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Cyprus in Hellenistic

and Roman Times

In order to obtain a better understanding of the political and: social con-
ditions which prevailed in Cyprus at the beginning of the Hellenistic period,
it will be advisable to give a brief sketch of the Greek colonization of the
Island and of the colonics which the Greek colonists founded in it.

At some period in the Late Bronze Age, approximately 1600-1100 B.C,,
colonists from Greece, and from Arcudia in particular, began to arrive in
the island of Cyprus, and by the end of the second millennium B.C. they
had established colonies in most parts of the Island. Naturally, these Greek -
settlements were planted along the seacoast as was usually the practice
with Greek colonists in other parts of the IMediterranean, but in the case
of Cyprus, Greek eclonies were founded also in the interior of the Island.

From the Mycenaean remains which have been discovered on most of
the ancient sites of the Island (1), we have archaelogieal evidence for the
truth of the statements made by Pindar (2) and Theopompus (3) which
ascribe the foundation of these colonies to the heroes of the Trojan War,
and of the statement of Herodotus (4) which claims a Greek origin for
them. A further proof of this being the period at which Greek colonies were
first planted in Cyprus can be found in the Cypriot Syllabic Script which,
indeed. persisted in the Island down to the end of the fourth century B.C.,
and shows that the colonists must have left the Peloponnesus before the
introduction into Greece of the Phoenician alphabet,

In addition to this, we have further evidence that the majority of the
small kingdoms of Cyprus were of Greek origin from an inscription of Esar-
haddon, king of Assyria, dated 673 B.C, which records the submission of
ten kings of Cyprus. Nine of the names of these kings can be read as Greek
names but the tenth is Phoenician (5). These kingdoms were as follows:

{1) Cf. AH.M, Janes, The Gities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, Oxford, 1937
™ 365.

(2) Pindar, Nem. IV, 73.

(3) C. Muller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorwn, Frag. IIL

(4) Herodotus, VII, 90.

(5) For Esarhaddon’s Stele, cf. Luckenbill, Ancienr Records of Assyria and Baby-
Jonta, 11, 690 ; and for the reading of the Greek names, cf. Hall, The Oldest Cimilisation

of Greece, p. 202.
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Salamis, Paphos, Soli, Citzium, Tamassus, Idalium, Chytri, Ledra, Nure and
the Phoenician city of Karti Kadasti. It is probable that there were aiso at
this time a further five kingdoms, and if they are not mentioned in Esar-
hadden’s list, their omission may he accounted for possibly on the grounds
that they were not important enough to sead their gifts to the Assyrian king.
Of these fifteen kingdoms of Cyprus it will be seen that only four were not
of Greek origin, namely the Phoenician cities of Kaiti Kadasti, Citium and
Carpasia and the autochthonous city of Amathus.

If it is true that the culture of Cyprus was predominantly Greek, it must
nevertheless be noted that’it was a Greek culiure of 2 primitive type which
recalls much of Homeric Greece. Among other things, these states preserved
right down to the beginning of the Hellenistic period their monarchal form
of government, thus not sharing in the development of other Greek states
in the rest of the Greek world. The kings of these states submitted volunta-
rily to Alaxander the Great, and several are mentioned as taking part in the
siege of Tyre in 332 B.C. (1) and all with the exception of one were con-
firmed ta their kingdoms. On the death of Alexznder the Great in 323 B.C,,
we find that there were in Cyprus nine kingdoms, but these. as we shall
see, were not fated to survive under his Successors, the Diadochoi, as they
are called.

Owing to its geographical position, the possession of Cyprus was of
paramount importance for any power that wished to attack Syria. and at
the same time its copper mines and its forests. the latter supplying timber
for shipbuilding, made it of great economic impertance. In consequence of
this, Ptolemy 1 of Egypt and Antigonous I of Asia Minor strove to obtain
control of the Island, and to this end each party sought to win over to its
side the alliance of the local independent kings. This policy, however, ulti-
mately gave the death-blow to these kingdoms, for their occupants were
sooner or later accused of having treacherous relations with the other side
and were either deposed or executed.

in 306 B.C. Démeirius Poliorcétés, son of Antigorous [, having totally
defeated the Heet of Ptolemy I off Salamis, the principal harbour of Cyprus,
obtained possession of the Island (2). but ¢lrven years later, he was forced
to abandon it to Ptolemy I {(3). From now onwards, i.e. from 285 B.C.
down to 58 B.C., Cyprus remained s dependency of the Prolemaic Empire,
except for three shart periods, when it had independent rulers, though these,
however, were members of the Ptolemaic family.

We now come to what is termed the Hellenistic period of Cyprus. For
the history of Cyprus during both the Hellenistic and the Roman pesiods
our literary sources are unfortunately practically nil, and we have therefore

(1) Arrian, Anab. 11, 22 and Plut. Alex. 29 (331 B.C.).
(2) Diod. XX 47.
(3) Plut, Demerrius, 35,



CYPRUS

Greek colonies in Cyprus. Citdum and Carpasia are

Pheenicilan colonies and Amathus i= autochthonous.

PLATE I-

Sleeping Eres. Provenance: Faphos. Third Cenwry B, C.
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PLATE 11

Statue of the goddess Aphredite.
Provenance : Soli. Third Century B. C.






PLATE 11

Raock-kewn tomb with awjum and colemnade VWiaw ¢ necropelis, Paphos.

Hellenistic penod.
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PLATE IV

Rock-hewn tomb with atrium and colonnade of the Doric

order. Western necropolis, Paphos. Hellenistic peried.

PLATE ¥

Third or Marble Forum, Salamis. Second to third century A.D.
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PLATE VI

Roman theatre at Soli, showing auditorium, orchestra and
stage-buildings, Date : ¢nd of second to beginning of third
century A. D.

PLATE VII

Mosaic flooring from a Roman villa at Old Paphos ({Kouklia).
e I Date : second to third century A. D.
o
o
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PTATE VI

Mosaic fiooring fromn a Roman villa at New Paphos.
Subject : Heraklés and the Lion of Nemea (1lst Labour
of Heraklés). Date: ¥ second to third cenmury A. D.
iPublished with the authorisation of the Depariment cf
Antiquities, Cyprus, No. 88 37 2.

PLATE I\

F 5
} . s

Mosaic flooring from a Roman villa at Curium. Inscription insidg a
garland surrounded by squares with geometrical designs. Date : first
to third century A, D,



e e e o AW ———— — AT T



PLATE M

Remains o buiidings and wallz 1n L. L minos or encosure of the Temple of
the goddess Aphrodite at Old Paphes (Kouklia}

PR NI

The Acropolis of the city-state of Curium, locking south-oast.
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PLATE XII

Entrance to Cave-Sanctuary of Apollo
Hylatés at New Paphos, showing inclin-
ed dromos and Cypriot Syllabic
Script inecription on face of rock above.

PLATE XIII

PLATE XIV

Ertrance to circular vaﬁlt t.;{ Cave-Sar[ctua}y Entrance to oblong, nave] e amb |
of ? Mithras at New Paphes, showing thick Y fike ch o

of Cave-Sanctuary of ? Mithras
stone column set up in the centre. Paphos. y at New
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to fall back on inscriptions, coins and archaeological remains, and here
again we are handicapped by the fact that very little excavation wark has
been done so far on the Hellenistic and the Roman sites in the Island. One
of the reasons for the lack of literary sources is undoubtedly due to the
more or less uneventful history of the Island during the period in guestion
In studying the Hellenistic and the Roman periods, I propose to assume
that, in their broadest outlines and with due regard to local requirements,
the conditions in Cyprms were much the same as those which obtained in
other countries of the Near East at the time, and to set forth such particulars
of the social and economic life of the Island, as are furished by the sources
to which I have already referred.

To begin with, apart from some local disturbances, there are but two
outstanding events in this otherwise uneventful period of the history of
Cyprus. The first of these was the attack an the Island by Antiochus IV
Epiphanés of Syria in the year 168 B.C. Ptolemaeus, the governor of the
Istand at that time, deserted Ptolemy VI Philométér and went over to
Aptiochus, and although the Cyprians put up some resistance to the invader,
Ptolemy's forces were defeated both on land and sea, and the Island was
thrown into' utter disorder. This condition of things, however, did not last
for long, for, when Antiochus invaded Egypt, he was met by the Roman
eavoy at Alexandria, who forced him not only to abandon his plans for
Egypt, but also to withdraw his fleet from Cyprus. The second event of
importance occurred in the latter part of 143 or the early part of 142 B.C,
when, owing to the loss of his footing in the Aecgean, Ptolemy VII made
Cyprus the headquarters of the Egyptian fleet, and a certain Crocos, the
then governor of the Island, had as his first additional title that of admiral
(vadagyog). a title also borne by the son of his successor.

As regards the administration of Cyprus under the Ptolemies, the Island
was organized as‘a military command, the gavernor-general having the title
of stratéges (1) to which under or after Ptolemy VII {146-116 B.C.), was
added that of mauarchos {2}, as mentioned above From the time of Ptolemy
V Epiphanés {203-181 B.C.} this governor-general had also the title of
highpriest of the sanctuaries in the Istand ("Apytegels 1oy *ata v vijgav
lepidvv). (3} Though this title may merely mean that the governor-general
was ex-officio head of the Dynastic Cult, it seems alsa probable that it indi-
cates that the ezxceedingly wealthy temples of Cyprus were made to con-
tribute to the royal exchequer to a greater extent than before. These stra-
tégoi all belonged to the highest rank in the Egyptian Court, the ¢kinsmen»
of the king. Under the siratégos there was a sort of adjutant-general who

(1) Orientis Graecd Inscriptiones selcetae (W. Dittenberger), [referred to afterwards
as 0.G.I), 84 otpamy[ed 19¢ vijle[ov] but in inscrptions ocuwside Cyprus
atpam)yds v xatd Kdmpov of, Sir George Hill, 4 History of Cyprus, voL. T, p. 175.

(2) vadap)os 0.G.1., 143, 145, 151-3, 155, 157-62.
(3) Mitford in Arch. f. Pap. XIUL, p. 25.
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bore the title of grammateus (secnetary of the forces) (1), and the separate
regiments had their own commanders who were usually known as hége-
mognes, or, in the case of the cavalry, hipparchai. Here we must note that
there was a very large number of mercenary troops stationed in Cyprus at
this period who seem to have been divided into regiments according to the
nationality of the men: thus we have Achaeans, lonjans, Cretans and other
Greeks, Lycians, Cilicians and Thracians (2). These all had their unions or
koina, and we have a number of.inscriptions of dedications made by the
Union of the Cyprians (T3 Koy 1@v Kunpfwy). (3). Lastly. we have an
officer who had the title of epistatés who seems to have been a sort of high-
commissioner with full auvthority to execute the orders of the sovereign
power. :

Therc also sevms to be some evidence that Cyprus was divided into
districts under the Ptolemies. as may be guthered from two Phoenician
subscriptions of th: reign of Ptolemy Il Philadelphus, found at Lapéthus.
According to these, the title <lord of the land of Cormis is given to a certain
lutanbaal, and his father beforc him This term :lund of Cormi» seems to
indicate a larger circumscription than o vity tecritory. Cormi appears to be
the same as the Greek Crommyon (Kpdppuov). (4). This name was
applied to the principal promontory on the nortli west coast of the Island.
Ptolemy (5), evidently using early wmaterial (6), cccords a division of
Cyprus into four districts, an eastern and western one under Salamis and
Paphos, and a north central and south central one under Lapéthus and Ama-
thus. These Phoenician inscriptions indicate that this arrangement dates back
to the Ptolemaic period. and «Cormi~ must te the Phoenician name for the
north central district whose capital was Lapéthus.

The cities of Cyprus wWere garrisoned, and the commanding officer bore
the title of phrouarchas (7), but this was modified later, sometime after
the date of Ptolemy 111, Buergetés, to thar of ¢he who is over (the city) (8),
In the administrative scheme of Cyprus the city was the ultimate unit (9),
Lapéthus, for example, started a civic era as eartly as 306 B.C. {10}, Evi-
dence, however, for the republican institutions in the other cities is of moch
later date .The «city of the Paphians» mentioned under Ptolemy IV Philo-

1) 0.G.1, 154, & ypappatels oY Suvdpemy,

(2) 0.G.L, 151, 145, 108 and 153, 146-7, 148 and 157, 143,

(3) 0.G.1, 164, 165. ‘

(4) Strabo, Gegpr. XIV, VI, 3 and Prolemy V, xiii, 4,

(5) Ptolemy, V, xiii, 5.

(6) Cf. AH.M. Jones, op. cir,, p. 501,

() 0.G.1., 20, Ppadpapxols] mabl xxtd Kitoy, ‘
(8) 0.G.5., 155, gml E;lapjvog. and D, Cohen, D¢ Magistratikus Aegyptiis

externas Lagidarum Regni provincias adniinistrantibus, Hogue, 1912, pp. 42 fT., ¢ ént
tig néhews [hyepdv].

(9) Cf. AH.M. Jones, op. ¢it,, p. 372.

(10) Ci. Rev, d’Ass., III, pp. 72 seqq.
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petdr (1), the «city of the Salaminianss under Ptalemy VI Philométér (2},
the «city of the Curlans» (See Plate XI) and that of the Arsinoians under
Ptolemy IX Euergetés 1l (3) Aursinog, it should be noted, was a refound-
ation by Ptolemy II of Marium destroyed by Ptolemy I. From an inscription
found at Chytri (4) it would seem that, when the native dynasties were
suppressed, their kingdoms were broken up into their constituent cities (3).
Idalium, however, remained a dependency of Citium aiid from the number
of Phoenician inscriptions, seems to have been a thoroughly Phoenician city.
Of the internal constitution of the cities very little is known, though they
vould seem to have had certain democratic forms of government. At Citium
there is mention of a suffete or judge, the title usually borne by the chief
magistrates of Phoenician cities (6) as well as a treasurer (7; For the
Greek citles cur 2vidence comes from the last days of the Ptolemaic supre-
macy. For examplz. at Paphos we have mention of magistrates. gymnasiarchs
(8) and a clerk o: the council and of the peaple {9}, but the a:atonomy of
the cities was merziv formal, for cach had its military governor appaointed
by the king, as bas already been mentioned. Most of the larger ditics had
probably their thezrres, though only these of New Paphos hive <o far been
discovered (10), \.-hough the government of Cyprus wis in tas: tocratie,
it is nrobubie tho: e Llund was considered officially s o croup of cities
under the protectica of the king of Egypt.

As regards "¢ architecture of sacred and secular builcizg: .o must
await excavation o: the Hellenistic sites before we can obtair a truc appre-
ciation of the styvie of building of this period, but we shal' probably not
be very wrong in assuming that in general the liwan-type prevniled. This
type of building consisting of a middle room opening on a court, wirl smaller
rooms on either side of it, was prevalent in Anatolia and survived from the
Sicnze Age down o Roman times. As for building materials. sfane would
have been nsed fer the foundation walls and mud bricits tor il upper
wails, These mud oricks were nost prabably of the ihin tile-shagea variety
such as have beca found at the Palace of Vouni in Cyprus. whers we have
buildings daring from 300-300 B.C., and these bricks are almost of the same
dimensions as the modern Cyprian mud bricks. It would seem tht th. dwall-
ings of the wealt™v were provided in some cases with mosaie fiooring, for
we hove in ihe Cypris Museum, Leukosia, two fine examiple: of such
mosaics. They date from either the late Hellenistic or ecarly Ropien period

(1) 0.G.1, 84, 163, 166, 172,

ézj 0.G.L., 108, 156.

3) O.G.I, 152 and 155. ) .
0.G.1., 160

(8) Corpus Inscriptiommm Semiticarum I, 47,
(7 Corpus Inscriptionum Semtiticarum 1, 74.

(8) 0.G.1., 164 T@v v lldpy veyvpvaciapynréroy 165 b yupvasiapyev.

(@ 0GL., 166 3¢ ypappatesayia the Povkijs xal 7o) SHpov nal
TP EURSTE THE TEAEWG. . vunas.a.. T8V Ypappatx tijg médefw]s Yopva~
stapyfoavia xaidg o f,

(10) Cf. Loizos Philippou & O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, Paploas, Wicosia, 1948, p. 21,

(45) g .
(’j CL AHM. Jones, op. cit, p. 372
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and have very charming designs. On one there is represented a female
hunting dog treading with her paws an a partridge and the inscription
¢ Ornpta xad®», (Good hunting). The other has a representation of a

yotth carrying in his raised left hand a tray full of frisit 1. :

As regards the copper mines of Cyprus of which we shall have more
to say when we come io the Roman period, they had been formerly the
property of the Cyprian kings and were naturally taken over by their suc-
cessors, the Ptolemies. "Lhey provided one of the sources of revenue of the
Island, and were probably under the control of the chief Enancial officer.
From an inscription on the basis of a statuz erected at Paphos to a certain
Potamon who was antistratégos in the reign of Ptolemy X, Sater I, we
learn that he was also chief administrator ot the mines (2)

In addition to the mining of copper, shipbuilding formed un important
industry in Cyprus in Hellemstic times. It was apparently in Cyprus that
Mtolemy 1l Philadelphus built two ot his largest snips, a triakonteres and
an cikoseres. His naval architect was a certain Fyigoletés of whom he thought
so highly that he had a statue erected to him ar Faphos (3). From this
we may assume that this Pyrgoletés was a Cyprian.

‘The principal agricultural produce of the Island was wheat and wine,
and it was from Cyprus that rtolemy i), Huergetés 1, bad wheat brought
to Bgypt when this country was suffering from a drought (4). The wine
was also exported, for we bave a reference {o its use in the sacrifices at
the Temple at Jerusalem (%)

The pottery of Cyprus during the Hellenistic period is represented by
various wares, the chiet of which are plain white, painted, and black and
red lustrous. During the later Hellenistic and early Roman period glass
became more and more popular, and it replaced pottery for many purposes.
‘The commonest fabrics during this peniod wese the red glazed wares known
as terra sigillata, ware of clay with moulded or impressed decoration.

With regard to jewelry, we have examples of earrings of three types,
a) a simple pendant suspended from the ear by a long hook or wire b) a
simple hoop of wire with a hook-and-eye fastening concealed behind a ball,
disc or rosette, and provided with a pendant ¢) a flat crescent with
filigree or granulated work, The material of the earrings is gold (6).
Necklaces are generally rope-like chains secured by ornate hook-and-eye
clasps. Bracelets are rare and sometimes of bronze. Rings are plentiful with
engraved stones, cornelian, sard, etc.

(1) CL P. Dikaios, 4. Guadejtothe]Cyprus Museum, Nicosia, 1947, p. 101,
2) 0.6.1,, 165 ént tdv perddiov,

(3) 0.G.1, 39.

(&) Cf. The Canopus Decree 239/8,

(5) Cf. Neubauer, Gdogr, du Talmud, p. 369.

(6) Cf. P. Dikaios, 4 Guide 1o the Cyprus Museum, pp, 111-112,
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As regards sculptute, we may discern two petiods in Hellenistic times
in Cyprus. In the first which occupies the whole of the third century B.C.,
the productions of the Cypran sculptors reflect the influence of the Hellen.
jstic workshops which then supplied sculpture for the Near Bast. Marble
statues were imported from elsewhere and copied in Cyprus; while the
philosopher type of statue which became popular in Greece by the early
third century B.C. was frequently copied in Cyprus in local limestone. In the
second period which begins from the second century B.C. a local style of
sculpture developed which continued down to the time of the Roman oceupa-
tion of the Island. This new style appears to have resulted from the fact that
the predominantly Greek art of the Hellenistic age became penetrated by
the influence of Egyptian national art and was slowly absorbed by it, and
this new art the Cyprian sculptors could not fellow, g

As examples of the philosopher type of statue copied in local lime-
stone, we have two interesting statues from the sanctuary of Apollo at
Voné near Kythrea. the ancient Chytri (1). Among the marble statuary
of the third century B.C. now on exhibit at the Cyprus Museum, Leukosia,
there should be specially noted the following: a) the masble statue of a
boy with smiling face, clad in a long chitén with overfold and girdle below
the chest. There is a bird in his left hand and the dght hand is raised, but
partly missing. Provenance: Paphos (2), Children holding sacrificial
birds are a favourite theme in Hellenistic art. b) the marble (perhaps
Parian) statue of a sleeping Eros {See Plote 1) Eros reclines on drapery
spread on rocky ground with a cylindrical Role on the right side suggesting
& spring. The right arm lies across the body with a kylix in the band, and
the left arm supports the head and holds a mutilated object, perhaps a torch
or a bow. The face is smiling and the hair is short and wavy. The theme
of sleeping Eros was also common in Hellenistic times. Provenance: New
Paphos (3). ¢} the marble statue of the goddess Aphrodite (See Plate 11}
The body of the qoddess rests mainly on the dght leg, while the left leg
advances slightly. ‘This causes a slight hending of the body to the right and
the lowering of the right arm The attitude in general is reminiscent of the
statue of Aphrodite of Cyrenz. The head of the goddess is oval and slightly
turned to the left. and the hair is gathered into two thick locks which frame
the face. and form a knot over the forehead and end falling on the shoulder.
It is not possible to say what was the position of the arms as these are
broken a little below the shoulders, but the left arm appears to be directed
downwards, while the right arm seems inclined to the left. On the side
of both thighs there appear vlaces of attachment of some other object, one
may have been for a dolphin and drapery, as in the Cyrene Aphrodite. and
the other for the accompanying figure of Eros. The representation of the
goddess is realistic. She appears as a beantiful woman, probably represented
In the act of stepping into her bath, and suddenly attracted by a spectator’s

(1) Cf P, Dikaios, op. cit., pp. 127-128.
(2} Exhibit Pedestal 4A, Cyprus Museum, Leukosia.
(3) Exhihit Pedestal 10, Cyprus Museum, Leukoaia,
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gaze (1) Provenance: This statuc was found by a villag;:r at Sali i
1901, but the original place of discovery is rot known. It may, however,
have belonged to the temple of Aphradite-Tsis that existed at Soli (2}

For the coinage of Cyprus during the Heilenistic period we have evi-
dence for three deiinite mints at the citirs of Paphos, Salamis and Citium,
The mint mark of these three citics fist appears in the heavy gold coinage
issucd under Ptolemy U Philadelphus as memorial coins with the portrait
after the deification of Arsinaé Il (which dated from before her death in
July 269 B.C.}. Of the other scries of Ptolemy If some may well have been
struck in Cyprus from 269-26] B.C. Ptolemy [, Euergetss I, {246-221 B.C.)
issued bronze coins with a cultus-fisure ot 'he goddess Aplrodite on the
reverse which may very probubly be from a’miant in Cyprus, as also the
class of gold coins issued under Ptolemy 1V Thilopatdr (221-205 B.C.) with
the porirait of Arsino¢ IIL A series or silhver coins with the bust of Ptolemy
IV as Dionysus was begun in his reign and was continued over several reigns.
Ptolemy V Epiphanés (203-180 B.C.} began o greai series of issues chiefly
of silver which were minted at Paphos, Salamis, Citium and Amathus.
There is also a small vadated group of silver totradrachms which belong
to the period 203-197 B.C. for they bear the Hist two letters of the name
of the stratégos Polycratés. It is very intesesting to note that in the thirthieth
year of Prolemy [X, Euergetés 11, the mint mark of the city of Paphos came
to be placed on c¢oins issued (rom Alexandria. These Alexandrian issues
can, however, be distinguished from their poorer though individual style.
An explanation of this may be thut Paphos had so much monapolized the
silver coinage that, when silver cainage was struck elsewhere, its mint mark
was slavishly copled (3). From now on, however, the coinage of Cyprus
becomes extremely complicated and difficult, and the attributions to vadous
kings are often very uncettain.

In the ficld of learning, the outstanding figure of the Hellenistic period
in Cyprus is, of coursc, the philosopher Zeno who was bomn at Citium
about 336 B.C. In 311 B.C., however, he emigraied to Athens where, after
studying some ten years with the Cynics, he began to teach independently
in the Painted Ha)l, the Stoa Poikilg, which gave its name to his school —
the Stoics. If Semitic bload ran in his veins, for it scems that his father
was a Phocnician, nevertheless Zeno's teaching is Hellenic, even though
his method of implanting it as the utterance of a prophet is non-Greek.

As regards the burial of the dead in Cyprus in the Hellenlstic period,
all cities had their necropolis, and some, as in the case of Paphos, had two,
one situated at the east and the other, at the notth west of the dty. The

(1) Eshibir Pedestal 8, Room VI, Cyprus Museum, Leukosia ; see also P, Dikaiog,
op. ¢it., pp. T4 seqa. ) ) L

(2), For a description of this temple, see paragraph dealing with religion in Helle-
pistic times in Cyprus.

(3) Cf J.G. Milne in Journal of Es. Arch, XV, 1929, pp. 152 seqq.



north western necropolis of Paphos is situated on rocky ground which
may be literally said to be honeycombed with tombs, though practically all
have been rifled. Some of these tombs are of such a size and magnificence
that they are locally known as the «Tombs of the Kingss. These superb
tombs consist of an atrium hewn out of the living rock to which access
is had cither by a stairway oi an inclined dromos. This atrium which is
apen to the sky is surrounded by a portico which, in some cases, has pillars
of the Doric order carved out of the rock (See Plates Il & V). From
the portico chambers lead off and within them loculi are cut into the rock
walls. These tombs recall in a striking manner the famous rock-tombs of
Lindos in Rhodes.

In addition to the eatlier cults from Hellenic times, such as that of the
goddess Aphrodite at her famous temple at Paphos (I) ({See Plate X}
and of Apollo Hylatés and of other Greek deities. the Hellenistic period
saw the introduction into Cyprus of a number of new cults from abroad.
Chief among these was that of certain Egyptian deities: Osiris, Isis and
Serapis to which we must also add the Dynastic Cult of the Ptolemies.
With regard to the cult of Osiris, there was a temple to him at Lapdthus
(2). At Soli there was a temple or even two temples to Isis. Strabo who
travelled along the west coast of Cyprus about 20 B.C. mentions this temple
in his Geogr, XIV. 583 «Then the city of Soli which has a harbour and
river und a temple of Apliradite and Isic» elta Séhor wéhie, Atpéva Eycuon
xal wotapdy xal fepby "Appoditne xal “[odog, These temples have been
identified with probabitity with the Temples B-C cxcavated by the Swedish
Cyprus Expedition 3. The construction of these temples is assigned to
the middle of the first century B.C. ie. at ihe time of the Roman occupation
of the Island (4), but Prof. T. Mitfcrd inclines to a much earlier date,
even third century, for a number of the inscriptions. From just outside
the cella of Temple C comes the statuette in hard grey limestonc represent-
ing a mourning Ists kneeling on ¢ picce of a column, ie. the pillar in which
the coffin of Osinis was concealed by Set (5) © Interest in the cult of
Serapis began earlicr. Macroh. Sat. 1, 20 16ff rccords that Nicocreon of
Salamis cnquired concemning the god. and this enquiry is dated about 312
B.C. The temple to Scrapis at Soli has heen :dentified as that of Temple B
which was most probably constructzd abnut the middlc of the third century
AD. (6). Thistemple is probably the one called templum Jovis Dei (7)
by St. Auxibius who was a Roman and who left the capital and came to

(1) Cf. O.HL.E. Khs-Burmester, *The Temple and Cult of Achrodite at Paphose
in Farouk I Urdversicy Budletin of the Faculty of Arts, vol. IV, 1948, pp. 12 seqq.

(2} Cf. Sir George Hill, op. cfr, vol. I, pp. 100a and 182n.

(3 Swedish Cyprus Expedition, vol. 111, (text’ p. 546.

(4) Swed, Cyp. Ex. vol. III (text), p. 543.

(5) Stwed. Cyp. Ex. vol. III (text), p. 501, number 427 and p. 544.

(6) Swed. Cyp. Ex. vol. III (text), p. 543,

(M) Acta Auxibii, parag. 6 cap. I1.
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Soll, where he prcached Christianity. The god Serapis might well be
identified with Jupiter by a Christian from Rome,

A temple to Priapus also existed at Soli as we learn from an inscrip-
tion on a stonc re-used as a building-stanc which had fallen from the wall
of the Temple F. This inscription reads: «Built (founded) at the order of
Serapis> « Mooylwv Kewe3h [ ulov ‘Pilwc Updnov [{]epdv Bpi-
oato Dapdniocnodatayua, {1). The site of this temple of Serapis, has how-
ever, not been located.

From the Temple B comes the following interesting inscription: «To
Aphrodite of the mountains listening favourably, Titus Flavius Zeno having
promised (dedicated) a statue of Hypnoss Apoodelty Opele 2wty by
imvoy Tltoe OArdovicr ZHvmy edfdpevoe. {2) Here, it seems, we have
a [usion between the Anatolian goddess Cybele who is usuvally called
MAwp 'Opelz and the Cyprian goddess Aphrodite who takes the name
*Awncobeltn  Doela, This is the first time that we meet with this name, though
Cybele is often identified with Aphrodite.

" As regards Temple F at Soli, it may from its architecture have been
a sanctuary of Mithras, but as ne inscription mor sculptures were found,
it has not been possible to assign it to any god or goddess (3).

The first mention that we have of the Dynastic Cult in Cyprus comes
from an inscription dated 275 B.C. from Larnaka t8s Lap@thou. This ins-
eription records that a certain 'Abd "Ashtort, son of the governor of the
district of Lapéthus, was eponymous priest of «the lord of kings, Ptole-
my> (4). A dedication dated 254 B.C. from Idalium likewise records that
a certaln Amath-osir was lga:néphorm of Arsinoé Philadelphus (5). At
Citium, probably under Piolemy IV Philopatér, a priest of the god Euer-
getal is recorded (6). and Onésandér of Paphos was priest for life of
Ptolemv X, Soter II {Lathvrus), and of the Ptolemaieon which he himself
founded at Paphos (7)., This Onésander is of particular interest for us,
as he afterwards became librarian at Alexandria. From the time of the
deffication of Arsinoé Philadelphus, the cult of the goddess, who was fre-
quently identified with Aphrodite. enjoyed a vogue in Cyprus. At Idalium
there was an Arsinoeion (8). and there must have been shrines in honour
of Arsinoé at the various places renamed after her, such as Marium and
Ammochostus. The Dynastic Cult in Cyprus was the religlous focus of the

- (1) Cf. Swmed, Cyp. Ex, vob III {text), p. 625.
(2) Swed. Cyp. Ex, vol. III, (text), p. 626.
{3) Swed. Cyp. Ex. vol. III, (text), p. 546.
(4) Cf. N. Cooke, Sem, Inscr. mo. 2%,

{5) N. Cooke, op. ¢ir. no. 27.

(6 0.G.I, 134,

M 0.G.I, 172,

(8) Rev. Arch., XXVII, 1870, p. 90, no. 2.
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Kolnon of the Cyprians, and there was also a guild of Basilistai, which,
as elsewhere, must have been concerned with the Dynastic Cult.

Naturally the earlier cults continued to be pracfised, e.g. the worship
of the goddess Aphrodite at her sanctuary at Old Paphos and at her
sanctuaries at Amathus, Soli, Salamis (1), Chytr, etc. Apollo had &
sanctuary ot VonZ (2) and at Drimou in the west of the Island, and at
Curium there was a grove sacred to him which was inviolable for deer. At
New Paphos tbere is a sanctuary to Apollo Hylatés, situated to the east
of the city. This sanctuary, or rather cave-sanctuary, is hewn out of the
rock, and is reached by an inclined dromos. It cansists of two chambers onc
of which is circular with an opening in the roof, passibly an imitation of
the oracular vault, the pavielov or ypn9a:fiotov of the Temple of
Apollo at Delphi. Above the main entrance {Sce Plate XII), as also on the
north wall in front of the eracular vault. there are inscriptions in the Cypriot
Syllabic Script which would date its construction before the end of the
fourth century B.C. {3). Héra was worshipped at Amathus (4}, Idalium, etc.
and Athéna at Idalivm and Vouni.

We now come to the Roman period in Cypru:, a period which furnishes
us with much interesting material, archacological, social and economic.

In 58 B.C. the tribune P. Clodius Pulcher carried a law to reduce
Cyprus to the condition of a province and to confiscate the royal treasure
(5). To effect this, Cato was appointed quacstor pro praetore, and as
he no doubt expected that some resistance would be offered to him, and
since he had no force with him, he sent on in advance a friend of his to
try to persuade the then king of Cyprus. Ptolemy, the Cyprian, te yield
peacefully. In exchange for his kingship, Ptolemy. the Cyprian, was to be
offered the highpricesthood of the Temple of the goddess Aphrodite at Old
Paphos, a position, indeed, which would have provided him with both
wealth and honour. While awaiting Ptolemy's reply, Cato remained at
Rhodes. Ptolemy, however, refused the offer, and realising that the Romans
would probably remove him sooner or later, preferred to end his life by
poison. Thereupon Cato proceeded to carry out with remarkable tho-
roughness the discreditable business of confiscating the royal treasure of
Piolemy the Cyprian. This treasure was immensc, consisting of plate,
furniture, precious stones and purple stuffs which Cato sold by auction for
something under 7000 talents (6). If we assume that these taleats were
Attic silver talents of 6000 drachmae, and that the drachma represented

(1) Cf. Homeric Hymrn 10, «Hail goddess, guardian of well-builf Salamis 20d sea-
girt Cyprus ; grant to me a lovely song»

(2) P. Dikalos, op. cit., pp. 127-128.

(3) Ci. Loizos Philippou & O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, op. ¢, pp. 23-26.

(4) Corpus Inseriptionum Graccarum, Beclin, 1828-77, no. 2643,

{5) For particulars of the Roman arnexation of Cyprus, cf. Cassius Dio, XXXVIII,
30, XXXIX, 22. ’

(6) Strabo, XIV, vi. 6.
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nine English pence, then the sum fetched by the sale of this royal treasure
would be equivalent to more than one and a half million pounds sterling.
This amount of money, it should be noted, was accumulated by Piolemy
the Cyprian during his reign which lasted from 80 to 58 B.C., so that we
may estimate his average yearly revenue at about 330 talents: hls slaves
passed into the service of the state, Cyprus thus became a Roman province,
and remained so, except for a sbort period, when Julius Ceasar, either before
or after the dot which preceded the Alexandrine War, is said to have
restored the Island to the Ptolemies, as an appanage to be emjoyed by the
two younger children of Ptolemy XIII Aulétés, Arsinoé and the younger
Ptolemy (1). Cleopatra, it should be noted, however, arew the revenues
and issued coins for the Island. On these coins she is represented holding
in her arms the infant Ptolemy Caesar, her child by Julius Caesar (2).
The possession of Cyprus together with Bgypt was confirmed to Cleopatra
by Mark Antony in 36 B.C. (3). but with her death in 30 B.C. and the
murder of Ptolemy Caesar, Cyprus reverted to Rome. Up to 47 B.C., Cyprus
was under the queestor of Cilicia-Cyprus, but in this year it received its
own quacstor (4), to whom Cicero wrote warmly commending to him
all the Cyprians, especially the Paphians (5), When in 27 B.C. the Roman
provinces were divided between the emperor and the Senate. Cyprus, per-
haps together with Cilicia, was aliotted to Augustus, but in 22 B.C. it was
returned to the Senate (6} to be governed from now on by an ex-praetor
with the title of pro-consul, on whose staff were a legatus and a quaestor,
With the reorganization of the Roman Empire by Diocletian which was
carried further by S. Constantine the Great, the province of Cyprus was
placed in the first of the twelve great dicceses, that of the QOriens, com-
manded originally by a praecfectus praetorio Orientis, then by the vicarius
Orientis and finally, from about 331 AD., by the comes Orientis.

As regards general conditions in Cyprus duzing the Roman period,
they were on the whole peaceful and were disturbed seriously only thrice.
The first disturbance was, however, a veritahle disaster for the Island, and
it came about in this way. In the winter of 115 A.D. or spring of 116 the
Jews in Cyprus, led by one Artemion are said to have perpetrated unspeak-
able outrages on the population, following the example which had been
set to them by their brethren in Cyrene and Egypt. It is said that the dead
in Cyprus amounted to 240,000, and that the city of Salamis was utterly
destroyed and the mon-Jewish population exterminated Of the above
number we do not know how many of the dead were themselves Jews
who were slain in the suppression of the revolt. Among the troops which

(1) Cassius Dio, XLII, 35.

(2) British Muscum Catalogue of Coins, Ptolemies, Pl XXX, 6.
(3) Plut. Anzer. 36, 5* ; Cassius Dio, XLIX, 32, 5; 41, 2.

(4) C. Sextilius Rufus, ) '
(5) Cicero, Ad fam. XIII, 48,

(6) Cassius Dio, LIV, 4, 1; Srabo ,XVII, 3, 25.
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were sent to put down this revolt there was a detachment of the Legio VII
Claudia (1} and a mixed infantry and cavalry detachment, the Cohors
VII Breucorum civium Romanorum equitate (2). The second disturhance
was caused by a raid on Cyprus by the Goths in 269 AD., but it seems
that they did not do much damage in the Island (3). The third disturbance
occurred in the reign ~f 5. Constantine the Great, when an attempt was
made by a certain Calocacsus to set himself up as master of the Island (4).
¢ seems that this Calocaerus had been sent to take measures for the restor-
aticn of Cyprus after the earthquake of 332-333 A D, He was, however,
captured by Delmatius, nephew of the Emperor, and carried off to Tarsus
where he was either crucified or burnt alive.

With regard to the administration of Cyprus under the Romans, the
Island was governed, ac has already been stated, from 22 B.C. onwards
by an ex-practor with the title of proconsal who had on his staff a legatus
and a qunaestor. The procoasul had his official residence at Paphos which
became the capital of the Island. The list of proconsuls and other officials
is still very defective, and to that given by Sir George Hill {5)  there must
be added the name of Philius Pontus which occurs in an inscription from a
Roman temple recently brought to light at Paphos {6). The best known
of these proconsuls is L. Sergius Paulus, circa 46-48 A.D., before whom St.
Paul and the magician Elymas appeared. Astonished at the miracle which
St. Paul performed on this occasion, L. Sergius Paulus believed in the
doctrine which he preached {7). The municipal office of stratégos of
which mention has already been made, survived into Roman times (8),
and the municipal institutions of the Hellenistic period, such as the boulg,
démos and gerousia were continued. For example, the senate. presumably
the boulé of Salamis played an unhappy part in the quarrel with M. Scaptius,
the agent of M. Brutus {9). Sometimes, action was taken by the city
(w6 Atg) asawhole asat Salamis, Paphos, Citium and Curium, and
sometimes by individual bodies, e.g. by the boulé at Salamis, Citium,, by the
bonlz and the démos jeintly at Salamis ,Paphos and Lapéthus, by the démos
alone at Salamis and Paphos, by the gerousiz at Salamis. At Soli, and
probably elsewhere, the boulé was chosen by a censo;. Roman men of
business, it would seewn, had an organization of their own apart from the
municipal constitution. For the management of the Knances of the Island,

(1) H. Dessau, fascr. Lat. Sel., 9491.

(2) Corpus Inscriprionum Laetngram 111, p. 41, no. 215,

{3) Trebell. Pollio, Vita Cloudii, XII, 1 <t Cyprum vasmre teatarunts.

(4) Aurel. Yictor, De Cass., 41, 11 +Cyprum insulam specie regni demens capes-
siverats,

(5) Sir George Hill, op. ez, Vol I, pp. 254-256.

{6) Cf Loizos Philippou & O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, op. ar, . 22,

(N Aers X111, 6-12.

(8) B.M., Inscr. 975 (Amathus).

(9) Cicero, Ad Au. V, 21 & VI, 2,
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officlals termed logistés or curator civitatis were sent out by Rome (1).

which also seems to have appointed an official termed limemercha = or
inspector of harbours (2) who had probably contro! of harbour dues.
The Cyprian fleet still existed though much reduced, as may be gathered
from the fact that, when Licinius was collecting ships for his final struggle
against S. Constantine the Great in 324 A.D., he obtained a contingent of
only thirty ships from the Island, whereas, Egypt and Phoenicia contribited
eighty each, the lonians and the «Dorians in Asia» sixty, Libya, fifty,
Bithynia thirty and Caria twenty. Moreover, a great part of this fleet was
lost in a storm after an unsuccessful engagement in the Hellespont with
Crispus, son of 5. Constantine the Great, in the dast months of 324 AD.

As regards the cities, the most important were: New Paphos {a dou-
ble community which inctuded Old Paphos at whicl was situated the Temple
of Aphrodite), Salamis (afterwards Constantia), Amathus, Arsinog, Chytri,
Carpasia. Kerynia, Citium, Curium, Lapéthus, Soli, Tamassus and Tremi-
thus,

Already under the Ptolemies Paphos had been increasing in importance,
and, in the absence of any local rulers, its fame as the religious centre of
the cult of the goddess Aphrodite gave it a superior dignity. Another faetor
which led to its being made the capital of the Island under the Romuns was
undoubtedly the silting up of the harbour of Salamis and likewise the fact
that being situated in the west of the Island it was nearer to ltaly for com-
munications and trade.

A severe earthquake laid Paphos in ruins in 15 B.C., and the emperor Au-
gustus came to its rescue with a gift of money and decreed that the city should
bear the name « Augusta» (3). This title appears in inscriptions immed-
iately or soon after that year (4). In 22 AD. the two temples of the
goddess Aphrodite at Paphos and Amathus as well as that of Zeus Olympius
at Salamis established their right of asylum belore the tribunal of enquiry
ordered by the Roman Senate to examine the claims of temples to the right
of asylum (5). It was undoubtedly due to the excelleot reception that
Paphes gave to Titus, when he visited it in 69 A D on his way to Sy-
ria  (6). that this city received the additicnal titte of Flavia. although the
inscriptiors which record this are not earlier than the time of the emperor
Septimius Severus (7).

{I) One is recorded at Citium in the reign of Septimius Severus and another at
Paphos under Caracalla, of. Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénigue, Athens & Paris,
LI) 1927, pp. 139'141'EEBGUTY'] - - .

{2} Corpus Frscriptiorum Latingrion, VI, 1440.

(3) Cassius Dio, LIV, 23. 7. E;Egaﬁl,

(4) Inscriptiones Graecaz ad Res Romanas pertinentes, Paris, 1508, 111, 939.

(5) Tacitus, Ann, III, 62-63.

(&) Tacitus, Hist, 11, 24 ; Suetonius, Tims 5. )

(7) Inscriptiones Graceae, etc., 111, 937, 939, et Zefaam) Kiaudla PRacuia
Oagog, # fepa pytpérokis tiv xatd Kinpov wéAewy.
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As regards the architecture of Paphos, Strabo who visited the city in
the beginning of the first century A.D., describes it as <having a harbour
and well-built temples» (1). Of the actuel architectural remains of Roman
date at Paphos there are few visible above the ground. There are, for
example, a number of erect monolithic granite columns near the 13th
century church of 8t. Kyriaké Khrysopolitissa, which may have belonged
to a forum, and on an elevation near the harhour therz are lying on the
ground a number of monolithic granite colums which belonged to a building
that appears to have measured some 230 feet by 200 feet. Beneath it there
are underground chambers and galleries which, according to a report given
at the beginning of the nineteenth century, connect with a locality known
as the Fabrica Hill. a quarter of o mile away (2). At this same locality
there was dicoverzd recently 2 Roman temple which was probably dedicated
to the Imperial Cult, if we are to judge by the dedication inscriptions found
on its site; one dedicates the statues and slopes to Antonius and his son
M. Au|relius], ie. the Roman emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurel-
ius, and the other to Marcus Aurelius alone. Both inscriptions are in Greek,
and a third, in Latin, mentions a dedication made by the cifizens of
Paphos to a certain Philius Pontus, procomenl {3). The city wall
is particularly interssting, as a considerable part of its western end is
hewn out of the living rock. This wall is pierced by two narrow entrances,
and from the top a causeway also cut out of the rock. leads down to the
western necropolis. No traces of stone or bhrick courses of this wall now
remain (4), In the fourth century A.D. a seties of earthguakes knocked
Paphos 2bout so badly that it was not rebuilt for swne time. Indeed, when
St Hilarion, a con:amporary of 5. Constantine the Great, visited this city,
his hiographer, S: Jerome, says of it « that city so celebrated hy the poets
which, destroyed by frequent earthquakes, has now only its ruins to show
what once it was ~ (3). i

As regards Salamis, a survey of the site of this city and some prelim-
inary clearing — the whole area is covered with sand and shiub — was
made in 1890 (6), and some further clearing was made in 1925 (7).
The most important constructions laid bare are as follows: 1} The First
or Great Forum. This may be considered the chief and earliest of the
Roman memorials in Cyprus and was erected previously to the year 22 B.C.,
for we have an inscription which records a restoration of this forum by a
propraetor (8), and as has been already said, the title of the governor

(1) Strabp, Geogr. XIV, 6.

(2} Loizos Philippou & O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, op. or., p. 21

(3) Loizos Philippou & O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, op. at., p. 22

{4) Ikidem, p. 23,

(5) Hieron., Vira S. Hilar. 42 (Migne ,P.L. XXIII, col. 50).

{6) Journal of Hellenic Studies, vol. XIT (1891).

(7) Geo, Jeffery, The Ruins of Salamis, Nic. sia, 1946, p. 1L

{8) Ibidems, p. 14 <Aug propractore Salaminerum forum dilapsum restituit, »



of Cyprus was changed in 22 B.C. to that of proconsul. This forum was
entirely built of stone with columns of the Corinthian order nearly twenty-
seven feet high. The joints of the drums of the columns, as well as their
shallow flutings, are covered with cement which gives the columns a pe-
culiar appearance. All the capitals seem to have heen made in two picces,
each two feet thick, with a horizoatal joint. The area comprised within
the outer walls of this forum was immense, and amounts to at least three
and a half acres. The space within the enclosing houses and shops measures
about 750 feet by 180 feet. At the south end of this forum there is 2 podium
or platform on which stood a temple of the usual Roman square proportions.
The Corinthian order of its columns was considerably larger than that of the
forum colonnades —-the proportion bring 25 3 to 4, and ar¢ an indication
of the magnitude of this temple. lts peristyle and cella have been explorad,
and the former measures 96 feet by 72 Eeet und the latter (the east wall
has not been found) 52 feet by 50 feet. The general width of the walls is 6
feet, and the existing surface is even and partly flagged with large flat
stooes. The dedication of this temple to Zeus Olympius is confirmed by an
important inscription referring to lands belonglng to the shrine found in
1830 (1) and by two or three other fragmentary inscripticns in Greek
and Latin (2). An inscription of the emperor Trajan found nearby proves
that this temple was standing at the beginning of the second century A.D.
(1) After the forum and temple Lad heen throv n down by an earthquake.
the majority of the drums and capitals of the columns were carried away
and pe-used In the construction of the Byzantine city of Constantia {3).
2) The Second or Gronite Forum. This is a collection of monolithic granite
columns which appear to have formed the west colonnade of the forum.
This site has not been explored. but it now appears that the criginal measu-
rement of the enclosure, 190 feet, should be considerably more, and this
would point to its being a forum, since such measurements would be too
great for any edifice. 3) The Third or Marble Forum. This consists of
¢ ruined stoa or colonnade with magnificent marble columns, traces of
thirteen survive. Most are lying in the sand, though a fzw Lroken ones still
remain standing. The height of the columns is sbout thirty feet and they are
of a beautiful white colour and the capitals are carefully carved (See
Plate V). This forum is attributed to the third or possibly second century,
thougb in the fourth century or later the stoa was adapted as cne side of
a square enclosure of which the other three sides were on a smaller scale,
about 20 feet high. A pumber of marble statutes of inferior quality were
found when this forum was excavated, and they were removed to the
Cyprus Museum, Leukosia,  4) The Thermae. In 1925 an attempt was

(1) I¥idan, p. 8 and T.H.8. XII, p. 78

(2) One of these is in honour of Livia Augusta (Jnseriptionss Graecae ad Res Ro-
tcris pertinentes 111, 984), and since she is not called Julia, this inscription dates from
before the death of Augustus in 14 A.D. ’

(%) Geo. Jelfery op. cit., p. 10).
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made to penetrate a vast mound of ruins which in the map in the Journal
of Hellenic Studies, vol. XII is termed « Castellum» (I). Subsequent
investigation showed that these ruins consisied of a aroup of large halls
and chambers which scem almost certainly to be Baths. The large and
ponderous masonry and the spacious proportion of these ruins would scem
to suggest a daie in the first or second centurics A.D. As far as <o be at
present identified, these Baths consisted of three [ong chambers. side by
side, each about 150 feet by 30 feet, inside measurcinent. Two, if not all
three, of these chambers were completely vaulted, and the one in the
centre terminated on the north side in a great semicircular apse or recess
of the same wizth as the chamber. These three chambers arc prohably the
caldarium, tepidarium and frigidariume in their usual relative position. The
hypocaust and its heating ramifications will probably be discovered among
them when the site is thoroughly explored. The total width of these three
chambers is about 200 feet, owing to the immense thickness of the dividing
and external walls, The construction is of a common and poar character,
with large rough-hewn stones averaging 5 feet by 2 feet by 1 foot. The
whole roof was covered with a strong cement af limz and puzzolana, of
which a few traces have been identified. 5) Roman Villa, The well
preserved plan of a villa has been partly laid bate at a point midway
betwcen the second and third forums. The lower course: of the walls remain
to a height of a few feet. At one cornmer of the enclosure there are the
remains of a bath house consisting of several rooms. two of which, com-
municating with each other, had hypocausts benzath them. Th: hypocaust
with its sixteen littfe columns and floor above is completely preserved, and
from the main walls of this part of the building it is not difficult to see that
its constructicn was in vaulting. The inner chambers were approached
through a vestibule with narrow doors arranged to retain the hot ajr within.
The innermost chamber was built with three haths contrived in recesses.
One chamber has a fine mosaic flooring, and others still preserve theic
marble floors. Fram its position near the forums this villa may well have
been the dwelling of some wealthy merchant. There are many such villas and
houses, as yet unexplored, in various parts of the city &1 The Great Ra.-
servoir. At the north end of the First ar Great Forum there is an immense
tank built of masoncy,.locally known as the «Vouta» ivaulited building). It
seems to have been a great distributing tank for the water supply of Sala-
mis, but until the sitc has been properly excavated it is impossible to say
anything definite about the water supply of the city. The date of the First
building of the aqueduct which brought water to Salamis from Kythrea, some
35 miles »way, is unknown, and the first records of it belong to Byzantine
times. It may, however, date from the time of the emperor Septimius Severus
(193-211 AD.), since a magnificent bronze statue of him was discovered
at Kythrea ,and may have been erected there to commemorate the building
of this aqueduct. It has been calculated that this aqueduct would serve some
120,000 inhabitants, a point to be remembered when estimating the popula-
tion of Salamis.

(1) Geo. Jeffery, op. cit., p. 11.
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The great silted up harbour together with the vast area of the lower
town still remains to be explored (1).

In 332 A D, and zgain ten years later, an earthquake knocked Salamis
about very badly, and on the latter occasion a tidal wave levelled to the
ground what had escaped the earthquakes {(2). 1t was rebuilt on a smaller
scale by Constantius 11 (337-36] AD.) (3) and renamed Constantia after
him. The survivors of the disaster were relieved of taxation for four vears.
At some time in this century Constantia definitely replaced Paphos as ca-
pital of Cyprus. It was also the see of the archbishop of the Island {4). It
was finally ruined during the second Arab invasion of Cyprus in A H. 33=
653-4 AD.

The mines in the Island which had bcen the property of the Cypran
kings and of their successors the Ptolemies, naturally fell to the Roman State.

"In 12 B.C. the empernr Augustus allowed Herod the Great to take over a

half of the output of the copper mines at Soli against a payment of a round
sum of 300 talents (5). From Galen who visited Cyprus about the middie
of the second century we have a description of a mine which he visited about
thirty stades {5 1/2 km.] from Soli. He tells us that the official in charge,
the epitropos of the Emperor, allowed him to visit the workings and to take
away specimens (6}, Among the miners in the fourth century were a
number of Christians who had been transferred from the mines in Palestine
to those in the Island (7). Among these was the famous St. Spyridon,
bishop of Tremithus, who had been one of the confessors whom Galerius
Maximianus, after putting out his dght eye and ham-stringing him in the left
leg had condemned to the mines (8). Operations at these mines seem to
have ceased about 400 A.DD, Interesting tocls, ladders, ropes, baskets, props,
pottery-lamps, windlasses etc. have been found in the Roman workings and
are described in the publications of the Swedish Cyprus Expedition (9).
1t is interesting to note that no iron nails or nail holes in the timber have been
found. It is probable that dowel pins werc used in place of nails; pieces of
wood with dowel holes have been found (10). :
From the Tabula Peutingeriana, a thirteenth century reproduction of a
map of the Roman Bmpire, second to third century, as well as from a few
milestones we know that a circular road zan round the Island, keeping ge-
nerally near the coast, as Indeed does the actual circular road, except where
it avoided the Akamas promontory and where it turned inwards over the
Kyrenia mountain range to Chytri (Kythrea} and thence to Salamis. From

{1) Geo. Jeffery, op. ciz,, p. 12.
(2) Elias of Nisibin (Chron. rr. Delaporte, p. 65) gives Oly'mﬁ 278. 2 (3345 AD.)y
a5 the date of this earthquake which others place two years ear
3 IMalalas {X11, p. 313, Bonm), but Constantius Chlarug shauld have been Cons-
tantius
{4) St xvrlphamus was archbishop of Consiantia, and died 403 A.ID. 5) Josephus,
Ane, fud.,
(33 Galcn. De Antidosis {Opera, ed. Kuhp, XIV, p. 7).
7) Eusebius, De marryr. Palest, 13,
O 117 P (Text), pp. 653-655.
e Zvy O &it. Vo, y PP
{10} For a degﬂe e prt on these ancient copper mines, of, The Smedish
gxpea’mon, vg;.g}ll (ngoﬁppendmx V Aptiquities in the Mines of Cypms by J.
THCE, PP



Citium a cross-road passed through Tremithus and Tamassus to Soli. There
was also a central road which ran through the whole length of the central
plain from Salamis to Soli. with side roads entering from the south, at Tre-
mithus from Citium, and at Tamassus from Amathus. There was also another
road from Salamis which served the Karpass (1).

As regards jewelry, we have earrings of three types. a) the Loop-type
b} the Delta-shaped type c) a Loop-type in which the loop of the carring
disappears and a secondary hook is attached directly to the back of the
ornament {(disc, setting with stone or paste). The commonest ornament is the
convex disc or setting for pearl, which, moreover, is provided with a pendant
{(pcarls, amethysts, glass-paste threaded on a fine wire). Necklaces are of
the chain type with alternate links of flat paste beads and of perforated gold
plates. Bracelets are of twisted wire with hook-and-eye fastening.

Of sculpture from the Roman peried little of outstanding merit has as
yet been found. The most important piece is a bronze statue of the emperor
Septimius Severus {193-21t AD.). It was discovered in [ragments near
Kythrea (the ancient Chytd) in 1928. In 1940 a complete reconstruction was
undertaken and successfully carried out in the Cyprus Museum workshops
(2). ltis now on exhibition in the Septimius Severus Room of the Cyprus
Muscum ,Leukosia. The Emperor is represented over life-size in an heroic
attitude, possibly in the act of delivering a speech, as is evidenced by the
_gesticulation of the hands. The weight of the body rests on the right leg
which is slightly advanced, while the left leg is bent and touehes the ground
widh the toes. The head is a masterpicce of portraiture and the rendering
of the body is both powerful and clegant. There are also two marble sarco-
phagi of good Roman workmanship of the second century. One is at the
Abbey of Bellepais, where it was converted by the mediaeval monks into a
lavabo, and the other is now in a small enclosure at Varosha, where it serves
as a tomb for-the first English Commissioner of Famagousta.

The only Roman theatre that has becn excavated so far in Cyprus is
that at Soli which the Swedish Cyprus Expedition cleared in 1930 (3).
This theatre seems to be Roman from the beginning, and to belong to the
end of the second or begioning of the third century: there is no evidence that
it has been restored or its plan altered after erection. The architectural type
of this theatre shows similarity, partly to the Roman theatres in Asia Minor,
partly to those in North Africa, Transjordania, and Arabia, and is therefore
most probably approximately contemporary with them, As late as the 18th
century there were considerable quantities of Roman architectural remains
at Soli, but unhappily this site, like others in Cyprus, was then ruthlessly
plundered for building stone for Egypt. and it is unlikely that this theatre
escaped the fate of the other buildings.

This theatre {See Plate V1) consists of the three normal parts of an
anclent theatre: orchestra, auditorium and stage building. The Orchestra

(1) CI. T. Mitford, Milestones in Western Cyprus, London, 19410,
(2) Cf. Archacology, vol. I, no. 3, September, 1948, New York, «The Dronze
Statue of Seprimius Severus in the Cyprus Muscums, g:p. 146-147,

(3) Cf. Swed. Cypr. Ex.; ap. cit,, vol. I11, pp. 548-582.
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This is semicircular in shape and cut out of the rock, and there is a rectan-
gular addition in front of it. The semicircle has a diameter of 17.0 metres,
and the protracted, rectangular part, a width of 21.50 metres by 2.90 metres.
The floor of the orchestra was plastered with lime-cement. Two passages
lead into it, the western and eastern parodoi, and they were covered by a
vaulted roof. ‘The Auditorium, This is semicircular in shape with a diame-
ter of 52.0 metres, and the greater part of it is cut in the rock of the sloping
hillside. It is divided by a diazoma in two circles, and this diazoma which is
0.55 metres wide was covered with limestone slabs of which thirty-one in
the middle are preserved. The seats are cut in semicircular conceatric zows
rising by steps and following the curvature of the auditorium. They also
were originally covered with stone slabs probably of limestone, but of there
not a single one is preserved. The seats measure (.40 metres high and 0.40
mctres wide, of which 0.35 metres is reserved for the feet of the person sit-
ting on the row above. Only the nine lowermost rows of the seats are still
traceable from the cutlings in the rock: every trace of the higher rows has
disappeared through the weathering of the rock. It can be calculated that
the lower circle contained seventeen rows and the upper circle thirteen rows,
and it i3 estimated that there was room for 3500 spectators in the auditorium.
The spectators reached their places on the rows by means of narrow stairs,
050 metres wide, radiating from the orchestra and from the diszoma. Two
entrance passages give access to the auditorium from the outside, one to the
west and the. other to the east, on the level of the diazoma. These passages
of which the walls have almost entircly disappeared, measure 10.30 metres
fong and 1.50 metres wide. They werc originally covered by vaulted rools
and closed at their exterior ends.  The Stage-building. This is a rectangular
building 36.15 metres long and 13.20 metres wide. It is built on and around
a rock-cut platform which forms an excised part of the natural rock. This
stage-building consists of three, parts: logeion, paraskénia and skénZ. The
logeion measures 23.95 metres long, 5.50 metres wide and 12.00 metres high.
The front wall of it is decorated with pilasters in low relief flanking semi-
ciccular miches in which sculptures were once placed, but the back wall, i.c.
the scaemae frons is missing. Three doorways open in the front wall on to a
subterranean passage which is cut in the rock through the whole width of
the stage-building. It measures 0.75-1.70 metres wide and 1.65 metres deep
and is entered by a narrow door in the back wall of the stage-building. In
the front wall of the skénz there were probably also three doors by which
the logeion communicated with the skéné. The many fragments of the co-
lumns indicate that the superstructure of the sceentme had the appearance of
the usual Roman, ornamental facade. The paraskénia are rather narrow and
rectangular in shape, measuring 11.50 metres in length and 3.35 metres in
width, and are divided into two front rooms and two back rooms. The sk2né
is rectangular In shape and measures 23.95 metres in length and 6.00 metres
in width, It was divided into two parts by a Jongitudinal wall. The subtes-
ranean passage was covered with stone slabs of which only one was found
approximately in situ. The roof of the stage-bullding was covered with tiles
of terracotta of which many fragments were found.

No coinage appears to have heen issued by the Romans In the Island
until the time of Augustus, but from then on to Ceracalla, and pechaps to Ela-
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gabalus (1), there is a fairly important seties of issues. On the coins of
Claudius the Koinon of the Cyprians makes its appearance, and henceforth
cn all the ordinary bronze issues {2). It seems that the control of the
bronze coinage was one of the chief functions of the Koinon of the Cyprians.
During the last three years of Vespasian there was an extensive issue of sil-
ver, a continuation of the one which had been begun seven years before at
Antioch on the Orontes, and was transferred to Cyprus, perhaps in cen-
nection with the measures taken to relieve the Island after the disastrons
carthquake which is gererally dated 77-78 A.D., but which may have taken
place a year easlier. The most interesting type of coinage’of the Roman pe-
siod is undoubtedly that which depicts the Temple of Aphrodite at Paphos
with the inscription «KOINON KYPRION (3} and anather depicting
Zeus holding a libation-saucer in his right hand, and resting his left, on the
wrist of which his cagle perches, on a short sceptre, This doubtless repro-
duced the statue of Zeus Olympius in his temple a¢ Salamis, though probably
issued like all the other coins of the Island from the capital Paphos.

Public education was in the hands of gymnasiarchs who frequently un-
dertook the office as a liturgy at their own cost. the chief expensc of which
seems to have been the provision of oil, as in Greeco-Roman cities generally.
For example, at Lapethus a cerfain Adrastus, son of Adrastus, built the tem-
ple and set up the statute of the emperor Tiberius in the gymnasium, appoint-
ing himself and his descendants gymnasiarch and priest of the gods of the
gymnasium. Hermes and Herakles, in conmjunction with his son Adrastus,
who also chose himself to be gymnasiarch of the boys, all at their own eost.
An ephebarch is mentioned in the same inscription (4) as also in onc
from Chytri. At Soli there was a public library (bibliophylakion).

In addition to the mosaic [loors in villas explored and unexplored at
Salamis, we have also examples from Old Paphos, New Paphos and Curium.
That from Old Paphos {See Plate VII) is in coloured tesserae arranged in
geomettical figures. and probably dates from the second to third century
A.D. It has no inscription. The mesaic flooring from New Paphos. recently
discovered, is in coloured tesserae and depicts the struggle of Herakles with
the Lion of Nemea (5) (See Plate VII). The hero is represented as
about to seize the lion by the throat as it leaps upon him  His club leans
against the wall of the cave behind him. The lion has the short mone of the
Asiatic species. This rhosaic dates also most probably from the second to
third century A.D. {6)  FProm Curlum we have a very interesting mosaic
flooring with an inscription {Sece Plate IX)} which is in coloured tesserae and
is circular in shape. The inscription is enclosed in a garland which is sur-

gl) Cf. Westholm, Tonples of Sali, p. 135, o )

2y Therc was an extensive issue of bronze uf two denominations with the heady
of Antoninus Pius and Maercus Aurelius C.csar.  Although it bears no indication that
it was made in Cyprus, it secms certain that it was minted there, as specimens always
come from the Island.

(3) Cf. Swed. Cyp. .y ofr. cit., ¥ol 111, (Text), p. 497 n. 333 obverse hust of
%‘ra]an 3ps 502, . 4451:\1353&? bust uf’Caracaua:; p. 50%, n. 456 gbverse bust of Julia
OImDa, -
(4 Imm‘gg‘mes Graecae ad Res Romanas pertinentes 1IN, 933
Apollodorus, Libr. II, v. 1 (The First Labour of Herakles).
6} Permission to publish the photograph of this mosaic was graciously sccorded
ig thseaﬁr.}?;r by the Director of the Department of Aniiquities, Cyprus, under letter
0. 88/37/2.
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rounded by squares containing geometrical Hgures, In order that the squares
could be arranged around the gariand, wedges were inserted between them.
The inscription with the proposed restorations (1) reads as follows:

EICA(EI) ETTATAG(Q) EYTYXQC TO OIKQ

which we may render as: «For ever [be it] for good [and] good luck to the
houses, Its date may be placed anywhere in the Hrst three cemturies A.D.

Although the institution of the Province of Cyprus did not carry with
it the inauguration of a provincial era, a new calendar was, however, intro-
duced at Paphos under the emperor Augustus, possibly in 15 B.C., when the
city received special favour from him after the disastrous earthquake it suf-
fered. In this new calendar the names of the months all referred to Romc and
morc particularly to the Jultan femily. The year opens with the month called
Aphrodisios in honour of the goddess Aphtodite, not only as the goddess of
Paphos hut also as an ancestress of the Julian family. In 2 B.C,, however, o
revision of this calendar had to be made owing to the fact that Julia had
disgraced her name whilst other members of the family had died and Tiberius
himself had gone into exile In this revised calendar the month of Aphrodisios
still opens the ycar, but the opening date is changed to 23rd Septembet, the
birthday of Augustus, and the names of the remaining months refer to the
offices held by Augustus. At Salamis, the Egyptian calendar which the city
had observed under the Ptolemies was retained. The year, however, began
on 4th September and the order of the Egyptian mames of the months was
changed .This calendar was kept iong into the Imperial period.

As regards the burial of the dead during the Roman period, tombs are
found at all the historic citics of the Island. At Paphos, we have examples of
two types of Roman tombs both situated at the locality locally known as «Sé-
madi». One of these is rock-hewn and the other is stone-built (2). At
Salamis, many of the Roman tombs which lined the road which led to the
city have long since vanished. The greater part were long ago rifled, though
one near the village of Engomi was found to contain a considerable amount
of the usual grave-furniture and jewelry, but, unfortunately, this find has
been dispersed. The principal tomb is that known as «St. Catherine’s Prisons.
It is 2 Roman structure of a large and unusual form and recalls the famous
tombs of Palmyra. Its date may be the second century A.D. (3).

+

With regard to religion in Cyprus during Roman dimes, we have, in ad-
dition to the cults already mentioned in the Hellenistic period, the mention
of a Tychaion at Paphos founded by a certain Apollonia and her husband
Patroc1és who were also high-priests for life of the goddess Tyché. The
inscription which mentions this (4) probably dates from the time when
Paphos received the titlc «Augustas. From an inscription found at Sala-
mis 15 we learn that a certain Hylluj acted as gymnasiarch at his own

{1y For the testoration .\ [EI} which not only fits into the slpace allotted for the

letrering of the inscription, but alzn suits the context very well, I am indebted to my

colleapuc Mr. J. Holland who verv kindly proposed it to me,
(2) Cf. Loizos Philippou & O. H. B. KHS-Burmester, gp. cit., p. 21,
{3) Cf. the article by Greo. Jeffery in Archaeologia for 1915,

{4y Q.G.1. 383,

{5y 0.G.1. 582.
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expense in the year thirty-three of Auqustus, i.e. 4 A.D, and as high-priest
of Divus Augustus Caesar in Cyprus. We have also mention of a high-priest-
ess of the temples of Démétér throughout the Island (1). Although the eviden-
ce as yet is not conclusive, there may have been also a saoctuary of Mithras
at Wew Paphos. Situated between the Fabrica Hill and the modem lighthouse
of Katé Paphos therz are some rock-kewn chambers of which two have been
clearad this year 1949). One of themn is a circular vault similar to the
oracular vault alréady mentiondd in the cave-sanctuary of Apollo Hylatés
to the east of the city, but without an cpening in the rool. A low stone plat-
form running round the sides of the circular vault and fixed to the walls may
have served as a bench. In the middle of the floor a short, thick stone column
was found overturned. This column which has now been set up has a hole
in the top into which a statue may have been fitted (See Plate XHI}. In the
vast wall of this vau!t a door-way «ut in the rock leads into an oblong, nave-
like chamber in the north. or end wall of which a niche is cut out of the rack
amd probably contuined o statue of the god (See Plate XIV). No inscription
ar statue has been found in either of the two chambers of this sanctuary so
far sleated. The evidence in favour of the wse of this cave-sanctuary for
tle wueship of Mithras is as follows:  u) the oblong, nave-like, rock-liewn
chiamber with shrine-recess in the end wall and the shallow stone platfarn
running round the circular voult and fixed to the walls, both of which things
are paralleled in the cave-sanctuary of Mithras at Ostia, the hathour of
Rome {2) b} that as the ot of Mithras had its devotees among the
foreign. especially Asian soldiery of the Roman army and among mer-
chants, and was cansequently found especially where there was a garrison
and also in sca-ports. it is reasonable to suppose that New Paphos which
was a sea-port and had alse a garrison. would likewise have possessed o
sanctuaty of Mithras c) that this cave-sanctuary is of Roman date seems
probable from the large monolithic granite column lying at the side of it
which possibly bzlonged to some building either in front of or above this
rave-sanctuary. This column is of the same deslgn as the other menolithic
granite columns found on Roman sites in other parts of the city. Its size
and weight are in favour of its being in situ. In addition to this, the remains
of the Roman temple assigned to the Imperial Cult which has already been
mentioned at the Fabrica Hill that is only a short distance from this cave-
sanctuary, would suggest a date towards the end of the 2nd century A 1D
{or Roman building in this loculity, a time, indeed, at which the cult of
Mithras was becoming increasingly more popular and wide-spread.

The transition from the old beliefs fo that of Christianity is well iliu-
strated by a remarkably interesting, inscribed mosaic found in a 4th century
building recently excavated at Curium. This inscription written in elegiacs
describes how the house now rests on the support of Christ and how a new
protector has arisen for Curium, taking the place of Phoebus Apelio {3).

(1) Cf. P, Lebas & W. H. Waddington, Vayage archévlogiqus en Gricz et en Asie
Mineur, vol. 111, Part. I, Paris, 1870, no. 2801.
(2) Cf. The Oxford Classical Diciimary, Ouford, 1949, p, 576, under the word
vy ‘
.Mu(Sl)'aE’f. Bull. of Usizernty Mus. of Pesmsylvanio, VI, 2, April, 1938, pp. 6 seqq.

-
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The most important Christian monument of the Roman period in Cyprus
is undoubtedly the great basilica of Constantia {Salamis) (1). This besilica
has not yet been completely excavated, the narthex and atrium being still
underground, This church possessed five aisles divided into fifteen bays, and
the doors in the west wall probably led to the nasthex and atrium. It had
a single apse projecting from the east wall of the central nave. There are
some compartments at the east end, but their exact relation to the basilica
can be determined only when tbey have been propesrly excavated. This ba-
silica belongs to what is known as the Hellenistic type. The main body of
the church measwres 70 metres long and 49 metres wide ,and if we add to
this the unexcavated narthex apd atrium, this basilica must have measured
over 120 metres in length, and would thus have been one of the largest, out-
side Rome, The stone columns were huilt of drums from the First or Great
Forum of Salamis, hut were provided with new capitals. It is most probable
that this basilica was the one which Saint Epiphanius, archhishop of Con-
stantia, who died in 403 A D, is said to have built, and in which he was after-
wards bugied,

O.H.E.KHS-Burmester.

(1) CL Antiguaries Jorrnal, VIIL, 10728, pp. 344 ceqq.
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Concerning Urbanism
and Anti-Urbanism in Antiquity

by
WILLIAM LINN WESTERMANN

In the nineteenth century there was a wide-spread feeling that the mas-
sing of human beings in the the great urban agglomerations which were then
re-shaping the social problems of the time tended to foster social viciousness
in the individuals who lived in the cities. The same kinds of people did not
develop or display these vicious tendencies when they were dispersed in the
separate hiouseholds of farm life or in the healthy rural surronndings of the
villayes. This is an attitude which some sociolagists have called «the rural
bias Decause its literary expression has taken the form of a negative re
action against the city rather than a positive reaction toward village or coun.
tryside, for the purpose of this paper it is better ta call this feeling «the anti-
urban bias».

The negative reaction against city living expressed itself in the Linited
States and in BEurope in two phases. The first phase appeared at the time
when urban aggregations had begun to bring about fundamental changes in
the existing structure of the then agricultural societies, predominantly or-
ganized in village, town and small-city units. The traditional mores majorum
were disintegrating. In this period, which may roughly be said to have covered
the first half of the nineteenth century the anti-urban reaction took the form
of hatred, or of fear, of the city. This attitude found expression in poems
similar to the following naive American verses addressed to a country girl
awho had expressed a wish to lead a town lifes:

aeSweet Mary, sigh oot for the town
Whete vice and folly reign;

,The:e foul Ambition loves to dwell,
False Pride and lust of Fame,
There Malice and Revenge 1ebel
Against the good man's name.

Ah! little do you know, sweet maid,
What art the city spoils,

Where villians ply the canting trade
and fraud is drest in smiles », (1)

(1) «To a Country Gisl, by H. H. Jr., which ap eared in Plough Boy, an earl
American Agricultural paper published at Albany, N. Y. See vol. 11, (I1820-1821) p, 89,
in the issue of August 19, [920. The refeyence cames to me from Professor A, L.
Demaree of Dartmouth College. He informs me thar the poem is characteristic of a
fear réf the city which found frequent expression in the agriculrural journals of that
period.
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After the blg city had become an inescapable fact, a new literary evalua-
tion of the urban community appeared. It was still negative; but it was much
more sophisticated in tone. It took the form of a sentlmentalized attitude
toward farm life and, more practically, led to the growth of suburban com-
munities. It has become a conventional theme of social history. In the poetry
of our day which deals with social forces it is a somewhat constant theme:

«(f blood ard dreams are built the towns of men;
Of bitter blood and lustful dreams of power,
And dreams of beauty ». (1)

So the city develops a asoul» of its own and represents in itself the high-
est aspirations and the lowest degradations of mankind. In the grandiose and
pretentions work of Oswald Spengler the megalopolis becomes an out-
standing symptom of decline. In Spengler’s view only civic man has a history.
All great cultures are town cultures, The great city emarks the end of organic
growth -— the beginning of an inorganic, and therefore unrestrained, progcess
of massing without limit». And this process is the last act for Oswald Spengler
in the present version of the drama of humanity which plays itself through in
long cycles of time, To Spengler the urban development represents au sor
ganic yrowth leading to self-destruction ». (2)

If we refuse to accept this view of the parasitic origin and nature of the
city und prefer to follow the pathway to an understanding of the city which
has been set by the modern city-planners and many of the sociologists, we
may approach the megalopolis without prejudice, as a collectivity and a con-
centration point of human beings which has great economic and great social
advantages, both for its individual units and for the totality which it re-
presents, (3) Whatever end we may reach, a new inquiry into the
city form and the social results of that growth seems to be warranted.

In the following consideration of the mental attitude of the ancient Greeks
and Romans toward urbanism and its problems a number of primary postu-
lates of this paper.must be stated. The figst is that the literature of Greco-
Roman antiquity was aristocratic. The man of the people wrote but little.
If he talked upon the street and found an audlence, only occasionally did
anyone bother to write down what he said to save it for the coming gene-
rations (4), Therefore the popular attitude toward urbanism, that of the
actua! man of the city streets, is to be seen only on pale reflections found in
middle-class and upper-class literature. The second pre-supposition is that
we must sharply distinguish the type of urban life which developed during
the two millenia of the pre-Greek, oriental, cultures from that which we find
in the Hellenic city-states. Cities unquestionably existed in the pre-Greek
period, in the sense of large urban aggregations with the necessary political

1) Hartley Alexander, Odes on the Generation of Man (New York, 191(2, p. 68.
2) Qswald Spengler, Decline of the Western Warld, vo! II,Lﬁ:p. 80, 95, 96, 100.
3) See Robert M. Haig, Toward an Understanding of the Metropalis, in the
Quarterly Journal of Econorues for 1926, p. 187.
(4) Three norable exceptions are the cases of Socrates, of Jesus of Nazareth, and
of Bpictetus, the former slave of Stoic faith.
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orgaenization and mechanism of defense which would be required to control
the nomes in Bgypt apd lesser city kingdoms of the Babylonian area. 4]
The differentintion of the pre-Hellenic cities from the Greek city form lay
fundamentally in the sphere of political organization. Egyptian and Baby-
lonlan towns were completely dominated by the great palaces and temple
structures around which they were built-(2)This royal and temple overshadow-
ing was cultural and spiritual 85 well as political and visual erchitecturally.
The Greek city-states, also, had their temples which were prominznt elements
of the architectural autlook of each city. But these temples were integral
parts of the physical city and of the political community, dominated by the
concept of the self-governing polity and subordinated to that idea. It was,
in fact, the Agora, the market of place, and its activities. with & minimum of
city-state regulation to hamper it, which was the directing center of the life
of the Greelk citles.

Economically, also, urban groupings of the pre-Hellenic period were con-
fined to functions which were essentially rural, to the extractive and trans-
portation activities connected with agricultural production. Even here the
village pensants. the fellahin of Ancient Egypt. worked vnder the shadow of
the Pharach (the Great House) or of the temple. Production in the handi-
cralts, buying and selling, management - all of those functions which the
ancient Greeks and the modecrn world have attached, and still attach to
the concept of civic life — were completely under nonarchiv or sacerdotul
domination. (3) In the first haf of the twelith century brfore Christ, for
example, as we know from the Papyrus Harris, the God Amon Ly reyal
grant was ruler of 169 towns situated in Nubia, in Egypt itself. and in
Syria (4).

The anclent Greek attitude toward the urban centers of the Babyloniaa
gector is clearly reflected in Aristotle’s statement regarding the great capital,
Babylon. To him it was not a city, but an agglomeration of people resembling
the territory of a mation {5}. Implicit in this statement is the idea that
the areal spread of Babylon was sO great that its inhabitants were semi-

(1) Por Egypt se= Edward Meyer, Geschichte der Altgrtuns, 2d ed., (Berlin, 1909),
12, p. 177, Ror Babylonia and the prefects of the Babylonian cities coosult Bruno
Meissner, Balylonien und Assyrien 1 PP 121, 1z4.
%2) Upon Dum - Eucopus on the Euphrates River and other similar Seteucid
city sundations in coe ancient Near East sz€ M. 1. Rostovezell, Social and Ecanowmic
Histary g{ the Hellenistic Werld, wol. 1. Bp- 479 and fl_90-492 (Oxford 1941). Upon the
municl sllai:it wkich remained alive 1m these cities of the Hellenistic periad see
vol. Ilp p. 1075 ]

53) M. 1. Rostovezeff in Richard T. Ely’s {irban Land Econontics (Ann Arbor, 1922),
p. 57. For those economic functions which are considered 1o be essentially urban,
consult Robert Haig, Quarl. Jour. of Fcomonics, 1926, P. 189.

if-:) James H. Breasted in the Canibridge Anciers Historys 11, p. 182 Breasted's
transiation of the Papyrus Harris witl be found in nis Anciens Records af Egypt. IV, 85-200.

(5) Aristotle, Politics, 111, 1,12, No Joubs Aristotle, who had not visited Bat-ylon,
followed the description in Herodows 1, 178 §  Archaeological invesugation has
proven that Babyler, instead of being the 480 stades (about 33 miles) in circumference,
ar 14 miles on aside, was about 4 miles in length ont cach side. Even so It would have
contained Cozinth, which had a more extensiye walled area than any other Greek city,
about three times. For the walls of Coriath see Rhys Carpenter and Antoine Bon,
Gorimih 111, part 2 5:_» 80 (Cambridge, Mass., 1936) ; and compare for Babylon, F.
_Haverﬁcld,’ Irwizm omn Planning (1913, pP- 20, 26 .
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autarchic from the standpoint of food supply. Politicelly the Babylonian
citles were not in the slightest degree self-ruling.

Wherever the lower limit may be set for that quantity of people which
constitutes a cty, in the modern terminology the number of the residents of
any urban community always plays @ part in the definition of the word
acitys {1),  This quantitative appraisal was completely absent from the
«poliss concept of the Greeks who were the first people to develop a culture
based upon city life in anything like the wodern meaning of that ferm. Fun-
damentally polis was a political concept, méaning states; but the type of state
represented in the word was unique, Within that polis which was state there
was another polis — a physical city. The physical polis was the heart of the
territorial polis, that is, the state. Athens was a city and Athens was a state.
Attica was a geographical area; but it was not a state. This symbolizes the
essential differentiating characteristic of the Greek polis, It was physical city,
plus state. Bach microcosmic city-state made its pretentious and insistent
claim to separate nationhood. This claim included recognition of its owa set
of its own set of laws, its separate coinage system, its own diplumatic ser
vice. The Greeks maintained for centuries this political philosupby of the
litthe city-state; but the ftalion cities lost it by 272 B.C,, to the spread of
Roman urban unification. Except for this concept of the city and state s
one of the Greek and the Roman urban centers approached our cities of today
in respect to their civic life and structure.

When did the polis of antiquity, this community of city type, first ap-
pear 71 do not hesitate to put its inception even before the Greek colonization
novement of the eighth century B.C. By this | mean to include both the urban
aggregation into economic and social community, corresponding to the mo-
dern demands implied by the word «city», and the political concept of the
city-plus-state which was so characteristically Greek (2). From the period
of the eighth and seventh century colonization downward to the date of the
establishment of Constantinople as the new Rome, the Mediterranean pre-
sented its typical and unchanging picture of a great infand sea whose edges
were strung with towns and cities. Through these harbor clties the Mediter.
ranean hinterlands sent out their products by ships to the utmost ends of that
traders’ sea. Similar towns and cities receijved these shipments and sent back
goods of local production which were elsewhere desired or needed. This |
take ta be the outstanding fd¢t of the ancient Greco-Roman culture, that it
was fundamentally a culture of lands abutting apon the Mediterronean Sea
and that it was thalassic-minded. Only two men really broke away from its

(1) The lower limit of resident population may be ser, either legally or by general~
acceptance, at 2000, as in several of the countries of Europe and in some of the United
States, Or it may be legally fixed at 10,000 or 12,000 as in other states of the North
American Union. ~ See tgg references collected by Scotr E. W. Bedford in his Readings
i Urban Secivlogy (New York, 1927), pr 29-32.

(2) Victor Bhrenberg, in the Journal of Hellenic Studies, LVIL (1937), pp. 147-159,
has come 1o the same conclusion upon the polis as political concept, asagainst Helmut
Berve in Die Antike, X1 (1936), 1, f. Berve would pur the realizanion of the political
polis_at about 500 RB.C.

Professor C. W. Blegen, who is in charge of the revival of the Schliemann-Dorpfeld
€xcavauons upon the site of ancient Troy stated, in a lecture at the Memropoliran Museum
in New York upon Nov. 5, 1938, that Troy was never a city. Throughour its career
it remained a fortress surrounded by villages.
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sofuinant intra-Mediterranean and thalassic viewpoint. These were Alex-
ander the Great and Gaius Julius Caesar. Alexander broke down completely
the political barriers between the Mediterranean and the Middle Bast es far
as Indla. Against the opposition of the dominant party in the Roman Seaate
Julius Caesar cast aside that Mediterranean introvertism which constricted
he {magination of most of the other leaders of his time.

The vital importance of a location on the shore of the sea was fully
recognized alike by the theorists and by the practical politicians of antiquity.
Plato in his State of the Laws would protect the administrative and central
city of his state from the vices connected with harbor towns and their traf-
fic To do this he would locate the city about 80 stades distant from the sea.
This is about ten miles {1).  In 149 B.C. the importance of a ten mile dist-
once from the coast was recognized both by the Roman Senate and by the
(i thaginian state, when the Roman cmbassy, hcaded by the consul Cen-
sotinus, met with the envoys from the doomed city of Carthage. These
cnvoys, whatever theic grief may have been, gave over without protest the
hostages demanded of them. They surrendered their war material, both naval
and laod equipment, including 2,000 catapaults. But when Censorinus de-
clared that they might keep their Yand and be autonumous. but must remove
the city itself 10 miles back from the sea shore, their grief surpassed all
bounds. Like men in the throes of death or men insane «they threw them-
sclves upon the ground and beat it with their hands and headss, wailing and
tcaring their clothes. Suddenly eomplete silence gripped them all, a silence
.as of dead men lying theres. Even the hard-bitten Romans shed tears at
this tragic sight. Well might the Carthaginians mourn for their city and their
statc, speaking to her «as to & woman who might hear, because 10 miles
hack from the sea meant the end of the might of Carthage. The Carthaginians
knew it. and the Romans knew it (2),

The ideas which still dominate our thinking about urban devclopment
in antiquity were set in 1884 through an essay written by Robert Pshl-
mann (3), His study was prepared and submitted in competition for a
prizc, with the given task of making «a collection, as complete as possible,
of the facts relating to overpopulation ,and particularly to the housing short-
age in the great cities of antiquity» {4), Weriting ad hoc and with the
anti-urban preconceptions of his time, Péhlmann had little difficulty in as-
sembling information which proved to himself, and has set. for some part of
the scholacly world since his time, a definite attitude. According to the
Péhlmann conviction, the urban populations of the Hellenistic and Roman
periods were excessive, and, being excessive, the human aggreqations in
their urban communities were both exposed to, and productive of, the worst

1Y Blate, Eaos IV, 704
{2} For the vivid description uf this weeue ces Appidn, Forcigs Weare, Labycu 82,
Tt geey back to the aceount of Pelyhius who was with S.ipio Africanus when he carried
the war to its buter ¢nd in 147 and 126 B. C.  To Strabna Rome was an inland city
i}t:!;m_;%h it was located only 14 miles back fromn the sea v gi 13 pesoyals, Strabo
s Th
{3) Robert Pohlmann, Die Ubcrosikerung der eutiben Grosseddte, Leipzig, 1584,
.{4) This is stated in Poklmann’s work on'the page facing the table of contents at the
beginning of the essay.
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sort of sociol discemlont and contamination {1}, Onc of the less distin-
quished offspring of Pohlmann's ideas was a hasty paper by Guilelmo Fer-
rero, still read and still quoted occasionally as authoritative. This atticle
naintained that hyperurbanism in antiquity was one of the principal causes
of the decline of ancient civilization (2}. But Ferrero's paper falled to
come to grps with the essential problems involved. Where was the line to
be drawn between urbanism and excessive urbanism ? If it were true that the
cities were actually tca large far a healthy social and state life .the real
question becumes even more pressing. In what sense were the urban com-
munities too large, and why 507

Size is a relative term like  «tine: and espaces. The areal spread of a
city, if it includes interpal sustenance spaces, or even abreathing spacesy, in
the sense of public patks and gardens, is more important consideration than
vize in the sense of absolute nvmbers of inhabitants. More essential thou
vither of these considerations is the guestion of the [unction of a city in
selation to the life of its restricted locality or to the life of the wider arca
with which it is immediately involved, both economicaily and soeially. This
problem of city function is the one which has been most nreglected in,
the teeatment of urbanism in antiquity (3}, I, however, we are to deal
critically with the hyperurhanism of Péhimann an inquiry into the acteal
numerical size of typical ancient towns and cities cannot be avoided,

The scholar who attempts to deal with the size of the urban populations
of Greco-Roman antiquity must fall back upon the approximations set up by
Julius Beloch (4). The era of important urban development with which
we are conccrncd covers the 80K years from the First Persian invasions of
Greece to the accession of Censtantine, called the Great. Within these eight
bundred years two perieds must be distinguished. The first {s the stretch of
200 years from about 500 B.C. to Alexander’s time, the ¢classical age» of
Greek culture, The agreats cities of this time were not over-big; and the large
ones which did exist were located, in general, in the eastern Mediterranean.
In its western half the cities of any considerable size were confined to Car-
thage and its neighboring Punic towns and to the coast line of Cicily, lower
Italy, lower Gaul and eastern Spain. Where city populations can be guessed
at the big cities ranged from the 115,600 which may be ascribed to Athens
and the Piraeus (5), to the 200,600 which is a possibility for the two

(1) Ikd. p. 8. .

{2} Guilelmo Ferrero in Hearst’s Magasine, XXI (1912), pp, 1723 fI. o

(3) A beginning of the study of the cconomic functioning of the cities of antiquity
his been inade by Ed 1. Rostovizett — by ty{fes in his Caragvan Giries (1932) — by
cusential connections in hix acticle, Alexandria ard Rhodes in Kiie XXX (1937), pp. 70-76.

(4} Julius Beloch, Beodlkcrung der antiken Grossst@dre, Leipzig, 1886. The en-
durmg value of Beloch’s work arises from the candor and realism with which he ack-
nowledged the limitations set upon numerical accuracy by the loss of the ancient data
upon population rumbers and his clear recognition of tite fact that the margin of error
w his caleulations was very wide.  See Beloch’s study, Die Volksaahl als Paktor und
Grundmesser der historischent Entwickelung in Historische Zeitschrift, CXI (1913), p. 324,

(5} Beloch, Bevdlkerung, p. 101. “A. W. Gomme, Population of Athens, p. 4T,
approaching the problem from a different angle from that of Beloch, gives the population
of Athens and the Piracus as about 155.000 in 430 B.C. and about 168.000 in 330 B.C.
His figures are based upon the assumption that about one-third of the population of the
entire state lived in the city area. It 1s my belief that he exaggerates the number of the
slaves in the city propet.



Sicilian cities of Syracuse and Agrigentum (1), The typical dties ran
from 20,000 to 100,000. Few, even of these, were backland towns. The large
urban aggregations were all seaboard. As defined in terms of ancient trans-
port, of city food supply and of public health and welfare, there is little
reason to believe that citles of this time with the thalassic locations cha-
racteristic of Mediterranean urbanism, had outgrown tbe bounds of simple
urbanism, or of optimum population, into the Held of that vague social me-
nace called hyperurbanization. Péhlmann himself was quite aware of the
moderate size of even the largest cities in the Greek classic age. Accepting
this conclusion, he confined his discussion of overpopulation to the Hellen-
istic and Roman periods (2).

The period of the big cities of antiquity covers the six and one-half
venturies extending from the death of Alexander to the end of Constantine’s
reign. The typical urban community, so far as population goes, falls within
the limits of 20,000 to 100,000 inhabitants. The list includes a very large
number of towns ranging about an estimated population of 20.000, such as
Pompeii, or approximating 50,000 to 60,000, such as Italian Tarentum or
Halicarnassus in Asia Minor (3).  The number of cities which can defi-
nitely be placed within the population range of 100,000 to 200,000 is surpris-
ingly small. It inciudes Pergamum, Rhodes and Jerusalem (4), Ephesus and
Smyrna may have had as many as 225,000 inhabitants (5}, The number of
the real megalopolities which we can be sure af, if we rely upon Beloch's
cstimates ,is only five. These five of which the population range was from
HXLOUQ to the 700.000 or 750,000 sometimes ascribed to Rome. were, in
addition to Rome. Selcucin on the Tigris, estimated at AQD.GI0. Antioch on
the Orontes atr 400,000 {0), Alexandria at somewhere near 300,000, and
the possibility that Carthage, in the Roman impcrial times, may have ap
proached that number (7).

The conspicucus observations to be recorded from the Beloch estimates
of urban populations are these:

In the long period of the acme of ancient urbanism five cities stood out
which, within their time, were great population centers. Four of thesc -
Scleucia, Antioeh, Alexandna and Rome — were administrative ccnters of

(1) Ibid, p. 281

i2) Pobimann, Ubcrvdtkernng, pp. 7-8. .

(N Fozr Pompeil <ce Beloch, Beoelhering, p. 450 ; for Tarcntum and Halicarnas s,
rp. 302, 227. .

(4) 1bid, pp. 236, 227, 248 respectively. Possibly Tarsus talls in_thus populatinn
class, bid, p. {38. The infurmativn upon Pergunum derives [rom Galen, Whe well-
Enown. physician of the second century of aur erd, who was & native of the place. Tr 14
the most precise evidence which has come down Lo us regarding the population of any
city of antiquity. "The wide range of varatpn proposed by Beloch even for Pergamum
will serve to warn the reader sgaintt aceepting any of the fipures of Beloch otherwise
tha!!(gs ? p!‘D)ﬁ.E;.%LlicnS toward the ruth.

5 . P .

(&% Seleucia thid. p. 479. Belech, p. 245, puts the free populanon of Anioch at
WN.000. It is my own guéss Lhat the slave numbers would not be over 257, to 30%,
of the [ree persons which gives the total of 400.000 used above.  See my rough estimate
of proportions of slaves to free in the Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, X1V, p. T6.

{7y The Alexandrian estirnate is given by Beloch in his Bevolkerung, p. 259, Roman
Carthage is compared in size with Alexendria on p. 467,



g1 eat kingdoms or crupires. In three cases definite explanations can be offere |
for the attainment of that big-city size which was normal under ancient con-
ditions of trade, of transportation facilities and of food requirements. This
mormal size for megalopolies may roughly be put at about 300,000, Both Se-
leucia and Antioch lay upon the southern caravan route from the Aegean
Sea and Bgypt to middle Asia. In Ptolemaic times Alexandria became the
outlet for the trade in aromatic plants used in the manufacture of incense and
for other goods supplied by the east African coast and southwestern Arabia,
to all Mediterranean markets. With these shipments went tbe large volume
of surpluses of the handicraft production of Alexandra itself and of the
busy towns of the Egyptian chora (1) ‘The discovery of the caonstant di-
rection of the monsoans. shifting from and toward India in six months pe-
riods, made the city lounded by Alexander the Great at the western edge of
the Delta the port of exchange for ot large part of the goods between the
twu distant cultural and cconomic worlds of India and the Mlediterranean
This importance of Alexandria wus augmented by a comprchensive tradc
policy inaugurated by Augustus Cacsar (2}

Briefly summarized the population of the three great centers, Seleucia,
Antioch and Alexandria, were justified, in considerable degree, by their
positions at nodal points upon very important trade routes. But it was the
political function in the case of these cities which accounts for the population
bloating beyond that conception of urban bigness which seems to be organic-
ally justified and typical during the Hellenistic and Romen periods.  The
function of Carthage in the Roman period was alimost wholly economic. The
constant cconomic necd of a city situated upon or near its side is sufficiently
proven by the modern population of Tunis, its present counterpart, which
was given in the census of 1936 as 219578 (3).

(I M. ]. Rostovizetf, -Zur Geschichte des Ost und Sudhandels s in Arcliso fur
Dapyrrsforsciung 1V, 298-315, and his more general discussion m the Gambridge Ancient
History, VII 134-135, Ulcich Wilcken’s publication of a bottomry loan made in
]Egy& upon the incense trade of the Red Sea shows how widespread the participation
in this business was in the Mediterranean world in the second cenrury B.C. Sec
Zeitschrift fir goyptische Sprache wnd Altertunshinde, LX (1925), §9 ff. ~

(2) M. L. Charlesworth, Trade Routes and Commizrce of the Roman Empire (1‘924?,
Pp. 27-30 ; H. Idns Bell in Cewmbridge Ancient History, X, pp. 306-307. The admirable
location of Alexandria and the farsightedness of Alexander in its selection explains the
continuity of 1ts historical fonction o3 economic ceater. In 1840, at a low cbb of its
importance, its population wis estimated at 60,000 inhabirants (Malte-Brun and Balbi,
System of Unmiversal Geography, Edinburgh, 1844, p. 823), Its present po(gulanon is
given at abjut 1,000,0001n 1949,  The World Alinanac for 1928, p. 620, put the number
of its residents at 573,000. . . )

i have wondered if Ernest Kornemann couldsubstantiate from ancient sousces his
refcrence to Alexandria, made in Raccolta di Scritid in Onore di Giacomo Lombrose (Milan,
1925), p. 245, a5 sthe harcd Greek city on the seas. A fragment of Polybius quored by
Strabo, XVII 1, 12, C 797, states that Polybius, when he visited Alexandria, developed
a fecling of loathing for the city. The quotation does indicate that he felt an active
dislike for its mongrel population. Excepr in the Christian Fathers, in their anger at
+the harlot city » which clung to its pagan worship, I fail to find any real feeling of hatred
for the place.” A large collection of the ancieat and modern references to Alexandria
will be” found lin “A. Calderini’s Dizionario dei nomi_geografici e f%ﬂfﬁfqﬁﬂ_ del-
PEgitto Greco-Rowano (%%ro, 1935}, I, pp. 55-206. e atjtude of the Christian

writers a‘};%e'ars on AP 180, .

(3) Whitaker's Afimanac, 1948, p. §93. Even at a Jow ebb of population, about
1840, under the blight of nominal ’Ipurkish rule and before the common use of steam
transportation, the population of Tumis was cstimated at gbout 100.000. Sce Malle-
Brun and Balbi, Universal Geggraphy, p. 828,
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Ancient Rome js the city which, above 3] others, has been the source
of our modern exaggerated views of over-population in the world of Greeg.
Roman antiquity; and it wae completely atypical Never did i have, after
the Punic Wars, any ecomomic functign Commensurate with jig fiumerical
greatness (1). It was an overarown city of homes, a consumer of goods,
the military and bureaueratic center of a great empire (2).

The three ancient megalopolies whick owed their size solely, or predo-
minantly, to political function — Seleucia, Antioch, Rome - were further
untypical in that they ece all non-thalassic. The extraordinary size of the
other two —. Alexandriu and Carthage — 5 tconomically explicable, The
Culstanding fact of ancient urban history is thay mesopolities were the rule,
uot the tremendoys husan agglomerations which we associate with the term
hypeturhanism. | would therefore uzge that a rencwed study of city angd fural
district in antiquity be started, withoyt starting from the Presupposition that
AN ecortomic imbalanca between the Country populations ang the size of cities
Was necessarily atypical feature of ancient society,

On this basis the question may now be pyt; __ What was the feeling
which appears in the ancient literature regarding the countryside and country
People as contrasted with the urban Populations 7 Otherwise stated, was the
«rural bias» which the sociologists of que day still feel corttralaed to combat,
actually prevalent in Greco-Roman antiquity ? From the political point of
Vicw there was Jittle reason for the devclopment of this sentiment under the
Greek conception of the City states Faor, in the city states, the citizen pri-
vileyes of office holding, of voting und of tighting for ¢he State were held op
the tribal theory that citizenship way heditable (3). Citizcnship was in no
“ense dependent on qengraphic distribution, The voting booths for te elective
and legislative activitics of the direcy assembly were, it js true, In the city

(1) Beloch, Historische Zeitschrift, CX1 §1915J, p- 335, ]

(2f See the commendable snig upon Industry and Commares of the Cipy of Rome
by Helen J. Loane, Baltimore, 193g. Covering in her book the period of Rome's

reatest size ang highest power from 50 B.C. 10 200 AD., Miss Loane hag gy plied the

(gli:ta.ilcd information for the gencr] conclusion already reached by Beloch thay Rome
Wids not g manufacturing CHY In any sense compatable to its size, .

(3) After 451 B.C in the Attic state the erance of citizen righty was confined
o those of full Athenian blgod both from the father and the mother.
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200 B.C., into an Empire with dominicns overseas the famous latifundia of
Italy and the provinces certainly destroyed this healthy balance. But the big
landowners of the Roman world mever completely identfiled themselves with
big-city life to the point of complete abandonment of their rural contacts. The
conflict which they represcnted was that of the oppression of little farmers by
big farmers. The latifundists had their city homes, it is true. But also they
maintained rural homes upon their estates; and the feeling was mot prevalent
in antiquity that the countryside and the small farming folk were being ex-
ploited by the classes of urban dwellers with industrial and banking interests
which diffcrentiated them as essentially city people.

In Greek literature the first phase of anti-utban cxpression, that of
dismay and fear of a change obviously destructive to the then existing social
farms, had passed before 600 B.C. if this early and naive reaction to city
life werc anywhere to be found it should be in Hestod's poems .I find no
trace of it. His world was onc of injustice done to the hardworking and the
honest. The petty princes of his time were bribe swallowers and their deci-
sions were crooked (1);  but there was no distinction between townsman
and rustic in respect to the suffering which their crooked counsels caused.

In the literature of the Greek city-state period little support is to by
found far any anti urban [ecling prevalent in the conntryside. Bven when
Thueydides qives his vnforgettable description of the ravages of the plague
at Atheus he dacs not blome the citivs themselves as breeders of discase,
The epidemic strick Athens most severely and, clsewhere, it affected the
most populous places As for Athens, the crowding of the people of Lhe
vountryside into the city ,was a dircct result of the war plan of Pericles; and
it served to aggravate. only, the misery which originally the plague alonc
had caused. In the funeral oration delivered by Pericles in the year 431 B.C,
as it comes to us from the pen of Thucydides, the sacrifice- of those who died
was made for the polis as state, not for the urban residents of Athens. The
yearly sacrifices and games which were provided to refresh the citizens from
their labors were those of the countryside as well as those of the city of
Athens (2). In the spirit of this great speech apclis» always means the
state. Nowhere does the city alone, as urban center, appear as distinct from
the state. In fact the physical city itself, Athens, receives no mention in the
entire oration. Pride in the state and the advantages which it brought to its
citizen members had no local limitetion either to the asty {the walled city) or
to its rural territory. The distinguished French scholar Maurice Croiset has
maintaincd that the comedies of Aristophanes catered to a feeling of hostility
held by the citizens from the rural districts agaiast the city of Athens and
the leaders whom the city admired (3).  The cadcatures of the democratic
favorites in the comedies, in Croiset’s judgment, represent the revenge which

(1) E.g., Hesiod, Werks and Days, hues 260-264, o

(2) Thucydides, I1 38. Sec the ‘article of W, S. Licrguson, «The Salaniinioi of
the Heptaphylai and Sounions. Hesperen, VII (1938}, pp. 45, 71.  The maintenance
of the group crganizations and spirit of the old village and other loca units inte the
fourth century, as exhibited in the history of the gene of the Sounians and the Safa-
minians, must have done much to satsfy the local feeling within the scate.

(3) M. Croiset : Aristaphane et les partis @ Athines (Paris, 1906}, pp. 6-11.
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the ruralite took upon these demagogues. Upon closer analysis this inter-
pretation of the old comedy, as .epresenting a hatred of the simple Attic
countryside against the war mongering and the sophisticated ways of the
Athenians of the city, docs not hold (1),

« Divine Nature gave us the lields, human art built the towns», So
says Varro in the book which he wrote with the intent of proving the eco-
nomic and social value of farming. and of enticing the Italians of his day from
absentee landlordism back to farming under personal management. This is
a contrast between nature and ert, rural scene and cty — mot a value judg-
ment upon the societal advantages of country life and city life. The assumpt-
ion ix 1ommonly made that Greek and Latin literature is full of the contrast
of the simplicity and health of country life s oppused to the suphistivation
and social distempers of urban living. Or the idea may be reversed. City life
produced a type which felt itself, in its greater sophistication ,superior to the
country man, the boor In the extensive literature of antiquity which deals
with primitivism (2) theze is surprisingly little mention of that urban life which
is the outstanding feature of Greco-Roman culture skirting the Mediterranean.
To the primitivists human society had, indced, degenerated progressively in its
passage from the idealized simplicity of the early days of mankind to the days
of carth’s « gradual tabescence », to quote from the talented and thoughtful
Lucretios (3). It was luxury which had degraded mankind. But this luxury of
living is not connected specifically with urban life. No more is its opposite,
the degradation caused by poverty, connected with rural life alone.

The « blameless Ethiopians » {d) were not holy and picus because
they lived in the simplicity of rural surroundings. Nicolaus of Damascus
indeed. distinctly places them in towns with streets {3). In Fack the entire
literature” of primitivism shows a surprising indifference to the setting of its
primitives, whether in cities or in country surroundings. The blessed peopte
of the Sun-state of Iambulus lived in the fields in separate groups which did
not run over four hundred (6),  The Essenes, a small group which lived in
a communal society in Palestine at the time of Jesus, avoided city life because
of its lack of discipline and the contamination of character unavoidably con-
nected with urban living (7).  But the Hypoboreans of Diodotus lived in
cities (B). The fabled ideal land of Meropis contained two immense cities

{1) Sec A. W. Gomme’s article, Aristophanes and Politics in Classical Revies,
L.IT {1938), p. 98. In Acharnians, 33, Dicoevpolis looks out upon the fields, haring
ihe city and longing for his own deme.  But he is 1 [areer, long coeped up in a crowded
city with nothing to do. This is merely the desire for his own life and his own work
in a man tomn up by the roots through the exigencies of wur,

(2) The ideas of the ancient primitivists have been conveniently presented and
discussed by A. O. Lovejoy and George Boas in their Priminvism and Related Ideas
in Antiguity, Baltimore, 1933,

(3) Lucretius, de Rerum Natura 1T, 1162

(4) Homer, Iliad 1, 423,

(5) Nicolaus Damascenus in Stobaeus, Florilegium XLIV 25 (45 in Meineke’s
edition).

{6) Diodorus, Siculus II, 55-60.

{7) Philo, Quod omms probus XI, 4%.

(8) Diodorus, Siculus XI, 15.
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of 2,000,000 inhabitants each (]); and Lucian wrote a parody upon the
Isles of the Blest in which the central unit is a great clty of gold with a wall
of emerald (2).  The Germans, as their forthrightness is compared by Ta-
citus with the sophisticated mores of the degenerate Italians, lived In villages
of disconnected houses — not in cities (3).  Nowhere, however, does Ta-
cltus imply that the absence of urban life among them was a cause of their
moral superiority.

The Romans of the Republic — at least as represented by Cicero —»
were more clear than the Greeks in distinguishing between physical city —
urbs — and the city as political entity — the res publica. If the Roman Senate,
says Cicero, had taken away from Capua its magistrates, its senate and its
public assembly, it would have cut out the nervous system which is the dy-
ramic part of the political unit called a res publica. Oaly an urbs would re-
main (4), To paraphrase Cicero's meaning, a res publica bas a nervous
system, namely, jts political machinery. An urbs has it not.

What depth of feeling between urbanites in the Roman period and men
of the small towas does this actually represent ? How deeply did the small-
town man resent the city 7 Horace may serve us as a type. A townee ol
humble origin, he received his education in the big city. For this boon he was
grateful (5). Always there clung to him an undoubted love for the rest-
fulness of the small town. The wish that his old age may be lived at pleasant
‘Tibur is genuine enough (6). A simple man whom simple things pleased.,
nevertheless Rome was to him the « regal » city, however much empty Tibur
and unwarlike Tarentum pleased him (7). His feeling for the country is
that of the weary sophisticated who lias spent years in the crowded city and
appreciates the restfulness of mall-town life He may talk of the emadness of
the city (8);  bat the growth of cities is, nevertheless, to Horace one of the
factors in the forward movement of man from primitivism to cultured living
(9}). It was the molding liard of dire poverty which made the Roman
heraes of the old days the men that they were It was not country life per’
se {10).

It is the literature of the early Empire which set the fashion of painting
the life of the big city in distressing colors, with its many discomforts for the
peor and the envy aroused in the literaty hangers-on of the rich by their
vulgar exhibitions of « conspicuous waste » on the part of the financdially
fortunate.

In a speech delivered in the Senate in 44 B.C. Cicero illurinated for us,
in one of those flashes of light which are rare in antiquity, the feeling of a

_(1)_8ee the fragment of Theopompus in Jacot Fragmente der Griechischen His-
toriker 11 B, p. 55{:.
(2) Lucian, True Histories, 11, 4-16.
(3) Tacitus, Germania, 16. . A .
(4} Cirero, de lege agraria, 11, 32, sections 88, 90 and particularly in section 91,
nervis urbis omnibus exsectis,
(5) Horace, Satires I 6, 71-78.
(6) Horace, Odes IT 6, 5-8.
(7) Horace, Epistles 1 7, 44-45.
%8) Rabiem, . . . civicam in Odes 111 24.
9) Horace, Satires I 3, 104-106.
(18) Horace, Odes 1 12, 41-44,
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man like Marcus Antonius, Roman born and descended from one of the old
leading political families, for the politicians who haled from the municipalities
of Italy. « You see » — Cicero is speaking to the Senate — « how all of us
are despised who arz from the municipalities. That means all of us, obvious-
ly » (1). Withort doubt there was some feeling of superiority in this limited
group. which Mazrcus Antonius represented, over the sons of the municipali-
ties. ‘This scorn Cicero, mentally alert as he was (2), skillfully turned
against his clumsier opponent.

During the early days of his consulship in 63 B.C. Cicero waged sus-
cessfully before the Roman people fight against a crooked bill called the
Rulian Land Proposal {3). Thcugh he wos fundamentally honest in his
oppositicn to the Rullan Bill, it would be tco naive of us to take Cicero’s
arguments against the bill at their face value. He was hitting straight from
the shoulder not necessarily talking straight from the heart. He was a Roman
politician; and Roman politicians were not exactly ingenuous. He urged his
Roman hearers not to be wheedled into supporting a bill for land assignments
which were agriculturally sterile and situated in an unhealthy locality. When
he contrasted the advantages they already enjoyed through their urban life
in Rome he was calling uvpon arguments which certainly would appeal to his
Roman listeners. « So far as you are concerned, Romans, if you wish to listen
to my advice. keep that possession which you bave — of gracious living, of
freedomn. of the suffrage, of favoured position, of the city, of the forum, of
the games. of festival days, and your other advantages. Do this — unless
perhap you prefer to renounce all these things and the glamor of the father
land to be installed wnder Rullus’ leadership in the arid territory of Sipontum
or in the pestilential area of Salpini » (4),

Such were the advantages of life in the city of Rome, or the sources of
advantuges which could be enumerated in appeal to those inhabitants who
were of its fowest citizen stratum

From the literature of one period, the early Empire, and from a literature
which dealt with one city, we have derived that picture of ancient ucban
life which dominates the vibrant pages of Péhlmann's Uhecvdlkesiing and. in
his wi'ke. has colored most of the present writing about ucbanism in antiquity.
The period was that covered by the Roman rule of the Claudian and Flaviun
dynasties. The city was Rome, the most crowded and the least typical city
in the entire circuit of Mediterranean lands, The outstanding writers in this
genre are three — Lucius Annaeus Seneca, Martial, and Juvenal, The first
two were townsmen from Spain who lived most of their productive lives in
Rome [uvenal may have been Roman born, from the most crowded of its

(1) Cicern, Philippic 111 6, 15. Compare Cirero, pro Publio Sulfa 7, 22 where
he says that he was accused of being the third sforeign kings of Rome.

(2) Mote how skillfully, again in Philippic 111 6, 15, he uses a simple statement of
fact to the derriment of Antony. Antony had stated that the mother of Ocmvianuy
Caesar was from the town of Aricia. Cirero twists this innocent remark into ag in-
tenticnal insult, . :

{3) For an interesting analysis of the Rullan Land Proposal sez M. D. Rostovrzeff,
+Somne Romsan Problemsy, in The Saturday Review of Lirerature, Sept. 26, 1925,

{4) Cirero, De lege agraria 11 T1-72.
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streets, the Subura (1).  Of the three, the poet Juvenal made his living as
an exponent of the straight satiree The other poet - Martial - had made
his reputation by turning the Greek epigram into a Latin polemic-satiric
form. These two were hangers-on of the artificial life of the imperial court
and its satellites. This was a society which harbored nostalgic memories of
the days when to be a Roman resident in Rome still meant freedom to say
what one might wish to say. The earliest of the three, Seneca, was a political
figure of stoic faith, who, without converting himself or anybody else, was
grieved about sin (2). If one desires to read realistic descriptions of an-
cient city lfe one may find thoiw in o phatographic mime of Theoceritus or in
the mumes af Fleraadaw. v e o0nrh, snhont aay Teehng ol wadesty and
siterly without snorahstic inhilevans Ther pictires are ¢redible: but these
ot the Roman satirists arc uot. Lt wa~ the profession of the satirists to cari-
ceture; and the stepils which they ned were faicly constant and unchanging.

The famous third satire of Juvenal is the classic source of most of the
anti-urban diatribe What was it that the supposed city-haters complained
of 7 Of «the thousand perils of the crue! city~. of its fires and the constant
threat of falling houses, and of the poets who gave matinees in August  (3).
(f the necessity for bluff and display if one was to get onward (4). There
is no living to be made by honest skill in any calling in the city (5). But
there is o fiving to be mude by a pleader of cases in Gaul or Africa; and Ju-
venal’s disgnsted Roman urges the lawyer tu go there (6}, In Rome, rent,
jsod and cluthing are hgh {71 The expenditure reguired for clothing
Al Romwe, where ane nuest driws well 1= much higher, for example, than in
Martial's birthplace in Spain where une taga will fast you through four au-
deans (7). The apartments. of Ro - are niany storied and the poor man
st live up under the roof where the coving pigeons lay their eggs (V).
‘The height of the houses is a mutter of constant complaint to Juvenal and
Martial, but the architect Vitruviua cxtols the increase in building height
ut Rome as a senzible method uf furnishing excellent living quarters for an
increasing urban population (10). Pohlmann preferred to follow the whim-
sies or the complaints of the satirists (11). In my judgment it was Vitruvius,
the technician and master-builder, who could better evaluate the population
problem of the city and better assess the soundness of its solution.

(1) Gilbert 1lighet in Trans o) the Smvican Phil. Assoc. LXVIII (1¢37) p. 489,
Lote 5L

(2) See the analysis of Senewa’. charceter, as displayed in his writings, by Rudoll
vou Idelius, Zur Podnduge der reasinoics Rtier i (umich 1911} pp. 13-1Y,

(3) Juvenal, Sawre U1 T Y. Fhe owtier of the falling houses is a literary con-
vention of Juvenal. G Sarires 11, 194 Lor Martial™s satirization of the claque at
atinees sce his Epigrams VI 485 X 10

(4) Juvenal, Satires 11, 105-138. .

(5) ibid. 111, 21-24. Cf the poor living carned b‘y teachers at Rome, #bid. VII
142, 215 ff. -— except by the music tezchers ol rich men'’s sons, ibid. 175-177.

(6) Ibid, 147-149. 3

7) Marital X 96 ; Juvenal 111 165.

8} Marrial X 96, 12.

g {’uvenal III 199 ff. . . .

(10) Vitruvius, de avchirecrura II 17. His Xrt_quse is : poprlus Romanus egregios

haber sine impeditione habitgitones. Cf. Aelius Avistides, Encomiwm Romas Or, XIV,

section 199, whers the sdmiration for the skyscraper+ solution at Rome is evident.
(11) Pohlmann, Uberodlkerung, p. 90.
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Shall we accept or reject an hypothesis emanating from the fertile and
brilliant mind of Rostovizeff which seeks to explaln the military and soclal
crisis of the middle of the third century? It runs to this effect (1). At the
end of the second century the urban dwellers ceased to appear as recruits

in the army (2), The army rosters were now filled with peasants of a
lower cultural niveau, recruited in peripheral provinces — Spain, the Gauls,
Britain, the Danubian provinces and inner Anatolia (3). These former

serfs and coloni hated and wished to destroy the cities. because the cities
harbored as their residents the leading classes .the senators and equestriq,
rapks and the bourgeoisie upon which the imperial power was based  (4).

This is a brilliant attempt to resolve a situation for which no other more
adequate explanation had, as yet; been offered. A priori it runs connter to the
findings of this study which would climinate from the ancient literature, in
large part at least, that city-hatred which customarily has been predicated
as characteristic of the ancient social order. The sources used by the great
scholar, Rostovtzefl, to substantiate the theory are of an carlicr or of a later
date (5); and it is doubtful that they will cstablish. even for their own
fimc, any considerable depth of anti-urban feeling. Aguinst the theory it is
poszible to enter new materials for the peried 20U to 300 AD. deriving. it
is true. from Palestine and Egqypt. Thewe dafe serve to emphasize anew an
vld eomviction, that fiscal pressure from the federal audhiosity af the Fanpine
had gradually spread spward ontib it coverad, wal o ogle Blander ol oo
uomic wrekchedness,  (he peasants of the cavatrysede wnd village. the
lownecs, and the formerly privileged lasses of the itics.

The wmeasure which, in the end, emavted in feqstative concertealion the
cqualizing of cconomic oppression was the Constitution of Caracally (Consti
tutio Antonintana) of 212 A.D. By Caracalla’'s decree most of the free inhin
bitants of the metropoleis and villages throughout the Empire became Roman
citizens. This resulted in these places in the cstablishiment of Councils. selected
by compulsory appointment from the ranks of the local well-to-do. Privileges
and social advantages which had once adhercd only to the Bouleutai {the
Council Members) of these larger cities which had municipal autonomy
were now widely spread to town and country people of the same. or of lower.
ceonomic standing. This extension of privileges sonnds well What it really
meant, however. was the equalization of town and city classes with clisses
of the countryside under an increasingly burdensome personal domination.
Specifically it meant that the well-to-do of the small towns, nov: forced into
the Coundls, were responsible collectively and individually for an amount
of taxes from their town or village district which was previously fixed. The

£1) Restovizett s nled win Ll developed o the M- Befge XXVIL (I923) pp.
233-242 and is incorporated in bis Socwa! und Beonoitic Hisrory of the Roman Fmpiry,
Pp. 443-448 with the data given in notes 63-46 to ¢h. XI oo pp. 627-628.

52) Musée . Belge XXVII p. 239, :

3) fhidem,

(4 Ihid. pp. 240-231 ; Soc. wed Ecowe. History of Rowe p. 133 L

(5) ibid., p. 628 note 7, Rostovezeft relics solely upon Libanius de parrocnans
{or XLVII) which is actually a letter written to the Emperor Iheodosuis somerimes
between 388 and 393 A.D. In the tcxt, p. 446 he mentions also Die Chrysostom in this
connection.  The one is much oo lare, the other much too carly, to serve as adequate
witness to events in the oties of the middie secton of the third cenrury.
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pleasant social distinctions of the Counciflors had long since turned nto
heav; financial burdens.

From the middle of the third century and from the town of Arsinoe in
Egypt we now have a fragmentary court record of a case argued on appezl
before the Roman prefect Aurelius Appius Sabinus {1). To relieve their
own distress the Senators of Arsinoe had attempted to dump a part of their
tax obligations to the state upon some peasants by compelling them to under-
take certain of the magistracies of the town. Counsel for the peasants intro-
duced in evidence a law promulgated by Septimius Severus which foshade
impressment of villagers for metropolitan offices with their liturgical hur-
dens (2). The advorate for the side of the senatars, addressing the Prefoit
then imtrodurcd o mawit ity rejoinder The bivs are worthe of
respect and severence Bol you most indue by giving heed to the deiioen,
of} the Prefects who have had regard for the reeds of the city. T is tHie neerl
of the city which limits the strength of the law » {3).

At a time for which the theory presented by Rostovtzeff would establish
i hatred on the part of the countryside so strung that peasant armies sought
to destroy the cities. we find that the urban communities and the countryside
were united in fact, in a common miscry recognized by both sides. It is only
a little later that Rabbi Johanan of Tiberias in Palestine gave this advice to
men threatened with appeintment to the Scnates of towns and citics: - [f
they have mentioncd you among the [members af the] Senate, the Jordan
shall be thy neighbor (), That wicans. - In such case flee to the [or-
dan v

Who could pt the equabced wrelehedags of cily man and peasant «f
the villages and country wath belter kuowledge, or more succinctly, than
did the Prefect of Egypt in the trial pentioned above, over which he presided
at Arsinoe 7 The argument was preschted that the BEmperor Septimius Sc-
verus had passed the law protecting the peasants frum impressment for fiscal
obligations at a time when thc cities were prosperous. To this the Prefcct
remarked: ¢« The argument based upon prosperity, or the decline of pros-
perity, Is equally valid for the villages and the cities» (5).

(1) The shartered and difficult docwnent, London Papyrus Inventory 2565, was
admirably published by T'. C. Skeat and E. P. Wegener in the Fowrn. of Egypiian Ar-
chacolpgy XXI1 (1935) pp, 224-247. Bricf references and interpretations of the docu-
ment will be found in Jxrom;que d'Egypte, 1938, pp. 359-361 by H. Idris Bell ; and
by Paul Koschaker in Zeitschrift der Savignystiftung fir Revhisgeschichte, Rom. Abt.,
IEE{VIII {1938) p. 358. note 2. .

(2) P. Lond, Inv. 2565, lincs 82-83 in Faurn. Bgype. Arch. XXI p. 232

3) Ibid. lines 83-87. )

4) Palestinian Talmud, Mocd Katan II 81 b. Rubhi Johanan dicd in 277 A1,
T am indebted to my friend Professor Salo Baron for this relerence,

(5) Literally trunslated his words were @ «The argument of prosperity, or of Lhe
g{h}a{nlge ﬁ2'o31:§ prospetitys. I'. Lead, Inv, 2365, lines 99-102, in Journ, Egypt. Arch.

P. .





