New Light on The Gazelle

in Egypt from Prehistory until the New Kingdom

Dr. Essam M. Abdel Razek

The gazelle was known in Egypt from Prehistoric
times, beginning with the Paleolithic period through the
Mesolithic period until the Neolithic period. It was found in
several places in Upper Egypt and Nubia,'" and was either
carved on rocks or painted on some vases from Prehistoric
times. (fig.1)

The bones of this animal were found among the
deposits of the Sabiliec civilization at Kom Ombo,® as well
as in other sites from Prehistoric times such as Abydos and
others.®

In addition, the skeletons of gazelles with horns®
were found in some tombs known as Pangraves, and
according to Brunner - Traut, they had a role in the burial
process since Prehistoric times. This appears very clearly on
some vases which go back to this period.”)

From the Old Kingdom until the end of the Pharaonic
times, Egyptians used the word ghs and some times ghst,
in Ancient Egyptian texts to mean the gazelle. '

It was written in Ancient Egyptian in texts as

follows:®
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Tt may be that ghs was used for the masculine form of
the name of the gazelle and ghst was used forthe feminine
one,” while the Ancient Egyptians named the young
pazelle, o= g" hrd®

The gazelle was also used as a determinative for some
words in the Ancient Egyptian language such as the word
$3  (wisdomrmm B R A= |, the word 3537 = Skill

.:»—"-?%&%_B_'(lu)
occurs in the Egyptian texts with the following meaning:-
‘prescription mf\k‘ﬁ}-ﬂ#‘é in this form 76_@:%
meaning an order or obligation."
with the word _éﬁ'gz& & S33 meaning a prayer,'?
in this form SS3W
meaning skill or cleverness and speed = [\__k_:ﬁ_fy%; M)
It was used with the word 553t which means sunset or
nightfal, = D_.f._ki.‘f o
and sometimes it was written in another form “ﬂ‘.ﬁa}?
and also it [‘i\e_:?f@ ) .
It also occurs with the word st to denote the name of
place called the Gazelle Nose™ ¥rt ghs = a 4;%.; in the
text from the Old Kingdom which mentions that King Pepil
charged Weni with an expedition to Gazelle Nose in the
north to extinguish the disturbances caused by foreigners

there, 19
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There are five kinds of gazelles in Egypt but the one
known as Adam Gazelle (Dorcas) is the most important
kind.('"?

It is probable that Ancient Egyptians tried to tame
the gazelle, but they failed because of its wild nature which
resists captivity.(®

Some Egyptologists confused it with other animals
such as Erman who considered it a goat!'” while Helck
considers it an antelope.®?

Klebs refers to a scene in the tomb of Menna in the
Theban necropolis (no. 69) in which peasants offer a
gazelle (in his opinion), to some officials of the king as a
bribe while they were measuring the land.??

The most important representations of the gazelle by
the Egyptian artist on monuments before the time of Third
Dynasty and especially in the Predynastic period were on
some tools of toilet, handles and scepters®? where it was
represented hunted with arrows, or in ropes which ended
with 2 loop,™ or was pursued by a dog which caught it by
the neck.”” (fig. 2)

From all this it appears that the gazelle was one of
familiar animals in the imagination of the Ancient
Egyptians because it was relatively common in Egypt since

the Archaie period.®
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From the Third Dynasty till the end of the Pharaonic
period the 'representation of the gazelle on Egyptian
monuments and especially on the walls of tombs was
familiar. Tt was found in scenes representing all its
movements and poses, so that we do not find any tomb
without a representation of the gazelle either at El Kab,
Thebes, Hawawesh, Deir El Gabrawi, Sheikh Said, Bersha,
Beni Hassan, Sheikh Fadl, Sagqgarah, Meidum or any other
place.

Among the common scenes of this representation are
the hunting scenes in the desert, the gazelle being pursued
by dogs,®® (fig.3)
or attacked by a lion,*” or hunted alive by using ropes and

bows ¥ (fig. 4)

The artist aiso represented the gazelle while sleeping,
in a wonderful scene on one of the Giza tombs.®

It was also represented among 2 herd, ina unique
scene on one of Meir tombs.®® (fig. 5) .

It was represented in a completely peaceful
movement while striking the ground with its left hoof'to
remove sand or pebbles searching for herbs,®" (fig. 6) or
while suckling its young as shown on one of the Giza

tombs®? as well as in a tomb at Sagqarah.”? (Fig. 7)
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It was also represented caught in a basket or held by
its feertsdiF ig. 8) or drawn by a dwarf who is scarcely higher
than the gazelle which he draws with his left hand.®?
(Fig.9)

It was also represented while giving birth in the
temple of King Ni-wsr - Rc.C®

It seems that from the Archaic period to the New
Kingdom the gazelle was a favourite and beloved animal to
the Ancient Egyptians. Sometimes it was buried with its
owner.®? It was also among the animals which were offered
as sacrifices®® especially in the rites of the god Min.?
According to Ancient Egyptian rites, offerings were
presented from all the things which exist under the sky,
what comes out of the ground and all desert animals. The
offered animals were thrown in the fire, especially those
which represent the god Seth in the form of a
“hippopotamus”, and gazelles were thrown while burning
on the altar as a symbol of Seth’s wife."*?

They were grilled and offered to the god, but at the
end they were eaten by the priests.®?

However, we must bear in mind that the gazelles were

also offered to different gods and evento several kings.

For example, gazelle scenes were carved in Medinet Habu
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of among the list of offerings as well as the scenes of the
festivals of King Ramsis IIT among tribute lists.*?

We must note that the gazelle was offered side by
side with antelopes and cattle as the offerings lists
denote.”®

Therefore, the gazelle had a religious role in the fifth
Nome of Upper Egypt (Qift) where it was worshipped. It
was also associated with the goddess Isis.""” On the other
hand the gazelle had a special and distinct position in the
drea of Kom-mir® as a sacred animal to the goddess Eng.
However, it is worth noting that the goddess Enqt is
scarcely connected with the gazelle on the Theban
monuments, but there is & painting on an ostracon from Deir

el Medinet, now in the museum of Stockholm, in which the

goddess Enqt appears as a gazelle. (jg, 10)®

A gazelle was found also adoring Amon in the desert’

during times of drought in which a famine had prevailed.*?

In relation with the sun, the Ancient Egyptians

imagined that the sun-disk in foreign countries was

transformed into a gazelle during sunset,*®

The gazelle was a symbol of fast running in Ancient
Egyptian magic beliefs.
As asymbol of fast running,®® it symbolized the

enemies to resemble rites performed for the god Seth.®? It
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was also cursed on the Hours Tablets, perhaps as it was a
beloved animal.®" '

There is even a miracle connected with it at the end of
the Eleventh Dynasty. King Mentohotep IV sent his vizier
Amenemhat at the head of an expedition to Wadi
Hammamat in order to bring the stones necessary for
making the king’s sarcophagus. At that time all the desert
beasts arrived at the mountain and stopped in the selected
place for cutting stones. Then a pregnant gazelle came and
delivered her young on the stone, as if it had guided them to
the place where they can cut a big block for the lid of the
king’s sarcophagus.®?

The Ancient Egyptian text mentions this incident as

follows:®¥
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A gazelle came with its young, approached the people with its
face while its eyes looked back but it did not turn its eyes
until it reached this sp!ena'icf mountain where it delivered its
young. The army of the king looked at that and then cut its
neck in front of (the block of stone) and brought fire to make
an offering. Then the block was separated safely. It was this
great god and lord of desert who gave (m 3¢) to his son Nb -
T3wy - R® may he live forever so that his heart rejoices, stay
on the throne forever and celebrate millions of Sed festivals.
The hereditary prince, governor of the city, vizier, chief of
all the nobles, overseer of all what heaven gives, what is
given by ground, what is brought by the Nile, who
dominates everything in this land, the vizier Amenemhat”,
Eight days after the above mentioned miracle he

ordered another inscription to be carved, as another miracle
happened when rainy winds rose and then water Sprang

from a well which remained clean from gazelles, as the text

.%.‘%-?Dm“ Je B AT MR,
ST/ AN\ = H};&},H‘i-
L::‘."%“'* Ma ol =eR 2
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{39

says:
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Nsw-Bity (Nb - T3wy - R°) ‘nh dt ms n mwt nsw Imi
3bd 2 3pt sw 23 dit mk3wtm dwpnm3 w3k nb “h whm
bi3t irt hw m33 [prw nw ntr pn dit b3w. fr riyt irt h3st m
nwy bst mw hr nh3 nsgm. t (w) ndmt m hr ib init mh (10 r
mb 10 hr. snb mht m mwrnprt ss - w'bt, st wrt ti r ghsw

83 Tir I wnTyw(3).

“King of Upper and Lower Egypt Nb- T3wy-Re,
may he live forever, He was born by the royal mother Imi in
the second month of the first season, 23rd day. He began to
work in this mountain in order to prepare the sarcophagus
and the miracle repeated as rain fell, The forms of the god
and his strength appeared to the people, the desert became
a lake and water ﬂo»:.red until it reached the lake and the
well vally (10 X 10 cubirts) was found full of water to its
brim and was kept clean from gazelles and away from

Bedouins ",

This may indicate that gazelles were abundant in the "
Eastern desert® The Ancient Egyptians benefited from them
indifferent ways,"®

The Egyptian ate them, used their horns as handles of
the tool with which he cut the stones,“” used their dung and

fat for making some chemicals, and even used their skins
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for making leather. This was since the time of the Hyksos"*#
if not before, even if we lack the evidence which supports
this hypothesis.

Its importance to the Ancient Egyptians reached a

Gl

very high degree as they used it (Counter — weight) ¢

Also some fillets were decorated with gazelles and
this appears on a fillet of one of the queens found in a site at
Delta, (fig. 11)
and also on another fillet belonging to one of Tuhtmosis
[II's wives found at Thebes.®” In the tomb of Menna no. 69
in the western Thebes gazelle decorated the fillets of
Menna’s two daughters®” who were secondary wives of
king Amenhotep IIL.

In art the Egyptians made statueties of the gazelle
which are exhibited in different museums all over the world,
for example:

A model of a gazelle made of ivory stands onan
inlaid base in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York,
and goes back to El Amama period.!®? (fig.12)

There is another model of a gazelle made of wood
represented in a crouched position and extending its neck.
The shape of its head indicates that it is about to snap

something with its mouth. We can notice the homogeneous
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artistic details of the gazelle’s body. This model is exhibited
in Antwerp museum, Belgium, and is dated to the time of
the 18th Dynasty.?

These are two models given only as an example, not
enumeration. They show to what extent the Ancient
Egyptian liked this animal and tried to make models of it in

different shapes.
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Gazelle carved on rocks.

See : Houlihan, P., The Animal of the pharachs,
Cairo, (1997), P. 43
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A Gazelle pursued by dogs

See : Smith , W.S., The Art and Architecture of
Ancient Egypt, London , P.44 .
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Fig.3

The Gazelle being pursued by dogs. Hunting Scene in

the chapel of Sebni
See : Meir, I, Pl. VIII.

-
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Fig. 4

Gazelle hunted using arrows
Ukhhotep I tomb
Klebs,L. Die Relief und malerein des Neuen
Reiches, Band I, Heidelberg, ( 1934 ), p 68
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Fig- 5

Gazelle Mating .
See: Meir, II, pl. VII.




Fig. 6

Gazelle digging with its left hoof
See : Smith , W.S, op cit., p. 272 .
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‘Fig. 7

Gazelle nursing its young
; See : Davies, N . de G. ,the Mastaba of ptah hetep and
Akhet hetep at Saqqarah, [, Egypt Exploration Fund
London ( 1900) pl XXII .
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Fig. 8

Let or by its fect

A Gazelle caught in Lns
on See : Wolf, W, Die Kunst Aegyptens :
Gestalt und Gesehlchte Stuttgart , { 1959),

p. 682 .
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Fig. 9

A Gazelle drawn by a dwarf .
See: Smith , W.S., A History of Egyptian Sculpture
and painting in the old Kindom , London ,( 1946),
p. 225.




Fig. 10

The Godess Enqgt as Gazelle
See: Peterson, B.E.J., Zeichiungen aus einer Toten stadt,
Stockholm , ( 1973), p. 77 .
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Fig. 11

Gazelle decorating fillet .
Ses * Aldred, C ., Jewels of the p

p. 119.

haraohs, London , { 1971),




Fig. 12

Modet of Gazelle
A See Peeters AR . in
. Egypte Onomwonden F .. tische oudheden van het
Museum Wecshuis_ Aey - ~1t995) P 88
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B,C - Noblecour, D, Interpétation et Datation D une Scéne Cravée Sur Deux
Fragments De Réc niant en Alharre provenant Des fouilles Du
palzis D'ugarit, Ugaruca 1 Tame VIIi 356 Pans,P 87 188
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