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eastward coarsening trend which could be arrributed to the effect of longshore
current having 2 general eastward direction and used 1o drift the eroded sands .
Clearly , although the high rate of erosion that the project beacbes undergo , the
supply of bottom sediments 1o the beaches is limited owing to the erosion and
transportation of sich deposits in the inshore area . The offshore - onshore
transportation of the eroded sediments took place by action of waves , whereas
transperattion along the study beaches is most likely resulted by action of
currents .



inshoxe off the study beaches , as off the overall shore of Alexandria, where the

average current volocity is 28 cm/sec { Eid, 1979 )., the sediments of grain-size

ranging between 3,34 and 0.0¢ aré possibly continuously eroded , whereas those ™
of the size ranging between - 1.59 ¢ and 0.0 ¢ are easily treasported ,

Consedering the range of size for the study inshore sediments , it is presumed

that these sediments are continuoasly eroled or transported

7- CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis and discussion of the resalts , just menticned , it is
possible to make some concluding remarks about the behavior of sand fill at
some beaches along the coast of Alxandria City . However , concluding remarks
presented herein need 10 be subjected to repeat testing by field smdy and
stafistical analysis 1o permit maore accurate conclusions 10 bé drawn ,

The fill placed under the improvement project for some beaches along tie
coast of Alexandria City inidally provided protective beaches of project
dimensions . Although acmal net Joss of material from the project beaches was
about 7550 m> per year , losses from the tidal zone , i.e between mean high and
mean low water , averaged about 9880 m> per year . Consideratiori could be
given W the construction of several short stone groynes to retard the erosion rale
at the project beaches . A maintenance programme should be initiated to
replenish losses from the tidal zane if project beach widths above mean high
water are to retained , and to protect the narrow beaches which well be eroded
entirely during the next ten years , assuming that the present rate of erosion
continnes . The annual cost {0 provide and maintain the beaches of the
improvement project will apparently be about LE 153.0 ( $ 45.0 ) per linear
metre of shore when considered over an estimated 15 - year amortization period .

The initial beach fll material had unsuitable grain-size distribution.
characieristics . The bormow area was located sufficiently far hinterland and its
material was , therefore , unsuitable far wave conditions which have exisied
in the coastel area of Alexandria City . Hence |, it is suggested that the borrow
area should be located far enough seaward , fram which sand would be pumped
todhe shore by a hydraulic pipeline dredge , to preclude inducement of the beach
fill 10 move back into the barow pits .

The present study reveals that the beach sands in project beaches , have an
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affecting the coastal area, namely erosion and accretion. The inshore bottom
sediments are moved to the beaches along the coast of Alexandrin wnder the
influence of shareward drift. The fine sand thrown into suspension, as wave crest
passes, teads to be moved seavward by the mid depth renrm flow associated with
moass transport { Ippen & Engelson, 1955 ), Howaver, the long period flat swells
which approach the beach have an extremely assymmetrical pattem of surges ;
landward crestal surges are much stronger than seaward rough surges, and the
coarse sands move landwards ag bedload onto the plunge point bar and across it
to the beach ( Inmen & Nasuo , 1956 ). This finding vounld explain the relative
coarseness of beach sands in the study sector of shore compared 1o the inshore
sediments, The storm' surges over Alexandria have generally a distructive effect
on the beaches , where they remove different particle size from the beach face .
Cook & Grosline ( 1972 ) suggested that surges of varying strengths are
competent 10 move all available sand size particles with equal facility on a
rippled botom. According to the method used by Passega (1957) 1o characterise
the depositional agents and to study the dynamics of sand transport in the
nearshor zone , the sediments collected in 1989, 1990 and 1991 are mainly
transported by rolling or graded suspension of 2 moderate turbulance deposition
type, whereas sediments taken in 1992, 1993 and 1994 are transported by rolling,
The dominant grain size in the sediments of the inshore area off the study
beaches is the medium sands . These sediments type is most likely transported
by rolling, particularly during the period of accretion . However, fine particles
might also be transported in suspension under certzin conditions as during the |
storm periods affecting the shore of Alexaudria City . The longshore current is
dominant in the inshore area ofi the study beaches , as waves approach the
shore in oblique path . The enstward drift of longshore currents use to transpornt
sediments paraller (o the shoreline (Fig.3). Whea beach sands are shifted
offshore from the foreshore by action of undertow cuments , it generally
deposils 10 form the longshore bar with a frough on its shoreward side (Abdullah,
1978; Eid, 1979; El-Sayed, 1979) . It is worth to mention that the wave induced
longshare currents is the main reason for the sand movement . Other marine
currents are effective only under exceptional conditions (Komar,1976) . Cn the
other hand, Hjuistiom (1955) suggests that the minimum velocity needed for
eresion, 10.8 cm/sec, is capable for eroding a particle having 2 diameier of
1.05¢, Smaller particles would remain in suspension until carried to deeper water
or until the motion of the water subsided and permirted them to semtle . In the
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the erosion raie to a degree more than sufficieat to justify their construction. The
groynes envisioned at this time were terminated at about mean low water line
and be high enough to prevent the passage of some sand down drift as well as to
retain beach sediment on their westemn sides. It seems reasonable to assurne from
dara available at this time that switably designed groynes for all the beaches
could reduce the rate of erosion by a much greater amount. As the losses are
principally moved eastward along the coast of Alexandria City, groynes located
east of the beach would probably most effictive.

Analysis of the sand samples takea from the beach zone in 1989 , 1990

and 1991. and 1992. 1993 and 1994 show a very close relation between the mean _

size of the composite samples, The 1989, 199G and 1991 samples represent the
characteristics of the ariginal fill and the 1992 , 1993 and. 1994 represent the
characteristics of the beach material after being subjected to natural sorting and
other littoral processes . The composite plots (Fig.8) of the two sets of samples
show that extensive sorting of the sediments compasing the outer layers of the
fill has taken place over the 3-year pexiod. This would be additional evidence
that the bottom slopes off the study beaches have reached some degree of

~stability and that the overall rate of material movement in the litoral zone has~ - -

reached relative stability, These plots also demonstrate that a significant
castward coarsening trend in grain-size, took place during the study period . This
coarsening trend would thus indicate the direction of sand transport along the
Alexandria shareline . This finding coincides with that given by McCave (1978}
who found that the direction of sand tansport along the northem East Anglia
(England) appears 1o be indicated by the coarsening of the beach sediment in the
net direction of wave-driven . The eastward coarsening tread of the study
beaches is auributed to the effect of the longshore current having a general
eastwand direction and used to drift the eroded sand.

The comparative size analysis data of the sand samples mken along
profites from the inshore zone during the 3 - year period of investigation
indicated (hat the relation between the mean size and sorting is the most sensitive
measare to delineate the inshore sediment types . Accordingly the sediment in
the inshore zone were generally finer and better sorted during 1989, 1990 and
1991. On the other hand. nearly similar skewness and kurtosis values
characterise the sediments all over the period of study . In the inshore
environment, the surf and the breaker zones are very sensitive to the precesses
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between the planes of mean high and mean low waler from 1990 - 1991 , 1991 -
1992 , 1992 - 1993 and 1993 - 1994 were sipnificantly less than from. 1989 -
1950, 1990 - 1991, 1991 - 1992 and 1992 - 1993 . These data lend 1o indicate
the littoral processes of the areas have or will reach a more stable condition and
the data may reflect the average anuual losses from this zone that may be
expected in the immediate futere . Requirement for average annual maintenance
of the beach fill could be based on the analysis of the data collected to date .
Therefore , annual sand maintenance requirement is presently estimated at 6870
m3 for El-Asafra , 12600m> for Miami and Sidi Bishr , and 10200 m? for
El-Ibrahimizh and El-Shatby , which is 3670 m3 , 7300 m? , and 6150 m* greater
than originally estimated for the study beaches respictively . This represents an
increase in the estimated annnal cast of LE 408,580 ( § 120,525 ), resulting in 2
total estimated annual cost of LE 948,600 ( $ 279,913 ) for oaly the sector of the
study beaches . These costs indicate that under the above conditions for
estimation , a beach of project dimensions can be established and maintained
along 6200 m of shoreline at El-Asafra , Miami and Sidi Bishr , and
El-Tbrahimiah and El-Shatby for a cost of LE 153 ( $ 45 ) per linear metre per
year . Even though a beach of project width existed along most of the study

sector of shore in 1992 , 1993 and 1994 , the foreshore slopes have greatly
steepned and material losses from between mean high and mean low water have
been much greater than anticipated . Although there had been no programme of
petiodic maintinance of the sudy beaches as of that date , a nourishment
programme should soon be initiated if the annual cost per linear metre to
maintain of the desired beach dimensions is 10 be kept as low as estimated . If
erosion is allowed to continue the backshore will be exposed to wave action and
maintzinance costs will increase ,

The data do not show the net effectiveness of the three groynes,
installated in Miami and El-Shathy beaches . They were apparently constructed
to suitzble dimensions , as no area within the system or downdrift thereof shows
recession by reason of a reduced supply of littoral drft . Since none of the annual
surveys showed the study beaches to have dimensions less then recommended
project dimensions , it may be reasoned ihat the zroynes have tended 1o
minimize shart - term fuctearions in the beach widths , particularly during of
storm conditions . And , possibly the installation of the three groynes o retard
movement from the zone between mean high and mean low water would reduce
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areas , which would :zpmse:ﬁt net losses of oaly a linle more than 50% for the
3-year period or an average anoual loss of aboat 22700 m3 . While

presumably accretion offshore of the mean low water line will canse the fimme -~

rate of erosion o diminish , itis probable that losses will continue to be beavier
than initially estimated dus 1o the relative alignment of the projecting beaches
with the adjacent shores . Undoubtedly qoantities of material substangally
greater than those indicated by availsble survey have been moved from the
study beaches 10 the inshare underwater bottom or 1o the zone below the low
water line and redistributed within the smdy beach areas by littoral forces .

Immediately prior to placement of the beach fill in 1989 , 1990 and 1951
the width of the study beaches above mean high water was about 15m at
El-Asafra , 25 m at Miami and Sidi Bishr and 10m at El-Ibrahimiah El-Shatby .
After placement of the fill the maximum beach width was about 30m 50m , and
25m at El-Asafra , Miami and Sidi Bishr and El-Thrahimiah and El-Shatby
beaches respectively. The analysis of shore processes did indicate , bowever ,
that the direction of littoral drift is easward (Hilmy , 1951 ; Gerges , 1978 ; Eid ,
1979 ) and therefore material placed in the area of El-Shatby and El-Tbrahimiah
beaches at the western sector of the shore could be expected Lo move eastward
and help nourish the other beaches at the eastern sector of the shore. Throughout
the remainder of the beaches , widths greater than project dimensions were
achieved with Lhe initial fill , In 1992 , 1993 , 1994 the beach width reduced to
about 25 m at El-Asafra , 30- 35 m at Miami and Sidi Bishr, and 12 - 20 m at
El-Tbrahimiah and El-Shatby . In the 3-year period there was an average
reduction in width about Sm , 8m and.12m , or an average reduction of about
1.7m , 3m and 4m annually at El-Asafra , Miami and Sidi Bishr , and Ibrahimiah
and El-Shatby respectively . The rate of reduction of beach width at the westerdy
end , El-Thrahimiah and El-Shatby beaches , was twice the average reduction for
the entire other study beaches . A higher rate of erosion for this sector was
expected because the fill extended into deeper water , and hence was subjected to
more direct wave atiack . Based on the rate of recession for the 3-year period
after placement of fll , and if no additional fill is placed on the study beaches ,
the width of the beaches would be reduced below the recommended project
width by about the year 1999 or 2000 .

The volumetric computations indicatz that the greatest adjustment of fill
material occurred in the first year after the fill was placed . The losses from
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{Fig.10}: Interrelation of the grain-size parameters of beach foreshore
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sande of 1992 , 1993 and 1994 fall in the mesokertic and Jeptokantic range (0.5 -

1.6 ). The relation of sorting with both skewness and lamtosis shows that most of

the well, moderately well and moderately sorted sands of the initial fill

placement are coarse skewed (-0.70) and leptokarrtic (1.3) , while few samples

are nearly symmetrically skewed (-0.06) and mesokurtic (0.82) . Three years

after fill placement , most of the leptokurtic and mesokurtic sediments are
modersiely well and well sorted (0.4-1¢ ) and coarse skewed ; however very few
samples are fine skewed , or nearly symmetrically skewed.

The interrelarionship between the statistical parameters (Fig.10) shows
an obvious difference in the grain - size characteristics for the samples from
foreshore and inshore zones of the study beaches (Table 2 A and B ) . This
difference could be largely attributed 10 the cffect of currents and waves
acting separately on each zone , The underow currents would winnow out the
relatively fine particles leaving the coarser sands on the foreshore or beach face
area . On the other hand , the coarse sands would piled on the inshore zone due
to the direct action of wave transported sands .

é- DISCUSSION

During the 3-year period immediately following placement of beach filf ,
17700 m3 of material were eroded from approximately 1000 linear meters of
shore under swdy at El-Asafra , 28500 m3 were transported out of the 3200 -
meters sector of shore at Miami and Sidi Bishr, and 21800 m3 were eroded from
1800-meters sector of share at El-Ibrahimiah and El-Shatby . If the data are
examined over various segmeat of the profile , deficits created by movement of
beach maierial are indicated to be predominantly between m=zan high and mean
low water , Most of the Josses can be accounted for by accretion in the zone
above mean high water and below the tidal zone . However , the loss of
approximately 85000 m3 of material from tidal zone of the project beacbes
extremity indicates that at least 70% of the original 126415 m3 of beach fill
placed in 1989, 1990 and 1991 has becn repositiones by wave forces from ils
initial zone of placement . Analysis of the data indicates that the quantity of
matetial deposited below the mean low water line was about equal to that eroded
from the beach and even though losses from the upper beach face have been
more or less constant along the full lengths of the project beaches . Actually only
48000 m? of fill is indicated as having been entirely removed from the project
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Table 4: Correlation coefficient marrices of the statistcal measures of the
Joreshore sediments in the years (1989, 19590, 1991)

& (1992, 1993, 1994)
(1989, 1990, 1991) (1992, 1993, 1994)
Paramelers

M § SK K M S SK K
M 1.00 1.00
S 073 1.00 0,68 1.00
SK 008 022 1.00 019 009 1.00
K 059 068 035 100 |-019 017 045 1.00

The sediment samples taken from the inshore zone in 1989, 1990 and
1991 show that the area off the El-Asafra and Miami and Sidi Bishr beaches is
covered by fine and medium sands , which grade seawards 1o medium and coarse
sands. Westwards, in front of El-Ibrahimiah and El-Shatby beaches the
sedimants are mostly of fine sands (Table2 A). In 1992, 1993 and 1994,
sediments covering the area off the former beaches have changed 1o mediurn and
coarse sands, while in front of the western beaches sediment size remained as in
1989, 1990 and 1991 . The relaion berween the mean size and sarting shows that
the majority of the samples collected immediately after initial £l placement in
1989 , 1990 and 1991 are clustered in the range of fine grains (238 ¢ ) , and are
well 10 moderately well sorted ( 0.31 - 0.65 ¢ ) . However , few samples are
relatively coarse ( 1.06 ¢ ) and moderately sorted ( 0,70 - 0.96 ¢ ) . Samples taken
3 years later in 1992, 1993 and 1994 show sediment bimodality which is
distinguished on the basis of the size and sorting values . The fine sands (2.17 6 )
are well 1o moderately well sorted (0.37 - 057 ¢ ) , while the medium sands ( 1.0
- 2.0 ¢ ) are moderately sorted { 0.6 - 1.14 ¢ ) . The relation between the mean
size and skewness reveals that most of the sediments collected in 1989 , 1990
and 1991 are fing 10 coarse skewed ( 0.46 ) , while few samples are medium to
nearly symmetrically skewed ( -0.37 o .06 ) . The fine and medium sediments
collected in 1992 , 1993 and 1994 are generally coarse skewed ( 023 10 0.1);
exceplionally some are strongly coarse . Most of the fine , medium and relatively
coarse in 1989 , 1990 and 1991 are leptokurtic (1.3) , where the medium and fine
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distribution in both cases lies very near the mean size . The peak of the size
distribation far the 1989 , 1290 and 1991 lies on the relatvely fine side of the
mesn size , whereas it is on the coarse side for the 1992, 1993 and 1994
samples. The majority of 1989 , 1990 end 1992 samples have high values of
kurtosis than the 1992 , 1993 end 1994 samples . Kurtosis is a measure of the
conceatration of frequencies within the central part of the distribution relative 1o
the concentration in the tails . The high kurtasis values { more leptokurtic ) on
the stdy beach faces m 1989, 1990 and 1991 ( i.e. immediately after inital fill
placement ) indicate that sorting in the central part of the grain - size disribution
is better than in the tils , whereas it is less better for the 1992, 1993 and 1994
samples since their valnes of koosis are decreased .

The regression equations and correlation coefficient values among the
grain size parameters for the beach face samples collecied in 1989 , 1990, 1991
and 1992, 1993, 1994 are preseated in tables 3 and 4 respectively . The highest
correlation coefficient values between the grain size parameters in sediments
collected in 1589 , 1990, 1991 are obtained between the mean size and sosting ,
followed by that between the mean size and kurtosis . On the other hand | the
mean size and soxting is sill highly correlated in sediments collected in 1991 ,
1993, 1954 , followed by that of lantosis and skewness (Fig, 9 }

Talle 3 : Regressian equations of the size parometers Krelatlon of
sedimenys in the years (1989, 1999, 1991)

& (1992, 1993, 1994)
Parameters (1989, 1990, i991) (1992, 1993, 1994)
M/5 y=1+(04)X y=13+(034)}X
M/SK y=-035+04 X y=-04+008 X
M/K y=087+0.19X y=132+(006)X
S/SK y=-033+019X y=-016+(009X
S/K y=Ll71+(072)X y=13+(L016)X
K/SK y=018+(-028)X y=013+(029)X -
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El-Asafra to Sidi Bishr , and between 1.46 ¢ and 1.16 ¢ ai the ersa from
Ei-Ibrahimiah 10 Ei-Shathy . The dispersion of send paricle size (Le. sorting } is
between 0.62 ¢ to 59 ¢ at El-Asafra - Sidi Bishr , and berwesn 57 ¢ 1o 55 ¢ at
El-Ibrahimiah - El-Shatby , which means that the native beach material of the
study beaches is moderately well sorted . Most beach foreshore sands have
asymmetrical size distribution abomt the mean . Skewness of beach foreshore
sands of the study beaches ranges from -0.29 ¢ to0 0.19 ¢ and from +1.25 ¢ to
+0.18 ¢ , while kurtosis varies from 1.85 ¢ t0 1.30 ¢ , and from 1,46 ¢ 10 1.17%
(Abou - Raddy , 1988 ) .

The samples obtained in 1989 , 1990 and 1991 from the beach zone
immediately afier the. fill placement had mean size ranging from 2.01 ¢ 10 0.82 ¢
at El-Asafra - Sidi Bishr and from 2.23 ¢ 10 1.46 ¢ at El-Ibrahimish - El-Shatby ;
however , this values are the extreme limites and the average mean - size for the
17 samples was 1.74 ¢ . The mean size of the 1992 , 1993 and 1994 samples
taken from the beach zone ranged from 2.01 ¢ 10 0.70 ¢ at El-Asafra - Miami-
Sidi Bishr , and from 2.10 ¢ to 1.60 ¢ 2t El-Tbrahimiah - El-Shathy , and the
average mean size was 1.71 ¢ . The similarity in the values of the average mean
size of the 1989 , 1990 and 1991 , and 1992 , 1993 and 1994 samples and the fact
that both these values are not in the same order as the mean size of the native
material , are indications that unsuitably sized beach fill material was placed on
the study beaches , A comparison of mean size of beach samples after 3 years
shows that the mean size is much larger ( Fig, 8 ) . This would indicate that there
had been mixing of the fill material with the coarser material composing the
original native beaches and that also much of the finer size material may have
been lost from the fill during placement ar by subsequent action of littoral forces
. Normally , when entire class fractions are removed from size - class distribution
of mixture of material , the remaining material exhibits better sorting . For the
1992, 1993 and 1994 beach samples , the indicated poor sorting , as well as
coarseness (in some degree ) , are believed to be derived from the mixirg of fill
maserial with the relatively coarser moderately soried native bexch material ,

The skewness of the 1989 , 1950 and 1991 samples taken from the beach
face zone had values ranging from -0.17 ¢ w +0.490 , while skewness of the
1992, 1993 and 1994 samples ranged from -0.02 ¢ to -.033 ¢ . Skewness is an
expression of the symmetry of a cumulative size distribution curve . The small
values for the skewness of both sets of samples indicates that the peak of the size

131



TABLE 2
Statistieai Measures of Sand Sample
Alerandria Desches
A~ Immediately afler iniCial 6ll placement
{ Suly 1989, August 1990, May 1991}

ll'uth face 1082 loahore myne
Locstion | TRt ype of Geei Sz 4 Trpeol Genin~Siza (4
Sediment[ M { S s | £ [oedmem| Mmoo x| X
EkAsia pt | activm | 192 | Q62 | 049 133§ metiom | 130 | 074 L DM [N
{155} p0s | modom [ 158 | 059 | 029 ] LS enctdim | 129 | 085 3 D41 119
| p05 | omodmm | 106 | 023 ) Q1) LT e | 232 | Q46 ) 422|125
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Teach face Zone Igalinre rans
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Sediment] M [} Sk K Sediment M 5 X Y
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(1997} -0 mcdinn [ 150 | Qs | 005 110 || mediom | 153 | 0.9 N8 | 1o
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TADLE 1
Yolumetric Changes . Alexandria Beaches

{ Volume 10° Cubic Melres )
A - El-Asalma
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08 022007 [-LIH o8-zt osta0f 18| -refo2 ot L7 0] 1419
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being greater at the beaches of El-Theahimiah and El-Shatby and redncing toward
the cast at El-Asafra beach . The material gain In this zone amounted to 6500 m3
and the pet loss for all thres zones of the study beaches amounted to
17600m3,

The data in Table 1 indicae also that during the 3-year period since fill
plecement the trend of shore processes over the project beaches has been
accretion and erosion , Accretion was geaeral in all zones except in the tidal
zone, At Mizmi and Sidi Bishr beaches losses amounted 1o 37800 m3 in the tidal
zane, while in the above mean high water and below mean low water 9300 m3 of
matesial acereted which produce a net loss of 28500 m3 at the rate of about 9500
m3 per year . In the area of El-Asafra beach there was accretion of 2000 m3
above mean high water and helow mean low water, erosion of 20500m3 brtween
mezs high water and mean Jow water for a net loss of caly 17700 m3 at the rate
of about 5900 m? per year . At El-Trahimizh and E}-Shatby beaches the effect of
the material movement has been a gain of 8800 m3 of materisl shove mean
high water and below mean Jow water , loss of 30500 m3 from the tidal zone ,
producing a net loss of 21800 m? at the raie of about 7270 m? per year . The net
result of material movement to or from the entire areas of the study beaches |,
therefore , was erozion amounting to about 68000 m3 ( about 54% of the initial
amomofsandﬁll).wnalomadmmwofﬂ?%m3pm'wamaﬂmesnﬂy
beaches .

Since the fill was placed in 1989 , 1950 and 1991 , there has been a
la-ndm:ﬂ movement of the shoreline along Lhe entired restored beackes . The
greatest movement occured in the area of Miami and $idi Bishr beacheg , where
the beaches had been filled 1o a greater width for added protection . Except in the
vicinity of profiles P-05 , P-18, P20, P-22 , P-28,, P-30 , P-34 there has been a
general advance of the low water line along the shore . This advance was
undoubtedly due 1o seaward movement of the fill as the beach adjusted 1o a slops
flatter than originally estimated .

The sand sample data given in Table 2 show the seive analysis of samples
obained during fill placement in July 1989 , August 1930 and May 1991 (Table
2A) , and samples taken 3 years later in July 1992 , August 1993 and March
1994 (Table 2B) . The beack foreshore sands along the study beaches before fill
placement have mean grain size between 1.98 ¢ and 1.18 ¢ at the area form
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(Fig.7) : a-Comparative profiles of El-Ibrahimizh beach (P-24:P.28)
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there was a gain of 200 m3, 500 m3 and 700 m3 of material berween profiles
P-10 and P-22 , profiles P-02 and P-08, and profles P-24 and P-34 in the zone
above mean high water of Miami and Sidi Bishr beaches , El-Asfra beach, and
El-Ibrahimiah and El-Shaiby beaches respectively. In the zone between mean
high and mean low water during this same period there was a material loss of
7800 m3 between profiles P-02 and P-08 , 13800 m3 berween P-10 and P-22, and
11500 m3 between P-24 and P-34 . For the zone below mean low water a gain of
material throughout the smdy beaches is indicated . The gain in this latter zone
amounted 1o 200 m3 , 2500m3 , and 2100 m3 at El-Asafra , Miami and Sidi Bishr

, and El-Tbrahimiah and El-Shatby beaches respectivély . Thus the survey data
for the first year after placement of ﬁﬂ indicate a net loss of material the entire
sudy beaches of 26900 mS.

Between July 1950 and July 1991 , August 1991 and August 1992 , and
May 1992 and May 1993 virtually all losses was confines to the zone betweea
planes of mean high and mean low water . Loss of material in this zone along the
entire lenght of smudy beaches amounted w 29400 m3 . There was a small gain of
material in the zone above mean high water amounting to 100 m? while the zane
below low water gained 5800 m3 of material at all the study beaches . The net
material movement for the three zones between the study limits for the second
year was a loss of 23500 m3 . The general movement of material during the
second year after placement of fill was similar to that of that of the first year in
that virtually all losses occurred i the zone between mean high and mean low
water while the gains were confined almost entirely to the zone below mean low
water ,

During the period between August 1992 and August 1993 , July 1991 to
July 1992 , and May 1993 March 1594 some accretion occured in the zong above
mean high water between profileg P-06 ‘and P-08 , and P-10 and P-22 and &lso in
the zone below mean low water for all study beaches ; however , elswhere in the
beaches material losses were indicates . In the zone above mean lugh waler there
was a gain of 2700 m> of material in the 2rea of El-Asafra , and Miwmni and Sidi
Bishr beaches, while in the area of El-Tbrahimiah - EI-Shatby losses amotmied o
400 m3 . Between mean high and mean low water, erosicn amounted 1o 6100
m3, 11300 m3, and 9100 m3 at El-Asafra, Miami 2nd Sidi Bishr, and

" El-Tbrahiminh ard E!-Shatby beaches respectively . Accretion ocourred along the |

entire length of the zone below mean low water in ail the Study beaches | but
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disaggregated then splitted . About 200g from each sample was sieved by hand
throogh the -1.75 § and -150¢ sieves 1o remove any coarse shell material , The
remainder was then sieved for 15 minutes on a Soiltest Sieve Shaker using a
standard set of sieves arranged in a one - half phi class intervals from -1.5 10
4.0¢* . The fraction retained on each sieve was weighted 10 0.01 g and the weight
was converted 1o percentage of the total sample weight ,

The method of moment { Friedman 1961 , 1967 and Griffiths 1962 , 1967)
was nsed to determine the several basic parameters of the Size - Frequency
distribulion . The mean grain - size (M) , standard deviation , i.e Sorting (S) ,
skewness (SK) , and kurtosis (K} for all samples were calculated using four
computational formulae proposed by Greenwood ( 1960 ) . All computations
were carried ot on a digital personal computer { Mandax M- 109 ) using a MSX
- BASIC computer programmes for standard moment statistics , correlation
coeficient, and regressioa equations of the size parameters of sediments .

5- DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

Comparative profiles abtained from 3 surveys from 1989 - 1992, 1950 -
1993 and 1991 - 1994 are shown in figures 5 through 7. Volumetric changes
‘were compuied for each individual profile survey subsequent 10 the first survey
of 1989 , 1990, 1991 . To faciliatte valumetric computation and to aiitain a more
dawiled analysis and better definidon of the net material movement in the area ,
beach and inshore were arbitrarly divided into Lhree zones for analysis as
follows:

I- Above mean high water ( betwean MHW and baseline ) .
[I- Between mean high (MHW) and mean low (MLW) water lines .

IT- Blow mean low water ( between MLW and the point where profiies
approximately terminate in the inshore area ) .

The volumetric changes computed in each zone for periods between each
survey from 1989 o 1992, 1990 to 1993 , and 1991 1o 1994 for the study
beaches are given in Table 1 . The computations show that from July 1989 1o
July 1990, from Angust 1990 to August 1991 , and from May 1991 to May 1992

* ¢ = (phi) = - 10g, mm. phi valu=s zre more practical than fum &nd are of staridard use if
Sedmentology .
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ElLAsafra, Miami , Sidi Bishr , Ibrahiminh and El-Shatby respectively . Distance
and corresponding elevaticns along profiles were measured &t 3.0 ta iaterval , to
an gpproximate depth 1.0m below MSL . Beach face slope was measured using a
clinometer . Two parameters were calculated for each individual profile survey
subsquent 10 the fixst survey of July 1989 , August 1990 and May 1991 . (1) The
horizontal change of MSL shoreline position between consective survesy of a
particular survey Line ( 1. the changes of beach width } , The shoreline is defined
as the point at which the measured beach profile crosses the MSL elevation . (2)
The volumerric changes above the MSL shareline for a unit volume alongshore
lengih of beach . Unit volume is defind as the cross - sectional area under the
profile multiplied by a unit leagth of beach in the Jongshore direction ie cubic

meters per metes of beach (m3/m) . The survey data were then stored in the

computer for data apalysis . It was felt that the selected spacing would furnish
sufficient data for significant volumetric computations . Profile locations , a
typical as - built beach profile , and plots of profile data are shown in figures 5,6
and 7, respectively .

Thirty four samples were taken from beach face and inshore zones in
1989 ( 14 samples ) , 1990 { 8 samples ), 1991 (12 samples ) after fill placemeat
on the smdy beaches of Miami and Sidi Bishr , El-Asafra, and E}-Ibrahimiah and
El-Shatby respectively . During the resurvey of 1992 , 1993, 1994 , seventesn
surface samples were taken from the beach face , along 17 profiles . The surface
sand samples were obtained by conventional procedures , and were collected
exclusively from the upper part of the beach foreshore (Fig. 4 ) , i.e. between the
still-water Jevel and ordinary high water mark or somtiemes the limit of wave
wprush , including that part of the depasit act upon by the swash waves that have
broken near the strand Line , of the five study beaches . At cach prescribed site |
four closely spaced samples , 1m apart , were oblained using a cylindnical ke ,
5 cm in diameter , which extended 15 cm normal to the beach-face to obtain
more or less average sample over a namber of laminae. This was done after the
beach-face siope had been measured . The four samples were then combined into
a single composite sample . Seventeen inshore sediment samples were 2iso
collected from the inshore zone ducing 1992, 1993, 1994 , along 17 profiles .
One sample was refrieved from each profile by small grab sampler .

In the labaratory , the collected samples were washed in distelied water to
remove salt which might will have produced aggrcgates , air-dried ,
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3- PROJECT CONSTRUCTION

The governerate of Alexandria initiated constrnction of this project in
Jane 1989, July 1990 , and May 1991 for the beaches of Miami and Sidi Bishr ,
El-Asafra , and Ibrahimiah and El-Shatby respectively . The beaches were
widened normal 1o the shoreliee length which is a distance of about 6.2 km, A
total of 126,415 m? (335,000 won } of sand fill was placed on the study beaches ;
at e cost of zbout LE 3,013,470 ( $ 942,715 ) . Of this quantity , 52,330m3 were
deposited on Miami and Sidi Bishr beaches , 32,075 m® were placed on
El-Asafra beach , and 41,510 m3 were deposited on El-Tbrahimia and El-Shatby
beeches . The two borrow area , from which the sand fill has been brought to the
beaches , were located south west of Alexandria City and le nearly the 21 Tm
and 120 km on the Desert Road . Samples of fill material had mean sizes ranging
from 025 ¢ to 2.0 ¢ ( Coarse o medium sand ) . It was anticipated that about 20%
(10565 m3 , 6415 m3 , and 8305m° for Miami and Sidi Bishr , El-Asafra , and
El-Torahimiah and Ei-Shatby beaches respectively ) of the inital fll on each
beach would move scaward by littoral processes throughout the year after sand
fill placement and , thereafter , an average requirement of azbout 2650 m3,
1625m3 , and 2100 m3 annually for nourishment of Miami and Sidi Bishr ,
El-Asafra , and El-Tbrahimish and El-Shatby beaches respectively . The three
impermeable groynes constucted after the fill were placed at location shown on
Figure 1 . An average of about 550 toas of stone was required for eaxch groynes ,
and the average length of the groynes is 65 m . The seaward ends of the groynes
terminated at about mean low water on the filled beaches of Miami { 2 groynes )
and El-Shatby { 1 groyne )-

4- MATERIALS AND METHQODS

Profiles of the shore were obtained at intervals of approximately 400m
{17 profiles ; Ranges P-02 to P-34 inclusive , even numbers only) , along the
smdy shore stretechs in July 1989 , August 1990 , and May 1991 (immediatly
after filling ) . Condition surveys were made in July 1990, 1991, 1992 for Miami
and Sidi Bishr beaches ; August 1991 , 1992, 1993 | for El-Asafra beach , and
May 1992 , 1993 , and March 1994 for Ihrahimiah and El-Shatby beaches .
Profile lines are taken perpindicular to the shoreline and extended seaward up o
1.0m depih . The levelling data are adjusied to the MSL damm using beach
marks 0f 2,5,2.0,2.0. 1.90, 1.50 m elevation located behined the beach area of
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0.26 m., maximum range 1.17m )} . Records from the Western Harbour Tide
Gauge Siation show that tides are predominately semi-diurpal . The tidal
variations are , however , reladvely small , and , therefore , constitute significant
factor for the mechanisms of sediment mansport and shore processes . The
average daily variation of the meag sea level along the Meditemranean off Egypt
may approch 80 cm ( Mobarek et al,, 1966 ) . During storm surges this variation
may rezch about 120cm. The value of the maximum and minimum annual
mas) were about S0cm and 40cm respectively (Rady , 1979 ).

The prevailing coastal current off Alexandria is mostly directed
nartheasterly and occasionally southwesterly ( Abdallah , 1978 and Eid, 1979).
The current excursions are generally larger and show less directional scater in
summur and fall than in winter . The excursion lengths in the winter reach an
offshore limit of about 30km, while they may reach higher values , and therefore
have a bigger influence during summur and fall . The average speed of ithe
coastal current is about 28 cr/sec from west to east as deduced from drogue and
dye experiments { Gerges , 1978 and Eid, 1979 ) . On the other hand , the
longshore dnifts induced within the breaker zone are mainly responsible for
longshore transport and movement of the sand load. Eastward current
predominate during the summer months , while wesrward currents as well as
negligible currents resulting from the perpendicularity of waves are commen
féawres during the monthes { UNESCO , 1973 ; 1976 ) . Longshore currents
with speed up 16 100 cm/sec have been measured locally along the
Mediterrenean coast of Egypt ( Sharaf El-Din , 1974 ) . The eastward currents
are op 1o 80 cmysec , over 50% of the time , and this is almost twice as much as
the east-west direction (Manohar, 1976) . On the contrary , the tidal current along
the coastal area of Alexandra is weak relative w both littoral and coastal
curents (UNESCO |, 1977} .

Perior to improvement of the study beaches in 1989 , the shore area
consisted generally of low land . The shore from El-Shatby to Ibrahimiah
consisted of narrow beach { 15-20 ) of mixed shell fragments and coarse sands ,
while from Sidi Bishr 10 El-Asafra , the shore is relatively wide (30 - 40 m ) and
was composed of relatively fine sand admixed with shells and o some extent
with Nile deposits . The original beach-face slopes were steep between high and
low water and averaged about 1 on 7, and relatively fllatened in ather parts with
the majority 1 on 40,
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sand beaches in the embaymeats and relatively wider ones in Sidi B_is.hr and
Maamoura . The beaches have smooth surfaces and slope regularly seaward , at
2n ever - decreasing .

The coastal zone of Alexandnia is susceptible to great changes on
application of energy . Most of the enexgy driving inshore and beach foreshore

processes along this coast comes from the Mediterranean Sea , acting as the

medinm for transfer of energy to the loose material , in the farm of waves ,
_currents , tides and winds which are primary agents affecting the coast,

Alexandria area is exposed (0 a number of storm surges which generally
last from October o May , but most frequently between December and February.
( Hamid and El-Gindy , 1988 ) . They blow mainly from northwest and
southwest , and occur with depressions aproaching from northwest . The wind
blows , on shore, generally in a northwesterly direcdon ( Fig. 3 ) and aftains its
maximum spead { about 15 km/hr ) during winter , and induce during summer
months swell which is refracted to produce east-moving longshore drift.
Obliquely south - westerly and north - easterly winds are also predominant
during winter months , the lauer being more frequent and potentially significant
in producing west- moving longshore drift (Macohar , 1976) . Onshore northerly
winds prevail throughout of the year ( Climatological Normal, 1980) and give
nse o prevailing waves and swells that efficiently transmit energy and
momentum 10 the shore of the study area . On Whe contrary , contribution by
offshore winds is regarded as insignificant considering the general inability of
wind (o transport coarse sand (Blau et al., 1972) , and because less than one
fourth of wind direction for Alexandria Coast has an offshere component .

Wave action along the coast of Alexandria is seaonal in nature with the
winter , storm season { October to May ) and summer , swell scason ( May to
October ) . The waves have periods ranging from 7-8 sec. in storm season lo
9-10 sec. in swell season , Wave heights of about 0.80m are average . During the
storm the average wave heighis is 1.3m { with maxima never over 3.0m ). The
predominant directions of waves during stormy season are usually from NW and
NNW , though waves from N , NNE and NE are nol uncommon , especially in
December and March, (El-Ganainy et al., 1991 ) . Swell approach the coast
generally from NNW and NW with an average height of 0.60m.,

The coastal area of Alexandria is a microtidal environment (mean range
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the beaches (o the east, and thereby permit more economical maintenance of the
entire area of the beachss by periodically placing sand ai-the west end-of each
bedich . The quantity of sand required for the initial fill to nourish the five study
beaches , El-Asafra , Miami and Sidi Bishr, Torahimiah and Ei- Shatby, was about
26413 m3 . The anticipated percent of lasses of the initial fill was estimated a
20% (25283 m3) for the fust year after the fill placement and the average annual
loss ie. nqunshment requirements, was estimated at 5% ( 6321 m3).

'I'he main objectives of thi§ work are , therefore , to analyse and interpret2

?.he change,s of the beach profiles located in the shore area of Alexandria , the _

annual changes of beach area between consecutive surveys , as well as the annual
vanaton of texture and transportauon of sadjments covering the beaches under

mvesuganon

?- AREA OF STUDY o

; The study beaches of El-Asafra , MJam: Sidi Bishr , Inrahimiah , and
El-Shatby are located in the eastern precinct of Alexandria Ciry , and comprise
about 62 km. of thig eastem flank shore along the Alexandria coest , between the
Abu -Qir headland in the east and EI-SLlsﬂa in the we,st a distance of about 25
km. This flank of shore bes between 31 12.5°- 31 19.5"Nand 29 45.5°- 30

04° E (Fig. 1) , and extends generally in a south southwesterly - north
tiortheasterly direction . The shoreline of ﬂus flank is essentially smaight but
5hghr.ly unduleting in some Tocalities formmg small embayments :

The beach sands vary , aloug the eastern flank of the coastal area of
Alexandria City , from loose to fairly well indiirated dcpours of quanz . Shells
aind shell - Fragments as well as hzavy mmcrals are cemmen in beach sands of

tlns pert of the Alexandris coast . ' o

_ Geomarphologically , the shoreline of Alaxanuna exhibites’ :ypzcal
feamres of a young shoreline and it forms one geomorpholoiical unit thar is
shaped largely by terrestrial dopositional agencies and wave actien ( Shukri &
f’hj_lip- , 1955 . Submerged hard grouiid and emerged islats extand hore or tess
parallel and close to the present shoreline ; these probably represent the ancient
subsided shoreline { Fig, 2) which was largely affected by the relstive rise of sea
level { El-Wakeel , ct 2!, 1980 ; El-Sayed, 1991 ) . The caastal steich sidring
Lhis area is rocky in some places and , in most places , is a low land with narrow
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I- INTRODUCTION :

The nosi ecocamical aelbod of nroteciing loug reachies of shore is
frequently found 1o be placement of Fuizeble sand 10 proside a proteciive beach |
and maintaining the required heach dimensions by periadizaly replicing the
material eroded from the beash zone . This method of protection is being vsad at
a pumber of beach sites cleswhere . In the case of the beaches along the corst of
Alcxandria City,groynes were included in the plan to help stabilize the besshes
and reduce repienishment requirements . The fill project for the beacbes of
Alezandria City is of particular interest as the beach fill mazezial was taken from
far distance bormow area from the beach zone .

This paper describes results of sand beach fill placed at some beaches of
Alexandrig City , in accordance with a plan developed by the Alexandria Shore
Proiection Board far the protection , restoration and development of beaches .
The stody reported herein was made under the part of the Board's general
investigation programme concemed with the results obtained by work completed
under shore protection projects and development of criteria for the design of
future beach fill projects . Thus , the purpose of this sdy was (o determine the
most suilable method of stabilizing and improving the sbore area . Local officials
of the Alexandria Governerate had stated that additional beach area was desired
and needed for recreational use at Alexandria beaches because of overcrowding
of existing beaches during periods of peack use . For this reason , a plan of
protection for Alexandria beaches involving placement of a sand beach in front
of the seawall was considered preferable io one involving placement of riprap
revetrment in front of an existing masonry seawall . The recommended plan of
improvement involved widening the beaches 0 a 10-20m. width (above mean
high water) by direct placement of sand , and conrstruction of impermeable
groynes. The plan provided for additional widening the beaches at the westerly

erd of the fill , as this sector of the beach fill was expecied to be eroded ar more

rapid rate , and to provide advance nourishment to the widened beaches .
Groynes were included in the plan , as the study showed that losses from beach
fill would be excessive without these structures . Behavior of sand fill placed on
the beaches indicated that the only appreciabie loss of fill occured between the
high and low water lines . Thus it was believed that short groynes would be
required at e beaches under consideradon , The short groynes would permit the
passage of some sand from the west end of the fili area of each Bach to nourish
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BEHAVIOR OF BEACH FILL
AT THE COAST OF ALEXANDRIA CITY , EGYPT

BY
F.A. ABOU-RADDY#, Ph. D. ( Nott. Univ. )

ABSTRACT :

In 1989 , 1990 and 1991 , to restore and swabilize the beaches of
the eastern flank shore of Alexandria City , sand was transfered to the
beaches of Sidi Bishr , Miami , El-Asafra , Ibrakimigh and El-Shatby
Jrom a borrow area by trucks . The beaches were widened and raised
and, in addition , an extra amount of sand was placed on each beach to
act as a feeder area . The material from the borfmv area proved , to an
extens , to be unsuitable beach fill . In 1992, 1993 , and 1994 surveys
showed that while the actual ner loss of sand from the backshore was
slighs , losses from the foreshore were major , These losses indicate that
maintenance fill is now required and that the construction of several
short groins east of the beaches (downdrift) may be desirable . Data , in
graphic form , show comparative profiles of the area , changes in beach
width , and composite size-disiribution curves for sand samples . The
study revealed that a natural source of supply of terrestrial material no
longer exsited within the area and that improvement of the shore could
best be accomplished by artificial ;eplem'shmenr of the beaches . The
most logical source of sand for this purpose is deemed 10 be offshore .

* Ass. Prof., Department of Geography , University of Alexandria .
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APPENDIX 4

Description of Place
We are looking at a living room with a very simple furniture. In the middle of the room

there are a small sofa and a comfortable armchair next to it. A coffee table is found gpposite to
the sofa with a beautiful antique vase on it A side table is located beside the sofa to put the lamp
on. The bright colours of the cushions that are lying on the sofa are chosen with care. A
classical picture is hung on the wall behind the a_:mchair near the window. A tiny doll is found
on the window-seat which looks like one of the queen's guards. We can also see a book case
under the stairs with a few omaments above it . Another larger book case is found infront of the
stairs. There are two pictures (prints) against the wall which are very similar to each other, and
making a nice contrast in the living room.
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The attitude of the reader is very important. He must be interested in the subject that he
reads about, that is he must have a purpose for reading. The purpose determines the way of
reading, for example, skimming, scanning, intensive or extensive reading. Using the right way
of reading is very important because it makes the process of comprehension easier.

The process of comprehension is very important in our lives. It helps us to learn and to
gain experience of life. It also helps us to communicate more easily with the others. It's one of
the most common processes that we apply in every day's life because it helps us to receive and
comprehend the messages of others.
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APPENDIX3

gito rmative
. A Theory in Comprehension of 8 Writtén Passage B

Comprehension is a very complex process. It involves receiving, understanding and
using the information presented in the written passage. It requires certain backgronnd knowledge
and certain attitudes of the reader in order to understand a written passage.

Before reading, the reader must identifj the purpos¢ of reading, This will help the
reader 10 behave in the right way towards the passage that he reads. This will make the process
of comprehension easier. ‘ -

' The process of comprehension has three phases. The first phase is receiving the
information presented in the written passage. It irrvolves the use of the eye to transfer the written
symbols, the pictures and the diagrams to the brain of the reader. Knowing the written symbols
make it easier for the eye to transfer .1hem to the brain.

the second phase isunderstanding. It involves the use of the background knowledge of
the language to transfer the writien symbols inie intelligible information. It also involves making
sense of what is read by putting the information in order, identifying the relevant information that
is necded and understanding the implications of the written passage. It also involves connecting
the written information to the pictures or diagrams presented with them.

The third phase of the process of comprehension is using the information that is gained
through reading. In this phase we connect the information gained to the purpose. We use this
information in many ways, for example, we use them to form a background knowledge of a
certain subject. Using information is very important because if the information is not used it
becomes of no value.

The reader must have certain background knowledge of the fanguage that he reads
about. The reader must know the written symbols of the language, how they are used to form
words, what are the meaning of the words, how the words are used to form sentences, what type

of sentences is used, how they are combined to form a passage and how the passage is orgnaised.
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On the political level, the English monarchy was constitutional that is the parliament
had great influsnce on the political life. The English parliament was composed'of the nobility
aad the naddle class merchants who coniributed to the political life of England By conirast the
French monahy was dbsolite, that is the parliment did not bave auy influence on the political
Efz. Moreover the parliament was composed only of the clergy and the nobility. The middle
class did net have any political representation and they did nct have any influence on the political
life. '

Although ail the previous conditions affected the two revolutions, the direct causes for
them yezre different. While in England the direct cause of the revoluiion was political, in France
the direct cause was both social and economic. In England the king wanted 1o have an absoluie
power, so the parliament organised an ordered movement to ovérthrow him and maintain the
constituional monarchy. Yet in France people starved as there was not enough food beczuse of
the bad harvest, and in the same time, the king tried to collect more taxes out of them. When
they oconld not pay they revelied in an disordered way.

Both of the revolutions expressed the peoples dissatisfaction. But of course the English
revolution was better because it was organised and not many people were killed, while the French

revolution was not organised and thonsands of people were killed.
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APPENDIX 2

.- Comparison/Contrast

o i
S et Ty Com.rast bativéen the Freiich Revoluhon and the Glunous
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" pedple who ‘iake thati” fezause the'}r are the dutcore of | the condmons I thls es;ay'Isa?n :gdmc"

1o contrast between Lhe}-’rench Revolution anid the Glorious Revolutxon. as well as the conditions
which led to their occurrences.

The Glorious rcvolul.iug in England was 2 bloodless revolution, in which o radical
killings occurred. Consequently, the society remained rather stable and anarchy did not spread.
On the contrary the French Revolution was a bloodv revolulion, in which radical killings
ocourred all over France. Consequenily anarchy spread through out France. These two
revolutions are verv different, because the pohr.u:a.l econom.tc and social backgrcunds of each one
of them are different.

On the social level the English society was very special, because of the Reformation of
the English church which deprived the ¢lergy from both power and wealth. The English middle
class merchants enjoyed weaith and had political representation in {he parliament. By contrast,
there was no reformation in France, 5o the clergy maintained both power and wealth. The French
middle class people had money, but they were deprived of any political representation.

On the econeic tevel, (he English monarchy supported trade and industry, The middle

class merchants gained much wealth and (he economic state of England flourished . On the

contrarv, (he French monarchy did not encourage neither trade nor industry, The nobility

contempted the middle class merchanis and the economy of France declined, people sufleced the

lack of food and the larse taxes collected by the king.
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* In the very carly morning, Iwas dressed ready for getting home. I cannot bear such a
dry fragmentary life any longer. I tried to politely advise my grandchild but as I expected she
turned 2 deaf ear to me. Solgot into the car to get home. The moment the car gets rid_of the
city 1 was relieved and I thought ... perhaps my poor grandchild and her generation cannot
totally be accused. Nobody is bad by nature. The concrete life they lead murdered their
emotions, They are not as lucky as e were. They breathe polluted air. They are injected by
polluted ideas, Their quick life symbolised in their pizza and hamburger and even their music
prevents them having 2 sense of beauty or feeling the grandeur of the past. They say that she
learns sciences called physics and chemistry. I missed such an experience. They say these
sciences make the brain really active and- brilliant. But still she misses being taught the most
vital thing of all .... to be a girl to have a feminine identity ... to be herself.
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Grandchild spends her spare time watching action movies... movies of blood and
battle. Perhaps she means to kil the remains.of a romantic ledy ipsids herself. She
listens to gwful noise similar to mads and claims jt to be music ... Jazz music ...
Then the posters of the famous beaters or players of that noise are hung on the
walls of her match-box room where she spends almost all her time.

I used to practise mry hobby at noon as well I used to play pisno and let the soft
sweet melodies hug and dance in the house Jo fill it with love sud peace, As for my
spare timme, I used to generously pay it reading sentimental novels, TV sets had no
- existance & that time, So I had the joy of imagination. I think mry spirit was fed with
beanty. The was reflected in my room My room was beautifully furnitured, filled
with landscape pictures drewn by my hands. The hanmony of its colowrs could
make anry commer feel comfort and familianity.

About 9 o'clock 1 went to the dinning room expecting all the farmly to be there
but I found no one. I was told the father gets his dinner at work as he he usually
gets home very late, The girl was still out. Up till now ? 1 aaked. The answer was
another shot of swrprise. They were infonmed on the phone that she was going to
dine with her fianc&%. I went to bed. Late at night I was awoke by loud voices. I
went to the reception from weher the storm of quarreling came. My polite
grandchild was srguing with her father using her hands in 8 mde way. She was like
& soldier in 2 battle.

I went to bed again intending that night to be the last one,

I remembered dinner at dad's home which had its special ntual,

Al the family had to be dressed up and gathered at 9 pm. After dad finished we
were allowed to have a small talk together, during which I used to play the piano,
while the stove giving warmth to the home. I'had never daved asking even to call my
fiancée and I used to shrank when dad looking in my face with unhappy eyes. It
was not just a matter of fear of his punishment but he was too grest and respectable

n our eyes to be disobeyed. .



APPENDIX 1

Narraton /Description
I am an old lady, quite old lady... Do not ask about my age as it is not nige or else, 1 no

longer know what that young generation considers gice. I live alone at my villa in the country

For so many years I have not been in the citv, until I have visited my only daughter and
grandchild I am really shocked. How have girls turned out to be the extreme opposite to what
they used to be in the past? to my generation for example My grandchild is quite different

whether in manners, behaviours , and even appeamance.

In the morning I have had my frst look at my dear grandchild From top to toe you can
bardly distinguish between her and a bov. She has her hair shorily cut. She is always in a tight

blue jeans and a loose cotton T. shirt even her socks are manlike ones and she always wears a
Coochi shoe. Her hands with such a huge painted watch and short unpainted nails are similar to
a man's hands. Icould not believe my eyes when I saw her.

Then I remembered mysell. I used to be dressed up even at home. I had 2 long heavy
shiny_and sparkling hair when 1 was in her age. Iused to pay full attention to every single part of
mine and care about its beauty. [ almost had nothing to do but that, to polish my pails and paint
them or to comb my long hair, Every thing had had its time.. Tt was a life of humans pot
machines.

Al noon my grandchild 'is at home to have a quick bath before going to the club. She
prefers practising her hobby in that time. Then, as quick and as rush as the storm she gets her
Innch.  She eats usuaily a strange mixture of so many things called pizza. Even the 1aste of food
is lost nowadays. She eats standing and going around the room as my old cooker when he stole
the food trying not to show as. When I asked innocently about that hobby they said, 'Jude’, Do
you belicve !1 A young lady in a training suit hurrying for judo exercises. God!! Furthermore, my
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5- There should be less reliance on the dictionarv with more exposure 0 vocabulary in Lhe four
6- A process approach to writing is recommended for both writing expressively and writing
acadeuuc sub_;ect specxﬁc essays. :
| 'I'l:us approach | pays .atlentxon to Lhc dweIOpmem of any type of wTiting expresswe ar amdemlc |
(see Raimes 1987) and Kroll (1991) '

7- Cross. generic writing is recommended for wntmg 10 learn and learning fo wnteasshown

ab_ove_._- : : S
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academ:c cu]ture Owr students were very interested and pleased to' wite on subjects connected
with their Shakespmre and Graeco-Roman civilisation syllabuses, and more studenls handed in

ﬁntten work than with other wpu:s

Thc pemstent call for more vocabulaq* teaching in language and writing classes and the
mmstence on !he correct word choice may have reasons other than language proﬁmenr:y
Students main conce.m i5 usually to dowellin exams. As we have mentioned before they are
cva_,uaied through their wnt‘u:n vmrk. Yet most if not all subject teachers donmseel.hw

students wmlén' work excepl in an exam ans“er Students thiemselves believe that they need
more readmé than wntmg slﬂlls as Ihey use wnung only 10% of all their time spent in academic
G5 s vafed U

tasks (Lelﬂ & Ca:son 1994 32) In exams speed in wnung and ﬁndmg the correct word and/or

ull i.p_a_._, : LS PR B - Al 2 Gt

mnrphosynmmc mle is wtal for students. In mu]uple choice n-pe questions a subilé d:ﬂ'erence

e TAgL L D vulu VT - el
0 %wo words may be the dlﬂ‘crence between a wrong or correct answer. In short answeni
e ST L5807 r T AL
and short essay type quesuons ﬁndml_g 1he specxﬁc word thal conveys & concept or ' meaning is
n b

ML VPO ) | B ot 1 T
1mportangJ:n terms of eorrectness zmd ume. Pamphrases and circumlocutions are not only less
oS o | PR e Lat oV '

accurate but are ume cnnsu:mng As a result studems always lose a great deal of marks on
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summary and nol_e takmg type quesu:ms than perhaps on’ long essay type quesuons where

e i e TG0

students, havemorc ume and contrul aver the language they use.
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l-e Itis rwomgnendeq mart thg wrmng course 2 should be four instead of two hours a week. Two of
wer 5o Al Pe vaod e . Julig e Jopd!

these shou]d be usnd for wnl.mg m a seeaﬁc subjecl with all that it involves, i.e. it should be
e d."l.- sed B . i YT

readmg-basad _wnmxg _“rhxch leaches how to smnm::u?se ¢ic. and 1o use the particular rhetorical

SarHE S 1Y ! i

skglls agd task urganagemem skxlls The other two should be used for a general WTIling course in

which srudems Icam how to write.,
2- The 3teota o 2 L Ve Y QOB T Yl :
%- 'g'here should be a la:ge vombu'lary component w h:ch Is contexi-based in the writing course.
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3- Slgudenls should be e'cposcd to a great dea] of authenuc reading texis and hstenmg lexts in
0"‘“ C"u"..‘ 0 [ FLES
qrder for !hem fo gct acquamt?d mth namral spokcn mforma] discoursc and written discourse.
4- Mo I L \ T L
4- ?More cha]lenglng as w el as morc seriolts lOplCS should be included in the wriling classcs as
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well as topics related to studenls 'd.lSClpllnCS
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use with each discourse-genre. The narrative essay will encourage students to take the risk and
experiment with idioms and metaphor ie. the use of instantial relations of lexical items in a
specific text, which in turn encourages the use and understanding and development of ron-cors
vocabulary—certainly a requirement in an English Department. There is no doubt that this will
lea& u; 'l.:‘ing-u:'a-ge pfoﬁcienq in general. o

The students' desire for more stress on language skills in the writing class is very
understandable considering the fact that in a specialist English department fluency and accuracy
in the foreign language is as important as the content of the specialist subjects. Yet there seems
to be another feason for their insistence on grammar and vocabulary training especially their
insistence on correct word choice. Silva (1993: 662) tells us that research findings show that
second language writers spend a great deal of time consulting a dictionary and exhibit more
concern and difficulty with vocabulary. Advanced students are slowed down by Lhe search for the
correct grammatical rule or Lhe explicit word necessary for expressing what they are thinking and
usually have to use a substitute word which does not exacily fit their thoughts or what they want
to convey while (hey are writing. In certain disciplines finding the exact word and using it may
be crucial. Leki & Carson (1994: 92) interpret (tus interest in langnage skills as in interest in
acquiring efficiency as well as reducing their worklozad and work time, which is very reasonable.
The stress in this paper on using vocabulary as an organising principle in discourse an important
factor in the coherence of a text is thus justified.
Al-Makhzoumy and Al-Shorafat (1993) found that the most serious problem facing Arab students
where written work is concerned was psychological concerned with lack of confidence and fear of
making mistakes and other:negative attitudes causing inability to write clearly and coberently im
different discowrse-genres and. for a specific discourse community. Perhaps writing on subjects
related to Lheir.disciplines and courses, or to material that they will use, will be of more benefit as
they provide more intellectually stimulating and demanding subject matter and more sophisticate
vocabulary at university level. Again there nonacademic writing should focus on topics other
than the tradittonal Education in your Country’ or “Your favourite Book'. Challenging topics and
students’ success in handling them will build real confidence in writing. Non-challenging topics

do not require knowledge transformation and do not help students participate in university
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their specialisation The writing teacher could use the topic related to the reading material in
his/ber writing class in a variety of different ways. Where the specialist teacher will ask for an
assignment, say, or "The Grammar of Words', the reading teacher may assign a reading text
regarding the constraints on the combinability of words involving syntactic and collocational
constraints. He/she will read the text with students and, as well as exercises involving reading.
strategies he/she will also do others on note-taking and/or summarising relevant information.
The skills teacher may practice how to gather material appropriate for the topic, and reference it.
The writing teacher will concentrate on different types of writing. One will involve the special
discourse-genre involved in presenting such a topic (a report or a recount) and the structure and
subject-core vocabulary in such a genn;.; the other will involve an informal explapation and
exemplification of how some words in the language operate and how they combine and what are
the possible combinations and examples of impossible and probable combinations in English and
Arabic. The third type may be a narrative type essay with an element of comparison/contrast
involved which gives the expressivity of students a chance to show itself and the chance for them
10 use non-core as oppased to core and subject-core vocabulary. The essay may be imaginary
concerning words personified as people some of whom meet and become deeply attached to each
other and marry and stick together for life (fixed expressions). QOthers, as in common humnan
situations met, are very clnse to. each other, bui are forced (o be with other words as well (the
more core a word the more it will contract partnerships with other words). Others are very
restricted in their relationships and do not mix well at all except with few words, Of course there
are reasons for the ‘characteristcs' of these ‘wordpeople’ that make them act and react in such
ways just as in human situations. This cross generic writing helps students learn how to write a
reparl for a particular audience in the acimal context of the disciplihe of linguistics as well as
develops lexis of the three types: core, subjectcore and non-core. It encourages writing in a
discourse-genre specific to a subject as well as expressive free writing. Tt maintains a balance
between writing to learn and learming to write. Students learn about their particular subject as
well as how to read, surnmarise and choose information relevant to their topic. They learn about
the different rhetorical genres and when and for what cach is used and cousequendy, the different

type of vocabulary (simple informal as opposed to formial specialised sophisticated vocabulary) to
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2- subject teachers and writing teachers live in separate worlds teaching the same sets of students
but each concerned only with what he teaches and not realising the need for cooperation between
them in the benefit of their own and their students’ interests. It must be stressed that both subject
and writing teachers should realise that writing courses exist in order to teach and improve
student writin g for the purpose of not only learning how to write but also how to use writing
effectively in other courses of their sub-disciplines which require explanation, discussion and
evaluation of material through writing. If this is made clear to students as an important goal of
the writing course then they will learn to use writing as a tool for leaming their discipline
material, ] am also tempted to say that this should be made crystal clear to writing and all special
subject teachers,

Our students’ preoccupation with the individual preferences of teachers where assignments are
concerned bring us to other task management strategies where writing is involved These are
strategies of reading, summarising, note-taking, using quotes and synthesising for the purpose of
writing course assignments, and also library skills and research skills. Those skills are never
taught in the writing or essay classes. It is true that reading is generally followed by some
summarising and note-taking exercises but actual serious note-taking and summarising skills are
lefi to the discretion of the reading teacher. Under the new regulations which became effective in
the academic year 1992/1993, their are language courses entitled Wriling (second term),

Language: reference skills (first term) Reading: varieties_of text, (first term) in the third and
fourth years in the Language and Translation Section, In the Literature Section in the third and
fourth years the language component is made up of an ESSAY component (writing} and a
READING component. Great vse could be made of these courses in both sections to imprave
students’ management of source and research skills as well as reading and writing but only if the
teachers of these courses and the subject specialists work in complete harmony and cooperation.

In the reference skills course, in addition o skills of referring to specialised dictionaries for

different purposes of (ranslation and language, library and research skills, as well as how to use
guotes, how 1o summarise information in readings, how to synthesise collected material and
relate it to a given topic and how to take noles from readings could be taught. The reading

material used could be one of the varieties of texis used in the reading course which relates to
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readers expect essays to be .organised deductively from general to particular (Hinds, 1990: 98).
The inference-based rhetorical form preferred in English places the burden chiefly on the writer
to achieve coherence in a text and to make transitional slatements. If the students are traived to
do that, as well as to use vocabulary to organise discourse, their subject specific as well as general
essays would be much more coherent than they appear at preseni. Research findings are
important as they point to the lacks in writing programmes and the needs of students . It is also
worthwhile 1o Iook at what students themselves think they need in a writing course.

In informal talks, and in response to open ended questions our department students, in the four
ycara:, during the academic year 1993/1994,... expressed a wish for training particularly focused
on vocabulary and grammar. As well, they felt that they needed to know how to organise oontém
(which they all claimed they knew well) and express it clearly in writing so that the lecturer may
understand what they have written . This they saw as a need parucularly wbere their special sub-
disciplines were concerned though many also wanted rhetorical skill training for their expressive
essays. Organisation, transitions, cobcrencc,. introductions and conclusions, therefore, all seemed
important to them, although they could not put this very clearly in those same words. Our
students thought that the writing skills or the actual task management skills they got in their
Wriling  classes were most helpful in their contem course wriling tasks, but they thought that
they did not .get enough training in.managing text (planning. outlining, drafting, revising, and
proof reading) in the short two-hour course per week in Writing. They wanted at Jeast a four
hour ¢ourse, as well as meetings outside class with young demonstralors who are about to
specialise in writing (and therefore know a great deal about it} twice a week, to discuss issues in
the areas of rhetorical skill, language proficiency and task management strategics, especially
those dealing with what they had done wrong in their written papers, whether these are special
subject papers or general cssays. In fact, our students are calling for feedback of the nght kind
so that they can get help during the wriling process and before they are evaluated on the different
courses of their disciplines and sub-disciplines.

Two more important peints are worlhy of nolice:
1- our students do not know what is involved in the writing process and what skills are required

of them in a writing class;
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2- Students need to learn how to write in Lhe relevant genres of their academic di;cij;linas anr.i
use subject-core vocabulary. _ _ ..

3- There is better use of writing in highly structured djsmu:sc-gén:es like oompa:ison{ c_onqa_si
helped by the use of subjectcore vocabulary for specific ields. L
4- The more technical the field the better the use of vocabulary in student wntlen pmducuon
usmgsubject-corevocabulary T
5- Subject-core \ocabulaw is by 1o means conﬁned to spemﬁc ﬁelds hke chermsn} olr bxology
for instance. Onecan stretch the term to mean vocabulary parucular toa certain IClpl(r:f .“53 1.f the
topic is not ﬁeld, spmﬁc Vocabulary particular toa topic helps conm’hute to text coherence .
6_: The more genera] the lOplC and Lhc less ti ghtl; orgamsed Lhe d.'lS-COll]’SC genre Lhe More

P S

RN My
‘erToneous’ paraph:ams that does not add to information i found i'I’lns pm?l Fead_r:b ﬁlmggr p{ogf
4043 - I._h_r-!i L ”a . Lhd r\L-\ -
through quanumuve expenment In the data lhese CITOIS Were not found in the subjecl-spagiﬁc
R LT Lng?
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there is a link between using reiteration using synonyms and the idea of re-entering topic words
or key words into the discourse at a later stage. brioging the topic back into focus by
foregrounding these words. In the text in appendix 3 the words process of comprehension are
used in the first paragraph, the begmmng of the third, the begmmng of the fifth and the
' beginning of the eighth and concludmg pa:agraph This brings back the topic into focus; it also
parallels grammatical topicalisation in theme-rheme. In terms of discourse segments, it is used at
the beginning or introduction section, in the main section where discussion of its different phases
are concerned and in the concluding segmént. In 2ppendix 4 (description ) the key word for the
topic is. living room. This is mentiéned in thé first line and in the last line of the text  Another
key word furniture i only mentionied once in the second line of the text. Awarenessis lacking of
lexical éirategies of topicali;'satjbn and teachers should provide the lexical equipment to enable
learnérs to create writlen texts.
¥ Whel'e rheforical strategies are concerned there is alse macro-level frontplacing. Topic
senteénces usually tell us what 4 paragraph is about. This may be an oversimplification.
However, opne: cam use the concept to teach ma-:mleve.l organisation of rhetorical genres,
especially loosely structured ones like description which scem'l'o g’i{'e trouble even to advanced
students. ' ' | | |
FINDINGS ' A
Following Ferris' recommendation (1994: 414 fo adopt an approach to written discourse which
considers writers' rhetorical and lexical chéices, this study considered and analysed the lexical
choices in students’ compositions when using description, comparison/contrast and narration as
discoufse-g'cnr‘e's. Following are the ﬁndings. It must be remembered that the study is not
quantiative” and that it rémains for future quantitative research to substantiate the findings. It
must beé remembered that The smd) is not quantitative and thal it remains for future qhantitative
research to substantiate these ﬁndmgs using collected data fromalargcr population from the

R T I PO

e AR ok

_\anous Enpglish departments across the country.’
1- Core, non-core and subject-corc vocahulary are all necessary for developing vocabulary for

F

writing in the different genres.

85



The patfem shown for description is certainly not well structured. The notion of givenness or
recoverability of information is not present except in R2i which is the item sofa around which the
description is based. It is the focus in relation to which all other articles of furniture are located
in space. In terms of vocabulary use we have in the expository text the word comprehension
“referred o s it in the following two sentences ie. synomymous expressicn.  We have
comprehension referred to as understandipg in rheme position and referred to again by the verb
understand in rheme position. Vocabnlary reinforces the theme whether in theme or rheme
position, In the description text we have repetition of room and sofa in theme position and
rheme position respectively. The vocabulary in the following sentences changes and is a list of
other furniture items. In the expository text, the word comprehension is constantly repeated as a
key word and the different phases of comprehension are presented. Key vocabulary is-also found

in reader, attitude of the reader, purpose of the reader etc. in thematic position. The wording is

ideotical most of the time. In appendix 4 we feel that the description is flat because the student
does not place adverbial in a different position by fronting them. He gives equal weight to all the
elements of the message. They all start in the same way .e.g. a side table is located.. , a coffee

table is found in front of A classical picture is hung, 2 tiny doll is found... The staging strategies
used by the studenf are not successful. He has not considered audience orientation. The learner

might be trapped in these vnnatural patterns because of lack of grammatical rescurces or lack of
confidence in the use L2, Advanced learners should be able to orient their audiences and create
topic frameworks for their writing,

In topical structure analysis which is used to assess the overall coherence topic (main idea of the
whole text) and relationship. of topical subjects to one another are diagrammed to show the
progression of topics. Research found that weaker writers use an excess of sequential progression
with more subtopics to the number of sentences used. Texts of weaker wrilers had the topical
subject only at the beginning of the sentence (Ferris, 1992). In looking at the diagram of the
description text we see the number of subtopics arising from ihe theme that are present but are
not picked up and continued.

In choosing vocabulary in texts there are no guidelines as to why a writer should choose (o repeat

a word identically or choose a synonym for reiteration. Some researchers have suggested that
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a guilty look she,.. etc. The implications of these different structural options for the creation of
text are important for the discourse analyst and the writing teacher. Apart from variation in the
sense that we are given the chance to focus on certain elements as writers, they also give the
vm'tér the chance to decide how to present his information. If it is badly presented it can detract
from coherence. This coherence is found in different theme-rheme relations in texts and in the
vocabulary that is used in the theme of an utterance. Danes (1970) identifies the theme fan
utterance by reference to 1- Identical wording. This involves in thematic position the occurrence
of 2 lexical item, group or phrase from the preceding context in identical form. 2- Synonymous
expression; this is the occurrence in thematic position of an element which communicates
information which is similar in meaning to an expression in the preceding context. 3- Semantic
Inference: this is the relation of information in previous utterances with those in thematic
position by means of direct association or contrasts. 4- Paraphrase: this involves all or part of the
information in the previous context as theme either by use of a single item or group of iterns,
This last we have seen in operation when-we examined discourse organising words in larger text
patterns and text segments.

In our data we find that in terms of theme-rheme organisation, expository informative

type texts have the following in the introductory section (Text In Appendices 3 & 4)

Ti.....Rl Expository Text, (Appendix 3)
T2....R2
T3.....R3

If we compare this to the opening paragraph of one of the descriptive essays we find the

following:

Rii}  Descriptive Text (Appendix 4)
T2 _.R2= (Rl2i = R2ii)
T3.---R3={R2i = R3i)
Ti_ ___.Ri= (R%i = RuY)
T5. - ..R5= (Rlli:.-; R3i)
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organisation. Collection is merely a grouping of concepts or ideas by association. Description is
a specific kind of grouping by assoctation in which one element of the association is subordinate
to the topic. By presenting a particular attribute, setting, or specification, the description gives

‘more information about the topic. comparison/contrast is_organised on the basis of opposing.

viewpoints, either alternative views or opposing vicws. It is more highly organised.

In schema-theory, formal schema related to text organisation should act as a guide or ar outline
for the writer to follow when producing text in every discourse-genre. Carrell says the group of
Arabic speakers that were part of her experiment were different to the Spanish and Oriental
groups in that with the latter two, recall of information from highly organised texts was better
than from the more loosely organised ones. With the Arabs, the less organised the text, the more
information they recalled. She concludes this may be due to the preferred rhetorical pattern of
coordinate parallelism typical of Arabic. This however requires forther investigation. On the
other hand the formal schema may not be present at all. Contrastive rhetorical studies may be of
use in this area. What we can do is help the leamner become aware of larger text organisation
through the vocabulary in discourse that realises this larger organisation. In this context he will
learn 1o write, It is worth pointing out here that the discourse-genres that are related to the
sciences and to the social sciences have organisatipnal patterns that are more highly structured
{problem/solution, cause-effect, comparison/contrast) than those for the humanities (description,
narration). As can be seen from the appendices (appendix 1: descriplion-rarration, appendix 2:
comparjson/contrast, appendix 3: expository informative and appendix 4: descriplion of place)
ouwr studenis could manage better the highly structured organised discourse-genres using

organisational vocabulary,

THEME AND RHEME

Organising information is a conscious and systematic activity involving the writer in

constantly making choices regarding what he makes his point of departure al particular sections
and peinisin text. We have said above while locking at larger patterns that comparison/contrast
essays were better organised by students than descriptive cssays. One of the reasons for this was
lack of variety of sentence combination using fronting dev’ices of adjectives e.g. 'Hot and

exhausted_she..,. adverbs, e.g. 'Carefully, he opened the door..... prepositional phrases, e.g. 'With
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we have an evaluation part which contains words like succeeded to, overcome ...... Certain

vocabulary items cluster round certain pans of the larger patterns of text Teaching vocabulary
items that cluster around each segment of a large text pattern such as problem/solution or
comparison/contrast will help students to recognise patterns and to ‘organise their-writing-
accordingly in the different genres.

The mater however is not as simple as it sounds. 11 is rue that once conscious of a larger textual
pattern the learner can be brought to an awareness of the rich vein of vocabulary that he can use
to realise it. However, some rhetorical genres have no set patterns. Description is one of themn,
Hatch (1992: 175) says that description has no set template. Components could be described for
certain types of description. In describing a room, we may focus on the furniture and objects in
the room. On the other band, we may focus not on space but on our feelings about rooms and
about the people who live there. we might slart at the door and work our way through a room.
The important thing is not to give a list of the things in the room only. Description is not
cataloguing. Because of this difficulty, the students’descriptions of place were mostly lists of
badly presented items of furniture. They did not make the reader hear, smell or feel what they
were describing, The vocabulary was rot vivid and the details were not arranged in an easy to
follow order. They did use connecting words in the main tex1 section such as ‘in the middle.of
the room, on the right behind the sofa etc.’ but there was no variety in combining sentences with
adjectives and prepositional phrases e.g. Leaving the room, you turn [eft towards the kitchen,
Also, there were no words of conclusion. In fact in many plage descriptions there was no
conclusion at all (see appendix 4). This was not so in the description of persons. Words that
organised introductions were present; e.g.  'Each person has his or her own characteristics.

Words that described the person were in the main text section; ¢.g. clever, respectable, happy-go-

lucky, cheerful . good choice of clothes etc. Again concluding organisers were present; e.g.

'Such_a characier is practical, one who knows whai to sav, what 1o wear at the right time in the

right place, The words here, used in the different parts of the text, reinforce the descriptive
pattern of the longer text in which various characteristics are described. However the pattern is
not as tighty kmit as that of the comparison/contrast. Carreil (1984) mentions that of the five

types of expository organisations she examined, description and collection represent the loosest
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comparative essays, narratives expository informative types etc. In most texts there shonld be a
readily identifiable overall organisational plan. In npamratives for example we have a

chronological order according to time. In comparson/contrast we are told that the order vsed is
that of least imporiant to more important A balance must be kept and each detail should have a
corresponding one compared Or contrasted. Weare everi given types of internal organisation e.g.

ldeaA  Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3

Idea B Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3
and

Detail 1 Idea A Idea B

Detail 2 Idea ] Idea 2

Detail 3 Idea 1 Idea 2

Any single paragraph has one main idea with other ideas giving supporting detail. Ideas are
organised in the order preferred by the genre. This is done by arranging supporting details
logically in smaller and then larger textual pattemns. A clear topic sentence and a suitable
conclusion as well as transidonal words to help connecl details logically and key words of the
topic (topic reminders) all enhance coherence. What detail and when to.include it are also
important for coherence and unity. Where organising vocabulary is concerned key words and
transitional words are imporiant for rhetorical organisation, Discourse organisers contribute to
our awareness as to what patiern is being realised. In the data we have examples of these wards.
(See Appendix 2). ’'Inthis essay 1 will contrast between the Glorious Revolution an the French

Revolulion. the two revolutions are different_on the political, economic and social level’. While
these organising words tell us that a comparison/contrast type organisation is going to be
followed we also note that they occur in the opening parts of the discourse. In the main text
transitions such as different from, in contrast, conversely show the details being contrasted.
Contrast is also shown through key words and cerlain grammatical constructions: e.g. While the

Glorious revolution was bloodless, the French Revolution was bloody. Then follow the specific
characteristics of the two revolutions. The concluding section includes vocabulary such as Both

revolutions expressed dissatisfaction with ... the Gloricus revolution was better decause ...... Here
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may present weaker essays than his colleague who has awareness of these words, Such .
vocabulary is readily found in guthentic non-narrative texts but in my opinion using the students’
own essays iS good material. In the data examined we found the following: Revolutions are
something which people make when they become dissatisfied with their conditions. In this essay I

will contrast between two revolntbons as well ‘as the conditions ........... The‘conditions are
political, social and ecomomic .......... The politcal .....' . We can see bere how the word

conditions predicts what is to come. In the next segment of text, the conditions are specified as
political, social etc., and in the following segments of text each condition is discussed separately.
Condition here is therefore an organising word that points to the text structure that is to follow .
Awareness of this function of vocabulary in discourse structure could teach organisation of
written material.

With regards to specific discourse-genres, these words were found in comparison/ contrast essays
more than in description. They even appeared in narration, which is Jeas tightly organised. In.
one of the essays where a former ballet dancer is watching a ballet performance and imagines. she
is on stage we get: 'This illusion was no more. The lights had come on. The vicarious dance
had ended: Here jllusion refers back to the part of the (ext where the dance was described. In

another essay we get ' In the kitchen the scene is different’ . We are then shown what the scene is

in the following segment of text.. In one of the dé:scriptions we have 'Assessment of appearances.
is difficult’. We then have different parts of the text showing how assessment is made. The point
is, students use these orpanising words in their essays. I{ we point them out in discussion of their
work, we teach them in conilext, the relevant genre and within organisation of 2 written essay
framework and they learn how words build up expectations concerning the shape of the discourse

and help rhetorical organisation.

ORGANISING LARGER TEXT PATTERNS

So far we have been considering vocabulary in students' essays thal points to segments of
text. Some of the discourse organising words we have looked at give indications of larger text
patterns and build up expectations about the organisation of the whole discourse. Where

discourse genres are concerncd (hese organising words may signal descriptive essays,

79



where a student made incorrect use of a subject specific word. However along the continwum
between schematic and procedural words there are words like 'make’ 'use' 'do’ and 'have' in the
ute of which learners do make mistakes. We have in our data ‘they made a revolution' instead of
'had 3 revolution' (idiom) and ‘they have done a distincjon between medecine and m.ag]c ' instead
of ‘made a distinction." It is in these more core words that learners make mistakes of use. In fact
the more technical the field the casier it is to use the subject-core vocabulary e.g.
'mineraleorticoids' belongs to the field of endocrinology in medecine and is generally
monosemous not polysemous and cannot trap the leamner into making mistakes. In the
humanities and the social sciences however, some subject-core words are not extremely
specialised e.g. ancient Greece, edicts and laws, jurists, awareness of the self, mandate of God are
less specialised than Stoicism, polis, or grammar constraints and primary and modal awdliaries,
all of which are found in our data. Students of the humanities and social sciences may therefore

be more prone to error of different kinds,

DISCOURSE ORGANISING VOCABULARY

We cannot mention procedural vocabulary without considering its role in the
organisation of discourse. Traditionally words are divided into function words (closed systems )
and Jexical items (open sets}). There are a number of words in the lexicon that seem 1o share the
qualities of both the closed system and open set words. In discourse they do not identify the field
of discourse but they sometimes can tell us about tenor. They can identify the structure of the text
we are reading but tell us nothing of the subject matter e.g. This issue is going 10 be discussed
and the gutcome published. These words do a lot of lexical work but one has to seek elsewhere
in the text tolexicalise Lhem_ﬁjlly i.c. find out what the issue is and later on in the text what the
utcome is. Winter (1977, 1_978) calls these words' vocabulary 3 words', a subset of a more
general set of discourse organising words. Francis (1986) focuses on what sbe calls ‘anaphoric
nouns', i.e. nouns that occur to refer back to chunks of text. It might be worthwhile to point out

to students how these words operate predictively and retrospectively. This is important not only
for reading skills that rely on prediction but also for organising writing more coherentlly. A

learner who has a weak vocabulary of discourse orgnising words reflecting his intent as a writer
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On type occurs in the description and narration papers and the other in the subject specific papers
with a comparison/contrast format The first type is mentioned by Zughoul (1991: 54) under
‘errors in paraphrasing and circumlecution.' In our data we have My neighbour, the woman who
lives in the flat beside me...' and T am happy that is I am satisfied..' Zughoul rightly considers
this type of paraphrase errcneous as paraphrase of this type is not normally used in English In
the data this type seems to ocour only in expressive writing where the student is less in control of
his structure and lexis. There is room for experimentation here as one feels that topics have a
role to-play. The more general a topic the more this kind of paraphrase tends to occur. Zughoul's
topics were all of the. general type given in composition classes. He states them as follows; TV
programs, automobile accidents, a typical day, my house, tourism in Jordan ete, (ibid; 47). The
errors in our data oceur in genral descriptions and narration of experiences. In the essays on
linguistics, Greek and Roman civilisaton, and the Glorious and the French revolution, Macbeth
etc. i.e, subject specific areas these emors did not occur. Rather paraphrases used procedural
vocabulary to explain specific subject -core words: €.g. ‘the polis or independent city-state', 'the
commoners, adult male citizens..." 'the plebeians who were poor citizens who paid all the taxes'

and ‘the patricians who were the nobles and paid no taxes although they were rich.', 'the
civilisation it inherited was Graeco-Roman which is a blend of the two civilisations of the old

times', ‘the Glorious revolution, a bloodless revolution ' Others include 'Macbeth's flgws or his

natural weaknesses make him a tragic hero... and ' Linguistics is the scientific study of language.
By scientific we mean a linguist studies language in a systemnatic unbiased way'. Here we see that
key words in definitions are part of procedural vocabulary. This vocabulary provides the
writer/learner with the capacity to identify lexicalised vocabulary of a specific subject area such as
the word polis, and to talk about it in simple core vocabulary, This paraphrasing is not
erraneous.

Widdowson (1983: 92) calls subject-core vocabulary words ‘schematically bound words.' They
narrow the frame of reference for the writer/learner and identify the field for him. Polis or Tragic
hero will oceur in a narrow range of texts identifiable within the specific fields of Greek classical
heritage and literature respectively. Learmers seem to have less problems with subjeci-core

vocabulary than core or non-core vocabulary as is shown in gur data. There was no incidence
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RES VOCABULARY. PRQCED EXICAL YOCABULARY

SCHEMATICALLY BOUND WORDS
When considering whether all words arE of equal status or whethEr some words arE

more central to language use than others we are bound.to discuss core, subject-core-and-non=core *

aspects of vocabulary. Core words tend to be the most frequently recurring in a wide variety of

situations. Carter (1987: 53) offers examples saying that in a lexical set which contains the words

fat, obeseoverweight, plump and podgy, fat is the most frequently used word as it could be nsed
to define all the other words in the set but the oppostte is not the case. It {forms an immediate
antonym with thin while the antonym for podgy is less obvious. Overweight_is more clinical aﬁd
obese is clinical and carries negative evaluation. fat_also collocates more widely than the others
{e.g. a Dt wallet) and is more readily used metaphorically (e.g. a fat chance). Fat is polysemous
and can be used in different word-classes (eg. to fatten, fat for frying). It carries a heavy
workload and is therefore the most core. It is expected that core words are edsy to use and that
they present no problem to the student. However, in the data the following was found: People
believed that man's reason is the only avenue that leads to a good and active life'. Here, way is

the more core word to use as avenue is more restricted in range as part of the set way, road, path,
street, avenue etc. Path of course is also admissable but not street. Again 'debated in.their
country’s problems' is used instead of 'discussed their country's problems’, we also find ' I need to
reform my character and my defects' where a more core word would be ‘change my character',

The use of words that are more restricted in their range and less core is part of the expressivity of '

the writer but it does make the written style of an essay very awkward and stilted sometimes, It
stands wrong in the special-subject genres more than in descriptive and narrative essays where
expressivity is more tolerated.

Under procedural vocabulary we have words that are characteristically used to talk about
other words, to paraphrase them, to define them ard organise them in written communication.
Robinson (1988: 232) says that they are the maiu element in our interpretation and categorisation
of specific frames of reference. They are useful becuase they help us talk about specific words.
They categorise and organise features of meaning relative to other known entities. If we look at

our data and consider paraphrasing as well as the use of procedural vocabulary, we see two types.
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unforiumate errors did cccur. ‘God's tables' (literal message translation of mawa'ed al-Rahman’

and ‘the kitchen is at its peak® are only a few.,

INTRERPRETATION AND VOCABULARY IN TEXTS : e e

Maling sense of a text is an act of intrepretation that depcnds as much on what a reader
brings to a text as what the writer puts into it. Interpretation is a set of procedures that involves
mental activities that help a reader actively build the world of a text based on his or her
kmowledge of the world and how states z[nd events are manifested in it As the reader makes
coguitive links in the text he goes further than just noting semantic links (e.g. cohesive links in
the use of general words, hyponyms etc.) and recognizing textual patterns. He iscreating
coberence. The writer has to foresee difficulties readers experience in text processing and include
in his texi ways of making it easier for the reader o interpret the text. We are interested in how
L2 writers do this in their writien texts and what is the vocabulalry used to organise and signal
the relationships that textual segments enter into with one another thus making the text easier for
the reader to interpret their essays. The stress again is on the positive use of vocabaulary items
and not only on the errors that L2 writers make in written expression.

The approach to text interpretation that emphasises how larger patterns occur in text and how
textual segments enter into relations with one another depends on logical sequencing, (as in
cause-effect patiterns or problem-solution patterns ) and matching relations (as in comparison/
contrast texts). The signals as to how to interpret the text occur in various ways; some are
grammalical e.g. joining a2 subordinate clause to a main clause to show cause-cffect relaticns,
others are lexical i.e. using a lexical item to signal the same relation of cause and effect or even
using repetition whether lexical or grammatical.

Larger patterns of text are found in texts used in a variety of subject areas and contexts. The
patterns are culturally ingrained, thus perhaps employing different rhetorical patterns depending
on the language used. Variety of contexts use different types of vocabulary to which we will turn
first.

»
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1etaphor started earlier; and the effect created by exact repet.xtxon in 'they breath polluted air and
re injected by polluted ideas'.

The stress in the above analysis has been on the use of vocabulary in discourse, on the
ifferent roles it pla}s on giving coherence to a text esPemally through lexical cohesion,
ollocation and use of metaphor The idea is to bnng out the positive qualities of a learner's essay '
nd not only concentrate on individual lexical errors. It was shown that a learner uses repetition,
eiteration using synonyms, antonyms and hyponyms and collocation and metaphor. The use of
nstantial relations and modal lexical items signalling evaluation and irony in discourse were also
-ootributions to coherence of the text. That however, does not mean the errors are not present .
(he text is full of different kinds. The most important relates to formality and informality, i.¢. to
ignaling vocabulary and its relation to discourse. An example is the learner's use of the very
nformal 'dad’s home and 'dad looking at me .." insiead of the more appropriate 'my father’s

1ome’ and 'my father looking at me,’ in that text Other errors involve derivatives (cooker,

s00k), assumed synonymity (Stove, fireplace), coinage (mads), confusing of words (pay, spend )
spelling (dinning room) ete. These errors aze very irmitating. However in the context of learning
lo write, especially using a process approach with drafiing and redrafting, and in the context of
using vocabulary as essential to teaching writing in context, we can capitalise on all the positive
poinis first and then tackle the errors, whether grammiatical or lexical, at the later stages of
editing and proofreading. For ideas on editing and proofreading exercises to improve writing see
Kroll (1991}, Again in terms of writing to learn (sec Raimes: 1987) this is a way of learning a
language, its vocabulary and how it operates in real texis in order (o' gel a message across to a

reader.

It will be noticed here that the learner has used core and non-core vocabulary carrying
attitudinal and emotioual connotations. Subject core vocabulary is by no means only confined to
fields like biology or zoclogy. In another sense there isa vocabulary which is particular to a
topic and its use in a text can help cohesion and text coherence. In the essays on Ramadan
particularly, vocabulary that includes fast, keep the fast, break the fast, Iflar, call to prayer, sunset
tc dawn, glavef, amar-el-dine, dred fruits, shelled nuis, etc. contributed greatly to coherence.
Other fortunate creative metaphors included' they all demolished the food on the table'; but the
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common in L2 texts as the learners do not emcoun.r a word with sufficient frequency o
demarcate its range or narrow the item down to its more fix+! partnerships. |
The hobby of the grandchild is playing judo and when the ,-.ndchild is described as ‘romantic'

we see _the irony. This romantic grandchild watches ‘actior n ywies of blood and battles' killing
the_remains of aromantic lady inside herself. The girl is given ¢ attributes and habits.o a boy.
and only one attribute of a girl —romartic-at the same time. We are asked to adjust our usual

conceptualisations of how words are related to each other for the panicular purposes of this text.
The writer has disturbed our expectations as to how words are conveniionally used. The girl is
romantic and enjoys blood Here the focus is on the difference in mesning potential. These
relations between words are valid in the particular text only and are used to signal evaluation of a
siteation on the part of the writer. In other words these uses signal attitude, part of the register of
the text.

Discourse specific lexical relations are called instantial relations, Typical vocabulary is readjusted

in specific texts and its use is a sign of creative lexical usage, or as we have seen, as a devico for

evaluation or iromy. The text gives examples of creative lexical usage as well. In the next
paragraph we have ' [ used to play the piano and let the sweet sofi melodies hug and dance in the
heuse to fill it with love and peace.' Apart from the fact that the vocabulary is nop-core and the
writer experiments with metaphor in a creative fashion, the words are in direct opposition to the

‘awfir] moise' the grandchild listens to and ‘claims'’ 1o be music. Claims is a ‘modal, lexical item

carrying information about tenor in discourse. Modality is not only fundamenial in the creation
of text and its mcaning; it adds to coherence and understanding of the text. While we are
considering creativity, let us not forget the collecational relation between the words kill and
remains , words that belong to the set of deaib and murder and do not normaily collocate but are
used very effectively here. Again another instance of discourse specific ipstantial relation is seen
when the ‘polite grandchild' is ‘argning with her father in a loud voice and using her hands.'
Experimenting with voczbulary can teach students how to write effectively. We cannot ignore the
use of 'the car got rid of the city’ which shows Lhe old Iady's anxiety to get back to the countryside.

Again 'the life they lead murdered their emotions’ , continuation in the text of the killing
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We shall next consider how reiteration, repetition and collocation of certain vocabulary
items used in the students’ written texts tend to enhance or detract from {he text's coherence,
This is treated under lexical cohesion (or the cohesive effect achieved by the selection of

vocabulary.

LEXICAL COHESION
Reiteration means either restating an item in a later part of the text by repetition or by

reasserting its meaning by using synonyms, antonyms hyponyms etc. Collocation is a
relationship between words and other words that occur together. Writers make conscious choices
as to repetition or reiteration by synonymy or by using a superordinate term This gives the
writer the chance to express attitude, use words that express modality, and experiment with
discourse specific instantial relations. An examination of some lexical items in just one essay:
shows that most of these relations are used together in one place. The text in appendix I is
narrative-descriptive, written for an essay assignment in the writing class and is not subject
specific. We have in the first line clear repetition of the same word in It is not nice' and T no
longer know what the younger generation considers nice’. The villa is in the 'country’' and she
travels to the 'city’, words that repeat and reassert location, Then we have' young girls' 'different
and 'opposite’ to those of her gememtion in manners, behaviour and appearance a case here of
reiteration of synonyms.  All this is found in the first paragraph. Manners, behavigur and

appearance are superordinate general words the particularities of which come in the following
paragraphs. Where appearance is concerned we get "you can hardly distinguish between her and
a_boy' . We notice the word hardly which gives us important information about the stance and
attinde of the writer towards the appearance of her grandaughter. Non-core words that carry
modal meanings carry interpersonal rather than ideational meaning. Then we pget sets of
hyponyms which are related to appearance and this is where the writer employs antonymy an
synonymy as well as repetition. The examples are, 'hair shortly cut! (cut short) as opposed to
long hair', short unpainted nails' as opposed to "polish nails’ . Chances for using collocation and
for making errors occur. Hair is 'long, Pcavy (thick) shiny and sparkling black’. Thisisa

sollocational mismatch as hair does not collocate with sparkling. These mismaiches are very

e
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As for my spare time I used to pav it playing the piano (spend)
The stove gave warmth to the house (freplace)
They lead a concrete life. (hard? down to earth? materialistic?)

I1- Idiomaticity
eg He has a white face (fair compleﬁon)
She has soft long vellow hair (fair hair)
12- Verb + Preposition
e.g He was_concerned by all that happened (concerned about)
All the experience he passed by affected him (passed through)

Two other areas in our data are found. One deals with informality and formality of style and the
words attached to them: e.g. '
The kid said to him ..... (the child)
My dad was a fearsome man (father more appropriate in the context)
The aother deals with use of metaphor creatively but where the choice of collocational words is
wrong; e.g. [t clung its teeth into him. (Ambition dug its teeth into him).
Di ion
It is interesting to note that the errors that occurred in our data were mostly to do with assuihed
synonymity, collocations, idiomatically, fixed expressions and verbs preposition as well a< in the
areas of formality / informality. What interests us here is not how many times they occurred but
where they occurred. They mostly occurred in the essays thal were expressive, where the student
was experimenting with non-core vocabulary rather than specific snbject-core vocabulary, i.e. in
contexts where he is learning to write. These errors are pari of his interlanguage and he is till
struggling and hypothesising as regards their current use. Our learners have not had the luxury
of exposure to words over a Iong period of time in a rich variety of contexts.

The dissonances between a lexical item and its appropriate use can be stylistic, syntactic,
collocational and semantic-- a heavy load indeed in terms of learning the use of a word. As

writing teachers we must expect and understand the erronecus use of items in these areas,
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2- Verbosity (use of big sounding words)
e.g. Although both prophets Bacon and Descarles were different thinkers
Happiness pervaded my heart.
3-..  Confusion of Binary Terms (confusion of relational opposites) = _ SN
- e.g. He is of average length and size,
He had a tall rope. _ _
4- Influence of Ambic Style (Using oppositive synonyms joined by and )
e.g I want to speak and discuss with him
He is brilliant and clever
I was frightened and scared.
5- Similar Forms (choice of word similar graphetically or phonetically to what s
intended).
| e.g. Beside the sofa is aside table
Because of their self-conscience .........
On the window seater ..............
6- Analogy  (Coining new parts of speech along the lines of existing
paradigms)
e.g. She listens to awful noise similar to mads:

7- Derjvatives (influence from Arabic derivativeness)
e.L He acted as my old cooker when he stole the food. (cook)
8- Literal Translation (expression from Arabic on the literal level)
C.E He wants to buy the whole world and put it under my legs (at my feet).

9- Collocation
eg I had long heavy: shiny and sparkling hair (thick and shiny)
1 told him ] could deliver him home (take)
Macbeth committed the action.
10- Assumed synonymity

e.g, The crushed plebs arose in rebellion (undertrodden)

He saw him with a handbag (briefcase)
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Where content is concerncd, students cannot organise or present ideas logically and are weak at
expressing ideas that are relevant In the language subarea, vocabulary presents a more serious
problem than grammatical usage as smdents do not possess a reperioire of lexical items that

~w-~ ‘enables adequate -expression > "To'end; the resgarches fecommend that for improvemmeni to take

place concentration should be on the content and discourse level rather than on grammar.

Lastly, a study by Fares (1994) investigates the semantic lexical difficulties in the
written English of Egyptian EFL learners. A detailed analysis of 100 deviant errors chosen using
a stratified random sampling technique shows that errors tend to concentrate in 3 main areas:
phrase level expressions, synouyms and phrasal verb categories. Errors that tead to diminish at
advanced academic level are derivatives, phrasal verbs, parts of speech and idioms. Fossilised
errors at advanced level are synomyms, collocation and compound errors, Phrase level
expressions and verbosity errors increase with higher level of English proficiency.

Lexical ‘errors were also found in the sample of 30 compositions examined in our data.
To begin our data analysis we shall give a brief illustrated categorisation of these errors followed

by a brief discussion

ANALYSIS .- e
ERRO LEXT HOIC
While investigating our data a considerable number of lexical errors was found.

Categorising them according to Zughou! (1991) and /or Fares (1994) these errors fell neatly

under all of their categories. Examples are first given and discussion follows.

1- (5 te
These include the averuse of four particular lexical super ordinate terms good, bad, big. small,
Nice is added by us to this list, e.g. We were allowed after dinner a smatl talk.
He treats his family in a good way .

Ron Moss is 2 nice character,
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RECENT RESEARCH ON ARAB STUDENTS' USE OF LEXTS IN WRITING:

Khalil (‘1 989) uses as data 20 English one paragraph expository compositions written by
Arab freshmen students at Bethlehem University for a study on cobesion and coherence in
wiiting. The analysis of cohesion showed that the students overused reiteration of the same
lexical item as a cohesive device but underused other lexical and grammatical cohesive devices.
The evaluation of coberence showed that students failed to supply sufficient information about the
assigned topic and the subtopics, such as providing no backing and no specifics. Kharma (1989)
classified Arab EFL learners errors into two calegories: word formation and word meaning.
Word formation included errors in inflections, compounding and derivatives. Word meaning
included phrasal verbs, idioms, parts of speech, homonyms, antopyms and collocation,
confusibles, Ioan words, function words and prepositional phrases. This inclusion of the last two
categories as part of word meaning is dubious as these categories relate more to syntax and the
internal structure of the sentence,

Zughoul (1991) analyses guantitatively and qualitatively the lexical choices made by a
sample of Arabic speaking learmers at Jordan's Yarmouk University. A total of 691 lexically
deviant sentences are recorded and analysed, and categorised into 13 error types. The. results
show that the first language interference is a major variable in lexical choice. Interference takes
the form of assumed synonymity, derivativeness, literal translation and idiomaticity. Under
hiteral translation, Zughoul subsumes collocational errors where the leamer assumes that the
English word collocates in the same manner as its translation equivalent in Arabic.

Al-Makhzoumy and Al-Shorafat (1993) idemiify the most serious problems that.
secondary students in Jordan face and recommend procedures to improve students’ wriling ability
in Enghish. The problems are in the following areas and in their order of seriousness: 1-
psychological problems  2- stylistic problems 3- content problems 4- language problems  5-
evaluation problems 6- mechanics 7- time problems.

Psychological problems mean that writers have negative attitudes towards writing in English as
they lack motivation and are afraid of making errors. The stylistic subareas include inability to
write coherently and cohesively. Students do not write clearly as they have no audience

awareness and this makes them weak in presenting argumentation, narration, description etc,
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students have more difficulty and are more concerned with vocabulary; they do more revision,
which is usually focused on grarnmar, than their netive speaker peers . This concern and
precccupation with revision ties in with what Al-Makhzoumy & Al Shorafat (1993) have found to
be the mos! scrious of Arab studenis' problems, mainly the fear of making errors, which in torn
detracts from their motivation to write. Their Ly texts are less effective and receive lower holistic
scores than their Ly peers' "texts because they are shorter, with more accuracy errors (Kamel:
1989) more lexice-semantic errors, and more errors with verbs, prepositions, articles and nouns
(Benson et al, 1992). Where written text features are concerned they use fewer lexical des and
collocations (Mahmoud: 1983) and shorier and vaguer words (Reid; 1988). Their grammar and
moerphosyntactic features are characterised by more but shorter T-units (Kamel: 1989), fewer
subordinate and more coordinate conjunctions, fewer prepositions and prepositional phrases
(Reid: 1988) and more initial and fewer medial transitional devices.

Where discourse is concarned Atari (1983) ﬁnd; that Arabs more often precede their
topic sentences with a broad statement about general state of affairs and have fewer audience
adaptation units (Kamel: 1989) addressing the audience less often (Ouaouicha: 1986). They use
distinct organisational patterns and give drguments of equal weight, and are inclined to restate
their position rather than support their argumeni and develop their position (Mahmoud: 1983)
Mahmoud alsc reports less paragraphing, less rhetorical connectedness looser segmental structure
(inoduction-discussion-conclusion) and less explicit formal closure. Quaouicha (1986) makes
the paint that they use fewer claims and backings for their positions although they provide more
data.

The above comparative research was done in the West, mostly in the States on Arab
students studying in Amcrican universities Studies carried out recently in the Arab world take as
subjects students. and pupils studying in Arab schools and universities. The studies are not
comparative and show how Arab researchers views their students’ problems in the area of L2

writing, particularly where lexdis in written texts of students is concerned.
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distribution to the role of lexis and grammar and recognises more explicitly their necessary
interdependence and interaction in longer streiches of text (Carter, 1988; 162). Again, within
syslemic linguistic there has always been a tendency to view lexical and syntactic patterning as
distinct but inter-related levels of structure. This was apparent where studies in collocation and
colligation are ‘concerned. Mitchell (1971) says ‘lexical particularities derivé théir formal
meaning not only from contextual extension of a lexical kind but also from the generalized
grammatical patiern within which they appear.’ Thus lexis is very important in written discourse.

Recent Research into writing; comparing written native speakers' production with_second

Janguage learners' production. _ _
Recently, EFL. writing practitioners have been advised to adopt practices from L1,

writing. There is evidence that both L and L, writers employ in broad outline similar processes
such as recursive composing processes involving planning, writing and revising.to develop their
ideas and to find appropriate rhetorical and linguistic means to express themselves. However, a
closer look reveals salient differences especially in sub-processes of composing and in features of
wrilten text (Silva, 1993; 657),

Silva (ibid: 668) found (hat overall L- composing is more constrained, more difficult
and less effective than L composing. Ly writers-do less global and local planning, have difficulty
with setting goals and generating and organising material. Their transcribing is more laborious,
less fluent and less productive, reflecting a lack of lexical resources. Silva (ibid) also found that
L2 wrilers use less words, are less accurate and have more errors and lower holistic scores. Their
orientation of readers is less appropriate and acceptable than that of L) speakers. A full
bibliography of these research findings is found in  Silva (1993) who discusses fully the
implications of the studies and findings.

In the studies above, Arabic speaking leamners of English featured in 12 out of 41 studies
comparing native English speakers’ writing with L, writers, and 3 out of 27 studies comparing 11
and Ly studies of the same EFL subjects. Almost ali the studics were undertaken in the iast 10
years, with one third done in the last five years. It is interesting to note the special weaknesses of

Arab studenls . Where composing processes are concerned Krapels (1990} finds that Arab
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have also shown that there ¢an be no fluency without a solid vocsbulary base. Lexical errors a:

there fore more serious and more disruptive to meaning in discourse. That is why most Egyptia

and other learners find it difficult 10 convey their ideas in writing, From an applied perspectiv

the ability to write using correct lexis is a necessary requirement for all learners, those wh

require . English for academic purposes and others. Thirdly, underlying the renewed interest

the role of lexis in language learning and teaching there is a complementary shift in emphasis i

current theoretical descriptions of langnage structure.

TLexicase' (Starosta: 1987) and '"Word Grammar' (Hudson, 1984, 1986, 1990) (in Robinson: 1990
276) identify a large part of the grammar with, or in Hudson's case, entirely within the lexicon
Hudson's psycholinguistic work breaks with the frameworks of constituency based theories lik:
transformational grammar where the role of the lexicon is largely restricted to filling out
structural strings and where the lexical theory is part of the theory of grammar. He is in favour o
an all embracing theory of linguistic and non-linguistic structure based on 'frame theory' whict
takes the word as the optimum sized umnit necessary in his description.  He argues that the
structures of grammar aed other kinds of structures have the same formal properties. Recent
word-based grammars are therefore asserting themselves as a basis for descriptive frameworks.
Whereas previously language teaching and acquisition research have followed linguistic theory
and made a distinction between lexis and grammar, developing a structural competence which is
then filled out lexically thus delaying lexical acquisition, nowadays lexds is recciving greater
attention with respect to its facilitative role in developing structural knowledge. Widdowson
(1988) argues that 'the function of grammar depends on its being subservient {o lexis' and that we
should 'begin with words and show how they need to be grammatically modified to be

communicatively effective’ (ibid: 154). Aliwright et.al. comment that students in class follow 'a
natural process of grammar acquisition through the naiural process of inquiring about words'
(1986: 187). Fourthly in linguistic studies, interest has shified from the study of sounds and
structures to meaning, discourse, and speech acts, which all involve an adequate use of words.
To investigate and exploit discourse structure lexical cohesion is vital, The Halliday & Hasan
1976 model has been developed by Hasan (1984) and Halliday & Hasan (1985) to account more

systematically for the underlying cohercnce of a text. Here, Hasan assigns a more even
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WRITING AND THEORY
Ability to write well is not only integral to academic success but it is also necessary for

the demonstration of such achievement. It is through written assignmenis and/or some form of
writlen text (i.c. essay type exam questions, short answer qucsﬁoﬁs, research papers/ assignments
etc.) that we normally evaiuate students at the university level. It is also (hrough written
assignments that we evaluate the student's adaptation to university life, to university intellectual
and analytical ways of thought, and to his mpin subject of study and its sub<lisciplines.
Successful academic training is therefore related to university cultural adjustment.

Current theories in writing, particularly in ESP/EAP, consider ESL/EFL learning not
only the acquisition of language but also the socialisation in language in specific communify,
context or genre (Johns: 1991). This consideration of learning as a socialisation process is seen
in a similar change of focus in research on L1 composition. Composition research is moving
from an emphasis on cognition to an emphasis on the social construction of meaning (Conner, in
press). Writing is still considered 2 cognitive activity (Flower & Hayes, 1981); it is also
considered a situationally determired activity, a social activity. Writing behaviour being socially
structured, topics, rhetorical means and linguistic conventions echo previous literate practice as

well as the literate practices of discourse communities.

LEXIS AND THEORY

Owr choice of examining lexis in students’ written work is based on several reasons,
Firstly, lexis is an organising as well as a unifying element in text, signalling and showing
coherence which is a crucial element in the interpretation of discourse. Secondly, the leaming of
vicabulary. lies at the heart of language learning. The learner oriented approach has given rise to
investigation of learners' needs and the latter have sliown that lexical problems might be even
more important than those of synlax and phorology. Meara {1984) has found that Swedish
students’ errors in English Jie more in the lexical area than the grammatical, oumumbering thém
by three to one. He therefore believes that lexical errors are more serions, especially that learners
themsefves claim that lexis is their area of difficuity. Most Egyptian learners, at the advanced
level particularly, make the same ¢laim Communicative language teaching and its principles



make students aware of the expectations of academic discourse communities. That is no easy
matter. Johns (1993: 84) notes that although engineering specialists required their grant proposal
writers to lalk like “experienced engineering sesearchers” in their texts, prammatical perfection
was not required. Leki (1992: 103) indicates that non-English faculty members are able to
overlook errors made by foreign students, especially if they are local not global errors that
interfere with meaning. Janopoulos (1992) investigating faculty tolerance of error finds that
members of different faculties are more tolerant of non-native speakers' errors than mnative
speakers errors. This does not mean that specialist audiences are not irtitated by. errors: they can
overlook grammatical errors but not lack of maturity of thought and f rhetorical style (Lekd, ibid).
In our English depaniments we have a unique situation where audience expectations are
concerned.  The subject teachers and the language teachers expect correct gramrmar, appropriate
lexis and mechanics. After all, the students specialisations are in English Language, Translation
and English Literature. They also expect sound knowledge of content. All teachers expect
material to be wgll organised and presented. In other words, they expect good written expression
with little or no errors in grammatical and language structure, a sound conceptual grasp of the
content and firm control over the material expressed in the development of argument/reasoning
in well developed paragraph units. Teachers forget that students are non-native speakers and that
not all their language errors are a result of careless proofreading. They may not recognise ceriain
structures as errors as they have an interlanguage version of English, which differs in varying
degrees from that of native speakers,

Students struggle while writing, not knowing which form might be correct. This
struggle appears to occur especially with choice of vocabulary. Since errors are a natural part of
the L2 learning process and writing teachers at advanced level have uned to the non-error focus
of the process approach to writing, error tolerance has become a requisite.

With the conviction that students do their best we Iook at their written compositions and
examine them kmowing that the present writing classes neither help them to write for different

purposes nor teach them how to use vocabulary suitable for the various subjects and discourse

audiences.
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teaching essay writing in isolation from the actual context of the disciplines being studied and out
of the context of the actual assignments we set students in the different courses.

We as'curriculum planners and writing teachets must help our EFL writers in two ways;
firstly we must assist the student to understand the adjustments that must be made in his
thinking, his study habits and his wriling to meet the expectations of the course lecturer and the
demands of the discipline. This can be done by teaching essay writing within the context of the
actual assignments that the specialised courses require of him. This will ia turn help him to

-adapt to the academic culture of the university and to approach topics with a radically different
understanding and a different set of strategies than those that he haﬂ successfully used at school
before. Secondly, we have to help him make a major switch from the intellectual behaviour in
which he has been trained in his own culnure (this is a major switch in style of thinking and
learning (Ballard, 1985; 49) to intellectual traditions of the West in order to deal with English.
In our schools and culture, students are brought up on respect of the teacher's authority and
knowledge, rote leamning and passive classroom behavieur. The shifi we require must be on
taking -active part in discussion in class and an analytical and critical approach to study and
writing. We believe with Ballard (1985) that successful academic wraining is related to cultural
adjustment and that writing can most effectively be acquired in the coniext of the academic sub-
discipline each student is facing and the academic culture of which they are part.

DISCOURSE COMMUNITY (AUDIENCE) AND TOLERANCE OF ERROR

Discussions of ESL/EFL writing have focused on the writer, the writer's processes, on
academic context and on the reader’s expectations (Raimes, 1991: 704) Developing an ability to
address an andience is essential to successful communication. Therefore, intended audience, its
interests and values are an important factor in the shaping of students' written texts. Generally
speaking, readers read texts with varying expectations. A teacher of English evaluates according
to- how well the student met the standards of 3 handbook notion of an essay. A subject content
instructor evaluates according to the depth of exposure to new knowledge (Faigley & Hansen,
1985: 148). In most types of academic writing, conformity to standard English conventions of
grammar, lexis and mechanics is assumed and writing instructors in higher education need to

62



teaching of writing in the Department of English in both sections is based on the assumption that
what is taught and learned in these classes will help students function well in thelr wriling tasks
across the curriculum, This means that we believe that we are helping students get ready for
writlen assignments across the two disciplines (literature, criticism and civilisation courses in the
Literature section and language, translation and linguistics in the Language & Translation
section). However, we are not focusing on what is required in the discourse-genres assigned in
conten! courses, _

'I:lle courses on writing that are taught in the general preparatory year (first year) are
concemed with paragraph organisation, development into three or four paragraph essays of the
narrative and descriptive type, with a great deal of remedial work on mechanics and grammar. In
the second year, although the students of both sections need to know how to write a well
organised, well developed piece of writing, they also need to know how to write academic essays
that fit the expectations of their respective disciplines. Whereas for example, an essay type
question in linguistics will require content of the informative type showing that the student knows
his material, the linguistic concepts and all ather relevant details, an essay an a literary topic will
require analysis of themes and ideas in a text, analysis of ideas of one or two critical sources,
comparing them and reaching some evaluation using the appropriate critical and analytical style
of the discipline. DBoth types of essays require the students to identify differences in
interpretations and uses to which evidence has been put in the framing of these interpretations
and finally, however tentatively form and argue a judgment of their own. But to prepare students
for the above tasks both sections are taught only how to write comparative/contrast essays,
argumentative essays and reflective essays in correct English. This of course falls short of
students’ needs. As a resuit, students faced with any essay topic, in any discipline, generally
proceed to answer the gquesttons in the same way. They assume that questions have one single
correct answer (not true of literature or arguments about theories in linguistics) and go about the
task by finding and summarising the information they bave taken down in their lectures and
perhaps one or two sources if they feel their notes are incomplete. The answers they provide are
general and in some cases not relevant to the essay question but can be the answer to any question

on the topic (or perhaps the novel) being examined. This is not the students' fault. We are
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former cobsists of the sub-categories of reference, substitution and ellipsis and the latter consists
of reiteration and collocation. Conjunction is a borderline case in being mainly grammatical but
with a lexical component in it. In this paper we shall deal with lexical cohesion which Halliday
and Hasan (1976: 274) define as "the cohesive effect achieved by the selection of vocabulary”.
Conjunction will be touched upon where necessary. Analysis of cohesive links within a text gives
us some insight into how writers structure what they want to say and may be crucial factors in our
Judgments on whether something is well written or not. Conventions of cohesive structure differ
from one language to another and may be one of the sources of difficulty in written language
production in L, or in transiating texts,

Coherence _
By itself cohesion is not sufficient to enable readers to make sense of what they read as

'connectedness’ is mot simply a connection between words. The factor which leads us to

distinguish connected texts which make sense from those which do not is coherence. Thekey to -

the concept of coherence is not something which exists in language bot which exists in people; it
is people who interpret what they read and hear and bring it into line with their experience of the
way the world is. Coherence is attained by calling up generic scripts that fit the communication
situation, by kmowing the structure of speech events and, in the written language, by recognizing
the way infrc_nmaﬁon may be formatted in the various rhetorical genres. Coherence is how well a
text hangs together. The intimate bond between topic development and the choice, modification
and reworking of lexical items used in the text makes for coherent text development. This is why
teachers of writing place emphasis in their teaching and evaluation of composition on text
cobesion and coherence. In terms of developing the written production of Ly students and of
vocabulary development for writing in the various discourse-genres and producing coherent texts,

the notions of cchesion and coherence are important.

LEARNERS' NEEDS AND WRITING INSTRUCTION

It is worthwhile remembering that what learners believe about what they are leaming
and about what they need to learn strongly influences their receptiveness to learning. Our
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The 30 compositions were collected during the academic year 1953/1994 from students
in the second year Language and Translation and Literature sections. They were part of the
students' work in the writing class given to the teacher for comment and not considered as a 'test’.
The students had 60 minutes te write at home, i.e. they were timed assignments,

The rescarch was prompted by the constant complaints of writing and other subject
teachers of the poor quality of the written work of students, particularly in the exam questions in
their special subjects at the end of the year. The students themselves claimed they did their best
but needed help in how to organise their material in answering an exam question and put it down
in writing using correct vocabulary.

(Cohesion and Coberence

Concepts such as cohesion and coberence have been identified as two major standards of
‘textuality.' Cohesion provides ‘texture’ and coherence is how well a text hangs together. They
are necessary to writing and writing quality and should be defined for the purposes of this paper.

Cohesion

Texts must. have a certain structure which depends on factors quite different from (hose required
in the structure of single sentences. Some of those factors are described in terms of cohesion or
ties and connections which exist within texts. Halliday and Hasan {1976: 4) define cohesion as a
semantic concept referring to "relations of meaning that exist within a text ad that define it as a
text”. Cohesion occurs where the interpretation of some element in the discourse is dependent on
that of another, A single instance of cohesion is a "te" which is a term for one ocourrence of a
pair of cohesively related items (ibid: 3). Cohesion is one of the resources English uses for
creating "texture’. By providing texture cobesion helps to create fexts as it expresses continuity
that exists between one part of the text and acother. The continuity consists of expressing at each
stage in the discourse the points of contact with what has gone before. This is done through the
use [cohesive devices. It is the continuity provided by cohesion which enables the reader/listener
to supply all the missing pieces which are not present in the text but are necessary forits
interpretation; i.e. cohesive devices play an important part in the reader’s active role in creating
coherence. Cohesion is classified into two major categories. grammatical and lexical, The
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Because applied linguistics is embedded in empirical tradition quantitative evidence in
the research is expecied. This study however is not quantitative. It is rather a probe into the
interlanguage of 30 written compositions of different discourse-genres. Ten each of descriptive,
narmative (narrative-descriptive) and comparison/contrast compositions are examined. The
comparative/contrastive compositions deal with subject-specific topics based on readings students
have done in their content courses.

The .topics deal with "Ambition as it affects Macbeth and Lady Macbeth,” "Greek and Roman
Civilisation,"”  "The Process of Reading Comprehension,” and "English Grammar." The
descriptive compositions deal with description of people and with description of a stage set out for
a play. Narrative ones are about what happens during a typical day in Ramadan. The aim is not
to look for error, That has been done and quantified in four other studies.

Rather the aim is to look at the positive elements of student writing, particularly what they do
with vocabulary in discourse, i.e. in the actual context of their essays and in the co-text. The
study is of the contextual analysis type showing bow choice of item is influenced by genre, the
purpose of the communication, the relationship of writer and reader, the message content, and the
context in which the communication takes place.

Different genres use different gramumatical forms. Similarly different lexical relations obtain in
the differsmi gemres. We are reminded here that it is writers that select certain items more often
than others, to carry out a descripion or write a report. We are interested in the learners' cboice
of vocabulary and their manipulation of relations between vocabulary items such as lexical
cohesion to make their written texts coherent.

Staging the information in a text through fronting of certain items is also looked at for
soherence, where key-words fill theme and rheme position in the essays. If the learner uses
certain items well, and cenain others erroneously, we can capitalise on what he does well, and
through teaching of vocabulary in context help him learn how 10 write in the different genres.

Because the aim is pot to analyse lexical errors in Arab students’ writing, a survey of
rescarch previously carried out on Arab leamers' writing and lexical errors is given for the benefit
of the reader. Our findings apply only to this study and to the situation in which it was set.
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WRITING TO LEARNAEARNING TQ WRITE: VOCABULARY AND DISCOURSE-

GENRES INTRODUCTION

In the last tweniy years, work in ESL/EFL has encouraged writing in a range of genres
leading to language proficiency in a subject or field, for examgis; in ESP content-based
approaches. However important writing in particular academic subjects may be, the individual
expressivity of the learmer as a producer of language and a recorder of experiences must be taken
into accournt. This is even more important if the learner has to be proficient in a foreign Ianguage
as well as in his subject specific field. Students in Departments of English in Faculties of Aris
are examples of such learners. With particular reference to Alexandria University, the
Department of English pioneered and branched into two different specialisations in the second
year of undergraduate study, an English Literature Iseclion and a Language-and Translation
section. Students need to write well in their special subjects, Translation, General Linguistics esc.
in the Language section and Novel, Drama, Criticism Classical Heritage, etc. in the Literature
section. They also need to develop a mastery of, and an expressivity in the language of their
specialisation.  This involves command of grammatical and rhetorical structure as well as a
vocabulary repertoire. It also involves an awarcness and knowledge of writing in the relevant
discourse-genres across the curriculum-geores that are relatcd. to their different subject
specialisations. Carter (1988, 173} defines discourse-genres as geores of writing that in their
stylistic constitution and organisation transcend panticular subject-specific discourses. A report,
for example, can be written about biology or linguistcs. It will differ in field and therefore differ
in register in each case, but it is still the same genre of report. Examples of discourse-genres are
summary, argumentation, instruction, parration, description, explanation etc. They are not all
‘necessary in all cerricular domains. English Literanire for example requires the genre of
narration, description and report. This definition of discourse-genre is adopted in this paper.

Vocabulary development for writing, and errors in vocabulary production in foreign
language learners’ writing have had comparatively little treatment. Research has tended to focus
on the isolation of the lexical item that is erropecus rather than to explore the nature of the
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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the L2 writing of undergraduate students in the English
department of the Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University. It tries to find through examining 30
compositions, what lexical choices these students make in wriling when using the different
discourse-genres of description, narralior and comparisory/ contrast. Since lexical patterning is
one of the orpanising elements providing coherence in a text, we consider whether their lexical
choices (erromgous and nom-erronesous) contribute or detract from the coherence of their
compositions.

This examination of lexical choices shows that developing vocabulary for writing
Tequires reference to the notion of words being 'core’, 'non-core' and 'subject-core' (Carter, 19§8).
English Department students need to write cxpressively in some subjects using non-core and core
vocabulary in their academic subjects. In teaching writing a balance should therefore obtain
between writing appropriaie to an academic subject using subject-core vocabulary (writing to
learn) and writing which is expressive of the writer-student using core and non-core vocabulary
(learning to write). The paper advocates a process approach for teaching both.

Findings show that betier and more coherent wriling is found in highly structured
discourse-genres such as comparison/contrast helped by the use of subjectcore vocabulary and
the textual patterns’ particular genre. The patterns are formed and organised by transitional
words and ‘organising’ vocabulary. In the more Ioosely structured texts such as narration and
description, there is more expressivity and more experimentation with core and non-core
vocabulary. However there is also more chance for error. Rhbetorical skills necessary for writing
appropriately in the different discourse-genres contribute to text coherence.

Since the study is not quantitative, it is recommended that further quantitative research
be carried out on a larger sample collected from the different English departments in Egyptian
universities to prove whether our findings are valid for Egyptian learners. Qualitative and
quantitative research sheuld also be done vsing different discourse-genres and the role lexis plays

in providing coberence in student writing where type and patterning are concerned.
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DA
DA

DA :
DA :

Did you ook at the way he was dressed?

Az: (1.5}
I didn*t pay much attention to the way he was dressed but I

Did you note anything about his facial features (1.5)
other than his eyes?

He had gla:isses.

Look 2t him now. Is he different from what he Tooked there? {.5)

or

(.8)

was it the same?

His (

) was clean shaved at that night,

).
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No, 1 was alone.

You indfcated the:: { } of the car was forty—thrée a:: when you
first (got) 1t in the radar (.5)
Is there a variance in that radar, plus or minus miles an hour?

I don't {a)
I don't know.

0.X. (.8)
so that's an approximate spee:d that the {.5)

radar catches and then you (1)
{case) on that?

Yes, I (.5)
I've been told by my supervisor that it is (1)
accurate {1.5)
there is no plus or minus (.8)
but 1 don't know.

But when you { ) the car (.8)
how long did you ( ) the car?

A:: approximately:: one-quarter of a mile:
That's about four/Five city blocks?
Yes.

Now {1.5)
what time was it when this happened?

It was approximately:: (.8)
1 believe 1t was 1ike quarter to nine.

And a:: did you talk to Mister a:: Marc?
Yes, I did.

Did you (have) the flashlight in his face?

M:: not a flashlight, a:: I believe I had a ( ).

Did you 11luminate his face in any way (.5)
or { 1?

When 1 first approached the car?
Yes.
1 don’t believe {1.5) .

I just illuminated the interior car {1)
actually.
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DA :
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DA :

PD :
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PD :

Yes, 1t qi-.

0.k. {.5)
so you took the YIAL with the blood in it and you put it in that
envelope and ( Y, {s that right?

1 took the vial, 1 { Y wp (.5)
and then I placed it 1in the envelope (1.5)
and then when we got back to our station, I placed it in { ).

A1l right (.8)
and did you bring that envelape {.8) to court with you this morning?
( } in tHis afternoon (.S)
it was transferred.
Oh, that's right (.5)
one of the other deputy sheriffs brought 1t { ).
Yes.
You {.5)

recognized the writing in the envelope.
Yes, T do.
Is that your writing?
Yes, it is.

ATl right, you write on the envelope a:: (.B)
bTood specimen from { ) may be marked as People's ( ).

(1ooking at the envelape)

(5)
What 1s that (marking) in the vial?

A:: the defendant's name and { ).
Did you place the defendant’s name on the envelope?
Yes, 1 did.

The { } that you just brought (1.5)
is that { )} by yourself or by someone else?

By myself.
{10)

Now (.5)
Officer {1.5)
when you were driving {.8)
were you alone or with someone else?
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After forming the opinfon that the defendant was driving under the
influence of an alcoholic beverage (.5)
what did you do next?

&And the:n placed him under arrest.

Did you ADVISE him of his (requirement) to take some sort of chemical
test a:: {1.5)
being under arrest for driving under the influence of a::, and did
he choose a particular test?

Yes, he did.

What did he say he wanted?

He said he wanted a bhlood test.

What did you do with response to that?

1 did transfer him to San Gabriel Community Hospital (.8}
where I obtained the blood sample.

A:: were you present when the blood sample was obtained?
Yes, 1 was.

Do you know the name of the person who obtained ( )
the technician who took the blood from his am?

A:: Tooking on the: envelope, he says [ ) a::

But you were there and you (s ) {1.8)
looking at the name on the envelope {(1.5)
do you know that technician?

Mot really (.8) .
because it was my Tirst a:: { ) with that technician.

Ch, you don't know that technician? 0O.K. (.5)
fine, a:: (6)
ar: (1.8) .
what did you do with the blood sampie after { ) (or) taken -~
from the arm of the defendant?

1(1.5)
placed 7t in our (stafonery) ( ).

Az: When you placed it in your stationery, did you put 1t in a certain

kind of envelope?
Yes, I did.

Is that envelope in ( ) right now?
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Yez, 1 did (.5)
one other test.

What was that?

That was the B: finger-and-nose test, I asked him to { ) heels
and toes together, Tooking up, closing his eyes and extending his
index fingers (.5)
and the:n asked him to touch a:: the tip of his nose with his {ndex
finger, and I told him which hand to use, and I alternated it
between the right and the Teft.

How, How Tong did he perform that test?

He: a: 1 had him do it six times (.5)
three times with each hand, on a:, twice he touched the: bridge of
his no:se and three times he touched the: his upper a::.

So six times; five times he missed the tip of his nose.

One time he touched the:

Any other test you asked him to perform?

Ho.

A1l right, DID you form some opfnion at THAT point about his condition?

Yes, I did. |

What was that opinion?

I formed the opinfon that he was driving under the influence of an
atcoholic beverage.

How Jo:ng have you had { ) at that day {as) & Deputy Sheriff?

A:: approximately (1.5) . .
four-and-a-half years, a:: I'm sorry, efglit-znd-a-half years., (1.5)
four-and-a-half on the street (.5)
eight-and-a-half total.

0.k {.5)
$0 you have been a Deputy Sherfff for efght-and-a-half, but four-

and-2-half { ).
Yes.

A:: how many, on that day, how many { } drunk driving arrests
did you make? :

(1.5)

t... {.8)
four/five hundred.
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He: placed ( } keep his arm down, he looked up and {closed} his
eyes {.5) .
but he kept ( ing) (.5)

back and forth from side to side.
As you Just demonstrated?
Yes.

What else did you ask him to do?

L

Then [ asked him to perform 2 heel-to-toe test, p1ac1ng the heel one
)} for the toe together (.8)
with his arms down to the side and 1ook1ng strajght ahead { )
and take eight steps forward {.8)
and 1 told him to turn around and take eight steps back.

Did he do that?
Yes, he did.
How did he do {t?
: he took eight steps forward a:: {.5)
on the- eighth step, I had to tell him to stop because he could have
taken more (1.5)
but [.5)

as he took the efght steps forward a:: {.8)
I belfeve it was three times he actually had {stepped) to the side.

(1.5)
out of eight {.8)
steps (. 5?

three times, I belfeve, he stepped off from the side of {the back)
of the heel to the toe.

Yes.

Al right (.8)
did he turn around and walk the other direction?

Yes, he did,
How well he performed going the other direction?
It was basically the same.

Stepped off (.8)
to the side three times?

Yes.

Any other tests?

[t S XV S-SR
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[Forgeﬂ that you testi{fied him. Hhen he talked to you,
did he talk normally?
(.5)
He talked normally::, his speech was slightly (s ).

A:: 50 you got hin‘out of the car, took him to the position of safety
and asked him to 9o over certain tests?

Yes, 1 did.

Would you tell us what was the first test that You asked him to perform?
Thee: one leg (extended) ) test.
Would you (.5)
“mind demonstrating that for the jury so they can see what you're
talking about.
(Witness standing and start demonstrating)

I first demonstrated to the: a: defendant. I told him, "I want you to
stand on one Teg and stand ( } and keep your hands on the
side.”

And {.8)
did he perform that test for you?

Yes.

How did he do {t?

He extended his a:; the { )} of his right leg out, about four/five
inches, but he could only keep it up there for {.5)
Tess than Tive seconds { ).

A:: for about (1.5) .
what period of time did you have him perform that test? How many
times did he put his foot { )?

A:: five or six times.

What was the next balance test you asked him to perform?

Next balance test I asked him was (to place his), keep his ( )
together, close his eyes and ( 3.
0.K. (.5)

and did he attempt to do tha:t?
Yes, he did.

How did he perform that test?
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the Number One lane, which lane of traffic 1s that?

The left one (1.5)
the closest to the center of the ).

se (.5)
the majority of his car was in the Nimber One lane, closer to the
cent;.-r (aisle), and thee:, the rest of 1t was in thee: the Number
Two lane. ' ) '

That is correct.

(1.8)
A1l right, what did you do next?

Then T ( } my red Tights and ( ) Tghts a:: In which time
the vehicle made a left turm on to {cloverleaf) { }.

What happerned then?

Then next to that, my patro] vehicle (.B)
approached the driver [.8)
and I observed that the defendant a:: was so { } to drive 2
vehicle, a::nd asked for his driver's license and his registration.

A:nd did you observe anything In particular about the DEFENDANT when
yoa made that centact with him?

Yes (.5) _
while I was conversing with him (.5) ' .
I noticed a strong odor of alcoho) f } from his breath {.B)
1 also observed that his eyes were ) (watery) and his
speech was ).

Did you: (.5), . :
at that point, start to ( } to form some opinfons as to his
possible conditien? .

(1.5}
N::0, I didn't form an opinion at that time. T (.5),
I asked him to step out of the car so I can give him some (.5)
{ ) of (sobriety) tests.

Yoy have some suspicions then?
Yes, I do.

Az: did you (.5) .
notice anything about the way he WALKED or (.5),
when he got out of the car, did you notice anything else about
this person? '

{2)
N:: not really.

.omm Y
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You were working a radar {.5)
rmachine in your {.5)
patrol vehicle?

Yes, I was.

And a:: when you saw the radar (.5)
being set off at forty-three miles an hour, 1s this what you observed
the defendant’s car? . .

Yes.

What did you do when you saw that?

After he (.5)
passed my Jocation, I made a U-turn and started to follow him.

And 2:: as you followed him, did you continue to (.5)
{ gunr determine his speed?

Yes.
What was the speed?
He faintained the speed at forty-three mfles an hour.

And what is { ) speed 1imit in thee: area, that Is, where he was
driving at forty-three miles an hour?

Thirty miles an hour.

A::.s0 he was going approximately by your (.5)
Instrumentation and your following with your car, he was gofng about
d:: thirteen miles over speed 1imit, thirty miles an hour,

Yes, sir.

A::: {1.5) .
Is there any ( } about his driving other than the SPEED that
you noticed?

After ] made the U-turn and started {.5)
following him, I noticed tha:t {1.5)
he was a:: (st ing) the broken white Yine that separates
Number Cme and Number Two { } lmnes.

Instead of being 1n one lang or the other, he was going right down in
the middle.

Rather than being in the middle, I would say his a:: Teft, right and
left rear tires were in the Number Two la:ne, and the rest of his
vehicle was in the Number One lane.

A1l right, for clarity (.5}
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TRANSCRIPT 1TI
ANOTHER INVESTIGATION IN THE COURTROOM

COURT = Alhambra Hunicipal Court
DIVISION : Division 4, Drunk Driving Division

Characters : District Attorney - DA
Deputy Sheriff, Witness - W
Public Defender - PD

Deputy (.8)
going back to (hhh) {1.5)

Harch 27th about eight forty-five in the evening, what was

your pccupation?

Deputy Sheriff of the County of Lus Angeles, and I was assigned for

Temple City Traffic.

And about that time, were you in the area of Las Tunas and-{
Avenue in the (.8)
City of Temple City in the County of Los Angeles?

I was (.8)
further west.

But you were in that area?

Yes, I was.

In that area, did you see someone there who you now see present here

in this Courtroom?
Yes, I do.
Would you point out that persam, please.
The defendant, thee a::, the gentleman with the bTue shirt.

What was it (.5)
that caused you to direct your attention to the defendant?

: 1 observed a:: the vehicle (1.5)

2 pickup. truck going east { ) which sets off my radar at
43 miles an hour,



T

Ba, T didn't {.B)
know his nsme {1.5)
I imew the Ticense {.8)
that's =13,
(1.8}

After this event {1.5)
did you stay there for very long, or did you leave?

1 went Yooking for the car { ).
I'm sorry.

T went Tooking for the owmer of the car (1.5)
that was parked in that apartment building.

Did you stay in the area (1.5)
to talk to the police?

Ho, I did not.
0.XK. That's all. Thank you very much.
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Excuse me {.8)

I apologize (.8}

he did spezk to me once; I believe he said "heilc®.
Khen was that?
It could've been maybe a month or two months earifer.

You've never had'any relationships with Hr, (1.5)
{Med1in) other than sayirig "hello® to you?

I believe KOT.
{1.5)

Bid you call the police?
No, I did not.
Did you TALX to the police?
Yes, I did.
Did you give the police your name?
Yes (.8)
Mo, I didn't (.8)
They contacted mi.
When did they talk to you?
(1.5)
1 belfeve it was the following Monday or Tuesday (.B)
possibly Tuesday.

(3.5)
Do you remember Dfficer (Tracy)?

Yes.
Did ke talk to you?
No, he did nrot.

Did you ever tell the polfce that you did not know who the a: (1.5)
driver of the car was?

Ho, 1 did not.

What did you tell the police?

I told them exactly what I told you.

Did you give the HAME of the driver of the car?
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Where were you before X-17

Yes.

Were you ever {nside the Tip Top Bar?

Yes.

You work at the Tip Top Bar? {1.5)
What were you dofng at the Tip Top Bar?

I went there te have a drink.

What cau:sed you to come out from the Tip Top Ba:r (1.5)

to the alley?
I wanted to leave.
Here you with anybody?
Yes.
Who were vou with?
Bi11 ¢ ).

When you a:: (1.5)
decided to Teave {1.5)

did you { } outside the Tip Top Bar?

No (1.5)

Bi1! and I walked out together.

0.x. {.8)

and you saw Mr. (Medlin) getting into his car.

Yes, I did.
Co you know Mr. (Med1in)?

No, I only have seen him before (2)
Oh yes, I know who he is, ya (1.5)
1 misunderstood your question.

Before that day of the 29th, did you know his name?

Mo, I did not.
You've never talked to Mr
ke, I have not.

Did you have any (

. {Medlin) before?

) with Br. (Medlin) before?

Were you inside the Tip Top? You were up
there in the { ) where the parking Tot §5? Is that correct?
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Why don't you just draw ( } where the parked car was.
{drawing)

(hh) (1.8} -
You (1.8)
didn't (1.8)
get the chance to see that car before you heard the crash, did you?

Mo, I did not.
So, 211 you saw was Mr. (Medlin) backing his car out (1.5)
you saw (1.5)
(hh) {1.5) ‘
you heard a crash. »
Yes.

You ran around, he was sti1l backing his car out, and you saw a damage
jn that car parked in the alley?

Right. -
Did Mr. (Medlin) stop his car?

* B =
No. . " T

(hh) (1.5)
Did you see him leave the alley ard rin away?

EYES'. -
Where were you when you {1.5)
when you saw Mr. {Medlin) {hh) {1.5)
driving away?
Standing in the alley,
Where?
You mind {f I
Put a 1ittle red X where you were.
0:
When you were right (1.5)
when you were right at X, Mr. (Hed11n) was already down at the end
2f the alley? .
No," he was { )
When you heard the NOISE of the crash, where were you?

Put X-1 where you heard the noise.
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Ho, actually (1.5)
the alley is ronning (1.5)
a Tittle bit the other direction.

You might try to do what I tried to do here with this marker; draw
the approximate location of the car.

(drawing) This is the parking 1ot {1.5)
right here {1.5)
this 15 the apartment buflding right here (1.5)
this {.8)
is the alley. The ca; uag right here.
1.5

Now, when you saw Mr. {Med1in) backing his car, was he backing 1t to
what direction? Was he backing 1t in relationship to the parking
Tot?

He was backing straight through the parking Tot into the alley.

0.X. (1.5)
How, were you actually WATCHING his car when you heard thfs crash?
[res]
(1.5)

I saw the front end of the car (1.3)
I saw him turning a corner (1.3)
turning the corner because that {s the dead end of the alley;
turning the corner to go THIS direction.

What I'm asking is that could you actually SEE his car coming into
contact with any other car?

No, T could not.
When you heard the crash, did you
[[ ran around the corner]
And when you ran around the corner, what could you see?
1 could see him backing out the rest of the alley.

And did you SEE the: (hh) {1.5)
did you see any damaged car in the alley?

Yes, T did.
Where was that car?
The car was parked {1.5)

in a parking space (1.5)
at the apartment building which is directly {1.5)
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1 have seen him before.

As he was backing in the alley, did you {1.5)
do something else?

I just basically watched (1.5)
I saw him trying to turmn 1n the corner; 1 heard a crash.

When you say you heard a crash, were you RATCHING him driving his car
when you heard the crash?

Yes {1.5)
I was.

And (1.5)

could you SEE (1.5)

(hh) what the CAUSE of the crash was?
1 don't understand,

In other words, you saw him driving the car and you heard a crash {1.5)
Could you SEE the point of impact of that crash?

I saw a car that was damaged.

A1l right {1.5)
where was (1.8) .
that car fn relation, in relationship to Mr. {Medlin's) car when
you saw §t?

ABOUT forty feet away.

Would you try this.
(asking witness to Took at an filustration to Jocate the car)

So s this the {1.5)
the back of the Tip Top Bar (1.5)
is there another building {nside?
There is an apartment buflding.
But you can't get out that way?
Ho, you can't go that way.
So the only way out is that alley, going.
[mat 1s right]
...Down here, is that correct?
Yes.

The parking ot is in here? Is that right?
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zround eight o’clock who is now present in this Courtroom?

Yes (.8)
1 did.

Hould you point out that person you are talking about?

The gentieman right there with gray hair.

What wa::s the defendant, Wr. (Medlin) doing when you saw him?

He was backing his car out of the parkina 1ot.

What kind of car was that?

1t's (1.8)
I {1.5)
a Cadillac, 1 believe [1.3)

somepne, maybe around fifty years, was driving the Cadillac,

{hhh) Did you watch him when he backed the car odt?

Yes, I did.

As he was backing the car out, what exactly did you do?

JUST WATCHED him (hh} (1.8)

just watched him really; he wa:s trapped.

Did you {1.5)
what do you mean he was trapped?

It took him a long time. It's a very tiny parking lot.

All right, and what accesses are there in that parking 1ot? How do

you go around that parking lot?

Through an alley.

A

And that's the only way you can go argund?

[The only way]
And (1.5)

was he backing his car towards this alley?

Yes.

As you watched him, what did he do with his car?

(1.8)
He backed it (1.5)
he backed it into the alley.

Did you know Mr. (Medlin) from before?

You've seen him before?
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TRANSCRIPT I1
AN INVESTIGATION IN THE COURTROOM

COURT ¢ Alhambra Hunicipal Court
DIYISION : Division 4, Drunk Drivirg Division

Characters : District Attorney: - DA
Public Defender - PO
Witness - W ¢

Call Marlene Barney.

0.K. (1.5)
Marlene, gaing back to May 29th of this year (1.5)
were you in a parking Tot {(hh) (1.5)
between San Gabriel Boulevard and Pine Street, South Pine in San

Gabriel? .

Yes.

And that's (.8)
in the County of Los Angeles?

Yes.

Did you see somebody THERE in that parking 1ot? First of all, what
businesses or buildings are around that parking lot?

(hhh} (1.5)
The parking lot is for a { } bar.

What is the name of the bar?
The Tip Tap Inn.

All right, an:d (hh) (1.5)
were you there with someone else?

Yes.

Who were you thers with?

{Danver) { ). - =
DID YOU SEE someone else there that night (hh} (1.5)



test, blopd test { }s some people ( ) developed a

feeling that you CAN NOT ( sameone unless there is a
machine that 1s turned ( ) aicoholic. Do any of you feel
that those machines are invalid? Do any c/ you feel { )

about that kind of thing? (1.5)

You will be instructed on the Jaws within the (pause} {governing)
the evidence at the Tater day. 1 just wanted to find ocut now
whether you have some idea about the prosecution of driving a
vehicle under the influence of { } and that machine that

tests | ).
{1.5)

Have any of you ever been a victim of any crime?

(The Jurors, after that, introduced themselves; they;
(stated their names, addresses, occupations, etc.

Finally the Judge safd:

0.X. We will return at twe o'clock this afternoon preswmably (

A1l right, you are all excused ti11 two o'clock this afternoon.
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the state of Californfa that (1.8)
that there are {

y or any strong opinion about anything that

you YHON about what is commonly referred to as drunk driving?

(1.8)

Do any of you (ha::ve) zay connection with any law (enforcement)
agency, work with any law {(enforcement) agency ( how about
family members? Do you have any family members who (hh) (1.3)

( ) {1.5),

about the court system, do you have any connection with the court
system? District Attorney's Office, City Commissioner's Office,

Judges fhhh} {1.5)
Mrs. {Jane)?

District Attorney.

Attorneys? Attorney practicing with anyone? Within a private

J7 Anyone else?
[caugh’]
(1.5}

Do any of you have any (hhh) friends, relatives, who have ever been-
seriously injured in a traffic accident? (2)

¥rs, James.

I have cousins who were killed.

You have cousins who were killed? I should have said (1.5)

killed or injured (hhh) (1.5)

and was anyone {n tha::t accident accused of being under the

{nfluence of an alcoholic beverage?

{hhh} 1 don't know.

You don't know §f anyone had ever prosecuted or arrested of (charge)?

(1.8)

Is there anyone of you who feels tha;:t 2 police officer in a case
of (this crime) s more Tikely to be telling the truth about the

the police offjicer who is

.?

events [ }, do you think that
testifying about arre?ted)( )
1.5

Do any of you feel [2.5)
tha::t (1.5)

our system of proof of a criminal manner, that is, that the people
wha are prosecutors sust be in (that case) beyond the reasonable
doubt ( ) do any of you think that {I.5)

that this is somehow %n;air {
2

Do any of you feel that {1.5)

2

any kind of ay:: machine, testing machine which tests for ( )

alcohol levels is REQUIRED fo::r {

), some people have breath
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drinks of an alcoholic beverage and then operated a motor vehicle
within ar hour or two? Anybody had never done that?

Yes, Sir.

Hrs. Lon§ (1.3).
You've never done that.
(1.5)

Does any of you {1.5) _
have &ny of you ever been {nvolved ip an accident (1.5)
whare {1.5) -
{h) {1.5) -
there was an:{obligation) that one of the drivers involved in that
eccident was vnder thflin;1uence of alcokoiéc beverages?
. . 5

.
Have any members of your famity, friends who has ever been Involved in
an acctdent, where one of the drivers (hh) (2)
was charged for driving & vehicle under the influence of an alcoholdic
beverage?

(1.5)

Is there any of the jurors (hhh) who FEE::LS THA::T they can not follow
these instructions that T will give you ( } as to the Tau to
advise to this case? Even if you disagree with {t?

(1.5)

{ Y ) you all feel that you will be able to follow my

instructions as to th? 1a? even if you disagree with it?
1.5

Do any of you FEEL that someone who was charged with a CRIME (1.5)
arrested, booked, and released and appears here and prosecuted {hhh)
for any criminal proceeding (hhh) s probably quilty? Llet me
rephrase that! It is safe to assume that he has done scmething (1.5)
to have been arrested. The question I'm ASKING

[cough]
you is {1.5)
are you able to follow the LA:¥ in the sense that may accuse this
presumably (innocent} matter might occur to the Court, but once he
gets to the Court here, it ¥s presumed that 1t cust be ( } to
be (innocent) like yourself {1.5)
any body who can not make that assumption, start to prepare { )
the case ( 2

{1.8)

Is there anyone in this group who (1.5)
is @ member of any organization that (ab )} the obligation or
CHANGE of any Taw? (1.8)
1.

Do any of you feel that {1.8)
from what you know about driving 2 vehicle, that there is a law in
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TRANSCRIPT |
JUDGE'S QUESTIONS TD JURORS

COURT :  Alhzmbra Hunicipal Court
DIVISION : Division 4, Drunk Driving Division

Symbals used: J for Judge, Jm for Jury Hember

Ladies a~d Gentlemen, this is a (1.5)
mattar wnere the ( ) charge-of driving a vehicle under the

influence of an alcoholic beverage {1.8). .

First, let me ask any {1.5)
do any of you know any reason why you feel that you prefer not to
? .

say (
{1.8)

Have any of you ever been charged for driving a vehicle under the
influance of an alcoholic beverage? Anyone here who had been
charged for a crime?

{1.8)
Is there anyone in that ( ) that does not drive a car (1.5}
does not have a drivelt-'s 1)1cense?
1.5

Do any of you totally (abstain) from the use of {.8)
any alcohalic beverage?

Yes.

Mr. Brown? _ it
(1'8) . .'.-Z--

Mr. Browm, have you ever (abstatned} an a.T;:uhgTﬁ:- 'b'everfa'_ge_?'.".-y-'.l'

Yes, S{r. 1 am an alcoholie. I .
{(1.8) :

Do any of you belong to any group (.8) :
religious group, organizations which {abstains) the total absence

of the use of alcohoi?

1s there anyone in this jury who HAS MOT in some time of his life

HAD (1.5}
one or more (1.5)
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

"Adjacency pajrs used 1n the courtroom languaqe have special

features that distinguish them from adjacency pairs in other speech

situations. When the judge asks questions to jury members, in this

speech situation answers {second pajr parts) rarely exfst, and

recipients (represented by jury members) prefer to remain silent

than to answer those questions

In"a situation where examiners ask questions to witnesses, the

questions (first pafr parts) are more informative than answers {second

pair parts). This s the opposite of the case fn other speech situ-

ations, like friendly conversation or a classroom conversation. The

following parts of discourse structure are put together by questions

rather than answers in the Tegal language:

Setting :

Events

Participants:

Time and space of the case is always stated by the
examiner. The setting of the case is-illustrated
through questions rather than answers in the
language of the courtroom.

In the legal language, events are stated in ques-
tions more than answers. The sequential order of
all the events of the case is built by the examiner
rather than the witness or the defendant.
Participants invplved in the case are always named
by the examiner. The name of the defendant {s
atways stated by the examiner, for the first time
in the case. After that, the witness can refer

to the defendant using %is or her name.
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after the witness points out the defendant. Sometime the examiner
states the name of the defendant, even before he is pointed out by
the witness, 11ke in the followifig example:

Q@ : Hr. Avila, do you know the defendant, Mr. Childs?

A : Yes.

0 : Do you know him as Tony Childs?

A Yes.

{Reporter's Transcript I)
E{ther, 1f the defendant is being pointed out by the witness or

not, the examiner is the only one to name the defendant. It Tooks
25 1f the examiner is the one who gives the permission to the witness

after that to use the name to refer to the defendant.
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shirt,
{After several questichs amd ancwers, the B& was
holding an envetope, that hes » blood specimen,

and he read:)

Blood specimen from (name of defendant) may be marked
as people's [ - ),
(Transcript I11)

Hr. Perez, did a vehicle come up to your Fotomat store?

Yes.

Was there a person in the vehicle?

Yes.

How many?

One.

Has it a male or female person?

Maie.

Do you see that person here today?

Yes, I do.

Point out that person, please.

(Indicating)

What happened when Mr. Garcia came up to your store?
{Reporter's Transeript of Prelimipary)
{ Examination: 11 )

We can see from the previous pieces of data that the name of the

defendant is always stated by the examiner. The name is often stated

- 25



after that is that the examiner never asks sooething like: Who is
that person?, or, What is the name of that persan?, bt ratler always .
asks the witness to point out that parson znd rot to give his ar hor
namz. The witness can describe the way this person is dressed, or
give some descriptions of his, 1ike: the gentlaman with black hair,
for eiample. After the witness pofnts out the person, the_examiner
starts to menticn the name of the defendant through a typical question:
What was Mr. So-and-so doing when you saw him?

Examples of this fact can be found in all cases 1ﬁt1uding my data
and Reporter's Transeript, 1ike the %oTlouing examples:

1. DA : DID YOU SEE someone else that night (hh) (1.5)

DA : around eight o'clock who is now present in this court-

room?
W : Yes [.B)
W o 1 did.

DA : Would you point out that person you are talking about?

W : The gentleman right there with gray hair.

DA : What wa::s the defendant, Hr.l(Hediin), dofing when you
saw him?

{Transeript I1)

2. DA : In that area, did you see someone who You now See pre-
sent here in this courtroom?
W : Yes, I do. -
DA : Hould you point out that person, please.

W : The defendant, thee a::, the gentleman with the blue

24



More Tikely we can call the previous events the (frames) of the
events that get filled up by the witness, as {f the examiner s bulid-
ing the schema of the entire case through his questions, introducino
these frames for the witness to 117 them up. The District Attorney
was predicting all the events {n thefr crucial order; therefore, an
overlapping 1ike the following can happen:

DA : And that's the only way you can go arpund?
W [ihe only uay]

Since, he is predicting exactly what the witness wants to say.
Searching in my data, I could find many similar examples rhere the
examiner is the one who provides the frames of the events in their

crucial order and lets the witness fi11 them up with information.

Participants in Adjacency Pairs:

As we have said about the setting of the case, that is stated
by the examiner through questions and not through answers of witness:
participants involved in the case are always nzmed by the examiner as
well. The name of the defendant is always stated by the District
Attorney or by the Public Defender for the first tims in the i{nvesti-
gation. After that, the witness can refer to the defendant as Wr. So-
and-so.

There is a strategy used by the examiner not to Tet ths witness
expPTess the name of the defendant for the first time. The examiner
always says something like: Did you see socmeone who was doing so-and-
so in that date and that place, who is row present in this courtroom?

The witness always says something 1ike: Yes, 1 did. What is interesting
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DA

1 (1.5}
a CadiTlac, I believe (1.3)
Someone, maybe around fifty years, was driving the
Cadi17ac.
(hhh) Did you watch him when he backed the car out?
Yes, 1 did. |
As he was backing the car out, what exactly did you do?
JUST WATCHED him (hh) (1.8) |
just watched him really; he was trapped.
pid you (1.5)
what do you mean he was trapped?
1t took him a long time. It's a very tiny parking lot.
A1l right, and what accesses are there in that parking
1ot? How do you go around that parking Tot?
Through an alley.
And that's the only way you can go around?
[The only uajﬂ
(Transcript 111)

In the previous data, the DA indicated the following events:

22

1.

The defendant was doing something when the witness saw

him.

He was driving a certain kinﬁ of car.

The witness was watching him backing his car.

There are special accesses in the parking lot. There
is a special way to g0 around that parking lot.

The alley is the only way you can go around.



case. In some cases, the witness tries to change the setting, but
the District Attorney does not let him or her do that, as in the
following example from Transcript I:
DA : And about that time, were you in the area of Las Tunas
and { ) Avenue in the [.B)
DA : City of Temple City in the County of Los Angeles?
W : I was further west.

DA : But you were in that area.

W : Yes, ] was.
It is noticeable how the examiner fndfcates where the witness
was, and then never lets the witness object that this was not the right
time or right place. After that, the witness forgets his objection

and says: Yes, I was.

Events in Adfacency Pairs:

In oral Legal Language, events are stated 1n quastions more than
answers. The sequential order of all the events of the case 1s built
by the examiner rather than the witness or the defendant. Witness or
other participants might share in adding some events to the speech,
but these events are usually within the structure that the examiner
builds. Look at the following piece of data:

DA : What was the defendant, Mr. (Medlin) doing when you
saw him?

W : He was backing his car out of the parking lot.

DA : What kind of car was that?

W : It's {1.8)
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W : Deputy Sheriff of the Cowmty of Los Angeles, and [
was assigned for Temp1e City Traffic.

DA = And about th;t iime. were you in the area of Las Tunas
and ) Avenue in the (.8)

DA : City of Temple City in the County of los Angeles?

W : I was further west.

DA : But you were in that area.

W : Yes, 1 was.

{Transcript 1)

3. DA : Mr. Avila, on August 7 where did you 1ive?
W : 5D3 Nicholson.
DA : Monterey Park?
W @ Yes.
DA : Is that in the County of lLos Angeles?
W : Yes.
(Reporter's Transcript of Preliminary)

Examination : 1

s js clear from these pieces of data that time and space in which
the case occurs are identified by questions rather than answers. The
District Attorney seems to give all the jnformation related to the set-
ting of the case, whereas the uitness'is functioning as a monitor which
says Yes or No after each bjii of fnformation. The District Attorney,
in the previous examples and in all other examples I have, does not

give the chance to the witness to state the time and the space of the

20




also be an indirect effect in that the hearers may be misled as 2
result of thinking that there is scme particular point in the provi-
sion of the excess of {nformation, as Crice points out. But, what .

1 mean by over-informativeness here {s to have Information in one
pair. part more than the other pair part. To examine pur data, we have

to refer to the following discourse notions:

Adjacency Pairs Setting:

If we start looking at our data, we can see very clearly that
time and space of the case is always stated by the district attorney.
This setting, however, is not done through statements but through
questions. Logk at the following example:

1. DA : Marlene, going back to May 29th of this year (1.5)

DA : were you in a parking lot (hh) {1.5)
DA : between San Gabriel BouTevard and Fine Stréet, South
Pine in San Gabriel?
W o Yes.
DA : And that is (.8)
DA : in the County of Los Angeles?
¥ . Yes. )
{Transcript 11)

2. DA : Deputy {.8)
DA : going back to {hh) {1.5)
DA : HMarch 27 about eight forty-five in the evening,

what was your occupation?

19



If someone looks at our data or at any other courtroom transcripts
in order to rewrite the case and organize all thé events in time and
space, he will find all the {nformation he needs in questions rather
than answers. If he depends on answers, however, all vhat he's goina
to get is Yes, Ko, I don't uvnderstaznd. He will find seme speeches as

well, but they will not be compieze and accurate.

Questicns in the legal language Are Pore Informative Than Answars:

Unat I wanted te claim sc far is that guestions in many ccbrtroom

conversations are more informatiye than the mnowers. Recaliing the

maxim of quantity of speech which "relates to the quantity of informa-
tien 1. be provided”, Grice states.that under this category "fall the
following maxims: '
1. Hake your contribution as informative as is required
(for the current purposes of the exchange}.:
2. Do not make your contribution mere informative thar is
required". {Grice, p:45)
Recalling these maxims, and focusing especially on the second
maxim, we can start examining adjacency pairs in our data. He have
to consider, however, that these maxims should be zpplicable to answers -
only according to Grice, but we can expand the word "contribution" to
jnclude both questions and answersi and, we have to do this anyway for

the purpose of our theory which says that: guestions are more informa-

tive than answers in the courtroom larquage.

T also want to point out that such over-informativeness may be

confusing in that it is Tiable to raise side issuves, and therz may
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The Hitness : Yes, I do.

The Clerk : Please state your full name.

The Witness : }( )

The Clerk : Please spel? your last name.

The Hitness = ( ) ( Y ( ) ¢{ ).

The Clerk : Thank you very much. You may be seated in
the witness stand.

Although this short piéce of conversation has very 1ittle amount
of informatfon, it {ncludes:

1. Witness' agreement to swear.
2. The name of witness.
3. The spelling of witness® last name.

Although this is the only given information, the fumctions of
adjacency pairs are kept the same and have not been changed. The
questions have the requests of information, and the answers deliver
this information,

IT we look at Transcript 2 and 3 in my data and at most courtroom
transcripts, we find out that keeping the functions of questions and
answers unchanged in any courtroom conversation happens only at the
beginning of a session when the.Clerk asks the same questions to every

witness, as we have seen. Other than that, in all courtroom conversa-

tion, the functions of questions and answers are changed. What I mean

by this change exactly is that: there are more bits of information
given in questions rather than answers, whereas exactly the opposite
can be found in all other kinds of conversations, such as & classroom

conversation, friendly conversation, and others.
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Bob : Mo, but T had a car accident this morning.

As we can notice in this short plece of conversation, the needed
infonmation 15 a]ways given by the secund pair part, and this seems
to be the natural way of conversing. But, as we said, the answer is
like a result of question according to the cooperative relationship
between adjacency pairs that we talked about. Brice fllustrates this
relationship more fully when he states: “Our talk exchanges do not
normally consist of a succession of disconnected remarks, and would
not be rationa) if they did. They are characteristically, to some
degree al least, cooperative efforts; and each participant recognizes
in then, to some extent, a common purpose or set of purposes, or at

Jeast a mutually accepted direction". (6rice, p:45)

Functions of Questions and Answers in the legal lLanguage:

If we look at some pjeces of conversation in the language of the
law, we can see that the functions of questions and answers can be kept
the same, namely requesting information vsing questions, and delivering
informatlion using answers. An example of this can be the typical
answers that the clerk asks to any witness 1ike the following short
conversation taken from courtroom transcript of Alhambra Municipal
Court:

The Clerk : You do solemnly swear that the testimony you
are about to give in the cause now pending
before this court shall bg the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so

help you qod?

16
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3. Functions of Adjacency Paifs in the Legal Language

Questions and answers, as a very camon type of adjacency pairs,
have different but cooperative functfons. Each one of these two pairs
complete the other. The function of a question 1s not completed umtil
an answer is received; if no answer is recefved, the questfon can lose
“jts function as a first patr part fn a particular conversation. As
Satk§ argues, “in the case of an adjacency pair, the first part provides
specifically for the second and, therefore, the abs;nce of the second
is noticeable and noticed". (Coulthard, 1878 :70})

There is a relation of predictability between questions and
answers. As Coulthard states, ™ the first part of a pair predicts
the occurrence of the second; given a question, regularly emough an
answer will follow”. (Coulthard, 1978: 70). The reason of this pre-
dictability {s that the speaker is requesting some kind of information
by asking his question, and the addressee very commonly gives this
needed information by answering the asked question. This can specify
the function of each one of these pair parts, since the first pair
part is a request for some kind of information, and the second pair
part is delivering the needed fnformation. Examples of these functions
can be found in any typical piece of conversation, 11ke a conversation
between two friends:

John : Hi, Bob! How are you?

Bob : I'm fine, and you?

Jokn : Tretty good. Did you go to school today?
Bob : No, I didn't.

John : Why {s that? You were .sick or something?

15



attention has focu;ed on Jurors’ inability to understand the instruc-_
tions to juries that judges provide... how they are supposed to relate
the testimony they have heard to the statutory definitions of the -
crimes with which the defendants are charged®. {Philips, 1981 :4)

Philips also tries to show how the jury instructions ﬁnd questions -
are complicated. She says, "By drawfng on the extensive psycholinguistic k
literature on processing sentences, bath Sales (1977) hnd Charrow and
Charrow {1979) have identified aspects of sentence structure that
generally tend to decrease the speed and accuracy of sentence compre-
hension, asevidenced by repetition and/or paraphrase. Sales has recom-
mended that such features be eliminated from jury instructions. Eharrow
and Charrow have modified pattern jury instructions that are typically
read to jurors by a judge so that the instructions had some features
jdentified by psycholinguistics as facilitating the case arnd speed of
comprehension. They found that subjects presented with the modified
instructions showed more comprehension than subjects presented with the
origina) jury instructions”. (Philips, 1981 :5)

Philips' argument and quotation from other researchers support my
jdea that questions and instructions given to jurors are complicated.
This can explain to a certain extent the absence of answers in such
speech situations, and as we have said before, the second pair part

is very often missing when questions are asked the Jurors by the Judge.

14
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(Transcript 1)

If we search for second pair parts in this transcript, we can
see that they rarely exist. Out of twenty-five asked questions, only
six of them were answered. For those Yes/Mo questions which can be
answered very simply, no answers were observed most of the time.
Katching the gestures of the jurors, I didn't notice any silent
answers as a gesture or a body movement. This means that fn this
-speech sftvation, the second pair parts can rarely exist, and hearers
prefer to remafn silent than to answer those questions.

If we try to find specific reasons for this phenomenon, we will
not find real accurate ones, however, some of the following reasons
can be true:

1. The questions asked in this conversation are mst of
the time Yes/No questions. They are more specifically
special kind of Yes/No questions. They are-{have any
of you ever had ...) and {is there any of you who ..,.)
type questions., If nobody of the jurors has any rela-
tionship to the asked question, he or she does not have
to answer. Jurors’ sileace, however, m=ans Ko, for sufé.

2. The asked questions are most of the time long and complii-
cated and might be very hard for jurors to understand
them perfectly. In a casé where the question 15 not
very clear, the recipient most of the time prefers not
to answer,

Phiiips explains the jurors’ inability to understand the instruc-

tions and questions stated to them. She argues that: “Considerable

13
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data. We safd that in these two transcripts, the order of turns is
very strictly followed, and not broken except in a very tiny situation.
If we ook, however, to Transcript 1 in our data, we find out that the
opposite 1s true. While the order is fixed in Transcripts 2 and 3, it
is often broken in Transcript 1, and while the second pair part is
available ail the time in Transcript 2 and 3, jt is often missing in
Transcript 1.

Transcript 1 is for 2 conversation between the judge and the jury
members. in this conversation, the judge asks questions related to .
both the case and the background of the jurors. Most of these questions
are Yes/No gquestions (meaning that they can be answered either by a Yes
or No}, such as:

1. J : Have any of you ever been charged for driving a
vehicle under fhe influence of an alcoholic beverage?

2. J : 1s there anyone in this jury who HAS NOT in some
time of his 1ife had [1.5) one or more (1.5) drinks
of an alccholic beverage and then operated a motor
vehicle within an hour or two?

Although most of the questions in this conversation are Yes/No
questions, there exist other kinds of questions that can be answered
differently, such as:

J : Do any of you have any (hhh} friends, relatives,
who have ever been seriously injured.in a traffic
accident?

This question was answered:

Jm: 1 have cousins who were killed.

12



Top? You were up there in the G where the parking
Tot s, is that correct?
Looking at Transcript 2 and 3 entirely, we can see that this 4s
the only place where the fixed order §s broken, although it was not a
real breaking of the order since the two DAs were an $nstruction
followed by a guestion. The order after that continues to be DA, W.
DA. W. |
Considering our data in Transcript 2 and 3, we can say that the
second pair part s always there in a conversation between the district
attorney or the public defender with the witness.- It will be be very
hard to imagine a speech among those characters with the second pair
parts missing from the discussion. The main purpose of the witness
being in a courtroom fs to answer guestions and to talk, otherwise
the witness loses his main legal functfon as one of the mafnm pleces
of evidence n a particular case. Our result from the.entire argument
is that the second pair part can not be missing fn a situation where

the witness is being asked questions in the courtroom.

Sitvations Where the Second Pair Part Is Missing:

It is very difficult to imagire any conversation with the second
pair part missing almost completely from that conversation, Bowever,
ft will be Tinguistically wrong to call that speech a conversation,

because as Sacks observes, ™a conversation is a string of at Jeast

-two turns®. A speech that consists of only one turn is not a conver-

sation according to Sacks' observation.

We have been looking so far at Transcript 2 and 3 in our available
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he can also discuss a matter with the district attorney, or with the
public defender. Each one of the public defender or the district
attorney can have a conversation with the other, or otherwise every
one of them can have a conver;;tion with witnesses or jury members,
and you can imagine a huge number of possible conversations.

When a witness is involved in a legal conversation about certain
case, you notice that the fixed order of adjacency pairs 1s yery
strictly followed. Coulthard suggests that, "This chaining rule
allows for an indefinitely long sequence of the form h. A. Q. A Q. A,
Such sequences in fact rarely occur in conversation although they are
typical of parts of doctor/patient interviews and courtroom cross-
examinations®. ({Coulthard, 1978 :71)

If we look at our data, we éan see very clearly that Coulthard's
argument is very true. In Transcripts 2 and 3, we have Tong conversa-
tions among the district attorney, the public defender, and the wit-
ness. We use the symbols DA, PD and W, to indicate the Charactérs
involved in these conversations. The symbo1§ DA, PD repréﬁent tha
Q part, whereas the W represents the A part. Accordingly, we have
the following order in all two long transcripts: DA. W. DA. W. DA, H.,
or in some parts of transcripts: PD. H. PD, W. PD.'H. (see Transcript
2, 3). This order is broken in very few places in the transcripts.
You can have something 1ike DA. DA. as in page 7 of Transcript 2, but
that happened because the district attorney was giving an fnstructicn
to the witness, and he was not asking a question:

DA : Put X-one wpere you heard the neise.

DA : Where were you before X-one? HWere you inside the Tip

10



2. Features of Adjscency Pairs in the Legal language

Occurrence of Second Pair Part

Producing the first pafr part {n any conversation, the second:
pair ﬁart is always predicted. If you ask anybody a question, you
predict an answer of any type, or, when you {nvite somsone, you cer-
tainly wait for either a positive or negative response. Kot having
any kind of response for a question or an invitation or other first
pair-part is unacceptable according to the conversational sequential
organization that we talked about. Coulthard quotes Sacks that,
"whereas the absence of a particular ftem in conversation has foitiaily
no. importance because there are any number of things that are similariy
sbsent, in the case of an adjacency pair, the first part provides
specitically for the second and therefore the absence of the second
is noticeable and noticed. People regularly complain 'You didn't
answer my guestion' or 'I said hello, and she just wdlked past'™.
(Coulthard, 1978 :70)

Although a possible rejection is often predicted Ly any speaker
who makes a request, an offer, an invitation or any other kind of
request, the same speaker can hardly predict that the hearer does not
have any kind of response. This situation, however, has to be satfsfied
in an every day conversation, but %t is not necessarily the condition

for a conversation in a courtroom, for example.

Situations Where the Second Pair Part Is Available:

In a courtroom situation, you can have many different kinds of

conversations. The judge can have a conversation with the defendant,



Warnings, Offers, Requests, Complaints, Invitations, Announcements”.
(Coulthard, 1878 :70) |

The Second Pair Part

This term {s self-explanatory as well. We safd that the first
pair part aiways precedes the second pair part, so we can define the
second pair part as the part that s preceded by the first pair part.
Referring to the kinds of spzech that the first pair part includes,
the second pair part in contrast includes:* Answers, Responses to
greetings, Responses for other first pafr parts: Challenges, Threats, ‘
Rarnings, Offers, Requests, Coplaints, Invftations, Announcements,
and so on, Cowlthard argues that, "for zome first pair parts, the
second pair part is reciprocal. Greeting - Greeting, for some there (
is .only one appropriate Second Question answer, for some more than *

one, Complaint - Apology Justification". ({Coulthard, 1378 :70)



1. Adjacency Pairs (Definition)

Coulthard states that, “Sacks observes that a conversatfon is a
string of at least two turns. Some turns are more closely related
than others, and he isolates a class of sequences of turns called
‘adiacency pairs' which have the following features: they are two
utterances long; the utterances are produced successively by different
speakers; the utterances are ordered - the first must belong to the
class of first pair parts, the second to the class of second pair parts;
the utterances are related, not any second pair can follow any first
pair part, but only an appropriate one; the first pair part often
selects next speaker and always selects next action - 1t thus sets up
a transition relevance and expectation which the next speaker fulfilils,
in other words, the first part of a pair predicts the occurrence of
the second. 'Given a question, regularly enough an answer will
follow.'" (CouTthard, 1978 :70)

Hhat interests me is Sacks' Tast statement, “Given a question,
regularly enough an answer will follow". Using my data, I will show
that this {s not the necessary condition 9n the courtroom Tanguage.

In certain speech situations, questions can have no answers at all,

even though they are Yes/No guestions sometimes.

The First Pair Part

Although the term first pair part is well defined by the name
itself, we can say that according to adjacency pairs order, the first
pair part always precedes the second pair part. Coulthard argues that

Ehe first pair part includes "Questions, Greetings, Challenges, Threats,



conversation that happens among the same district attorney and public

defender with a deputy sheriff as a witness. This witness differs

pap e

from the first one since he {s one of the people of the law. This
might predict that function switching of adjacency pairs which happens
with the first witness will not happen with this witress. A reason
for this prediction might be that the district attorney and the public
defender were helping the witness who is not one of the people involved
in law, and that they will not do the seme thing with the deputy sheriff.
This is what the analysis s going to prove. | -

Besides the previous pieces of data which are my own collected
data, I will ose two courtroom transcripts. Those are called "Reporter’s
Transcript of Preliminary Examination®. I got those transcripts from
Division 4, at Alhambra Municipal Court, I will vse several examples
from those transcripts.to support my analysis whenever they are appro-

priate.

Having done the analysis, I will gather all the features of
* adjacency pairs 1n the legal language in one framework. At the very
end of this paper, I will provide some general conclusfons which include

a 1ist of distinctive features of adjacency pairs in the legal language.



Methodoicay of Research, and Data:

To a certein extent, we can c2)l this study an experipenta)
type of study sinrce 1t is data based, besides comparing some of the
collected data to other pieces of data Tike what 1s used in socio-
Tinguistic fesearch. Caulthﬁrd's book provides many examples of
tﬁese pieces of data 1ike the examples used to explain the features
of adjacency pairs.

Beﬁidé5=cumparing.my own data to other researchers' data, 1 will
compare and contrast my different pieces of data with each others'.

I have three major pieces of data. One of them transcribes what I

will call “conversatioh'; even though the second pair parts are miss-
ing in this conversation. This conversation happens between the Judge
and the jury members. I will compare this conversation to other con-
versations provided in Coulthard's book, and try to apply the conditions
of adjacency pairs to my piece of conversation to see if they are
satisfied or not.

The second piece of data I will use s an investigation of the
district attorney and the public defender with a witness. This witness
is not one of the people involved in Taw. I wil} try to analyze her
answers as second ﬁair parts and compare them to the first pair parts
which are the questions asked. My claim here is that the functions
of the adjacency pairs aré switched in courtroom conversatfons, since
the first pair parts give more information than the second pair parts.
This can be proved by taking all the informatioh given in each part
and see which one provides more information and details than the. other.

To see if my hypothesis is true or not, I will use another



Purpose of the Study:

The mafn purpose of this study s to show how adjacency pairs in
the oral legal language differ from adjacency pairs in other speech
situations. This might Tead to a result that features of adjacency
pairs given by sociolinguists, such as Coulthard and Sacks, are not
general enough to fnclude adfacency pairs of the courtroom. This can
mean precisely that the legal language s different than ﬁther11anguages.
and add another important feature to the distinctive features of that
unique languags.

Considering adjacency pairs as the main two parts of conversation,
and knowing that conversation is one of the most common and important
speech events that might happen in a speech s{tuation like a courtroom
session, we then can appreciate how important it is to draw a clear
picture of the adjacency pairs in the courtroom. This picture should
provide as many features as pos;ibTe of adjacency pairs and show how
they differ from adjacency pairs in other speech sityations, such as

a classroom or a friendly meeting, etc.



INTRODUCTION

¥hen we Took at any trarscript of talk, we can see that speech
acts are sequentially ordered. The sequentfal organization of speech
acts means. simply that some speech acts have to follow other acts. We
“can refer-this organization to linguistic and logical reasons since
many linguistic utterances are dependent on other utterances Tike ques-
tions and answers, for example, where the second part campletes the
function of the first part. 1 will provide a definition to each part
in this paper in order to show how each of them completes the other.

However, it will be interesting to show that these parts can be
independent in certain speech acts, such as courtroom conversations.'

I wi11 provide an evidence to prove that these parts can occur independ-
ently {n a2 courtroom speech cituation.

It is interesting as well to notice that functions might be switched
around between adjacency pairs in the courtroom language. It is exciting
to imagine 2 question functioning as an answer in any speech situation.
And, this is what this paper is all about. It will show how adjacency
pairs in the courtroom Janguages differ from adjacency pairs in other

speech sitvations.
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