clicnls o them as it has heen said.  However, in looking
into disputcs, the ritual chiefs canpot in fact give any final or execytive
judgment as do the pelitical chiefs; they can only give adwice to the
disputants who usually aecept them willingly.

B. as far as [ koow, there Is no one single elan or ¢ne specific
lineage in the Syrian Desert which provides ritual chiefs in the manner
found in the Westzrn Presert of Egypt. The two religlous functionarzs,
ie. the Imam and the Maazgon, are found in the Syman clans apd have
the same functions zod enjoy the same avthority. The Meazoon may
be semetimes called the Qadi, Le. judge.

The Relgtipns Between the Mative Chigfs and the Administration

The position of chiefs i3 not an casy ¢ne; it lovolves contra-
dictory situatons and confitcting atlitudes which emerge mainly from
the duality of afiliation implied by the nature of chieflainiship now.
A chief has to act 23 a member of his commumnity and at the same time
as 2 reprezsntative of ths Aministration. He has thus to reconcile
the demands of the two sidzs, However, the native chiefs dg their
hest to sglve all the problems which rise in their respective communities
without reference to the adminstrative authonties who, on Uhelr part,
and especially in the Western Desert, Lry to evads interferonce except
when the chiefs fail Lo reach = splution or when the situation proves
to be explosive.

In eny case, the polilical aulhority of the nalve chiefs is now
deterigrating and their prestige is sullering badly. This is, perhaps,
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Above the supreme chief of the clan there is po other traditiopal
chief in the Western Desart.  Complicated cases which eannot be solved
by him are referred o the Administration, but this very seldoma hoppens.
In so far as the system of tradilionz! chiefs is copcerned, tha clan cap
be regarded as the largest autonomous -polilical ugit.  All dispotes
within the clan are regaded as private and domestic affairs.

B. The systern of chieftainship in-Syria follows the same orga-
nisation, with the sole exceplion that all the clans whish constitute
on¢ tribe recominse the headmanship of one “irbal chief™’. In each tribe.
theore i3 one dominant or chially clan in which this gffies is vested. This
i$ more apparent In the nomadic trbes than it is in the semi-nomadic
groups. The best example Lo illystrate this tribal organisation is the
case ol the Rowalla clans who recognise the supremacy of the Sh'alan
clan. The Present tribal chiel of this closter i3 the famous Sheikhk
Fawwaz Sha’alan, This organisation may be due to the fact Lhat the
nomadic clans of Syria have been, until very receatly , a warlike people
wha have bsen involved in contizuous raids and wars with cach other.
Their mililary life has obligad them to orpaniss themselves uoder one
chief and to accept his authority. The dominat clan, in this case, does
1ot onby outnumber the other clans, but it must surpass them in matters
of wealth, gobility and honourable iraditions. The Awlad Sha’alan
have exetaig kinship relattonships with the Royal Family in Saudi Arcebia.

Ritual Chiefs

A. DBesiiles the political authority practised by the local chiefs
and by the chiefl of the clan, there exists anothar category of chicls wheo
bold 5 differept and perhaps a more effective kind of power, ig. the reli-
gious power. The rols of thase chicfs, however, is not confined to
the performance of the religious rites, for they also play a very important
Tole in settling disputes and, consequently, in keeping the social equili-
brium. The most important of these functignaries i the Western Desert
are the Imam and the Maazoon. The primary function of the Ipam i3
to lead prayers, cspecially the Friday prayers, while the fonclion of the
Maazoon is pearer Lo that of 2 marripge registrar.  Both functionaries
are expected to be well-read in the Koran, in the traditions of the
Prophct and in Istamic litcrature in geacral. Being mainly men of
religion, they are Jooked at with confidence and are regarded as wise,
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lineages of the same ¢lan in long mpd bitter sirife.  But owing to the
sense of kinship selidarity the Bedouins do their best to avold being
involved in such internal strile and conflict. The desire lo keep the
sacial eqnilibrium and to evade potenlial hostilities within the clan isa
guarantce against such challepge and compention. QOu the gther hand,
the pelitical office is held for life unless its oceupant demnits it or is
removed by the gensral decision of the lineage or by the Administralion
for ons reason or gaother. The important thing that we should potice
here {5 that whereas chizflainship in the Nile Valley is held on a purzly
territorial basis, ie. gn thebasis of the village, itis held in the Western
Desert on a kinship basis.

Local chiefs are responsihle for keeping penace and harmony
and setiling the disputes that may rise among the members of thar
respective clans who are living in the respective localiies. But when
a digputs flares up betwean members ol two different clans, a different
procedure is followed. We shall come back to this point later when
we epeak about the Bedouin customary law. All that we want to say
here is that local chiefs oblain their power and authority from the c¢lan
chief, who isregarded as the supreme chief of the whele clan with allita
gezments and lincages and who, alse, helongs o the dominant Lgzaze
in the clan. He is the most authoritarizn of all chiels. His word
is law, he is nsually well informed in the customary law and in the tradis
tional ways and patterns of behavipur that should prevail within the
clan. He must alsp heve widc knewledge of the history of the clan, the
previgus ancoslors and thele wars and victories and achicvements, of the
tconomic interests and possessions of Whe dlan as a whole apd of each
segment independently, etc. He is thus the last reference in the questions
of law and of aclivn a3 well. He lopks into disputcs which occur
hetween the different segments or lineages of the clin sspecially when
these are living in different localities or when a dispute is loe grave
to he left Lo the secondary chiefs or mayers. He is also the last
refererence in quettons of wars, reids and peace with other elans.
His orders are executive. Therelore, Lhe gquestigns of zge, wizdom,
knowledage, personality wealth, etc. are laken into consideration
when choosing the supreme chief of the clan.
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b)  In herding flocks, the professional kerder is given 10 per cent.
of thz total number of the animals entrusted to his care. The
offspripg are regarded as the exclusive property of the original
owger. The weel apd milk are alse given to him unless the
grazing grounds are too far from the dwelling plzce of the
owner, and in this case the herder isentitled to consume the milk,
The owner also provides the herder with the nceessary clothes.

Iv. TRIBAL SOCIAL ORGANWISATION
Tha System af Chicfs

A. It bas already been said that clans in the Weslerp Detert
arc not localised ip the sense that the lineages of the same clan may
be found scattered all over the desert. Thus Lhe correlalion between
the torritarial distnbolon and the clap sepementation 1S not so tigd as
it is, for example, in the case of the the Syrian clang where each clan
has a certaln area of land to meve within its borders. Each clan bas
a certain domipant lineags in which the pelitical office has traditiopally
heen vested. Thus in any one lpcality whese inhahitants hejong to a
number of clans, one usually finds an equal number of chiefs who
represent thesg clans and whohelong to Lhe respective dominant linzapes.
The inhabitants of that locality follow, frém the polilical paint of
view, their respective chiefs. The word omda which is griginally used
fer the willage headman in the Nils Valley i olse uesd here invariably
to refer to all those Bzdouin chiefs. Chieftainship is hereditary in
themme lipzage (which we call the dominant bneage); ie. the political
office doss not shift to other lintages except for wvery exceptional
reasons. But this does not enbail that it is  pecessarily vested in
the same lin® or in the same family ; it may actually shilt between
the familits of the dominant clan but without any challenge from the
other lingages of the clan. In other words, the succession te mayotalty
does not follow a ecerlain rigid principle as long as the offics is kept
in the lineaze. Thers i3 4 gensral tendency to give the office to the
eldest son of Lhe previous mayor, but this b5 not an ahsolute rule. The
most sultable person in that particular hranch of the domipart Llineage
living in each particular village or lpcality is likely to he chosen for the
office. The elders of the different homesteads in that hranch choase
the person whom they think suitable to be loczl chicf, and their deci-
sign should he accepted by all members of the ¢lan wholivein that locality.
Competiton for political power and authority is likely to invelve the
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cullivation to look after, or from certain parts of the Delta acd more
partcplarly from the village of Idku near Alexapdriz. Some peasants
may also be brought from Siwa OQasis for that purpose. The more
imporlant Lineages may e¢ven abslain from doing any job or work that
has connection with tilling the land. In this latter ¢ase they concede
the righls of coltivaling the land o other persons whom they call
“peasants’® and somelimes “lgnants’. But in fact, the people who-are
assizned to use the land in this mangper are not real tenants. oy
do not pay any rent or substitule for their “tenaney™. Instead, they
exploit the land and grow the sseds which the owner himsell provides.
Aler the harvest, the ownsr gets back the same amount of seed he has
given lo the tcnant and the remiinder of the erop is then divided
between pwner and tepant in o corbain proprdon.  Usually two-thirds
of the crop go to the owner and ens third to the enant, hut sametimes
the crop is divided hetween them in equal shares. Thus, the relabion
between the fwo parties is more like a relation betwesn employer and
employee rathar than onec bstwsen owner and tepant. Here, all
the elements of preduclon are offered by the awner, whilz the lepant
contributes the pecsssary physical work and gets his wages in kind from
the crop. When the wpant plants his own seeds, he gives 20 per cent.
of the ctop, after reducing from it an cqual amobnt to what he bas sown
in the first place. Onp the other hand, the wage lahour recruited for the
sole purpose of helping in the harvest are given 10 ot |5 per cent. of
of Lhe yield.

A similzr, but Izss strict and less solid system is followed in the
herding of liveslock. The more sedentary Bedouins usually trust their
animals to the care of a koHdf, or herder. who tends them aad in returp
hc is entitled o & cerfain part of the animals and their offepring. The
share given to the herder varies from case to case, byt he is invariahly
entitizd 1o all the dung apd all the milk i the animals are grazing far
away from the scitlement where their owner lives, He is not congi-
dered respoasible for the death of the animals.

B. The same system of partnership prevails in Syra :

a) Peasants are given up lo 40 per cent. of the yicld if the owner of
the land provides the seeds and the necessary lools besides the
Iand and water. The tenant retains up to 80 per cent. of the
erop i he uges his own seeds and catile znd tools.
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escpacially at E-Dab’2a. In spite of the fact that the catch is always
more abundant ip the winter than in summer, the dry season eacourages
the drift of a comparatively lurge mumber of men to jobs especially at
Mersa Matroeh, which is an importagt summer tesort, where they can
scll their meagre catch at a higher price Lo holiday makers. A copsi-
derable pumber of young men alse gt lemparary jobs during the
summer months in the restaurnls, cafés and hotels at Mersa Malrguh,
while a limitsd aumber work ay drivers and coachmen of the horse cabs
which are virtually the only means of tmnsport preferred by the holiday
makers {or lheir promenades and movements in the town.

B.  Apparently the only ddft to temporary johs in Syria is that
which fakes place ducng the harvest seasom when large numbers of
peasants go tothe Gezia tp help gathering the crops. But coly acompara-
atively small number of Bedouins take part in this sort of work, for
all agriculteral wetk is still logked down on by most of the pomadic
folk. It has 2lrcady been said that the more setUed Bedowns avoid,
-as much a3 they can, working in their own fields and they usually coneede
the right of exploiting their lands to the “big farmers™. Most of Lhe
labour employed in the Gezira during the harvest is recruited from the
Aleppo region.

Wages

A. Apart from the paid jobs in which some of the Bedouins
of the Western Desert are temporasily engaged, such as roadmaking,
sorving in resturants and calés, elc., the inhabitapls of Lhes dessrt are
usually paid in kind for their services. These scrvices arc related mainly
to animal husbandry or lo the cultivalion of barley. Payments for
both kinds of services are more or less stahle and are geaerally delermined
by custom, according lo 2 traditional and strcit system of partnership,
which allows for the partition of the crops between Lhe “owner** of Lhe
land and the *‘peasant™ on the one hard, and Lhe division of Lhe produce
of animals hetween the shepherd and the owner of the animals on the
alher. '

Although the common practice in the Western Descrt is that the
land which belongs to a certain kin-group sheuld be cultivated by the mem-
hers of that group, the need for extra labour may rise especielly at the
harvest szason. This labour is usually recruited either from the desert itsell,
of from among Lhe poorer lineages and clans who do not have much
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Natrun also, oi! pressing at Burg-el-Arab, sponge-extraction from
the sza i the Malrouh area, etc. Forcipn il companies which are
still surveying the deserl and carrying out their explaration testing employ
a large number of workers from among tha local inhakitants. Unlor-
tunately, we do not have any fgures to show the exact pumber of workers
engaged in these different indunstries, but there is a generel apd noticeable
drift of mappower from pastoralism- to these more settled occupations.
A number of projects which envisage the possibility of estahlishing new
industnies in certain centres in the desert are still under consideration.
We shall give account of these projocta in due course.

B. The Sydan Bedouins praclice similar hapdicrafis to thase
found in the Epyptian Western Dersert. Apsrt from the intznsive
cForts made by some American and German oil companies to ¢xplore
the sites of qil fields in the desert, po industrial ectivilies or projects
for ipdystrialisalign are carried gut. Some secoess has already been
achiecved in the petroleum industry. A pumber of wells have been
drilled in different paris of the desert especially ip the Dereck area, but
oil has pot yet been exploited on commercial terms. No workers from
the local inhabitants are employed in the perreleum indostry, butit
seems that a considerable percentage of the npskilled labour will be
recruiled from among the Bedouwins when the wells are pot into use
for commercial purposes.

Seasanal Employment

A. The scarcity of rain in the Westren Desgrt, the fact that
pastoralism does not occupy all able-bodied persons atall Umes and the
desire to got spme more secure source of income, all allow for the
engagement in lemporary paid jobs, This usually takes place outside the
scason of cultivation which is at the same time the season of grazing.
As we have already noted, barlcy is sown efler the first showers in
November and the young men move southwards to the grazing-prounds
leaving their elders to logk after the fields, then they begin to move
Lowards the north when the dry season advances. It is during this season,
when most of the people clustzr in the northern zone, Lhat scasonal emplo-
yment takes place if warkis available. The most important scasonal jobs
in which young men gct thomselves engaged zre fishing, rpad-making
and unskilled labour in the rug factory and salt end malroon industry
at Wadi-el-Natrun. Fizhing, however, i3 an occupation which I3 pra-
ctiged all the year round by & very small pumber of siollcd Bshermen
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towns. Few small shops are found in the maip Gcratres where clans
usually eluster for most part of the year. The Syrian Bedouins stil!
bear much despise and contempt to trading, and in 2 number of cases
{e.g. in Lhe villaze of Ragqa) all the shopkeepers are strangers who come
from outside thz area. The pastoral and nomadic values are still vivid
and very highly estegmed. But trading in livestock is logked at dille-
rently; it has strong conpection with these pastoral values. It is not
demzaming to trade in $tock. On the contrary, this trade comprises
an Impgrtent item in the nddopal economy of Syria, and the exports
of stock raised by the Bedouins forms a comparatively high proportion
of the external trade. Available records shew, for example, that
385815 heads of stock were exported in 1951, 469.000 heads were
exporled in 1952, and 537.000 heads were exparled in 1953. These
figures represent 6.9 per cent., 6.5 per cent. and 6.1 per ceat. of the
tolal value of exports in the respective years.

Crafts a=d Imdustries

A, Dedouins as a rule bear no respect to manuwal work, hut
ths more sedentary groups in the Western Desert do not mind gotting
themselves engaged in the new industries which bave recently been
established in certain centres. A gumber of crafts, however, are actually
practised by the Bedouin women. Thus, rugs and the cloth of the wet
stason’s tenly are woven by them from shzep wool; mats are made of
a certain reed which grows wild and extensively in diflerent parts of the
desert, especially in ths Wadi-el-Natrun eren; olive oil is pressed in a very
primitve way for privatc consumption, eic. But all these crafts
are parcused to meet the personal and prvate needs only. They are
not carmicd out for any ¢ommercial or trading purposes. Perhaps only
the mats are seal, in insignificant quantities, to ccetain small towns of
the Della. Where olive groves thrive, the crude oil which is generaily
pressed ip largsr  quapritiss, is sent either to Alexandra or to Bur-el-
ATab to be clarified.

But besides these simple handicrafts which are practised mainly
by nemads and semi-nomads, certain other industrics have recently
heen introduced in the desert. All the enskilled labour neesssary for
these industries are recruited from the more seitled inhabitnts, The
more important of thess industrizs are : the gypsum industry at Ghar-
baniat (about 5000 tons per year), the extraction of salt apd patroon
{carhonale of sodium) from Wadi-Natrun, the rug industry at Wadi-el-
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Trading in fruits {especially figs) and in vegeiables (especially
tomataes) 15 camied out on a much Limited scale and is copfined to
cerlain s¢asons. The vilage of E-'Amuyz is the most important centre
for this lrade. Traders from Alexendrio go to that village in the respe-
ctive harvest seasans to conclude their purchases of the difierent crops.
Itis a common praclice that those traders provide the private producers
with ell thzir needs of cash monsy (2nd someliems of poods as well )
during the year to secure for themselves the yield of their eultivation.
Here alzg, no relinhle estimates of the value of trade is available. However,
trading in figs ranks first and the fig crop in average y=ars is roughly
esiimated to be round L.E. 200.000. The value of the other crops such
23 tomatpes. olives, almonds, etc, may pot he more than a few thousand
pounds. Barley is grown mainly for private consumplbon.

So much for trade with Alexandna . As far as fixed trade is
concerncd, it is easy to potive that such trade is quite Houriching in
the settlernents constructed along the railway line where the peopls are
becoming setiled in increasing numbers. Such important centres as
Mema Matrgph, Szllum, El-Dab’aza, El-Hammam, El-"Amriya, cle.,
have a largz qpumher of shops; but even in the less important settlements
thete may be found one shop at least.  The number of shops corresponds
with the degree of sedentarisation and settled life. Though smallin
size, most of thess shops are general stores where all the modest needs
of the inhahitants. especially sugar, tca and cloth, are sold. Canned
food is a new advent in these shops and it is usually consumed by the
Government officials, most of wham come from the Nile Yalley.

Although we have no records to show the volume of trade and the
transacation of goods carped cut through thess shops round the year,
it can easily be gaid that this volume Auctunles poeording to seasons.
Inany case, the purchasing power of the inhzhilanty is very poor.
Therefore, the shopkeepers are abliged to follow the credit system which
enables the clienss te pay for their purchases after the barley harvest.

B. Cur dala concerning tmde and commercial wansagtions
amons the Syrian ¢lans is even more meagre apd scanty, The condi-
tions which haveled in the Western Desert to the establishment of perma-
nent setilements along the raileay and the main Lraffic route and, conse-
guenlly, to the emergence of flourishing trade centres do not éxist in
the Syrian Deserl.. Therclare, the few modest peeds which Bedoulns
require {e.n. coflce, sugar, soap, ete.) cin only be fulfilled at the large
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another in the courst of their wide movements, thys facilitating in
an indirect way¥ commercial transactiems. Mow this function has falten
to disuse after the advent of railway and moter transport in the deseri.
However, the semi-nomadic groups of the Westera Desert of Egypt st}
play an imporiant role in trading with the Delta. Trade and ¢he
exchingz of goods were limited to certain seasons in the past; ie. to the
scason of lambing acd the harvest scasons and somlimesto somereligious
seasons and octasions such as Ramadan and the two Brzirams. These
transactions have increased recently and are taking place during the
whole year though with some seasonal fluctuations. The most impo-
riant itern exporcd from the desert to the Delta is livestock, and more
particylarly sheep and gozts. Besides the apimaly raised by the inhabi-
tants themselves, the Westera Desret is a good market for the Libyza
apimals which are imported in large numbers every year from
Cyrcnaica. The village of El-Hzammam is the mest impertzot centre
for the marketing of livestock. Because of is nearness to Alexandria,
butchers and stock-traders from the city go to the market on marketing
days for their purchases, El-Hammam is actually the frst organised
market which traders from Libya com2 across on their way to Alexandria
apd the Deltz. Unfortunpately, we de not kave agy records showing
the sales effected at that important market. The following figurcs,
however, show the number of sheep sent by mil tp El-Hammom; oo
figures are availablc concerning the antmédls  transported by lorries to
that market. Animals transported by lofries are much more than those
transported hy railway.

1933 1956 1957 1958
Taguary — _ 7 100
February — 737 250 1.048
March —_ 3540 &31 §.401
April — 5.585% 1.362 9.215
May — 4061 5179 3316
June — 2.154 2,600 211
July 795 362 1.995 —
Angnst 364 236 1.067 _—
September 628 634 551 —
Octoher 208 513 e —
November il — 4 —
December _ 57 — —
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Bedownins who grow barley mainly for their own consumption, wheat
and maize are grown on a comparatively large. seale, especially in the
(ezira region, and a considerzble propertion of the crop is actually
sent to the markerts of the larger tawns and cfiies. Onthe other hand,
Borliculture which is so much thriving in certain parts of the Weslern
Desert, is almost entirely ahsent from the scene in the Syrian Desert.
The people are not interesied in fruit or in vegelable cultivation. Yet
cotion i3 grown in certain parts of the Gezira where the Bedouins have
setlled down and are leading 2 more or less sedentary life. It is not,
howsver, lhe Bedouins who grow the plant by themselves, for they
have neither the knowledge nor the experience necessary for this kind
of more advanced cuhivation, They rather concede the right of exploi-
ting their lands to what they call the *big farmers" who come from the
city, and more particelarly from Aleppo, and get in return a certain
percentape of the yisld. They do not tzke any part in the cultivalion
of cotton, net even as ordinary workers on the land, partly because of
lack of experience as has already heen said, and partly beesuse Lhey
despise ell peasantry work. In a few cases, the chicl of the clan or of
the clan-segment may play the role of the “hig farmer’'. He is thus
entitled ta exploit the lands of his clansmen as well as their services for
a certain proportion of Lhe yicld, But usually the necessary peasants
and workers are recryited from Aleppo.

Cultivation ,on the whole, fourishes in the northern parts where
more favourzhle conditions prevail and where the people have heen
encourared by these conditions to settle down and Lo change o sede-
ntary otvupations. There i3 Little chance for the Rowalla clans of the
south, for example, or for the Shammar clans of the Hasaaka zone Lo
change lo such a permanent sedentary iife because of the ardity of Lhe
Lind, the comparalive scarcity of rain and the rarity and salinity of the
underground water in the arcas where they live,  But generally speaking,
there are betler agricultore! prospects in the Syrian Desert than in the
Western Desert, and the Syrian Bedouln has much mere chanee to
practice extensive cultivation, especially in lhe Gevica, if due care is
given to the water resgurces.

Trading

A. Trading is not an important feature in the lifs of the
Bedouins as a whole, althongh in the pastthe nomadic groups used to
carry goods from one distdct to another of even from  one country to
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Seeding wyually takes place afler the frst showers in Movember; wct
the perod between Oclober and December cag geperally be reparded
as the sowipg season. Mot very much care, if any, is given to Lhe Geld:
of Lo ihe plant. The harvest season usually exteads from the scoond
half of April to the first halll of May. The people are never sure of the
crops and in most years they get poor return. The feilure of Lhe crop
may be so acyte that whole lineages may find themselves obliped o
migrate, with their flocks, to the Delta. In such critical years, grain
and flour are urgently sent by the Government from the Delta so as
to evads thedangers of femine. As far as this is concerped, the
semi-nomadic clans of the Western Desert represent a real burden
on the patipnal economy of the country.

The gemi-zomadic groups which have recently become sedentary
and have settled down in the easten parts of the desert are taking much
interest in horticulture and in the growing of fruit trees, especially Gg trecs,
as well as in the growing of tomatoes and wvegetables. El-"Amriya
is regarded as the maost important centre for producing fipszad it seems
that oll the fig crop finds ready market at Alexandrig and the other
cides of the Della. Tn 1953 there were about 3.488 acres of fig trees
in that region, The average gumbher of trees per acre.is 120 trees and
thus thereshould have been some 418.560 fig treesin that region alone.
The growing of olive trecs is a recent innovation in the Western Dosert
although the inhehitants of the Oases have known it sines immemorial
times. The Hurg-el-Arah region is the most important centre for the
cultivation and 1he growing of olives. The oificial Ggures show that
somnz 250 acres are planted with olive trece. The average number of
olive trecs per acre is 80 trees, and thus there should be ahgut 20.000
Lrees in that rcgion yieldlng about 2.000.000 Ibs. of olives per
year. Much le3s care is given to the growing of other fruit trees such
as grange trees, almond trees and date palms, bot there is increasing
intcrest in the cultivation of almonds especially at the Ras-el-Hikma
and Malrouh regions. In any case, the iphabitants of the western parts
are lesa interested in the growing of fruits and vegelables thap the
inhahitants of the eastern parts, There is po douht that the nearness
to the markets in Alexandra apd the Facility of trapspaort by railway
bave encouraged the dwellers of the eastera regions to changs to bhorti-
culture and, consequently, Lo settled life,

B. Wheat and maize are the stzple crops in the Syrfan Descrt;
the pzople hardly grow apy large amounts of harley. Unlike the Egyplian
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and goals. Camels are regarded by the Rowalla as constituting the most
important item of ane’s wealth. This does rot mean that they do not
care for sheep or that they do not keep them. It coly means that
pecansz of the harsh physical conditions and the arid desert and the
searcity of rain in their regions they have lo roam widely for search
of pasture. Their Journeys may take them to as far as Saudi Arabia
The camel i3 the only animal which c¢an endure such z lonz and
cxhausting trp. The number of camels also tend to increase among the
more nomadic sectipns of the Shammar clans who are allowed in bad
years to praze their flocksin Iraqi lapnds.

Tie only available stalistics abeut livestack are the following
figures which show the pumber of animals kept by the semi-nomadic
claps of the Geziraregionin 1955and 1956 :

sheep Fogts Cows Oxen Camelr  Donkeys

1835 622.000 220000 26000 16.000 11.000  14.000
1956 629.000 225000 28.000 7000 8.000  15.000

From these figures we can sse that there is a sharp falf in the number
of camels and a remarkable ipcrease in the nomber of all the other
specics of livestock, and goats in  particular, Camels cannot comply
with the requirements of the sedentary or semi~nomadic life.

Culiivation

A. Cultivation, in the Wesiern Desert of Egypt, is also effected
by Lhe etratic pature of rain and the scarcity of the underground waler
in most places. A5 has alrerdy been said, the land suitable for culti-
vation lizs along th: se¢a coast but the cultivated area varies fram

year lp yoar according lo the rainfall, In bad years, the culltivated

area may be reduced Lo a comparalvely narrow stripe of only a fow
milss in breadth,

Land is not owned by the people; it belongs to the Siate with
the right of usufruct conceded lo the pecpls. Barley is the staple
crop and most of the people bardly vse any other crreal in making their
bresd. Barley stcaw is glso used as fodder for animals. The varety
of braley which is prown in the Western Desert hag the privillege of
haviny & compartively short growing scason; scmething hetween 73
and 90 days. It can elso sland dronght il the rains fzil to come in Hme.
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Whatcver may be the case, it seems that the nomadic raising of
livestgek is the best mode of living ths inhabitagts of the desert can
lead yapder the existing conditions with soch unreliable rainfall. Low
reifall may entail the complete destruction of the cultivation of 2
person but pever all his animals. Stock raising howewer, is supple-
meated by agriculture and some other occupations, and there is an
unmistakeable drift now to thoss more sedentary occupztions. There
15 a remarkable decline in pastoral nomadism in favavour of agriculture
and trede, especially in the eastern parts which arc agarer to the Deita
apd it markets. Pagple there depend mainly on  horticelture, and
the raising of livestock is not wery much liked because of the possihle
dzmage that sheep and, more parlicularly goats, can do to thair plants
and trecs

B. The raising of Livestock is pracised in Synz an a much
Targer seale than itis in the Western Deserl. Animals are reared in much
larger pumbers and it s commeon to coms across-herds of some 600 to
800 sheep and goals, especially in the Hassake and the Germm regions.
Besides sheep, goats, camels and donkeys, the more sadentary clans,
cspecially in the Gezira region, lake much interest in the raising of cows.
But sheep and poals rank fivst; they arc kept in much Jarger gumbers
than other kinds of stoek, Grazing conditions are, gn  the whole,
much more favourable than those prevziling in the Epyplian Desert
Grazing planats apd grasses cover vast stretches of Iand and thrive abu-
ndantly in mast years because of Lhe relative abundanee of rain; but
exceptionally  dry years have similar drastic efTects on both the herds
and the pasture plants.

Thz best grazing lands are found at Deir-el-Zor and 8 yicinity;
but bad years and exceptionally dry scasons wsually compe! the pzople
to move Lo the Gezira region which is gonerally regarded as an agricu-
ltural area. ‘The actual existence of & unmber of rivers thare allows
for sufficient fadder for the famins-siricken animals comicg from Deir-
el-Zor. The accasional shortage of pasture and harbage may also compel
the herdsmen to cross the borders to Ivag. Other excellent grazing-lapds
are found at Hama and Homs where grass thrives in good years; bat
here also the decline in the amount of rainfall leads to the death of large
nnmbers of animals. Similar conditions prevail in the Aleppa region.

With the exception of the Rowalla clans who are mainly camel-
herdsmen, the Syrian clans are deeply intercsted in the raising of sheep
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lated by the division of the year into the two major seascns — the dry
season and the wet season. The wet season is the season of plenty in which
the apimals are replenished; the dry season is the period of starvation
during which the flocks are fed mainly oo simw. Apy movements
of animals that may take place in this season are carried out on a very
limited scale. In exceptionally bad ycars the peaple are compelled
to disposz of their animals, or at least a Jarge parl of the Aocks.
Sometimes thcy may send them away o their friends and relatives
who may be Hving near vegetation. In bad years the shepherds Bnd it
necessary to cross the froatiers Lo Cyrenaica for pasture. The grazing
grounds are iraditionally divided among the clan and the lpeages,
in the sensc that each lincage has definite rights in specific grazing
areas Lo the exclusion of all other lintages. This exclusiveness, hawever,
is not sirictly followsd in bad years when the people feel that they
must co-operate and help the needy and the distressad.

The size of the herds varies widely from place to place according
o Lhe availability of pasture plants and herbage. Most of the herds
comprise goats and sheep which are dominant in pumher. Camcls
are usually herded separately, and 7o any case one does not come
across large herds of camels except perhaps further to the south.
In fact, sheep elso graze in small Aocks especially in the eastern part
of the desert where most of the herds comprise of from 5 to 30 or 40
animals. The size of the herds teads to became larger in the western
parts, 3nd one eften comes ncrpss herds of 300 sheep or more. In
terms of popularity, sbecp come first and the people show more interest
in them than they do with regards to other animals. In some districts,
the number of sheep is larger than the qumber of all the other animals
put together. Goats rapk second to shecp. The nwmber of camels tends
now to decrease since their imporiance as a meaps of transport hax
declined aler the advent of the railway 2ed the construction of motor
roads. This is more apparent ig the eastern part of the desert where
the people have betome more settled.  According Lo Weheha, there were
some 15.000 sheep in Esstern Mariut in 1953, about 13.500 goats and
only 3.300 camels. Douokeys are also kept by the Bedouing and mare
particularly by the settled clans. They serve as load, riding and draught
animals and are mainly nsed in agricultural work, especially in plovghing.
Therefore, donkeys are pever keptin large numbers. A family so seldom
keeps more than one ar two donkeys, but on the whole, the disteibution of
livestock tends to be more sparse in the eastern parts than in the western
parts of the desert,
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onfon with some salt, or & piece of cob-web and some olive ofl are put
on the wound. Next day the patient goes in the morning to the hospilal
tp gt his wound cleaned and dressed again. Cases of ophthalmia
arg also put vader the careful supervison of the doctor who gives
cyc-drops and medicine which the patient never fails to use according
to preseriptica, but at the same lims, the sick cyc is trented with the
warm hlood of 2 newly killed rabhit or by applying a piece of aw and
fresh meat Lo it

.  OCCUPATIONS
Stoek Raising

A. The reatng of animals in the Western Desert is subject o
the unrelighility of raip and its erralic pature. For the growth of
pasture plants is affected not only by the infertility of the soil but alsa,
znd io a larger extent, by the amount of rzin falling in any specific
year. Low rainfall entails acute shorage in pasture and berbage, and
leads tp the death of animezls of both starvalion and thirst. Siatisites
indicate that two of every fve years have rain failure

Grazing lands extend grmerally to the south of the cullvated
northern stripe; {.e. in the middle zone where Lhe infertifity of the soil
and the meagreness of the rainfall putlimitation an cultivation. Herbage
may grow also in the fallow patches within the barley Iand. The
southern boundary of th: grazing grounds depends mainly on the
the extent of rainfall inland. Pasture plants compise a wide variety
of bushes, scrub and many other species of grasses most of which
have a very short 1ife cycle, but a2 few of lbem arc annpuals, In
any <¢ase, most of these planls persist between December and May,
thepg the land turns dacing the summer into and hard deserl with
only a few dispersed patches of dry grass. The grazing season per
excellence extends therefore hetween November and April, during
which period barley stands on the fields. After the first showers
of WNWevember, barley is sown and the young men move with
their flocks to the patures Ieaving to the older poopls the task of
Ipoking after the fields. As. the dry scaton advances, the flocks are
moved northwards to the cultivated lands so as to he pearer to fodder
apnd to the waterholes which stand usually very pear fo the coastal zona.
Duricg this time, animals live mainly on barley straw and very little drying
grass. However, the movements of the focks are thylthmic and regu-
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ments and hemorroids. In the absence of reliable slatislics, lacal
physiclans estimate that about 49 per cent. of the adult papulation
in the Western Descrl and about 25 per cent. of the total population
in the Syrian Desert have T.B. More than 70 per cent. of the adult
populalion in both deserts huve got piles as a result of the lack
of vegetables and fruils in their diet. Gastric diseases ame very
commen, but they are more prevalent and more fatal among
children.

b)  Diseases which are caused by the lack of cleapnliness such as skin
illness, ophthalmia, diarrhoea, ete. Measles could alss beincluded
in this group. It i3 widetpread among both childern, and grown-
ups. Yepercal diseases arc also very commen, Local sutho-
rities say that they are more common than T.B. apd it is estim-
ated, for cxample, that more than S0 per ceat of the adult male
population in the Sydan Desert have syphilis, Promiscuouns seiual
inlercourse amonyg the Bedouins must be regarded as responsible
for the widespread of venercal diseases. Since women afe not
allowed to be sxamined by male physicians, it is imposzsible to
know exactly how far vepereal diseaszes and other illnezses are
prevalent amoeng the Bedouins.

In gentral, the Bedouins of both deserts do ot go to the doctor
unless somelhing is very wrong. They have much more failh in their folk
medicines apd hame remedies sech as cupping, massage, dicatrizalion,
using a large wvarity of herbs, eic.  Modern hospitals, madical practices
and medical doctors are regarded with much suwspicien, especially by
the pomads who may overlook them completely. Perhaps Lhe wide
dispersal of the nomadic groups and the difficulty to convey medical
services to them in their remote and mohile deelliugs are responsible
for this suspicipn. But even the more sedenlary gronps who livein villages
and towns where hospitals are fournd bave not yet abandoned their tradi-
tional remedics. They rather try to get the best of both kinds of medicine.
Te give a few examples : A scorplon stings a man. The doctar, ifl
avaiblable, is immediately called to give the patient the anti-scorpion
gerum and any other medicines thal may be usefol. The instructons of
the doctor are followed strictly and lilerally, but at the sametimeand as
soon as Lhe doctor disappears, the wound is burnt by fire and a plece of dry
ass-dung is put onit to “suck out’” the poison. Wounds are carefully clea-
ned and treated with medicines and dressed in the hospital by the doctor in
the moraing, but later in the day the bandages are Loken off end a roasted
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important regulation of religion of because they bave commitied 2 sin
or a ciime. With such beliefs in the background, it is very difficult to
introduce efeclive hygienic measyres.

The situation is further aggravated by the facl that the few
hospilels and hygienic centres eslablished at widely dispersed localites
and villages in both deserts da not have sufficient npumber of beds for
the patients. The necessary and esscntial medicines are afso lacking.
Aspirins and D.D.T. are the items found in abundance in most of
thz hygienic cenires. Moreover, the hygienic workers, the physicians
and the staff of these centres are generally overworked. The hospilal
at El-Dab’aa in the Western Desert, for example, has only one physician
who acts as hygienic officar at the same tme. He has to look efter
the hygienic situation, to treat discases, to look aficr crlical cases of
childsbirth, ete., in a very wide area which stretches to more than
100 kilometres along the coast. He bas no ready means of transpott
to use in his visits and intpection. Thus, he has gither to hire a taxi
when he can find one, or to use the police car in cases of emrepency.
All this puts severe checks ou the medica! services and render them
un¢flective: The result is that Lhe physician actually contends himsell
to first-zid and sends the more complicated and faral cases t¥ Alexan-
dria, some 166 kilomeires away from El-Dab’aa. With the exceplion
of the hospiral at Mersa Maltrouh, all the hespitais of the Westerg
Desert suffer from the same shortase and defecls. The tame copld
be said about the hypienic sitiation and the hospitals among the nom-
adic and semi-nomadic groups in Syria. Hospitals in the Syrian Descrt
ae not betler equipped or better staffed than those in Lhe Western
Desert of Egypt and so, they cannot offer adequate medical service to
lhe people. For example, the Raqqa region, with its area of about
400.000 8g. kms. and a population of about 126.000 {of whom 35,000 are
nomads), has only one hospital or rather a public clinic with one
physician and one male-nurse.  Severe cuscs are trapsformed o hospitals
at Alsppo, about 200 kilometres from Ragga town. There is no one

single pharmacy in the whole region and all medicine has thus to be
brought from Aleppo.

The main digcases in both the Weslern Desert and the Syrian
Desert can be classified into two calegories :

&) Diszases which are caussd by the lack of well balanced nutrition
and adequate dict and hy the sbsence of suitable hygicnic hahits
with regards to food, drink and habitation. The most important
of these diseaxes are tyberculosis, gastric troubles, stomach ail-
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such a small number for the schools, 2od much resistance is displayed
by some nomadic <claps, mare particularly by the Rowalla clans.

These limileligns and diffieulties have rendercd the scheecls and
Lhe type of educaton offercd to the boys ineffective in the life of the
pomadic ¢lans, and it-has been replised that it is impossible ynder the
current conditions to echieve the. main aim of this syslem of scho-
oling, i. &. the breaking down of the tradifional tribal organisation.
Nevertheless, the period spent in the sscondary school away from
home is thought to be long ¢nough to influence the students and to
chapge much of their precious habits, values, patterns of behaviour
apd modes of thought. But in spite of this, it cannot be szid that
educalion has succecded in erasiog tobal Feclings and ssoUmenls or
in ahohshing tribal hostilitizs.

Hygiene

The hygienic situation 15 reparded with much dismay hy the
few physicizns who are stationcd at the local hospitals and clinies in
hoth deserts. This is due mainly te the lack of adequate systems of
hospitalisation and the lack of faith in medicine on the part of the
people, rether than two the actual spread of disease. In fzet, there
are ne localised dissases in the strict sense of the word, and the
wide dispersal of the nomadic groups prevent indeed from the spread
of epidemics. Qutbreaks of typhotd or typhus may occur in a certain
year, but these usually take the form of sporadic cases which could be
dealt with suceessfully were the general conditions of the hogpitals
favourable and adequate means and medicines available. Hospitals
are found only in the larger villages and towns in both the Egyplian
and Syrian deserts, but on the whole they are understafied and poorly
equipped. ¥ery litle effort, il any, is made by the lpcal medical and
hygienic authorities to provide the people with hygicnic culture or to
change lheir concepls of cleapliness and dirt or to teach them new
hygienic hahils with regards to better housing, betler veptilation and
the destruclion of noxicus Inseels and vermin, or to  cencourage the
people to bore hales for latrines, etc. The people themselves do
not show any real iplerest in acquiring new hygienic hakais. They
accept illness with complete submission; for illneses 15 Ged-seat and
no hyplenic measure czn cope withit. Infectious diseases are regareded
253 communal punishment for sin. Less dangerous diseases and troubles
are generally attribuled to withcralt and to the evileye. Tt is alse thooght
that dizzase can occur 23 a result of the misdeeds of others; thus, sons
may suller because their parenis have failed o ohserve a certain
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education and they preferred for their children lo follow the pure
theorelical educalion provided by the omdinary public schools,
which might lead in the end to getling 3 post in one of thie governmental
departments. Therefore, the school was moved to ‘Amnya in
the summer of 1957 so as to be located in a better zgricultural
argd with encouraging agricultural prospects, as well 25 to be
nearer {0 Alexandria from which a considerable nember of the
students are still recruited, It i3 alse said that the schoo! did pot
meet the due success at Mersa Matrouh for the leck of & fixed policy
with regards to the future of its studenis and heczuse its curricula were
not adapted to the particular nature of the area. Indeed, the other
types of education sulfer From the same defect.

B. The Clans’ Depariment in Syria has tricd hard tp iniro-
dice modem educalion among the nomadic ¢laps, but  financial diffi-
cullies have put severe limitations to these efforts. The original plan
wad {0 éslablish primary schools at the more important centres in which
the pomadic groups usually cluster for the longer period of the year
and ta recruit pupils from these clans. Eduealion, food and residencs
were planned to be ofered hy the Claps’ Department itself so as to enco-
urage attendance. Breause of the finageial dificulties, only five schools
wefte established in five different centres : the school of Domair for the
Rawalla clags; the school of Ma,arra (zear Aleppe) for the Hadeadicen
and the Mawali clans ; the school of Tudmor {Palmyr} far the Begi-
Khaled, the She’aa ‘and the *Emoor clans; the School of Ragqa for the
Fed aapapd the "Afadla clans; and the schpol 6f Hassaka for the Sham-
ar, the Jeboor and some other less important ¢lans which live in the
Gezira region. The hoys are expected Lo spend five years at school, dudng
which timne they read the same subjects laught in the ordipary primary
school hut with more eare given to the local environment and physical
conditions. Agricultural subjects were infroduced as well in recent
years. After finishing their primary. education the young boys are scot
to intermediary then to secondary schools in the large towns and mors
particularly to Damascus. Pupils are recruited from thier respeciive
clans by force, in the sepse that the claas living in each of these five centres
are obliged to provide the Cluns® Department with a certain number
of boys at the beginning of each acadcmic year. The “Clans’ Schools™,
as they are called, are five-class schools; and each class has 30 hoys. Thus,
each school has only 150 pupils at any specific time, and the number
of pepils recruited every year does not exceed 30 hoys in each centre.
The Clans’ Department, however, finds many dificulties in recruiling
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Education

It is difficult to speak aboat the existence of any regular education
among the npomadic groups in both Egypt and Syria. The nature and
condilions of their life, their frequent movements and non-attachment
to amy specific locality prevent from establishing any effective and
systemalic education or a solid system of schooling among them. Al
that a boy can get under the prevailing unfavourahle condilions is the
knowledee of some passages of the Koran; and apart from afew persons,
the whole nomadic population in both deserts can he regarded
as completely illiterate. Yet education is spreading widely, on the
gther hand, amona the mere sedcntarised groups and clans  especi-
glly in Egypt. Serions and conlnuous ¢Horls are also made in Syria to
introduce primary education and to esiablish primary schools ia certain
deserl points which are frequented by the pomads, on the assumplion
that education is the hest, though perhaps not the shortest. way for
breaking down the tribal organisation and erasing the nomadic mede
of livelihood.

A. In the Western Deserd of Epypt, primary schools are found
in &1l the larger villages along the milway line. There are 11 primary
schools in the whole area, attended by 2.383 pupils of hoth sexes. {1)
Educzlion at that satage 13 compulsery for children between 6 and
14 years of aze. There is one inlermediary school (169 pupils) and
one secondary school (59 pupfls) at Mersa Matrouh. There is also
an agricultural schgol at *Amriya. The average age of the pupils
in all stages is higher than that of their males at the respeclive
schools in the Delta. The age of 18 or 19 for example, is very common
among the first-year stedents at the secondary schoel, while the average
agz of studenls at that stage in the schools of Alexandnz and other
parts of the Deltz iz 15 years. The subjects taught at these schools
are exactly the same as those taught In tke schools of the Della,

The agricultural schopl was eslablished at fivst in 1944 at Mersa
Malrouh #o encourage hoys, efter finithing thoir primary education,
to get agricultural training and paractical instrection in eraflsmanship
as well, But from the very beginning, it was clear that the school would
not meet moch success. Only 66 papils attended thz first year, and
thege came, strangely engugh from Alexandria and its vicinity. The
inhabilants of the area did not show any inlerest in that sort of

1. Thasc Sgures were obtained in the summer of 1958,
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B. The Sydan Bedouins live on equally simple food because
of their relative poverty and the difficylty of transporting buge amounts
of food with them on their long trips. But on the whole, they conswne
larper quanlities of meat in  thedr every-day life than do the Egyptian
Bedouins. This i3 due, perhaps, te the fact that they bave mors extensive
and richer grazing grounds and consequently larger Nocks. Also
dates play a more imporaal role in thcir diet cspecially in winter
when they eat them boiled ia milk. The nomadic clans which live
in the eastern parts of Syria, such as Shammar and the Tebboor clans,
bring considerable ammounw of dales from Irag when they cross the
border; in bad years for pasture. Again, they have more incligation
to wheat agd maize than to barley. Wheat, more particularly, plays
in their diet the same role played by batley in the dict of the Egyptian
Bedouins.

Milk plays a major role in the diet of both the Egyplian and the
Synian Bedavins. It occypies a main procipal place in their food
cpecially in spring when the agimals are replenished and milk becomes
more abundant. In fact, it represents the mein item in their diet fog
some five months i.e. duting the wet season trps. Tea apd cofee ars
alse consumed in considerable quantities in both deserts. The Egyptian
Bedouing are more keen on tea. They themsclves allege that a man
may spend on iea mare than be doss on al! other items of food put
together. The tea whick they drink is a very strong and sticky liguid
which hey get by boiling together a large amount of tea and sogar fora
long tme. Tea is usually drunk in small glasses and is served at all bours
of the day. The Syrizns are much more keen on coffee and they spend
quite a Iot of mopty and time on it. A cup of strong coffec and a
picce of bard bread make ap ideal breakfast for most of them. The
pots and utensils necessary for making cofee are the most conspicuous
piece of furniture in the tent. Special care and consideration are given
to the selection of coffec beans, their roasting and grinding just hefore
making collce. Colfee is 2lse served in small cups, and only a Llitile
of it is ollcred at a time, but onc is expecled Lo drink ot least three cups
of it. Some clans would consider it an insult if the guest refuses to
drink the coffec ofered to him. Even strangers whbo are not accustomed
to strong coflee are eapscied to drink once to show good will. Drugs
apd spints are not known among the nomads and semi-gomads in bath
descrts, but the more wealthy of the sedeptary population may drink
date wine. Imporied Europezn Spirils are contumed in epormous
quantites by the wealthy tribal chicfs, espacially in Syda .

a3



The interior of the deir or the temt i3 divided into two section:
by & curtain so a3 to seclude the womenfolk of the tent who are slways
given the innct scclion ealled mafiram: to live in and to redre to it when
there are men gucsis, in the more scttled groups, this curtain may be
made of hard reeds which must, in any case, be higher than the ordi-
nary mau 5o 25 to prevent intruders from looking at the Aareem or the
femals members of the household. This reed curtain is ealled the
serd, and it may be covered, among Lhe more wealthy people, by docorated
woollen cloth. Some nomads compile their lugzage and grain-sacks
in the middle of Lhe tent Lo play the role of the curtain or the zerb.

Food :

A. The food of 1he ordinary Bedouin is gencrally very simple,
conaisting in most cacs of nothing more than a piece of very hard bread
dipped in tea or milk or butter or ¢il. Contrary to the common idea
abont the iphahitants of the deserls, the Bedouins of the Western Descrt,
or rather the mare mohile or comadic section of the population, do not
regard  dates as a poncipal item in their diet. It is not easy for the
ngmads to take wilth them aff their feeds of dates throughout Lheir
long journcys and their frequent movements. Mortover, date-palms
are not grown in large numbers in the Western Desent except ip Siwa
Oasis. Largs quantilies of the Siwi dates are actually consumed by the
more settled population along the coast. Meat also does not play a
leading item in their food. Tt is not consumed in considerehle quantities
except perhaps on the oceasion of feasts and religious cermonies. In
ordinary iile, an animal is seldom killed; for animals and sheep are not
kept for the sake of their meat; they are rather reared for their economic
as well ag their social vzlues. Vegetables and {ruits are consumed in
very emall quaalitics by the more sedenlary groups, but they are almost
entirely absent from the food of the pomadic population. Rice is
regarded asa delicacy, especially if sauce is added to it. The moest impo-
rtant item in the Bedouia diet is cereals, mainly harley and little maize
and wheat. Barley is grown on & large sczle and represents en impo-
rlant and permanent feature in all their meals. Besides making their
bread of barley, 2 certain delicious parridge which 5 eaten when
slill wery hot is made of it. The inhabitants of the Malrouh arez eat
roasted barley after adding salt to it. Very little fish is consumed hy
the groups which live near the sea coast, but the Bedouins in geperal
do not regard fish s an ¢ssential element in their food.
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El Dabhaa district for ipslance) or the modern rneans of communication
(a3 is the casz in the southern tracts} the tent is predominant. And
finaliy, where semi-nomads seek the scrvice apd amenili=s of railway
villages and hamlers, tents cluster near by during tha dry tcasen varying
from 30-200 tepts'” (Wahicba; Eastern Marint; pp, 118-119), Generally
speaking, where the pumber of permanent stone housss aad shacks
decteases the nugnber of lents increases and vice versa.

B. The same pattern of housing prevails, more or less in Syria
but with more zpparent indlination Lo living in tents. The only excoplica
i3 the Gerira areca where ths Bedouins have become more sedcntary
and tend to live in permanent dwellings. The semi-nomadic clans
cluster in larps numbers constituting what they call Hilla, or Hwo-g,
of Naf'e, or Dawwar; all of which words mean village or hamlet. Thess
mobile hamlets may contlin more than 100 tonts at 2 time, hut it is
oot nscestary for the whols clan Lo live in the same homlet. Bost
of the lents arc made of goat hair apd are used all the year round in
spite of the facl that they becoms very hot in summer. The more
wealthy people usually make their summer lents of specizl cotlon cloth,
while winter {ents may be made of camel hair or of pure sheep wool.

All ths membhers of one family, whather it i5 an elsmeatary or
& polygynous family, usually live in one and ‘the same eat. It is only
the chicf who may havs more than one lent for his  wives, children,
scrvants and clisnts.  Also the size of ths lent and thz number of the
supporbing posts correspond with the status of its oocupapts. A large
tent may be lifted up on as many as seven poles and it may cover some
60-100 sq. metres On the other hand, the smallest tent is that lifted
up on only one pole erected in s middle.  Thess very smzll tents are
nsually occupisd cither by widows or by very old lonsly peopls or
sametimes by clients and other persons who take refuge in that clan
from their ensmies. The only exception to this is the Rowalla clans
which prefer to erect their t2nts, in most cases, on a single pole resardless
of wealth or rank or stutuz. However, any change in the gumber of
poles of a tent {3 genorally taken as an indicater of a corresponding
chanpe in the wealth of its occupauts.. The size of the tent, on ihe
other hand, corresponds with the tendency lo sedentary Iife. The
tents of the semi-nomads who inhabit Lhe Buphrales arca, for example,
are much larper than the tents of the pomadic clans who live in the
Dadiya. The clans of the Euphraics do net need, in any case, to ruove
5o frequently or so widely a3 do the more nomadic groups.
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over, a number of stationary lents bhave been erected ntar the railway
slalions and are occupicd By the former semi-nemads who are working
in paid jobs apd who have not yet had the chanee of building a shack
of & stone Lousc.

The lept iz the only mobile dwelling in the dessrl. Most wats
arc of relatively small size and are made of rugs or sack (summer
tents) or of goat hair (winter wnts). Tents arc geactally erected accor-
ding to the direction of the wind; the side facine the wind is always
closed but they open the opposite stde.

Permancnt dwellings concentrate mainfly pear railway siations
and along the northern ¢cullivated siripe. The rest of the area is poeopizd
by mobils tents. The two main centres of concentration of permanent
dwellings are the °Amnya area and the Matrouh arsa, the first
being the principal fig-producing zone in the dasert; the sccond being
the sear of the local government of the Westarn Desert as well 85 an
importgnt trade centre. The pumber of permanent dwellinag drop
sharply in zll other points. Tent cluslers, on the other hand, da not
follow any definite plan and are only temporary and are influenced by
the seasopal chapges, They tend to cluster near the railway villages
during the dry szason and some of these clusters may contain up to 200
lepts or more. By the zdvance of the wet seaspn these clusters end
to break up and disperse widcly over the grazing grounds to the south
of the coastal zone. One does not usnally see  more. than 8-10 tents
in any one place,

It could be said, however, Lhat where better lapnds znd  better
condilipns for settling down are ovailable the number of tents become
smaller 23 is the case at "Amriya and Mersa Matroquh where the people
can casily find more permanent and more relizble sgurces of income.
According to Weheha, there are three factors that seem to have largely
given tise to these distribolonal featyres. “First, dislapce from Lhe
civilising influences propagated mainly by modern mesns of commu-
nications; scconly, and this is a corrollary of the first, how far the
inhabitants of & particular district or locality have taken to sedentary
occupations; thirdly, the attracton of railway secvice villages and
hamlzts to tent dwellers. Where people live in closer conlact with the
NMile Yalley and live more by sedentary occupalions, as in the fig-
producing coastal zonz and El-Amytin, the mohile dwelling gives way
to the siatic. 'Where people live far away either from the Delta (in the
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water,  The wells in the north of the area vield in geperal much mere
water than the southern wells, but the total output i3 m=agrc on the
wholz, The Hamad, on the other hand, is known as “the region of the
Khabbary™ Le. the not very desp boles which boceome filled with rain
water during the wet szason.  Unlike the wells, the Zhabbary are natural
rescrvoirs; ie. they are got dug by man.

Rain, however, plays a major rolz in the life of the Syran claps.
Where rain is more abundant, the people tend to be more settizd and
mare pro perous, while the low rainfall imposes drastic limilations to
human activities.

Thercfore, any development projects and sedentarisation sche-
mes planned for either desen should give much consideration to the
question of water and irs availability. In fact, mest of the conlemplated
projects, to which we shall refer later, epvisage the possibility of better
exploitation of the actual water supplies as well as lappipg all the
potential respurses.

II. CONDITIONS OF LIFE
Hahitation

A. Bedouin dwellings in the Western Desent of Egypt fall
in two types . premanent dwellings and mobile dwellings. In the
permanent dwellings further distinction eould be made between the
stone  houscs which are usyally built of limestone, and the shacks
which are usually made of war debris. The walls of ihe stone houses
are usually covered with plaster and sometimes are whitewashed; the
roofs are flat in most cases, apd because of the scareity and high cost
of wood, the window shutters and doors are generally very small. In
fact, many houses have no window shutters apd somtimes no doors at
all. Windows and doors do not open to the north on account of the
strong northerly winds. Most of the houoses are of two ot three rooms
only which are used for sleeping and receiving guests; domestic functions,
cooking, baking and grinding corn are carried out in the courtyard
which is used at the same time to shelter the apimals at night. Shacks
on the other hand are built in a very rudimentary way, and living
m them can he regarded a3 the first step towards living in mere
permanent dwelliogs for they are usually replaced in Llime by stone
houees.  Shacks do not have windoéws and their sloping roofs are useally
covered with earlh so as to prevent rain water from penetrating. More-
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subterrapean spurces, the high percentzpe of dissolved salts in the under-
ground water, and the shortness of the wet season. Becayse of the
scantity of the subterranean water, rzin is by far the main and the most
imporiant spurce of water. Dut it is an unreliable source because of
the variability of the rainfall and the large amounts of rain-water
which is lost by evaporation and secpage in the sand. The situation
is furtber aggravated by tbe low cultural and lechpical standards of
the people who fail to make the best usc of the available resources.
Thiz noreliability and the erratic nature of rain have drastic ¢ffecls on
the economic and social life of the people as it will be scen in due
cqurse.

To compensate the loss in rain water, artesian wells have to be
drilled so as to tap the subterranean watcr. A large number of wells
have ailready been sunk in the past 50 years especially along the
coast, and rpore particularly in ihe hig-producing arca in the easlerp
part of the desert, between El-Dab’aa and El-Hazmmam. Wells tend to
concentrate in general within a few miles of the coast and are more
numerous in the east than in the west. The wells near the coast ame
usually more shallow (less than 30ft. deep) thaa thoss to the south (aver
100ft. deep). In most cases water is extracted by means of rope and
bucket, but sometimes wells are provided with wind pumps as it is the
case in Ei-"Amriya, Burg-el-Arab and Ras-el-Hikma. Unfortunately,
not all the functioning wells yicld potable water or ¢ven water suishble
for irfigation. The waler of a large number of the ariesian wells is saline
and can only be usad for domestic purpeses. Cerlain experiments
are now mking place at Ras-¢l-Hikma and Fuka to know whether this
saline waler can be used in the irrigation of pasture-lands.

Lastly, a water pipeline was conslructed duting the Second
World War to carry fresh water, mainly for drinking, from the Nile
(the Nubaria Canal) to as far as Mersa Matroub and then by train to
Sallum on the borders.

B. Asimilar situation occurs inthe Syrian Dreseri, although cerlain
places in the semi-desert arez are mofe lucky than any thing in the
Egyptlan Desert with regards to rain. This semi-desert area which hies
to the north of the immaginary line extending between Dramascus and
Abou-¥amal is a “region of wells'". Most of the wells there do not
go deeper than 15-20 metres, but a few of them may reach some 60-70
metres in depth.  Here alse, not all the functioning wells vicld potable
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REGION CLAN NUMEER

El Fhsena 4200
Sab’e Beteipat 6. 180
Sab’e Belzxinat Abdon 5.000
Bani Xhaled 7980
'Emoor &.000
Saleet EQO
Hadeedizcen 35.000
Aleppo Bou-Khamees 6.500
Lohhkaih 2.500
Wahb 5.000
shammar El-Khrossa 15.000
Shammar El-for 10.000
141.000

This means that the nomadic population in 1951 were 141.000. (Compare
this wilh the figure piven on page 4. Both fAgures were provided by
the sarme Department).

The szmi-pomadic clans are estimated 2t about 200.000 people.
They lend to cluster round the water-points especially in' the Hastaka
and the Gezira regions where 2re found some impertant rivers such
a5 the Euphrates, the Gugh-Gaogh, the Belackh, and the Khahoor. In
any case, there iz a general tendeney among the clxns ta leod o seiled
lifc where water is found in zbundance to enzble them to cultivate the
{and, which meana that the water situalion is the main faclor in determi-
ning sedenlary or nomadic life.  Thus tkz sbundares of rain and river
waler ¢in be rozarded as the main factor which had lad o the ssdenta-
rigavign of the Tai 2nd the *Egeidat clans of Dair-el-Zor, apd the Fed aan
clans of the Radd area. YWhatever might be the case, it should be said
that any distinclion betwesn nomadic and semi-nomadic or even sedentary
clans in Syria is an artificial and arbitrary one; for all the claos do
practice both ways of life, but with mare bias towards the one or Lhe
other. The same clans whick are considered from the official peint
of wview as “sedentary’’ are compelled to nemadism in bad years.

Water Supply

A. The probicm of water is, & has already been said, a crucal
on¢ in the Western Desert of Egypt, becanse of the meagrencss of the
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It bas been said that the Mombiteen clans ere mere  clisnts to
the powerlul and warlike Awlad Ak, bat it is generally thought that
they lived in the WesternDesert o long time before the Awlad Al
came from the west. It may be that they themselves came from Libyan
orizin although one theory slates that they are Lhe descendants of the
otiginal Berber inhabitants of the desert. In zny case they like to
attach themselves to the Awlad Ali pot as clicnts but vather as a brangh
of s=zment, thus alleging that they have also desceeded from "Akkar.
The most important clans of the Morabiteen are Fawakher, Qot'zan
Shawa'er, Sheheibat, Tarzki, *Alawna, Awlad Nejm: apd Sawame’s.

Clans and lincages in the Westcrn Deserd are not loczlised. For
in spite of the natural lendency of kinsmen to cluster together and to
live pear each cther, the members of the same clap-ssgment may ha
widely disperszd, while the iphabitants of any locality usually belong
to different clans.

B. The distincripn between nomadic and stmi-nomadic clang
and their distribution in Syriz 15 even mere difficylt than it is in
Eygpt. The intereference of the successive governments in reclassifying
the clans by Issuing laws sccording to which claps were arbitrarily
coneidered semi-nomadic or even sedentary adds o this diffeuliy.
The following table shows, however, the number apd disiribution
of the uomadic ¢lans in Syda according lo the estimates of the Cian
Department in 1951

REGION CLAN MNUMEBER
Rowalla 15.000
Ashag'z-a 2.000
Sawalma 1.000

Damascus *Ahdallah 00
Wweld ali 2.500
Bedcar 600
Ghaitk 1.500
MNa ¢er Nepd 450
Masa'e=d 3.000
Sharaflat 1.400
*Admat 1.500

Seuda-z Shapabelah 1.700
Sardeya 1.000
El-Hassa 3.500
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Diztribution and Orizin

A. Most of the iphabitagls of the Western Desert belong Lo the
Awlad Ali clans who came originally from Libva . A few less impo-
rlant and less numerous clins, the Morabiteenn clans, alsg live thers
az clienls to the stronger and more powerful Awlad Ali. All the Awlad
Al descended from a certaim "Akkar ben Sa’ada or *Akkar el-Sherif,
who tived at Jebel el-Akhdar in Cyrenaica ig the fifth century. They
themsclves dislinguish betwaen two major segments : “The whiles’’ and
“The Beds™. Each segment is segmented in turn inta smaller sub-clans
and Hoeages with distinct eutonomous personalities. Clan segmentation
takes place as a resylt of the increasing numhber of the memhbers of the
kip-group to such an extent that the sociul relations become so confu-
sed that it is thought wiser to  bifurcate into indcpendent szgments,
of as & tesult of inner disputes and conflicts. There is a good dead of
amhiguity and complication with regard to the question of segmentation.
It i3 oot wvery clear, for cxample, whether 2 certain kin-group
makes a clan or a sub<clan or a mere Hneage. It is also very difficult
lo know exactiy the segments of a specific clap, ar which segments
belong to which clan. The most impoctant af the larger kin groups,
to all of which the word *clan”” will be invaciably used, are shown in the
following list. This Lst has heen collected alter such faborious cfTorts
and imvestigatton, bet I shall net be surposed if soms inaccuraciss ocour
In 1L

THEREDS THE WHITES SEMEINA GEMI'AT
*Eshcibat Sanagra Qatcefz Qwassem
Kemeilat Adrad Sammallos Shatloor
Mawalck TAgarma Farawa TAwassa
QJuanathat Awlad Kharoof Mahafecz Mawaba
Qarcedat Garara Awlad Soleiman
MenalTa *Apina Farawra
*Azayam Shawalba Bakakra
Mawamna ete. Mawasza
Manawra efc.
El-Hahoon
Geheihat
Sarahpa
Ze’airat
'Awamma
elc,
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Number and Type

A. The Bedouins of the Western Desert numbered 68,1510 in
1947. QOnly 23,444, i.c. less than half of the total papulation, are livestock
herdsmen (mainly shepherds}. The rest have different jobs such as agri-
culture, fshing, stonc-cutting and trading with the Dcla. It eannmot
be said, however, that nomadism or livestock raising is the exclusive
monopoly of a certain specific sector of the population, for almost all
the iphabitants own sheep, whereas those whom we call herdsmen
do practisg agricultnre at a certain time of the vear. In fzot all sactots
of the population display much interest in livestock or rather in sheep,
which arc regarded as the meost important and most highly esteemed
item of wealth, Pastoral values are still ranking very high in spite of
the recent obvious drift to other professions. But it should be noted
that pure nomadism is not practised cxcept by very small bands of
camel-herdsmen who usually live in the scuthern parts of the desert.
The majority of the herdsmen are shepherds whos¢ movements are
much more limited, in terms of space, than those of the real nomads.

Thzy alse have their prrmanent scttlements to which they retire, when
the grazing scason is over, to cultivate their ficlds,

B. The nomadic population of Syria are estimated to be
about 150,000, There are also some 200,000 pegple who are classifiad
by the Tohal Law of 1951 a3 either Full sadentary or hall-nomadic.
Thue Land Belorm Law of 1958 which was enzcted to regulate land
holding to the Region ! “‘gbolished’ the “state of nomadism™, so as ta
encourage the Bedouin clans to settle down in specific localities and to
practise agricetture. But from a more realistic point of view, the Syrian
Bedouins can be divided inte three main divisions : {a) The full agmads
or the camel-herdsmen, generally called +the peaple of the camcl™ or
“the people of the camel-hair’. They usvally roam deep in the heart
of the desert and their trips may camry them across the borders to the
neiphhouring countiss. The Rowalla is the best example of the
nomadic claps in the Syrigzn Reglon. (B) The half-nomads or tha
semi-nomads, usually called Ahl-el-Ghanam be. “‘people of the sheep™.
They practise some agriculture as well, apd thercfore they lead a semi-
settled life, Thsir movements are only scasonal and do not carry
them to very far places except in exceplonally had ycars. () The
full sedentary claps, usually referred to as fefafesfi or pzasants, who
have settled down in permanent dwellings and have given up almost
entirely to agriculture. They may own snimals especially sheep, but
they trusi them to professional shepherds.

(L} Syria was then part of the United Arab Republic.
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nearly disappears at Sallum pn the borders. Vegetation grows thore
because of the falling of rain and the existance of a number of artesian
wells along the zone. (b) The middle regien which lics sguth of the
coastal zoue, is 3 high plateay with some depressions, Lhe most important
of which i3 the Qartara Depression. (c) The rest of the area, ie. the
mast sputhern region, is real arid desert. The coastz] zope is the only
really inhabited part of the Western Deserl, and boyond it there is
hardly any prospect for cultivalion,

The climate of the area presents a transitional stagz hetweeg
the Maditerrarean ¢limate which prevails in the porth  and the sub-
tropical dry ¢limate in the south. The summer iz usually cloudless
and wvery warm, teoding fo grow hotter in the south, while the wet
season, uswally extending from November to March, i3 gencrally mild
especially to the north. Rain, in the form of heavy showem of short
duratien. begins to fall early in November, but January is generally
considered the wettest month of the year. The arca which really
crjoys the runfall does not extend in facl to more than 50 kilometres
ta the south and in most yzare rain does not reach the intand except very
occasiorally. Rain also has & very erratic pature; it varies widely and
sharply from year to year and from one place to apother; it may como
quitc suddenly taking the form of torrents which swecps everything
away a3 it very often happens in the Sallpm area.

B. The Syrizn Desert covers some two-thirds of the whple
area of the country, but most of it cap be ¢lassificd as semi-desert
which i3 actually exposed to rain duting the wet scason.  Only the
further parts to the east of the inland, known as the Hamad, are really
arid and uacultivatable due to the scareity of rain and subsurface waler.
The Hamad covers about 20 per cent. of the total arcg inhabited by
the pomadie and semi-nomadic clans of Syria. The amount of rainfall
15 also variable. It reaches some 250 mms. in the semi-desert arcas
which separate the northern plzips from the south, but it never surpasses
the 100 mms. level in the Hemad area. Raigfall may declipe sharply
in bad years thus causing droughts and deaths of animals, as it happened
in 1951 and 1958. Most of the rain falls in autumn and winter; spring
and summer are generally hot and dry. A considerable amount of water
is dost by the summer heat, and some authorities state that abaut ome-
foruth of the total amount of rain is lost by evaporation, but this loss
can casily be compensiled for by lapping subterransan water and
by betier utilisation of the water of strzams and rivers.
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dzserl. It has been easicr to contact the Egyptian clans, for Lhey usually,
and more particularly during the dry seaspn, cluster in the namow
cpastal zone and alonpg the railway line and scldom move very deep
m the desert. However, some twenty days were devated to the clans
of the Gezira region, most of which were spent at Hassaks and the
nearabouts

In choosing these three communities for a mere detailed investis
gation, it was laken into censideration not only the availahility of clans
during that specific period of time during which the study was carmzd
out, but also the poszibilitiss and the potentialities which thess centres
might ofer towards the folfilment and the execution of any intended
sedentanisation projects The three communilies are excellent examples
of what canbe doneif it is wanted to establish sedeptary communities
to replace the nomadic and semi-nomadic agarepgales of the desert.

Apart from the shortness of the period spent in the field, some
other difficulties were faced. The scantity, somstimes the non-existence,
of means of frapsport imposed certain checks on my contacts, This
diiculty was overcome, however, to soms extent, in the Gezira region
due to the kind courtzsy of Col. Adeeb Qadi Ariha of the Clans
Dept. nt El-Hassaka, who kindly offcred vthicle and puide, Lhus enahling
me to contact the Shammar and the Jeboor clans. The abssnes of
relisble statistics has nlso heen a real ohstacle.  All olbicial figures
guoted here shauld be taken with much caution; they are only very
apptoximative.

I. THE GEMNERAL SETTING

The Area

A. The Western Desert of Egypt can be  divided from the
geographical point of view into three main divisions with outstanding
different characterislics : () the coastal rone or the green sinpe
known as the Dera’s Bakari which consistz mainly of Lhe Fertile
and cultivated lands along the Mediterranean from the west of Alexandria
to the Egyplian - Libyan frontlers. Bourded on the north by the sea,
it stretches soms 20 to 5D kilometres to the south, reaching its widest
at eastern Mariut, but hzcoming natrower towards the west until it

72



THE NOMADIC AND THE SERLENOMADIC
TRIBAL POPULATIONS OF THE EGYIFTIAN WESTERN DESERT
AND THE SYRIAN DESERT

by

A.M, ABOVU-ZEID

INTRODUCTION

This study is based on data pathered during two ficld trips
carrfed put in the Wesrern Desert of Egypt and the Syrian Desert
during the summer of 1958 at the rcquest of the International Labour
Office.  Fach trip took soms eight weeks, and it was requested that the
study should follow the lines of anthropological field research and use
the methods and techniques of social anthropology. The LL.O.
provided me with a long list of problems and questions Lo investigale,
but because of the short pertod spent in Lhe ficld it was practically
impossible ta cover all the points included in that list. Tt is hoped
however that the unanswered probl=ms as well as the wide gaps which
may be found in this preliminary survey will be dealt with in subsequent
and more lengthy trips.

Anthropotogical field studies are usually carried gut in mom
defined and  smealler communpities $o as to peach a more  intensive
investization. A full anthropological investigation takes usually
two years, and in any case one should net slay in the field less than a
whaole year. Therelore, it was planned for thess Initial trips to make
a general survey of the wholz area, and to carry out at the same time
some more igtensive Inawries in a few more defined communities.
The Mariut and Matrouh regions in Egypt and the Gezira region
in Syra were selected for that inquiry. {t was more dillenlt
to carry out research of anthropological mpature in Syria because
of the wide gispersal of the clans in the vast stretches of Lhe
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All the ancient and recent historans anree :

1. That e crusade iz a struggle batwesn the Christian West
and the Islamic East.

2. That it aims at capturing Jerusalem from the Moslems, and
mzintaining th: Latin colenies in the East, 50 that they might serve
as & hase for their aims.

Thz crusade of Louis IX on Syria fulfilled these two conditions.
Its maia object was to occupy Jerusalem and keep Lhe frankish provinces.
Hesidcs, it was a struggls between the Western Christians and the Eastern
Moslems.

It is true that Louis®s crusade was not a military strife, like the
other ones. Butit was a political and diplomatic strife, aiming at the
same targzt. It reminds us of Frederc IT's crusade in 1228 A.D.,
which edded in capturing Jerusalem for the Latirs without blood-
shed. Instcad of wSing instrumecnts of war, Louis applied diplomatic
m&ans in order to achieve his aim of expansion aecd colenisation ia
the territories of the Tslamic Middle East'.

1. Atiya,op, eit.,18. I distusscd this Dew opinton io celailin my book “Louwis
IX in the Middle East™, 340-5), 1 wish to take Lhis oppofiunity af thanking
Professor G. W. Coopland, Emeritus Prafessor of Medieval Hislory, University of
Liverpoo], for having read my acoempt of my sources and main conclusipns in the
matter of Louis's sojourn in Syria, to which ho added many helpful remarks,
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Keep their colanies during the half cenmry that followed Louis's depar-
ture in 1254 A.D.

The scheme of the French King, Louis 1X, cams to anend when
he heard of the d=ath of his mather, Blanghs of Castile, who ruled France
during his shsence in the East. He held a council ia Sidon, in which
he decided to return to the West!. Ia April [254 A.D., Le embarked
from Acte, and reached his capital in September of Lhe same year, alter
an absence of six years in Egypt ard Syria 2,

Third, Louis IX spent four years in Syria, during which time
hetried to maintain the Latin Kingdominthe Eastand capture Jerusalem.
Therefare, &= drcw up an ingenious many sided plan, with a vicw o rea-
lizing his 8im. He first attempted to raise & military campaiga which
proved unsucessaful, His failure did not prevent him from exchanging
embassics and establishing diplomatic relstions with the Maoslems,
Mongols and Chrisrians.

On these grounds, we msy claim that Lowis’'s eadeavours in Syria
eonstitute by themselves a orusade of a particular and definite pature.
It is distinguished from other crysades by being a diplomatic, polilical
and reeomstructive, rather than g military iavasion.

We may also conclude from these facts 2 new opinion in the
history of the Crusades; nameiy that Louis TX led, not twd crusades
as is grmerally acknowledged by historians, but three, the fArst against
Egypt, the second against Syria, and the third sgainst North Africa
The cnusads of Louis I on Syria can be considered among the main
campaigns known in the history of this movemernt, It is a sidge in
the long chain of the clzsh between East and West, and an era in this
crusading and wniversal movement®. Tt brought the Islamic East
in gotact with Lhke Christian West, and had its serious effecls on Lbe
course of events, not only in the Middle Ages, but also in modern times.

In order to wadersiapd this new thzery, we must fotm 2 clear
idea of the nature of a gruszds.

1. Mampis, XX, 320,
2. Joinville, 338 sgq.; Emcles, IT, 441,
3. Atilya, Crnusade, Commerce and Cultore, 19, 23 s34,



Ismacliang with regards to the polilical strife between the French King
and the Moslems of Egypt and Syria.!

It is notable that this stage sheds 1ight on 2 vague epochin the
history of Chuistizo-Iimaclian relations. We have gone Lhrough the
Idlamic sogrcrs, original and sécondary, prinled and io manusefipt,
but found nothing concerning the embassics between Leouis IX and
the Assaniins of Syriz. But, fortunately, the work of Joinwille? is
considsred zutharitative on this peint; while Rolhelin® referted to
it in few unimportant lines.

Louis’s schems in Syria extended to the Far East, the nation
of the Mongols. His policy towards the Monogols aimed at winning
them to the side of the Western Christians, and wsing them in his sooupgle
against Tslam,* This situaon way, in fact, a continuation of the
Papes’ general policy.* Louis contacted them while he was in Cyprus,
and during his stzy in Palestine. Arndré de Longjumeau was the chisf
of the first embassy,® and Guilltume de Rubruck was the head of
the serond?.  But his messengers met wilh no success in their at-
tempts. Though Louis’s plan to form & Christian-Mongolian block
aginst the Moslems proved fruitless, yetit helped to direct the interest
of the West towards the Far East.

But this does net mean that the duty of the French Kiog in the
Holy Land was finished. He alzo paid attention to the Latin Kingdom
inthe East. He fortified the coastal cities, and tried to unitz the Franks
and their proviacss, 50 as to bz able to withslend the assanlts of the
Arabs®. As a result of thiz reformation, the Franks were able lo

1. CI my book,* Loz IN in the Middle East™, 2334

2. Joioville, Z4G-54.

3. Rothelin, IT, 624.

4, Joinville, 74; Matt. Paris, IT, 31%; of. lorga, 165; Guizot,90.

3, Ativa, Crosade i the Later Middle Ages, 213-11 & notes,

6. Jainville, 74, 25%-270; of. Rotholin, IT, 560-71; Guill. de Marngis, X00,36.

7. Aliya, op. ¢it., 243-6; d'Ohsson, Hist. dea Mongols, 11, 284-98, 303-10.

8. Bmulies, XX, 16; Saint-Pethus, X3, 68; Naagis, XX, 385; Joinville, 308-8,
318, 336, Eracles, IT, 440-1; d'Awvesnes, XX, 170
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in February 1251 A.D., 10 which the Ayoubites met with a great failure.?
He then signed .a trezaty witb Lhe Emirs of Egypt in May 1252 A. D.,
which is called the “Treaty of Cesare™, after the city of that mame.
We have no offiicial desumsnts, Moslem or Christian, to includs the
terms of this important treaty. We have, therefore, to depend on the
reforences to it that oecur in some of the original Western sources, espe-
crally Joioville, Rothslin, and Matthew Paris.? As for the Eastern
autheritiss, aaly three of them, Al-Aini, 1bn kathir, and 1bn Bhadur,
give brief mantion to it? It is noticeablathat it was Lhe pelitieal sit-
uation in the raiddlz East that determined the policy of Louis.

Bur, the peace between the Emirs of Egypt and Syria in April
1253 A.D., due to the interference of the Abaside Khplif, was & blow
to Louis’s hopes* With Lhe ¢nd of the struggle, ithe Mamelouks
bzgn to establish their authority in Egypt, while the Ayoubites of SyTia
were now able 1o war against Louis and the Latin colonies in the East.
There were many skirmishes near Taifa, Aere, and Sidoa, in which the
Arabs were victorious, and many of the Franks died in thz fisld of
battle. The French King waged a counter crusade against the Islamic
city Banias, but it came to no result. Although none of these barttles
was decisive, yet they annoyed tbe Lating, and proved the weakorus of
their proviness. These battles helptoshedlight onihe relations between
tht Moslems and the Cmsaders during 2 dark period elmost completaly
neglected by historians, 3

Louis, thea, tricd to establish pood relalions with the Istmaclians
of Syria, agtinst the Sunnis in the Middie East. He negotiated with
th: Odd Man of the Mountain, the chief of this Shiaite sect. But the
negotiations yiclded no treaty. It only guaranteed the neutrality of the

1. Tem Wasil, I, 331 B384 A; [bn al-Diawzd, VI, 51%; Al.*Aiai, XVII,
11, 323-6; ef, Rothelin, If, §24-5; Eracles, IT,440; Matt. Paris, I1, 481

2. Jginville, 282<4; Rothelin, I, &268-9; Matt. Parls, T0, 3024,
3. Al-*Aini, X¥II, §i,344; Ibo Kathlr, XIIT, 184; Tbn Rhadur, 170,

4, Coucernig this point se¢: Al-*Aini, XVIII, ii, 339, Al-Makrizi, 1,1i,382-5;
Joinville, 254,

5. Tor [further dstafls gee @ Agnales, IL, U, 445; Eracles, IT, 440-1 ; Joinviile,
296302, 3108,
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The attituds of both the Papacy and the Empire towards Louis
during his slay in Syriais also importast. Pope Inmocent IV did not
assist Loals, but did his best to hinder his attempts for another crusade,
s0 that he might ¢mploy the ¢rusaders in his struggle against the empire,
according io Mait. Paris’s opinion in his “Historia Anglorum™.!
And Matt. Paris’s record concerning this matter is imporiant, because
he was contcmporarious with Inmocent’s papacy, and above all he
helonged to the order of the church.

In tht mcantimeg; th: smperor Frederie II, the pope’s rival,
played a double rdle. On the one hand he assisted Louis, because he
was a Christian and on good terms with him.? On the other hand
he did his best to ¢stablish good relations with the Egyptian authborities,
biing anintimete friend of El-Kamel Mchammed and his son EI-Euln:h
Aiyoub, so much so that Abu’l-Fida', the Moslem historian, considered
him more of 2 moslem than a Christian 3, while the Christians copsidered
him a semi Christian or a half Moeslem#* Conecroing this point, we
find good malerial in the ariginal sources, especially the works of Join-
ville, Ton Wasil, Al-“Aini, and Abw’l-Fidz*

Louis’s failure to raise a military crusade did not prevent him from
bencfitting from the political situation in the Islamic East. For the
wellare of his crusading cause, the French King ¢xploited the disputcs
bttwecn the Emirs of Egypt and those of Syria, after the revolution
of the Mamslouks.® Each of the two opposed parties tried te win
him toitsside; but he kept nzutral without adopting any d=finite policy,
untilhe decided to side with Egypt aleer the dacisive battle of Al-*Abbasa

1. Rlatt, Pavis, IT, 333, 462-3, 458; cf. Bray, 263; Miller, Med. Reme, 75;
Daviz, England, 434.

2. Matt. Paris, II, 404, 426-7; Matt. of Westmiaster, II, 311,319; Wisgler,
261; of. Al-Aini, R.H.C.-H.Or., 11,1, 199-200.

3. Abu'l-Fida", I, 148; cf. Al-fAini, op. cit., 199.
4. Conder, Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, 346

§. Mutt. Pars, II, 450; Gpistola Ludovici, T, 1199; Guill. do Nangis, XX,
383; Baudoin d"Avesnes, X001, 163  CF. alsa : Tbo Wasil,II, 375 sqq.; Al-fAini, XVIIL,
i, M9 sqq.; Al-Makrizi, Al-sulik, I, 1i, 367 sqa.

6. Joinville, 242, 254-6; Rothelin, IT, 620 .; Guill. &> Chartres, XX, 31;
Guill. de Saint-Pathrs, XX, 956,
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Alter his defeat in Egypt in 1250 A.D.,! Louis voyaged to Acre,
the capital of the Latin Colony in the Islamic Egst sipce the fall of
Jernsalem, with a view to pursping th: campaign against the Moslems,
parficularly alter he had found that the political situation in the
middle and far East encouraging. Truly, Lthe Latin provinges were
in a feeble state, but the disputes hetween the Prairs of Egyptand Syria
diming that period, and the tmditional hostility beiween the Sunniz
and the Shiailes, gave Louis 2 golden chance. 2 Besides, the French
King was waiting for the news of the embassy which he had sept to the
Mongols during his stay in Cyprus before his campaign on Egypt.?
All these presuadad him to stay in Palestine, and to make attempls to
1aise a new crusade ggainst Islam.  But his atiemps proved unsuccessful,
because the situation of the Christian West and the Latin East did not
enable Lthem to levy an army for a pew crusade. 4

We must alsa refer to the Acre council, which was held to discuss
whether to return to the West or stay in the East. This counci] had
great jmportance. Th2 French king deciared in it his dacision to stayin
SyTia to defend it and realize his aim. Tn this council he oytlined his
crusading policy during his stay in the Holy Land. Joinviile’s record
coucerning this coupeil is of great importance, because he was an eye-
witness. He glso expressed his idea to Louis regarding the tampaign,
and recorded it in his work together with the various opinions of the
other crusaders who took partin the council.®

This leads us to another point. Before Louis took any decision
concerning his policy in Syria, b2 used to hold a coupeil to discgss the
problems with his connsellors. He would thendeclare his decision,which
gencrally agreed with the view of the majority.  Unless the {atter's view
opposed his gim, as it happencd in the Aere council, then he would
carry out his decision.  From this, we may cooclude that Towis adopled
a system which was much in edvance of the age,

1. Cf my book "Louis's D=feat op the Nile Bankey. Cairo, 19607

2. Matt, Paris, I, 460; Episiola Indovici, I, 1199; Guili. da Nangis, XX,
383 CL elso ;: Thn Waml II, 373B-374B; Tm Al*D_anzl Y11, 513; Abu Shnma,
Dh.aiIalvrawdﬂLain,II,ZDT

3. Joinville {zd, Wajllyy, 74,

4, Matt, Parls, I, 450, F, 65, 483, 497-8; ef. Bréhier, 226; Stevesen, 331;
Crrousset, Crois., I, 494; idem, Sum of Hist., 17§-9,

3. Joimville, 218-18; ¢f. Rothelin, X1, 622; Epistola Ludovicl, T, 1199.
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THE CRUSADE OF LOUIS IX ON 5YHTA

I1250— 1254 A.D.

By
JOSEPH NESSIM YOUSSEF (FH. D)

The obicot of this essayis toshed liht on the broad lines of the
history of Louis IX, kinz of France, in Syria from 1230 {o 1254 A.D., his
achievemants during that period, the plan he devised and follewed to
mainrain tke Latin Kingdem in the Holy Land, and capture Ferusalem,
which had Fallen in the hands of the Moslems in 1244 A D!

Louis’s stay in Syria has been referred to, only in lines of parts
of chapisrs in secondary refercaces. We bhave thercfore, to depend
on original souress, Oriental and Oecidental, printed or in manuseript.
The majerity of the Oriental sources have ngt yet been published, while
most of the Latin apd medisval French sources are siillin their origipal
languages.

When we come to comsider the original Buropzan references,
we are bound to begin with the writings of thoss historians and chro-
niclers, who were in Louis's company in Syriz . Jean do Joinville,
Geofiroi de Beaulicu, Guillaume de Chartres, Guillaume de Nangis
and others, were then Louiz™s coumsgllors whe took active part in the
evenis of the peried. On the other hand, the Oriental sources are. rich
in new material concerning the state of the Moslem world at the time.
The most impartant of these are the works of Ihn Wasil (1207 — 1298
A. D), Sibt Ihn al-Diawzi (1186 — 1257 A.D.),and Abyu Shama {1203 —
1268 A D}, who were conlemporarics of Loais,and who give us a vivid
picture of the Moslem world, aed its tesponse (o and actions against
Louis and the Latin West.

1. A book of mioe appeared in Atabic, pamsly ““Louis IX in the Middls
East-Palestine's Case During the Prriod of the Crusades. Cairo, 1259, This book
deals with the detaiis of this plan, and the resules thereof,
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industry, on mattzrs domeslic and forcign end addressed himself direcly
to those two princes om whom at times ks hopes of so many were
Exed-—Charles ¥I of Frapee and Richard IT of England.

But the main theme to which Philippe de Mérires consecrated
almost 1hz last four decades of his life 2pd around which most of his
literary aclivity was cenlred, was the (oundation of the new Order of
Chivalry of the Passion. Already in 1384 Philippe added to his first
plan of 1367-2 the so-called second redaction. Again, the establish-
ment of peace between Enpgland and France twslve years later seemed
oppartunz to Philippe to repew his appesl for the foundation of the
Order. Thus in 1395, a fow months before the battle of Nicopolis,
Philippe wrole what is known as the thind redaction of his trcatise on
the Chivalry of the Passion.! Mews of the defeat of (he Christian
army at Nicoplis reached Paris on Christmas cve the same  year 2.
The following year Mézidres wrote his last work L'Episile lamentable
ei consolatoire,

Nothing i3 known of the last eight years of Philippe’s Lfe. Hs
died in his retreat at the Convent of the Celestines in May 1405, By
his last will of April 1405 he Ieft all his possessions Lo Llhat House,
and was buried inthe Chapel which he. had built thece years belore,
The Church of St. Denis stll possesses the gilded copper plaque which
was at one time fixed abo¥e his womb, It conlains the words, ‘O beali
patres Celestini, divini sacerdotes Del allissimi, mementole, absecro,
mei, zelatoris vestri, Philippi, quondam cancellanii Cipri nominati’.?

1. Trke sources of Philippe's new Order of the Passion are the subject of
Pant T of this article to be publisked later.

2, Atiya (A.S.), “The Crumde of Nicopolis', Lendon, 1934, p. 101,
3. Jorga, op. cit.,p. 512 o 2,



regularly, distdbuted the King's alms,' ard accompanied him to
Beauté-sur-Marne. In the autumn of the following year, he travelled
with the Duke of Anjou to Avignon, and probably carried out Charles
¥’s ordezs in attempling a reconciliation between tke young Pierre I of
Cyprus and the Genoese.  Alter his return to Paris to report the failerc
of his misslon, another of the aumerous gzps in the record of his life
ocours, 2ad on the evidenee 5o far availaple, no statement can be ventured
a3 tp his movements tp theend of 1376.  Hewas back in Pansin Jaauary,
1377, and speat the following twelve months in the city. It was perhaps
at this time that he was made tutar to the Dauphin, the future Charles
¥l 2

When Pope Gregory Xl died in 1373, the cardipzls metin Rome on
2 April and elected Urban V1as the now pope. In Seplember of the same
year they declared the electioninvalid as having been made under duress
and proceeded o elect Cardinzl Robert of Genava, who took the pame
of Clement VII and prompily returned to Avignon, Along with the
rest of the world, including the King of France and the Upiversity of
Paris, Meériéres accepted the election of Urhan ¥I; but on the 16th
Movember of Lhat year Mézitres was almost certainly present at the
great assembly at whick Charles ¥ gave his support and that of France
to Clement VII. Philippe de Mézitres slated in. Lthe Songe o Viedf
FPelerin the reasons and the various arguments which hed influsnced him
in this transfer of allegiance. ?

From the opeping of the Schism to the death of Charlss V
in 1380, Philippe was not far from the King. He was almost certeinly
present at his deathbed. The Kipg's death meant a change in
Philippe's position as well ag in that of many of his infuential friends.
He himscli benceforward, as be tells us, # withdrew to the Celestine
Convent in Paris. His large literary output in the last twenty five
years of his life is a rcflectlon of the events, the hopes, the feams
gnd the failures of those years. He wrote, with almost incredible

1. Jarga, oo. cit., p. 423 1. 5.

2. Seooge du Vitil Pelerin, I £ 2 v. I : ¢ . marchander a ung Fauleon
Pelerig Biank zu becetpicz dorex, qu'il a norry et apprivoyse et duqeel il a czte
piemier fauloopner.”

3. abid, f113 v, of. Jorga, ep. cit., p. 437,

4. Mova Religio Passionis, [, 48v. 1: ¢ feci quemdam saltum, videlivet
de guria regum, de valleliliprum ad montem celest@orum..

33



in which the Christian princes were reproached for Lheir indifference
to the fate of the Holy Land, and the second his Vitg 8. Petri Thamasii
tcferred to above.!

Finally afler further ncgoliations or attempted negotiations with
the Yenstiaps, the end of all hopes came with the 2ssnssination of
Pierre [ de Lusigonan on January 17, 1369, and the murder o impri-
sonment of his friends. This tragedy marked o torning  peint in
Philippe’s life. He ceased to be 2n actve crusader and Benocforwand
h= was to deal with the Christian world through his writings. He lived
in close seclusion for a2 while i ¥enice, and fov the next two or three
years almost disappesis from our view.

At the heginning of 1372 FPhilippe lelt Venice for Avignon, where
be pronounced a discourse on the otcasion of the election of Pope Gregory
X1, He remained in Avignon in ¢lose touch with the new Pope pro-
bably until early in 1373, when he was summon=d to the court of France.
As he rode to Paris he carried with him the knowledge derived from
nearly thirty years’ experience of men and cities. At the age of forty-¢iz
he was to trapsfer his affection and allegiance to the King of Franes.
Ho had abandoned nothing of his hopes and plans, but they were to
cenire now in the Hounse of Valois.

The first mention of Mézidres in Parts occurs in documenis of
May 1373 which speak of him as King’s Councillor, in which kzis granted
a pension of twelve hundered livies & year and the glt of two
houses edjoining the Palace of 5t. Paul. The act of donalion mentions
the services that Philippe had readered 1o the King in ‘many 4od various
ways'.? Mo clus appears to exist as to what these services were, or
when 1hey were renderad, but it seems pormisible o deduce that May
1373 waa not the dme of the first meeling between Kipg and Coungciller.
It is clear Lhat Mézidres continued Lo serve Charies ¥ {13564-1380), as in
October 1374 his pame appears in the List of those chosen by
King the to advise the Queen and the King's brothers in Lhe event of
a regency at the King's death? He altended council mzetings

L. This work waa privted by Henschen in deip Soociorem, under 29 Jaguary.

2. Archives Wationales J¥ 105, Mo. 107, of. Jorgs, op. cit. 1. 421 o. &: ‘En
consideration de bons cf trta agnéables services que nosire hicn-aimé. . Philippe do
Mzisifres. .nows a faiz. . en pluseurs et diversss manifres et faitencores chascunjour.’

3. Jorg, op. cityp. 423 0 4.

52

cf



Pierre Thomas died at Famagousta on 16 Januery, 1386, apd
it was for Philippe that Thomas ealled on his deathbzd. His Life of his
friend and spiritual father, writicn in 1366, remains to this day the ehicf
record of the career of Pirrre Thomas.

The complexity of Near Easlern polities is shown in  the menths
that followed. About the eud of Juns, Mézitres apain travelled to
Europe, carrying megsages to Christian prinees announcing bis master's
intention of launching another crusade and asking for afd. Bat to
the Venetians, occupied with projects for remswed trade in the Levant,
and Lo Pepe Urban ¥, beginning to consider the possibilities of a return
from Avignon te Rome, such letiers were an zeute embarrassment, and
their bearer unwelcome.

Philippe, however, way undismayzd by the Pope’s decline to
sponsor another croszds.  He made his plans for a gecond four of the
cowrts. He also thought of gaining adberents for his Order of the
Passion. If it was difficull to find volunteers Lo join the service of his
King, at least the Order, if founded, would champion his master’s pro-
jects. Bo in 1367-8 he drew Lis first plan for the foundation of the
Order which, he was earefu! to point out long afterwards, had pot been
hastily thought of in some Loadon or Paris tavern.! Meanwhile
Pierre I de Lusignan carricd oot successful attacks on the coast of Syria,
and ipflicted serious damages on the Sullan of Egypt, Al-Ashral
Sha’ban (1363-76).

On bis second four of the courts, Philippe visited Castils and
Argon, and perhops Portugal, carrylng out hazardgus journecys,?
which for extent and dzaper may be comparad with thase of the Apostle
Payl whom he was so found of queling. To this period also belong,
apart from his corretpondence, two works of importapes. Ons, now
lost, was a Lemientatio super Jherusalem de Neglipestio Christimorum,?

1. Chevaleric oo la Passion, £, 13 v.: ‘Et cogpit dit o Ja doubtapee de
Diicuct grant reverchics, emour ot sucune eplormanicn d=s vaillans chevalisrs dy
tempa pressnt, gui ont devocion a L sainte Chavalenis dy bengit Filz do Dica f
pe sont pes du temps oy-desjus recite, afin qu'ilz slent clerc comgpeissance que
ladicte Chovalerie n'e pas estotrpuves de nouvel wo Songic en la taverne & Pars
ou a Loodees.”

2. Jorga, op. cit., p. 346,

3. Philippe made refarence to this lost work in his Nova Retigio Pussionis,
£.20 r.2;¢. quia memini we in Libcllo-Lamentacionis Jhermalem de negligensia
Chastianonum  latise seripsisse, and jn La Chevaleric dc la Passion, £ 53 w.
‘.. cir Il me sowvient gQue en un petit volume intitwc la  lementation
de Jheruzalem de la negligencs des cresticns j'en ay cseript asser Jargemenl.”
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too that he journeyed north, though whether in company with his
royal master or not is doubtful. Probably it was alsg in this year that
Philippe made a wvisit 1o the Scapdinavian countries.

On his return to Venice at the end of 1364, he found disappoinl-
ment again, The rebellion in Crete had occupied the Yenetians, and
crgsaders -assembled in Venice had made the long delays an cacuse
te return to their homes. Further compliealions arose from the
quarrc] hetween the Genocese and the Prince Regent of Cyprus, and
Philippe may have accampanied Picre Thomas 1o Genoa carly in 1365.

However, Lhe main putcome of the tremendous cffpris of tha Lhree
personalilics — Pierre I, pur author and Pierre Thomas — culminated
in the crusade against Alexandda in i365. The city was capturcd and
sacked to the amazement of the Weslern world. Pierre de Lusignan in
the presence of his barons, knights and the Pope's legate, offered Philippe
one third of the revenues of the city for the foundation of the new Order
of Chivalry of the Passion.! But the singleness of purpose of the
King, of Pierre Thomas and of Philippe de Mézitres found no reflection
in their followers. The campaign ended in the withdrawal of the Chri-
sting host after days of sepseless slaughter and pillage. Theswhele episode
mast have added to Philippe’s store of experience. It was clear to him
that the ¢rusaders who took part in the attacl on Alexandria were
molivated by precd rather than devotion to the cause; knights and
warriors of the new Order, therefore, were to take po heed of the booty
acruired from the enemy, because it would be distributed among them,
each according Lo his merit, by wise and honest members of a council
zecgrding to the holy Rule of the Qrder. ?

1. Cheoveletic do ta Passion, £ 1T r.z ¢ .. le vaillapt roy Pierrs de Liringnsn
ledit venrdredi an véspe, & gfantrcpos £t o grant joye eslagt op son bootel oo
Alizandre, appelle la douane, cn proseace du beapit legat dy pape do Romme et de
ses harons of chovalicry, plaipnoment dospa, pour l= commmepeemept de la
Chevalerie moctre sus, la ticrce partie de- touts 13 cite d'Alixandre, .’

1 ibid. £ 8% r. *.. ooz chovalices ef combatans an pillage £t aus
dezpoulles des atemis comment qu'il soit  arester oe poront en  laissant
leurs banists sur paine de tres prcl coulpe, mais cheux qui par les preaidons
serant ordencs et mom awres requellernat les derpoullts aprss la wickaire
sans regart et avarice, Et tout sera requelli o 1'wiilite do la chose publigus de
nogire Sainte Chevalerie,laquells deypoulle et proie des ancmis en L'ost ot a
rcpos scra divisee ot departie, et aucune fois mon, par certains esleus du conseil,
sages et prodommes €t 5an3 avanice, 8 combatans du etuciflx, selone le metite de
chaseun, teozat la saipte regle .. °
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the ¢cowrts of Europe,' usually with the aolject of paining comverts
to the plan of a cousade of which his King should be the lsader. In
the years 13614, when Piefre I was touring Eufope® to ssek support
for the erusade, Philippe and Pierre Thomas, after 2 stay in  Avignan
in which they won over Urban V to their cause, visited Milan, Bologna,
Vepice #nd other Iialian cities, exhorting, preaching, scttling local
differences, and more oftzn than ¢ver they were dizappoinled at the
lokewarm receplion given o their main mission® In 1363 Phiiipp_a
and Pierre Thomas were deputed to arbitratein the old quarrel between
EBernabo Visconll, the tyrant of Lombardy, and the Church* This
was a delicate business and  breught Philippe iato the full stream of
Italian politics, and what French envays had [ailed to de was now
achieved by Philippe and Pierre Thomas, An obshacle to the crusade
had betn removed and Philippe was free to preach the movement in
the towns now restared by Bernebo to the Church.

The year 1364 was a full one for Mézitres, We know of his
presénce in Venice, without whose aid in ships no crusade was possihle,
and in Milan, where he addresses a Ietter to Amadeus of Savoy,
imploring him not to postpons the crusade® It was in this year

1. Chrvalenie de la Paasion, E 17 v. @ 7le povre Ascdant Desir pour cells
mEsmt cause,. . avee e dit roy et sans sa pressnce, opecisl messagler do sa magna-
nimite royale, par X ans ou environ coutinpelment oo Exlautro chose que d'aler
drarient 1 cecident, de midi en eeprentrion, & paps Urbain ot 3 pape Gripoirs, aux
roys desegs diz ¢t 3 plyssurs autes, qyx grans prioces ot commumes de la cresticnte
Cathnlique |, *

2 ibid . 16 v—17.r.: “Eocares Jo vadlant roy, en pourchastant
lc saint pazsage et Ja  siiote ‘Chevalerie, en propee persoons visita Charles,
roy de Brhaigoe et Empereur = Romme, |8 vzillant 1oy de Hongrie, Je roy
do Pollane,lea g de Prancs, Jehan et Charles, 1z roy Edounrl d*Angleterre ot aussj
pomoe toutes lag régions d"Ocident, en dermandant partous aide Et principalment
il fut a la pr&sence iy benoit pape Urbain quint. .

3. Ibid., f. 17w, : .. Andant Desir, a grant Lraveil et perilz saps nombre
ct du corps et de Vame, oue foiz triste, 1'autie foiz ¢n joye, une foiz conforts, ot cent
faiz desconlarte, 1'une foix honoouro ¢k pluszurs foiz dogabe .. *

4. Oa the whole episode of the war between the Church and the tymnt of
Lombarndy, vide Jarga, op. cit., pp. 206 - 223,

5. Jorga, op. git., p, 241,
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Philippe may have lelt Cyprus for the West some time in 1343.
We are ypcertain a8 to his movernents in the mext few years. Inp 1354
he appeared at Pontarson in Normandy, serving under Amoul d’Audre-
hem, marchal of France.

Pierre I was erowned King of Cyprus on hiv father’s abdication
in 1358, and in April 1360 was crowned King of Jerusalem. This marked
an important stags in Philippe’s life. At Lhe age of lhirty three he
retorned to Cyprus to resume bis conneclion with Pierre and at the same
tim= to meet one of the most extraordipary figures of the fourteenth
century, the Carmelite Pierre Thomas. He was as zealous for the
crusade as was Philippe himself, and in May 1359 was appointed
hy lunocent Y1 {1352-62) Legate to Lhe East and commander of the
forces which were then setiog out to the help of Conslantinople, and
it waz he who crowned Piemre as King of Jernsalem at Nicosta, Three
men of character were met and the dmes wore opportune.  Philippe’s
posiion was made offcial by his appointment as Chancellor of Cyprus,
an office whick he held until Pietre I was assaseinated in 1369

Philippe was now placcd in 2 region which was the link betwren
East apd West. His relations with traders, Saracens and Cypriot
knizhts who fought against the Muslim under Hugues IV.and his
predecessors proved very uselul. They provided him with ample
and precise information about the conditions in Egypt, Syria, Turkey
apd about the Tatars.). Emissaries from the rolers of Egypt and other
prioces of I¥lam, as well as from the world of the West, came to Lhe
islapd on missions of peace or war. Ships laden with the pradoce
of the East sziled into the perts of Cyprus,; crusading expedilioms used
the island as Lheir last base for attacks ot Asin Minor and Syria, All
this and much more furnished the store of recollection and expedence
on which Philippe was to draw in his later perlod of literary activity.

It must be admittcd. however, that our Chancellor secms to
bave spent much of his Lime away from Cyprus. He visited most of
1. Epistrolameplable et ponsplatoire, Ed. Kervyn de Lettenbove, in Frofssare,

vol. X¥I, Brozclles, 1872, p, 508,
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He had secn the strength of the Ottomans which they owed to
their mililary organisation in contrast with the Christians’ weakness
which was due fo their unruliness and insubordination. The Turkish
Amirs of the coast of Asia Minor kept excellent and well disciplined
woops permanenlly under their command. The Sultan of Egypt
together with his Mamluk forces was capable of resisting the Christan
zrmics. Trem=ndous efforts had hithsrto becn wasted by Chrsbans
to liberate the Holy Tand from Muslim hands. But this sk, ig
Philippe’s view, was not @ difficult cpe. IF the chivalry of the West
had failed to unite for this cause on account of thoir selfishpess and
worldly glory, if Armenia and Cyprus were incapable of undertaking
this mission, and if the older  Orders of chivalry had lost their former
zeal, there was still a way to build up a Christian army in ap unprece-
dented manner which should be worthy of its name. A pew Order
of chivalry, well organised, sufficient in number, and free from all
worldly pregccupations and vices ! should be founded to bring knighls
back into ways pleasing to God and lead 2 reorganised and regencrated
Christendom to the delivery of the Holy Land.2

After his visit Lo the Hely Land, Philippe eailed to Cyprus where
relations with the Lusignans were established. Hugues TV (1334
1359} showed some interest in the idea of 2 crusade considered as & de-
fengive measure. But it was his second son, Plerre the Count of Tripali,
some two Years younger than Mézidres hims:If, who was to share to the
full Lis fervovr for aclion in lhe East. On the death of hiz elder
brother, Guy, in 1346, Pierre was assured of suceeeding his father Lo the
throns of Cyprus. This fzet prompted him to think of ways and
means which would ensble him later on to reconquer the Holy. Lapd.
He founded his Order of the Sword which included kpights from
France, Spain, Rome, Lombardy, Germany and Sardinia.?

1. Nova Religio Passionis, f. 165 2:vManilesta mmt efcnim tola peccata
principalia in Chrigtizons diu domiranciz, videlicet superhia, avaricia of Juxuria®.

2. Ybid., f. § v.2 — 97, 27 members of thiv Order wern to observe; “yotum
obedienci sansla .., volum pauperitatis spiritns,. sacramentum castitatis. ., nostra
sancta relipio alind votum quodnm est summe porfselionis habebit."

3. Thefourteenthcentury wasmarked by the foondation of many oeders of
chlvalry in Europe; of. Torga, op. clit., pp. 83-85.
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Lend and lg lsten to the stories of pilgrims who had returpsd thenee.
He also heard storizs about the East where many of his compatrolz
had become rich and powerful.

In 1345, at the age of mincteen or so, heleft his villape to begin
a career of astonishing varizty with a few months® service under Lucchino
Yisconti {+ 1349) in Lombardy. Later in the same year he was among
the followers of King Andrew of WNaples when that monarch was assas-
sigated. Philippe's experience of war-and of living among undisciplined
and unruly *gens d’armes’ must have left an  impression of horror
on him. Hez speaks of “fatigue, hunger, night watches, ipnumerable
wounds, poverty, ambueh, danger of losing one™s life on sea or on land,
and a thousapd other ways of death which is the apanage of this vain
military profession.”? He blames himself for not distinguishing
between just and unjust war; the former is the kind of war lo be
fought in defence of one’s country, one’s faith, in defepce of the
Church, widows, orphans ot in defence of justice and equity.?

It i3 cerfain that Philippe fought under the Dauphin, Humbert
II, in the hattle of Smyrna in 1346, and in one of the following battlss
against the Turks he was knighted.? His experience on Lhis expedition
breught disillusionment, and with it the beginning of a resolution te
devote himself to the cause of the crusade. Afler Lh: campaign of
Smyrmx was over, Philippe accompanied Humbert 11 to Rhodes, and
from there made his way fo-Jerusalem in 1347. It wasin the Church
of the Hoy Sepulchre that the idea was born in him of founding a new
Order of Chivalry to replace the older Orders.

1. Oratio Tragedim, Dibl, Mazarine MBS, 1651, [, I35: “Labores, jefunia,
vigilins, voloera plutima, peupettates, insidia ¢t mmorlis perieula lo mari
ct in viz, £t mille mortss appafcotes, tali vane milicie aderentey’, cf. Jorp,
op. cit, p. 65 n. B,

2, ibid, F. 154 v.—I55: fpromr tu, veterans, aliquande fecisti, oon
vegtillands prics ntrum beflurn justum indictum ficrit videlicet pro republica, pro
fide, pro ecclesia, pro vidals ot orphanis, pro equitate et justicla’, of. Jorga, op, ¢it,
r-85n 2

3, Chevalerie de ]o Passion do Josys Christ, Bibl. Amenal MS, 25|
f. 13 v, : 1o Dauphin de Yieons lors estant 2 [o Suurc {Smyrna} et assez tost
Epres en upe autte chevauchie ¢t envaio des Turs L& jeune et povre Ardant Desir
avoit Lz priz 1'Ordre de chevaleris duquel il o'sstoit pag digne.’
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PHILIPFE DE MEZIEEES
AND
THE NEW ORDER OF THE PASSION

By
ABDEL HAMID HAMDY

PART L

Philippe de Mézidres, the author of the treatise known as the
Nova Religiv Passionie or La Chevalerie de la Passion Jhesu Orist
i3 perhaps one of the most colturcd and prolific writers of the fourteenth
century in the West.! His works reveal a wide knowledge of ancient
and < :emporary philosophy, Lheology and history, Throughout
his ¢caresr, he never lost sight of his aim, nor indeed, did he spare zny
eMort Lo bring about the foundation of his Order of the Passion.

For the purposs of this artcle, we ‘propose to sketch briefly
those aspects of Philippe de Méztres's life which relate to his plan
far the foundation al this new Order?

Philippe was born in the village of Mhézilres in that part of
Picardy called Santetre abput the year 1327, His family was noble
But declined in fortup=. Philippe tells us that he was the youngest
of twelve brothers and sisters.? He was ¢ducated at the Canons® School
at Amiens zrd was cager to read chromicles dealing with the Haly

1. Fot a vompleie list of his works, see N, Jorga, “Philippe de Mdzitmes®,
Parig, 1896, pp. VIL-¥IIO. The ascription of the <Somnium Viridarii® (13768) by
Jorga to Philippe de M#ziires is crroncows. For Lhe literature on this point, sea
G.W. Cooplend, THigole Orssme and the Adtrologers'. Harvard Upiversity Fress,
1952, preface.

2 Fora detailed biography of cur authot, see M. Jerga, op. cit., passlm,

3. Mova Religio Milicie Passionis Jhesn Chrisli pro acquisicions Sanctz
Civitatis Jherysalern et Terrs Sancte, Bibl. Mazarine MS. 1943, f. 455, L +Eoce
Philipinus vester duodedimus suofum [raltum &b sororum’s
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Mais, il fallait grouper des actionnaires, (rouver des gans disposés
A soyscrire & D'opération — ct les souscriplions ne venaient pas. Se
méfiait-on du régime politique de I"épeque? Manguait-on de confiance
en Lamarline déji tres endetié 7 Toujours gst-dl que ce fut un échee
complet. Les entreprepeurs s'adressérent donc aux Anglais qui se
monlrérent, an eontraire, trés tenlés par entreprise.  Malheureusmeat,
Is Sultan interdit l'¢ntreprise, repnt Durgaz-Owa et on remplaga la
donation par une pension de 100.000 paistres pendant 24 ans. Cette
pension n'allait .pas tarder A devenir toute thiorigue car au baut d’un
certain temps, elle ne lui sera plus payée réguliérement.

Porpétuellement tragué par ses créanciers, Lamartine se décida,
en 1852, A devenir son propre éditeur. Quelques cocurs sympathigues
envoyérent des souscriplions & scs Quuvres Complétes et plus tard au
Cours Familier d¢ Littéreture, mais d’autres 52 moquérent cruellement de
lhi. Louis Veuillat atlaquant c¢ qu'il appelle “son mercantilisme lit-
téraire’, imagine un dizlogue entre ini ot l'auteur des Méditarions ¥ Que
faites-vous, Monsicur de Lamartine ?°°. — #Je médita | **

L’Etat propose & Lamartine le remboursement de ses dettes.
Mais, dignement, i refuse, ne voulanmt develr leyr liquidation qu’d
son lravailet 3 sa plome.

Il lutle, travaille jour et nuit, essaie de lancer une loteria nationale
avec lo concours de¢ ses amis miconnais, venrd & vil prix Moenceau
puis Milly et lermine sa vie dans une sombre misdre qui n'a jamalis
mangué de noblessz pi de dignité,

Toute sa vie, il fur victime de sa nature pfnérense et révense,
victime d'illusions dans lesquellzs il se complaisait. N'a-t-il pas écrit,
dans le Talllaur des plerres de SalntePoint 1

“Le brouillard est aux mentagnes, o gue Dillusion est aux
sentiments: il les agrandit™.

Toutes ces faiblesses dont furent victimes Lamarline aussi biea
que Balzac n’excluent pas Ja grandeur.

Et cela nous rappells le mot d*uvnroi de Fragee a un ambassadeur :
“Yolre malfre n'est-il assez grand pour avoir gquelques faiblesses?™”

Lamartine®, aussi bien que Balzac, étaient assez grands pour
avoir quelgques faiblesses.
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“Ayant passé la moitié de ma vie dans les champs, j= snis an
courant de tous les procédés apnicoles. Je voudrais done, Sa Majesté
Impériale daignant me faire don d’une propritté, ¥ crder une ferme
dont je dirigerais 'exploitation. Il faudr2it aussi qo’elie contint au
mains cent cultivateurs.

“L’emp'acement que jo souhaiterais Iz plus & cet égard sernit
du cité d’'Ismed, non loin de Marmara, ou bien dans Iis environs
de Srayroe, car de cefte fagon je ne priverais pas ma femme. des distrac-
Uons dz Constaptinople™.

Le Conseil des Ministres turcs, Natté de la demande du podle,
lui conedda 1z plaine de Burgaz-Owa, & B ou 10 heures de cheval de
Smyrne, plaine qui couvre 20,000 bectares, et qui comporte das bour-
gades, des villages, des champs, un Heyve gt syrlout des élangs ot Lo
péche aux sangsues était particulitrement Ffructueunse.

Le firman, daté de 1849, Iui accorda l’exploitation de ces terrains
pour une durfe de25 ans et élsvait le polte ag rang de “Pacha Franghi™.
Il s’embarque en juin 1850 pour frire connaissance aves ses nouveaux:
Erats.

Tl croyait voir son salut dans I"exploitaticn de sen royaume par
une compagnit capable d'assurer 4 Ia fois les capitaux ct {e rendentent.

11 se mit done A sonder des hanguiers, 4 chercher des commandi-
laires ep leur faisant mireiter cette entrepnse comme pne affaire unigue.

Autant on 'admirait comme poéte et comme orateur, antant
on se¢ méfiait de luiet & juste raison, comme homme d’affaires. D'ail-
leurs, il proposait volonilers aux banquiers et aux compagnies de séricux
avantages d'argent, mais il entendait préserver son autoritcé et rester
le maitre dans les conditions Ies plos absolues. Alars, on sedécidait de
moins en moins ! Daps le trait® signg aves Ies bangquders, il tint &
souligner qu'il éiait 1o *ssey] maitre du pays, e seul responsahle vis-a-vis
de la Sublime Porte dz PAdministraiion das sillages, et, dans le ecas de
contestations et de difficultés entre les hahitants, seul exhitre et juge
souverain’’,

La Cie concessionnaire devait lui verser, pour Ia mise en marche
de 1'affaire, la somme de 220,000 fr3, et luf assurer une repte apnuelle
de 3 francs par hectars, c’est-3-dire upe scixagtaine de mille francs.
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N’ayant aucune disposilion pour le commcres, il n’enterdait
absolument nen A la comptabilild. Far exemple, quand on feuillette
des carnels ol Lamartine consignail ses poémes, on rencoalre spuvent
de fort cuieux calculs, car il apportait 1e plus grand soin 4 faire le campte
de sts vers, En fzee du podme intitulé le Génie, dans les Aféditutions,
on conslate quil ¥ a vpe multipication. Doure strophes de dix vers,
combien ¢¢la pouvait-i! donncr de vers ? Grave probléme | 11 lui
fallut cetls opéralion i précieusement rédigée pour savelr que cetle ode
comportzit 120 vers.

Aver de parcilles aptitudes, on s'attend au genre d’effaires qu'il
pourra faire 1 Ainsi, il achetait du vin an comptant; forl cher, et e
revendait 2 crédit et bon marchf. Exccllente recette pour réussir dans le
Cammeres !

Sa bonlé de cpcur, jointe & s£es hahitudss de patronmage et de
grand ssiemeur lz poussérent & acheter aulour de- Saint-Point gu de
Micon, loutes les vignes que des propriftaires ruinés venaient lui offric;
et il les payait san3 voir et sans discuter, 1l ellait plus loin méme, i lai
arrivait d’acheter en bloc, dans 1= ‘Miconnais, des  récoltzz sur pied,
convaingu qu’il faisait uns spéculation megnifique, ¢t qu'il en revendmeit
le produit fasilement et avec un grand héncfice en France ¢t méme en
Amérique. 11 p’en fallait pas 1ant pour larr sa fortune et cells des
siens.

Endettd, ruipé, I} se towrns de mouvean vers 1'Orient, 1'Orient
oi i désirait *saeillic ot mouris™,

“Ja réve, fcrit-i] en )840, de me retircr dans I'hospialitd
de I’Orient. LThomme ¥ cst noble. La polilesse ¥ est 4 un degré de
religion et de sclepnité. L'ame ¥ est grave, profonde et contemplative.
Ils put 4 Ia houche d4s proverbes divins, Hs patlent Job et Salomen™.

Déja, L= 24 avril 1349, il avait adressf une demande au graad
vizir tur¢ Rachid Pacha :

“¥'al conslaté la nécessité de m’expatriel pour gagner ma vie 4
I'Stranger .. Ma prédilection et mon affection pour les Ottomans,
connyes de vielle date, of I'appréciation diment acquise, au cours de
mon voyage, de leurs qualités morales, 2insi qu'en font foi les Livres o
je ics al consignées avee de  vils tloges, vous sont connues. J'éprouve
done le désir d’aller minstaller parmi e,
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Outre ses libéralieds multiples, Lamarline croyait avoir, tcl
Balzac, Iz pénic des afaires. Il élait elir de sa capacité. financidre, de
son genis spéculateur. I a dit un jour, 4 Tua de ses amis, Grender, et
et fort séricusement ;

“Je n’ai jamals £tedié que deux choses : 'économie politgue et
les fimanees™.

“Il y & longtemps, dit-il & Legouve, que je connais ma capacilé
cormme homme pratiqgue. Le monde ne veut pas ¥ croire, pares que
i'al falt des vers. Encors $'ils étalent mauvaiz {., C’st ce qui me
perd ..

A en croire Legouvé également, Lamartine aurait dit au fils d'un
de 3¢5 amis : “Jeune homme, regardez-moei bisn, A au front. . ot dites-
vOus que vous venez de voir le premier finapcier du monde ,.™

Lamartine se croyait £galement wn frand vigneron, Son sceré-
uire Ch., Alexapdre nous raconte que Lamartine lul a dit un jour -
“Je pe suis pas poéte, je suls un grand vigneron”.

It écrivait également & Girerdin @ “Je $uis ua grapd adminis-
trateur de lerre: et de vipnobles™.

La renommée gae Pon reconnaissait 3 un homme de lettres ne
Iefusqnait pas; mais le tfre de premier viticulicyr de Franee, accordé
& un Duchiie! {o taquinait -

“Ce n’est qu'un amateur, disait-il, mei, je suis un cop de pos collines™.

Puisque nous sommes ay chapitre des compétences, ajoutons que
Lamarlige avait une baute opinion de son talent d’architecte :

Un matin 3 Saigt-Point, monirant avec complaisance 4 un visiteur
un petit portique affrenx, d'un coloris eoard, formé de deux colonaes
appariznant 4 deux styics difléreats, Lamantine déclare -

“Mon cbcr, daps 50 ans, on viendra ici en pélerinage; mes vers
seront oublids, mais on dira ; “Il faut avouer que ce gaillyrd-i3 bitissait
bien I'',

Evidemment, on ne l¢ prenalt pas au séreus, mais ces illusions
Pentrainaient 4 entreprendrz des affaires ruineuses qu'il s’obstinait
4 poutsuivre en dépit d’échess multiplids,
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Son choix s'arréle final=ment $ur “la Flaine de Tyr, aujourd’hul
Spurre™. Nous avons eu la chanee de foulller dans les malles de
Lamarlipe conservbes ap chilean de Saint-Point et d'y trouver, en 1949,
un manuserit antographe fort intéressant. Ce lexie est iplitulé :

“Dgcuments sar an Projet de concession dans la plaine de Tyr-
Sourre en Syrie, 1833,

Sor 13 fewillets de prand format 3’¢tcpdent acticles, clauses,
projets, caleuls concernant exploitation de 20.000 hectares pendant une
période de 50'ans qui devalt commencer lc ler octobre 1834, Lamartipe
s¢ laissc bercer par la douce sspérance d'fconomiser “doux centmille
franes” par an. En évaluant ce domaine 4 2 millions, il pense s’assurer
aipsi “quatre millions au bout de dix ans™ (1),

Réves de potte ! qui ne vont évidemment pas se réaliser.
D'gillzurs, Ia mort de sa flly unique Julia interrompt prématorément
son sjour an Liban.

H rentre en France endetté, ruiné, ce qui ne 'empéchera pas de
contipuer A s¢ monlrer généreux, chantable.  Aussi toule misire vraie
ou fausse s'adressait-elle & Lamartns; ¢t Mme de Lamartine avpuait
&n 1848, 3 yn ami, que leurs aumbnes en quelques moiy avaient dépasss
cent mille francs, Et lorsque Lamartine n’avait pas d’argent, il (rouvait
la moyen d’ofldr discrétement quelque chose. A ttre d'exemple, je
raconterai U'histpire d’un jeune podte malhcureux, qui élait allé lire
sos polmes de débutant 3 Lemarting. Celui-cd D'encourags, lui
donn# un mot de recommandation auprds. d’nn éditeur ¢t le recopduit
jusqu’d la porte. Le jeune homme le remercie dmideqr, reldve le col
de ga vests pour se protéger du froid qul Uattend dehors, En un olin
d’peil, Lamariine prend son propre pardessus, pendu & Ventrde, et le
met sur les épaules de et jeuns homme qui lui dit, d’un air étonné :
“Mais, ce pardessus n’sst pas & moi, Monosicur de Lamartige 1

-~ 1] est sur vos &paoles, lul répond Lamartige en souriaat, done il
nest plus & moi 1 ™

1. VoIr Lotfy Fam, Le ¥oyage en Orfent ds Lemartine, ddidon critigoe,
Paris, Nizet, 1959, in 8%, 543 p, {pp.454-473)..
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Trois fours apres, il invite Virieu & partager ce plan de fortuns
camicole. 1! lui éerit : I y a wis-3-vis de Livourne, nps petite ile de
six licuss de tour, nommée la Pianozza, qui eft inculte et n’appartient
3 personne. Bile est ires fertile cependant; mais ics Itelisns n'en savent
ren, ou ne s'en Soucient pas. Nous en demandons la concession-
Nous rénnissons tout 'argent ques nows avons ; cela va d43 2 70,000 frs.
Nous ¥ portons des charmes, des fines, des mulets ct nous ¥ semons dut
hlé. Nos minimums de produits sont de cent pour cent, dés la premilre
annse, bhisg caloulés™.

Cette lettre est trés significalive, car ¢fle révéle déid spn incurabls
I&gtreté dana les affaires. Caleuls de vislonnaire ! Mais, il xéussit tout
de méme 2 décider ses amis de collése a participer 2 c2 projet dont il
sera hicn entendn Je chefl : “Je suis le régisseur, écrit-il toujours d
Vineu, ot MM. Veydal ¢t de Nansouty seront les agriculteurs’’. Lamarline
voulait se retirer dans ceitz il aves ce trio de misanthropes, car il traversait
alors une crise morale et s& senlait terriblement désemparé aprés la mort
de Mme Julis Charles qui datait de plus d'un an.

“Un seul étre vous manque et tout est dipeuplé™.

1l n’aspirait donc qu'd l'évwasion et 3 Poubli. Mazis, Fontepay
demanda des repseignements sur la Planozza, et il regut un rapport
net et riche en chiffres, montrant qu'il faudrait une avancs dunm
demi-million de livres toscanes pour D'exploitation et que lns bénéfices
vraiment sybslanticls se ferzient ationdre une vingreine d’années.

Pourtanl, nos jeuncs aventurers, poussés par Lamartine,
n'abandonnent pas leur réve romancsque. An début du mods de juin, ses
amis Nansouty et ¥eydel partent pour Livourne afin de faire les démarches
nécessaires sur place. Et volci une difliculté insurmontable qui surpit -
les invasions algériennes et les attaques des pirales rendromt leur position
trés périllense : et cest e qui malptenait depuis des sidcles, en état
d'inculture, une terre aoss fertils que celle de Plangzza.

Lamartine ne va pas abandonnper si vite ses réyes féeriques de
colonisation. Lorsqu'dl part pour L'Qreat e¢m 1832, il est tout lo
termps  obsddé par ce désir d’enploitation. A Rhodes, & Chypre, 3
Zabulon, *Comblen de sites, écrit-I dans Le Voyage en Orignr, nlai-je
pas choisis 13 dans ma pensée, poury élever une maison, une forteresse
agtieole et ¥ fonder uane colonie avee quelgues amis 4"Europe™.
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Ce réve commsnce A se réaliser lorsque la ville de Berguss le choisit
comme député en japvier i834.  Lamartine, dit alors & sen pére -
“J'af Vinslinct des masses ™"

Un an aprs, en septembre 1835, il écrit 4 son ami Yiriew :**le vols
st rdaliser ec que j'zvais teujours seati, que l'tloquence ctait en moi
plus que 11 potsie, qui n'est qu'une de ses formes, ¢t qu'elle finirait
par se faire jour™.

Lamartine montait, fa plupart du temps, 4 1a tribune pour défendre
des idées nobles et généreuscs. Qu’il s"agisse des Questlons de 1’Orient,
des chemins de fer, del’enseigr. ment, de la fabrication du sucre, il Etait
I3 pour prendre la défense de Ia paix, dela famille, dola prospénté. 11
£lait devenu populaire, si populaire que dans les journées turbulentes
de février 1848, son appartion suffisait pour calmer la foule agilée et
que scs discours désarmaient les névolutionnaires et arrachaient aux
émeulicrs secialisles Je drapean rouge.

APIES avoir sauvé son pays des troubles certains, et aprés avolr
méme exposé %a vie au danger, ilnz recueillera que 18000 voix aw scrulin
pour la présidence de 1a Répnbligue.

Effondremsnt rapide gui [uf fera mesorer toute VPingralitude
humaigs et regretier les efonis déployés en vain. En 1357, il £orira dans
Ie Cours Familier de Livtérature 1Pl & Dicu que je n’eusse jamais touché
comme Musset, 3 ce fer chaud de la politique’™. Won seulement la
politique l& paya d'ingratituds, mais encore elle fut une catrave & sa
production littéraire : “J'surais pu &lre va grapd podte, dit-il, mais
il aurait fallu pour c=la que la dzstinge m'efit fermeé plus hermétiquement
et plus obstinément toutes les carritres de la vie aelive™.

L'bomme 2'affajres cut encore moing de chepee que 'bmoms
d’actiep.

Lamattine a toujours poursuivi des réves de richesse. En 1812,
ayant 3 peine 22 ans, il songe trés sérieusement 4 aller implanter le
cotonnier dans ups petite ile inculte de la baie de Maples, “Visolstta®™
qui était sans doute “Procida”.

Sept ans aprés, le 15 janvier 1819, il écrit au chevalier de Fontenay,
secrétaire de la Légation de France, aupres de son Altesse le Grand-Duc
de Toscane, pour solliciler une concession qui luf permette d’exploiter
“yne petite ilz nommée la Planozza™, auprty de Vile d’Elbe.

35



Le 6 décembre 1835, il écrit A un ami, Guichard de Bienassis :
“La poésic ne doit &tre que le délasscment de pos heures de lolsir,
Vornement de la vie. Mais; le pain du four, c’est le Lravail et la lurte™.

Et daps PAvertisscment de Jocelyn (1836) @ “Le podte p'est
pas tout 'homme, dit-i, 1a penzée et 'action peuvent seulss se compléter
l'nne 'autre. Clest i I'homme™. L'homme qui ne fait que cadencer
sos 1éves Jusqu’d o fin de sa vie “serait yne espéce de baladin propre &
diverir les hommes sérieux’'.

Et dans une lettre adressée 4 son ami Léon d’Cuilly, Ie Jer
décembre 1838, letire servant do Préface aux Recueillements Poftigues,
il dit : “la poésie n’s jamais €té gu'une douzidme de ma vie néells
Yo n'ai fait des vers que comme vous chaolez en marchant. Cela
marqua Je pas et donne la cadence aux mouvements du coeur ot la
vie, Voild tout™.

11 dira encore en 1849, dans ia Préface aux Fremidres Meédiiations,
que $'if avait fait quelgues podmes. ce n'était qu'un accident, une aventare
heurepse dana [sa] vie'.

Aprés g'étre plus ou moins excusé d'avoir faif des poémes, il
devait déclarer hautement qu’il était appelé, depuis sa naissance, 4 la
politique. K &erit en 1835 : “F'étais né pour ["action. La pofsic n'a
été en moi que Paclion refpulés; j%ai sent, j’a) exprimé des idées ot des
sepliments dans Vimpuissance dagic’” (1). Et dans ses Mémoires :
“J'étais né pour les grandes affaircy d’Etat'’.

Méme a U"3ge de 73 ens, il forit dans le Coury Familler de Litté-
refure © i y avait daps ma nature plus de Vhomme d’Etat et de
l'orateur politique que du chantre contemplatif de mes impressions
de vingt ans".

Son désir, confie-t-il 3 son ami Lagouvé, est d’étre un Napoléon
sans €pée au ¢bitél (2). car, écrit-I1 daps la Frélace des M&ditations (1849),
“l¢ plus beay potme du monde’™ ne vaut pas ““un seul jour de grande
action politique®. 1l se propose commeidéal, laviede David : “podte
an prinlemps de ses sundes, guerrier et raf an wmilieu, prophite & la fin™.

1. Lamanine, Foyage en Orient, T, 11, p. 114, &d. Gogsclin & Furpe, 1845,

2. E. Legouvé, Lamortine, conlérenco dopmée le 16 fanvier 1876, Paris, Hetze)
et Ciz, 1376, in 16, 40 .
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Le chantre d"Elvire aux accents immortels nous a8 confié scs réves,
s25 tEves de 18 ans, dans une lsttre éfertte 1226 juillet 1808, on il
précise ses désirs en deux mots : “De 1a gloire et de Pargent,” Telle
fut sa devise. Pendapt toule sa vie, il ne cessorn, parmi ses multiples
préogcupations, de caresser et de poursuivie ccy réves.

“La gloire’* c¢st le propre de 'homme d’aciion, *I’argent™
appartient 4 1'hemme d*afaires mais tarement aux intzllectoels.

Homme d’action ct homme d’affaires, voild deux aspecis, pon
connu$ de notre podle, que oous. allons essayer de dévoiler.

L'karme d'scljon que fut Lamarting a conpu de sublimes gloires,
mais auss les échees les plus douloureus.

La politique Iz séduisait, il voulait up rélz dans les affaires
publiques, ““participer aux périls et aux bénffices de la soviété™, d'une
part, et d’aulre part, la polilique devenait chez lui comme chez Cha-
teaubriand, un besoin physique, “une dépense d'énerpie surabondantz*?,

11 aspirait donc & réunir les deux grandeurs, “celle de la plume
et celle de "épde”’(1) Mais, il constate avec dépit que la Fregce contems-
poraine avait le préjugd des hommes “$péeiaux™, ¢'est-A-dire, selon
ses propres termes, “des bommes qui ne savent faire qu’une seulechose™2.

Comme il cmint que ce préjugs ae lo fasse “releler comme un
intrus de toute candidature diplomatique™(3), il se mit A dénigrer Ia
pacsic ¢t la carridre poétique, Il commencs par renier “‘cette épithdng
de potle”, Lincde par scs ennemis, prélend-il, pour nuire & £ carridre
politique (4).

1. Lamartine, Cours Familier de Littératire, T. 111, Entrotien 164, p. 123,
(1856-1845].

2. fiM., T.X. Entretien 58, p. 214.—Lamartine attaque viplemment oo
préjugd inventé par la médiocrité pour s'en faire un rempart contre 12 conoomence
du taleml multiple’™.

Of, Vopage en Orient, T.1, p.l125. €t Chute d™un Ange, Averissement, VIT,

3. Lamartine, Coars Familier de Litévature, T.X, p2V,

4. Yoir son “Dixours & une dépotatipn  d$tudiants™, damg Ch.
Alexandre, Souvenfrs surLomariim, p. 102, Paris, Charpenticr, {284, in 12, VII-422p.
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perdree, cuticnses et 2vides dudernier dix, uniquement cecopées deleury
déhiteyrs, toujours inquittcs sut le rabais des monpaies, enfoncics et
el comme abimées dang les contrats, les titres et les parchemins.

De icls gens ne sont piamis ni citoyens, ol chrétions, ni peub-8tre
des bommes : ils vewlent de 'argent.”

Balzac ne manque pas , dans toute son oeuvre, de soulipner cet
amour immaodéré pour 1"or.

Par excmple, dans Eugénie Gronder (1833), D'avare dit 2 sa
fille au sujet de cot or auquel il tien! tant et qu'ells 2 doapé si volontiers
& cchui qu'elle aime :  “L’or ¢t une chose chére. les plis honnéres flles
peusent faire des fantes, doaper je ne sais quol, cela s2 voit chez les grands
seignenrs et méme chez les bourgeois;. mais donner de "or ! ear vous
I'avez donné i quelqu’un, hein{D)¥

Que [evare aime 'argeat ¢'est normal, mais, partout dans la
société régne cette passion pour ’2rgent ! Ecoutens ce ori du Médecin
de campapne

“Nous sommes dans le sidcle des intéréts matériels et du posicl.
Nous sommes toys chifltés, non d'aprds ce que nous valons, mais d apres
€€ qué nous pesons. Au lieu d'avoir des croyances, nous n’avons que
des igtéedts,*”

Et ce cd, helas | 0’3 pas cessé d'étre vrai. Balzac constate et
ne se lassera pas de répéter que *e vean d’or est tonjours debout dans
sa gloire éternclle™. I trouve, pour définir 'argent, des périphrases
expressives comme : “le fabulenx méwl™, “un miragz deord"”, “ce vers
quoi t*on rame in fatigablement™, & travers tous les rézifs et A travers
Loytes led tempétes ef cn bravant pour {ui 1a mort.

Co définitive, c’est aulout de cette recherche de I'or qu’il Bilit
ses personnipes — et c'est cela qui donne & Ja Comddie Hemaime sa
cohésion, sa réalité et sa force.

Comme Balrac, Lamariinea én i se débatire contre de npombreuses
difficultés qui, 51 elles ne sout pas toujours du mfme ordre, ont Eté
toutelois suscitées par des désirs, des ambitions semblables.

I. Balzac, Exgénie Grandet, &d. Calmapn-Lévy, [878, p. 208 ot &g.
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le calomnler, parce qu'il prend sans partager, mais on plic s'il periste;
en un mot, on "adarc & gepoux quand on n'a pas pu l'enterrer sous
Ia bouge.

“La cormuption st en forge, le talept est rare. A insi la corruption
est l'arme de la médiocrité qui abonde, et vous en senlirez partont
Ia pointe...”’

L’honpéte homme ¢'est “la vertu dans toute la fleur de sa hétise,
¢'est L misére. Je vois d'ici Ia grimace de ces braves gens si Diey nous
faisait la maunvaise plusanterie de s’ahsenter au jugement dernier,
Si done vous voulez promptement la fortune, il faut £ire déjd riche, on
le parailre.

“Pour s’enrichir, il s’agit il de jousr de grands coups, 2utrement
on carotte, et volre seryiteur ! Si dans les cont professions gue vous
pouvez embrasser,il se repcontre dix hommes qui réussissent vite,lz puhlic
les appelle des voleurs. Tirez vous conclusions. Yoild la vie telle qu'elle
¢st. G n'est pas plus beau qoe la cuisine, ¢a pue tout antant, et il faut
se salir les mains si"on veut fricoter; sachez seulement vous hicn Jdé&-
breuiller: W cst toute la morale de notre épeque. 5i je vous parle aipsi
du monde, il men a donné le dreit, je le connais. Crovez-vous-que
jeleblime 7 du tout. I a toujours élé ainst. Les moralisies ne le
changeront jamais. L'homme est imparfait..’ !

On ne peut que gonstater lz  jusiesse des wvues de Balzae,
bien qu'empreinles d*un peu de cynisre en ee qui concerns le probléme
du succés dans Lla vie,

De méme , on dovailt elrouver, dans ses romans, des lreces do
I'autre probléme qui fe tracassa toute sa vie durapt: l2 manque d*arpenl.

Que dépeindra-t-il avant tout et par dessus tout chez les hommes ?
Le fameux sppétit dy I"argent, cette rude vors 'or, enragée et universelle,

Les phrases suivantes de la Broyére pourraient servir d'épigraphe
i presque toute i*geuvre de Balrzac,

“Il y a des &mes salcs, pétries de houe et d’ordure, éprises du
gain et de U'intérét, comme les belles dmes le sont de la gloire et de la
vertu, capables d'une s2ule volupté qui est celle d’acquéric oude ne point

1. Balzmc, Le pére Gorlgr, &, Calmans-Lévy, 1578, P.113 et &,
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La 9e ct dernitrg pitee de Balzac, Mercader ou fe Fgisenr, achevée
en 1844, fut proposée 4 la Comédie Frangaise (en 1848) qui réclama
4 deux reprises des remaniements. Mais, Balree mourut le 18 soft
1850, saps que son chefl &*ceuvre ait va le jour.

C'est cette pidce, Mercodet qui connaitta plys tard, en 1843,
un 5i grand succds 3 la Comédie Francaiss qu'on l2 déclarcra “la plus
puissante comédie du XIXe sidele”, {Soulay) et “dgale aux meilleures de
Molizre" (Sarcey).

Résaltars de cetle expérience :

Ces décépUons réitérées, ectte iongue et dure capérience au milieu
d’une existence tumulinenss, Lout cela ne pouvait pas &tre sans influence
sur I'oeuvre de Balzac. En effet, celle-oi porte Vempreinte de tous ces
débaires st elie est teintée de cetie amertume acquise aprés tant d'insuccoty

Tous ces échecs devaient péedssmirement pousser Balzec 4 se
demaander guel est donc Yhomme (ou ie type d’homme) susceptible
de réussir dans la vie. Il examine cette question et pous en donnelz
réponse d travees les peregnnages de ses romans.

Evidemment, ce ne sont pas les honnfles gens qui réustissent
ou qui peyvent nénssir. Ty ont trop de scropales, ils ont trop de délica-
lesses et de conscience.

Les coquins ? ouni, mais pas souvent, & condition qu'ls soient
parfaits, car les coquins sont trop avides, trop impulsifs pour étre
prudents,. . ils font tonjours des maladresses qui les perdent.

Crux qui réuasissent, cp sont les médiocres persévérants et o'cst
pour cela que Falzae fait conpaitre Is succds dans ses romans A beaucoup
d’entrs eux,

Dans fe Fére Goriot (1834), par exemple, voild le forgat évadé
¥aulirin, qui donne uns lecon d’ardvisme au jeune étudiane, Rastignae ¢

“¥oili le carrefour de la vic jeune homme [..] Savez-vous com-
ment on fait son chemin ici 7 Par "éclat du génis, ou par adresse
de la corruption. Il faut entrer daas cette. masse d’hommes comme
un boulet de canon, ov 5y glistor comme uns peste.  L'honnétetd ne
-sert & rien. On plie soos ic pouvoir dy géais, an le hait, on tiche do
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faire des pidces de théditre suceplibles de lui assurer célébrité et richesse.
A partir dz sn 200 appde jusqu™d sa mort, I fait une cinpgnantaios
d'essais: S0 pitces seront congues, révées ou Ebauchdes, sur lesquelles
il ¥ en aura nsul de terminées, 4 joufes de son vivant et 2 aprés sa mort.

Lla premiére pidce de Balzac fut une tragedie en 5 actcs et en
vers intitulée : Cromwelf (1819) et on lui conseilla amiczlement, et
non sans raison, d¢ la “laisser dormir®.

En 1822, puis en 1837, il proposera 3 diflfércnts Lhédtres, Le Nigre
et PEcole des Ménages qui Tui ssront refusées.

La 4o tentalive au (hé€htre connut un échee plus douloureux :
il s’apit de Vautrin, pitce en § acles, £crite ¢n 1839 et proposfe en 1840
ap directeur du Thédtre de la Porte Saint«Marlin. Aprés deux rcfus,
la censure accorda enfin son  autotisztion et Vautrin fut donnée le 14
mars 3 Ia Porte Saint-Marln @ mais ells fut éeoutée avec froideur, puis
interdite aprés [a premitre représentation. L’histoire de cette unique
reprisentation est assez connue. L'actsur Frédénck Lemaitre, interprite
du rile du forgat, s’était fzit, eu de acte, la t8te du Roi Louis-Philippe
en s’affublant, dit-on, d’un loupet “dynastique et pyramidal®. Le duc
d’Crléans qui assistait 4 la représentation en congut 'indignation qu’on
devine. Linterdiction fut.immédiale. Balzac qui avait misé sur un
suecés pour repflouer scs finances fut, une fois de plus, déowd daps ses
espirances. Elgnt malade a cette époque, il confia ses intérits 3 V.
Hugo, mpaisrizn e s'arrangea et Uaulenr de Vawrin, uleéré, refusa méme
Vindemnitd de 5000 frs que l¢ gouvernement Iul ofrait.  Maig, il
accepty du Ministzre 1’autorisalion d= faire jousr un dramc on deux 4
Ja Porte Saint - Mariin, ou a 1'Qdéon  pendunt los 4 mois de fermeture,
de Mai 3 Aolt.

Dane, pour rattraper 1°échec de Vautrin il essaya dz monter sz
52 pitee : “Rivhard coewr dépange; mais le projet n'aboulit pas.

Alers, Bulzac prépara fer Ressources de Quinolo et cetle fe
tocntzlve se solda par ua mouvel écheg, ear 1a pidce quitla Faffiche aprés
19 reprisentabions (1342).

Scplidme tentalive avec Paméls Girgud (1843), qui eut une
curriére trés bréve, En 1845, ce fut sa 8e pitce, Lo Mardtre, mals au
bout de & jours, on allichait “reliche",
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Mais, si sa ploire littéraire émit sfite et solide, peut-ftre
des trésors de Lo fortune s'ouvriraient plus facilement et plus généreu-
sement pout lui,

Ce raisonnement Ic poussa & travailler pour la ploire en méme
temps que pour le gain : ¢e qui 2 eu le don d'exaspérer Sainte-Beuve
qui,l’2ccusant de négociations commerciales qu'il n’a pasfaites d'zillenrs,
dit de Ini + “Ce mélange de ploire et de goin m'importuns™.

En effet, s Baltee aimait le gain, il n'en aimait pas moins
la gloire. 1! y ¢tait méme trés sensible. Il se plaisait 3 raconter cette
bisteire : 0o jour en Russie, afors qu'pue demoiselle de compagnie
apportait Yz the, la maitresse de maison lui dit; “Eh bicn! vous disiez
dopc M. de Balzac,. “Alors, 12 jeune flle, de saisissement, avait lalssé
tomber le plateau. Et Balzae, tout heureux d’sjoutct : “Je sais ce que
c'est que la gloire'". (1)

Erbiee 3 1*Académie :

Toujours spucieux d'sssuter sa gloire littéraire, il décide de poser
sa candidature A 1*Académicz Francaise.

En 1839, il 2 fait unz premidre tentative, mats £fant encore jouoe,
il préféra ne pas aflronicr la concurrence de Victor Hugo, En 1841,
il fit gquelgnes travaux d'approche et se retira encore.

Ea 1857, il s2 présenta pour obtenir e fautenil de Ballanche ot
il n'eut gue deun voix ; celle de V. Hugo et celle de M. de Popgzerville,

En 184D, il se préscnta aux deux fauteuils vacaets par la mort
de Chateavbriand et par celle de ¥atout. I! eot deux voix 3 chacun
des deux sernting,

Done, toutes ses démarches furent vaines et il n'a jamais pu
faire partiz de I'Académie Frangaise.

Eche: au thédire :

A quels autres moyens pouvait-il avelr recours pour conquérir
Ia ploire et par conséquent Lz fortune 7 11 a gssayé plusicurs fois de

[. Cf, Faguet,ep. ¢it.,pp. 23,24,
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Madame Balzac, afin de szuver sen fls de la bapgueroule, szerifia
toute sa forlune. Mais, il restait une lourds detle que Balme devait
Lrainer Loute sa vie aprds i

L'imprimerie ne larde pas d’aillenrs 4 faire de manvaises affaires.
Lz 18 aofit 1828, Balzac vend & son assacié Rarlicr “soq fonds de com-
meree  d'imprimerie, matdrel, fonte, prasses, mehilicr industric!,
marchandises, papier blanc et ses droits du brevet d'imprimeur™, le
tout pour la somme de 67.000 frs.

Le ler sept. 1827, il écrit & un ami, ¢ Gépéral Pommereul &
Fougéres, pour lui zonencer gu'il reronce aux affaires et qu'il va
reprendre la plume. “Depuls un mois, lui écrit-il, je lravaille & des
ouvrages hisloriques d’un baut intérét{...] Ono m’a présenté, par e
hasard le plus pur, un fait historique de 1798 qui a rapport & la guerre
des chouans et des vendéeps, lequel me founit up ouvrape facils
a cxdoyter.”’

N'ayant plug les moyens de vivre, il demande & ce Généfral de
Théberger. Il va donc s'installer pour quelque temps 4 Fougdres,
aigri par ses échees, vonlant oublier ses déboires financiers et ne s
doutant pas qu'ainsi la2 Frapce, £n perdant un médiocrs homme
d’affaires, venait de pgagner 'une de ses plus grandes ploires littéraines.

Mais, le hesoin d'argzpt ng tarde pas i se faire resseaUr, plus
migu, plus pressant ; il J¢ cre 4 lous ses amis.

Le 19 Jécembre 1831, il envole une letlre 4 son ami et ancien
associé, I’&diteyr Urkaln Canel. I Iui dit :

“En fait d’argent [j¢ ne cessz] de me retoumer sur le gril [...14
moins que vous ne sgyer comme mol sans plus d'un frunc cinguante
dans votre poche, donnsz 3 ma mére les cent francs dont il est question.
[...] je me pendrai faute d’argent.”’

Febee dans I3 presse

Avec Iénergic du déscspoir, voulant s2 procurer de J'argent
collie que cofite, il va s¢ lancer dans yne aurre lenrative : la presse,

En 1840, il fonda 1a Revue Parisienne ol il crivigua trés durement
Sainte-Beuve, Fuglne Sie, Thiers ¢t méme Viclor Hugo. La Revue
Porisieme ne vécut que trois mois. Dépenses vaines, espoir écroulé !

27



amie, Mme de Berny, lui inspira 1y malheureuse idée de faire do com-
merce pour réaliser des gains rapidss, afin de pouvoir ensuite &6 consaercr
4 son oeuvre littéraire en toute tranquillité et cn pleine sécurite. 11 faut
dire tout de suite gu’il &tait trop honntte en afaires, comme Lamartine,
et gque comme Lamartinel fut beancoup plus explaité gu’exploiteur.

Echec comme éditenr : Il s'improvisa donc éditeur avec lo pen
d’argent qu'il put réunir, et sutvout avec 1’aide premitre de Mme de
Berny. Faute d’expérience, il échoua complétzment dans cette premitre
tentatve et s’endetta. Pour récuprer Pargent qu’ll avait perdu, il fit
un antrs esaei  En avril 1825, il s’assoeia avec Péditeur Urhain Capel
pour 'édition des Qewvres Complites d¢ la Fontaine puis de Molidre.
Mais, il tomba malade ¢t 'entreprise aboulit au méme insuccks.

Echer comme imprlmewr @ Aprés ses divers échecs dans Ie
demaine de V'édition, il va, sur les conscils d’un ami de sa famille, M.
Dassonvillez, s’arienter vers le métier d'imprimeur, au printemps de
I'année 1826, Pourquoi e-t-il préféré le méticr d'imprimeor 3 tout
autre 7 I} prétend que c’est parce gu'dl s'iptérésamit an sort d'un
prote habile mals malhcurenx, qu'il avait connu c¢hez un ami. Mais
cette nouvelle orientation semble plutdt Etre le fait d'une bonne accasipn
qui s'est présentée au moment b il se dfhatrait au milieu des difficultés
sans nombre, & la recherche do la fortune, Son pére mccepte de lui
verser le capilal de la rente de 1500 frs gu’d Jut aveit accordée quelques
années plus f3t, alors gqu'il devait se consacrer 4 la Lttératnre. Il
achéte pour 30000, plus 15000 frs de matérel, I'imprimerie de Jean
Foseph Laurens, 17, Rus du Marais-Saint Germain, actuellernent Rue
Viscontl. Cetle imprimerie, il la décrira dans les [flusions Perdues.
A Pépoque, cette profession nécessitait ["gbtention d’un brevet. Aprés
plusicurs démarches, Balzac oblicnt son brevet, Ia ler Juin 1826,et un
raois aprds, il s'assecie aves Darbier pour I'exploitation de c¢  brevet.
Le 29 Juillet 1828, un premier travail sortit des presses de Iimprimetie
Balzac, Il s’agissait d’un prospectus pharmaceulique sur les “Pillules
apti-glaireuses de longuevie’’. Balzac imprima ensuite certaines osuvres
littéraires : cellzs de Vigny, d= la Harpe, do Volazy et uyp *recucil
de morceaux choisis de littérature™, les Annales Romantigues. Clest
d'ailleyrs 3 cette époque que remontent ses relalions aves V. Hugo.

Up an aprds, le 15 Juillet 1827, la Société “Balzac-Barbier”
crée une nouvelle Société pout Pexploilation d’une fondenic de caractéres
d’imprimetie, Cette nouvelle Société dont la durde érait fixéz A 12 anndes
s trouva liquidée 9 mois aprds,
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*Le premier -amour d'un homms doit &ire le dernier d’une femme™”.
Elle devint son amic et fa maitressa ct resla son amiz tant qu'clle vécut.
En 1835, ellz se sépara dec sonmarl sans pour cela sz rapprocher
davantage de Balzacg.

Il coanut son deunidéme amour en 1834, lorsqu’il fit la connatssance
de Mme la duchesze de Castres. Ele lul écrivit en gardant I'incognilo
(comme efle le fit avec Sainle-Beuve); il lul répondit, et la correspondance
5'¢tablit;. La duchesse finit par Hler sotnt masque et par prier Balzac de
venir In voir, C'était unc femme avepturiére, faplasgue, coqueile et
en défipitive disposée & n'aimer sincdrement ou passionnément quelle-
méme. Balme fut teés épris d'elle, et pour elle, il $’endetla davantage,
car il était obligé de la suivre dans ses déplacements. Une des étapes
de lcurs voyages fut Aix-les-Bains, lieu prédesting, semble-t-il, pour ce
geare d’komme ! ear an se souvient de aventurs de Lamariine avec
Elvire, Mme Julle Charles, & Aix-Les-Bains, Les passions des deux
hommes devaicnt se trouver immorlalisées 'une dans f¢ Lae et 1autre
dans Lg Dnehesse de Langeais.

Quelques mois aprés, en 1843, nait un nonvel amour dans son
coeur, cette fois-ci, plus durable et plus grave. Cela débuta par une
liaizon épistolaire, qui devint par la suite plus substaptielle avec Mme
Hanska, une Polonsise, de grande noblesse et de grande forlupe et
c'est prohabalement pour cette dernidre raison que Balzac s*attachera 4
elle : il visait Ia forlyne de ceite dame autant qua sa personne.{1).

Ce n'est qu’en 1350 que cette Polongise consenlit & épouser Balzac,
¢'est-d-dire, au bout de relatipns d’amitié de 18 ans dursat lesquelles
il ne connut que dificultés et complications. Comme elle avait des
domamnes en Ukraine, l'empersur n'accorda la permission au mariage
qud la condifon qu'tlle abandonnerait Lous scs biens & ses enfants.
Elly accepta et Balzac ne put reculer. Le 14 mars 18%), ils se
mariérent; les illusions de richessc, et bienldt d’zmoeur, s*¢croulérent.
Balzac tomba malade, elle sz désintéressa de lui ¢t 5 mois apres, il
movrut, le 18 Aofit 1850,

Ces divers échecs en amour devaiemt aigrr. Tl est tracassé
de plus en plus par le manque d’argent et par lz désit ds s’enrichir.
1f s’¢puise au travail sags gapgner asscz d’argent pour vivie. Sa premiére

1. Bappelons-nous que Lamarting a [nit également un marizge de raison,
dintérét, avec unz éuangire, une Anzlaise fort riche @ Marie-Anne Elisa Birsh,
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Voici lc témoignage d'un walet de Lamariine (1) :

“Le rpatin, personns pe pénélre dans la chambre de Monsieur
avant onrz heurcs; défense sévére de frapper a la porte; on repverrait
un domestique qui sc le permettrait; ¢'est lo temps qu'il consacre au
travail ., .."

“Er quant il sertait faire une promenade, & cheval ou & pied, il
avait toujours son carnet od il consignait ses impressions, o9 quelques
vors inspirés, les una par le passage d’une brise, les autres par i’harmo-
nicuse pndulatica des collines du Miconnals.™

Un autre paint commun, €l ¢ncore plus Qagrant, entre nos deux
dcrivains — ¢’est qu’ils étalent accablés de dettes, tonjours aux prises
avec las souncis harcelanls demortels embarras d’argent.  Ils ontconstats,
chacun 3 leur tour, que le travail littéraire ne nourrit pas son homme.
Alprs, pour repousser ce cauchemar de dettes, ce monstre indestructible
et toujours renaissant, ils essayaient de gagner de argent en se langant
dans les aflaires. El ilz &raient fermerpent persuadés, un et Pagtee,
qu'ils avaient lz giniz des affaires.

Illusions dintellectuels 1 Ils allaient d’¢chec en echee, et oot
fini par ragretter de $'étre lancds dans une volc qui ne correspendait
ni & leur génie nf & lears dispesitions paturelles.

Balzac ¢t Lamarlne avaient aussi d¢ commun o8 pouvoir de
réver, d¢ nourrir, avec inlensité daps Ieur esprit, certains désirs que
La viz va 3¢ charger d’annihiler chez I"'un comme chez 1"autre.

Balzac nous confiz ses réves dans une leitre adressés 3 93 socenr
Lagre Jorsgqu'll pavait que 21 ans: ““Laure, Lagre, mes deux seuls voeux,
¢t immenses :  Eure célébre, fre gimé seront-ils jamais salisfaits ? **

Echer en zwour
Et nous allons voir gu'ea amour, il a connu plus d'un échec,

En 1822, il it la connaissance de Mme de Beray; il avait alors
24 ans et ell= 45 ans et & enfants. C'est ep souvenir d'elle qu'il 2 dit:

1.. Taieonlheurcuss surprise de trouver son *jowrsnl'" & Tramdyes, § 4 hm
o Saint-Point, en 1943, Voir Lo Fam, Famartine, Vopuge en Orient, Patis, Nizet,
in 8", 543 p. {Y. pp. 505,506))
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Tous ceux qui ont connu Lamartipe se sont profondément
attachés i Iui, & ce coenr sublime, ouver A toute idée généreuse. Hom-
mos ot fernmes admiraient la distinclion paturells de ses mapiéres, la
fincsse et le charme de son caractére, la Samme ot Ia spontandité de sa
cogversalon.

Le poéle provencal Frédéric Mistral, ne falt que (raduire cc que
pensent tgus ceux gui ont conpu Lamarting, lorsqu’il hu dit :

“Ye te salue, & tol, 12 plus nobls des hommes",

Diverzenees dinspiration, divergences de caraciére ¢f cependant,
upe certaine ressemblanes dans leur fegon d’aborder les problémes
de la vie quolidienns.

Lamartine et Balzac avaiznt tous deux U'smour du trava:l,

Balzac était un travailleur acharp? et puissant. Aussd, malgré
sa constitulion robuste, devait-il mourr i 1"8ge de 50 ans, nsé par un
labeur incessant. I1 a éfcrit prds de 100 ouvrages en 25 ans. Cela
4 travers mille entreprises et mille desseins gui tourbillpnnaieat sans
amét dans sa éte, cela malprd cent voyages et des soucls incossanis
d’arpent.

T travaillait d’ordinaire la nuif, quelquelfeis jour et nuit; sans
sorlir, sags presque bouzer de Son burean, se sputepant ¢t malheureu-
sement 2uss, s'excitant avec d'innembrables tasses de ecold peir. 1¢
éerit un pinimum de 1§ pages par jour et assume un minimum de 8
Leures de travail par jour, chiffre énorme 3 hicn eonsidérer paonr
un travail Litéraipe.

Et lorsqu’il fmissait un manuscrit, 'euvrage éiait lein  d'Elre
achevé. Il corigzait on plutdt augmentait infpiment. 11 lui  fallaic
5, 6 ou 7 épreuves d'imprimernie. Les manuscrits qu'il livralt aux typo-
graphcs n'iaient pour lui gu'uns maguetle qu'il agrandissait, ou his
un canevas sar lequel il brodail

D¢ méme, Lamzntins travailla dor, sans répit; méme malsde, il
ae ces5a d’écrire et de produire.  Vers la fin do sa vie, il o éorit encore
des Eniretizas Lttéraires qui furent publifs sous le litre de Cours Famifler
de Littérarure ¢t qui constituérent 28 volumes de grand format  Tous
les malins, hiver comme é1é, debout & 5 heares du malin, se comparant
an rossignel qui aime & chanler trés LAt, il s'assied prés de sa cheminéa
jusqu'd voze heurcs; et sz3 vers harmonieux prennent forme avee les
premi¢res heures du jour.
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d'idées; tantdt il se redressait sur Ta pointe des pileds pour suivre 1o
vol ds sa pensée jusqu’d Vinfind [...] 1] me jetz un regard vif, pressé
gracieux, d*une extréme bienveillance, Je m’approchai pour lui serrcr
fa main, j& vis que nous nous comprenions sans phrase et tout fut dit
entrs nous; il était lapes, il n’avait pas le temps de s’arrdter.  Jo m’assis
¢t il conlinua son monoclogue, comme si ma présence Tefit ranimé au
lizu de Vinterronrpre.

L’atteniion que je donnais 3 sz parole me donnaif l¢ temps d’observer
sa personne dang son éternelle ondulation. Tl é&tait gras, &pais, carrd
par a base ot les dpaules; le con, la poitrine, le corps, les cuisses, les
membres puissants; beaucoup de Vamplenr de Mirabeau, mais pulle
lourdeur; il y avait lant d’ime qu’elle portait tout cela lzérement et
gaiment, comme une ¢enveloppe souple et nullement comme ua fardeau;
ses bras peyricnlaient avec aisance; il causait comme un orateur parle’”1.

On remargue au passage le style prapdiloquent cher 3 Lamartine;
il est &vident que Lamartine était aturé par Balzac, mais il est aussi
tvident qu’il I's vu i travers le prisme de sop idéalisme. Nogus ne
pouvons donc atlacher A o porirait quune valeur senimentale,

D¢ part sa pature, Lamarting est porté A prodigver les compli-
ments, A jeler "3 pleines maing les roses”, comme l= dit son secrétaire
Ch. Alexandre, dans ses Souvenirs sur Lomartine, p. 6.

Lamertine plane toujpurs daps des sphires sereines si élevéos
qu'il pe pent voir aucune laidcur sur terre, “Lu matidre vue de si hayt
est comme le clel vu d’=n bas : elle se toint d’azur’®2.

A son tour, Balzac a fait de Lamartine, sous I¢ nom de Canalis,
un trés beau porirait.

i, E. Faguet. Bafrac, Paris, Hachetto, 1913, i 16, 201 p, Yoir pp. 25, 26,
2. Faget, Etudes sur Lo ATXe riesde, Partis, Boivin, 1887 p. 85.
Na-t'll pas &rit dans la Chues dun Anre -
““Etle sage camprit que le mal n'élait pas,
Et daps I'ecuvre de Diey o= 58 voit que d'en bas,™
{¥III¢ Vision),



LES ILLUSIONS DE DEUX GENIES LITTERAIRES
BALZAC ET LAMARIINE

Far

LOTFY FAM

On peut s¢ demapder pourquoi le sujet de cet article réunit
deux gintes avssi différents que Lamartine et Dalzac. Clest que norma-
lement on connait ces écrivains sous leur ¢&té gloricux, ¢t oa nc connalit
gue vaguement Ics déboires de leur vie. Ces déceplions pourtaal, ont
eu des répereussipns edrieuses sur leurs ceuvres. Il nous & donc paru
intéressant de nous immiscer dans leur vie pour en mettrc en lomidre
un aspect quelque peu négligs,

Lamariins et Balzac ne s¢ rtessemblaient pas physiquemsnt,
autant la distinction caractérisait I¢ premier, aulapt elle manquait ano
sceond.

Balzac avait des maniéres lourdes, brusques et sans grice. Safagon
de s*habiller reflétait A Ta fois 1a prétention et la eseliztnec.  Au point
de vue du caractére méme, il ne savait faire moatre d’aycuae délicalesse,
d’aucune atteption. Cet aspeet rusitre explique quil n'eut pas de
vrais amis. On 1'admirait, mais an ne Paimait guére; ce fui le cas
de Victor Hugo, celul de George Sand qui le tronvait rop rabelaisien,
et ctlui de Théophile Gaulier ¢qui l2 considérit avce **une aimable et
majsstuense indulgznce’. 11 est curizux de constater quele segl portrait
rézllement Aatrcur deo Balzac sit été fait par Lamartine qut e rencontra
pour la lére fois dans le salon ds M™ de Girardin. Voici comment
il nous le présente ;

“RBalzac élait debout devant la chemirée de ee cher salog ol
j’avais vu passer et poser tant d’hommes ou de fernmes remarquables.
Il n'était pas grand bien que le reyonnemseat de son visage ct la mobilit
de sa stature empéchassent de s'apercevolr de sa laille; mais cette taille
ondoyalt comme 52 pensée; entre le sel et lui, il semblait y aveir de la
margs; Lantdt il se baissait jusqe’a terre comme pour ramasser une gerbe

2
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effends apninst God’s holy laws” ! This leads Douplas Duncan 2
to deduce that the secision to punish Cresseid with leprosy is thercfore
an “‘expression of the diving will” which-in this case appears as “mali-
cipus and vepgeful, Jacking in the Choslian quolities of mercy and
prace”. Henryson had a strict moral sense, that is true, but he was
also enduad with a deep humznity aod these two feelings did oot pull
a5 Douglas Duncan suggests in “opposite directions™ but rsther
worked in unison to set Cresscid ultimately saved. Henryson achisves
this by making her “offend.against God’s koly laws™ in the words of
Tillyard and juslice musi therefore see that she is duly punished. But
this punishment is the cause of bringing Troylos and Cresscid together;
and although Traylus does not Tecognize her yet his pity is extended
ta har and she in returnsends him the “Royal Ring’* set with-a “Ruhie
reid’’ which had been a pledge of his love for her. Cresseid dies pot
on & notz of “pessimism’’ ¥ but rather of hope, for she has suffered
sotely, has done penance and deserves thercfors the grace and wercy
of God. Henryson in his poem, is more merciful lowards Cresscid
than Chaucer himself. *

1. Dr. EML%, Tillyard (Five posms. 1470-18700 1%, p. 14,

2. o his essay ““Henryson's Testament af Cresseid™ in Essays in  Criticism
Yol. XTI no. 2 Apnl 19610 po 132-3.

3. As Douglas Duoean claims o his essay.

4, Douslas Ducan in his essay p. 129 reaches the conclysion that ©°The Testa-
meot’ i3 an “anzicus'” and an *funcomlorable poem™ which does oot fcpose on
onitodoxy but tather “‘queetions the divlos order quite premmtorily’’ I deo not agres
with thiz opinion for the posm, to me,clearly enforces the orthodox view of Lile which
Henryson would naturally share with his age.

1%



ever in hir $wouaing cryit scho Ehops :
O fals Cresseid and tress Knicht Troylus !

She dislributes her good: and  dies.

What iz indeed stranpe zbout “The Testmment of Cresseid™,
is that Cresseid 13 punished, not for her faithlzsspess to Trolos, but
because in secret pratory she cories out angtily on Venus apd Cupid

0 fals Cupide, is npne te wyte bot Lhow,

And thy Mother, of lufe the blind Goddes,

Ye caustt me alwayis understand and trow,

The seid of lufe was sawin in my face,

And ay prew grene throw your supplie and grace,
Bot now allace that seid with froist is slage,

And I fra luifferia left and all forlane. 2

Henryson bhas in mind Chaucer's poem and the emphasis Chancer
lays on the part played by Fate, alias ¥enus apd Cupid in directing the
evens of Criscyde's life.

He has the same pity for Criseyde that her author has and he
explicitcly saye so,

Yit nevertheless guhat ever men deme or say
In scornfull lenpage of thy brukkilnes,

I sall excuse, als far furth as I may,

Thy womanheid, thy wisdome and fairpes;

The quhil! Fortoun hes put to sic distres

As hir pleisit, and nathing throw Lhe gilt.

OF the, throw wickit langzge to be spilt. ?

The queslion Lhen arises, il Hearyson pitied Cresseid so much,
why did he make her suffer 50 hideous & punishment ? Dr. Tillyard
tays "Cupid .. and the pagan gods in iheir plapetary funclion belong
to the theclogical code and when Cresseid oflends apgaipst them she

i, 1bid, 5458,
2. ibid, 1M-140
3. ifhid 8551,
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EFILOGUE

Where Chavesr drews a merciful veil over his weak Criseyde
and ends his poem by extoling divine love and depicting the inevitabiliy
of fale and the helplessness of manin a world of mutability, we find other
versions of Troilus and Coscyds story that give it & different ending,

The most comunen ending to Lhs tals, prescots Coseyde as degen-
eraling ints a common prostitule in the Greeks’ camp; but Henryson,
-a Soottish Chaurcerizn writer of fables, gives 2 more stoking ending in
his “Testament of Cress=id’’ which beging where Chaucer [eft off.

A charming picture is first presenied 1o us of an old man on a
very cald night seated by the Gre. He takes a drink his “spreitis to
comfort'* and thzn “*to cut Lhe winler nicht znd mak if schort™ be
picks up a book

Written by worths Chaucer glonious,
Of fair Cresseid, 2nd worthiz Troylus !

Afler perusing it Lo the end, he lakes anolher book in which
bz lcarns about

the fatal destenis
OfF fair Cresseid, that endit wretchitlie

and be procesds ta recopnt the “woefull end of this Iustic Creisseid’ 2

Henryson turns Cresseid into a hepging leper with cop and clap-
per wha receives no pity, exaept from Tredlys (towards whom she ones
had been most piliiul). Heis passing by, and throws alms to the leppers.
She is so dishgured that he does not recogoize ber, but something about
her makes bim think that he <hir face befgir had sene™ ? when
Cresseld is told who her bencfactor is, she *fell doun to the ground”
and

1. **The Testement of Cresssid™ by Robert Henryson edited by H. Harvey
Wood- p. 3642

2, ipid 61 -49.
3. ibid. 500.



was not deep or genuine enonpgh. .She fiked him well and admired
him for his excellent qualtities, she was also grateful to him for his love
and the protection he pave her, buot when the rmal test eame of her
affectian for him, she could only say

I badde a2 lord, to whom I wedded was,

The whos mya herte al was; ti that he deyds;
And olher love, as helpe me now Pallas:

Ther in myn herte nis, ne never was !

C.5. Lewis claims that “Troilus aad Criseyde’ is ““a great poem
in praise of love'” () It is a great poem indesd, but not in praise of
carthly love which it depicts a3 trapsitory and at the mercy of so many
outside elements, but rather as Coghill says, we sce Chauctr gt the
close of the poem, stepping aside from the ‘“discarded French philosophy
of love and from the Italian tale of {ove which he had been so long
in telling and gathers his poem intd a great doxolegy.”’ 3

Chaucer makes the spirit of Troilus look down on “ihis Liel
spot of erthe’" aed he

fully pan  despyse
This wreeched world aod held al vogitee 4

Al indeed, is vanity, except divine Jove, love of him who

nii falsen no wight, der T seye
That wo! his herte 2l hoolly on him leye.
And sin he best to fove is, and most meke,
what nedeth feyned loves far to acke 2

On this note ends the poem of “Troilus and Criseyde”

1. ibid. ¥. 975-973.

2. Allegory ofLove p. {37,
3. ThePost Chaucerpp. 84-85
4, Troilus ¥, 1814-1317%,
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tonga™. Troilus assures Pandarus that he cogsiders the senvice
bad dong him, neither & “shame’’ nor a “jape™ and beags him “for Lhe
love of god, this grete empryse, perform it out; for now is moste nede. ™2
He promises to be carsful and he is true lo his word for peither by
utterance or deed does he ever betray his love for Criseyde to anyone.
Fodeed his manner i3 s¢ perfect that Criseyde bepins to think that love

al come it late

Of allz joye hadde opued hir the yate 2

and she “lhonked god she ever with him mette”, Not only did she
find him discrest and secret, but he is also as “a wal of stez” an which
she can lean and “she was no more afered’”.

It now only remained for Penadarus “lo hringe to his hous som
night, his faire nece, and Trolus y-fere’™ 3, So he asks her to have
supper with him at his house, she lagghbs at this and “gan hir faste
excuse”’. He insists so much that she finally accepls hut only afler
Pandarys assures her that Troilus iz out of town. After supper “she
look hir lave, and nedes wolde wende'  hut “Forlune etecutruce
of wierdes” now lakes over and Criseyde is prevented from leaving
by a torrent of rain that from “hevene gan avale™ & She reluctanty
aprees to spend the night at her uncle’s house. In the middle of the
night, Pandarus appears in her room lrough a trap door and he tells
ber that Troilns had just arrived, (this is not trus as the prince had been
hiding in the house wiliting for such an opportunity} and he describes
to her how he is wasling for love of her begs her tohave pity on him.
Criseyde is at her “wittes ends® 7 and when Troilus actually comes
hefore her apd falls down on his knees in front of her she is filled
with pity and ber heart sollens towards this kmight who sufles
g0 for her sake. She bids him sit beside her and she speaks to him o

1. ibid. T, 232-3%M
2. ibid. I 416217,
3, ikid. ITL 468-469.
4. ibid. M1 470433,
5. ibid, IIL 514-515
6. ibid Iil, 617-625
7. ibid. ITL 931,
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Troilus is also to be among the guesis, tut he i3 to feign sickness
80 that he may be given a room apart. Ewverything works ecgording
to paln and ooly

God and Pandarus wiste al what this ments !

They ail agree to come to Criseyde's aid and Helea innocently
suggests that Treilus should slso be induced to take her part With
some <lever machination, Pandarus manages to take his niece who is
“al innocent*’ of his*entente™ into Troilus® chamber which is <but lyte™.2
There she behalds “his manly sorwe'” which “mights han maad en herte
of stoon to rewe’’ meanwhile Pandaras urges her to “make of this thing
an ende, or sles us bothe at ones™.® What can a pitiful woman like
Criseyde do ? She accepts his “servyse”, but warns him that

A Kinges sone al-though ye be, y-wis,
Ye shul na-more have soverainetes
Of m# in love, than right ia that cas is;
Ne T nil forbere, il that v¢ doon a-mis,
To wrathea yow. *

Then ske “him in armes tock, and gan bim kisse™ ¥

Pandarus has suycceeded in deiving the ““deor’” into Troilus’ arms,
but he aflerwards appears copscience-stricken at what he had dene
and aceuses himself of becoming

Bitwixen game and ernest, swich 2 mene
As maken wommen un-to mea to men to comen

He has proved, as he says, a “traylor” io his niece *“of vyces
clene®® who had never done “ais™. He therefore begs Troilus to keep
the matler secret and ever to remember that “firste  vertu is o kepe

1. ibid. II. t561,
Z ibid, II. 1644
3. ibid. I 113-115.
4, ibid. IfL 170174
5, ibid. LT 182
6. ibid, IO, 253-255,

i2
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isit harm ye liven "> 1. Alter Lthat he triss to dispel her fears and to
atsure her that po harm is meant to her honour and he begs her to st
him, him her uncle who would “lever thou and T and he were hapged,
than I sholde besn his haude.” Finally, when he beholds how angry
she is at his proposal and when she uphraids him bitterly, he peetends
to be deeply hurt and swears that he had naver *“mente harm or vilapye™*
he adds that

tith 1 see my lord mot nedes dye,
And T with bim, bere I me shryve, and seye
That wikkedly ve doon us bothe dye 2

and he vows to starve himelf 1o death sg as Lo diz with his fricnd. So
saying, he prepares to leave her presence. But Papdarus knows his niece
full well and knows this kind of play acting will &fTect her. He 33 not
dizappointed, for Croseyde acts in the way he cxpected her te. She
decides Lo he kind to Troiles for she bad

lever maken him good chere
In honour, thao mym emes Wt ta lgzet,

Criseyde may think that it is she who is takinz a decision but
in reality she is like a peppel, skilfully manipulated by her uncle

Papdzrus pow tries to arrang: a meelng betweon Treilus
and Ciseyds and he promises the pringe that be will “the decr un-lo
thy howe dryve”. ¥ Hg forms aa ingenious plan whereby Crissyde
13 10 mect a parly of Trojan notahlz at the house of Deiphebus, the
favourite brother of Trailus, in arder to help her agzinst

som men wolden doon appressioun,
And wropngfully have hir possessioun®.

ibid. II. 350.

ibid, IT. 437.

ipid. II. 433-441.
ibid. TL 471-2

3. ibid- IL 1535,

5 ihid. II. 14181419,

Lol R o
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She seems rather calculasiing here, and more like ber Italian coun-
terpart, Yet there is a great deal of difference between the two women.
Criscida is the calculaling wanton whe does her own planning and i3
never taken by surprise; she is frank, open and knows exactly what she
wants, ghe is the ysual type of woman found in Boccacrio®s tales. But
Chaucer’s Criseyde i3 much more complex bevause she is less sure of
bersell and cannot casily make up her mind. It is this indecision that
makes her appear, {o critics like Cophill 85 “zan epigma® and makes
him say that “one i5 never quite certain whether what she says and
does springs from calculation or from impulse’’! Indeed, Criseyde
ig a very elusive creatute, or appears to be so, may be becavse she does
not fecl strongly encugh about anything and is therefore susceprihle Lo
every sudden thought that comes to her mind as well as to any outside
eicment thet can inflyence her.

We find het reacting to the love song that Antizons sings in the
garden and later when she is Iying in bed, o the “lay of love'” that the
nightingale *ful loude samg’™. The dream she has, when she finally
falls aslesp, is very revealing. She sees an eagle, with feathers white
85 ivory digging his claws in her breast plucking her heart our, he then
puts his heart in #s place and flies away “with herte left for herte'3,
This drzam, move than anything else, shows quile clearly how love
is foreed vpon Criseyde and how helpless she is in the hands of
a guperiour power.

In contrast with Criseyde’s indecision and uncertainty, we have
Pandaruz whe scems lo bave only one thought in his mind and ons
sole aim towards which he i5 striving regardless of anything in his way.
He wishes to make Troilus happy by hripging Criscyde to his arms
s he musters all his powers to that end. He finds his niece rcluctant
so he attempts to wic her over by all soris of tricks. He flatters her
vanity by praising her for having *caught’ “swich boon™ 29 Troilus
“wilhopte net’’ ? and he trics to arouse her piry by depicting the sorry
gtate Troilus s in and he tclls her that it lzs within her power “to
make him {ive ordeye’™ but if she be without pity or compasion, “than

1. Tbe Post Chaueer p, 74,
2. Trailes I1. 925931,

3. ibid. TI. 588,

4. ikid. 11, 322
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+of ionelincss, of old age, of death, of love and of hostlity, of everything,
indecd that ¢an be feared.”!. This is quile true and is apparent
thronghout the poem. Even when she is most in need of protection
she is aflraid of giving way to love and we overhear her saying to herself :

ellas sin I am free
Should I pow love, and putte in Jupartye
My sickerness, and thrallen libertee ?
Alas, how domsle Tthenken that folye 7 2

But surcly such a kind of fcar is common o many peopls and
most womcn in her positien and circumstances would have felt the
same. Crifcyde is a woman in whom Lhe instinet of fear is brought very
much {o the fare by the funfortunate occurences that happen fo her.
But the main characterislics in ker nature that rule her judgement and
make her act in a certain way are, I think, her kindlipess and ber vaniky.
Sheis extremely and hearted and shows it in her solicitude for her unclz"s
safety and in the way she gives way to Troilus, out of pity. Criseyde
is also a vain woman, proud of her beauty and Pandarus knows this
very well for he says to her when he is trving to further Tredlus® swit

Wo worlh that beautee that is routhless 3

Aund ke reminds her that each hour that passes takes away some
of her bezuty and therelore “er that gge thez devoure' she should

Go love, for, olde, ther wol wol wipht of Lhee*

Sha recollects all this whap she i3 alone in her chamhber and she
reminds herself furthermoere that Troilus is her king’s son and might
harm ber il she were to repulse him and she asks herself

Now were [ wys, me hate to purchace,
With-outen nede, ther Y may stondein grace 7 %

Allcgory of Love p. 185,
Troiles IT. 771774,
ibid, T. 348,

ibid, I 393-295,

{bid. II. 708-714
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To this he had added that it lies in Criseyde’s power “to make him live
or daye’' 1,

Criseyde watches Troilus riding by “on his baye stede, el armed,
save his heed, ful richely™, Lhe hero, the mar who next his brothet
Hector, is the *holdere vp of Troye'' 7 and her thoughts make het
“wex al reed’” for she can hardly helicve it ihat this is really

he
which that myn uncle swereth he meet he deed,
ButI onhim have mercy and pitee 2

Alane in her room she begins to debate with hersell what her future
caurse af action will be and what she is to 2l her unele if he were *'for
to press” Troilus “upon her’’. It is nnlikely that Criseyde possessed,
at thiy stage any deep feelings for Troilys. Lave was entirely one sided
s far a3 she was concerned and this is obvious when we consider her
unemotional attitude whea she ponders over her situation and recalls all
her uncle had told her about Troflus. She kngws that he is gentle,
hrave, worthy, handsome andlin every respect all that a woman ceuld
wish for, and he had acloally chosen her, he who

able is for to have
Of al this noble toun the thriftieste,
Teo heen hislove.?

This thought flls Crisevde with pride. She kpows that she
is beauliful “and so men seye in el the toun of Troye™ 3 Why should
it then be strange that Treilus should think the same; “‘what wooder
is it though he of me have joye ? 6.

This element of vanity, is one of her main characteristics.
C.8. Lewis regards fear as Crizeyde’s “ruling passion’™, she is afraid,
he saym.

ibid, IL 222,
ibid. L &4
ibid, II. 653653
ibid 11, TI6-739
bid, II. 742
ibid, T, 74%.

L L



Hope worked wooders in Troilus. He “lay tho no lenger doun’™!
but was a very lion 1o the (21d of batile. Tn town, be was friendly and
gentle with everyone and so handsome

That ech him loveds that Ioked on his face. ?

Yt is this glamorouws Troilus whom Criseyde sees from her chamber
window tidiog past after »having put to flight the Grekes roule' 3
thoss same Groeks of whom she is“soferd™ % Hg looked so “vong™,
so “weldy’* that “it wan an beven up-on -him for to sce™ ¥ and withall
“s3 Iyk a man of armes and a knipht™ thet he remindsd everyone of
“Mars, that god iz of batayle’’ ¢ This sight would not pormally have
affected Criseyde im apy special way. Unpdoubtedly, hike all Trojans,
she greatly admired Trailus who was second only to the mighty Hector
in couragz apnd like him was also endued with “‘moral vertu' and
“voyde of vyees”’ 7 But foctune willad it that she should be deeper
affected by the sight of Troilus passing by on thi$ paricular day, and
more personally involved, for not only was it that

bilsful ¥enus, wel arayed,
Sat in het seventhe hons of hevene tho,
disposed wel, and with aspectes payed,
To helpen sely Troilus of his wo §

but also Pandarus, her upcle had just paid ber a visit and had apprised
her that

The noble Troilus, s loveth thee,
That, bot ye helpe, it wol his bans be.?

ibid. I 1072
ibid. 1. 1078.
ibid, II. &13
ibid, TI. 124.
ibid, I, £36-7
ibid, TL 630,
ibid, 1, 163182
8. ibid, If, 680-3
9. ibid, IL 313-320
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Fate, in the guise of the god of love was the cause of Troilus'
passign for Criseyde. Everything that Troilus had derided and made
fon of, he was now made to do and to suffer.  This, says Chancer should
be a leston to those proed folk who scorn love which “so sone’ can
the freedom of their hearts “4o him thralle™ E.

The helplessness of Troilus in the haods of Fate is here clearly
apparent; it is fate that had willed him to [all in love with Criseyde
and it is fale that will make him suffer for that lové,

Troilus from now on becomes a “servant’ of  love end in the
true tradilion of courtly love, he can neither eat nor slesp and his sorrow
is £0 great that it “shewed in his hewe™ 2 . But he shrinks from telling
Criseyde his love and suffers in  his chamher til]l Papdarus, his friend
comes to see him and mekes him admit that it is love that has laid him
s¢ low, Troilus refuses to divelge the pame of his lady for, full of
humility, he thinks that she “nil Lo noon swich wrecche as T be wonne.'” 3
Pandarus scolds him for being so diffident and for despairing “thus
causeless®. With grear difficnlty Pagdarys makes Troilua confess that
his “swete fo'’ ig called Criseyde

And wel nigh with the word for fere he deyde *

Mot so Pandarus, *Lord, he wase glad'™® to hear that name,
for Criseyde was his own nices and he had no doubt that hs would be
soccessful in pleading Troilus’ cause with her,  He promises that, “she
of whom rist al thy wo, here-afler may thy comforl been pl-so™ &
for the wrath of the pod of love is now “al apescd’’ end Pandarus hopes
“of this Lo maken a good ende™7.

ibid. 1. 292235,
ibid, T, 484487
ibid. I, 777,

ihid. 1. E74-875
jbid. I 877,
ibid. I 944-5
ibid, 1. 972
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He leaves Crissyde behind, all alone in a hostle city. Chaucer
dees not konow whether she had any childeren or not, he “mdoit nought™
5o he is conlemt to “leis it goon’ !, Along and,

“WWel nigh out of hir wit for sorwe and fere™?

She seeks Hector, the ncblest of the Trojans, and shefalls down
at his feet and begs for mercy. Hector who was “pitous of nature®
secing Lhat she was “sorowlully bigoeon'’ and noting how “fair a
creature’ she was, had her dwell “in joye™ ? with them in Troy,

It so happensd that on a feast day, she went to the femple and
although sko was *in widewes habits black™ while 21l the other women
were “ful wel arayed’ yet in beauty stopd she “makeless™ and never
was seen “unnder eloude blak so hright a- sterre* ¢+ Trodlus, the king’s
son was alsg there, an unattached Troilus ¥ who makes fun of the
knights end squires of his company who can so easily fallin love apd
who suflfer “wo and penaunces’” when their “preye is lost™. This at-
titude of course, made the god of love ansry and forthwith he delermined
to make this proud prince suffer for his mrogance. He- took up his
bow and “hit him at the fulle’ € 5o that

.+~ . he, that now was most in pryde abave,
Wex sodenly most subget un-to~love. 1

The nbj_-:ct of his love was none other than the beautful widow,
Crissyde. His eye “smoot™ her, and *‘ther it sicnle’; ¥ “Blessad
be love™ says Chaucer ““that thus can folk cooverte™ %.

ikid 133.

bid, 108

ibid 114112

ibid 169175

5. 5o unlike Boccosin's Troilo
ihid, 209,

7. ibid, 231,

8. ibid 273

9 ikid
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citee™ can come from within and things of the spirit are always available
for those worlhy and ready to roceive them. ! “And god, bibolder
and for-witer of alls thingrs, dwelleth ghove; and the present eternitee of
bis gishte renneth alwey with the dyverse qualitee of oure dedes, dispen-
singe and ordeyninge medes to prode men, and tormens to wikked
men’ 1,

The ending of “Troflus and Crseyde™ is very mych in this vein.
Chaucer advises “yongs fresshe folkes' to ;

Repeyreth hoom from worldly vanitee,

And of your herte up-casteth the visage

To thilke god Lhat aflter his image

You made, and thinketh al nis hut a fayre
This world, that passeth one as Soures fayre. ?

This is the ending towards which Lhe poem has been leading
from its very first Yine. The wheel of Fortune turps; and Map is
helples. Tt is this helplessness in the hands of fate that can clearly be
discerned throughout the whole poem.

Criseyde is a chaste, modest widow, faithful in her black weeds
to the memory of her dead husband, Fate and Pendarps, her uncle
combing ta (hrow her ipto the arms of the expectant Troilles; and
it is Fats once morve, that drove her out of Troy inlo the Greek camp.
Bhe is neither very pood not very had, she Is mexely an ordinary woman
with an ordinary woman’s foihles and failings. C.5. Lewis Justly
remarked that : <in happier circumstagees she would have bezn a faithlvl
misress, or a faithful wife, an efectionate mother,and a kindly peighbour-
3 happy woman and 2 cause of happiness Lo all about her”. 4+ But
her cirumstances were far from happy. She is the daughter of Calkas,
the pricst whe turns traitor against his own people 2nd joins the Greeks
becanse be

Know wel that Troye sholde destroyed be 5

1, .k *"Chzucer and the fifteenih ccutury'” by H.S, Bennett. pp. 27-28,
2, BRocthius Dook Y. prose WT 328-1841.

3, Tmollus and Coscyde. ¥, 1817-1641,

4. The Allegory of Love, p. 189

5. Troihes and Criseyde I 68



AN APPROACH TO “TROILUS AND CRISEYDE™

Iy
AZZA HARARAH

In the prologue to “The Legend of Good Women™ Lhe God of
love accuses Chaucer of being his “marial fo** for haviog

Mad in Englizh eek the book
How that Crisseyde Trothus forsook *

The dream-queen 2. whko. accompanies Cupid, orders the poet
te do pepance for having cast a slur on women by porlraying the life
of failhless Criseyde. He must spend the rest of his mortal days “yeere
by vere'',

In making of a gloricus legende

Of gode wormmen, maidenes and wives,
That wersn trewe in loving al hir lyves,

And telle of false men that hem bitrayen ., 2

A “lite]l penance®’ indesd, as Cupid remarks for onc that

o4

“deserved sorer ros to smerte'’.

But was Chaucer’s “Troilus and Criseyde™ really such a travesiy
arainst women 7 Queen Anne of Bohemia way have thpught se, bat

1. Editien W.W. Skeat. Teat “A° 264-265

2, The drearm-guesn voizes the opinions of Amne of Bohemla, quesn of
England, under the cover of allegory, Lydmte corroborates this assumption, he says
‘IThis poete wrote at Request of the quane™.

3, Prologue Text B’ 453454,

4, Cupid seems to be very i1l inlormed igdeed. Ho considers “"The Foman
de la Row' which Chancer translatod, as a heregy apiinst love, which it certainly
is dot. Hathen recommends cortain authors [ortranslation, among them, he menticis
cVilerye” nod “Teroms'” who have both as Chaucer well' knows, expressed very anti
feminist opinioms. £.f. Nevill Ceghill ©“The Post Chaucer'® p. 100,
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