THE TEMPLE AND CULT
OF

APHRODITE AT PAPHOS

Of all the twelve Olympian gods and goddesses Aphrodite is
probably the most sympathetic and most attractive, for she is the
goddess of love and beauty and has been the source of inspiration
to both poets and artists throughout the ages. Aphrodite, how-
ever, is not a native of Hellas, but, as we shall see, came most
probably from Anatolia, where, however, she had other attributes.

According to legend, Aphrodite was born of the sea-fcam off
Paphos in the Greek Isle of Cyprus. Though this legend of the
birth of Aphrodite is an exceedingly familiar one to us, there are
not so many passages in the Classics which directly assert this fact.
According to Tacitus (1), ‘‘the goddcss herself was conceived of
the sea and borne thither (Paphos)’’, and Lucian (2) and Pom-
ponius Mela (3) mention the same thing. The name of Aphrodite,
that is “‘foam-given'’, by which this gaddess was known, when she
came into Greek mythology, was certainly given to her in remem-
brance of this legend of her birth from the sea. In this connection,
it is interesting to note that a feature of the shore in the neigh-
bourhood of Paphos, is the extraordinary production of foam, due
to a disintegration of animal and vegetable marine organisms, and
there can be no doubt that this has a bearing on the myth of the
birth of the Cyprian goddess from the sea (y).

The legends connected with Paphos are especially important,
because of the world-wide fame of the Temple and cult of Aphro-

(1) Tacitus, Hist. II, 3 Fama recentior tradit, a Cinyra sacratum
templum deamque ipsam conceptam mari hue adpulsam.
{2) Luciarn, Phars. VIII, 458:
Tunc Cilicamm liquere solum, Uyproque citotas
Immisere rates, nullas cui praetulit aros
Undac dive memor Paphiae, si numina nasci
Credimus, aut quemguam fas est coepisse deorum.
(3) Pomponijus Mela, I, 7 speaking of Paphos «et (quo primum ex
mart Venerem egressam accolae affirmant) Palacpaphoss.
(4) Bir George Hill, 4 History of Cyprus, vol. I, p. 1a.
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dite, and also because of the connection which they illustrate
between Arcadia in Greece and Cyprus, in harmony with the un-
doubted connection between the dialects of the two lands. Threg
or more sirains are to be distinguished in the legends of the origin
of the cult of the Paphian goddess; and here it is necessary to mem-
tion that there are two Paphos: Old Paphos and New Paphos.
The former is situated about seven and a half miles from the latter
at a place now called Kouklia, In one of these legends, the foun-
dation of the Temple of the goddess at Old Paphos is assigned to
Agapenor, king of Tegea in Arcadia (1), who on his return from
Troy, after the famous Trojan ‘War, was diverted by a storm to
Cyprus.’ According to Pausanias (2) and Strabo (3), this Aga-
penor was also the founder of New Paphos, thus supporting the
Arcadian connection with Cyprus. According to another line of
legends, the cult of Aphrodite was earlier than Agapenor’s day.
The priest-kings of Paphos traced' their origin to Cinyras (), the
beautiful and wealthy king of Paphos, who lived to a fabulous age
and whose grave was in the temple of Aphrodite, where also his
snccessors were buried. One tradition made him the son of Ama-
thusa (5), thus connecting him with another Cyprian seat of
worship of Aphrodite, namely, that at Amathus, five miles east of
the modern Lemesos (Limassol). As the acropolis and city itself
of Amathus have not yet been excavated, we know nothing of the
temple of Aphrodite there, beyond mention of it in an inscription
found by the excavators of the cemeteries of Amathus. Cinyras
himself is dated during the time of the Trojan 'War, for it was he,
who, as the Iliad (6) tells us, sent to the famous Agamemnon a no-
table cuirass. There is also a story that hz played the bad joke of
promising the Greek king a contingent of fifty ships and then
sending only one, with models of the others and of their crews in
clay. (7) In return for which Agamemnon conquered Cyprus and
drove Cinyras out of his kingdom.

The legends which associate Cinyras with Apollo probably do
not belong to the most primitive stratum. According to these, Ci-

(1) Pausanias, VIII, 5, 2, xal Méagou te "Ayamfvap &yéveto olkiothg
kal 1fi5 ‘Appobling kareokevdaato tv Makam&pe 10 (Epbv.

{2) Cf. preceding note.

(3) Strabo, Geogr. XIV. 6, 18" § N&gosg, xtlopa "Ayanfvopos.

{4) Tacitus. Hist. I1, 3, Fome recentior tradit, a Cinyra sacratum
temaplum, .

(6) Ci. Bir George Hill, op.cit. p. 68.

(8) liiad, XI, 20.

(7) Apollodorus, Epitome, III, 5 Sqq. {Loeb edition, vol. TI, pp.
178-179).
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nyras was a celebrated lute-player, who was defeated by Apollo in
a musical contest, the penalty for defeat being death (r). Other
legends claim Cinyras as Apollo’s son (2). These Apolline legends
may have been inspiréd by the Greeks to fit Cinyras into their
genealogy — they may, however, belong to the Phoenician layer.

The body of tradition which attributed a Phoenician origin
to the cult of Aphrodite, though it goes back to Herodotus (3), is
part of the general tradition which assigned to the Phoenicians
much greater influence in the origin of Greek culture than our
knowledge of Mediterranean archacology permits us fo accept.
"We must, in fact, rule out all ciaims on behalf of a specifically
oriental, i.¢. Babylonian, Syrian or Phoenician, origin for the cult
of Aphrodite, although parallel developments and later influence
from such quarters may be freely admitted, Indeed, all the fea-
tures of this cult can be parallelled in Anatolia or in the Aegean.
It should be noted, moreover, that the earliest anthropomorphic
representations of the Mother-Goddess in Cyprus are clothéd; the
nude goddess with whom Babylonian representations have made
us familiar, is a comparative late development. In the same way,
for the sacred doves (4) of the Paphian goddess™we need not seek
a parallel or origin in Phoenicia; their association in the Aegean
with the Mother-Goddess and with a building of the same type as
the Temple at Paphos is proved by the gold bracteates of Myce-
nac. Even for religious prostitution, such as prevailed at Paphos,
we need not seek a Babylonian or Syrian origin, since we have
examples from Asia Minor and at Cornnth, Eryx and in Etruria,
and this custom may have been of native growth. As regards re-
ligious prostitution at Paphos, legend has it that the three daughters
of Cinyras were driven by the vengeful wrath of Aphrodite to give
themselves to strangers, and ended their lives in Egypt (5). It has
been suggested that they, perhaps like the Propoetides of Amathus
may have also denied the divinity of Aphrodite and have suffered
the same fate by way of punishment by the goddess (6). However,
this religious prostitution may originally have had nothing to do

(1} Sehol. How, Hiad, XI, 20.
(2) Sckol. Pindar, Pyth., 11, 15.
{3) Herodotus I, 109,

(4} Martial VIII, 28 montions nPaphiae columbaer, and Athenacus
IX, 51 nlso spraks of the doves of Aphrodite’s templa at Eryz. There is
a dove on Paphian coins of the 4th Century. The dove-¢ult in Cyprus
goes back to the Copper Acge, cf. Sir George Hill, op. eff. p. 68,

(5) Apollodorus, Biblioth. TII, 14,3

i8) Ovid, Mez. X, 221, 238 sqa.
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with religion, but may have arisen out of the primitive fear of the
risk run by a man who first had intercourse with a virgin, instan-
ces of which in African tribes are given by Fraser in his Goldesn
Bough. In any case, the form which seems to have been practised
at Paphos was not a continual service as at Eryx and at Corinth,
but that all women before marriage were obliged to sacrifice their
virginity to a stranger.

At the annual festival of Aphrodite, pilgrims walked by road
from New Paphos to Old Paphos, a distance of sixty stadia (1),
about seven and a half miles, passing through the sacred garden
of Aphrodite, a name still preserved in the village of Yeroskipou
{lepég xfjmog) that is to say, “sacred garden’. At the mys-
tery performed at the Temple, the initiates received a lump of salt
and a phallus, which they acknowledged by payment of a coin to
the goddess (2).. These symbols doubtless referred to the legend
of the birth of Aphrodite from the sea.

The most curious feature of the cult of Aphrodite at Paphos
was the aniconic representation of the godhead, i.e. the conical or
meta-shaped object which stood faor Aphrodite, which we see re-
presented in the reproduction of the Temple on ancient coins and
gems. The cone of Paphos, however, belongs to a class of pri-
wmitive “‘symbols”” which were widely distributed over Anatolia,
and probably also over the Aegean and its western shores, and it
is unnecessary to look for its origin in Phoenicia. Another of
these symbols is the pillar which seems to have heen more favoured
in Crete, though there is no lack of evidence for sacred cones or
omphaloi. In Greece, in historical times, such old symbols had
been replaced or doubled, at least in important sanctuaries, by
statues. At Delphi, however, the omphalos remained as a record
of the primitive fashion. In Cyprus the use of such primitive

{1) Btrabo, Geogr., XIV, 6,3: Bigyrr B (| [Tagog) nelfj oradlove EEX-
xovia tijg MNaimmnagouv kal mavgyupifovol B tijg 6ol TaxdIne xat” Etog
Enl v lNoAainagov &vbpeg dpol yovalEiv ek 1év &ddwv ndirwv guviovieg.

(2) Clement of Alexandria, FProtreptieus, I, pp. 12-13 (ed. Potter)-
Gg doekydv Sulv poplov &Elog "Agpoblig yivera xapndg v tale tehetalc.
tadtng g meAayiog fboviig, Tekufiplov Tg yovijc, dAdv yavBpog xal
gakhog tolg puovpévolg 'nlv tywv iy powy kv embiborar, vopopa Bi
elogépovoty adtf ol puovpcvol, G4 Ewipg dpaotal
Arnobius, ddv. Gentes, V, ..... in quibus sumentes ea certas stipes inferunt
ut meretrici, et referunt phallos propitii numinis signa donatos. Julius
Firmicus Maternus, D¢ Errore Profonarwm Religtanum, c. 10, Btatulsse
etlam ut quicumque initisri vellet, secr:to Vencris sibi tradito, assem in
manum mercedis nomine Deae daret .....Bene amator Cinyras meretri-
ciis legibus servit, consecratac Veneri a sacordotibus suis stipem dari
jussit, ut scorte.
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symbols was probably widely distributed, for, besides the chief
cone of Paphos, smaller cones were found by the excavators in the
surroundings of the Temple.

We now come to the Temple of Aphrodite ifself, and at the
outset it is necessary to state that at Paphos we depend almost en-
tirely on literary evidence for the nature and history of the cult of
Aphrodite, for the archaeolgoical evidence is provided hy one ob-
ject only, which may be of primitive date, 7.e. the aniconic symbol
to which reference will'be mfade again, and by coins and gems of
the historical period, since the actual shrine has not yet been found.
The site cleared by the British School of Archaeology at Athens
in 1887, and supposed by them to be that of a temple on a Phoeni-
cian plan, is somewhere in the temenos of the real temple, ‘and
there is nothing Phoenician about it. That the real Temple of
Aphrodite at Paphos still remains to be found and excavated may,
however, be just as well, since the old excavators certainly did not
possess the modern technique of excavation, and when work is
again resumed on the site, we may expect far more satisfactory
results than could have bcen obtained in 1837. Excavation of the
actual site of the temple must therefore be awaited, before a difinite
reconstruction of the Paphian shrine can be attempted. But so
much as follows seems to be probable, on the cvidence of coins
and engraved gems.

The Temple lay-out consisted of a central shrine, containing
the conical stone, with two wings, {.e. the tripartite liwan-type of
building. Such a type of building consists of a iniddle room open-
ing on a court, with a smaller room on each side of it — a type of
building which is also found especially in Anatolia, and this type
of building was also used by the Cyprians, both in sacred and se-
cular building, from the Bronze Age down to Roman times. Such
a type of building is alsc represented by the 5th Century palace at
Vouni in Cyprus.

In each of the two wings there was a column, the object which
surmounted them is uncertain, perhaps merely a capital, or a lamp
or a dove. On the roof of each wing there is a bird, no doubt a
sculptured dove. The central portion of the shrine had an upper
story, perhaps with windows, and the antae were terminated with
what appear to be horns of consecration. The cone itself (1) was

-

. (1) Tacitus, Hise. 1I, 3, Simulacrum deae non effigie humana, con-
tinuus orbis latiore initio tonuem in ombitum metas modo exsurgens, set
ratio in obscuro. Servius, Ad den. I, 724, Apud Cyprios Venus in modum
umbilici — vel, ut quidam volunt, metae — colitur.
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surmounted by a double flat cap. The large stone, now in the
Museum at Leukosia (Nicosia), which was long ¢n sifgt to the north
west of the site, has been thought to be the orginal sacred cone.
However, the only ancient author, who gives a description of the
stone, Maximus of Tyre (1), says that it was a white pyramid of
unidentified stone, The colour of the small cones that have been
discovered is indeed white, and they are of limstone or marble,
and this would suggest that Maximus of Tyre was right about 2
colour of the great cone. At the same time, however, it eliminates
the cone preserved in the Museum at Leukosia, which is black. In
front of the shrine was a paved courtyard with a lattice fence, to
which a gate with two wings gave access. This courtyard was
semicircular. The details of the objects in this courtyard are too
obscure on the coins to allow of identification, but one would ex-
pect an altar.

With regard to the altars of the Temple, we have several re-
ferences :- thus, in the Odyssey we read “But laughter-loving
Aphrodite went to Cyprus, to Paphos, where is her precinct and
fragrant altars”” (2). Eustathius commenting on this passage,
says that the Paphian altar was OnaiBplog. “'in the open air’’ (3),
and it is known that the altar of Aphrodite at Eryx was also in the
open (4). According to Pliny (5) and Tacitus (6), rain never fell
on the altar of Aphrodite at Paphos. Furthermore, according to
Tacitus (%7) no blood was shed on the altar which was reserved for
the burning of incénse (8). The name of the altar according to

(1) Maximus Tyrius, Dissert, VIII, 16 3¢ &yadpo odx &v elkéooug
&ihe T A mupapibl Aevkj, § & OAn dyvoelral
(2) Homer, Od. VIII, 362: 'H 5 d&pa Himpov [xave ¢thopueidig
‘Appobliy.
‘Ec NM&oou Evia 5 ol tépevog Popdg te Bufjeic.
(3} Eustathius, Od. VIII, g62.
(4) Cf, Timpel, R.Z. I, p. 677. Bince the position of 2 Greak altar
was invariably in front of the temple, the use of the term Onai@prog
for the alter of the Temple of Aphrodite on which incense nlone was
offared, rather suggests that incense-alters may normally have been inside
the temple.
. (5) Pliny, ¥.I7. 11, 210, Celebre fanum habet Veneris Paphos, in
cuius quandam aram non impluit.
(8) Toncitus, Fist. 1II, nec ullis imbribus quamquam in operto ma-
descunt.
(7) Tacitus, If4st. III, Sanguinem arac obfundere vetitum: precibus
et igne puro sltaria adolentur.
(8 Virgil, den. I, 415:
.....ubi templum illi, centumque Sahaeo,
Turz calent arae, sertisque recentioribus halant. .
Btatius, Theb. V, 61, also mentions the “‘centum alteria’ but this ‘‘cen-
tum® is probebly poetical licence.
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Hesychius was xiyntég, (1). Probably this restriction to blood-
less sacrifices applied only to the chief altar of the goddess at
Paphos, since we know from Tacitus (2) that apimals, though
only of the male sex, were offered in sacrifice. [E{st, a}coordmg
to him, were especially valued for the purpose of divination. That
small animals were slain in sacrifice, seems to find some support
in a small altar-top, suitable for small victims, which was found
by the British excavators in 1887. 'We know also that wild swine
and probably tame pigs were sacrificed to Aphrodite (3). From
the text of Johannes Lydes it appears that the priest, when sacri-
ficing a pig, wore a fleece. As.regards the subject of sacrifices, it
should be noted that thére was one which it was customary to offer
to Aphrodite with the object of securing the fertility of the crops.
This is recorded on an inscription found by the British excavators
on the Temple site (4). The priest who presided over the sacri-
fices was called ‘Hynftwp (5). Hesychius calls him ‘Ayfitep
and the sacrifice odmBoc.

The immense importance of the cult of Aphrodite and the
wealth of her Temple gave to the high-priest of the goddess at Pa-
phos a position far beyond that involved in his merely religious
functions; the priesthood became, in fact, a theocracy exerting ifs
power over the whole island. ‘When ir. 58 B.C. the Romans took
away from Ptolemy, King of Cyprus, his kingdom, Cato offered
him in exchange the highpriesthood of Paphos.

The king-priests of Paphos traced their origin to Cinyras
whom we have already mentioned, but the service of the Temple
was originally shared with priests of the family of the Tamiradae.
These, however, were ultimately ousted from the Temple service
by the priests of the family of the Cinyradae. It was agreed for-
mally that the Cinyradae and the Tamiradae should preside over
the Temple worship at.Paphos, but, in the ccurse of time, it was
thought wrong that the regium genus should have no superior di-
gnity to the foreign race, and the latter accordingly withdrew, or
possibly was ousted from the practice of the art of divination
which they themselves had introduced, and thereafter only the
Cinyrad priests held office, such, at least, is the account given by

(1) Hesychius, xiymrég- £ig 8 2ufdiderar MBavatoc.

(2) Tacitus, Hisz. ITI, Hostine, ut quisque vovet, sed meres deligun-
tur: certissima fides haedorum fibris. )

(3} Antiphanes and Callimachus, in Athenaeuns, I11, 83f, 96a.

(4) This inscription is in honour of Nicocles (died 260 B.C.), of
J.HS., 1IX, p. 1865

(6) Cf. Inscription 105 in J.H.§., IX, p. 250.
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Tacitus (1). From the same author we learn that the art of divi-
nation from the entrails of kids which was practised by the Ciny-
radae, had been originally brought to Paphos by the Cilician Ta-
miras (2). Hesychius is the only other author who mentions the
Tamiradae whom he terms certain priests in Cyprus: Tappadal-

epeig Tiveg &v KOmpe* Of the Cinyradae he says that they were
priests of Aphrodite: Kwupadal' iepeiq Appodling.

In 15 B.C. a severe earthquake laid Paphos in ruins. Augus-
tus, however, came to the rescue with a gift of money and decreed
that the city should bear the name of Augusta (3). It is frue that
there is no proof that Old Paphos, and therefore the Temple of
Aphrodite, is meant in the statement of this earthquake made by
Dio Cassius and Seneca, — a simple reference to Paphos usually
means New Paphos — but, on the other hand, the Roman work
of restoration brought to light by the excavators, and to which we
shall have occasion to refer again later, is a proof that considera-
ble rebuilding of the Temple was necessitated at this period.

‘When Titus visited the shrine, on his way to Syria in 69 A.D.,
he enquired of the goddess first concerning his voyage by sea, and
then in ambiguous phrases, per ambages, about his own destnies
— sacrificing at the same time a large number of victims. This
is according to Tacitus (4). Suetonius also mentons this incident
and says that Titus consulted the oracle of Aphrodite at Paphos (5),
but by the term “‘oraculum’” we must understand “extispicium’’
i.e.;‘lthe divination as practised by the Cinyradae, and not a real
oracle.

"What seems to be a last reference to the priesthood of the
Temple of Aphrodite at Paphos, occurs in the Acfa Barnahae, a
4th or 5th Century Cypriot work recording the deeds of the Apostle

- 1' - am -

(1) Tacitus, Hist. II, 3, atque ita pactum, ut familize utriusgue pos-
teri caerimoniis praesiderent. Mox, ne honare nullo regium genus pere-
grinam stirpem antecelleret, ipsa qusm intulerant scientla hospites
cessere: tantum Cinyrades secerdos consulitur.

(2) Tecitus, Hest. II, 3, set scientiam artemque haruspicium acoitam
et Oilicem Tamiram intulisse.

(3) Dio Cassius, LIV, 23, Haoiog ofiopd novioaor xal ypiuata
f,}up[auto kol méAv AByouotav kodelv katd Bdyua Eméregpe. geneca,
at. Qu. VI, 28, 8ic Paphos non semel corruit.
(4) Tecitne, Hist. II, 4, de navigatione primum consulit: postquem
....do o per ambages interrogat caesis compluribus hostiis.
(b) Suetonius, 7. &, aditoque Paphiae Veneris oraculo, dum de navi-
gotione consulit, etiam de imperii spe confirmatus est.
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Bamabas. According to this, the Apostle Barnabas in his travels
through the island of Cyprus, came to Old Paphos, where “we
found Rhodén, a minister {iepddouvrag} who, having believed,
also followed us” (1).

Although the -aniconic symbol to which we have already re-
ferred was the main representation of the goddess Aphrodite at
Paphos, statues and statueites of her and possibly of Eros, also
existed, since fragments of these were found by the British exca-
vators. Such statuettes, it seems, were sold to worshippers at the
Paphian shrine, and in connection with this there is a charming
little story told by Polycharmus of Naucratis, the Greek settlement
established in Egypt in the reign of Amasis, about a fellow towns-
man of his, Herostratus. This latter, a much travelled merchant,
visited Paphos and bought a statuette of Aphrodite, a span high,
and of an archaic style of art. He was carrying it home, when
his ship was caught in a storm. In their distress the passengers
addressed their prayers to the image of the goddess. Immediately,
the ship was filled with green myrtle boughs and a sweet savour.
When it came safely to land, Herostratus lost no time in offering
sacrifice to Aphrodite and in dedijcating the figure in her temple (2).
The details are particularly interesting, as parallels can also be
found in Christian miracles. The date of this incident was roughly
688 to 685 B.C.

A gymnasium was attached to the Temple, as we learn from
an inscription found there recording the names of subscribers to
the ’Elaioypiotiov, the place where the athletes oiled them-
selves (3). The Temple of Aphrodite at Paphos, as well as that
at Amathus possessed the right of asylum, which was established
by the Roman Senate in 22 A.D. (4).

At some time between 2r and 12 B.C., possibly in 15 B.C.,
a calendar was introduced in which the names of the months re-
ferred to Rome, and more particularly to the Julian family.
Aphrodite opens the year, not merely as the Paphian goddess, but
as ancestress of the Julian family. This month which correspond-

(1) Tischendorf, Act. Apnst., p. 70, xamvioopey v takag Taee,
xdet nlpapey P&Bava lepdbovhov Bg kol abrdg motedoag ouvnroiol-
Inoev fulv.
(3) Athenacus, XV, 10, p. 675 : mpoooydv ‘note kal TN&ee tfig Ko-
npow, dyoip&tiov *Aopodling ombamaloy dpyaiov tfi téyvn dwa&uevos.
(3) Cf. J./1.8., IX, p. 188 and 231 and Bir George Hill, ap.ctf. vol. I,
p- 82, note 3.
{4} Tacitus, dnn. 111, 62-63,
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ed to May, was called Aphrodisios. However, by the year 2 B.C.
this calendar had to be revised on account of Julia disgracing her
name, Tiberius being sent into exile, and other members of the
Julian family being dead. The new months more definitely re-
ferred to Augustus himself. The month Aphrodisios stjll opens
the ycar, but the opening date is changed to September the 23rd,
the birthday of Augustus. ;

As regards the epithets of Aphrodite, déria and Urania, these
may possibly be connected with the fact that her altar was in the
open air (1), on the other hand, in Cyprian inscriptions Aphroedite
is always called Anassa, i.e, the lady or goddess, but in late ins-
criptions she bears simply the title ‘‘Paphia”,

Two late avthorities, namely the Pseudo-Clements Roma-
nos (2) and the author of the Vita of St. Spyridon (3) state that the
tomb of Aphrodite was shewn at Paphos.

In the 4tk Century a disastrous series of earthquakes knocked
Paphos about very badly, and this together with the Edict of the
Emperor Theodosius in 382 A.D. issued against the Pagans, gave
the death blow to the Temple of Aphrodite,

We now come to a study of the results of the excavations made
on the site of the Temple of Aphrodite by the British School of Ar-
chaeology at Athens in 1887 (4)- As has been already stated the
actual shrine was not found, and it is hoped that it may be brought
to light, when excavations are resumed on the site.

The parts of the Temple of Aphrodite at Old Paphos actually
excavated may be divided into two sections. The First Section
consists of a great quadrilateral enclosure whose sides are about
210 ft, long. This enclosure is flanked on the north by a wide
stoa (5) extending along its whole width, and probably originally
by a similar stoa extending along the south front, It seems that
originally there was a range of buildings extending along the whole
of the eastern side, [Whether there was ever a wall extending
along the western side of the enclosure, it is impossible to say, at
present, since no traces of it were found én sify except at the west

(1) Taeitus, Hes¢ II, 3, Conditorem tompli regem Aérinm vetus me-
moria, quidam ipsiua dese nomen id perhibent. Pausanias I, 14,7:
Manolov B2 lepdv oty *Agpabling Odpavias,

(¢) Peeudo-Clemens Romanus, Hom. V, 23, ‘Appobltng &v Kompe

- (Gewpeiton t&gogh

{3) Vita 8. Bpyridonis (ed Delehaye) in 4nal. Boll. XXVI, p. 230,
EvBa Abyet thv "Agpobliny &v M&ee 1fig Konpou tagijvat.

(4) A full report of the excavations is given in the J.H.S., Vol. IX.

{6) Stoa in the Plan is termed Portico,

-
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end of the north and south stoas, but it seems probable that such
a wall existed. The Second Section is situated south of the south
stoa on the west side. It consists of the remains of a large open
court with two irregular chambers and a double row of pier bases
extending in a northerly direction.

View of the Temple of Aphrodite af Old Paphos

FIRST SECTION

In the great quadrangle the north wall of the north stoa from
its junction with the west wall is tolerably perfect for a distance of
over 40 ft., but is only one course high; it is similax, however, to
the other early walls of the quadrangle. On this wall are a few
very much broken blocks of an upper course still standing. Where
this wall recommences, its character is very uncertain; its direc-
tion, however, points to its being an early wall. The eastern por-
tion is undoubtedly Roman and extends nearly 60 ft. in an un-
broken line. The south wall of this stoa is very fragmentary, and
the west wall is very imperfect, though traceable throughout its
length, but it is much narrower than the nerth or south walls. This
stoa was paved with a coarse Roman mosaic formed of large tes-
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serae and for the most part of plain white marble, but traces re-
main here and there of a coloured border. The alteration and
repair of the north stoa seems to belong to the second great period
of Roman restoration — the work is very hurried and irregular.

The south stoa and the céntral hall adjoining it form the chief
part of the Roman work. These remains are not in any sense re-
pairs or additions to existing work, but thorough and complete re-
constructions, differently orientated from the earlier work of which
remains exist on the same site. This stoa occupies a much larger
area than any former one could have done, as it extends thé whole
length of the south front and includes in its area the space at the
east end formerly occupied by various chambers. Down the cen-
tre of this stoa runs a series of roughly constructed piers on which
stood columns of the Roman Doric order, and their position seems
to indicate that this stoa was covered with a roof. To the south of
this stoa exist the remains of 2 projecting portico, which we may
assume formed its principal entrance; at the west end is a flight of
steps leading from a lower level up to the ambulatory, A consi-
derable portion of the mosaic pavement exists; this is of much finer
work than that of the north stoa, the tesserae being smaller, with
a very elaborate border in beautifully coloured natural marbles.

North of this stoa there is towards the west end the Great
Court or Peristyle, and towards the east end there are two cham-
bers (1), termed the Central and South Chamber. Of this peristyle
only the rough lower bases of the columns exist — this is also of
Roman work and, hke the stoa, was of the Doric order, the bases
being similar in all respects to those in the south stoa, and formed
of small blocks roughly put together with hard white mortar. This
hall had a range of nin¢ columns along the north side, four each
at the east and west ends — the south wall is part of the north wall
of the stoa — and another range of nine columns extends down
the centre. A roof, no doubt, covered this hall which must have
been open on the north and west sides.

As regards the Central and South Chambers, these belong
to one period, the last prior to the Roman work, and to the same
period may be assigned the walls of the north stoa. The South
Chamber is now very irregular in form owing to the alteration of
the direction of the south wall by the Romans. The Central
Chamber is the most perfect of all, the north and south walls being
throughout of the same period and style of construction as the

(1) Chember in the Plan is termed Room.
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other early walls. Over the western portion a rough stone pave-
ment set in mortar was found, but it cannot have been the original
one, for underneath it were discovered certain earlier objects, ¢.g.
a pin of bronze overlaid with a thin gold plate with an inscription
written in letters of the Ptolemaic age.

Immediately north of this central chamber is what appears to
be a great passage which has been termed the Great Entrance.
It is of almost exactly the same dimensions as the central chamber
itseli. That this was always a passage is clear from the finish of
the north and south walls which precludes any east or west wall.
In the last two blocks at the west end of the south wall of this pas-
sage, occur at the bottom two small réctangular cavities into which
bits of stone were let and fixed with mortar. From the depth of
the sinking and the fact that there was some space behind the
filling-in stones, it seems that these cavities had at one time some
definite purpose.

The north wall of this entrance forms the south wall of a cons-
truction which from three parallel walls running in a northern di-
rection, seems to point to the existence of two large rooms termed
the North Chambers, of which the eastern one is the larger. None
of these walls, however, exceed two courses in height, and in some
places are of only a single course.

SECOND SECTION

In the south-west corner outside the south stoa we have a
construction comprising a wing which consists of the remains of a
large open court with two irregular chambers and a double row
of pier bases extending in a northerly direction. The wall of this
south wing extends for some 85 ft. in a nearly northerly direction
and consists of a basement of polygonal blocks mostly of massive
proportions on which rests a series of magnificent rectangular
blocks of limestone, the largest of which measures 7 ft, by over
15 ft. About 50 ft. from the south-west corner two socket-boles for
doot-posts are cut in the basement stones, and two steps lead
down from them: this is the only remains or distinct evidence of
the position of a doorway on the whole site, These walls appear
to have belonged to a large rectangular enclosure and to be the
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earliest walls on the site, belonging to the first period of early work.
There are nc remains of any east wall to this enclosuré. In the
northern part of the south wing there is, between two rows of bases,
a sinking cut in the rock 11 ft. 6 in. long, some 4 ft. 6 in. wide and
about 2 ft. deep, in the bottom of which is a circular sinking g 1/2
in. deep, and in the sides there are two grooves, Its exact purpose
seems uncertain, but it may have formed part of a bath used for
ceremonial purification.

It has been suggested that the Great Entrance on the east side
of the Great Quadrangle, leading as it does directly into the Inner
Court, was used for great processions or important occasions. It
is, however, probable that the general body of worshippers would
approach the Temple from the south — or sca-side, where the road
of communication between the port of New Paphos and the dis-
tricts along the sea coast runs. They would then enter by the
portico already mentioned into the South Stoa from which a flight
of steps probably led up to the Central Hall, and from this point
there would be access fo the Inner Court and various chambers.

Such then is a description of the excavations made at the
Temple of Aphrodite, as they exist to-day. As they stand, it is
practically impossible to identify from them any of the structures
portrayed on contemporary coins and engraved gems, but as we
have already stated, the shrine itself has not yet béen found, and
it is this shrine with its famous aniconic symbol of ithe goddess
that appears on the coins and gems. v

Though the Temple of the goddess Aphrodite has long va-
nished, her memory stll ingers on among the population of .C_V-
prus, and one can, even now, occasionally hear the expression
Panagia Apkrodmssa as an epithet now applied to the Panagia
Theotokos,

0.H.E. Khs. Burmesier.





