U

bgm _
J}?\ ‘-53,;\5 w\}

4 : ‘

jLi
'|I\F

W

I

A

\_ Y

&l als]
14£A
rlor 325 op A vl A

LI 36

i"-""':(-:‘:.’.l -

SPETE



K e o pl A Wb e
Rackc JaN1 G s,b dalg ha Yt
r_,”-" J.r: ‘j -‘_J-nsn?ly ;JL.‘.!—_'“

(VaEA e 43 5) ypmA i



dsY 5.6 ke
W N N P=S

LSV di)l.us_ét
Woo v Ul e e el &l s ST R Y sl

el din o ge sty — U 33
FA- AA L B S o b il syl
HJJHJJ!L“:»UJL e ol ;.1:11-] AUl
Mot o PR PIR DS
\em A ab ool N GG,
an — AL e 33,a8CY

TS L R (W5)p syiall plh
AR T I 2 \-JJ;IIJ-,J.JL.)?‘ i.ﬂ...l.ﬂ.”

YYR-—AnyY :l:;l_l.“ u)..i” .\..c.d_.ﬂl: 4:5)‘;} j-..ll

AVAYeA A . bl y Gl
vt bl IS sl e, B
YelodaY L. ..... ol S sl PRSP
YeoXeY L. ... kk L_;La.llf.;lluojﬁ

il g s YN gy
YeA=Yer ... ... VALY € a3 Gl

W65 el ooyl 55 Al
5 pas (53] e 0F ),:(.ﬂl

J =5 SN

s u-ﬁ J){-“-"l

T ST W T ==
Sy ot 55
ol arl e

(5 gaalh 22 ] SRV
Gl o 3yl

.r(. :‘.i pdl e el

395yl de az 5 S

- o ==






(\)Qg}ﬂlaugdgﬁfmﬂ

o 2l lally Of o Wl S e 0 -l i ) (5
e (S ol by ¢ ey 5 N SLD G Lol g o
s e

bl Ob S o sl i sl pls 12091 57U
o S e b w (O mzadl) PLITs ol Bt Tty B e
astey 32N O Oy

3 el Jl ot sy Vsl > Joleo A 1AW B
Lioy A9 Ue oo B 35T b by ol S am O G
Ayl oy LT LW G A0 85 Jany ol ol I

ob 1 ¢ GG Ll el 2 Slea ) WL I 5 U
13l s % 5L S o Bl lew Yy 610 5ls M 1o 0
SETT L vy L o 23 € Gl ol old iy
3 i‘UI (—obf- sl 6aloy 0 dms 29588 1y 500 d et OF )
WD Bles A p 0ma diey Llts LG Ullaly L 5
TR RRO CLJCE Y VPR RN EIVIICH 2 HIgoP
citif vves i Gy ¢ oo G L st U il B Ly
AII 2l o bl B p s sl

Ly e ot 0,8 1Y Gl 0 30 G g 0 LAY S
Zoab y Al o Wl gk 3 J> AR & O 3y SVl 303 Vi 59

S e s SaF b alo 1 an Lo i yey LK) talall s 51e p oo pe (1)
VALAL ol Tl 3ot b 2ad JoWI sl o pimey L 51 sl 55




ol GULe Jo bl Ll ; Laet G By a3 il o
g 8 cpiote AT TRT 0 logdat o0 65 T il et
el 657 cp e by el G ACYl b ¥
(u iyt ver s LA Sty . SCTLBY Slad) saely Ll
4_...J.1u_aL.;ls ba g W 9 Sy Juigl}oullrsu_;.h 3 it Ul
od s @ g Wl colsg vwae y....auoj-ll s Jas 2 syl
e P e b B G Wy Ly e ¢ 0 AAY
A
Uan SIS 3 T B AT T ity s L e 25
Sl s @ 4l G o el by 1S3 ol il 55 U dy Shasls
S L Lagdl B s N Jalyd o 587 LBT ol B e
ol e s e Jr gy el Al LS el ke
ndo Lok ey oy L SV Jod U el ookl o 350
aucal ) B8 0 By 210 T Lyl L2 Ol 1ys'esly bl
IO e Do e hymiiy 25 e g e 5 e e
A G 7 G ek Y50 N I e Sl ) B
e T Ve i LS e, Wl G e Uy 2
b byssl ol 3y Q?‘_"f_, ¢l s ) gr il Sl G LY
o Sl A ALLB | Bl Jos o 35l Gy oy L™
L}:ig‘ ‘.H.L..a ! (Encyclopedie de Flslam) ‘-}L.."Jhiu < a3
(i ,m,«.,ux‘i,.u,ﬁm)_ou%uluuw,uuuwuﬁn.»
proms lldos loaded oy B A1 O3 200 A e e d ey



Ly Lo %5 balaad a8 e e d1 s o fally AU 3 oplas ]y
ol o ALY l»J,.xp;IJLIé;

O bl s Lty ae G b w0l Sl e BT e
3 rf_JL-J&PCJJJ A rf\:'l’h’.'l byl ol o om sl am
L Gl o Jo a3k G dgstes 2y Lty il y Eon
l,;LO.J.B‘PJ‘:T,L__.:).JI.T.ﬁ/O.r,b-l:.Jrr:;‘l;,;du‘_&:fjl}g
SR P NS

St g el oo 3LV ey £ gl e il o il
s all ol LU!JLJU,;LV'L:_L.»L:L_..\JICU«.-MJGJ
Umew,_iiw_,sfu,.,m I PRI [N
sk OF il 4z JUE ¢ Yo b Y e s 5101
o 87 e O gt Xl ot 8 Bl e L

pur i £ 23 p e (N G 2100 3 g W e
Ll g2 ol (Lo 1ok gule L 2587 Tof 1 2l o
-L:--‘L.-L;Jd,suo){.bc_, o cﬁa)lbldlrpdpjﬂ.ﬂd}mh
« &l 33 )-’-'“rl’}“-‘lﬁfﬁulu_;—l—-'u"’lu"y PR PPRAE:
ST G s Y 3L LlsT I,-.L_qulr.,... 5 s ] L.uf-l..l
J.sL,_,é,_;a;LuL;Ls,;,uLa.aldlu);ﬂ,uum,uj!
SHlay o) &9:“]_{3 AW Sgd ooy Sl Y
L,L_. S M A Sltte G gy ] e J Y] duL(, S
LL},cq,b-u\Jl..loLmer(Iu\(wl uuu.h'ﬂu\n, 4l

.(L’historien parlial)



> e A o gl 8 20 Ve e 28 e
0 T e e Rl SN i3y &5 0yl
Lo S G 5y 3Ll aally Sd] Jos (o)) & pad
Wi 2 T sy Lt 2 3 B2l 61 oo AT,
.LL.*J:)J.,.::!) A A e .L,I, JL‘H e o (J;a-uh-)ua)\»l.
L_L,.J.., e, Y $0 g ool o o p KTy Gl s e (Syria) L s
-‘91 \_).3.opuLli-e.;iMuL.nlL}yuﬁcoL.-wl.‘;d
s (LN 5 ) 5 (sl J,)d;dﬁj,#utf,,,g)m(L
AT ool Yo sl B A LK) B

e L) A 1 51 485 el T G0l Li

3 057 d 4 Lg;\.\..n AN s a2 o) § 6y 4L
de sl g i By oo s M ;U-‘J|wd.c\?-ﬁ.4:1;‘_}.mllr!=,1
S i s J}L @l Gaged Gl $3l5 Bpanpaly 3
C e qiqﬁwdp,&,wl.uwm ey
J...ucu',-a_h...(ﬂuaf“u e P R 1 E T Ty
Wl aslaadi JeN a7 L A 61y - oslady A JE
GO Gl BMe LY o il lines el S-S oY -@L-,
ot poadl ,;-_,UL.L;J,A;«J:L,.&P\JIBA,;L&G(\}L.—YIQMG
s s Gt il a ot e s 131 1 G Gyl U
o“d,,@.f,,n,;,.ui,J.l.x,.ﬁ_;,A_L.uL\Mu_d,u,.adL.,

wwb\ll&l,d,llﬁlcﬂm JUER alyc‘l.(,.-cl"-
SHL d LAl ulsiw uﬁuu _,..5/5 |)9 T CJ;‘_;DL.-I



12y SLY Mz Lol A Loy i L0 A Tl

A e ) 20v d Al oMb ke 48y LAWY s Ml

ol Lo L3y s Ll e Sz 1y 7 oY L
6t il Lt Ll Al o Al 53k Lline By LT 5 L
b 3 Y Ja b oles Wi Gl g Gy 4y )
S e e e dhete Bkl Ly +ca 315,20 Lin By
W L0y Ly 1 Ola B Ugh Oy 5 sl olat Loy o
G o3 57l wdly ¢ Tl W LT 95 0952 Uy a5y s L
L...J“ Mab 3 ob Ll,pl |3 525 85 Oy )u_m..lu,f_ ) 3
Wy a0 iJ...I By Oy LY G5y L;._.,ub/u’)’(,
cl,.ln gy l)lLs\JIubJ.,,uL B 2l g :uJ.,L;cuI

L ﬂj"h—a;ﬂ.!ljl 4l g A6 ;J)IL&CJub/ulufl'g;
4::_3\1!)4:1.”[47{

A 0k 88 Sl A yae iyl e s ] 25
S iy ke Olyos UG b Slilias Al oy e ol o) S”
la dny f.}L.Yld., A OWG ey a5y ol e ds e &b pey
¥ b v ed st I}w{«..lgw..d O st by 9o Slasan fin
Ml it ol sl T 5 et e 0l e
CA ey u"IJ’G’(_‘J{dJ)L‘y' tLo.'ﬂlrj;::L..ljt_,Jaﬂd)L.\ll
il e 2 b AT s ¢ b il ST 28 0 ope 2l
Lo 03 ell o 676 320 3t 33,68 VB Ay s
M e Y €l By el b6 e ity S 28, -



Jt;____)rul.u-l O 3 bos o Wl s ol o 52y 5 0l
uhL(,d.L:-(_;r..ﬂ.x,

3 s Sl sy ijjégrf:’:fd‘-‘ﬁl O i O ezl g
¥l s gy il Wk G S e s )
et 2 B W ol g yW1 ol dule 5 e 25 i L
S SV el U SN e 3 o5 83 4 Shes Ly Y
- Sy G O pedi Wy IS

ey gl a2 i) 23 2 A0 ade il o o £ 0
Gyl SV ooy dy ol ) G o] sl LSV QU
ol T g

T C,p,a..JL..L...Jqu,.Jw.‘_,I,.:ﬂleralu.,
SN Al s o s 1553505 o o5lol LolSE 7 LT
lizdy Wabals By W1 G4 de Je oo Slehine 2y oYl
AR RIS NPT I S S S g
el sttt 23 ST Gl i O oy 3] 23
Jdolsg u@,ﬂ|;>ug¢vm4,ﬁ,sc,,,w«(;)1lm
u,dug,ugwf(l,«.,).n. 28 A iy By .x....!.lc-ul.u
30y G LN 5 s 38 Sl dy do i polall o 15,50
d Ly :Llsﬁylgyhﬂdlwﬂl{ﬁ, el ddie
Vit AT 4y a3 J1 e SN GTA 15 s 25 il
A 65 e Sl o 20 0 48 =6 (L) ot 8y e,
A p 5y 255 Y o200 e s LY G YT



s by 0 G pala sl o 4 b s ety el
lel;l.c.‘_,_)jom_)}al-Ll))ylﬂ‘-._)li)o-lbl_’.;}d}.oi |r)>‘gjf>La:i|Jﬁi
IER NP PRICK e N . SV RPN @ [ F AP O
3 MeDoYa bl 0l Ll ol 25 o cmlall G e 55 €Y
r)Lu:il CJ!JG_, .:l:JL..J’)U L;}Ld&lrhaionﬁ_hiqioc:c:.éljylﬂj

K A g e T 206 i e o] (D et

Ty 238 O ey VIl e ) a2 e ol Ve
AL 5 lp0] 4yl b .ubwufﬁu,luwul)ulu.ﬁ,
NORL ¥ N VPV PR NS PO 255 b s oyl 4
dU_!)J_JlulJLﬂ-ulblLS:-I_JJ-J]"«.o-b-dUal»I.UJLSb-.LI)h._Ub
Ji Al bl Ji5 o Wl 38 Doyl Ly 338 ¥l 4l
Lf,..ud.u.ll., L.LYLr.L \f-.buIJLJ”n.LbL.:-lal)msbe‘il
WS4 ,.JL...Qi'JaL; 550800 4] @037 Lonslizy Flza 215 Lo
ol tiod ey a3 4 pall Gl % SV (0 0 4 Lt
ST B e e Opl, W At s KCY
@,ﬂydu{l.ocnluljﬁjhﬂlﬁ-ml—lb’lthb}KYh‘d,"wﬂL
A e s 4545 oy o g il ol 5 e J JBL e
O3 - ol 6 e g ] UL g Bt Bh O ¢
uﬂlwb.b-d&,uldu:buﬂ’dw)ﬂ]Minuc-dl.l.uwld
‘_L_;ua,,;l,m,m.mrt.m;.t..mucl,{m ¢ o, G ol
des o o548 Gawy ¢ 130 ‘UJA-C‘IBL-YI‘UJLC‘[}_)LJI‘J:}QJITJJI”



L 2 Sl e A e | WM s s, fia ol
AN G ol yy B §5 5 ar W W1, LA S by o
Ly Y o e Y5 48w 7 5ol 30 ade s ) LY
i A3 G ezl 620 U L o g T e
ol ot g B oy i 0 G 01 Ty T A it o
W58 St s G 303l 5 Sl 20, ra A e
B G R W U B P SR O TP
U O e 26 iy Gl 4 555 G 5T o il
b2 TG g Gmdl O J S5 T S e O e
VIR RPN GTE- g R RY PR R I L
sl Gt &N

22388 Tawnlor ity 131l &y S il Al G i s
A By e IS G a}_&l..i,_t(i:‘,‘_,.ll_,:f_gb/,
Gladl AWy Sl iy G Ol oY P il 5
K A5 ey sl By sl Slpos g s ol 5l
o oY e LY G G 4l elio o o o2l s 5000 G Uk
2981 G iy . W e )5 L e i Ogh T 4de
A ety AR Sy oI pet sy 2y o SV
LS 0 gm0 T s Uy ) o g
ANCE g IR IR A

Sf\.ﬂldi{”"llhurl oY Osby el STl pzdl ey
VAT 13 V8 ey B8 e G B 6 oty 0y 8L 4,



T W gy nandd e Jil AS73) 502 3 ) Bl 5K
op il ol ©ajls ol ol .mg&gundim;ﬁflﬁ-a..@vﬂ:g
s)lsl e .L_.;;I‘_;mpuld.uu_wm Y ol sbls
5 Ltny Lo g Al Mly et 3 52l t@&@i.@‘&.&-l
LWL )l Je oty @1 Bl 3l G Bl o Bimead G
B3 e iz Lo ) 3 0750 ol o Bl Sl ] 3
.L:;l;t;?u.ﬁl.;rgl‘juu'ﬂ, Al s ol s o L G
a.mUa){.as,‘_}}ldﬂluﬂhnguu&_csﬂlgs)—ﬁlub

(’M!wdoL}.Jng)@lL‘Puhqujalew;_;LJJJ
S bealls Ly 55l ok £ 1 les Lol e Bl oW e
: R PERIRE BACl] F‘ SAelhly ogatll it pud

G S a3 Al 55 7395 S el B0V 3 s ey
) Je Y 1 B ) BV LWl 6 48 e oy 46
Ordlply ualtdly gy pall e WL e Ol st 3y 4 Jo(_ﬁ)
3 ‘dnu-]od'ﬂ -_ala'l‘ih_;e_rm b3 7355 2t -uJI:"JI J,.Y! o é
ol o ete W 756 N1 AL 0 L 5\ O A 8 GAT
b e b &85 e Jadl iy stanlr ST 9 s ST L gl ¢
MR g ¢ 2l Je oo Js e J# 0L J5 4 5 J# Loy b
.E.;SLJ"JI 3 inly 4> i Gl d

L] e m,aUl-L.._,.dI(_;uml,Luldlru;;u.m;d.ﬂ,,(f
3 5oy )Wy oY oo € 46 s Rty B 1l 5588551



Y *dufo)-.&io.u.@jgo_,«&ﬂwbu_&}l,&l
Ll ales L.lc\_.nu.,(uL}.z:, r—-l)du\.llcaj‘_}wum
Jrssome 32> J,l o AL do layd 4B o «u.d,lngluY! ady
A b e S aulod 3 o e BT O 5 U gl
uj.n_,.{ ey Lg@u\ﬂlm e 4B
u“" NI JEa_J g 2l LG dLL;,»Jl ol (33 i
weL(u._C_,.a)}Gl& L.-LJ_,JJ uJJI,(J(u*J: F.l Jeans
e JosS u,..-ll.uu.(,,.AU.M e Ul G agns ot 41 Y]
St G s rl-.-}{: wably 4l u_,;]‘i-ﬂlus\-a dlrlu =il
FLK’L:J.L;:J, 3l Jlmwﬁldbuubuul odn e ltad L,U.P
e Slek, WJ:IJ%-(WM Jl) d;w\!t
3 r iz S <kl njlbgj‘ci ol ::U_,J..:»-._;\LL fUa.Jlf‘j_”
Cada S )5k Wye Lz i Gl ) o Al LY ST o ke
r»v—-’-ﬂ?ﬁd‘wfcu'-ﬂéuﬂa (3-‘1_)90:\-1“!1.[[ g N

owu.dﬂﬂiw e oS5 o 1 sl A o 5L gt
4;_,-_54 uf_LuJallufJiuUu-;mJ\meJUb Lol G
3ol 8 g oY e LUV L gy &t 15 3y 36T
ZB3p 8 265 GBI ) GVl e dons 4uie by ol Jobe L
QLPJWJ’J;‘-J'G%J’U\JWUL( U..ﬁbll.l,.)_,,a..(ldd
287 JE s Joy ity s J;J(ufu G S P 4l
rmels 6 ol oy Yoy a3 Sl B 51 5631 T
558 2 il pall Sl r 5l 5 el S By 3l
. s



——.\\l_

LUV 0 ol PLly ST e ol e &G § Tl 2 5,
e uof.lmu.d;ms...mwduhc,:w Pt )L«)KYI,
3 K Y sl DLy Ll o sy ekl Jooo o 2
o s e cr 03 0 S5 g by Gl 57 0 0139
e s) 5l Sy oyl Jab 0l s Sl a3k or S
Bholy G SedlooleSTy 3l el SO Bl s (53
k) ,al, Yo e bl e 3 L rL:» o Ml s
(Ilasils ,:sctu; Gl Jo o) Gl e Y ) Sl
oY rla-u) @l ol d\" f‘}u B plly Olie CJ‘ A
b5 el ol el s PYRIISTEL sl (Sl le)u;;,!-l
JL"\‘“*-’L{J@‘#“%J-%” el bl 15 oY ST 2l lans
G oY Jadly M G 0 e Y 5 pe oI gy pldl Y
odon oo Vlile 2 el ol Dl e nl LS sl g2 £l

Sl S o il gk

SRR P EEIS I [PRUA I O g [P

S m,ul,_!ﬂl,u)allu»r)tﬂlr Slde ol e
JL.ul} ‘LAI s adl L_;r-i ‘UJ-.” sl Jb)ull ('\\\"’ﬁ 4y _)|.'>‘ ‘l‘\'dd
e b 7 AT Lo ) il 311 1 G2 o0 LY 5T
NN IR NS LR SRR FEY
03,5-Sa 535 W V1 WG O Ly WU YT 3 BUbly 2t ool L
2 Al 31 e S o oy Lo §751 5 ) mes oLl oo



—_— Y —

st L2 G ) A el 5 o 7L (I
gl St S s o Loy ol 2y il 1ol ollely plo
.L.i[j\s/ré/}}:f.ﬁuobv-gsylui& "Ce-;;].._,.T).UJ-I

2 RISVR |,b/rpf(| o Ay Wl UB/U.QL,
l;lu—..] slam ‘_HJlJ:Yl oUWl > £y L1 Bl . e WS
L@;d\.c\sb ____‘)JaL,-L}sldrfwl.bJJ-!uLJl Iwba.b.\illd..:.
sy Ol daze 2 By 2l Jal g S oy A o 067
-b JLJ!MLMLMIfKIdLaJ.L.LIa)LL;GiLuAaL.Jo,

>wua|wumy, el e ] Gl SR o il e
f."JIJ,:-(_glr..!::..c_l 5y Y oe S 3l Ol s gz o A o 3
oo o Bl el Vs ol V1 oS sl 25N
e ol it s o G e .u,l.n.n hie LGl e Jii s
Jo ol sy gl f‘d‘h—“'u“b/t,r\ﬂ oS gy s ¢
ey J_..aﬁd Jl.d-l‘_,cljﬂjr,p)l..-(_;l}.xmul ,Jluj.il.t.l
oy ok 151 U il Wl O L;,:K\lelrﬂhdlﬁhpg.,.UI
b ol

— lpIJLl Ll o _,....lll.toa)«..;r!;ulu\ﬂ}».ll(_,.uls.m)

4.,).Jlul.=!-l)c.u.a!lr)'u‘ﬂ L CJL“ deld dobzall L) ALel 3l
o e 55 8 e ol 1S5 ekl s oo T 2 5 pal Sl ohss
ity Il & e Y A 20 il e o g 25
L2501 S g 1 33 I Bt gy AT e 23 e
olahs s L oI Skll Ll g sl il STULALL 3 350 L



FTCH A % N GRRTY BUOPS W 3 WP P W BN
Mzl o g o elptedus gl y ol (G ol St e
RRTRVAR PRI - [ Y 5! D
o ol o O Loy ¢ty 35l e Sy )l 5 i oLl B s
el G el Lo L e Gl o oY prinles 4 e Lege bl
ey J6 . crmagll o 2wl Yy q,jc B Jyes B G 22y
RO VLI A FONICES UL g ¢ B APY PR PV
B LB e e I i KT i 1] e B 20
G b O B o Y Y e o Lol st 1 K3 850N
o e NI

el ol ol b T Rt Yy dale Llist 4 0 3N,
AT oA ey 0y Lin §6 1yl 320> G g M A
B 103 TG 1 B oo el ] s @) o
Caaely 3 BK[‘P\;:J;, [FRPL P

Gzt Colall DlS” 25 (6 o SN Y] g e s

)‘.(TJJ ;Jhulha_(}y.\“ LU—IL;J).EUKJ@L_;LJ;_,-‘?;
o pad By N i i 66 QB T QUL o o )
Yl o b 3 W Obdl oo b0 I Ohpall A gy
Sl slact oS30 S e e 2l Loy AN gl e § 2
et oy (L Bbet) ST e el id O S
%L;T) AN b S WY o3 b el &y 4 as S
il s O g2y OF 3 el L2 o YL e o (Ol b



—_— g —

o I g Lz ey e G 5 LD U5V 0 31 JST T
A 55 438 Gatal Jum By Bousd iy e o S 10
@Al
LsJPJALL}»rUlLJ;-_, P Js dln(u.u:._s\.{

Ao uu}k. L*atJ.Lu_;b/JﬁJI WG A ey s 1is Jn
o e & (lus ’(_L"U“" u!(c-t.:-j_,oju'ﬂl By |.L=L3n>JUm\
ol A .._,1{ -u,c.lr.-‘ﬂu_)u-uu/ﬁ)cgsfglwgﬁil
‘J,Ll‘,.afulal.t_;g,u.l.wldu:..l_ll .,_,.:D',}l.c;}” 3L?r>|),
B3 paspy 2 ogid i pims DS ey gy LY 520 L
sl B gl Lk ool by el Buall) 5 1Bl 075
875 23y At o Yy Bl S G i S By e
e S O MBI B G A e

J6 g § e o670l

¥l A il abs e el s Bl

£ S s n g5 3T sy s W S50 b
@i S Y ey ik oY le oS Lo Yol il
Sy u‘s‘uJJ E L F PRI uﬁu‘-b—;” u;-lru\-(s
MGl e &> sy o8 L] o] ) b e Gy ol
0575l e uan A8 (0wl L o B O e e ey Wt W
.l:.sYl; ol 6 2 ey L 5] L,JJLIJ;J}Yl 313 4.-.:\.:_»,_3(_;').1:.
G Y Slably s 0l Jo or 5 6 26 b Seud] uan
PRPET & led & pall 00 &rslso & &all ol by sy 3
Ualbl el p2 Jand S8 Gy &y Al gl e 15 8



_..‘g_-__

¢ 5oy WM 3t o ptll g o 5ball cad BV ey
(Sheslly M) WY Al 10y g 1 Al ey Sy ol
20 Vo B e 5 s 1 LY e G ) SV ol
5 83 5 AL el k] dd Lo ool Wil oo ) e $10)
S 08T 925 Y By I G G s o oo 1 S 1S
= QT@M;L&BM%A]EEL-&&EI‘;@AL At
Al ady 4oyt 5T % b A le om0
e iol iy (5 LT, ol iy b 31 U s 5 ¢
RGN
gy oS A1y Sty iAo 2 £
AT GeisE 483 0 U1 3 ¢ Lo 3 @_ﬂll,.o}_;,\,;b ot
LY :,:..CU ARl L PR 43 (_qlll_;L—J,-J..._,l}‘Tg el
or b s ol S o Ty 8 T Rl G b B A
Azl ol Y OB Olhes 2t 4 wtie odusdl e 8 > 52A
HAISGL 25 5y e ¢ stnal DL 3 13l ¢ 58N bl
28 QY2 SN 3 Gl 7, s A pr o Y
S 5y Kl d L o g ¥ i L e gills oW
G o o o ool ey Gl 7 il el G VB Gy A
A 5m BUYL L 181 OlT )b oo 5L i3kl LY
e st o by ol e G gl ey ok
#2313 JUSC8 lgd 4 ool U STy 1) 0oy i oY s
A G oyl el o Jen S Ol6ay  pitay Juogn VI
23 G dder Doy b £ ITO5W oyl of il 5



de gy ¢l S e sl A oy omd)y 1 g
Ao gVl o el 5 2 01 o e Sl s
3 - SIS e bazih o) ol 5 i) )ty ¢ o
dL-u“ oreall g e A LLU AU 25 o Do o R
Sl oSO GO s ST e 5l
iy gdly dms Jls f,:KuYI, sl UYL, & AL ALY Sl
rr PN G s i By G 0575 3 0 %l Gt A
Sz atlan s 4 Moy bsgmy hykilals 3y o p Iy e Al
uﬂ]u&wa}_p_, oGyl J\.} slazYl, d)h.-”c_)aj 2Ll
i adallodnagtly el s Far JJbs ¢ r}Lw U b 10l
_,5.1 £ bk La'l_,, sLdy, Al ach ol Ok

o2 dade Gl e e e T OV Gl g

ll 33 sl oL £ 1> oF 48 ot LWLy L W™

Joll ol S eV T 8y sl 0 W g 2dY
Copis ol Y Ghill el

Lty e b 2 6 05 N sl Al e i R gl e
SN W Lot e alidy Ls'.Ll;.rhlj‘Jlf’l,-T_,Lyﬂl._,»Jula-,
58 By S L (3 <G sl &-"-ff'.a gﬁmb—-ﬂ' (e
S 3 B O gl ] Wk o o 0 Y 8 o
uJ_LIL;L,I;;L}.;)I LS.-}JC-.J[L’@J! ulb/,«,bl..sluau..L;L{
Jdl 45 L;L..eii J,,L..iwlum, e 3 i a5y Ao JsY AL
e G2



| ;,mu u..s, rm ,(;u..l, L_.J,r,,,ul,r,,!,.lﬁ,r,
uj_auﬂ.lJl.,..fulLLllrJ,,Alﬁlwu«,JlaJUI Lr.rrr;ht‘l
e Oy 4T

Je o e



— VA —

Jal s ds
AU 2520 ppadl o8 i la e 35

<655zl al Al 58

| @),ﬁuo.jl);l,?g\ll.U|a,=a,p,_;}amuig,bcl=...i;.i\l
Sy W S e G I el ol ¥ 38 oy gl
oyl el G e Y1 s A2 l,L-L.(-:.pl SN PN
K ae 055 UG 43 0 o bs 3 W5 5 0
el IS Gregrd W LY 5 o I R s STl
QUHL Bl s 2 o o 1 Ul Bty ll i s 2 T iy Uy 3 ot
(V55 1) auldh 2 i € L de F(\)Q_,.:-)ru de gl o
G4l e Ja 4,1,,,6 (259 01 3 gl pae 31 Uzs 155
u,.LI,AJ,I.JILC.I;_{%,@JL:-JMAJ@JHUJJJW
Al 3 e Y H’éoc:‘&u'ﬂ'd“:‘f-é(u
el G A UYL S 5 5r 5N gy G2 s, SH
Dy S ol ol bl — ool sy (2,31 plal ol 18 — Y8
B gl
elyius Joy o e pell (5 g2 )] g d e ol LS
G osH e A U o]y dW el 3140

(1) J. De Morgan, Recherches ¢ur Les Origines de U Egypte. L'Age de
La Pierre et Les Métoux. Fig. 3. Paris 1896.
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(1) W. F. Hume and O. H. Little, Raised Beaches and Tervaces pof
Egypt in Report of the Commission of Pliocene and Pleistocene Terraces,
Union Geographique Internationals p. 11, 1928,
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(1) Joha Ball, Contributions to the Geography of Egypt, Ceiro 1939
pp. 31, 32, 39 and plate 8.

(2) Omar Toussoun, Mémotre sur I’Histoire du Nel, t. 3 1925 plan-
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exchange of compliments, of presents, of diamonds and of assurances, of
mutual respect and admiration has practically led to o state of real in-
timeey between Germany and Turkey which has never before cxisted and
which gives the Sultan o welcome excuse for leaving his ways umended.»
March 82, 1882. F.O. G4, 1005. No. 102 -, Taff: An Ambassador to
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Dr. Busch has told me (privately and confidentially} that
although Prince Bismarck had not felt at liberly to separate him-
self officially and depart from the attitude assumed by Count Kal-
noky and m_de Giers in regard {o sending instructions to their
representatives at Constantinople, His Highness has nevertheless
instructed him to speak privately to the Turkish Ambassador Sa-
doullah Pasha in the sense desired by your Lordship and that he

had abready done so, and recommended hir to advise his Govern-
ment not to exaggerate the effect of the naval demonstration but



to abstain from interference and confide implicitly in the policy
and good intentions of England and Frances. (1).
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«The Turks had a way of their own of pac1fy1ng their co-reli-
gionists; they gave their agents a sword in one hand, and 3 bag
full of decorations in the other, money in every pocket and told
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them to make the best of their chancess.(1)
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«Prince Bismarck had always agreed that a difference of
opinion with regard to Egypt was inevitable and his earnest desire
_ was not to foster such differences when theysprang up, but on the

contrary to contribute as far as was is his power towards the
continuance of the Anglo-French alliance which he has always
welcomed as a guarantee of peace in Europes. (2)
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THE SARCOPHAGUS
OF

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

e —

This paper is the substance of a lecture delivered before the
Faculty of Arts on March 27th. 1947. In preparing it for publi-
cation I have benefited much from comments and suggestions
made by several friends, notably M. Drioton, Dr. Tarn, Professor
Sidney Smith, and Mr, I.LE.S. Edwards to whom my best thanks
are due. T am also specially indebted to Mr. Alan Rowe who has
generously communicated to me from time to time the progress
of his important researches into the history and monuments of
Pharaonic Rhakotis which will shortly be published in the
Annales dy Seryice des Antiquités. The present paper is to be
regarded as an attempt to reconcile fact and tradition and is here
published as a basis for discussion pending the discovery cf
further archaeological evidence.

Alexander the Great after the capture of Tyre is 332 B.C. and
the submission of the rest of Phoenicia and of Cyprus marched on
Egypt which was still held by a Persian satrap (1). It was essen-
tial for him to secure thesé countries before he marched eastwards
against Darius and the heart of the Persian Empire, because Persia
drew its naval strength from those seaboard countries and Alexan-
der could not afford to Ieave behind him a hostile fleet which might
cut his communications with Macedonia and Greece and make his
posmou difficult. In Egypt too he was likely to be well received.
Egypt had never submitted tamely to Persian domination and the
history of Persian rule in Egypt is a history of revolts and of
Persian reconquest. The Greeks in their immemorial feud against
Persia had always been ready to lend aid to the Egyptians against
their hereditary foes. The successful stand made by the two last
native Egypian dynasties, the xx1xth and xxxth had been
strongly supported by Greece, To assist Tachos of the latter dy-
nasty Sparta had sent her aged king Agesilaus to command the
land forces and from Athens had come Chabrias one of her best
known admirals. It was barely more than nine years since in
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341 B.C. Artaxerxes Ochus had succeeded in reducing Egypt once
more. Alexander was thus hailed as a deliverer and the Persian
garrison caught between his army and the Egyptians in constant
unrest surrendered at discretion. Alexander as usual behaved in
the most conciliatory manner. He worshipped the Egyptian gods
who had been insulted by the Persians. At Memphis, where he
paid due reverence to Apis who had been dishonoured by the
Persians, he was probably proclaimed king, After descending
the river towards Mareotis he paid his famous visit to the shrine
and oracle of Ammon, as the Greeks called the Egyptian god Amen-
Ra, at Siwah. His motives in doing so are obscure. Greeks, es-
pecially the Cyreneans, had long been accustomed to consult the
oracle of Ammon and it is possible that Alexander having been
hailed as King of Egypt and consequently like all kings of Egypt
qualified as son of Amen-Ra (z) wished in order to calm possible
Greck objections, to have his title confirmed by an oracle familiar
to the Greeks and often consulted by them. Ammon recognised
him as his son and thus the legitimacy of Alexander as King of
Egypt was divinely acknowledged by a god worshipped both by
Egyptians and by Greeks, On his return to Marcotis Alexander
laid the foundations of his great new city, Alexandria, on the site
of the ancient Pharaonic Rhakotis with its adjacent port Pharos.
Like so many Hellenistic and later foundations Alexandria was
not an entirely new city built on virgin soil, but an ancient city
refounded. enlarged, and magnified, as Pagasae became Deme-
trias, as Cardia became Lysimacheia, and, best of all perhaps, as
Byzantium became Constantinople.

Among the remains of Greak literature which have come
down to us is a History of Romance of Alexander the Great (3).
This in the form in which we have it is not oldér thun the third
century A.D., but most critics are of the opinion that the kernel
of this Romance dates back to Ptolemaic times and is in the nature
of a2 popular tale of Alexander’s life and exploits composed in
Egypt and based on historical facts. It is, we might say, the
earliest historical novel. This is the Romance of Alexander which_
has spread all through the Orient and through Europe and has
been translated into almost 2ll the languages of those regions, in-
cluding for instance Ethiopian and Armenian and it is known from
the British Isles to the Malay Peninsula. The romance, which is
usually well informed about Egyptian conditions, says that Rha-
kotis was an important town and the capital of a district which
inciuded sixteen towns. This is confirmed by Mr. Rowe’s recent



researches into the monuments and history of Rhakotis which in-
dicate that it was the key fort and town of the northwest frontier
district towards Libya probably from xvirith dynasty times, cer-
tainly from the Ramessid age. The early harbour works observed
by M. Jondet {4) oif the northeast end of Pharos island are pro-
bably also Pharaonic and at any rate suggest that Rhakotis and
its port were the main outlet for Egyptian communications with
Mediterranean countries. It was perhaps the ‘main-port of Egypt
for trading with Greek lands in the days of the xxvith, xxIxth,
and xxxth dynasties. The Samian (5) ship which relieved the
Theraean colony about 640 B.C. on the island of Platea was on its
way to Egypt and Pharos would be the first Egyptian port to be
reached by a ship coasting along castwards from Platea. Thucy-
dides too knew of Pharos (6). A port in northwestern Egypt
would be more snitable for communication with Greek lands than
one near Pelusium or Damietta, for these latter were too near Pa-
lestine, Syria, and the power of Persia. All the evidence available
indicates that Rhakotis was an important town under the later
Pharaonic dynasties, and not a wretched village as Hogarth be-
lieved (7). The scat of the xxxth dynasty was Sebennytos, but in
view of the close contact between the two last dynasties, the xxTxth
and xxxth, and Greece it is likely that Rhakotis was then almost
as important as Sebennytos, for it would have been the port for
external communication. These two dynatics depended so much
on assistance from Greece. The importance of Rhakotis in late
Pharaonic times is another reason in support of Alexander’s choice
of*it as the site of his new city.

Nectanebo II (Nekht-har-heb) (8) the last king of the xxxth
dynasty ruled well and successfully for eighteen years, He was
also a great builder and restorer of monuments and temples. He
apparently achieved a great reputation and was regarded as a
magician by Greeks as well as by Egyptians, as is shewn by a
Greek papyrus of the second century B.C. from Memphis (g).
The Persians is 343-342 B.C. drove him from the Delta and from
Memphis, but he succeeded in maintaining himself in Upper Egypt
till 34T B.C. He may have made Asswan his capital, for his mo- °
numents are conspicuous both there and at the neighbouring
Philae. Aftér 341 B.C. he vanishes from history. One tale says
he fled to Nubia where he died, but nothing is certain except that
the time and place of his death and burial are unknown.

Alexander who like all Egyptian kings since Hatshepsut was
qualified as son of Amen-Ra, called by the Greeks Ammon, as
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already stated, wished himself to be regarded as the legitimate suc-
cessor of Nectanebo II and the xxxth dynasty. Thus in the Ro-
mance we {ind two conflicting tales. One was that Alexander was
the son of Nectanebo 11 who had taken refuge in Macedonia at the
court of Philip 11 and had become the father of Alexander by
visiting Olympias in the guise of Ammon which he had assumed
by his magic. The other tale was that Nectanebo II though he
had fled from Egypt would one day return rejuvenated and deliver
his country from its Persian oppressors. Either of these tales
would serve to justify Alexander’s position as King of Egypt. He
was given royal titles and cartouches like all Pharaohs, and the
Ptolemies, who succeeded him, also had Egyptian royal titles and
cartouches. The Ptolemies too we know were crowned kings of
Egypt in the Egyptian fashion usually at Memphis, though we
know that on one occasion, that of the coronation of Ptolemy x1,
Auletes, the ceremony took place in 76 B.C. at Alexandria whither
the high priest journeyedispecially from Memphis (10). The Pto-
lemies completed or decorated many temples and monuments which
had been begun by Nectanebo IT especially in Upper Egypt, as
at Karnak, Philae, Asswan, Edfu, Dendereh, and Medamud. In
doing so they definitely associated themselves with the last king
of the xxxth dynasty ~Their ohject was to conform to Egyptian
opinion, custom, and religion and to consolidate their position as
kings of Egypt. In this they undoubtedly followed Alexander’s
broadminded policy of conciliation.

Thus far we have two clear points :-

a) Nectanebo II (Nekht-har-heb) was far from being an un-
important king and it seems certain that he died outside Egypt, at
all events outside Lower Egypt. As the last king of the last
Pharaonic dynasty he was invested with a halo of romance which
was cnhanced by his reputation as a great magician in popular
legend both among Egyptians and among Greeks.

b} Alexander, on being proclaimed King of Egypt and pro-
bably also crowned with due Egyptian rites at Memphis, naturally
was acknowledged as the son of Amen-Ra and so was regarded
as legitimate king of Egypt and successor of the xxxth dynasty and
its last king Nectanebo II. Alexander and his Ptolemaic succes-
sors encouraged this by a studied policy of conciliation towards
Egyptian religious belief and ceremonial (11).

There was in the Attarin Mosque in Alexandria a large (To feet
3 1/z long, 5 fest 3 2/4 wide, 3 feet 1o 3/4 high) and fine sarco-
phagus of breccia which served as a water tank for the ablution
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fountain. This was removed by Napoleon’s expedition of
1798, (12) but subsequently captured by the British at the same
time as the Rosetta Stone and taken to the British Museurn as spoil
of war (13)., The hieroglyphic inscriptions on the sarcophagus, the
lid of which is missing, could not then be read. Now that we can
decipher the hiersglyphs we know that this sarcophagus was in-
tended for Nectanebo II (Nekht-har-heb) (14). He can never
have been buried in it, for he did not die in Egypt, at least not in
Lower Egypt. 'Why then was his sarcophagus in Alexandria?
Mr. Rowe’s researches have emphasized the importance of Rha-
kotis in"Pharaonic times. Though, as stated, Sebennytos was the
capital of the xxxth dynasty, there is evidence that Rhakotis
maintained its importance under this dynasty also as is shown by
the monurnents of this period found in and about Alexandria.
Along these monuments there is in the Greco-Roman Museum
the sarcophagus of a prominent general of xxxth dynasty date (x5).
This and other funrerary monuments suggest that there may have
been in or near Rhakotis a cemetery of this period in which im-
portant officials and nobles were buried. Perhaps there were
royal tombs of the xxxth dynasty in the same cemetery. This
would account for the presence of Nectanebo II's sarcophagus in
Alexandria. As is well known an Egyptian king had his tomb and
sarcophagus prepared during his life time. If this was done in the
case of Nectanebo II and there was a royal cemetery of
that date at Rhakotis not only would a tomb have been prepared
for him, but a royal sarcophagus also, 'We do not know the burial
place of the kings of the xxxth dynasty and it may be objected
that if Sebennytos was their capital why should Rhakotis have
been chosen as their burial place, On the other hand we must re-
member that before Professor Montet's discoveries no one would
have ventured to predict that royal tombs of the xx1st and xxr1nd
dynasties would be found at Tanis (16). Itis therefore not impos-
sible that Nectanebo II was arranging for a tomb and sarcophagus
for himself at Rhakotis. The sarcophagus is so large that it is not
likely to have been brought from a great distance on account of
its size and weight. The builders of the Attarin Mosque would
hardly have brought it to Alexandrda from some other site in the
Delta or Lower Egypt, and Middle and Upper Egypt are further
away still. The Attarin Mosque was originally the Church of St.
Athanasius (dedicated porhably in the fourth century A.D.) il
the Arab conquest in 641 A.D. ‘when it was converted into a mos-
que. Its foundation inscriptions (17) state it was built in 1084 A.D.
and thus the traditions connectéd with it probably go back at least
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to that date. The tradition always connected with the sarcophagus
of Nectanebo II which was in the mosque for so many years is
that it was the sarcophagus of Alexander the Great. It was much
venerated by all, Moslems and Christians alike, as the sarcophagus
of the greal conqueror. It was owing to this belief that the French
and the British contended, so to speak, for possession of it. In
those days the hieroglyphs could not be read and when the hiero-
glyphs were ultimately deciphered through the researches of Young
and Champollion, it was believed that this was the sarcophagus of
Nectanebo I, because it was then thought that Nekht-nebf was
Nectanebo II. Now hewever, we know that Nekht-nebf was
Nectanebo I and we realise that Nectanebo IT (Nekht-har-heb) for
whom the sarcophagus was destined could never have used it, the
tradition attached to the sarcophagus assumes another aspect. Is
it in fact possible that the tradition that this was really the sar-
cophagus of Alexander correct? It is possible that it is correct.

If the assumption is right that Nectanebo II was preparing in
Rhakotis 4 royal tomb and a royal sarcophagus for himself there
would then have been there on Alexander’s coming to Egypt an
unused royal tomb and an unused royal sarcophagus waiting for
a royal tenant. So when Alexander’s body was brought to Ale-
xandria it is possible that the unused tomb and the unused sarco-
phagus of Nectanebo II were employed for his burial. The burial
of Alexander in that tomb and in that sarcophagus would have
linked him definitely to the xxxth dynasty. In Alexander’s day
and in Ptolemaic days the hieroglyphs could be read and if Ale-
xander had been buried in Nectanebo 1I’s tomb and sarcophagus
the inscriptions would reveal that fact. Popular belicf, as re-
marked above, recorded in the Romance held that Alexander was
either. Nectanebo 1I retumed rejuvenated to deliver his country
from thé Persians or else the son of Nectanebo II. In either case
Alexander’s burial in Necfanebo II’s sarcophagus would have
been appropriate. The son would surely have a right to inherit
his father’s sarcophagus, if unused, This might have meant a
change in the cartouches in the inscription and so far as we know
no change is observable, but it is possihle that the change might
have been made only on the lid which is missing. On the other
hand if Alexander were a rejuvenated Nectanebo II the sarco-
pPhagus would be undoubtedly his and no.change in the cartouches
would be necessary, although Alexander has his own cartouches.

When Alexander died he was wrapped in gold (presumably a
golden anthropoid sarcophagus or mummy case) and brought by
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Ptolemy I in a splendid funeral car to Egypt for burial (18). He
was at first entombed at Memphis and later either the first or the
second Ptolemy transferred the body to Alexandria where it was
entombed in a suitable royal sepulchre. Is it possible that Ale-
xander, and the Ptolemies after him, were buried in an old ceme-
téry of the xxxth dynasty at Rhakotis? If that cemetery were a
royal one then the mere fact that Alexander and the Ptolemies
were buried in it would make the Macedonian kings still more
Egyptian and emphasize their continnity with the Pharaohs.
Would the Greeks have objected to the bural of Alexander in an
Egyptian sarcophagus and in an Egyptian tomb? The Greeks and
Macedonians had already been obliged to accept many of Ale-
xander’s ideas about the union of East and 'West in the adoption
of Persian customs and in the marriage of Persian wives, Ale-
xander encouraged too the theory of divine descent or even of
actual divinity for kings and royalty. Greek hercic pedigrees
however in many cases go-back to divine ancestors. It is true that
there were some who protested like Callisthenes, but in general
apparently there was no violent opposition. We know too that the
Ptolemiés were crowned with Egyptian ceremonial, and appear
in Egyptiar. guise on Egyptian monuments and statues and Greeks
and Macedonians seem to have accepted this. The saine would
also probably held true in the Seleucid kingdom which included
Babylonia, another country with an immemorial religion and dee-
prooted religious ceremonies and customs.

)

Ever since hieroglyphs have béen read in the nineteenth cen-
tury A.D. scholars have unanimously rejected the idea that this
sarcophagus from the Attarin Mosque can ever have bgen Alexan-
der’s. This was partly due, no doubt, to the belief that Nekht-
har-heb for whom it was made was Nectanebo I and not as we
now know Nectanebo II. Since the tradition that it was Alexan-
der’s persisted all through the ages when hieroglyphs could not be
read it is conceivably possible that the tradition is right.

The body of Alexander in its golden wrappings would pro-
bably have béen laid in a coffin of gold and then placed in the
stone sarcophagus of Nectanebo II. The inner gold coffin is re-
ported to have been removed by Ptolemy 1x, Alexander 1, when
in need of funds, and replaced by one of glass. Cleopatra is also
said to have taken valuables from the tomb. In the tomb (1)
were also some at least of Alexander’s royal and military equip-
ment, for Caligula removed the cuirass and we know that the sar-
cophagus and ifs contents could be inspected. Octavianus on his
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arrival in Egypt in 30 B.C. according to Suetonius inspected the
body of Alexander and in doing so, Dio Cassius says, broke the
nose. It would seem then that the tomb and sarcophagus with the
gold encased body of the great conqueror were always able to be
seen by distinguished visitors. Perhaps the grocurator Neaspoleos
el Mausolei Alexandriae of whom we hear in two inscriptions was
the custodian of Alexander’s Tomb. Septimius Severus is said
to have shut up all the sacred books of Egypt in the tomb and Ca-
racalla laid in the tomb his cloak, his belt and other valuable ob-
jects. If the tomb were a rock cut royal tomb like other Egyptian
royal tombs and if the breccia sarcophagus of Nectanebo II was
th\e1 outer sarcohpagus such visits would always have been pos-
sible.

We thus have two reasons for the burial of Alexander in Ale-
xandria. The first is that it was his own city and the founder of
a Greek city was usually when possible buried in its centre, as
was Battus at Cyrene and Brasidas at Amphipolis. The second
reason is that if he were buried m the sarcophagus of the last king
of the xxxth dynasty in a royal tomb in the cemetery of that dy-
nasty that mere fact would strengthen his claim and the claim of
his Ptolemaic successors to be legitimate kings of Egypt and true
heirs of the xxxth dynasty,

If the possibility of Alexander’s burial in the sarcophagus of
Nectanebo II can be provisionally accepted one further point
anises. Did the legend of Alexander’s connection with Necta-
nebo II, as told in the Romance, derive from his burial in the sar-
cophagus or did the burial in the sarcophagus take place because
of the legend? Possibly the legend arose from Alexander’s burial
in the sarcophagus. The hieroglyphs could then be read and if fhe
question were asked why Alexander was buried in the sarcophagus
of Nectanebo IT {Nekht-har-heb) the reply, following the popular
belicf alrcady mentioned, would be either because he was Necta-
nebo rejuvenated and returned to Egypt as a triumphant deliverer
of his country from the Persians or because he was the son of Nec-
tanebo II. Either cxplanation would satisfy not too critical an
enquirer,

_ If Alexander was buried in the sarcophagus of Nectanebo 11
in an old royal cemetery of the xxxth dynasty in Rhakotis where
was the cemetery and where was the Tomb of Alexander? This
problem remains for further research. The suggestion that Ale-
xander’s Tomb lay under Kom ed Dik is possible, but that hill
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according to the latest excavations docs not appear to possess a
corc of rack like the hill at the Serapeum (Pompey's Pillar and
Kom esh Shugafa). The greater part of the hill of Kom ed Dik is
an accumulation of the Mameluke period being the débris from an
active potters” and glassmakers’ quarter. The Tomb of Alexan-
der may have lain under the Masrne of Nebi Daniel at the
western foot of Kom ed Dik which has attached to it the long tra-
dition of the tomb of the mysterious Nebi Daniel. There is no
reason however o connect Alexander with Nehi Daniel whoever
he was. Perhaps the tomb may have lain under or near the Atta-
rin Mosque which in its onginal form was constructed from the
Church of 5t. Athanasius.  On the other hund there is nothing in
any legend other than the sarcophagus to connect either the Aita-
rin Mosque or the Church of St Athanasius with Alexander.

Thus the position of Alexander’s Tomb must remain an open
question.  On the other hand if this attempt to reconcile tradition
with the facts we possess be accepted then we may believe that
the sarcophagus of Nectanebo II once in the Attarin Mesque be-
fore its reconstruction where it was the object of the greatest ve-
ncration may he in spite of all scepticism the actual sarcophagus
in which gold encased body of the great Maceédonian conqueror
was lad.

Aran J. B. Wace

NOTES

(1) For the history of Alexander the Great ses the appropriate,
vhapters by Dr. Tarn in the Cumbridye dncient History Vol. VL

.2 In their official titles Egyptian kings were sons of Ra only, but
in their proclamations of their rights and claims to the throne they all,
fram Hartslepsut onwards, declared thewselves to be sons of Amen-Ra
and Luilt birth chapels to support this. Bee also G. Maspero, Comment
dlesvndre devient diew en Egypte.

31 The hest text of the Historia dlevandri Magns (Pseude-Oallisthe-
res) is that of W. Kroll, Berlin 1926. The latest account of the Remance
i: that of Professor Haight in Ifore Besays on Greek Bomances, Now York
1945,

(4) Sce Jondet, Les Ports submergds de Pancienne $le de Pharos in
Uimnires présentés ¢ UInstitut Egypiien Vol. IX, Oairo 1916.



— 11 —

(&) Herodotus, IV 152
(8) Thucydides, I 104.
(7) Hogarth, J.E.4. 1915 (Vol. II), p. 55.

(8) For the history of Nectanebo II pee Drioton-Vandrier, Peuples de
Vorient méditerranéen II, p. 583 ff.

(9) Bee Wilcken, Mélanges Nicole, p. 879 £f.; Id., Urkunden d. Ptole-
mierzeil, p. 369 if.; compare Annales du Service des Antiguitée XL (1940),
p. 13,

(10) Bevon, History of Eqypt upder the Ptolemaic Dynasty, p. 348 if.
(11) Bevan, op. ¢it., p. 182 ff.

(18) Description de U'Egynte, Antiquitds, Planches Vol. ¥, 38, 39, 40
(13) Bec Clarke, Tomb of dlerander, Combridge 1805.

(14) British Museum, Guide to Egyptian Gallerics (Seulpture),
p- 248, No. 923, Pls. zxxii, zxxiii.

(15) Greco-Roman Museum Alexandria, Room 9, No. 39 (440), see
Daressy, dnneles dy Serwce des Antiguitég V, p. 123, no. xxi. It is possi-
ble that there were royal tomhs of the XXVIith Dynaaty at Rbakotis, seo
Rowe, Bull. Soc. drch, dles. no. 38, p. 33 ff.

(18} See Montet, Tants.

{17) Corpus Inseript, Arabic., Egypte I, No. 518; Bull. Inst. Epynt.
XXTV, p. 147 . '

(18) Sce Kurt Aijiller, Der Leichenwagen Alezanders des Grossen;
Wilamowitz, Jahrd, Deutach. Arck. Inst. 1805, p. 103 fi.; Bulle, <bid.
1906, p. 52 ff. The description is given hy Diodorus, XVIIT 25.28.

(19) The references to the Tomb of Alexander are given by Calderini,
Dizionario Topografico Egitto Greco-Romano, s.v. 'Arebavbpaa, Edpa.



THE TEMPLE AND CULT
OF

APHRODITE AT PAPHOS

Of all the twelve Olympian gods and goddesses Aphrodite is
probably the most sympathetic and most attractive, for she is the
goddess of love and beauty and has been the source of inspiration
to both poets and artists throughout the ages. Aphrodite, how-
ever, is not a native of Hellas, but, as we shall see, came most
probably from Anatolia, where, however, she had other attributes.

According to legend, Aphrodite was born of the sea-fcam off
Paphos in the Greek Isle of Cyprus. Though this legend of the
birth of Aphrodite is an exceedingly familiar one to us, there are
not so many passages in the Classics which directly assert this fact.
According to Tacitus (1), ‘‘the goddcss herself was conceived of
the sea and borne thither (Paphos)’’, and Lucian (2) and Pom-
ponius Mela (3) mention the same thing. The name of Aphrodite,
that is “‘foam-given'’, by which this gaddess was known, when she
came into Greek mythology, was certainly given to her in remem-
brance of this legend of her birth from the sea. In this connection,
it is interesting to note that a feature of the shore in the neigh-
bourhood of Paphos, is the extraordinary production of foam, due
to a disintegration of animal and vegetable marine organisms, and
there can be no doubt that this has a bearing on the myth of the
birth of the Cyprian goddess from the sea (y).

The legends connected with Paphos are especially important,
because of the world-wide fame of the Temple and cult of Aphro-

(1) Tacitus, Hist. II, 3 Fama recentior tradit, a Cinyra sacratum
templum deamque ipsam conceptam mari hue adpulsam.
{2) Luciarn, Phars. VIII, 458:
Tunc Cilicamm liquere solum, Uyproque citotas
Immisere rates, nullas cui praetulit aros
Undac dive memor Paphiae, si numina nasci
Credimus, aut quemguam fas est coepisse deorum.
(3) Pomponijus Mela, I, 7 speaking of Paphos «et (quo primum ex
mart Venerem egressam accolae affirmant) Palacpaphoss.
(4) Bir George Hill, 4 History of Cyprus, vol. I, p. 1a.
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dite, and also because of the connection which they illustrate
between Arcadia in Greece and Cyprus, in harmony with the un-
doubted connection between the dialects of the two lands. Threg
or more sirains are to be distinguished in the legends of the origin
of the cult of the Paphian goddess; and here it is necessary to mem-
tion that there are two Paphos: Old Paphos and New Paphos.
The former is situated about seven and a half miles from the latter
at a place now called Kouklia, In one of these legends, the foun-
dation of the Temple of the goddess at Old Paphos is assigned to
Agapenor, king of Tegea in Arcadia (1), who on his return from
Troy, after the famous Trojan ‘War, was diverted by a storm to
Cyprus.’ According to Pausanias (2) and Strabo (3), this Aga-
penor was also the founder of New Paphos, thus supporting the
Arcadian connection with Cyprus. According to another line of
legends, the cult of Aphrodite was earlier than Agapenor’s day.
The priest-kings of Paphos traced' their origin to Cinyras (), the
beautiful and wealthy king of Paphos, who lived to a fabulous age
and whose grave was in the temple of Aphrodite, where also his
snccessors were buried. One tradition made him the son of Ama-
thusa (5), thus connecting him with another Cyprian seat of
worship of Aphrodite, namely, that at Amathus, five miles east of
the modern Lemesos (Limassol). As the acropolis and city itself
of Amathus have not yet been excavated, we know nothing of the
temple of Aphrodite there, beyond mention of it in an inscription
found by the excavators of the cemeteries of Amathus. Cinyras
himself is dated during the time of the Trojan 'War, for it was he,
who, as the Iliad (6) tells us, sent to the famous Agamemnon a no-
table cuirass. There is also a story that hz played the bad joke of
promising the Greek king a contingent of fifty ships and then
sending only one, with models of the others and of their crews in
clay. (7) In return for which Agamemnon conquered Cyprus and
drove Cinyras out of his kingdom.

The legends which associate Cinyras with Apollo probably do
not belong to the most primitive stratum. According to these, Ci-

(1) Pausanias, VIII, 5, 2, xal Méagou te "Ayamfvap &yéveto olkiothg
kal 1fi5 ‘Appobling kareokevdaato tv Makam&pe 10 (Epbv.

{2) Cf. preceding note.

(3) Strabo, Geogr. XIV. 6, 18" § N&gosg, xtlopa "Ayanfvopos.

{4) Tacitus. Hist. I1, 3, Fome recentior tradit, a Cinyra sacratum
temaplum, .

(6) Ci. Bir George Hill, op.cit. p. 68.

(8) liiad, XI, 20.

(7) Apollodorus, Epitome, III, 5 Sqq. {Loeb edition, vol. TI, pp.
178-179).
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nyras was a celebrated lute-player, who was defeated by Apollo in
a musical contest, the penalty for defeat being death (r). Other
legends claim Cinyras as Apollo’s son (2). These Apolline legends
may have been inspiréd by the Greeks to fit Cinyras into their
genealogy — they may, however, belong to the Phoenician layer.

The body of tradition which attributed a Phoenician origin
to the cult of Aphrodite, though it goes back to Herodotus (3), is
part of the general tradition which assigned to the Phoenicians
much greater influence in the origin of Greek culture than our
knowledge of Mediterranean archacology permits us fo accept.
"We must, in fact, rule out all ciaims on behalf of a specifically
oriental, i.¢. Babylonian, Syrian or Phoenician, origin for the cult
of Aphrodite, although parallel developments and later influence
from such quarters may be freely admitted, Indeed, all the fea-
tures of this cult can be parallelled in Anatolia or in the Aegean.
It should be noted, moreover, that the earliest anthropomorphic
representations of the Mother-Goddess in Cyprus are clothéd; the
nude goddess with whom Babylonian representations have made
us familiar, is a comparative late development. In the same way,
for the sacred doves (4) of the Paphian goddess™we need not seek
a parallel or origin in Phoenicia; their association in the Aegean
with the Mother-Goddess and with a building of the same type as
the Temple at Paphos is proved by the gold bracteates of Myce-
nac. Even for religious prostitution, such as prevailed at Paphos,
we need not seek a Babylonian or Syrian origin, since we have
examples from Asia Minor and at Cornnth, Eryx and in Etruria,
and this custom may have been of native growth. As regards re-
ligious prostitution at Paphos, legend has it that the three daughters
of Cinyras were driven by the vengeful wrath of Aphrodite to give
themselves to strangers, and ended their lives in Egypt (5). It has
been suggested that they, perhaps like the Propoetides of Amathus
may have also denied the divinity of Aphrodite and have suffered
the same fate by way of punishment by the goddess (6). However,
this religious prostitution may originally have had nothing to do

(1} Sehol. How, Hiad, XI, 20.
(2) Sckol. Pindar, Pyth., 11, 15.
{3) Herodotus I, 109,

(4} Martial VIII, 28 montions nPaphiae columbaer, and Athenacus
IX, 51 nlso spraks of the doves of Aphrodite’s templa at Eryz. There is
a dove on Paphian coins of the 4th Century. The dove-¢ult in Cyprus
goes back to the Copper Acge, cf. Sir George Hill, op. eff. p. 68,

(5) Apollodorus, Biblioth. TII, 14,3

i8) Ovid, Mez. X, 221, 238 sqa.
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with religion, but may have arisen out of the primitive fear of the
risk run by a man who first had intercourse with a virgin, instan-
ces of which in African tribes are given by Fraser in his Goldesn
Bough. In any case, the form which seems to have been practised
at Paphos was not a continual service as at Eryx and at Corinth,
but that all women before marriage were obliged to sacrifice their
virginity to a stranger.

At the annual festival of Aphrodite, pilgrims walked by road
from New Paphos to Old Paphos, a distance of sixty stadia (1),
about seven and a half miles, passing through the sacred garden
of Aphrodite, a name still preserved in the village of Yeroskipou
{lepég xfjmog) that is to say, “sacred garden’. At the mys-
tery performed at the Temple, the initiates received a lump of salt
and a phallus, which they acknowledged by payment of a coin to
the goddess (2).. These symbols doubtless referred to the legend
of the birth of Aphrodite from the sea.

The most curious feature of the cult of Aphrodite at Paphos
was the aniconic representation of the godhead, i.e. the conical or
meta-shaped object which stood faor Aphrodite, which we see re-
presented in the reproduction of the Temple on ancient coins and
gems. The cone of Paphos, however, belongs to a class of pri-
wmitive “‘symbols”” which were widely distributed over Anatolia,
and probably also over the Aegean and its western shores, and it
is unnecessary to look for its origin in Phoenicia. Another of
these symbols is the pillar which seems to have heen more favoured
in Crete, though there is no lack of evidence for sacred cones or
omphaloi. In Greece, in historical times, such old symbols had
been replaced or doubled, at least in important sanctuaries, by
statues. At Delphi, however, the omphalos remained as a record
of the primitive fashion. In Cyprus the use of such primitive

{1) Btrabo, Geogr., XIV, 6,3: Bigyrr B (| [Tagog) nelfj oradlove EEX-
xovia tijg MNaimmnagouv kal mavgyupifovol B tijg 6ol TaxdIne xat” Etog
Enl v lNoAainagov &vbpeg dpol yovalEiv ek 1év &ddwv ndirwv guviovieg.

(2) Clement of Alexandria, FProtreptieus, I, pp. 12-13 (ed. Potter)-
Gg doekydv Sulv poplov &Elog "Agpoblig yivera xapndg v tale tehetalc.
tadtng g meAayiog fboviig, Tekufiplov Tg yovijc, dAdv yavBpog xal
gakhog tolg puovpévolg 'nlv tywv iy powy kv embiborar, vopopa Bi
elogépovoty adtf ol puovpcvol, G4 Ewipg dpaotal
Arnobius, ddv. Gentes, V, ..... in quibus sumentes ea certas stipes inferunt
ut meretrici, et referunt phallos propitii numinis signa donatos. Julius
Firmicus Maternus, D¢ Errore Profonarwm Religtanum, c. 10, Btatulsse
etlam ut quicumque initisri vellet, secr:to Vencris sibi tradito, assem in
manum mercedis nomine Deae daret .....Bene amator Cinyras meretri-
ciis legibus servit, consecratac Veneri a sacordotibus suis stipem dari
jussit, ut scorte.
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symbols was probably widely distributed, for, besides the chief
cone of Paphos, smaller cones were found by the excavators in the
surroundings of the Temple.

We now come to the Temple of Aphrodite ifself, and at the
outset it is necessary to state that at Paphos we depend almost en-
tirely on literary evidence for the nature and history of the cult of
Aphrodite, for the archaeolgoical evidence is provided hy one ob-
ject only, which may be of primitive date, 7.e. the aniconic symbol
to which reference will'be mfade again, and by coins and gems of
the historical period, since the actual shrine has not yet been found.
The site cleared by the British School of Archaeology at Athens
in 1887, and supposed by them to be that of a temple on a Phoeni-
cian plan, is somewhere in the temenos of the real temple, ‘and
there is nothing Phoenician about it. That the real Temple of
Aphrodite at Paphos still remains to be found and excavated may,
however, be just as well, since the old excavators certainly did not
possess the modern technique of excavation, and when work is
again resumed on the site, we may expect far more satisfactory
results than could have bcen obtained in 1837. Excavation of the
actual site of the temple must therefore be awaited, before a difinite
reconstruction of the Paphian shrine can be attempted. But so
much as follows seems to be probable, on the cvidence of coins
and engraved gems.

The Temple lay-out consisted of a central shrine, containing
the conical stone, with two wings, {.e. the tripartite liwan-type of
building. Such a type of building consists of a iniddle room open-
ing on a court, with a smaller room on each side of it — a type of
building which is also found especially in Anatolia, and this type
of building was also used by the Cyprians, both in sacred and se-
cular building, from the Bronze Age down to Roman times. Such
a type of building is alsc represented by the 5th Century palace at
Vouni in Cyprus.

In each of the two wings there was a column, the object which
surmounted them is uncertain, perhaps merely a capital, or a lamp
or a dove. On the roof of each wing there is a bird, no doubt a
sculptured dove. The central portion of the shrine had an upper
story, perhaps with windows, and the antae were terminated with
what appear to be horns of consecration. The cone itself (1) was

-

. (1) Tacitus, Hise. 1I, 3, Simulacrum deae non effigie humana, con-
tinuus orbis latiore initio tonuem in ombitum metas modo exsurgens, set
ratio in obscuro. Servius, Ad den. I, 724, Apud Cyprios Venus in modum
umbilici — vel, ut quidam volunt, metae — colitur.
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surmounted by a double flat cap. The large stone, now in the
Museum at Leukosia (Nicosia), which was long ¢n sifgt to the north
west of the site, has been thought to be the orginal sacred cone.
However, the only ancient author, who gives a description of the
stone, Maximus of Tyre (1), says that it was a white pyramid of
unidentified stone, The colour of the small cones that have been
discovered is indeed white, and they are of limstone or marble,
and this would suggest that Maximus of Tyre was right about 2
colour of the great cone. At the same time, however, it eliminates
the cone preserved in the Museum at Leukosia, which is black. In
front of the shrine was a paved courtyard with a lattice fence, to
which a gate with two wings gave access. This courtyard was
semicircular. The details of the objects in this courtyard are too
obscure on the coins to allow of identification, but one would ex-
pect an altar.

With regard to the altars of the Temple, we have several re-
ferences :- thus, in the Odyssey we read “But laughter-loving
Aphrodite went to Cyprus, to Paphos, where is her precinct and
fragrant altars”” (2). Eustathius commenting on this passage,
says that the Paphian altar was OnaiBplog. “'in the open air’’ (3),
and it is known that the altar of Aphrodite at Eryx was also in the
open (4). According to Pliny (5) and Tacitus (6), rain never fell
on the altar of Aphrodite at Paphos. Furthermore, according to
Tacitus (%7) no blood was shed on the altar which was reserved for
the burning of incénse (8). The name of the altar according to

(1) Maximus Tyrius, Dissert, VIII, 16 3¢ &yadpo odx &v elkéooug
&ihe T A mupapibl Aevkj, § & OAn dyvoelral
(2) Homer, Od. VIII, 362: 'H 5 d&pa Himpov [xave ¢thopueidig
‘Appobliy.
‘Ec NM&oou Evia 5 ol tépevog Popdg te Bufjeic.
(3} Eustathius, Od. VIII, g62.
(4) Cf, Timpel, R.Z. I, p. 677. Bince the position of 2 Greak altar
was invariably in front of the temple, the use of the term Onai@prog
for the alter of the Temple of Aphrodite on which incense nlone was
offared, rather suggests that incense-alters may normally have been inside
the temple.
. (5) Pliny, ¥.I7. 11, 210, Celebre fanum habet Veneris Paphos, in
cuius quandam aram non impluit.
(8) Toncitus, Fist. 1II, nec ullis imbribus quamquam in operto ma-
descunt.
(7) Tacitus, If4st. III, Sanguinem arac obfundere vetitum: precibus
et igne puro sltaria adolentur.
(8 Virgil, den. I, 415:
.....ubi templum illi, centumque Sahaeo,
Turz calent arae, sertisque recentioribus halant. .
Btatius, Theb. V, 61, also mentions the “‘centum alteria’ but this ‘‘cen-
tum® is probebly poetical licence.
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Hesychius was xiyntég, (1). Probably this restriction to blood-
less sacrifices applied only to the chief altar of the goddess at
Paphos, since we know from Tacitus (2) that apimals, though
only of the male sex, were offered in sacrifice. [E{st, a}coordmg
to him, were especially valued for the purpose of divination. That
small animals were slain in sacrifice, seems to find some support
in a small altar-top, suitable for small victims, which was found
by the British excavators in 1887. 'We know also that wild swine
and probably tame pigs were sacrificed to Aphrodite (3). From
the text of Johannes Lydes it appears that the priest, when sacri-
ficing a pig, wore a fleece. As.regards the subject of sacrifices, it
should be noted that thére was one which it was customary to offer
to Aphrodite with the object of securing the fertility of the crops.
This is recorded on an inscription found by the British excavators
on the Temple site (4). The priest who presided over the sacri-
fices was called ‘Hynftwp (5). Hesychius calls him ‘Ayfitep
and the sacrifice odmBoc.

The immense importance of the cult of Aphrodite and the
wealth of her Temple gave to the high-priest of the goddess at Pa-
phos a position far beyond that involved in his merely religious
functions; the priesthood became, in fact, a theocracy exerting ifs
power over the whole island. ‘When ir. 58 B.C. the Romans took
away from Ptolemy, King of Cyprus, his kingdom, Cato offered
him in exchange the highpriesthood of Paphos.

The king-priests of Paphos traced their origin to Cinyras
whom we have already mentioned, but the service of the Temple
was originally shared with priests of the family of the Tamiradae.
These, however, were ultimately ousted from the Temple service
by the priests of the family of the Cinyradae. It was agreed for-
mally that the Cinyradae and the Tamiradae should preside over
the Temple worship at.Paphos, but, in the ccurse of time, it was
thought wrong that the regium genus should have no superior di-
gnity to the foreign race, and the latter accordingly withdrew, or
possibly was ousted from the practice of the art of divination
which they themselves had introduced, and thereafter only the
Cinyrad priests held office, such, at least, is the account given by

(1) Hesychius, xiymrég- £ig 8 2ufdiderar MBavatoc.

(2) Tacitus, Hisz. ITI, Hostine, ut quisque vovet, sed meres deligun-
tur: certissima fides haedorum fibris. )

(3} Antiphanes and Callimachus, in Athenaeuns, I11, 83f, 96a.

(4) This inscription is in honour of Nicocles (died 260 B.C.), of
J.HS., 1IX, p. 1865

(6) Cf. Inscription 105 in J.H.§., IX, p. 250.
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Tacitus (1). From the same author we learn that the art of divi-
nation from the entrails of kids which was practised by the Ciny-
radae, had been originally brought to Paphos by the Cilician Ta-
miras (2). Hesychius is the only other author who mentions the
Tamiradae whom he terms certain priests in Cyprus: Tappadal-

epeig Tiveg &v KOmpe* Of the Cinyradae he says that they were
priests of Aphrodite: Kwupadal' iepeiq Appodling.

In 15 B.C. a severe earthquake laid Paphos in ruins. Augus-
tus, however, came to the rescue with a gift of money and decreed
that the city should bear the name of Augusta (3). It is frue that
there is no proof that Old Paphos, and therefore the Temple of
Aphrodite, is meant in the statement of this earthquake made by
Dio Cassius and Seneca, — a simple reference to Paphos usually
means New Paphos — but, on the other hand, the Roman work
of restoration brought to light by the excavators, and to which we
shall have occasion to refer again later, is a proof that considera-
ble rebuilding of the Temple was necessitated at this period.

‘When Titus visited the shrine, on his way to Syria in 69 A.D.,
he enquired of the goddess first concerning his voyage by sea, and
then in ambiguous phrases, per ambages, about his own destnies
— sacrificing at the same time a large number of victims. This
is according to Tacitus (4). Suetonius also mentons this incident
and says that Titus consulted the oracle of Aphrodite at Paphos (5),
but by the term “‘oraculum’” we must understand “extispicium’’
i.e.;‘lthe divination as practised by the Cinyradae, and not a real
oracle.

"What seems to be a last reference to the priesthood of the
Temple of Aphrodite at Paphos, occurs in the Acfa Barnahae, a
4th or 5th Century Cypriot work recording the deeds of the Apostle

- 1' - am -

(1) Tacitus, Hist. II, 3, atque ita pactum, ut familize utriusgue pos-
teri caerimoniis praesiderent. Mox, ne honare nullo regium genus pere-
grinam stirpem antecelleret, ipsa qusm intulerant scientla hospites
cessere: tantum Cinyrades secerdos consulitur.

(2) Tecitus, Hest. II, 3, set scientiam artemque haruspicium acoitam
et Oilicem Tamiram intulisse.

(3) Dio Cassius, LIV, 23, Haoiog ofiopd novioaor xal ypiuata
f,}up[auto kol méAv AByouotav kodelv katd Bdyua Eméregpe. geneca,
at. Qu. VI, 28, 8ic Paphos non semel corruit.
(4) Tecitne, Hist. II, 4, de navigatione primum consulit: postquem
....do o per ambages interrogat caesis compluribus hostiis.
(b) Suetonius, 7. &, aditoque Paphiae Veneris oraculo, dum de navi-
gotione consulit, etiam de imperii spe confirmatus est.
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Bamabas. According to this, the Apostle Barnabas in his travels
through the island of Cyprus, came to Old Paphos, where “we
found Rhodén, a minister {iepddouvrag} who, having believed,
also followed us” (1).

Although the -aniconic symbol to which we have already re-
ferred was the main representation of the goddess Aphrodite at
Paphos, statues and statueites of her and possibly of Eros, also
existed, since fragments of these were found by the British exca-
vators. Such statuettes, it seems, were sold to worshippers at the
Paphian shrine, and in connection with this there is a charming
little story told by Polycharmus of Naucratis, the Greek settlement
established in Egypt in the reign of Amasis, about a fellow towns-
man of his, Herostratus. This latter, a much travelled merchant,
visited Paphos and bought a statuette of Aphrodite, a span high,
and of an archaic style of art. He was carrying it home, when
his ship was caught in a storm. In their distress the passengers
addressed their prayers to the image of the goddess. Immediately,
the ship was filled with green myrtle boughs and a sweet savour.
When it came safely to land, Herostratus lost no time in offering
sacrifice to Aphrodite and in dedijcating the figure in her temple (2).
The details are particularly interesting, as parallels can also be
found in Christian miracles. The date of this incident was roughly
688 to 685 B.C.

A gymnasium was attached to the Temple, as we learn from
an inscription found there recording the names of subscribers to
the ’Elaioypiotiov, the place where the athletes oiled them-
selves (3). The Temple of Aphrodite at Paphos, as well as that
at Amathus possessed the right of asylum, which was established
by the Roman Senate in 22 A.D. (4).

At some time between 2r and 12 B.C., possibly in 15 B.C.,
a calendar was introduced in which the names of the months re-
ferred to Rome, and more particularly to the Julian family.
Aphrodite opens the year, not merely as the Paphian goddess, but
as ancestress of the Julian family. This month which correspond-

(1) Tischendorf, Act. Apnst., p. 70, xamvioopey v takag Taee,
xdet nlpapey P&Bava lepdbovhov Bg kol abrdg motedoag ouvnroiol-
Inoev fulv.
(3) Athenacus, XV, 10, p. 675 : mpoooydv ‘note kal TN&ee tfig Ko-
npow, dyoip&tiov *Aopodling ombamaloy dpyaiov tfi téyvn dwa&uevos.
(3) Cf. J./1.8., IX, p. 188 and 231 and Bir George Hill, ap.ctf. vol. I,
p- 82, note 3.
{4} Tacitus, dnn. 111, 62-63,
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ed to May, was called Aphrodisios. However, by the year 2 B.C.
this calendar had to be revised on account of Julia disgracing her
name, Tiberius being sent into exile, and other members of the
Julian family being dead. The new months more definitely re-
ferred to Augustus himself. The month Aphrodisios stjll opens
the ycar, but the opening date is changed to September the 23rd,
the birthday of Augustus. ;

As regards the epithets of Aphrodite, déria and Urania, these
may possibly be connected with the fact that her altar was in the
open air (1), on the other hand, in Cyprian inscriptions Aphroedite
is always called Anassa, i.e, the lady or goddess, but in late ins-
criptions she bears simply the title ‘‘Paphia”,

Two late avthorities, namely the Pseudo-Clements Roma-
nos (2) and the author of the Vita of St. Spyridon (3) state that the
tomb of Aphrodite was shewn at Paphos.

In the 4tk Century a disastrous series of earthquakes knocked
Paphos about very badly, and this together with the Edict of the
Emperor Theodosius in 382 A.D. issued against the Pagans, gave
the death blow to the Temple of Aphrodite,

We now come to a study of the results of the excavations made
on the site of the Temple of Aphrodite by the British School of Ar-
chaeology at Athens in 1887 (4)- As has been already stated the
actual shrine was not found, and it is hoped that it may be brought
to light, when excavations are resumed on the site.

The parts of the Temple of Aphrodite at Old Paphos actually
excavated may be divided into two sections. The First Section
consists of a great quadrilateral enclosure whose sides are about
210 ft, long. This enclosure is flanked on the north by a wide
stoa (5) extending along its whole width, and probably originally
by a similar stoa extending along the south front, It seems that
originally there was a range of buildings extending along the whole
of the eastern side, [Whether there was ever a wall extending
along the western side of the enclosure, it is impossible to say, at
present, since no traces of it were found én sify except at the west

(1) Taeitus, Hes¢ II, 3, Conditorem tompli regem Aérinm vetus me-
moria, quidam ipsiua dese nomen id perhibent. Pausanias I, 14,7:
Manolov B2 lepdv oty *Agpabling Odpavias,

(¢) Peeudo-Clemens Romanus, Hom. V, 23, ‘Appobltng &v Kompe

- (Gewpeiton t&gogh

{3) Vita 8. Bpyridonis (ed Delehaye) in 4nal. Boll. XXVI, p. 230,
EvBa Abyet thv "Agpobliny &v M&ee 1fig Konpou tagijvat.

(4) A full report of the excavations is given in the J.H.S., Vol. IX.

{6) Stoa in the Plan is termed Portico,

-
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end of the north and south stoas, but it seems probable that such
a wall existed. The Second Section is situated south of the south
stoa on the west side. It consists of the remains of a large open
court with two irregular chambers and a double row of pier bases
extending in a northerly direction.

View of the Temple of Aphrodite af Old Paphos

FIRST SECTION

In the great quadrangle the north wall of the north stoa from
its junction with the west wall is tolerably perfect for a distance of
over 40 ft., but is only one course high; it is similax, however, to
the other early walls of the quadrangle. On this wall are a few
very much broken blocks of an upper course still standing. Where
this wall recommences, its character is very uncertain; its direc-
tion, however, points to its being an early wall. The eastern por-
tion is undoubtedly Roman and extends nearly 60 ft. in an un-
broken line. The south wall of this stoa is very fragmentary, and
the west wall is very imperfect, though traceable throughout its
length, but it is much narrower than the nerth or south walls. This
stoa was paved with a coarse Roman mosaic formed of large tes-
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serae and for the most part of plain white marble, but traces re-
main here and there of a coloured border. The alteration and
repair of the north stoa seems to belong to the second great period
of Roman restoration — the work is very hurried and irregular.

The south stoa and the céntral hall adjoining it form the chief
part of the Roman work. These remains are not in any sense re-
pairs or additions to existing work, but thorough and complete re-
constructions, differently orientated from the earlier work of which
remains exist on the same site. This stoa occupies a much larger
area than any former one could have done, as it extends thé whole
length of the south front and includes in its area the space at the
east end formerly occupied by various chambers. Down the cen-
tre of this stoa runs a series of roughly constructed piers on which
stood columns of the Roman Doric order, and their position seems
to indicate that this stoa was covered with a roof. To the south of
this stoa exist the remains of 2 projecting portico, which we may
assume formed its principal entrance; at the west end is a flight of
steps leading from a lower level up to the ambulatory, A consi-
derable portion of the mosaic pavement exists; this is of much finer
work than that of the north stoa, the tesserae being smaller, with
a very elaborate border in beautifully coloured natural marbles.

North of this stoa there is towards the west end the Great
Court or Peristyle, and towards the east end there are two cham-
bers (1), termed the Central and South Chamber. Of this peristyle
only the rough lower bases of the columns exist — this is also of
Roman work and, hke the stoa, was of the Doric order, the bases
being similar in all respects to those in the south stoa, and formed
of small blocks roughly put together with hard white mortar. This
hall had a range of nin¢ columns along the north side, four each
at the east and west ends — the south wall is part of the north wall
of the stoa — and another range of nine columns extends down
the centre. A roof, no doubt, covered this hall which must have
been open on the north and west sides.

As regards the Central and South Chambers, these belong
to one period, the last prior to the Roman work, and to the same
period may be assigned the walls of the north stoa. The South
Chamber is now very irregular in form owing to the alteration of
the direction of the south wall by the Romans. The Central
Chamber is the most perfect of all, the north and south walls being
throughout of the same period and style of construction as the

(1) Chember in the Plan is termed Room.
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other early walls. Over the western portion a rough stone pave-
ment set in mortar was found, but it cannot have been the original
one, for underneath it were discovered certain earlier objects, ¢.g.
a pin of bronze overlaid with a thin gold plate with an inscription
written in letters of the Ptolemaic age.

Immediately north of this central chamber is what appears to
be a great passage which has been termed the Great Entrance.
It is of almost exactly the same dimensions as the central chamber
itseli. That this was always a passage is clear from the finish of
the north and south walls which precludes any east or west wall.
In the last two blocks at the west end of the south wall of this pas-
sage, occur at the bottom two small réctangular cavities into which
bits of stone were let and fixed with mortar. From the depth of
the sinking and the fact that there was some space behind the
filling-in stones, it seems that these cavities had at one time some
definite purpose.

The north wall of this entrance forms the south wall of a cons-
truction which from three parallel walls running in a northern di-
rection, seems to point to the existence of two large rooms termed
the North Chambers, of which the eastern one is the larger. None
of these walls, however, exceed two courses in height, and in some
places are of only a single course.

SECOND SECTION

In the south-west corner outside the south stoa we have a
construction comprising a wing which consists of the remains of a
large open court with two irregular chambers and a double row
of pier bases extending in a northerly direction. The wall of this
south wing extends for some 85 ft. in a nearly northerly direction
and consists of a basement of polygonal blocks mostly of massive
proportions on which rests a series of magnificent rectangular
blocks of limestone, the largest of which measures 7 ft, by over
15 ft. About 50 ft. from the south-west corner two socket-boles for
doot-posts are cut in the basement stones, and two steps lead
down from them: this is the only remains or distinct evidence of
the position of a doorway on the whole site, These walls appear
to have belonged to a large rectangular enclosure and to be the
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earliest walls on the site, belonging to the first period of early work.
There are nc remains of any east wall to this enclosuré. In the
northern part of the south wing there is, between two rows of bases,
a sinking cut in the rock 11 ft. 6 in. long, some 4 ft. 6 in. wide and
about 2 ft. deep, in the bottom of which is a circular sinking g 1/2
in. deep, and in the sides there are two grooves, Its exact purpose
seems uncertain, but it may have formed part of a bath used for
ceremonial purification.

It has been suggested that the Great Entrance on the east side
of the Great Quadrangle, leading as it does directly into the Inner
Court, was used for great processions or important occasions. It
is, however, probable that the general body of worshippers would
approach the Temple from the south — or sca-side, where the road
of communication between the port of New Paphos and the dis-
tricts along the sea coast runs. They would then enter by the
portico already mentioned into the South Stoa from which a flight
of steps probably led up to the Central Hall, and from this point
there would be access fo the Inner Court and various chambers.

Such then is a description of the excavations made at the
Temple of Aphrodite, as they exist to-day. As they stand, it is
practically impossible to identify from them any of the structures
portrayed on contemporary coins and engraved gems, but as we
have already stated, the shrine itself has not yet béen found, and
it is this shrine with its famous aniconic symbol of ithe goddess
that appears on the coins and gems. v

Though the Temple of the goddess Aphrodite has long va-
nished, her memory stll ingers on among the population of .C_V-
prus, and one can, even now, occasionally hear the expression
Panagia Apkrodmssa as an epithet now applied to the Panagia
Theotokos,

0.H.E. Khs. Burmesier.



Deux appositions @ Pidée de ‘‘classicisme’’

1) DE QUELQUES PIECES NOIRES

»

Si classigue, dans les écoles, a un sens favorable (mais qui dé-
courage les enfants de lire nos grandes oeuvres), moderne, qui est
employé dans la presse avec un sens parfois péjoratif, encourage
les adultes & fréquenter certains de nos auteurs. Pourtant, le clas-
sicisme n’est pas une chose morte, c’est une littérature bien vi-
vante, et sous tous les climats, et qu’il s’agit seulement de savoir
découvrir et réveiller : la belle au bois dormnant. Parmi les &crivains
frangais ‘d’aujourd’hui, il est en effet un certain nombre d’artistes
que les petits enfants de I’an 2400 (s'il en est encore a cette épo-'
que) appeleront des écrivains ¢lassiques,

La critique de droite ¢t de gauche continue, néanmoins, a
accabler les lettres frangaises contemporaines, et notamment ce
qu’on appelle misérabilissne, romans noirs, ou piéces noires.
Mais il est une fagon de défendre les bonnes moeurs qui dégofite
de la morale. La critique peut toujours s’offrir un succes facile en
présentant une oeuvre, si haute qu’en soit I'inspiration, de fagon
2 prévenir 'esprit du bon public. C’est ainsi qu'en Alexandrie on
a vu récemment quelqu’un s'en prendre au Maleniendy de Camus,
et, sous prétexte qu’il s’agit 14 d'une piéce ou une mére et sa fille
assassinent (sans le savoir, d’ailleurs) un homme qui se trouvait
étre le fils de I'une et le ftére de 1'autre, accuser Albert Camus
de se «délecter dans la pourritures, de faire un dangereux «étalage
de criminalités. Je cite textuellement. Tandis que les drames de
Comeille, ceux de Racine, élevaient le coeur, nous voyons chez
Camus «punie et non récompensées la vertu d'un fils qui vient
aider sa famille. Je voudrais savoir quelle ceuvre des «classiquess
résisterait 3 une présentation faite selon les principes de cenx qui
interprétent Le Malentends: avec ce peu de bonné foi. Tout le moen-
de connait ces deux vers de la Négresse Blonde:

Dieu! soupire a part soi la plaintive Chimere,
Qu'il est joli gargon, lassassin de papa!
Voild donc 4 quoi se rameénerait Je Cid? Ainsi présentée,
I'anecdote en effet n’est pas des plus morales! «Qu'il est joli gar-
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¢on, l'assassin de papas, c’est bien le dernier mot de la pidce mais
en d’aufrcs termes, qui font la différence, car le grand théitre,
comme dit Louis Jouvet, c’est d’abord un beey langage. «Laisse
faire le temps, ta valeur et ton roi». Nous savons que Chiméne
épousera bientdt 1’assassin de son cher papa.

t .oici comment le méme Fourest résume une autre pidce,
du méme Corneille :

Et puis, voici Camille
{Seigneur, quelle famille)
QQui s¢ met en Jureur

Y a pas d’erreur,

Llle commence & braire,
Asticote san [rére,

Et le jrére en douceur
Occit la sceur,

Elle commence 4 braire, dit Fourest. Ses braieménts, nous
les connaissons par cceur. Ce sont les imprécations de Camille: -

Rome, Uunique objet de mon ressentiment,

Rome, ¢ qui vient ton bras d'imumoler mon amant,
Rome, qui t'a vu nailre el que ion ceur adore,
Rome, enjin, que je hais parce gu'elle r'hwvnore.
Puissent fous ses voisins ensemble conjurés,
Saper ses fondements encore mal assurés.

Imprécations qui s’achévent lorsque le jeune Horace dégaine
et tue sa sceur:
C’est trap, na patience & la raison fail place,
Va dedans les enfers plaindre ton Curiace.

Comme dit Fourest .. «elle commence & braire et le frére en
douceur eoccit la sceurs.

Je ne pousserai pas plus loin ce petit jen qu'il fallait pourtant
mener jusqu’ici pour montrer & quel point il est injuste d’accuser
un écrivain tel que Camus de se complaire A la saleté sous pré-
texte qu’il met en scéne des meurtriers.

Qu’ont fait d’autre Shakespeare et Sophocle et Corneille? Ah,
bien sfir, quand on ignore tout de la littérature, qu’on en reste aux
clichés appris, on peut conserver quelques illusions sur le mera-
lisme bébéte des grands écrivains, qu’'on oppose alors A l'immora-
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lisme des écrivains contemporains, Mais voici quelqu’un qu’aucun
bien-pensant ne suspecte (4 tort d’ailleurs) de complaisance pour
la littérature que 1’on appelle selon les cas, ou nofre ou décadente.
Dans le Pére Goriol, écrit Frangois Mauriac (je cite la préface qu'il
écrivit pour le livre de son fils Claude, 4émer Balzac), dans Le Pérs
Goriot, le lecteur néophyte baigne dans un immoralisme 4 c6té du-
quel celui qu’on reproche aux écrivains d’aujourd’hui reléve de la
Bibliothéque Rose. Ce n'est pas moi qui lg dis, ¢’est M. Frangois
Mauriac, écrivain catholique, éditorialiste du Figaro, membre de
I'Académie Frangair;e Il serait évidemment absurde, pour défen-
dre Camus, qu’on accuse injustement, de noireir A leur tour les écri-
vains frangais du XVITe siécle. L'on polin'alt méme trouver des
Pitces, dont le sens général est moral, voire moralisant, et qui fu-
rent écrites par des écrivains que I'on nomme clgssiques. Ainsi
Bérénice, ou le devoir du politique l'emporte sur la passion de
I’amour (mais on pourrait dire aussi bien que Titus était plus am-
bitteux encore q’amoureux).

Quand on parle anjourd’hui des écrivains classiques pour les
opposer aux écrivains contemporains, on oublie trop souvent que
les classiques n’ont pas écrit les seuls morceaux choisis & I'usage
des lycéens; ils ont écrit deés piéces en cing actes. Si nos critiques
moralisants font la petite bouche devant le Créon d’Anouilh ou
la Martha de Camus, qu’auraient-ils dit de Marcelle, 1'ignoble et
puissant personage de Théodore, celle qui méne tout le jeu? Am-
bitiéuse, menteuse, perfide et meurtriére, elle tue de sa main Théo-
dore et Didyme, acculant ainsi au suicide son propre fils. Nom-
breuses sont les pitces de Corneille, A juste titre honoré en qualité
de moraliste, qui seraient aujourd'hui, si seulement on les lisait,
condamnées comme décadentes ou « emstenttahstes ». Témoin:
Rodogune.

Voici comment, dans Rodogune, parle Cléopitre, celle qui a
déja tué son mari, I'un de ses fils, et qui se prépare & empoisonner
I'autre, Antiochus:

Allons chercher le temps d’immoler mes viclimes,
Et! de me rendre heureuse & force de grands crimes.

C’est le méme personnage qui, quelques vers plus haut, a dit
sans héster :

Sors de mon coeur, nature!

Pour parler le langage d’aujourd’hui, c’est le méme person-
nage qui s’incite et s’excite & devenir une mére dénaturée. Dédna-
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turéde, en effet et pourtant si naturelle, elle le sera jusqu’au bout,
puisque, moribonde, elle trouve encore la force de maudire le fils
qu’elle n'a pu assassiner :

Puisse le ciel tous deuzr vous prendre pour viclime
s'éerie-t-elle,

Et laisser choir sur vous les peines de mes crimes.
Puissicz-vons ne trouver dedans volre union-
Qu'horreurs, que jalousies et que confusions

Et, pour vous suuliiter tous les mnalheurs ensembdle,
Puisse naitre de vaus un fils qui me ressemblel

Voild comment Corneille ose faire parler une meére. J'entends
bien qu'il est dans Rodogiine des personnages vertueux. Il arrive
méme que par un ¢trange hasard, par un malentendu, dirai-je, le
personnage vertueux, Antiochus, survit a la mére dénaturée. Mais
dans Le Malentendy n'y a-t-il pas des personnages vertueux? Le
fils, par exemple et la femme de ce fils, celle qui aime si simple-
ment, si purement. Nos pctites zoiles ne veulent pas voir 1'éviden-
ce. Il leur faut toujours opposer la sagesse des anciens 4 la corrup-
tion des modernes. Seulement, ceux qu’aujourd’hui nous appelons
les anciens étaient en leur temps ceux qu’aujourd’hui nous appe-
lerions des modernes. A ce titre, on les opposait toujours, eux aus-
si, aux vertueux anciéns, 4 Eschyle, & Sophocle, voire & Sénéque
le Tragique,

Dans I'examen d’Attila, Corneille avoue qu’il n'a fait cette
pigce que pour répondre «par occasion aux invectives gu’on a pu-
bliées depuis peu contre la comédies (c’cst-d-dire contre ce que
nous appelons, nous autres, la tragédie). Plus précisément : irrité
des mauvaises querelles qu’on cherchait alors & la grandeur qu’il
sentait étre la sienne, Corneille, dans le méme exawmnen, affirme
avec sérénité qu’eon peut innocemment mettre sur la scéne des
filles engrossées par leurs amants et des marchands d’esclaves
prostituers.

I1 se peut que de tels morceaux doivent disparaitre des:Cor-
neille destinés aux héritiers de la bonne bourgeoisie. Mais enfin,
nous savons, nous, que ces textes existent. Et peut-£tre méme sa-
Bons-nous que le thédtre classique est souvent & depenir fou. Voyez

reste .

Mais guelle paisse nwit tout it coup m'environne?
De quel coté sortir? D'ott vienl que je frissonne?
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" Quelle horreur me saisit? Grdce au ciel j'enfrevoil
Dieuz! quels ruisseauz de sang coulent autour de moi!

Je pourrais aussi bien me réclamer de Corneille. Dans une _d_e
ses comédies, dans Mgltte, Eraste devient fou. Non, les grands £cri-
vains classiques ne ressemblent jamais & Delly, ou 2 Max du
Veuzit,

Ce sont des écrivains qui dans I’homme acceptent tout I’hom-
me, ¢t dans 1'espéce humaine, tous les hommes. Comme nous, ils
sont engagés dans un monde qui les blesse; comme nous ils sont
engagés dans un monde on il faut prendre parti; comme nous, ils
sont censurés, Lorsqu'au début pacifique du régne de Loujs XIV
Comeille écrit contre I'esprit de conquéte (c’est la France qui
parle) :

A vaincre tant de fois mes forces s'affaiblissent.
L'état est florissant mais les peuples gémissent.

Leurs membres décharnés courbent sous mes Rauls faits
Et lg glaire du tréne accable les sujcts.,

on n’y trouve pas i redire. Voltaire pourtant remarquait qu’a la fin
belliqueuse du régne de Louis XIV, quand cette pitce (La Toison
d’0r) n’était plus jouée, les mémes vers, 4 peine transposés dans le
Tiridate de Campistron, furent interdits par la police. Non, les
écrivains classiqués ne sont pas de fout repos. Ce ne sont pas des
écrivains soporifiques, ce ne sont pas des écrivains anesthésiants.
Encore faut-il les lire. Ce qu’on se garde bien de faire, pour mieux
condamner ceux qui, aujourd’bui, sont déji les futurs classianes,

2) PHOTOGRAPHIE ET CLASSICISME

——— AT

En considérant les photographies d’André Gide, qui annon-
cent (et peut-étre résument) chacun des tomes de ses Oénvres Com-
plétes, comme si tout & coup 'évidence effagait en moi les préjugeés,
je crois que j'ai compris Moligre (et Corneille) un peu moins mal.

Les écrivains du X VIe et du XVI1le sigcles sont souvent pour
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nous sans visage; s'ils nous en ldguent un, il se peut que ce soit un
«portrait de Dorian Gray», 3 la surface duquel le peintre a vouln
étaler la secréte alliance de son modele av:c 'humain | sournois,
tétu, béta, proche de nous tous enfin, tel nous apparait alors celui
qui, le plus honnétement du monde, nous entrefient de ses urines,
I’homme du gue sais-je?, Montaigne 1intelligent. Si maintenant
j’interroge Racine et sa perruque, ¢’est vainement que sur ce front
serein, ces lignes harmonieuses, je cherche les perfidies qu’il faut
concéder A ce podte suave.

Comme le portraitiste, pour accomplir une ceuvre qui signifie,
est contraint de condenser et concentrer (de figer aussi) en une
image unique les instants divers de son modéle, n’obtenant ainsi
—- d’ordinaire — qu’une synthése du banal, on ['agrandissement
d'un vice, d'une vertu, de méme 1’écrivain du XVIIéme, lorsqu’il
construit «un caractéres, ne prétend qu’d isoler, puis fixer, un trait
permancnt du caraciére humain, 1l ignorait le cinéma et que, pour
révéler 'unité d’un vivant, ou ce qu’il a d’unique, cent images va-
lent mieux qu’une. .

Nous avons tous fouillé les albums de famille: bébé nu aux
orteils crispés sur sa pean de mouton, écolier en sarrau noir, tout
regard tendu vers le petif zoizeau, communiant plus bichonné que
chien de luxe, hirsute foutebdleur faraud de ses genouilléres, trou-
fion soutaché, bariolé d’épauleites, criminel aux yeux de Michel
Strogoff, briilés par I'éclairage de quelque Photomaton, comment
récompenser mon pére, ou moi? Et cc sylphe, pourtant, non: ce
notaire, ce voyou, ce sportif, ce bellitre, cc dadais, cet assassin, cet
archevéque, ¢’est bien moi.

Nous savons aujourd’hui que nous avons plus d’un visage:
qui n’a pas trois hommes en soi est un pen moins qu'une béte. Cet
adolescent glabre, aux longs cheveux de romantique, comment
oserait-il condamner tout romantisme? André Walter I’a pourtant
fait. Quoi? que dites-vous? ce Christ espagnol 4 collier noir, lui
Corydon? Oni, car Numguid et i avait besoin de ce corp-li. Sinon
celui du crayon de Bataille, si réveusement ironique, quel Gide
wurait écrit Paludes, ou Prométhée? Mais sans la netteté de ces
dures méchoires, que découpe encore 1'ombre portée d’un casque
colonial, nous n’aurions pas de Voyage au Congo. Jeune homme &
la balustrade, puis savant letiré savamment adossé a sa biblipthe-
que, hier engoncé dans sa jaquette, son gilet, sa lavalliere, ses
faux-cols empesés, aujoird’hui chemise ouverte dans le vent, point
d’yeux ici, tout yeux ailleurs, affecté, naturel, naturel jusqu'en
'affecté, affecté parfois daus I’excés de son naturel — et ces mains
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que j'oubliais, plus secrétes (s'il se peut) que chacun des visages
nus — tous ces traits, d’antres encore, s’enchevétrent et s’épurent
pour ormer un André Gide. Je ne dis pas: André Gide.

Lui aura-t-on reproché ses visages? Il défait I’homme, parait-
il, le délite, le décompose, le pourrit. Lui a-t-on opposé 1'Avare, le
Misanthrope, le Menteur? Le Meuteyr peut vous amuser; mais un
vrai menteur dit souvent la vérité : presque toujours. Autrement,
c’est un mythomane. L'unité de 'homme, certes je sais la voir, ir-
rémédiable et parfaite : dans les asiles d’aliénés. On ne m’avait ja-
mais dit que nos écrivains du «grand» sidcle ont peint surtuot des
névrosés. Obsédés par leur vice, leur passion, leur vertu, I’Avare,
Phédre et Polyeucte appartiennent au psychiatre. C'est 4 qui fera
le délire e plus systématique. Ah, s’ils étaient de tout repos, qu’ils
nous ennuieraient tous nos grands écrivains! Mais ce sont mon-
treurs de monstres, dompteurs de forsenés.

Il serait donc temps de comprendre que Marcel Proust ct
André Gide, quoi qu'ils laissent entendre, et malgré qu'ils en aient,
sont plus égquilibrés que Racine, ou Moliére (lesquels toutefois res-
tent éguilibrants dans la mesure ol nous voyons & quels malheurs
sont pré-destinés leurs beaux monstres). Celui qui reconnait I’am-
bivalence irrépressible des instincts et qui, récitant "homme, v
énumere plusienrs homme {homme singulier, dit-on; homme-plu-
riel conviendrait mieux), celui-la est plus prés de la médecine, de
la photographie, qu'Henri Bordeaux ou Paul Bourget. Or la mo-
rale se déduit de la médecine et de la photographie, on du moins:
des photographies. Oui, j’ai bien peur qu’avec son air d'immora-
liste, et jusqu’en son acte gratuit, André Gide ne soit aujourd’hui
un des rares hommes qui pensent ez un authentique mal-pen-
sant. (Toute morale future voudra légiférer pour tous ceux que
nous recélons: elle sera gidienne en quelque sorte).

«Le romantisme, écrit Stendhal, est1’art de présenter aux peu-
ples des ceuvres littéraires qui, dans 1'état actuel de leurs habitudes
et de leurs croyances, sont susceptibles de leur donner le plus de
plaisir possible; le ¢lassiciszne, au contraire, leur présente la litté-
rature qui donnait le plus grand plaisir possible & leurs arriére-
grands-péresy. I faut donc avouer que Gide est romgnticiste. Mais
A condition de lui donrer, pour compagnons d’étiquette, Montai-
gne, Descartes et Molidre. Aussi bien dirait-on glassigue celui qui
vit avec son temps et, ce faisant, prépare I'avenir, scadémique
étant celui 13 seul que Stendhal disait cfassicisie.

Querelle d’historiens, sans valeur pour nos lettres. Stendhal

-
-
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combattait les classicistes; mais ses ceuvres condamnaient lgs ro-
mantiques. I est classique, au seul sens qui vaille du mot langagier.
Quelque idée qu’il se fasse de 1'homme (ou un multiple) endoyant
ou sclérosé, classique est celui qui accepte Ia rhétorique, la litote.
et le cliché.

~ Christ espagnol, enfant prodigue et dieu Protée, Gide est clas-
sique.
ETIEMBLE



DEUX ENTRETIENS
SUR LEXISTENTIALISME

— D

Ces deux causeries ont été [ailes sur initiahive
du Prof. Dr. Arri, Leur seul but élail de présenter
un dpergu de P'existentialisme en général et des critiques
qui lui ont €l adressées. En voici le sommaire.

)ean Grenier,

I
LES THEMES DE I’EXISTENTIALISME

‘1° L'existence précdde Fessence, dans la réalité humaine yui
est la seule que je connaisse du dedans. Dans le monde des choges
I'essence précetde !’existence: le menuisier imagine la table avant
de la fabriquer, le géometire congoit la circonférnce avant de la
tracer. L’essence alors péut rester une simple aptitude 4 Pexistence
et éfre étudiée rationnellement. C’est elle qui intéressait les philo-
sophes exclusivement, le passage de l’essence 3 l'existence étant
considéré comme un accident et une dégradation.

Or 'existence est connue intérieurement et immédiatement,
avant toute définition, et elle déborderait en tous cas ume défi-
nition,

Des philosophes rationalistes, comme Socrate quand il était
dans sa prison et Descartes quand il était dans son poéle, ont pour-
tant bien eu le sentiment d’abord de V’éxistence personnelle dans
ce qu'elle a de singulier, mais ils I’ont ensuite rattachée & des es-
sences,

Ils ont constitué une ontologie ou explication de I'dtre; les
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existentialistes emploient une phénoménologie ou description de
'existence.

2° Exister, c’est étre un sujet.

Il n’y a pas d’existence sans intériorité, — ni individ_uaflité. Ce
qui est extérieur appartient 4 l'objet qui est en degd de l'existence;

Ce qui est universel appartient au transcendant, qui est au-
dela de ’existence.

L’objet peut étre conny, mais sa connaissance ne nous apprend
rien sur 1'Eire; il nous remseigne seulement sur 1’dyoir, Avoir,
c’est étre ce qu'on n'est pas réellement (le monde des corps).

Une explication objective est & la fois inexacte et inutile.
Le transcendant est ce vers quoi est tendue 1I’éxistence.

L'existence a nécessairement pour but le transcendant, mais
elie ne dure qu'a condition de n’étre pas absorbée par lui.

Ce transcendant qui est un projet, est: la présence i sof, la
présence a autrui, la présence au Sujet infini.

3° Mon exisience se révélp par Fangoisse,

Alors que pour les philosophes rationalistes 1'existence est d’a-
bord un fait de connaissance, et se borne 4 la connaissance de soi
eu tant qu'étre pensant.

Ici Pexistence apparait comme un mystére a percer plutdt
que comime un probléme A résoudre; le philosophe est acteur plus
que spectateur.

L’angoisse est le vertige causé par le sentiment de liherté (qut
a pris la place du cogito), c’est un «désir dirigé vers ce qu'on
craint, une antipathie sympathiques.

Elle est aussi la figuration de I'avenir et donne naissance
'idée de temps, dont I'avenir est la forme primordiale.

Enfin elle révéle le néant A la conscience et lui découvre le ca-
raciére tragique de 'existence. L’angoisse découvre 3 1'homme
son edélaissement,: il se voit seul en face de la mort 4 laquelle il
est destiné, et, prenant conscience de son abandon, tombe dans le
désespoir,

4° L'existence des autres se réuéle par le sentiment de traus-
cendance mais non par une connaissance objective: négation
nécessaire et de double intériorité.

4 La phénoménologie existentialiste &tudie les rapports du jfe et
u T,
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Le II, le Cela font partie des objets.

Elle montre les moyens de communication éntre existants par
la honte, la sympathie, le ressentiment, le mensonge, le regard,
etc., ‘senfiments qui ne s’exprimeént pas rationnellement.

L'existence dispersée devient banale (le «On»), concentrée de-
vient singuliere (le «Je»).

Il faut se choisir plus éncore que se connaitre. C'est pourquoi
la liberté joue un rdle capital.

5° L’existence trouve sa condition premiére et sa fin demzere
dans la liberisé,

L’existence, d’abord, résulte dans la réalité humaine, d’un
acte de liberté. Esse sequitur Fieri. Faire, et, en faisant, se faire.
Il 0’y a pas de nature originelle, mais une action originelle (qui
peut étre une faute),

A chaque instant ’homme se trouve dans une sifugtion qui
'oblige & un choix défini; les situations-limiles (ex, la perspective
de mourir) renfoncent le sentiment de 1’étroitesse et de la profon-
deur de lexistence. La situation rend nécessaire ’engagement,
L’abstention est impossible : 1'homme doit user nécessairement de
sa liberté.

Eniin le monde des choses subit 1a trace de la transformation
opérée par I'homme et devient ’ceuvre de la liberté humaine.
L’homme est ou une maladie de la nature par laquelle la nature se
dépasse elle-méme (en cas de négation de I’Etre transcendant) ou
un étre créé et créateur lui-méme (en cas d’affirmation).

IT.
EXAMEN DE L'EXISTENTIALISME

L'Existentialisme posséde des caractdres qui ont assuré son
succes et aftiré Ia critique. Ces caractires sont les mémes dans les
deux cas. Passons sur les moins importants, Par ex. La nouneauts
a €€ 3 la fois objet de blame et d’éloge pour I'Existentialisme,
comme elle I'avait ét¢ pour Descartes, et aussi pour St Thomas
d’Aquin. Toute doctrine nouvelle, quelqu’elle soit, doit combatire
I'esprit de routine et se défendre de 'esprit de snobisme.



— 38 —

La «littératures a repoussé et attiré chez les existentialistes. De
brillantes analyses ont séduit les gens du monde et ont mis en
garde les philosophes de profession. Mais quels sont les philoso-
phes auxquels depuis Platon il ne serait pas possible de reprocher
«a littératurey ? Le dernier en date fut Bergson. Or la littérature
étant l’expression particuliére de I’existence il serait étonnant qu’on
interdit 4 une théorie de I’existence 4’y recourir. Ce qu’on pourrait
plutdt leur reprocher, c'est de faire de la littérature pédantesque
ou faisandée.

Voyons ce qui caractérise |'Existentialisme par rapport 3 d’au-
tres doctrines contemporaines.

1° L’Existentialisine est orienté vers le spiritualisme par suite
de ses origines religieuzés (chez Kierkegaard) et du fait qu’il ge
pose des problémes qui n’ont de sens que dans un monde Qi le
sujet est sol. Ce caractére religieux se retrouve chez Gabriel Marcel,
Léon Chestov, Nicolas Berdiaeff, Benjamin Fondane etc. et il est
commun a4 des penseurs de religions différentes, qui tous éprou-
vent le besoin de poser comme existant le Dien qui s’est défini
lui-méme ainsi & Abraham (Ego sum qui sum). L’Existentialisme
prétend se passer de toute théologie ¢t méme de toute philosophie
4 ce point de vue. Il va directement 4 Dien. Entre I'individu et
I'Absolu, pas de moyen terme.

Or pour le Marxisme cette attitude est celle des premiers 4ges
de I'humanité, lorsque celle-ct avait une «pensée magiques. L’hom-
me croit que les mots sont des choses dotées d’une sorte de pouvoir,
et il s'imagine agir dircctement sur les chases elles-mémes grice A
eux. A un stade ultérieur, I’homme arrive 4 la rligion, c’est-a-dire
qu'il fait un effort d’imagination pour se représenter 'histoire et
la société; ce n’est pas encore le stade de Ia philosophie, mais ¢’en
est une amorce, L’existentialiste, lui, n’est méme pas arrivé au
stade de I'irhagination religieuse; il en est encore 4 celui de l'atti-

. tude magique. Dien ne lui est qu’un instrument pour parvenir 3
ses fins (1). :

Une vue aussi irrationaliste est condamnée par les incroyants,

(1) Aingi pour Kierkegaard Dicn est avant tout I'Etre subjectif par
excellence Celui qui commande a Abrahom de sacrifier son fils sana rai-
son, et qui sans raison aussi sauve cet Abrohem; qui sbandonne Job au

mon ¢t qui lui verd la santé et ses biens anssitdt aprds; qui enfin,
serait capable, 8’1l le voulait, de restituer Régine & StHren.
.. Cc monde 1 cst celui de la répétitiva, c’est-a-diro du retour de I'indi-
viduel, par opposition & celui de la réminiscence qui est la reviviscence du
général, caraetéristique du monde antigue.
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& qui elle parait une folie {credo quia absurdum); et aussi par
ceux des croyants, les catholiques, par ex., pour lesquels ia foi,
loin d’exclure la raison se greffe sur elle.

2° Tous les existentialistés ne sont pas croyants, loin de la,
mais ils admettent tous la premayisé du subjectif, et, par conséquent
5'il faut les classer dans les cadres de I'ancienne métaphysique, ils
seraient plutdt spiritualistes que matérialistes. Méme si 1'esprit,
pour eux, est ingéparable du corps et qu'il en partage le sort mor-
tel, cet esprit n’en ést pas moins i’organe de la révélation: c’est
lui qui ressent I’angoisse, qui souffre du vertige de la liberté, car
cette angoisse n’a rien de commun avec la peur vulgaire toujours
causée par un objet, ce vertige n’a rien de commun avec le vertige
causé par les troubles des canaux semi-circulaires.

L’Existentialisme est en somme un subjectivisme éperdu. Ii ne
peut donc agréer A une doctrine qui admet le primat de I'objet, qui
fait dépendre la connaissance de sa condition extérieure et consi-
dére Ihistoire comme mue par un processus économique. L'Exis-
tentialisme au contraire se place au cceur méme du sujet, et c’est
par irradiations successives qu’'il retrouve 1'objct, toujours pour
lui moyen au service d’une fin. L’emploi récent des mots efactices
et austénsiles pour désigner la part d’objectif ct de tout fait le mon-
tre suffisamment_

Ce n’est pas que I"Existentialisme se présente comme un 1déa-~
lisme, loin de 13, puisqu’il ne part pas de la pensée comme fait pri-
mitif mais de la totalité du sujet angoissé ¢t cherchant la libération;
ce n'est pas non plus que le Marxisme se donne comme un ma-
térialisme au sens ancien du mot, puisqu’il admte fort bien l'exis-
tence des faits de conscience & titre de phénomeénes secondaires, et
que le mot .matidren a fini par désigner quelque chose qui n'est
pas tout-a-fait 'esprit, de méme que lc mot «esprits, guelgue chose
qui n’est pas tout a fait la matiére.

Il n’empéclie que l'orientation des deux doctrines soit absolu-
ment différente et que le malentendu & partir de la notion d’es-
prit et de matiére réside plutdt dans fa direction que 1'on assigne &
la vie humaine. Le marxisme reprothe précisément a ’Existentia-
lisme de donner une idée abstraite de I'existence, de parler de la
vie sans penser aux conditions matérielies de la vie, de 'amour
sans Penser aux circonstances sociales de 1'amour etc. bref de faire
du sujet étudié ainsi isolément une abstraction. En effet il n’y a
pas de sujet qui ne soit plongé dans un milieu social et naturel avec
lequel il s’accorde ou entre en conflit.
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En uvn certain sens 1'Existentialisme serait plus proche du
Christianisme, Pour ce dernier I’homme est une ime ¢t un corps,
mais plus cncore une dme. Mais cette 4me est crée par Dieu, elle
désobéit chez le premier homme, elle est relevée grice 2 1'Incar-
nation, bref elle a unc histoire de méme qu’elle a2 une société, par
la communjon, la réversibilité, etc. Elle n’est pas un sujet.

3° Ceri nous ameéne & un autre probléme, celui de Faction.
Pour le Marxisme l'action est commandée par les conaitions so-
ciales; pour !'Existentialisme, par la condition humaine. Ces deux
théorics ont ceci de commun qu’elles visent i 1'action. Ce sont des
pragmatizmes. (Leur premier trait commun était de répudier la
métaphysique, leur second de répudier le dualisme esprit-corps).
Marx écrivait il y a cent ans que le probléme n’éfait plus de sayoir
comment expliquer le monde, mais de savoir comment le changer.
Malgré tout il s’appuyait, et ses disciples encore plus que lui, sur
une interprétation de 'histoire (qui impliquait une grande con-
fiance en la raison).

L'Existentialisme est anti-historique en ce sens qu’il est indi-
vidualiste, qu'il nie la valeur de I'histoire, que ce qui l'interesse
ve n'est pas la réminiscence mais la répétition et le paradoxe. De
plus la liberté pour I’Existentialisme est une sorte de création ex
nthilo de I'homme par lni-méme.

Or le Marxisme comme le Christianisme traditionnel admet-
tra une détcrmination de la nature humaine {qu’elle soit créée par
Dieu ou formée par 1'histoire). I1 ne pense pas que 'homme de-
vienne uniquement ce qu'il se fait; ils prétendent que I’homme est
aussi ce qu'il a été fait. Bref, en termes sartriens, il tient encore
plus compte du factice que du transcendant, Au contraire ¢’est un
trait assez commun aux existentialistes de metire 1’accent sur.le
transcendant.

Il ¥ a dans 1'Existentialisme une apothéose de la liberté qui
pourrait, qui devrait se retrouver dans une doctrine révolution-
naire, mais qui ne s’y retrouve pas en fait. Le prolétaire en effet
ne se révolic pas par suite d’une décision propre et autonome, en
prenant la responsabilité entiére de cette révalte; c’est le moment
méme de 1'histoire économique ui I'y contraint. Il y a un déter-
mrinisme intégral. Pour Iexistentialisme, non : ’'ambiguité persiste :
le prolétaire se trouve placé en face de conditions de vie inaccep-
tables d’un c¢6té, de I’autre il choisit de se révolter. C’est dans la
possibilité de ce choix que réside la grandeur de I'homme.

Donc voila deux doctrines qui sont des appels A I'action;
mais combien différentes! Le Chrnistianisme aussi est une doctrine
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d*action et de liberté; mais il suppose qu’il y a une nature humaine
et que la liberté est greffée sur cette nature. De plus la grice est
nécessaire; elle joue le role de l'histoire dans le Marxisme plus
tard. Il y a dans ces deux doctrines une condition et une fin de
’action libre, tandis que pour ’Existentialisme le factice n’existe
qu’en vue du transcendant.

4° Finalement que l'on étudie dans I’Existentialisme Dieu, le
moi ou I’action, en le confrontant avec le Marxisme et le Christia-

" niems, on s’apergoit que 1'Existentialisme combat pour la foi, pour

Pindividu, pour la liberté — mais pour une foi sans révélation

- faite & une Eglise, pour un individu sans attachement a une so-

ciét€, pour une liberté sans un but défini,

Par son dégagement de la tradition, de V'histoire, du milien
I’Existentialisme est donc un subjectivisme. Mais il est encore plus
un irrationnalisme. Car le subjectivisme peutse concilier avec le
rationalisme, la croyance 4 ’ame avec la confiance en la raison.
Voyez Descartes qui est si dégage de la théologie et de la sociolo-
gie, qui n’est ni un scolastique ni un révolutionnaire et qui avec
cela croit 4 une vérité indépendante du sujet.

Or la nouveauté importante introduite en philosophie par Kier-
kegaard c’est que non seulement il n'y a pas de vérité, sans un su]et
qui la congoive mais encore pas de vérité sans un sujet qui la crée.
Les hommes qui pensent avaient toujours cruu que leur pensée dé-
pendait d’autre chose que d’eux-mémes, y compris Kant qui cons-
tate 'existence de catégorie mentales, d’impératif catégorique, de
principes régulateurs efc. dont il l1égifere le fonctionnement. Qu’est-
ce & dire sinon que pour la premiére fois le Cogilo a cédé la place
au Volo? L’Existentialisme est I’ennemi du rationalisme autant et
plus que des philosophies de la tradition et de la révolution, avec
qui il peut s’accorder en tant qu’elles formulent non des vérités
mais des désirs.

Ce que je pense de I’Existentialisme?

Je 'approuve d’avoir dénoncé les soi-disant a priori dans les-
quels notre existence est emprisonnée, d’avoir dégagé une vérité
premigre qui est I'existence de ma propre réalité, d’avoir montré
que les conditions de connaissance étaient secondaires par rapport
aux raisons d'étre, et qu'il n’y a pas de valeur sans évaluation, de
vérité sans vérification.

Je lui reproche d’avoir cru qu’en debors de la raison il pou-
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vait y avoir un criterium possible en 'absence d’un Etre transcen-
dant. La métaphysique reste nécessaire; la constatatiion ne doit
pas se faire passer pour une explication - de placer en 1’homme une
confiance exagérée et de croire que les puissances obscures peu-
vent le conduire plus loin que ses puissances claires, L’irrationalis-
me (existentialiste) ne peut pas compenser I'échec du rationalisme.

Jean GRENIER



HISTORY anxp tHE HISTORIAN

A Public Leclure delivered in the Hall of the
Faculty on Thursday, March 4, 1948, by Dr.
James ). Aucrmury, Member of the Royal Irish
Academy and Fellow of the Royal Historical Sociely:
Assistant Professor af Modern History al the Facully.

In a recent issue of the English Historicel Review a distin-
guished British historian, in a pleasantly favourable note on my
recent biographical and critical essay on LECKY, greatest of Irish
historians, so closely connected with my own university of Dublin,
somewhat startled me with his comments on my attitude to history
and historiography :- “From one side and another, over and over
again the reader is sure to find himself in amicable disagrecment
with opinions implied or expressed in this bo One might con-
jecture that it would even take a consideraoi. essay or a long
debate going to the roots of historiography to decide whether the
author is right in disparaging so completely... (a) paradoxical jud-
gement of Acton...”” I was the more surprised in that on the judge-
ment referred to I had felt that today there could be no two opi-
nions. Accordingly I was compelled, as every student of history
must be compelled at some fime or another, to examine the basic
principles of historical study. A whole series of correlated and
relevant questions had to be passed in review and an attempt made
to come to some firm decision on an attitude towards the subject
and towards historical research. Such an enquiry has not shaken
my opinion on the particular point at issue and it is not my pre-
sent infention fo enter on any detailed defence but rather to outline
the results of my persopal investigation and then to discuss certain
aspects of historiography which have only come to the fore with
the present generation.

Man has always held the past in high esteem; otherwise the
knowledge of his environment would be limited to the experience
of his own generation, and each would have to start anew his vo-
yage of discovery through the complexities of nature, Nothing
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in this World can be known or understood intelligently withount
some Iideas as to its origin. Even a new machine is but imper-
fectly explicable apart from its history. Since man is more im-
portant than the machine more time must be devoted to the study
of man than to the study of the machine, but it is essential to re-
cognize that the present is, in its entirety, the outcome of the past,
and from that rccognition should come a more lively and intelli-
gent interest in the world around us. To many it seems clear that
for thousands of years civilization has been persistently advancing
along certain definite lines, though the rate of advance varies in-
cessantly both from place to place and from time to time. Such
an opinion disagrees with that of Fisher, who failed to find any
constant rhythm in history but agrees with that of Toynbee who
not only asserfs a unity of history but argues that any theory of
progress in cycles would be an everlasting cosmic joke. History,
as we conceive it is the record of the orderly progress of all that
makes up our environment; and it is not merely a study in cau-
sation or a branch of criticism hut also a great time drama pos-
sessing all the qualities of a scicnee and of an art. In so far as it
is a systematized and orgnnized body of knowledge it is a science
and we are in full agreemi=znt vith Buey that there is such a thing
as a Science of History but the tcrms of his challenge were too
extreme : “History is a Science; nothing less and nothing more.”’
History “‘knowledge gained by a process of enquiry’’ must be
fused into the form of art if it iz to mcet with any kind of accep-
tancc. Even Bury admitted this in a different context: “"History
is, in the last resort, somebody’s image of the past and the image
is conditioned by the mind and experience of the person wbo forms
it.”” The presentation of this image is an act of artistic creation
and of literary composition Historical narratives can never sur-
vive, cxcept as a source of material for experts, unless they are
works of -art, and no historian has risen to truc greatness who s
not an artist as well as a scientist, who does not follow in the steps
of Gibbon, Macaulay, Buckle or Froude.

It is only in modern times that geuerations have grown up
willing on the one hand to spend whole life-times in the pursuit
of historical knowledge or on the other prepared to devote large
periods of leisure to the reading of other people’s opinions on
matters of historical importance, “The reading of Histories only
for delight, talk and ostentaiion, is a prodigal consumption of
precious time’’ wrote George Snell in 1649 only a few years after
Bacon had declared: “Histories make men wise’’; but in our
modem western world so many have their lives deadened by rou-
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tine -accupations that some turn to history as others to detective
stories for a literature of escape and of imagination. Obviously
it is not the prime function of the historian or of the university
school of history to provide a literature of escape but we do not
sneer at gas the bye-product of coal so long as our supply of coal
is not interfered with. So long as historical novels and biographies
turn the attention of some to the pursuit of historicai truth so long
do they have a value even in the circle of the expert. It is the ge-
neral opinion that the novels of Sir Walter Scott gave a wholly
new direction to English historiography, and they certainly ins-
pired many to their first interest in a branch of learning deserving
of study for its own sake which is also a kind of knowledge useful
in daily life. Newvcrtheless for most of us gifted with a-inind for
historical enquiry the ‘temperate curiosity’”’ recommended by
Lord Bolingbroke remains sound advice: “‘Someg (histories) are
to be read, some are to be studied, and some may be neglected cn-
tirely not only without detriment, but with advantage. Some are
the proper object of one man’s curiosity, some of another’s, and
some of all men’s; but all history is not an object of curiosity for
any man. He who improperly, wantonly and absurdly makes it
s0 indulges in a kind of canine appetite; the curiosity of the one
like the hunger of the other devours ravenously and without dis-
tinction whatever falls in its way.”” It ic not given to mankind to
produce 2 Toynbee, any more than a Gibbon, in every generation,
and increasing specialization makes it progressively more impro-
bable.

“The end and scope of all history being to teach us by exam-
ple of times past such wisdom as may guide our desires and ac-
tions’’ wrote Sir Walter Raleigh in his prison cell as he attempted
a Histoty of the World. He had but little improved on the great
definition of Thucydides, hopefully propounded centuries before
our era, 'History is philosophy teaching by example.”” How much
nobler is this outlook than that of Gibbon! “History is little more
than the register of the crimes, follies and misfortunes of man-
kind’; or of Oscar Wilde “'That dreadful record of crime known
as history’’. But both Gibbon and 'Wilde lived at a period when
the study of history still meant the study of the distant past, and
the notion of recent history as a school for statesmen or as sup-
plying a general background of culture for the many had not yet
ansen, History as a subject of other than dilettante research has
bat recenﬂy come to the fore. No one but the expert feels called
upon to read much that was wntten more than two centuries ago,
and the nineteenth century saw a complete fransformation in the



—df —

purpose and outlook of influential historians. Historical enquirv
must always be undertaken in accordance with the ideas and in-
terests dominant at the moment of investigation and no historian
can abstract himself from his environment. He must therefore
strive to understand both his environment and himself, and this
generally requires more than mere passive acquaintance. Profes-
sor Brogan has well said : “'It is a man’s right not as a Professor
but as a citizen, to have views, to get them expressed as best he
can and to convert his fellow-citizens, learned and unlearned, not
merely to assent but to action. A Professor who is a socialist in
his chair but never from a soap box is merely a more sophisticated
form of an idiot.”” It is certainly no essential part of a teacher’s
duty to influence the pupils under his care by a one-sided presen-
tation of the facts and he is an unworthy teacher who does not
present as best he can the various sides of every question not me-
rely because of one’s duty in the pursuit of truth but also, at the
lower level since in any democratic state all types and classes of
political opinion may be represented among the pupils, and all
are equally deserving of consideration. Still it is no accident that
all the great historians before the present day were persons whose
full-time activity wos not devoted to the study and teaching of
any kind of histc.,. The “academic historian’’, the “‘professor
of history’’ is a recent figure. The noble line which stems from
the Greek writers Thucydides, Herodotus and Xenophon and ends
in English with Gibbon and Macaulay, Buckle, Lecky, Acton and
Froude is a line of great men who brought to their historical out-
look the wisdoin acquired in military, political or even commercial
life. The precision and accuracy of modern research workers is
superior to that of their predecessors but no one can claim for them
the same breadth of learning and imaginative sweep, It is no
historical accident that Gibbon’s Decline and Fall appeared
in the eighteenth century, or that the same epic story would today
be comprised in a dozen or so special studies, each authoritative
but few readable. Specialization is essential in face of the tre-
mendous expansion of human knowledge but it exacts a heavy
price in destroying the essential unity of the human mind.

It is given only to God and to angels to be lookers on’’ wrote
Francis Bacon, possessor of one of the most remarkable intellects
in the whole of British history, essayist, scientist, historian but also
statesman and Lord Chancellor. The Victorian liberal believed
neutrality in thought to be possible and yet it was of those same
liberal historians that Emerson, the American philosopher, could
write: *‘the history of Rome and of Greece when written by their
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scholars degenerated into English party pamphi-ts’”’. We knowing
more about the emotions and also about human failings realise
that it is not. But the reader who fails to grasp a historian’s bias
is generally lacking in intelligence and even the lecturer will soon
be queried by the varicgated members of his class. The Whig
school of historians have dominated English historiography not
because they were always right but because they were alwavs
rcadable. And just as the reader must note the author's bias he
must also examine closely his choice of subject. In modern western
historical research as in modern western industry, Toynbee has
pointed out that, the quantity and location of raw materials is
threatering to govern the activities and lives of human beings;
the potter is becoming the slave of his clay. To the preservative
qualities of the Egyptian desert we owe our great knowledge of
the Ancient Egyptian Empire, how little do we know of the Se-
leucid which was probably of equal iinportance !

Since every author is the child of his time all historical works
have to be understood in their context and a dead author’s context
has to be discovered historically. From the informed writings of
Heropotus, the father of history, ThucypiDEs and XEk-
NOPHON it is a sad declension to the chroniclers of mediaeval
Europe whode pages are {illed with facis, often fanciful, presented
without any pretensions to literary charm, perhaps destined for
edification rather than the service of truth. A new spirit is dawning
in the thirteenth century when Mathew Paris could write: “The
way of the historical writers is hard for if they tell the truth they
provoke men and if they write what is false they offend God.”
In the history of European thought there have been few greater
sensations than that caused during the renaissance when Lorenzo
Valla (1.j06-1457) demonstrated the Donation of Constantine to be
a clumsy forgery, made some five centuries later than its presumed
date. In their context the original forgers had not felt themselves
dishonest. They probably believed in their grant, they felt the
proof would be useful. They can be compared with the English
monk, who, on being asked to write the biography of the Patron
Saint of a neighbouring foundation, asked for materials, and when
told there were none replied : “*So much the better ! T shall prepare
you a story after tbe manner of St. Thomas a Beckett’’. That
monk felt no moral compunction. He was like a modern novelist
writing for his public. This is a far cry from the notion, slowly
gaining strength since the time of the Renaissance, that history
should be studied for its own sake, for the mere purpose of getting
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at the fruth respecting the causes, the facts and the consequences
of the great movements of the past. :

In the medieval world it was an Arabic historian who set out
the highest ideals of historical research; though like so many wes-
terners of later date he proved a voice crying in the wilderness.
The weakness of the great majority of Arab historians is the com-
pilation of vast quantities of undigested material. Every source
is tapped, every reference quoted, but too often there is neither
synthesis nor evaluation. Their general inferiority to the best
of the west is shown by the comparisons that are made. AT-Ta-
BARI who died in 923 was by Gibbon called the Arab Livy;
Ar-Masounr who died ings6 has been called the Herodotus
of the Arabs; but Isv-Knaipun (1332-1406) stands on his
own feet incomparably alone, the greatest historian to write in
Arabic at any period in the history of the language, with a scien-
tific attitude far in advance of the western world of his day. In
his Prologomena, which would be better calied Introduction, fo
History, of which a good English translation is much to be de-
sired, he sets out at length his principles of historical study and
research. “...history includes reflection and examination and the
subtle tracing of causes and origins. And it is worthy to be consi-
dered one of the sciences of wisdom.” Ibn-Khaldun identified
the Science of History with the Science of Civilisation — ‘‘a vast
and infinite science in which all particular arts and sciences may
be included.’”” In history he recognized an cndless cycle of pro-
gress and retrogression analogous to the phenomena of human life.
Kingdoms are born, attein maturity and die, and, since he was
chiefly thinking of the shifting kingdoms of the desert, their brief
life he estimated at not more than three gencrations or 120 years,
reminding the English-speaking of the Lancashire proverb about
success in commerce : Clogs to clogs, three generations.

Ibn-Khaldun was very scverc on the errors and the non-
scientific attitude of his predecessors. Pointing out that even in
the fourteenth century the historically minded public was growing
he deprecated the over-emphasis on political history and recom- -
mended less genealogical and legal detail since others than minis-
ters and members of ruling families were now prepared to read
historical works. He enunciated seven causes of error in the
writing of history :- i. Prejudice; ii. Undue confidence in autho-
rities; iii. Ignorance of the aim of those who took part in historical
events; iv. Readicess to believe that truth has already been ob-
tained; v. Ignorance of the circumstances surrounding cvents;



vi. Desire 1o win the favour of great personages; vii. Ignorance of
the nature of thiugs from which civilization arises. Unforfunately
Ibn-Khaldun is a great hight shining in a sea of darkness, No
other historian of comparable talents followed in his footsteps and
he is a lone figure in the intellectual world of his day. He had a
strangely chequered career, in turn cvil-servant, diplomat, lawyer,
judge, theologian — he was at all times a prolific writer — on
philosophy, logic, arithmetic and law as well as history. Four
times he was Secretary or Prime Minister to one of the peity Sul-
tans of North Africa; three timmes he was dismissed or imprisoned.
Three times he was Grand Cadi of the Malakite Rite at Cairo and
twice dismissed. Yet in all his misadventures he was treated with
the respect due to his remnarkable learning cven when captured by
the great Tamurlane during the Sultan of Egypt's invasion of
Sytia in 1400. He certainly belongs to that noble line already re-
ferred to who brought to their historical outlook the wisdom ac-
quired in military and political life.

ibn-Khaldun left no school. He was a genius born out of
due time, and Professor Flint can hardly be justified in calling
him the founder of the Science of History. That Science 15 the
child of the eighteenth century, for History as an exact science 1s a
latc invention. In the sensc parallel to that in which Euclid, Aris-
totle and Archimedes were scientists the ancients had no histo-
rians. In the social sciences Aristotle, as a writer on Politics, is the
first scientific thinker. As the Bahylonians and the Egypliuns
secrn {o have collected observatons and made measurements
without really achieving a scientific outlook upon astronomy and
mathematics, so Thucydides and Tacitus recorded with industry
and imagination what they had seen and heard; but observation
and measurement are not science, and memoirs and legends are
anly of the stuff of history. Observation and measurement be-
come science when they are synthesised or gencralized or when the
rotion of the concept emerges and thiz first happened with the
Greeks. Memoir and legend become history when they are lifted
out of the region of authority by the birth of historical criticism;
and this is the discovery of our modern world, its contribution to
the advancement of human knowledge. Critical history, fores-
hadowed by Ibn-Khaldun, began in the hands of men like Vico
and Hume; Gibbon and Montesquieu; Niebuhr and Herder; and
ripened into the nineteenth century when in the words of Colling:
wood : “history stood forth the unmistakable Queen of the Sciences
and biologists like Darwin and Huxley, philosophers like Hegel,
theologians like Baur and Newman, and economists like Marx ex-
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plicitly resolved the problems of their special sciences into histo-
rical problems, and all the waters of religion and science went to
swell the great river of historical thought. - So gigantic has becn
the effect of this revolution that as yet pcople hardly appreciate
it. They talk of cvolution, of progress, of the metaphysical reality
of time, as if thosc were notions of the first importance and granu
discoveries of modern science. - But they are the only half under-
stood and mythological expressions of the concept of history™.
Throughout this paper you will note that the word Hislory
is being used in what the philosophers might call its common-sense
meaning, and that, of course, 1s the way most of us personally use
it. The word, however, possesses certain ambiguities. The ma-
jority mse it iinproperly, as I have used i, to denote the actual
course of events, whereas the truc definition makes of history
merely a mode of enquiry, or of learning by cnquiry. I am not,
however, approaching the subject as a philosopher, in the tech-
nicz! sense, and I merely want you to realize that if we refer to
Alexander and to Mussolini as Makers of History we should, were
we exact, be asserting that these leaders were distinguished writers
of historical narratives. To call Julius Caesar a Maker of History
would be, in every sensc, correct, Accepting the common usage
therc is one further pont whicl: modern philosophers are always
calling to our attention. \What 15 the actual course of events we
aim at describing? History is not a science of direct observation,
or of experiment but of criticism. The object of the historian,
according to such philosophers as Croce and Collingwood, is to
relive the experiences of the past, to concérn himself not so much
with action which is the result of thought as with the act of thinking
itself. As Collingwood has asserted :- ““Historical knowledge is
the knowledge of what 1nind has done in the past, and at the same
time it is the redoing of this, the pcrpetuation of past acts in the
present.” In comtradistinction to the Marxian interpretation of
history the predominant western school of historiography stresses
the domination of the human mind in its relation with the external
world. Pressed to extremes the doctrine of the supremacy of
thought over action can be nonsensical. Prior to the 1945 Brtish
general election someone invited G.M. Trevelyan, the most dis-
tinguished living British historian, to express a political forecast as
to the result. He replied that he took no part in politics but that
he hoped Mr. Churchill would be defeated because: “He is a
great historian.”” This opinion can, of course, be looked at from
several points of view. If Trevelyan meant that Churchill had
reached ‘an age when he must have leisure to continue the histo-



rical work which would give him one type of lasting fame he was
giving a sound judgement. On the other hand Churchiii’s genius
as a historian has been, in great measure, due to his participation
in great cvents, and if therefore Trevelyan’s remark was in any
sense a criticism of the value of Churchill’s eventful career it was,
from my point of view, wrong. The dichotomy which these phi-
losophical historians set up between thought and action seems to
me too sharp, one is impossible without the other, the interpene-
tration is so close for me as to make them inseperable. I thercfore
query the extreme interpretation of CoLLINGWOOD’s line of
arguement that anybody can shape events only a great man can
write about them. ‘There is no mode of action, no form of emo-
tion, that we do not share with the lower animals. [t is only in
language that we rise above them, by language which is the parent
and nat the child of thought.”” Elsewhere he writes: “'the cause
(of a historical event) for (the historian) means the thought in the
mind of the perzon by whose agency the event came about: and
this is not something other than the event, it is the inside of the
event... By an effort of active critical thinking the historian re-
thinks these thoughts in his own mind, He constructs a picture
which is partly a narrative of events, partly a description of situa-
tions, exhibition of motives, analysis of characters. He aims at
making his picture a coherent whole, whose cvery character and
every situation is so bound up with the rest that the character in
this situation cannot but act in thiz way.”

It is, of course, necessary that we should enquire at tines into
the validity of our modes of thonghi and experience but most of
us will go on in the old way expressing perhaps the countryman’s
pleasure when he learned that he had been talking prose all his
life. In any case in our generation philosophy has stepped down
from its former pedestal on which it attempted to explain the uni-
verse and has now reduced itseil to the much humbler task of
analysing the structure within its reach. It has become concerned
with the skeleton rather than with the spirit just when historical
cnquiry has widened its scope fram a study.of purely pelitical
history to a situation in which the sphere of history is as wide as
the sphere of human interest.

We have come to realise that political history is but an infini-
fesimal portion of the great panorama which true history lays be-
forc us. In all ages and in all gencrations the life of the common
man has pursued the even tenour of its way unheeding of and un-
hindered by the changes and chances of the political stiutation.
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An over emphasis on political history, such as still obtains in Fran-
ce, is what this generation must attempt to avoid at the same time
also escaping the error of falling into the other extreme and ex-
plaining all history in terms of economics. The historians to whom
I am personally most attracted are those who associate historical
progress with the evolution of human thought. They were domi-
rrant for a short period in the nineteenth century but they accom-
plished a lasting work among the most distinguished of our histo-
rians even if they had little cffect on school text-books. In that
century, for a moment in our intellectual history, great minds at-
tempted not merely to synthesise knowledge but also to lay new
foundations for our systems of thought. The vulgar notion of the
English Victorian age as one of unqualified commercial expansion
dominated by rigorous conceptions of middle-class morality Is a
democratic conception in the sense that it is obtained by the mere
counting of heads but it takes no account of the intellectual fer-
ment going on in the educated classes of society as the result of
the outpourings of scholars and scientists of very divergent opi-
nions. The representative Victorian writers may have been co-
loured-tiy the spirit of their age but they were setting light to revo-
lutionary fires which undermined ail prevailing systems of
thought.

With the possible exceptions of G.M. Trevelyan or of Arnold
Toynbee, no modern historian posszesses or deserves, among the
English-speaking public, that influence which was attained with
such masterly sucess by Macaulay, Buckle, Carlylie, Lecky, Frou-
de, to a lesser degree Acton, and by the Americans, Prescott,
Motley and Lea. Not only did these men have something to say,
but, in a manner different from the vast majority of historians,
that had each a philosophy to express, and these philosophies de-
liberately sapped the foundations of much current belief. In cffect
these authors laid down the intellectual foundations of our time,
and the varied attempts to overthrow their philosophic edifices
nave so far produced no critic of equal influence with the original
writers. It is the modern fashion to snéer at Buckle and his vast
design of a History of Civilization,of which he was only permitted
to lay the groundwork, but much of our modern change of em-
phasis in historical research is either explicit or irplicit n hs work.
Attention is turned from action to thought, from rulers to the com-
mon-people, from Acts of God to scientific phenomena.” The pre-
seut vogue, which he envisaged, is for a climatological approach
to history. The influence of climate and the influence of disease
are the two factors which have most usefully been brought to the
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fore in recent years, and neither of them has any close affinity for
that domination of thought over event which seems to be asserted
by CoLLINGWOOD.

‘We now see that progress and civilization are closely related
to the distribution of disease. It is many centuries since the Latin
poet HORACE asserted that all men could be wise save when
they bad a cold in the head. No great civilization has been esta-
blished in those areas of the world where malaria is endemic or
where the climate is well outside the optimwuin for human comfort.
Two thousand years ago Aristotle, Hippocrates and Herodotus
thought that the rise of Greece and the fate of the mighty empires
of Asia Minor confirmed the excellence of the climate of Greece,
yet, despite the influence of Montesquieu and of Buckle, it is only
in this century that serious study of the effect of climate on history
has been undertaken. The subjcct has been particularily brought
to the attention of American scholars because of the effect on the
way of life of a section of the American people of the denudation
of some of the middle western states owing to excessive fcliing of
forests and uneconomic usage of soil resources. In large areas
of the United States and Canada human gresd has produced a
regression of civilization. It is obvious that what is going on under
our own cyes today rmust have occured frequently in history and
we now realise that those invasions of Europe led by Alaric and
Attila were not so inuch the result of inspiring leadership as of the
necessity for following the line of least resistance. Thesc barbarian
tribés were forced out of Asia by the failure of their feeding
grounds.

It is now realised that there has been a great recession of water
in the Near East. The Syrian desert is covered with the ruins of
mighty cities where today it is almost impossible to support huinan
life, but how few of our historians explain military defeats or even
the fall of mighty civilizations in terms of exhausted resources
caused by events outside human control. Of course humanity
can contribute to the physical causes of its own destruction. The
American farmer in the middle west ccrtainly has. When the
Arabs conquered Alexandria it was the second city of th¢ Roman
empire with a population of over a million, with four thousand
public baths and four thousand theatres; all through the Roman
empire the Roman army spread the use of public warm water
baths, the ruins of wany of which we can still se¢, but the fall of
the empire resulted in the destruction of the baths and, more se-
riously, the complete loss of the knowledge of how they were
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heated. In 950 A.D. under the rule of Abd-el-Rahman ii the po-
pulation of Spain was calculated at thirty million; in 1594 under
Philip ii, at the beginning of what somc call Spain’s Golden Age
it had dropped to a little over eight million as a result of incessant
warfare, the expulsion of the Jews and the Moors, the influence of
the Inquisition and emigration to America. Spain has never re-
covered from that blood-Ict*ng. In this Spanish case we have a
collection of general causes only recognizable over centuries and
so like climate and diséase too often overlooked. They produced
that exhausted type of Spanish intellect exemplified in the famous
address of the university of Cervera — the only university in Ca-
talonia — to Ferdinand VII: "Far be from us the dangerous no-
velty of thinking.”’ :

The leading climatological historian, Ellsworth Huntington,
explains American predominance in the world today by reference
to its optimum temperature for human life and work, and the
prevalence in the northern United States of stormy conditions
which he contends are provocative of human thought and energy.
Like all pioneers his tendency is to claim too much but his contri-
butions to historical thought are undoubtedly significant and it is
essential today that historians should look at mankind as a whole
since all presentcivilizations take most of their new characteristics
from western Europe. As cities all over the world become in-
creasingly alike so also do the lives of intelligent people. Save for
its natural beauty the corniche of Alexandria might be the sky-
line of any American city. Politically Egypt has had few r¢la-
tions with the United States in the past and present contacts are
very uneasy yet consider the profound influence exercised on
Egyptian civilization by the cinema, the motor car, the aeroplane
and so much else of largely American provenance. How many
Arabic historians have measured or estimated these influences? So
far agricultural workers are not equally standardized with those
in towns but perhaps in a thousand years all humanity may have
cvolved to a standard type, though since change is at an uneven
pace it is also possible that the divergencies may increase.

Huntington régards the march of civilization as a great tide
which moves steadily forward in a wide flat wave. On the top
of the wave one can recognize huge swells due to a storm far out
at sea. These cause the water to rise and fall so much that the tide
is not noticed till some time has elapsed. The swells correspond
to the rise and fall of nations due to the broad interplay of biological
inhéritance, psychical environment and cultural endowment. The

-
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small waves are due to local winds which represent wars, new
treatics, parliamentary debates, the influence of great personalities
or of outstanding books.

Thus Huntington, though stressing climatological factors, re-
cognizes many others including that of personality which is so
completely overlooked by the Marxian interpretation of history
and to which even Buckle, in revolt against the dominant tenden-
cies of his time, gave too little value. The Russian revolution
would have been something very different without Lenin; its de-
velopment would have been considerably altered had Trotsky
been substituted for Stalin. But personality can dominate his-
tory it cannot make it. There are too many other factors. When
we study the Crusades we all know the names of the leaders but
how much do we know of the influences which determined their
success or lack of it. In 1098 300,000 1nen besieged Antioch; in
10gg the 60,000 who were left captured Jerusalem; by 1100 only
20,000 remained. In 1190 100,000 arrived on a new crusade at
Antioch. Famine, plaguc and desertion — the last caused chiefly
by terror — reduced the force to 500. Guneral Leclere, a first
class French general was sent in 18or to Haiti to overcomce the
negro revolt under that greatest negro statesman ol history ~-
Toussaint 'Ouverture. 22,000 out of 25,000 men died of yeliow
fever. In such case what is the use of gencralshipr Quite re-
cently a paper contributed to a medical periodicat proved that a
prime cause of Montgomery’s desert victories was the superiar
health enjoyed by his men compared with the condition of the
German army. A General to be successful must lcarn from his-
tory! Therc is much work still to be done in order to study the
general causes of historical events, to discern underlying trends
which alter the course of history.

Unfortunately historians are no quicker than any other class
in learning their lessons. Long after the heat of batlle and argu-
ment the embers that remain are fanned by the limited and the
ignorant. This in European history is particularly truc of the
Reformation period. The English reformation is still by many
attributed to the unworthy desire of an English king, Henry viil.
to take a new wife, thus overlooking not merely the past history of
English revolt from Roman claims but also the similar divorce
cases on which the king based his case. How many know that
two months prior to Henry's case his sister Margarct had obtained
a divorce in Rome on far flimsier grounds; that a previous pope
had granted Henry iv of Castile permission to have two wives but
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that Henry viii refused such a suggestion with conscientious
horror. Too many look to history to substantiate their own opi-
mions. It can do that but its destiny is much higher. The philo-
sopher who wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes was asserting an eternal
truth when he wrote: "He who increaseth wisdom increaseth
sorrow’’ or as it has been said in modern times: “God has given
to every man a choice betwcen truth and repose."’

Cominitting onesclf to any philosophy of history is aceordingly
an act of faith and that faith will receive many blows from this
side and from that. The nineteenth century was proudly con-
vinced of the certainty of human progress. We are much fess cer-
tain. Yet we can take heart from the deep pessimism of so many
leaders of the past: Wellington in the last ye..r of his life thanked
God that he would not live to see the ruin which was coming upon
England; in 1790 Burke asserted: “France does not exist politi-
cally, it is expunged out of the Map of Europe™, in 1847 Disraeli
felt: “In industry, commerce and agriculturc there is no hope’”.
Just as great minds do not necessarily recognize the trends of
their own day neither are they sound judges of the future. How
long did it not take the doctrine of the sovereignty of the people to
become an accepted historical idea.  To quote from RaNkE the
greatest of German historians: "'There is no political idea which
has had so profound an influcnce in the course of the last few cen-
turies as that of the sovereignty of the pcople. At times rcpressed
and acting only on opinion, then breaking out again, openly con-
fessed, never rcaheer] and perpetually intervening, it is the eternal
ferment of the modern world.”” The strength of fceling behind the
nineteenth century growth of the idea of nationality was also long
unrecognized. As late as 1862 the Czar, Alexander II, invited
Bismarck to enter the Russian service. Only in a communist
state could such an offer be possible today and even there it would
be unpopular! Historians like Buckle and Lecky allowed much
too little for the strength of human emotions. It has taken the
influence of Freud and of the modern school of psychology to
explain much previously overlooked in the history of human per-
sonality and activity.

Burckhardt, in many ways perhaps the most influential of
nineteenth century historians, with his deep insight intc human
affairs was certainly a most accurate prophet: ''The most ominous
thing is not the present era ,but the era of wars upon which we
have entered, and that is what the new spirit will have to adapt
itself to. How much, how very much that men of culture have
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loved will they have to throw overboard as spiritual luxury!...
To me, as a teacher of history, a very peculiar phenomenon has
taken place namely the sudden devaluation of all mere “events’ of
the past. Krom now on, my lecturcs will stress {he history of
ideas, retaining only an indispensable scaffolding of cvents.””
Burckhardt hated thosc very things which he foresaw would ine-
vitably mark the twentieth century — standardization, vulgariza-
Hon, mere size but, most of all, he dreaded {he worship of power.
And yet even Burckhardt was very uncertain of his own historical
aims. In 1874 he wrotc to Nictzche, then a great intellectual force
now everywhere recognized his inferior : "My poor head was never
capable, as yours is, of reflectiyg upon the ultimate reasons, aims
and disabilities of historical science... My task was to put people
into possession of that selid [ovndation which is indispensable to
their further work if it is not to become aimless. I have done
what I could to bring them to take personal possession of the past
— in any shape or form — and at any rate not to sicken them of
it'!!

This must be the aim of every historian, the obtaining of per-
sonal possession of the past, scattering one’s net as widely as poz-
sible, keeping the mind open to every wind that blows and yet
persuing a journey on an even keel. Remcmbering that history
is a schoo! of political method, a storehouse of political precedent
and a basis for pelitical progress, but it is tnuch more, it provides
the substance for the studies of sociology, anthropolegy and ar-
chaeology, it enlightens much of our study of geography; there is
no science which does not henefit from the 'iistorical approach
The means of civilization should never be mistaken for the ends.
Modern inventions depcnd entirely for their valve on the use to
which they are put. The study of this use must be the method
of historical enquiry. The work of the historian, in the widest
sense, is therefore essential to an understanding of and mastery
over our present civilization. His true function is the discovery
of those universal patterns which bring order into what wonld
otherwise be a chaos of individual facts and statements,

JaMEs J. AucHMUTY.



THE AMERICAN SYSTEM
OF GOVERNMENT

Summary of a Public Leclure delivered by
Dr. James . Auchmury, Assistant Professor of
Modern History on Rpril, 17,1947.

The United States Constitution is the first written constitution
of the modern kind, based on the theory that the individual is an
end in himself and the state a means to the fulfillment of that end;
that the object of government is the good of the governed und that,
generally speaking, that good is to be found in the happiness of
the governed. Ethicaily it is true that happiness is not the sole
end of life but it is the only one of which politics can presume to
take account. Quite deliberately the Fathers of the American
constitution decided that good administration is not necessarilv
good government and that to avoid tyranny and promote individ-
ualism it was better, at times, to have no government rather than
a bad one. This attitude is a luxury possible only for certain
states, desirable for all, explicable in terms of background but
most unsuitable for many countries of the modern world. Despite
the opinions of nineteenth centary liberals, constitutions cannot
be transferred ready-made, and it is even more foolish, as has been
suggested in the case of India, to transfer a constitution suitable
for 1 homogeneous people with a common political tradition to a
sub-continent conspicuous for its varieties of racial and religious
experience,

Although parliamentarianism qn the liberal democratic pat-
tern is'of British origin, with the exception of the British domi-
nions, the fiffy or more siates which have adopted this method
of government have borrowed at second hand rather than copying
the original. ‘Why? Because the American, the French and the
Belgian constitutions, which are the popular models, are all rigid
and in writing and easy to copy; but the British constitution, un-
written, alive and growing is not easy to catch at any given time.

. ——————
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The result is that too many constitutions are copies of copies, strait
jackets rather than vehicles for growth and expansion.

The American constitution is the product of its environment
The leaders of the revolution were nourished on the writings of
Locke and on the traditions of the English Puritan revolution; by
the expr’-‘on of the French from Canada they were free of any
dangerous enemy on the North American continent. The majo-
rity of immigrants had come to America to avoid religious persec-
ution but by 1776 the old sectarian spirit had softened and opiniou
was influenced by Voltaire and Montesquieu to a conviction of

“the superior value of the British constitution. Neveriheless the
thirteen original colonics felt no real sensé of united national loyalty
during th. War of Independence, 1776-1783. A new constitution
was essential after the war if the colonies were not to drift apart
and become thirteen independent republics, many with very diver-
gent industrial and cultural backgrounds.

In the constitution the influence of Montesquieu was predo-
minant. that of the radical Tom Paine of little significance. In
L’Esprit des Los  Monstesquicu foend the suecess of the-
British constitution to lie in the separation of the three great powers
of government — executive, legislative and judicial. The 3g re-
presentatives who signed the draft constitution on Scptember 157,
15787 had ept this very much in mind. The constitution provided
for the unity of the nation in the person of a President, who un-
fortunately is both political and ceremonial head of the state.
elected indirectly by the people of all the states; it recognized the
equal sovereignty of the states in a Senate to which each state sent
two representatives whose status was akin to that of an Ambassa-
dor; it acknowledged the sovercignty of the people in 2 House of
Representatives whose members were proportional to the popula-
tion. The executive was to have no share in the legislative body;
meémbers of the cabinet, a body which is not mentioned in the
constitution, cannot sit in either branch of Congress. Finally a
Supreme Court was established to act as guardian and interpreter
of the constitution and this guardianship was actively extended
during the long and notable career of Chief Justice Marshall.

The constitution specifically laid down those powers which
fell to the central government, and the residue — 3 very consi-
derable amount — are at the disposal of the states. The 48 states
are in charge of local government, education, the police, the char-
tering of banks and companies, the care of roads, bridges and
canals, and, most important, théy have the power to decide who
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15 to vote and how, accordingly some states have kepi negrocs or
those unable to pay a poll-tax from voting. It is the province of
the Supreme Court to decide if or when the Federal and State
governments are infringing on each others powers. As further
checks on the dangers of tyranny frequent elections are provided
for. The President and his understudy the Vice-President, a man
almost without a job, have a four year term; a Senator sits for
six years, and 2 Representative for two. As result the Senate has
become the stronger branch of the legislature, Though the cons-
titution is cumbrous, clumsy and slow it has had but 21 amend-
ments in a century and a half, Save for Franklin Roosevelt no
Président has ruled for more than two terms, He is no longer
elected by chosen intelligent leaders but in practice by a vote of
the whole people, yet his policies may be nullified by the oppo-
sition of a legislature clected at a different time; the power of
the Supreme Court has in political affairs, become top great; just
as the position of thz Cabinet is not sufficiently powerful and the
American executive, not sitting in congress has by no means the
experience or authority of a British cabinst. A flexible consti-
tution of the British type could meet emergency situations much
more quickly than a rigid American one. In a world dominated
by the atomic bomb the latter may be outmoded, yet the fre-
quency of elections, not merely to congress but alsa to positions in
state and local government have made it the constitution of all
the world most in touch with the people, it is a symbol of day by
day democracy just as it is the first example of a successful fe-
dera! constitution.

Javes J AvcHMmoTy.



THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX
IN CORIOLANUS

English scholarship, which is only beginping to accept the
method of interpreting certain plays and poems as historical alle-
gory, has displayed an even greater reluctance to apply the me-
thods of psycho-analysis to literaturc. This reluctanue appears
be based on the timorous view that something which is essental
to literature may in this way be lost, be explained away; that, by
too complete 2 mechanistic representation of the processes of ar-
tistic creation, the magic of the achievement may be analysed
away. .

This is a very narrow, bleak view to take of the endless va-
riety of life, for it doés not seem to me that the miracle of a flower’s
growth is in any way diminished by a knowledge of the behaviour
of chromosomes, or that the marvel of a dog’s intelligence is les-
sened by the discovery of the conditioned reflex. Science is still
very far from being able to explain everything and psycho-analysis
15 beginning to adumbrate an unexplainable core to the strange
world which is the human being, a core so-far immeasurably
deeper than the mere workings of the mind which, even in its un-
conscious functioning, no longer appears to be the final controlling
force in our being. * Psycho-analysis does. however, help usg to
understand the significance to the human mind of certain myths
and story patterns at different levels of consciousness and there-
forc cnables us to understand why these myths persist and are
popular.

Psycho-analysis helps us to understand why certain plays con-
tinue to be stage successes when the critics have condemned them
as dramatic failurés. We have all had the experience of feeling
that a play is great without being able to find logical reasons for
our feeling, and in this case our failure is not always due to our
heing without the necessary critical equipment, since the greatest
and most practised critics have heen as baffled as the ordinary
play-goer. The most outstanding case of this, of cotvrse, is Ham-

(1} Georg Groddeck. The Book of the It
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let, and Dr. Ernest Jones * 1) has shown how the critics have con-
Astentlv tailed to evolve any satisfactory cxplanation of Harnlet’s
behaviour, or to gét much beyond the judgement that the tragedy
somehow fails in plot and in characierisation. And yet this play,
in which Shakespeare is said to have failed to dramatise his ma-
terial, has, even when translated into languages remote from En-
glish, a strange and powerful appeal to the imagination.

Dr. Ernest Jones who, with Otto Rank, is one of the few who
combine mastery of psycho-analytical technique with a wide
knowledge of art and literature, has worked out a convincing in-
terpretation of the Fragedy of Hamlel, Prince of Denmurk as 2
variation on the Oedipus théme. TFrend and Rank had previousty
observed the Oedipus symbolisin 10 Hamlet and  Jidurs Ceosar,
and it 18 my purpose in the following notes to aticinpt tu extend
this kind of treatment to the Tragedv of Corindmitus.

Once more the old accusation may be held up against one that
one is getting out of the play more than the dramatist ever in-
tended to put into it, Dut in this case it is of necessity so. Ernest
Jones has pointed out that in Hamlet Shakespeare was not wholly
conscious of what he was about, and that the reason why Hamlet
could not understand his own reluctance to kili hiz uncle was that
Shakespeare himself was not aware of the complex in himself
which was working itsclf out in his creative conception of this old
tale. It is possible that Sophocles, with his knowledge of medicing,
was more aware, than any other subsequent writer who has use d
this theme. up 10 the time of the discovery of the Ocdipus Com-
plex, of the especial cathartic value of the dramatic treatment of
this myth. * 2).

Let us sec how the tragedy fits this terrible ancient story.
Coriolanus’ father is dead and he is never mentioned in the play.
The father-hatred which is a part of the myth now takes the quite
usual form of revolt against authority {much revolutionary activity
springs from this complex) and becomes, in this case, an inpulse
to destroy Rome, The corresponding father-adiniration, the de-
sire for identification with the father, has attempted to express itself
in: Coriolanus’ candidature for consulship, and is perhapsinvolved
in his vltimate failure to destroy the city. Romc therefore, in
terms of the myth, is his father against whom he rebels and his
father with whom he wishes to idtntify himself, and whose place

(1) Ernest Jones. Essays in Applied Psychology.
(2) Edmund Wilson. The Wound aand the Bow.
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he wishes to take: so that at different times and to his own asto-
nishment (Q world, thy slippery turns) he finds himself wishing
to govern it and detérmined to ruin it.

The impaticnce of Coriolanus with the democratic tormalities
of election and his refusal to follow the conventions are an exten-
sion of the child’s hatred of his father's authority at home, and
a sign of the irrational depths from which his inipulses spring.

Coriolanus’ mother lives and occupies an unusually impor-
tant place in his life. His attachment to his mother is well known
in Rome and during the first lines of the play we arc told by the
First Citizen that the héroic deeds of Coriolanus were performed
not for a patriotic reason but that “he did it to please his mother
and to be partly prond.”’ This is a point which 15 generally missed
in making of the play a iragedy of pride. Shakespearc does not
waste hints -of this kind in opening scencs, the pleasing of his
mother comes first and is sufficiently known in Rome to be com-
mon strégt gossip. It is a mutual love and Volumniu gives away
a part of the secret when she says to the retiring Virgiha, Corio-
fanus’ wife, “if iy son were my husband, 1 should freclier rejoice
in that absence wherein he won honour than in the cabracements
of his bed where he would show most love.” (1.iii- 3-0) Tt is his
mother who rejoices in his triumphal return in Act I1 scene i His
wife has to be pushed rather awkwardly forward and Coriolanus
shows some bitterness as he observes her unjoyful behaviour,

‘Would’st thon have laughed had 1 come coffin’d home,

That weepst to see me triumph? 11, 1. 175-0.
There is a clear resemblance between the position of thy untort-
unate Virgilia and that of the puzzled Ophelia. These two plea-
sant, normal young women are cach neglected by men who are
involved in an emotional tangle which is beyond the comprehen-
sion of plain and simple love.

It is his mother’s power over him which in the ¢nd induces
Coriolanus to spare Rome, though, as 1 have already snggested,
identification with Rome .s father plays some part in it too. So
this conflict of mothér-love and father-hatred is never resolved and
he fails to achieve the double purpose of the myth, the love of the
mother and the death-of the father. This is his tragedy and this
is why he must die.

Here, considering the two plays as patterns of the Qedipus
story, is the exact reverse of the Hamlet situation. Hamlet can at
any moment destroy his uncle, who, as Emest Jones has shown,
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is in part a father-substitute and therefore an object of identifi-
cation, but his mother’s bchaviour has already tarnished the love
hetween them. Coriolanus, on the other hand, retains his mother’s
love but fails to destroy his father, the state -of Rome.

In Coriolanus, as in Hawlet, Shakespeare shows an amazing
intuition in working out the supporting details to this statement of
the myth, Consistent with 2 mother-fixation is Coriolanus’ ad-
miration for cbastity and cold-bloodedness in woman. This to me
is the only reasou for his commendation of Valeria, for which I can
sec no dramatic reason.

The noble sister of Publicola,

The moon of Rome; chaste as the icicle

That’s curdied by the frost from purest snow

And hangs on Dian’s tcmple : dear Valeria. V., iii. 63-0.

His destructivencss of nature is similar to the sadistic tendency
which Freud observed to be associaied in Leonardo da Vinci with
a mother-fixation (1). (That diseasc of the mind, the desire to be
a dictator, carries violence aud cruelty with it.  The Caesars, Na-
polcons and Hitlers of the lunatic asylums have to be locked up
because of this. Otherwise their belief would be as harmiess as
Mr. Shaw’s idea that he is as great as Shakespeare). This vio-
lence and destructiveness is cleverly repeated in his little son who
so ferociously mammocks the butterfly, The instinctive father
hatred is charmingly illustrated in its inception in the behaviour
of the little boy, for, when the women go out to meet Coriolanus
who is advancing to destroy Rome, and there is talk of his treading
on them, the boy flares up and says. )

A shall not tread on me;

I'll run away till I'm bigger, but then I'll fight, V.iii. 12g-130
So Shakespeare plays one of his most effective tricks with time,
showing us face to face the hero as child and as grown man, the
QOedipus complex in an early stage and in its terrible working out.

Thus the real tragedy of Coriolanus is not one of pride any
more than that of Hamlet is one of over-meditation. The clue is
given us by Shakespeare himself. He did it to please his mother.

The only justification for the applying of a psychoanalytical
principle to a play, apart from providing a theory with yet another

(1) S. Freud. Leonarde da Vinci.
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case-history, occurs when such application throws new light on
obviously effective things in the play which cannot be adequately
explained by ordinary critical methods. In the case of Hamlet
psycho-analysis explains why a theme which appears to be un-
successfully dramatised is capable of producing such a profound
and universal effect. In the case of Coriolanys, although excessive
and unusual pride may be the clue to much of his behaviour, it
does not explain certain curious features of the play noted above,
namely, Coriolanus’ exaggerated and curiously timed admiration
for chastity in woman, and the humble position of his wife
throughout the play. The conventionally accepted pattern of the
play as a conilict of pride against better impulses does not provide
as rich or as poignant a view of the meeting outside Rome of the
conqueror Coriolanus, the suppliant mother and the rebellious
little son as emerges if the Oedipus myth pattern is applied. The
situation then gains in interest and significance, The hero has half
fulfilled the myth; but its fulfillment in the long run is not hu-
manly possible: That is his tragedy and that is the inescapable
fate that hangs over him.

The gods of Greek drama and the ineluctable forces they
wielded have become the powers of the unconscious depths of
-the mind. The greatness of Shakespeare and Ibsen as modern
dramatists is partly due to their intuitive realisation of this fact.
a discovery subsequently elaborated and documented by Freud
and others. Art once more has led and left to science the business
of classification and statement in dead terms.

‘When a theme bas previously been said to have been insuffi-
ciently or unsuccessfully dramatised, the judgement has been
made in ignorance of the function of an underlying myth pattern,
which may run contrapuntally to the action and of which the dra-
matist may be completely unconscious. But is there any reason
why the dramatising of a theme should be limited to the conscions
ordering by the dramatist of the material which his mind provides*
That would surely be to impose too narrow and bleak a view of
the creative process.

That awareness on the part of the dramatist of the function
of the Oedipus complex as the mainspring of the action and his
deliberate handling of it as such need not interfere with the effec-
tiveness of a play has recently been demonstrated by Giraudoux
in his Elecére, But when a complex is raised to the conscious plane
and becomes part of the logical structure of a play, then the un-
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conscious counterpoint, which to a greater or lesser degree is apt
to be present, may be provided by a quite differentimpulse from
the unconscious life, an impulse of which the dramatist is therefore
again unaware.

Herein lies the continurous interest of this kind of analytical
procedure and ifs defence against the charge of destroying the
wonder of a work of art.

GwyYN WILLIAMS



’ESPRIT DE SOLIDARITE
CHEZ LES BEDOUINS
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Une lot absolue ct infaillible a commandé et commmande en-
core la vie bédouine : la loi de la solidarité. Partout dans les divers
aspects de la vie quotidienne du bédouin, cette loi trouve faci-
lement son application. La vie du désert est. en effet, pleine d’im-
prévus. Seuls les bras et les muscles du Bédouin le protégent dans
Iimmense éténdue. Il n’cxiste ni autorité organisée et centralisée
pour défendre sa cause, ni muraille fortifiée pour arréter les as-
sauts tentés par les brigands contre sa tente, aucune force de po-
lice n’cst chargée de veiller sur ses troupeaux.

Cette vie, «plus que toute autre, impose 4 I’homme, pour sub-
sister, un minimum de solidarité. Le Bédouin le réalise, dans la
tribu, cellule instable, qui a une vie collective et des intéréts com-
muns, L'unité de la tribu est un bien d’autant plus précieux, d’au-
tant plus vanté, que I'individualisme le met sans cesse en périls(1).

Ainsi la vie solitaire est-elle pour un bédouin lg grand danger
et exige-t-elle en contre partie un développement particulier de
I’instinct de sociabilité. Le besoin de vivre en sécurité incite le Bé-
douin & étre fort pour pouvoir se défendre. C’est dans 1’association
avec ses semblables qu’il espére trouver la force dont il a besoin,
Toutefois, cette association sera plus efficace et plus durable sj elle
est faite avec des personnes anxquelles U'attachent des liens plus
étroits que ceux de la simple solidarité humaine.

En d’autre terme, c’est par le lien du sang que I’homme cher-
chera, avant tout, 3 accroitre sa puissance, De 13, le désir ardent
du Bédouin d’avoir une famille nombreuse, notamment des fils
capables de porter, le cas échéant, les armes.

Les pottes arabes. dépositaires des traditions préislamiques,
et gardiens de la loi du désert, proclamerent sans cesse la néces-

(1) M. Gaudefroy Demonbynes, préface de I’Honneur chez les Ara-
bes» par B. Fords, p. X, no. &.
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sité de maintenir des liens fraternels et soulignérent sans arrét celle
de les conserver toujours plus serrés.

Qais ubn Asem (r.o\a o o3) Vatteste :

Ozt M g™ dTY e ol 8T Sl

«Ton frére, ton frére (1) {Entendez : appuie-toi sur ton contri-
bule] celui qui n’a point de frére est pareil 4 un guerrier sans ar-
mes qui s’8lance veérs le champ de batailles.

aLe fils d’un oncle (2), sache-lg est pour I'homme une aile.
Le faucon peut-il, sans ailes, prendre le vol ?» (3).

Abou Zoubaid ut-ta’i {#l 44551) proclame A son tour :

Prke o U ot Joy ® anla b0 W e ol 0

«Ne pas éviter de mécontenter les siens, néghiger les liens de
parenté est une maladresse (4)».

Aussi, la méchanceté d’un proche parent, quoique trés pénible,
est-elle plus supportable et plus facilement pardonnable que celle
d'un étranger. On doit le ménager, le tirer d’embarras, persuadé

queé demain sans doute on éprouvera Ie besoin de la méme solida-
rité.
SIS SN EYRPCE I P S FER ) ol ! d;‘u N,
b dls el 2 s Gl oy
«Je ne pousserai pas mon parent qui marche au bord d'un
abime quand bien méme les préludes du mal m’auraient atteints
de sa part ;
_ «Au contraire, je I'aiderai largement et oublierai ses méfaits,
afin qu'un jour les circonstances le fassent revenir vers moi. (5)-
De son coté, Al Burj ubn Mushir attal, { fthll o 7.} regrette
amerement de s’étre brouillé avec les siens et d’avoir cherché refuge

(1) Lc mot «Ahhs (Cj) qui signifie «fréren, sert & désigner un mem-
bre quelcongue du gronpe cthuique (Dictionnaire Al Mishah, 163; d'ob,
par extension, l'expression courante: «ya nhal arabn (A‘_.J.JI Wi |_._.) (O ton
%}li fait partie des Arabes) — Farts, 'Honreur chez les Arabes, p. 142.

0. 4.

(2) Les termes «Ibn ul-’arom, (‘..J!;_,fl) qui veut dire vfils de U'oncle,
cousin paterneln, prend couramment le sems de «parent, contribulen. Da
nes jours, wtous les membres d'un hami-lah f'ﬂ,r) on d'une ‘achirah
(3_;}:.:) g'appellent entrc enx, sans exeeption «ibn ‘amm ou ghh...s
(Cj ;| o ‘—_,:l) . Daghestini Famille Musulmone en Syrie, p. 178.

(3) Buhturi; HemAsa, p. 245, 10 et 11; Maidani, I, 21.

(¢) Id., p. 244, 18,

(8} Id. p. 248, 16 et suiv,
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auprés du clan des Banf Kalb, par suite de leur perfidie et de leur
mauvaise conduite & son égard, il n'a pas réussi 4 entretenir long-
temps des relations amicales avec eux. Il implore ensuite la bien-
veillance de son groupe ethnique; il déplore de I'avoir abandonné
et d’avoir ainsi entrainé ses fernmes hors d’une résidence siire et
défendable. 11 fait veen enfin de demeurer éternellement en bons
termes avec lui, si, A l"avenir, ’occasion lui permet de retourner
auprés de lui (I)»-
':'L_ufh)l’? J L.:-_i)
Sl s an o W
(;:L.N)J (.-,:;.) oy L
Poteztl o oy LY oo meyr Lagi ST
Sl WY Gl g O geangys gV La 2l s
SLlb G Lag M # Ly cidi ) s ob
Dans le méme ordre d’idées, un autre poéte déclare ;

._._"—.-‘/‘_F‘ |,1L.q13£ -Llr-ﬂ u;_a--_,llh_n)JJ_..
g i Jij._ by ¢ Fon & r.la aKaly da"ﬂ i L gy
«J'en jure par ma vie, les proches parents d'un homme, quand
bien méme ils ’engageraient dans les pires difficultés, tiendront
plus i sa vie et le secourront plus volontiers que les étrangers, méme
si ceux-ci vivent dans ’opulence. Personne ne peut mieux vous le
dire qu’un homme instruit par I'expérience (2)».

':r__-;ljd_al ai gyl 56

oA W O &

Par ailleurs, le désert est une térre aride; il ne produit que
de maigres herbes ga et 13, A la limite d’une oasis ou A c6té d’un
puits, Aussi, voit-on souvent s’élever des contestations entre ber-
gers au sujet de ces points fertiles et de leur occupation, De 13 des
guerrcs continuelles, des luttes saus merci. De 13 aussi la nécessité
absolue de collaborer étroitement entre membres d’un méme grou-
pe ethnique, clan ou tribu: tous pourront ainsi, le cas échéant,
faire valoir leurs droits ou faire triompher leurs prétentions. De 1a
enfin le besoin qu’éprouve le faible de trouver asile auprés du fort
et d’&tre pris sous sa protection (3).

{1) Abt Temmem, Hamasa, I, 135-136.
{2) Ibid., 1, 134, &7.
(3) ¢f., Ibn Hald(n, Mugaddima, p. 127 et suiv.
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«

Telle fut, avant I'apparition de 1'Islam, la vie des Bédouins
dans la péninsule arabique: un esprit de solidarité (asabiyyah)
qui, tout en laissant A 'individu une large liberté d’action, subor-
donnait |'exercice de cette liberté & 1'intérét commun. De son coté,
I'individu n’éprouve aucun sentiment d’humiliation a s’effacer
devant la collectivité dont il est membre. Il n’est méme pas rare
qu'il mette sa gloire propre dans celle du groupe. La solidarité en-
tre membres du méme groupe ethnique est telle, qu’un individu,
tout en chantant ses propres exploits, essaie d’en attribuer le mé-
rite 4 la collectivité toute entiére. Le podte, & son tour, pour se
glorifier, fait état dans ses po2mes, des hauts faits et des exploits
accomplis par les siens.

Les joutes poétiques, extrémement violentes souvent, qui
mirent aux prises, 4 la fin du premier siécle de 'Hégire (VII® sigcle
de l'¢re chr.} plus de quatre vingts pottes, entre autres, Jarir et
al-Farazdaq, nous montrent quel fut l'esprit de solidarité arabe
a I'état pur. Durant des années entiéres, chacun d’eux cherchait,
pariois non sans peine, & vanter, non ses propres qualités mais
celles de sa tribu. 11 fonillait le passé de son groupe ethnique pour
dégager ce qui [ui apparaissait comme des actions d’éclat.

Quoiqu'en pleine période musulmane, les podtes en question
utilisatent le procédé qu’employaient jadis leurs prédécesseurs de
I'époque préislamiqué. Le genre littéraire reste le méme, mais aux
thémes anciens s'ajoutent de nouveaux thémes tirés de I’histoire
de I'Istam. Al-Farazdaq se flatte et dit:

- i:':a__s'.lg sl Jome w (W) AN . e sl )

e WOl e (C) T 2 £ ga 2L 5T 1 ()

idd YIS Flen 2w 4l (52e0) J P ol s

«Celui qui a refusé & Taghlib toute action noble et généreuse
nous a accordé la dignité du prophéte et le Califat.

«Mudar est mon aicul ct celui de souverains. Avez-vous, O
Taghlib, un ancétre comme le nétre?

«Mon cousin est Calife 4 Damas. Si je le voulais, il vous ferait
mener comme des valets auprés de moi» (1).

Ce Farazdag, brouillé avec Jarir, ne s'en prend pas 3 son
adversaire, mais 4 la tribu de celui-ci lorsqu’il déclare:
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(1) CL. Diwdn Jarir, T.2 p. 150 (a ATAT &b Vo s (2 ¥ > , a0y )
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«Les heures d’affluence ne sont pas pour vous, guettez plutét
le moment ol les bétes boivent le soirs, ¢’cst alors qu’il n'y a pas
de monde A 1’abreuvoir (2).

«Je spis le descendant de I'illustre Hanzala et j’ai, dans Ia
tribu de Dabba beaucoup de glorieux oncles paternels et maternels.

«Deux rameaux dont le faite attcint le ciel; et c’est auprés
d’eux qu’on cherche refuge contre toute crainte.

«Le soir, étant au plus mal, Daghfal (3) fait inscrire dans son
testament ; le descendant de Dabba a un pére plus gloricux, plus
noble ...que quiconque a les Banus Kulaib comme proches parents
paternels ou les a comme oncles maternels.

«Son mérite propre, parmi les gens bien nés, I'emporte ct, est
meilleur... {4).

Par ailleurs, qu'un guerrier se distingue, qu’un poégte s’illus-
tre ...]a tribu entiére s’honore. Un jour, se¢ trouvant au lieu de
réunion de Quraich, «Utba ubn Rabi'ah (ian, v i2:) dit & ceux
qui étaient avec lui: «Gens de Quraich ! N'irai-je pas trouver Mu-
hammad pour lui parler et lui faire des propositions. Peut-&tre, cn
acceptera-t-il quelques-unes? Nous lui accorderons alors ce qu’il
aura choisi et qu’il nous laisse en paix». — «Si, Iui répondirent-ils.
A son retour, aprés I'entrevue qu'il a eue aveg le prophéte, «Utba
déclare: «]'ai entendu des propos. Par Allah, ce n’est point de la
poésie, ni des Prédictions. Géns de Qumaich! Ecoutez-moi et ac-
cordez-moi ceci : laissez cet homme et ce qu'il est en train de faire.
Ecartez-vous de lui... 5i les Arabes arrivent & l'atteindre d’autres
vous auront ainsi épargné cette tiche, Et s’il triomphe des Arabes,
alors son royaume sera votre royaume, sa gloire sera votre gloire
et vous serez, grice a lui, les plus heureux du mondes {5).

Le cri d’alarme et I'appel 3 'aide s’adressent également 3 cette
unité sociale qu'est le groupe ethnique. Yala fuldn! (UM )

(1) ef. Diwin Tarir, T. 2 p. 46; An-Noodid (U:Jli;li) p. 174
(2) Yous pouvez zinsi plus aisément faire boire ves troupeaux. Le

poéte les nccuse d’étre faibles au point do ne pas pouvoir se défendre, ce
qui est une grande humiliation pour un Bédouin.

{3) Un généalogiste erabe appelé Dughfal fils de Hanzalah, de la tri-
bu des Band Chai-bin (Qamis, T. III, 376}.

{4) Naga’id 1, 187, 27 et suiv. {(édit. A. Bevan, Leyde).
(6) 1. Hicham, I, 179-10. :
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Hold! «Famille d’un tel, tribu d’un tel...» «Tout le groupe ré-
pondait & I'appél de 1'un des siens et partageait la haine qu’ll
vouait 4 quiconque sur terre. Quand al-Barraq s’en fut délivrer
sa flancée, tout ses contribules lui préterent leur concourss (I).
Parlant de guerriers, al-Waddén ul-Méziny (/U1 Jiaj) s’écrie:

«Lorsqu’on leur crie «a l'aides, ils ne demandcnt pas 4 celui
qui leur fait appel, ni pourquel combat, ni pour que! lieus (2).

blo, Jib ge oW G & gesn o ebioyL Y

Ces traits et tant d’autres montrent d’une fagon claire et évi-
denté combien les liens d’amitié et de solidarité étaient serrés
entre les contribules. «Ils ne dernandent point 4 leur frére (enten-
dez contribule) qui implore léeur secours, dans le malheur, la
preuve de ce qu'il avances. Autant une action d’éclat accomplie
par un membre de la tribu fait honneur a sa tribu toute entiére,
autant un méfait attire sur elle toutes sortes de calamités. «Quand
un poéte satirisait un individu quelconque, sa satire, automat-
quement, s'étendait sur tout le groupe (3)» — Jarir met en garde
les Bani Hanifa contre son emportement :

LatT o1 € e ST 5T & §ilen 1,uC0 Y (i)
'L:.i_;ll "53'1._3' N (EAL:”)C;I -] F_v_d o :__s‘l I (ia:.u-) Gf‘l

«Band Hanifa! Empéchez vos hommes insolents {de m'ir-
riter]; je crains pour vous de m’emporter.

«Banfi Hanifa! Certes, si je vous décochais une satire, al-
Yamima (4) ne vaudra plus le prix d’un lapins (5) .

~ Méme si le potte ne vise dans ses invectives que son adver-
saire, il ne peut pas s'empécher dc faire allusion & la- tribu et de
faire supporter A celle-ci une part de responsabilité.

«C'est parce qu’ils avaient le méme nagab (origine) que tous
les membres d’un groupe se trouvaient offensés dés qu’un de leurs
essuyait un outrage; le Prophéte voyant Hassin-ubn-Thabit
(c4b e 0l~)s’appréter 4 jeter 'anathéme aux Quraichites, lui dit:
«Comment vas-tu les safiriser alors que je suis de Quraicn?s et

(1) B. Farés, I’Honneur... p. 140.

(2) 1. Abd-Rabboh, al-‘Igd, 111, 88.

(3) B. Fards, PHooreur..., p. 139,

(4) Nom du pays des Banft Hanffz.

(5) Jarir, Diwadn, 1, 23 (Bas), édit. 1313 (Hég.).
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Hassin de répondre: ¢je t'en extrairai comme 1'on extrait un
cheveu de la pates (1).

Cet esprit de solidarité se manifeste, d’autre part, lorsqu'un
membre de la tribu est victime d'une agression quelconque ou se
voit meuacé. «Un jour les compagnons du Prophéte se réunissent.
Ils se disent les uns aux autres: «Par Allah | Quraich n’a point en-
tendu lire le Coran & haute voix. N’y aurai-il pas parmi nous quel-
qu'un qui le lui fasse entendre? — «Mois, répond Abd-ul-Allah

_ubn—h‘[as'ﬁd.(a,._-;,_:ul.g)-— Non, répliquent-ils, «Nous craignons
pour toi les Quraichites. Il nous faudrait quelqu'un ayant derriére
lui une Achirah (ix2e) un groupe ethnique capable de le protéger
contre eux s'ils venaient & lui en vouloirs — Laissez-moi allers, ré-
pond-il, «Allah me défendras (2).

Umar-ubn-ul Hattib, (olkdl ., &) avant de se convertir a
I'Islam, veut aller trouver le Prophéte, Sur son chemin, il ren-
contre Na’'tm-ubn Abdeltah, (&) +c ¢ oei) qui Iui demande oir
il allaits — Je vais trouver Mubammad, cet homme impie pour le -
tuers. — «Par Allahs, réplique Na’im,» tu as trop confiance en
toi-méme. Umar! Crois-tu que les Bant Abd el Mani{ te laisse-
raient continueér & fouler le sol {¢’est-a-dire de vivre) si tu venais
a tuer Muhammad?s (3).

Enfin, lorsque Umar-ubn-ul Hattab embrasse 1'Islam, il va
a la Ka'bah (1)) Une dispute s’éldve entre les Quraichites qui
s’y trouvent et lui. Alors survient un Quraichites d’un dge avancé.
1l s’approche et s'informe, «'Umar a apostasiés, Iui répond-on
«Eh bien, réplique-t-il, quelqu’un a-t-il fait son choix, que lu
voulez-vous? Croyez-vous que les Bant-Adiyy, fils de Ka'ba, yous
livrent ainsi leur homme? Laissez-le en paixs (4)-
A. BoURHAM

Docteur és Lelires

Professeur-adjoint
a'le Faculté des. Lettres

{Alexandrie)

{1) Fards, 'honneur... p. 145; Bubturyll, 167; Jamherah, 13; Agbiny,
1V, 4 Zahr-ul-Adab, 1, 62. :

{2} 1. HichAmi, 16217 et suiv.

(3) Ibid. 1, 211, 9-12.

{4) Thid. 1, 214, 511,



STEFAN GEORGE, FRIEDRICH GUNDOLF
AND THE MAXIMIN MYTH

—_————

In the poetry written previous to Der Stebente Ring (1), Gun- -
dolf tells us, Stefan George has not shown us his god, but only his
god’s “‘effect on his own life, his coloured reflecion on earth”’
("“Noch hat er nicht ihn geschaut, nur sein Wirken in eigenen Le-
ben, seinen farbigen Abglanz auf der Erde’”). Since the publica-
tion of the preceding volume, Der Teppich des Lebens, however,
a2 momentous event has occurred: in Munich George met a boy
whom he calls Maximin and who was apparently extremely attract-
ive and gifted. Maximin died after three years spent in close con-
tact with the George Circle, in Tgo4. In this youth the peet found
the embodiment of his Ideal:

Um die Mitte des Lebens hat George den Menschen gefun-
den dessen Schénheit, Kraft, Glut, Reinheit, Fiille, Ein-
fachheit, Adel, Anmut und Hoheit alles vergegenwirtigte
was ihm je Geschiclite bot, Zukunft verhiess. Sein eigenes
Gebet, das gottliche Urbild und die menschliche Erschei-
nung waren eins geworden in Maximim.

(In the middle of his life George has found the human being
whose beauty, strength, fervour, purity, abundance, sim-
plicity, nobility, grace and grandeur actualised everything
that history offered him and the futurc promised. George’s
own prayer, the divine archetype and the human appea-
rance had become one in Maximin) (2).

_{1)_6 published voluiues, that is, including Dae Jakr der Seele (1897),
which I believe conteins that part of George's work which will survive
long after the George Circle and the traditions of the Master have been
forgotten; it is the last hook in which George’s poetic abilities prevail
over his prophetic ambitions. In the title of the volume now under dis-
cussion {published in 1807) Ring is o reference to the rings visible in the
cross-section of a tree-trunk, Siebente to the fect that this is George’s
seventh book of verse.

(2) George, Priedrich Gundolf (Berlin, 1916). A momentous book:
the priest expounding the priest whe expounds the God. Our objection
i3 that Gundolf ia concerneg with ‘Georgeanism’ instead of with George’s
Fmtrﬁ; and that furthermore, instead of dealin% honestly with the phi-
osophy’ of the movement, his intention is to bolster up the mystico-aes-
thetic esotericism of the Circle by a clever mingling of l;o:mgica.l exposition
and emotive, poetic prose. .
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George's great desideration — ‘‘the deification of the body and
the embodiment of the deity’’ — had come to pass; the messenger
from “‘the beautiful life”” (who appeared in the previous volume})
has been followed by the God of “the beautiful life”’. Gundolf is
at sorme pains to explain and justify this phenomenon, to give it
its logical place in Georgeanism — which of course must be at the
very centre — and to shame those who might feel inclined to
snigger or guffaw :

Nnr wem ein schéner Mensch Gott werden kann hat Augen
fiir die Géttlichkeit des schénen Alls... "Wer Georges Ge-
dichte aus threm eigentlichen Ursprung cmpfindet der ers-
taunt nicht, in der Mitte seiner hellenisch-katholischen Welt
eine Gottmensch-gestalt zu finden.

{Only he for whom a beautiful human can become God has
eyes for the divinity of the beautiful universe ...He who ex-
periences George’s poems from their proper source will not
be surprised to find the figure of a God-Man at the centre
of his hellenic-catholic world) (3).

Gundolf goes on to say that Germany and Greece are the only
two nations for whom youth is more than Naturzustand (2 patural
state) — for whom youth is, in fact, Geistlage (a spiritual condi-
tion); -he mentions particular examples — Achilles, Alcibiades,
Alexander, Siegfried, Conradin (the last of the Hohenstaunfens)
and Hélderlin; and he closes his argument by declaring that
George’s deification of a contemporary German youth is

der Ursprung seines Dichtens, der Grund seines Wesens,
die Kraft seiner Welt

(the fountainhead of his poetic work, the foundatlon of his
nature, the strength of his world).

George’s own account of the significance of Maximin (told in his
Maximin-Gedenkbuch) tells us little more than we have gathered
from Gundolf’s remarks; here is an extract:

(8) Turning to the earlier poet, Fricdrich Hoelderlin (as the student
of George is bound to do, sometimes for explanation, sometimes for re-
ligf}, we moy compare this with what Hyperion, in the novel of that
name, says about tho Athenians:

Der Mensch ist aber cin Gott, sobald er Mensch ist. Und ist er ein
Gott, so ist er schoen.
{(Man is a iod however, as soor a3 he is man. And if he is a god
then he is beautiful.)
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In him we recognised the embodiment of the omnipetent
youth we had dreamed of, with its unbroken richness and
purity, which even today mowves hills and walks on the
waters with dry feet — a youth that could receive our heri-
tage and conquer new empires... The better we came to
know him the more he reminded us of our ideal and the
more we revered the extent of his unspoiled mind and the
emotions of his heroic soul as well as their expression {n his
appearance, his gestures and his language...

...\ve writhed at the meaningless, torturing thought that we
could never more touch those hands. that thosg lips could
never more meet ours...

We now can eagerly, after impassioned signs of veneration,
erect his statue in our sanctuary, kncel before him and
worship him, as we were prevented froin doing by timidity
as long as he was still among us (4).

Obviously the Maximin experience was ot great importance

in George’s development; not, I think, m that it revealed to him
any divine and hither-to unacknowledged truth, but rather by con-
firming him in the views which e already held, in just the same
way that “Diotima™ — a real woman — had encouraged Hél-
derlin more than a century before, by demonstrating the human
possibility of achieving his ideals :

Die Zeit doch heilt. Die Himmlischen sind jezt stark,
Sind schnell. Nimmt denn nicht schon ihr altes
Freudiges Recht die Natur sich wieder?
Sieh ! eh noch unser Hiigel, o Liebe, sinkt,
Geschiehts, und ja! noch sichet mein sterblich Lied
Den Tag, der, Diotima ! nichst den
Gottern mit Helden dich nennt, und dir gleicht
(Time heals though. Strong and swift are the gods today,
And is not Nature reassuming
All of her ancient and joyful power?
O Love, before our path shall descend, her reign
Shall come! And that day yet shall my mortal song
Behold, which, Diotima! naming .
You with the heroes and gods, reflects you.
Diotiypa, trans. J.B Leishman)

{4) Quoted by Oapetanakis, Demetrins Canetanakis: 4 Greel Paet 1n

England (London, 1947).
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Therefore the commentator should not lay too much emphasis
upon this rather obscure affair, for both poetic and ‘philosophical’
evidence indicates that it was more a personal crisis than artistic
or religiots apocalypse, and the poetry written afterwards is quite
in line with, that which preceded the Maximin experience — it is
simply more explicit, more confident, more openly didactic. The
boy-god’s death was to George no tragedy : it was simply the con-
firmation of his godhead through sacrifice and, thus, the final con-
firmation of George's belief in the beautiful body and the beautiful
spirit and in their union—it was, also, ancther reason for demand-
ing obedience and dedication from those who remained (5). Hence
his work is not made warmer and more ‘human’ through partici-
pation in the common sorrow of bereavement; on the contrary, it
has become harder, colder, more self-confident and even less con-
cerned with being persuasive when dealing with matiers that are
far from self-evident. Maximin is the centre of Der Siebeute Ring,
and Der Siebente Ring is the centre of George’s cangn : yet Maxi-
min’s influence on the poet was essentially unfortunate since it
served to accentuate his weaknesses, to assure him beyond all
doubt that his way was the right way, and to confirm him once
and for all i his r8le of prophet and teacher. Worst of all, per-
haps, Maximin becamc George’s substitute for a clear definition
of his beliefs: there, he seems to say as he points to Maximin, is
the wholc of my belief — but Maximin 1s dead, and we have only
the poetry to go by.

But I must qualify what I said about Maximin’s death not
heing regarded by George as a tragedy. Ex cathedrd that was so;
but the poet (whatever his rélationship with Maximim may have
been) had also lost a beloved friend, and the poem Trauer, with its
unemphatic desolation, its quiet economical record of hopelessness,
is a Jament for the death of a friend rather than for the passing of
a god:

Web ruft vom walde.

{5) Both Jethro Bithell {Modern Germnan Literature) and Professor
E.M. Butler (The Tyranny of Grecce over Germany) remark that the dis-
covery of the God in Maximin came at a very convenient time for George.
Three of his disciples, Wolfskeh]l, Schuler and Klages, had just hegun o
revolt against the Master’s glorification of the Male Principle: their pow
gospel was the Mutterrecht of Bachofen, in which Woman (the Mother)
1s the great fundamental principle of life. It was nrecessary that George
should exert his authority, and Maximin was convenient in being ‘‘schoen
wie kein bild und greifbar wie kein traum” (“‘beautiful as mo image,
Ealp&ble as no dream’’). But this does not prove thet Maxzimin was pro-

uced solely as o species of panem ef circenseg to still the imsurgents.
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Er schmiickte sich mit frischem laub umsonst.
Die flur erharrte dich dass du sie weihtest

Sie friert da du sie nun nicht sonnst :

Die zarten halme zittern an der halde -

Die du nun nie beschreitest.

Was sind die knospen all die du nicht weckst,
Die iste all dic deinc hand nicht flicht,

‘Was sind die blumen all die sie nicht bricht,
‘Was sollen friichte sein die du nicht schmeckst !

Im jungen schlag ein krachen

Von stamm nach stamm - wann fallt der nichste?
Das morgendliche griin erschlafft,

Das kaum entsprossne gras licgt hingerafft.

Kein vogel singt... nur frostiger winde lachen
Und dann der schall der dxte.

(Woods cry in anguish.

In vain they decked themselves in leaves of spring,
The field awaited you to bless it, numb
With cold, since now no sun you bring:
The fragile grasses on the hillside languish
‘Where now you never come.

‘What are the buddings that you do not wake,

The branches that your fingers do not weave,

What are the flowers that you do not reave,

The fruits you do not taste - whom shall they slake?

In sappy timber cracking

Of stem for stem - what next is bowed?

The morning green is growing worn,

The blades scarce risen upward, lying shorn,
No bird sings... only frosty winds are clacking,
And then the axe is loud.

"Sorrow, trans. C.N_ Valhope and E. Morwitz)

This is personal in a way that little of George’s poetry is personal :
but so keenly is the personal sorrow felt, and yet so firmly con-
trolled, that at this moment more than at any other we are near
to believing that 'authentic deity has appeared on earth. Much
nearer to believing this than when we are bleakly fold that such
has happened and loudly exhorted to cultivate a new cheerfulness :

Vereint euch froh da ihr nicht mehr beklommen
Vor lang verwichner pracht errften miisst:
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Auch ihr habt eines gottes ruf vernommen
Und eines gottes mund hat ench gekiisst.

Nun klagt nicht mehr - denn auch ihr wart erkoren -
Dass eure tage unerfiillt entschwebt...

Preist eure stadt die einen gott geboren !

Preist eure zeit in der ein gott gelebt!

(Unite in gladness, now no longer darkened
And flushing for an age whose gold is flown :
The calling of a god you too have hearkened,
1t was a god whose mouth has kissed your own.

You also were elect - no longer mourn

For all your days in unfulfilment sheathed...
Praise to your city where a god was born !

Praise to your age in which a god has breathed!

On the Life and Death of Maximin, trans,
C.N. Valhope and E. Morwitz)

Der Stebente Ring celebrates the appearance of a god on earth:
the body has been deified and the deity has been embodied. The
‘search for God’ seems to have énded successfully. Yet the incar-
nation of the god has not clarified the nature of the god, and our
conception of what George means by das schine Leben — the beau-
tiful life or the life of beauty — is as nebulous as it ever was : still
only a conglomeration of the imprecise and even dubious ideas
broached in the earlier books — the People (das Volk, not to be
confused with ‘people’, dig tqusendkopfige Menge), the young
knight, Greek wrestler and medieval minstrel of the Bécher der
Hirten - und Preisgedichfe, usw., the Roman priest-emperor of
Algabal, the “new love’” that “‘alone can bring a new salvation”’
the mystical significance of Youth (swhich, however, we should
not confuse with the Fascist boosting of giovinezza); ‘‘unser geist
begierig nach verehrung’’ (6)... and all this, to further bewilder
him who is rash enough to embark on an examination of the
credentials of “‘the beautiful life’’, is backed up by appeals to such
diverse fignres as Goetheé, Nietzsche, Pope Leo X111, Frederick II,
Jean Paul, Dante, Hélderlin, Rembrandt, Napoleon, Christ...

Gundolf describes this volume and the following one, Der
Stern des Bundes, as "both of them holy writings” (“heilige
Schriften’’); but even he feels compelled to modify this descrip-
tion, to throw a sop to the idea of the poet as Poet:

(8) ““our spirit eager to revere”, Leo X[/, (Der Sicbente Ring).
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Nichts liegt George ferner als Religion zu stiften, Mythus
zu machen oder etwa gar einen Maximin-kult einzusetzen...
'Wenn das Maximin-buch eine heilige Schrift ist, so ist es
das, weil ein heiliges Herz hier einfach- ausspricht was ihm
widerfahren, und der wird es am besten lesen der seine Be-
lesenheit iiber das Wesen und die Formen der Religion oder
der Hymnik schweigt vor dem Schlag dieses Herzens.

(Nothing is further from George than the foundation of a
religion or the making of a myth or even the institution of
a Maximin-cult... If the Maximin-book is a holy writing
then 1t 15 because here a holy heart simply cxpresses what
befalls, and he will understand it best who keeps his book-
lcarning about the nature and forms of religion or the Hymn
silent before the beating of this heart).

The last phrase — “before the beatmg of this heart”” — may seen
to be strangely at odds with Gundolf’s earlier contemnpt for those
who found in the Jalir der Seele “a programme music to a heart-
text’”” (7)... and how are we to reconcile these qualifications and
modifications with the dogmatic statement which Gundolf has only
just previously made, that

...erst seit dem Erscheinen Maximins wird fiir George sein
Lebensgesetz, sein Schon und Hisslich, Gut und Schlecht,
Hoch und Niedrig tiber sein eigencs Leben hinaus mehr und
mehr zum ‘Weltgesetz, d.h. zum Gottes-Reich?

{.-.only since the appearance of Maximin has the law of
George’s life, his beautiful and Ugly, Good and Evil, High
and Low, spread beyond his personal life, passing more and
more into a world-law, i.e. the Kingdom of God).

If we have been informed that it is through Maximin that George’s
private, personal law or morality has devecloped into a universal
law, a categorical imperative, the very Kingdom of God, then it is
hardly logical to instruct us, almost in the same breath, to forget
all about religion, myth and cult and simply listen in silence to ‘‘the
beating of this heart’”. After all this (and the momentous impli-

(7) See the chapter dealing with the Jedr der Seele:
Das **Johr” das wir hier mitwandeln st weder ein aensserer Ablaunf
von Naturvorgeengen noch eine landschaftsmalerische Programm-
musik zu einem Herzenstext...
(The ‘‘Year” with which we wander here is neither an exterael
unfolding of vatvral cvents nor e landscape-painter’s programme
musie to z heart-text...).
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cations of the previous books), we shall not be content to discover
that Maximin’s heart beats in the same way as our own frail, falli-
ble human hearts — and, moving from heart-beat to flutesong,
has not George himself in a poem from this volume promised

dass morgen
Leicht alle schdnheit kraft und grésse steigt
Aus eines knaben stillem fltenlied?

(that tomorrow
All beauty, greatness, strength will lightly rise
Out of the quiet flute-song of a boy) (8).

‘We see that Gundolf, at onc moment, is eager above all to
dissaciate his master from the various political, ethical, religious
and philosophical panaceas current in the first two decades of this
century and to single him out for a special kind of attention, as
the performer of a different kind of function, as the Poet, whose
concern is with the beating of the heart and with the emotions
which life arouses. We seg, too, that the next moment — in order
to stress the overwhelming significance and the ubiquitous impor-
tance of George’s work — he speaks of him in terms which inev-
itably carry with them philosophical, religious, ethical and even
political implications: the heart is to beat to a new rhythm, life
is to be wholly transfigured, poetry has been transformed into a

. (81 Compare this and many other passages — eg. *‘Du geist der hei-
ligon jugend un-ves volks” (*‘You spirit of our nation’s sacred youth’)
from s pocm of the Sterp des Dundes — with the conclusion of an early
poem by Hoelderlin:

Dler Gott dier Jugend waltet
Nach ueber dir und mir
{The God v1 Youth still governs
Over you and me.
from Der Gott der fugend)

But apart from an occasional nostalgia for his carlier ycars Hoelderlin
never ghows sighs of any great enthusinsm for Youth in the Georgean
sense.  Yet his epigram, Sckrates vnd Alhibicdes, contnins the very es-
sehice of Georgeanizin — raising the question that the reader might well
put to George and proposing the answer that George might well have
glven:

Wer das Tieiste gedacht, licht des Lebendigste...

{Who has tlought most deeply, loves what is most alive...!
That the nnswer is here cxpressed with ¢ greater clority (and, indeed,
with a greater corency) than George, at far greater pains than Hoelder-
Iin, ever achieved. is perhaps due to the fact that Hoelderlin kad less at

stake: he never attempted to erect momentous structures upon cither
Youth or Beanty.
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combination of myth and morality, the poet has turned into a
priest who, in spite of his aloofness, keeps a sharp eye on his par-
ishioners’ secular activities... 'What is the reason for this exe-
getical uncertainty, this vacillation so strange in a person of Gun-
dolf’s intellect? The only reasonable explanation weg can offer
is that, against his will, Gundolf is forced to realise the disparity
between the claims he is making for Georges’s poetry and that post-
ry itself. “Georgeanism’’ has gone further than George’s poetry
warrants, and here we find its chief apostle involved in somewhat
desperate (and not altogether honest) attempts to wrench the two
into conformity.

D. J. ENRIGHT



DISTINCTIONS IN LITERARY
CRITICISM

.. Bar® eldy SUvachac wépverr, xar’ Gpleq, f}
népurs, xai uy Emyeipey wutayvdvar pépog undér,
xaxot paysipov 1pdnem yowusvoy,

Prato (Phaedrus)

That we live in a scientific age is a fact of which we neither
wish nor need to be reminded. But the platitude inherent in this
pertinent truth may be glossed by observing that the Renaissance
was, in contrast to our own, an artistic age. So indeed were many
other ages. But tb.: Renaissance offers a more striking contrast,
because it also affords a basis of comparison; that is to say, that
whereas we adopt a scientific atfitude even towards art, it adanted
an attistic attitude towards science. For illustration, one has only
to recall Leonardo da Vinci, whose mechanical and anatomical
diagrams were finished works of art; or his letters, in which he
refers to his own mechanical genius in terms reminiscent of those
in which Prospero or Glendower boasted proud control of the spirit
world. Or again, one may think of Machiavelli, whose political
science found room for an epic hero in the person of Cesare Borgia.
And then, there are those old charts, which, with their dolphins,
sirens, sea-serpents, cannibals; and chubby-chetked wind-gods,
indeed resemble

...magic casements opening on the foam
Of perilous seas in faery lands forlom,

rather than an ohjective record of discovery.

As against this, in our own era, we may set the tortured theor-
ising of successive modem schools of painting, modern textual
crificism of literature and the proud title of “‘Scientific Bibliography'’
claimed by Professor Dover Wilson for his method; and more
significant still, the invocation of psychology to lend a scientific
flavour to the novel and to poetry. Only recently a writer in the
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“Fortnightly’* deprecated the scientific or analytical tendency in
literary criticism as dry and uninspired (x). Yet it is just in the
field of literary criticism that the modern scientific spirit may hope
to encroach upon the frontiers of Art with some success.

It would pechaps be andacious to claim that literary criticism
Is more a scicnce than an art. Such distinctions have to be pre-
ceded by very caretul definition, and though we might venture to
specify that the functions of science and art are respectively to
discover new truth and to illuminate truth already known, there
remains an objection to assembling the critical faculty without
qualification in the realm of science. Indeed, the boundary Iine
cuts [iterary criticism in two; while there are types of criticism
which liv on the border, some oWwing their position to the critic's
choire, athers to his incecision.  Hazlitt, for instance, is a predom-
inantly arfistic critic.  Anyone who undertakes, as he did, that
a genuine criticism should reflect ““the colour, the light and sbade,
the sout and body of a work,” is surely more concerned with
- illustration than with discovery in a definitive sense. Coleridge, on
the other hand, is frankly definitive in his approach. He does
not hesitate to assumc that task, summarily rejected hy Words-
worth, of “classing the cabinet of his sensations”, Coleridge in
his crticism is unquestionably a scientist.

With “artistic’” eriticism the present study is not concerned.
It stts out, however, to impeach “scientific” criticism for not
being, in many cases, as scientific as its general tone and style
lead the rcader to expect. That there is scope for such scientific
eriticism goes without saying. Literary criticistn can be to litera-
ture what psychology is to life. Both sciences conduct an enquiry
into the human mind. But as psychology reaches its ends mainly
by analysis of the subnormal mind, criticism claims the abnormal,
that is to say the super-normal, as its sphere, and makes genius,
not mania, its starting-point. It is therefore desirable that anyone
who undertakes literary criticism in « scientific spirit should adhere
to scientific procedure, and one of the first essentials is an agree-
ment as to the meaning of terms.:

It is just this point in which the science of literary criticism has
been so unfortunately lacking. Aristotle certainly tried to give
criticism a scientific basis at what may he considered its birth. But
data has accumulated since Aristotle’s day. We have more phen-
omena to explain than were “"dreamt of in his philosophy’’.

1} John Arlot in an article on C. Day Lewis’ ‘“The Poetic Image’.
{ The “Fortnightly”™. Tune 1947%.
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The first ambiguity that must occur to anyone who deplores
the chaotic state of critical terminology must centre round that
word “'poetr,’’. For the way in which we understand it determ-
ines our attitude to major distinctions; or rather, it determines
just what major and basic distinctions we will make. Few critics
would be prepared to regard poeiry and perse as synonymous; yet
very few theoretical, that is fo say scientific, critics avoid implying
as much, when they venture to discuss these terms. And they
imply, in this way, what they would almost certainly repudiate,
not by direct confusion of the terms in question, but by the con-
fusion of the opposites of those terms in the use of the single word
“prose”’.

The importance of the question becomes clear when a critic
begins to dogmatise about the “'proper language’ of verse or pro-
se, or whenever vers libre is being discussed, to cite only two occas-
ions where the point at issue is prejudiced by an unscientific ap-
plication of terms.

Examine this sentence from Coleridge: "'I write in metre be-
cause I am about to use a language essentially different from that
of prose.”” We may take ‘‘metre’’ here as synonymous with gerse.
But what is meant by “prose”’? Non-metrical composition? Such
an interpretation is not helpful. “I write in metre because T am
about to use a language different from that of non-metre”’! An
earnest enquirer may feel like the inquisitive child, who, in answer
to his reiterated ‘‘why?’’, at last gets the exasperated ultimatum :
“Because it is so’’! .

Yet if we take “‘prose’” as the antithesis not of metre but of
poetry, Coleridge appears to beg the question: “T write in metre
because 1 am about to use a language that is not prosaic (i-e. 2
language that is poétic).”” But the necessary connegtion helween
verse and poelry is the point af issue, and cannotl be assumed in
this way. Surely, this is the very connection which he is asserting
in the teeth of Wordsworth’s denial that there is or can be “any
essential difference.between the language of prose and metrical
cornposition.”’

Coleridge has héen misled hy the ambiguity of the word
“prose’’. Because he uses a word which has two senses, he assu-

_ mes that he has established a réal, as distinct from a purely verbal,

association between the two senses. His argument would seem to
be: “Since there is a clear connection,between non-metrical and
prosaic language (as is proved by the general use of the word
“prose” to cover both meanings), so we may take it that there is
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a connection between metrical and poetic language.” Onpe is not
here questioning the conclusion, but the argument. The popular
use of a word to cover two meanings does not prove anything.
It admittedly represents an association in the popular mind. But
it remains for the scientist to arbitrate as to the reality or specious-
ness of that association.

This is disconcerting, especially when one recollects the con-
troversies and fashionable prejudices which have accumulated
round the work of Dryden and Pope, not to mention any of their
contemporaries or imitators. For it has been both asserted and
denied that Dryden and Pope wére no “poets’’, ‘and that their
verse was ‘‘prosaic’’. How can anyone venture on such a topic
without the clearest notlon of what he means by such terms as
“poetry’’. “‘prose”’, and ‘‘verse’’?

This trio of terms is a peculiarly unfortunate one. It is a case
of : “Two’s company, three’s none.’” If we regard verse as the
opposite of prose, and at the same time as something of a different
order from poetry, of what is poetry the opposite? The assump-
tions which bring us to this dilemma are surely reasonable, and do
no violence to the popular and réceived usage of words. Verse is
readily distinguished from poetry in doggerel. “Verse in prose’
sounds like nonsense, so we can safely take the two terms as coun-
terparts, mutually exclusive. If, however, ‘‘prosaic verse”™ has
quite a different implication and a readily apprehended meaning,
it is due to the treacherous ambiguity of the word “prose’’. “Pro-
saic’’ is the opposite not of “verse”’ or “métrical’’, but of “poetic’’,
The adjective marks a different contrast from that indicated by
the noun. Could we not adopt some such word as “‘dissertation”
to express the alternative to “‘poetry’’, and retain “prose” only
as the opposite of “verse’’?

Turning again the pages of the ‘‘Biographia Literaria’’, we
find Coleridge criticising three stanzas from Daniel’s “Civil
Wars'’, Colendge s terms are here prejudicial because he des-
cribes Daniel as ‘prosaic’’, and the ambiguity of that word has
been made clear- But even apart from the question of ambiguity,
the word has an unfortunate connotation. In fact, the word

poetlc suffers in much the same way, though as a cr1t1cal term
it is indispensable. For ‘‘proseic” has a bad, and “‘poetic’’ a good
connotation. That i Is to say, the terms are used more or less syn-
onymously with ‘‘unimiaginative’’ and 1mag1nat1ve . One
would never accuse the style of a cookery-book of being “unimag-
inative,”’ becausé imagination is not a quality which one would
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expect or desire in a cookery-book. ‘“‘Imaginative”, as a critical
term then, means desirably imaginative, and “‘unimaginative”
means undesirably unimaginative. And it is just because ‘‘pro-
saic’’ and “‘peetic’’ can be equated with these meanings that they *
become dangerous as terms to express two contrasted literary fac-
ulties. In the instance referred to above, Coictidge is using the
word together with its connotation, in such a way as to suggest
that the connotation follows from the meaning. Thesg stanzas, he
seems to say, exemplify a facuily other than that of poetry; they
are of prose, pro:,:uc beiug prosaic. they arc unimaginative, And

“unimaginative”, as we have seen, implies a defect, This is not
logic. Tt is playing on words. .

But however prejudicial Coleridge’s terms are, the issuc
which he raises is significant: is disserfation in verse (to use our
own term) a tolerable form of literature? Is vérse, except as 2
vehicle of poetry, never justified? Our first instinct is to answer
“No, never”’, making allowance, as Coleridge does, for mnemonic
rhymes, doggerel, and necessarily pedestrian parts in long poems.
Indeed, the last instance hardly amounts to an exception, as here
the effect is ultimafely poetic. But the full force of the question
is not felt until one looks for the corollary. If dissertation in verse
is intolerable, we shall be cxpected to condemn poetry in prose.
Is prose never justificd except as a vehicle of dissertation? It
becomes very hard to be consistent. 'What a quantity of prose has
been praised for the poetry whicb it contained! In this connec-
tion, one has only to mention the name of Sir Thamas Browne;
and we do not feel that he néeds any hpecial pleading to justify
the poetic qualities of his work! Yet on the other hand, for how
long had it been, till comparatively recent times, the conventjonal
attack on Dryden and Pope that their work amounted to mere
prose? By which word must have been intended “dissertation”,
for nobody would wish to deny the faculty of versification to those
writers Coleridge alludes to a type of Ianguage which would be

“vicious and alien in correct and manly prose.” But he probably
shirked stigmatising any prose passage for being poetic, in the
way that he criticised Daniel’s lines, specifically, for being prosaic,
because he felt instinctively that such a criticism would, like
Balaam’s curse, resolve itself into a blessing. As has been obh-
served, it is hard to call anything poetic without implying praise,
just as it is hard to label anything prosaic without implying
censure.,

But if terms have acquired this misleading nature, it is at least
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worth while investigating how they acquired it. Have we simply
been prejudiced by the arbitrary use of terms? Or is there “‘me-
thod in their madness’’? Have they acquired their misleading
'nature as a result of some fundamental prejudice in our own atti-
tude? .

To begin with, it would be well to define exactly what we
mean by poetry and djssertation, and we may conveniently define
them in terms which have themselves been defined at the outset of
this study. By peetry, we mean the artistic use of language, and
by dissertation, the scientific use of language. Poetry uses words
to illuminate, dissertation to designate. The language of poetry
has an explicit meaning, but it implies much more than that
meaning; it illuminates the meaning in a way that music or paint-
ing illuminates. Dissertation, on the other hand, aims at achieving
no more and no less than the explicit meaning. To the extent that
it implies or suggests the indefinable it is cither alloyed or vitiated.

But indced, the greater part of literary composition is-an alloy
between poetry and dissertation. The two faculties are not easily
found in their pure state - perhaps cannot be. It is vain to classify
a work as poetry, and bind it accordingly to the observance of
preconceived rules. One can only estimate that a writer’s purpose
lies at a certain pitch between poetry and dissertation, and mur-
mur reproof if he takes a plunge too far in one direction or the
other, or if his purpose itself entertains incongruities. Thus poetry
and dissertation are more safely regarded, not as different facul-
ties, but as differcnt elements in the one faculty of literary com-
position; and the scientific critic will find it more convenient to
speak, not of poets and writers of dissertation, but simply of
writers or authors, in general.

Now what of verse and prose? These also are no hard and
fast species. The Greeks spoke of their choruses as “logacedic”’
compaositions, suggesting that these, with their irregular and
changing rhythms. were half-way between prosc and verse. Much
of Shakespeare’s mature blank verse could be written in prose
form without devastating loss; and modern wers libse represents
just such another compromise - not to mention many parts of the
Scriptures. There are even novelists who in their lyrical moments
cross the border completely into verse, let alone linger on the
brink of it. In such instances, it is not just a question of pociry,
but of actual verse.

Wordsworth attributes to metre “‘the pleasure which the mind
derives from the perception of similitude in dissimilitude.”” He
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observes : “From this principle the direction of the sexual appetite,
and all passions connected with it, take their origin... It would
not be a useless employment to apply this principle fo the consid-
eration of metre, and to show that metre is hence enabled to afford
much pleasure.”” This would stand as a very good definition of
verse (by which we must understand something rather wider than
metre, (1) something that will embrace the parallelism of Hebrew
poetry). But in brief, we may say that verse is the adoption of
more or less regular repetition in our language, prose its deliberate
and studied avoidance; always bearing in mind that “'regular’ is
a comparative term. Perhaps, even considerable tracts of our con-
versation have a loose verse form, comparable with vers libre; in
which case, the Bourgeois Gentilhomme had not been talking
prose all his life, after all. But prose, as a hterary faculty or form,
surely implies the studied avoidance of repetition, ]ust as verse
implies its studied cultivation.

But what connection have verse and prose with poetry and
dissertation? To deny any correspondence between verse and
poetry, even while rejecting their entire interdependence, would
be taking too great a liberty with the ordinary associations of
words. Let us formulate the connéction as follows: - Verse oni-
ginated as a “‘useful’’ art, as distinct from the '‘fine’’ art into which
it later developed. 1t was first purely utilitarian in function, as
an aid to memory, but later was adopted as a musical principle,
that is to say;, as a means to an arlistic purpose, not as a means to
a utilitarian purpose attended sometimes by incidentally artistic
effects.

Now if poetry is the artistic use of language, verse, in so far
as it serves an artistic purpose, is a contribution to poetry; though
‘everything that is poetry will not employ the means of verse.
There are other means. Roughly speaking, we may divide the
sources of poetry into two: — lyric and graphic, to give them
names. And in anticipation of protests, let it be said that the term
dyrics is much more usefully employed in denoting the musical
element in poetry than as a vague word for any kind of short poem
that lends ifself to the anthologist. To the lyric element then,
verse contributes. But even the lyric element in poetry may exist
independently of versé, Sounds may be arranged for artistic

{1) Metre, rhyme, and alliterative verse are subdivisions of acoustio
vQrEe, &S contrasted with the graphic or pictorial verse prineiple exem-
phhed by Hebrew parallelism.
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effect without involving a degree of regularity which qualifies
them to be regarded as verse.

In addition, however, to this lyric element, we have to consid-
er the graphic sources of poeiry, the use of images, the pictorjal
as distinct from the musical content. Both elements are respon-
sible for that artistic effect which distinguiches poetry from disser-
tation and gives to words an illuminating power that is not inher-
ent in their mere meaning. The explicit meaning of the words
is an element of dissertation which is, nevertlieléss, inevitable in
poetry- Swinburne did his best to minimise this element; and
perhaps when people talk about spure poctrys, they have in mind
a type of poetry which would depend entirely on musical or pic-
torial effect, without reference to the sense of the words. James
Joyce’s work suggests an experiment in this direction. But it is
probable that too much cpuritys in art, as in eugenics, results in
the loss of virility. And in the same way painters and sculptors
may go too far in rejecting the humble propositions of what they
call «representationalism.x.

In poetry, however, the sense of the words does not merelv
provide a theme, to be embroidered with sounds and images. It
may make a more subtle artistic contribution. One finds this so
in Hebrew poetry, where the verse does not consist in the simili-
tude of metre contrasting with the dissimilitude of the words, but
in the similitude of the explicit meaning, which is restated in dif-
ferent words. The explicit meaning. then, discharges that func-
tion which is assigned to metre in most Eurcpean poetry. It is
precisely the meaning of the words which informs them with the
properties of verse. For this reason Hebrew verse must remain verse
(even as distinct from poetry) in translation. And as each restate-
ment of the sense is apt to evoke a different, picture, we may say
that such verse is based on imaginative, (1) not acoustic repeti-
tion, and that its contribution to poetry is made through graphic,
not lyric channels. At this point it is worth noticing that the
greater body of English literature derives its versg from acoustic
sources, while its poetry, by way of contrast, is essentially gra-
phic in type.

On the othér hand, one need not look further than French or
English neo-classic literature to discover the subtle artistic rela-
tion between the explicit meaning of words and the lyric element

(1) Imaginative in the sense of ‘‘image-making” or “‘picture-
making”’,
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in poetry. One might even describe it as a scontrapuntals rela-
tion. When Pope wrote «The sound must seem an echo to the
sense», if we understand him as indicating something more than
a crude onomatopoeia, something in fact of which his own work
is a constant example, we can but infer this «contrapuntals use of
the sense in poetry. That is to say, it is not just a question of
vocal embroidery. Sound and sense contribute on an equal foot-
ing to an artistic etfect; to an implicit meaning which does not
permit of purely explicit statement (any more than the meaning
of music does), though it makes use of explicit statement as a
means to expression. A fair analogy is, perhaps, the joint con-
tribution of words and music in a song. In Pope’s pastoral ad-
dressed to Garth, nothing but this counterpoint of music and
meaning accounts for that tenderness with which, whatever the
immaturity of the poem, the words are laden; a tenderness which
Handel must surely have felt when he interpreted it in terms of
his own art. Yet many listeners who applaud the well-known
sétting of «Where'er you walk» are deaf to that music for which
Handel substituted his own. Purcell, it is related, with great del-
icacy of implicaton, refrained from tendering a similar office to
Dryden’s «Alexander’s Féasts, on the grounds that the words
were their own music.

It is impossible, however, to speak of the English neo-classics
in terms of enthusiasm without feeling that one is prejudicing a
controversial question. Just how much importance may we attach
to the verse of Pope and Dryden? Dr. Johnson says: «After all
this, it is surely superfluous to answer the question that has once
been asked, Whether Pope was a poet? otherwise than by asking
in return, If Pope be not a poet, where iz poetry to be found?s
Place beside this Matthew Arnold’s observation: «Dryden and
Pope are not classics of our poetry, they are classics of our prose.»
And finally, take into consideration the modern view, which
tends to replace Pope and Dryden on the pedestals from which
the Romantic Revival had somewhat unceremoniously hustled
them. Faced with such fluctuating estimates, a modest deference
to perplexed authority may well cause us to hesitate in our attempts
to assess the real ment of the writers in question. ‘We feel, how-
ever, that this discrepancy of opinions is aggravated and the whole
position obscured owing very largely to the inconsistency of the
usual crifical terms employed; and there seems to be some hope
that armed with other and inore carefuily defined terms, we may
with greater confidence approach a balanced view. All argu-
ments appear to turn on what is meant by goefry and what is



meant by prose. Some critics take the line that if verse can be
proved unpoetic it is proved unliterary. But Matthew Arnold
treats the reputation of Pope and Dryden fairly courteously before
coming to the conclusion that they are oclassics of our proses. Is
the conclusion meant to neutralise the courtesy, redccing it to
mere irony? Or did Arnold contemplate with equanimity the
prospect of dissertation in verse? Mr. T. S. Eliot expressed the
view, in his essay on Dryden, that nineteenth-century prejudice
had its roots in the material of neo-classic verse. Generally speak-
ing, the neo-classic writers wrought iheir verse from the access-
ories of street or tavern, boudoir or drawing-room, and employed
it to celebrate occasions of state or flay their political and literary
enemies; while the Romantics and their successors conceived it
as the poet’s duty to stock his imagination with the fauna and
flora of the unspoiled countryside, and held that meditation, not
satire, was the natural function of serious verse.

This divergence of taste certainly accounts for a good deal of
the unpopularity into which the neo-classics fell during the nine-
teenth century. But it is surely not the whole reason. It should
he noticed that in Doctor Johnson's tune th- question had already
been asked: Is Pope a poet? The Romantics were not the first
to ask that question. They were the rfirst to give it a significant
negative answer. In view, then, of what seems to be a perennial
doubt, a fresh investigation will not come amiss, especially when
we embark on it with newly defined tenns. For the two-centu.y-
old debate concerning Dryden and Pope has revolved round the
use of the words poeiry and prose, and it is clear that the vse of
those words, hitherto made hy analytical critics, has been in the
main compromising and confusing.

. It has already been suggested that failure to appreciate the
neo-classic poets arose out of a deafncss to their music as mnuch
as from a prejudice against the material of their verse. But what
is the origin of that failure? Even if this also is prejudice, is not
prejudice sometimes confirmed by the facts? It is certainly our
duty to give it a fair hearing, and even to.approach it sympatheti-
cally, in order to arrive at a balanced view.

* Now, considering again Matthew Arnold’s remarks about
Dryden and Pope, and his use of the words «poetrys and «proses in
this connection, it becomes clear that by «poetry»s, he, like many
other English critics, often means no more than graphic poetry.
And it is precisely our contention that certain languages have a
graphic and others a Jyric genius. Among the former we would place
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English., German and Hcbrew; among the latter, Latin Greek, and
the modern Romance languages. Compare an English translation
from the Hebrew with one made from the Greek; Isaiah, say,
with a translation of a Greek play. How perfectly the Hebrew
lends jtzelf to the English instinct for imagery! While the Greek
mannerisms seem in translation to parody themselves. Again, it
15 worth comparing the success of Shakespeare in German trans-
lation with the tardy recognition of his greatness in France. Armn-
old himself stumbled on this distinction when he wrote: “The
power of French literature is in its prose-writers, the powei of Eng-
lish literature in‘its poets.’” But his onesided view of poctry
prevented him from expressing the distinction in its true terms or
apprehending its exact nature.

Perhaps it is unfair to accuse the nineteenth century critics of
being deaf to the music of poetry. ‘Who could be more musical
,or more popular in his own time than Tennyson? But it is clear
“that the taste of that cpoch refused to accept music i certain com-
binations. It cherished the lyric where it was combined with the
graphic element, almost to the exclusion of explicit meaning, as,
for example, in Keats’ “Ode {o Autumn’, or in Shaitey’s “Ode
to the 'West Wind’’. But it could not tolerate music combined
with explicit meaning to the exclusion of the graphic element.

At first sight, this might scem to tic a passion for “pure’” poet-
ry which would suffer the intrusion of no non-artistic element.
however artistic the total result. In this case the nineteenth-cent-
ury critics are not to be accused of prejudice, but credited with 2
consistent principle of taste. But how can this be so, when the
same pens which denounced Pope and Racine as prosaic, ac-
claimed Dante, Virgil, and Sophocles as mighty pocets¢ The
greatest Italian, Latin, and Greek poctry boasts the same recipe
as the French and English neo-classics? It sabsists, that 15 to
say, in the blending of music with explicit sense, and what pictorial
power it possesses is very much in the background. How then
can the typical nineteenth-century criticism escape the charge of
inconsistency and prejudice? One route of escape lies open to it;
and that route leads through the varying genius of different lang-
uages. Musical effects in an unmusical language, one might
claim, cannot give an artistic balance over the dissertational ele-
~ment unless they are assisted by graphic effects. One might with
reason have insisted that English, and even French, have not the
same musical capacity as Italian, Latin, or Greek; though it seems
hard to regard French as an unmusical language. At any rate,
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it could be urged that Pope and Dryden were trying to do with the
English language something that had been done with the Latin
language, and that the effects to which Latin lent itself were not
so naturally accommodated by English.

But therc is another nineteenth-century aversion which has
to be taken into consideration — the aversion to didactic verse.
This brings us back to the question : Is dissertation in verse a toler-
able literary form? The objection is obvious. Is not the music
of verse in such works a disadvantage? Is not any kind of poetry
a disadvantage, in a work of which the avowed object is explicit
instruction? Poetry will surcly distract us when we need to con-
centrate our whole attention on following the often complex rat-
iocinations of the writer. And if there is to be no poetry, of what
use is verse? This objection, as long as it is made consistently,
both against the ""Essay on Criticism’” and the “‘De Arte Poetica’’.
against the "“Essay on Man’’ and the ‘De Rerum Natura'’, must
be squarely met.

But verse has a useful as well as a fine purpose. ‘We should
do wrong to condemn #pso facto a composition in which verse has
a merely mnemonic value. Much of Pope's™‘Essay on Criticism”
is pure dissertation, as Matthew Arnold would have been quick
to assert, but it has a mnemonic value which is integral to the pur-
pose of the work. If all the dissertation that Pope wrote had been
written in prose, his words would not live in our mouths to-day, in
a multitude of ever recurring quotations.

But apart from this it must be admitted that passages of poetry
may have their place in a didactic work. They usually intervene
at a climax, as a relaxation to the reader’s mind. At least, such
poétic passages are generally allowed in a didactic prose work, as
is instanced in the Dialogues of Plato, So why should we not ex-
pect them, a fortiori, in a composition where the useful element of
verse can be transmuted so readily into the fine art of poetry? The
“De Rerum Natura’ contains many szch passages; and it is worth
noticing in this connection how much of Shakespeare’s verse is
pure dissertation, or nearly so, simply explaining the bald outlines
of a situation in a style incomparably more matter-of-fact than
we find in his great passages of poetic prose. In fact, it was Col-
eridge, one of the fathers of nineteenth-century criticism, who oh-
served that a long poem could not be all poetry. Only the con-
fusion of terms in the word “‘poem’” gives an air of paradox to that
staternent.

But to recapitulate, in view of the now almost traditional Eng-
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lish aversion to a poetry which tempers its music which disserta-
tion, may we not expect to find an opposite and corresponding
aversion in the critics of other languages which derive their poetry
naturally from just such a combination of elements? In the
French we certainly find it. Such phrases as "'Shakespeare et la
violence anglaise’” (1) are so commonplace as to fall almost cas-
ually from the pen of a French critic. But among ancient critics,
also, we find those who attack the poetic prose-writer in terms anal-
ogous to the severity with which English critics have attacked
the writer of verse dissertation. This is exactly what we should
expect: that the ancient Sir Thomas Browne or Jeremy Taylor
will meet a comparable fate to that of the modern Horace or Lu-
cretius.  The following passage from Lucian is of interest :-

But if History is to adopt this type of flattery, what
else is it but a sort of poetic prose, deprived of its lofty ac-
cents, and leaving a residue of imposture all the more pa-
tently exposed because it is stripped of metre? This is a
defect of the first order, that anyone should be unable to
distinguish the appurtenances of poetry from those of his-
tory, and introduce into history all the hyperbole of legend,
and such ornate writing as is proper only to the faculty of
poetry. Itis as if one should take some robust and stalwart
athlete, drape him in purple and other meretricious acces-
sories, rub in fard, powder his face - heavens! what a fool
you’d make of him by that shameful exhibition ! (1)

Antiquity had its. Sir Thomas Brownes. One of them - from
a literary point of view at least — was St Paul. But it is doubtful

(1} G. Lanson, “*Voltaire”. Hach:tte. V. 103. The book contain- other
references ta English pootry in similar terms, that is to say, as an ~{front
to classic taste.

) % lotopla B2 fjv v kohakelay towmbipy mpookdBy, i GAAe §
el T Tlot.l'EI:le] ylyveral, tfic peyohogpwviag pév éxelvag foteprpévn,
v Aowniy Be tepatelay yupviv t@v pétpav kal 8¢ adtd Enwonuotépav
gxpodvougo ; uéya tolvov, pGhrov bt dnéppeya 1olto xaxdy, ei pn eldeln
g yapileww 1& lotoplag kol ta mowgTkie, dAN £ftetodyed 1f fotepig @
-R¢ Etépog kopphuata, tdév pbibov xai 1dg £y toltoic OnEpforde, domep
Gv el 11g dBAnmiv. 1dv kaptepdv todtwy, kal kombdf mpwivay, dloupylol
nepBadol, kal T EAA® xbope @ Etmpkd Kkai poxiov EveplBoy, xal PLus-
Qiov 1) npoodnw, "Hpdkierg, &g Rarayilaotov altov dnepydoctto ale-
¥ovag T4 kdopw Eksive.

NOTE:- Clarendon Press translators (1905) render mefr tig momtiki
gs_‘'poetry without the wings”. This ia significant. Why should such &
deliberate periphrasis recommend itself to the translators, if “‘poetic
prose” did not suggest a good connotation to an Englishman, -uch ns
nell] 11g mowtikd obviously did not suggest to a Greek?
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if Lucian, ideological considerations apart even, would have ap-
preciated “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of an-
gels”’.  He would have asked: ““What is it but poetical prose,
etc.?”’ And his readers would not have suspected him, by that
phrase, of paying a compliment. Yet the thirteenth chapter of
Corinthians 1 is poetry, and not only poetry, but verse; poetry
and verse on the Hebrew, graphic model, alien to classical ant-
quity.

Agoin, compare Lucian’s scornful reflection on “poetic prose”
with Arnold’s pronouncement that Dryden and Pope are “‘classics
of our piose.” Thid is to say “classics of our dissertation.”” The
compari on 1 =ignilicant. To the Groek, metre was such an im-
portant Jlement in poetry, to the Englishman such an unimportant
one. Or let us say: in Greck, a language of Iyric genius, mere
metre carzied a work so much further toward being poetry, than
it docs in English, a language of graphic genius. It is also worth
recalling that the teim “purple patch’’ was coined by Horace (1)
in a spirit of criticism; yet how indulgent that catchword sounds
on the lips of many a modern English critic!  Sir Arthur Quiller-
Couch, in hiy introduction to the Oxford Book of English Prose
even makes a special plea for it. But the "purple patch” as its
name proclaims, represents a graphic element, and was as un-
natural in Horace's tongue as it is patural in ours.

ft s our contention here that Lucian’s view expresses the
normal attitude of the ancient world throughout its long literary
history = Phrases in Aristotle, which 1night seem at first sight to
weaken the force of our argument, really tend to support it. For
instance, we find in the “'Poetics”’ ; "“"Homer and Empedocles have
nothing in common but the metre. It is right, therefore, tp call
the one a poet, the other a physicist rather.” And again: “The
work of Herodotus might be put into verse, and it wonld still be a
species of history; with metre, as without it.”> These sentenges
taken by thcmselves would seem to reflect the English rather than
what we have claimed was the Greek view. of poetry. But if the

{1) Purpureus, late gui splendeat, unus et alter
Adsuitur panuus, enm Ltcus et ara Dianae
Et properautis aquae per amoenaes ambitus agros,
Aut flumen Rhenum aut pluvius describitur arcua.
Sed nune non erat Lis locus. {De Arte Poetica 15)

Note:- Surely “purple pateh’ refers not to any fleeting passage of

Eoetw writing, but specrfically to graphic poetry. For us, vivid imagery

as a notural pertinenes, CGur cruder syntex requires this compensation.
Tt was not so for the ancients
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two instances are taken in their context, it will be seen that Aris-
fotle was using the word “poefry’’ in a different sense from that
in which it was generally used even by his contemporaries, and he
admits as much, ‘‘Poetry’ in his vocabulary does not refer pri-
marily to the manipulation of language, but of subject matter. It
is to be contrasted with history and science. It is what we might
term ‘‘composition’’ as distinct from “‘exposition’’. It deals with
the hypothetical rather than the actual, with what might happen
rather than what has happenéd; or if with what has happened,
simply because the actuality has interest as a Lypothesis (1). This
being so, his failure fo reserve any term for poetry in our sense of
the word, as distinct from verse, oniy goes to suggest that for him,
as for other ancient critics, there was no great distinction. For
himn, as for them, the music of able versification gave to the words
- that lustrous quality which renders them artistic.

Yet while a consideration of ancient criticism supports the
theory of linguistic tendencies that we have put forward, one has
only to cite examples of New Testament poetry to forestall any
attack. based on this theory, against the English neo-classics (or
indeed to cut off the possible line of rétreat which we recommended
to their assailants). For if Pope and Dryden are accused of cult-
ivating a foreign, Latin faculty in English, a language that can
ill accommmodate it, the same attack must be direcied against the
Hebrew idiom of New Testament Greek. Ve are assured, in fact,
with a suspicious suggestion of epigram, that the New Testament
only makessuch good English because it is such bad Greek. There
is a significant truth in that. St Paul wrote Hebrew poetry in
Greek, yet what he wrote was none the less poetry.

‘With an eye, then, to this analogy, we may say that the nine-
tecnth-century aversion to the neo-classics had its root in a sound
intuition; but that intuition was rendered incoherent by the obtuse
reasoning which strove to interpret it; by a failure to make the
right basic distinctions; a terminological failure.

The advantage of correct and basic distinctions is that they
afford a balanced view, They leave us free to incline either to the
classic or the romantic school, without attributing the attitude of
the other side to stark insensibility; and indeed the personality
neither of Matthew Arnold nor of Samuel Johnson will allow of
such a construction. Classic verse, we see, is alien to the genius
of our language, and we may choose to stress this, pointing out

(1) Poeiies I and IX.
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the difficulties under which a writer of Pope’s pretensions was
labouring, by the very na‘ure of his intractable medium. On the
other hand, it is possible for a writer to triummph over his medium;
and the grafting of foreign stock may bring new virility into the
literature of any language. If classical antiquity had been more
réady to import from the Hebrew and other exotic sources, it
might not have lapsed, as it did, into centuries of sterlity.

But we must always recognise the special and often delicate
task of a classic poet working in a romantic language. For it is
no solecism to speak of “‘classic and romantic’* languages, if, by
these terms, we mean respectively languages which naturally avail
themselves of explicit statement as a means to an artistic end,
and langnages in which the paucity of musical content makes this
method a secondary recourse, and postulates the more usual in-
vocation of a pictorial element at the expense of the explicit. Of
course, if this terminology is adopted, Romanticism cannot be re-
tained as the opposite of Realism; though the claim of the word
in this respect is equally strong. Our principle must always be:
one. word, one meanmg Again, compllcahons will ensue if we
try to apply the terms ‘'Classic and Romantic” to music or the
plastic arts, DBut in this context the words already cover a mul-
titude of meanings, all better expressed in other terms.

Mr. T. S. Eliot finds in the distinction of Classicism and Ro-
manticism a fundamental issue of right and wrong. each side de-
manding our unequivocal allegiance or dissent (1). It is refreshing
in this age of flabby agnosticism to be reminded of the existence of
such vital issues. But it is in no such sense that the terms are used
above. The only thing that is vital, from the point of view of
literary criticism — as far as we are concerned — is to realise thal
the distinction exists; and that its basis resits as much in a writer’s
language as in his taste,

J. G. WaRrgry

(1) “‘Function of Criticism™. Selected Essays by T.5. El'ot. Faber
p. 28. )
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