§. BEQPHYTOS AND THE END OF DYZANTIRE RULE IN CYPRUS

BY

O.H.E. Khs., Burmester

Few, indeed, must e the visitors to the Island of Cyprus who, in the
course of their atay there, huve not henrd of the Monastery of S. Neophytoy,
for it {= one of the Byzantine monastie institutions for which the Island is
justly famed. Situated, as it {8, in lovely mountainous surroundings, (1} at
8 distanes of phout six miles from KtCGmn, the principat town of the Paphos
District, this menastery can be casily reached hy ear, and it well repuys a
visit, for It 1s a world in itself — the world of Byzaotine monasticism. If its
hospitahle inmates arc conversant with the cvents of the world outside,
nevertheless, their manner of lifc and their customs savour of bye-gone nges,
and, indeed, are regulated by rules laid down by the founder of the monaog-
tery, 5. Neophytos, some seven hundred and fifty years ago.

Once inside this micrecosm, the visitor is filled with o sensc of perce
ond rcpose — u fecling of otherworldliness, whereby, though it he hut for
a short time, he 18 velleved of the carking cares of dally life, nnd is thus
hotter ahle to view things in their true prospective, sub speeir  ustornitatis.
Morrover, 1T he he privileged to assist at 2 monastic office on n fenst day,
he will renlise more clearly thut it is through Byzantine forms of worship
that the splendonr of eternity Dbreaks into the reality of to-d*v, »nd thnt the
worshipper is borne uleft into the sphere of the invisible and the cter-
nal.

It is of the founder of this monastery, his weork. and the stnte of
Cyptus at the time in which he lived, that the present article deals. The
period in guestion 1s the twelfth ecentury, and it is one which was fraught
with danger for the Ncar East, for, by the beginning of this century the
decline of the Byzantinc Empire had definitely set in, and the West profiting
by this, made an attempt to cstablish her supremacy over the lands washed
by the waters of thc Eastern MeditcrTanean, The final rupture hetween
East and West in the realm of religlon, In A.D. 1034, created definite hos-
tility betweca the Byzantine Empire and the Latn Kingdoms, and o Cru-
sade to reeapture those lands lost by the Byzantine Empire, wna institu-
ted. This military capedition had ns its originnl objectite Egypt and Salah
ed-Din, but Venlec the conrelling spirit of the Fourth Cruszade, contrived
to diver{ it ngainst Constantinople, for she realised that by the destruetion
of the Byzantine Empire she would become supreme in the commercial
world.

Cyprus at this tlme still formed part of the Byzantine Empire, nnd
was ndministered by Byzantinc officlals with a duke ns governor who was

1) &ec Plate 1.



appointed by Constantinople. The social and cconomie conditions were, how-
ever, extremely bad owing to the oppressions and extortions practizsed by
these officinls. Nicolas Mouzaldén who resigned the Archiepiscopel See of
Cyprus in A.D. 1110, having {failed to obtain redress for the Injustices
committed by the sald officials, states in a poem which he composed, that
the Inhabitunts of the Island were reduced to utter misery; those who
could net pay the taxes were fortured, mor were the clergy cxcmpted, for
bishops were hunged and deacons sent to the galleys. He gaes on to say
that he saw this lovely islund like a king's dwughter ali glorious within
this blessed islund no island of the blesscd, this Elysian ficld the home of
a wretched people, girt round by streams of the sca, but oppressed within
hy uncscapable misfortuncs; its inhabitants inore wreiched thnn Tantalos (1},
reaping, bul cating not (oh, vain Iabour ), gothering grapes, hut  drinking
oot {oh, bitier told 1Y ¢2),

IL was inte such conditions w: these that 8. Ncophytos was bhorn in
the year A.D. 1134, but if these conditions were bad, yot was he to see still
worse iltg befall lus belaved land, eulminating in its final separation from
the Byzantine Empire. Iis hirth-place was Leucara which to-day is in  the
district of Larnaca, bul at {hat time halonged to the district of Amathos.
Amethos was the seut of a bishop down to the twelfth century, and under
the dukes of Cyprus it was thelr official place of residcoce. However, Dy the
twelfth century, this ciiy  hizd lost its position. owing to the growing im-
portence of o wew Lown, Neapolis, which wns kiter terned Nemesos, anrd
finaily became called Lomesos, wideh pessessed o much belter road-stead for
shipping.

5. Neophylos way ane of eight brothers ond siuters, wud sinee his pa-
rents were poor, thoy wor: unable to give him any school eoncafion, and thus
he grew up without u Knowledge of reading aind writing, Up to his cighlecnth
year 3. Ncophytos was  rmployed in wgricultucal labour, st which time,
however, his parents balrothed him to local girl, and made preparations
for an carly marringe. This did rot, however, appeal {o 8. Neophytes, and
he fled secretly from his parents' house to Lhe Blonastery of S. John Chry-
sogtom which iz sltualed oan Mt Koutsoveniiz in the Kyrenia mountaln
range, where he wizhed Lo rotire {rom  the warld and  to devole himself to
religion. For two monun, his parents scarched the Islund for him before
they discovered him in his monastic relreat. After much entreaty, he was
at length persusded to obsy his parents’ wishes, ond he relurned home with
them, The desire to lead ithe mopartic life waus, howcever, 8o sirong thal he
again managed 10 avoid the jroposed mearizge, and he then returied to  the
same monastery wiere e was admitted us 2 novice. Since he was unlet-
tered, he was given work in the vineyards at « locelity called « Stoupes -,
and these laboura he performed during Lhe next five years. During this time
of probation. however. e Laught himsell how to rcod and to write, and such
was his diligence  and persoverancs  in study that he was able to commit to
memory the entire Pgalier. At the end of this period, he was promoted to
the office of assistant sacristua ¢3) which he performed for the next two
years.

“At this lime there was a growing penctration of Cyprus by the
western bations, as mey be seen from the grant of commercinl privileges

1) Tealdvizss: ndvovat 2z w59 Trvginam

2) Ol Sophiz I. Doanidou, ‘H mapafinoi; Nwedden o0 Movidlwves
in  C“Elinvied, VIL 1924, vu. E67 f.

3} Mapexxdyodpyys.



io the Venelians given in A.D. 1148 by the RBRyzaptine Emperor Manuet
Comnencs. Shortly before A.D. 1158, that is to say, about the time when
8. Neophytos becam~ asaistant sacrlstan, Cyprus wes invaded by a czrtain
Renaud de ChéAtillon, a Freach adventurer. The invnders defeated the for-
¢ces of the then Duke of Cyprug, John Comnenos, a nephew of the Emperor
Manuel, and teok the Duke prisoner. They lhen raveged the Island, plun-
dering am_ buraing towns and churches, sind rultitating the mhdbimms both
lay wna ceclesiastical, In AD, 1188 a further disaster befell Cyprus in the
shape of raida by the Egypitan fleet, in which many prisoners and booty
were carrled oft. Among the prisoners was the brother of the Cuke who,
nfter haviag been well received by the wazir of Bgypt, wus then sent with
honour to the Emperor Manuel at Constantinople.

In these troubled and uncertnin {imes it is not surpricing that men
shauldl have turned their thoughis to the p2ace nnd security of monastic
life which could be sccurcd in monasteries built in rembdte and socluded
places in the mountains. indeed, it is to this perlod that there is assigned
the foundation of two umous moncsteries in Cyprus that of Cliry:orrho-
giastissa in AD. 1132, and that of Macherns by 5. Nilcs in A.D, 1172

The desire to lcad the solitary life of an anchorite caused 8. Neophy-
tos to set out on o journey to Palestine ,where he hoped to find some hermit
.or remote locality in which to establish himself. After u six monihs' search
whicly praved fruitless, he returned to Cyprus and took up his abode wguin
in the Monastery of 8. Johg Chrysostom. Not long afterwurds, 8, Nuophy-
tos agnin sct out on travel, and this time to go to Lhe fumous monsastic cen-
tre on Mt. Latros which is not for from Milctos In south-west Axin Minor,
On reaching Puphoy from where he evidently intended to take ship to Asia
Minor, he was arrested by the horbour guards as a fugitive slave, and cast
into prison, pending an enguiry about him. Forbunately, =ome eharitabie
people intervetied on hig bebalfund ite was releasced,but as his passige-monay
consisting of 1wo coins sewn in hig clothes had been stolen from him, he was
compelled to abandon his project of gouing to Mt Latro:, Nothing daunted,
4. Neophytos get out io explore the wooded hillis nbove Paphos for o sutioble
place in which to establish himself as a hermit,

-On June 24ih, A.D. 1159, 8. Neophytos found o cave in a hill-side at
n distance of about six miles from Kt&ma, and decidid that the locality
would meef with his requirement. This cave which hod lhitherto been, as
he terma it, the vestlng-place of birds ¢2) he found particularly sultable
for g love of quietneea {2), and he set nbout at once excavating it und en-
larging it, This done, he hewed out of the rock a tomlb for himsclf agalast
Lhe day of hls deall:, and he also constructed an olter which he dedicated to
the Holy Crosg, since it was completed on September 14th. of the foliowing
year, This retreat 8. Neophytos called the New Sion, though, afterwards, it
became more genernlly known by the name Enkleistra, that Is to gay, the
Enclosed (3). There is only one recorded instance of 5. Neophytos having
left this retreat, and thls was in the year A.D. 1164, when he set out in
guest of o plece of the True Croas.

The fame of the samctity of 8. Neophytos soon epread, and in the
year A.D, 1166, he wns persuaded by the then bichop of Paphos to aceept n
diselple, and thus to becomte the head or a coenobitiec commuuity on which
the hishop hestowed certaln endowments, Four ycars later, in AD, 1170,

1) ‘Upgvitwy évinavia,
-8} dudouyes Epue.
8} See Plate II.
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8. Neophytos was ordained priest, and from now on, others desirous of tha
ascetic lfe came fo jain him, and by the year A D, 1183, the Enklcistrn was
completcd together with part of its mural dacorntidos. For his monastic
community 3. Neophytos composed a Ritual Ordinance in which he laid down
the rules to be cbserved by the monks. Of this Ritual Ordlnance there seema
to heve been three versions, the first written in A.D. 1167, the sccond, in A.Th
1189, and the third, in A.D. 1209 (1),

The year A.D. 1144 was g momentouz date in the hislory of Cyprus,
for it wag In that year thai Isaac Duhkas Coinncnos, 8 great ncphew of the
Emperor Manuel I, appearcd in the Island with forged letters of appolnt-
ment o3 a governor or Katapan of Cyprus. Having becn accepted as Duke,
Isaac spon showed himself a veritnble despot and on oppressor of the in-
habitants of the Island. A vain attempt was made by the Emperor Isaac 1I
Angelos to buy off this rebel, nrd later, o fleet wasg sent agalnst him, but it
way defeated, und Isaac Comnenos waos left! in undisturbed posscsasion of
Cyprus till A.D. 1191,

With regard to the choracter of Isaac Dukas Combenos, the general
opinlon ia that he was a thoroughly bad man, an opinion which was also
held by S. Neophytos, for in n very importent letter of his, entitled «Concer-
ping the misfortunes of Cypruss (8), he #tated that Isanc ruled Cyprus for
Seven ycuars, and not only utterly despolled the land, and harassed the lives
of ils rich men, but every day he houndcd and oppressed its nobles, 50 thal
ull Bved in distress, and sought by any means they might to proteet them-
selves against him. In conncction with Isaac Comnenos, Michae! the Syrian
supplies us in hls Chronicle with a very interesting picce of information, for
Lic stntes that Isaac compelled the Greek bishops to institute a patriarch
in opposition to the Occumenicul Patriarch of Constantinople, and that this
patrlurch crowned him cmperor, and remained in office till the Island was
ciptured by Richard I, King of England (3).

This was the sceond nttempt o create n nationral patriarchate oui-
side the four patrinrchates of Apostolie foundation. 'The first attempl to
creute o nuatlonal patriarchate independent of Constantinople oucurred in
A.D, 924, Symeon, the ruler of Bulgaria, had been at war with the Byzon-
tine Empire, but failed to eapture the Imperial City which, however, he
actually besioged. On abandening hi=s milltary opcrations against the Em-
pire, Symeon assumed an imperiul title, Basileus or Tsar, and at the same
time declared his Church indcpendent of the Oscumenical Patriarch of Cons-
tuntinople, and raised his Archbishep to the rank of Patriarch. This indepen-
dent Bulgarian Patriarchute Insted down to A.D, 1018, when the Byzuntine
Emperor Basil II the Bulgar-sluyer, conquered Bulguria and unnexed the
territory to the Byzuntine Empire. In the cuse of both Bulgarie and Cpprus,
the setiing up of o patrinrchate independent of Constuntineple was  not
due to any differcnce in theological opinlons, but was made on purely politi-
cal grounds. At the times in question it was an established custem for the
Occumenical Potriarch of Constantinople to assist in the coronation service
of 8 new emperor of the Byzantine Empire, nnd therefore, a« ruler who

1} For the Greek tezt, cf. Kyprianos, Tumxy) Avkrafy Neogdiov 160
‘Evzdsictou  , Vemdce, 1779, and jor the English transiation, cf. E.H.
Freshfleld and F.H. Warren, ¥The Ritual Ordinance of Neoghiytos» in
Archaeology vol. XLVII, 1881,

2) Cf. C.D. Cobhom, Excerpta Cypria, Nicogia, 1895. pp. 10-13.

3} Cf. Acad, des Inser. et Helles-Lelives, fasc. i, p. 02: «Jl se révolla
contre 'empereur de Coustantiople, russembdla les duéques grecs et leur
ordonna d'instituer «n patriarche qui saera empereur ce Comndneh, sléy



wished to assume an lmperial titfe end to preclaim his independence of the
Byzantnce Empire, naturally strengittencd his posilon considerably, if he
were able to have himself ¢crowned in the same way /s the emperors at Cons-
tantinople. Sinece, of courss, the particlpation of the Oecumenical Patriarch
in such & coronation was out of the ghestion, the only aitermative was to
create o nationat Patrloreh who would perform the some service for the
national rualer.

Such, then, wys the state of Cyprus nt the beginning of the Third
Cruande, Mow it must e borne in mind that at thia time the only impertant
places heid by the Chiistiang in the neighbourheod of Polestine were Tyre,
Antioch ard Tripolis. In consequence of this, Cyprus must have appeared to
the Crusuders as n most valuable base for operations agalnst Palesvtune.
could they but gel it into their pessession. Isaae Dukuas Compenos was cer-
tainly nware of this, but as subsequent events showed, his defences were
worthless, and his {yrannicul rule Jost him the support of his subjects.

On April 10th, A.D. 1101, Richard I, King of Englind, set sail with
n fleet from AIessina for Syrin, nnd one of the ships carried his sister Joanpa,
Queen of Sicily, and his betrothed, Bergengaria, duughter of the King of
* Navarre. In o storm ih: ships beeame separatcd, and three of them found
their way to L.emesos, where two of them were wrecked. Isaoc who had hod
warning of the passage of the Crusaders, forbade the landing of the
Franks, and those who escaped from Lhe wrechs he took prlsbner and ill-
treated. This was a grave ecvor not only from a humanitarian point of view,
but niso iror A teeticsl ono, a5 subaeqient ovents showed. Rezalising, pro-
hably, that the Crussiders nuelt attempr an invasion of Cyprus, Iaiac
hurriedly threw un deferces on the heaeh, and at the same time tried to en-
ttee the two royal ladies nshore, whase ship had esenped from heing wrecked.
His intentim ~ims to have ben to ho!'d them az hostages, but this they un-
derstood and vefus~l to land, acking only to he nllowed to tuke in water,
but this Ishc:e vefused Lo them, He then atlempted to seize their vessel, but
it promptly put out Lo seqn, and ut Lhis mement Richuard I arrived from Rhodes
with the reminder of his fleet, 'Uhis occurred on May Gith, AD. 1191, o dute
i fatal for Cyprus as thed of May 28th, AL, 1453 was for Constantinople.
How hopelessly imiddequate the milithry defenee of Cyprus must have
been ot this time, aod how unpopular the usurper, is clearly shewn by the
fuct that as spon us Isae saw Richard's forces landing, he cvacunted Le-
mesos and retired wilh his coldiers to Kilani in the bills. Richard [ was na-
turnlly welcomed by the Lostin merchants of Lemesos, and three days later,
Isaue cume down 1o o canfere-nce with Richard at which he agreed to send
a hody of 200 men wilh the Crusaders, and to allow provisioas to he purchuyed
in the Is¥and without payment of dues, and to lcave his duughter in the
king's handa a5 hostige, bug he stated that he hitnsclf could not join in the
Crusade in person, us, it he were to leave Cyprus, the Emperor of Constan-
tinople would dispute his right to the Islund. This, of courae, would have
been the cosc, hod the Emperor been in n positlon to do at the time: but
what is far more likely is that Isaac feared the loyaly of his own subjects far
“more than anything that Constantinople might be ahle to do. In any case,
Isaac almost immediatcely repented of his terms for he returned secretly nat
night to Kolossi from where he sent a letter to Richard ordering him to leave
the Island without delay. Thereupon Richard at once ottacked Isaac’s camp
and captured it with o considerable amount of booty, though Isaac himself
escaped. A second engagement took phace, so it is said at Tremithoussia
where Isaac was ogain defeated. He hlmself escaped and fled, so it seems,
first to the Castle of Kuntura r2j, hut from there he retired to the Castle of
Buftavento where he eventually surrendered, The booty seized by Richard

1} Bee Plale It
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was cnormous, and the people nre suid to have yielded up half of their pes-
gegslens {n return for which Richard confirmed fo them by charter the laws
ahd Institutions which had been granted to them by the Emperer Manuel
Comnenos. Frankish garrlsons replaced, however, the Greek ones through-
out the Island.

On June Sth. A.D. 1191, Richnrd ssiled away from Cyprus for Syrin
with his army, leaving a governor to mannge the affaira of the Island. Ac-
cording to the author of the Gesle Regis Henrici I, ete., the Greeks and the
Armenians who had not aecepted the peace, immediatly on Richard's depar-
ture set up for themscelves n new minperor in the perzon of a monk who was

- kinsman of iz, Theroupon, che represeatalive of Richard nssembled an
armiy nnd joincd battle with the new cimperor whom he defeated, took pri-
soner aod hanged.

In the sume year Richard s0ld the Islapd for 200,000 pounds of gold to
the Knights Tomplar, These, however, unable to hold the Tsland begped Ri-
chid bt next yoar to take it boaek on the game terms as hie had sold i
Richard, howwever, wus 8ot propar-d o resiore the Inoney which e hnd re-
ceived, nnd parswnded Guy de Lus'gnan 1o aequire the Island. It thus eanme
about thit Cypeus poszed into the hands of the Pranks, and remained under
the rule of the Lusignun Dynasty from A.D. 1192 to 1437,

Tour yeara later, What fs to say, in AD. 1106 S. Neophytos wrote a
brief account of the happeningg in Cyprus uader Isace Dukas Comncunas in
n letter which he entitled « Conecrning the misfortunes of Cypruss (£} to
which wr have alrecdy referred. In iy condemnalion of Isane Dukns Com-
nenas and Richard 1, & Neophyios is most definitely impartial, for he des-
cribes the former ax o despih r of the i nd and an oppressor of its nobless,
and the Latier. as ¢ o wicied 620 wreteh, » His  judgment of the Cursu-
ders in general wees that they were wolves which, indeed, they proved them-
selves to be, Cight yeurs Lider, when they sseled andd pitlapged Constantinaple
durings three divy =, .

On gecount af the faome of biz enngtily, crowdd of visitora began Lo visit
8. Neuvphytos, wnd as lue pesee wig thus disturbed, the saimt deelded in AD.
1191 to retire {0 anore maccessie retrent, and to this cnd he hewed out of
the roek above the Enkictstra @ new cell to which nceess could be had only
by means of « ladder. It was during this worly, on Janumry 24th, that 8.
Neophytas narrowly cictped death from a piece of fulling tock. This event
is yeurly cooumemorated af the Monastery in n special service, From this
new retreat the saint descended onty on Sundays to instruct hig disciples,

- The exact date of the death of 8. Neophytos is not known, but it pro-
bably occurred nfter AD. 1214 in which yenr he would huve heen cighty
years old, The day, hawever, i3 known, namely, April 12th,, but as this date
usually falls in Lent, the commmemoration of the death of the salnt has been

transterred to Januwary 24th. In aecordunce with his instructions, S. Neophy-
tes was buried in the tomb which he himself had hewn out of the rock in
the cave of the Enkilelstra. Durlng the Frankish perjod (A.D. 1192 - 1571),
the position of the tomb wus certuinly known, since the Chronleler Leontios
Makhuiras (middle of 14th. ccatury to the first decade of the 15th., century)
speaks of it in his work, where ic says : ¢ his (Neophytos') tomb is there
and is a source of miraclcs. (3), und likewise, Staffano Lusignano (16th.

i) Cf. page 4.

2) CAkitfiaer,

3) Cf. RA. Dawking, Leantios MaThairas, Chronicle, vol. I. p. 39, Ozford,
1932, »al glve § sdwe; ten sl wad 3pda dadpata. ’
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century). when speaking of tlie Enkleistra, snys: & where his {Neophytod’)
body may be seen quite intnct, and works great mivacless (1)

On the Turldsh occupation of Cyprus the tomb waos sealzd up and a
fresco painted over the opening, the beiter to conceal it. Thus it remained
untl A.D, 1750, when it wag accidentally. discovered in the following cir-
cumastences. A monk of the Monastery, under the impression that there was
a hidden treasure in the recesses of the cave of the Enkleistra, went one night
to attempt to find it and managed to break into the tomb of the soint. When.
however, he tried to ralse the covering of the tomb, he was mysteriously
struck down insensible. On comling to his senses, the monk went at once to
the hegoumenos of the Monastery and confessed what he had done. When
morning came, the hegoumenos #nd nall the monlks went in a body to the En-
klcistra, where they found the tomhb open, and inside it n wooden hox. Wher
ihe lid of tdis had been ralsed, there was revealed the body of §5. Neephytos
in n perfect state of preservation and girt with the choins which hic hnd worp
during his lifctime.The relics were the' removed to the monastic church where
they were despogited in a shrine ¢€J) which now stands nat the enst ecnd of
Lhe left aigle. The head of the saint, however, was pliaced jn a silver religuary
which stands on a desk in front of the eiconostasis,

In A.D. 1631, the hegoumncnos of the Moenastery made o successful  at-
tempt to free the Monastery from ihc interfereuce hy the hizhops of Paphos
in whose diocese it is situated. He succceded in obtaining a sigillum issued by
Cyril Laukaris the then Qecumenteal Patriarch of Counstnntinople, and by s
Synod and counter-signed by the then archbishop of Cyprus, wherby the Mo-
nistery became an independent and self- gnverning monastie  institutlon, in
other words. en imperial and stiuropegise innnastery, with no other obligniion
than to pray dally for the archbishops of Cyprus.

Thougsr the lterary works of 5. Neorhytes are, ns is Lo bhe expeated.
minly theologzical, we have, however, from  his pen the important letter on
contemporary event in Cyprus to which we have already referred. as well as
a trentise on earthquakes (3} and a Ritual Ordinance. The former work. wa=
moct prohably inspired hy o very disasterons earthauide which occurred
white 5. Neopliylos wos hewing cut the Bnkleistra. The =saint’s opinion ns to
the cause of carthquokes is quaint and sworth mentioning. It is that, when
men sin, God looks down on the ecarth sternly, and ¢reation, unkble to bear the
awiul and wrathful gaze of the Crealor, trembles and shnkes. As regards the
Ritual Ordinance, (4} or Rule, which 8. Neophytos composed for his Mo-
nastery. it is interesting to note that in it the =aint Inys down that Lthe num-
her »7 093ks at the Monastery shall not exceed ciminteen, since experience had
Liaght him thuat it was difficult Lo maini:in Mscipline apd Lo ensure qiictness
with n larger numher. He moreover racluded from the preeinety of his Mo-
ngsfery women nnd female animals f5). In this, however, S. Neophytos wus
merely reaffirming the rule 1nid down by Lhe monnstic reformer S. Plate of
the carly ninth century who was hegoumecnos of the Saccoudion on Mt. Olym-
pus. S. Plato in hls turn was merely reinstating an nncient practice. It would
appear that the excluzlon of female anlmals from monasteries was not or-

1) Cf. Steffano Lusignano, Chronograffia, p. 250, done cyli & sepellilo e vi 88
vedo i corpo futio inticro, e fa gran miracoli.

2) Sece Plate IV.

3) Cf. Delehaye, «Oratio de terras meolibusy in Anal. Bolland. vol. XXV,
1907, pp. 207-18,

4} CF note (1) pags 4.

5) This rule is no longer observed, and ludies may stay ab the Manastery a3
guests.
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dained primatlly oh groufids of snfeguardlog the morality of the mouks, but
rather from a desire to protect them from the temptutlon to {ncrease their
reventies by trading. There had been cxamples in more thaon one mon:istery
of cattle breeding which had noturally necessitated the housing of lay ser-
rants within the walls of the monastery. Asg the number of cottle often excec-
ded the requirements of the monistery, cattle dealers had Lreen attracted to
the monastery with a view to purchasing the superfluous stock, and as n re-
sult the monks had been tempted to take too much interest in worldly nffairs,

MS9. of the works of 8. Neophytos arc found in n number of libraries
in Europe; in Grecee, nt Athen and in certain monasteres. in Frange, ot the
RBibliotheéque Nutionste at Daris, in Spatn, ot Medrid, and in Scotinnd, at E-
dinborough.

The Enklelstra consists of two caves. The first is in the form of a chapel
with nave, senctunty nnd nlter, and the second which mensures eleven feet hy
eight, formed the derelling-pfoaz of the saint, incwhich may % ceea a yock-
hewmn Lable and soot at which he winriied. In o reesss of thtz =~rand enwe dia
the ecmpty rock-hewn tomb of the «oinl, To the rioht of theass 1wa £ v there
is a third which i roghedd by 2t aerraw pathe b aofactueaiely {Ls Trecenes
arc domaged and hizc'tcred by e ook of fives which st e preiod were
lit in it

The {resraes of (e fivsd ol seeond coves sre ina gem] =tile 6f preser-
vation, nnd gre cxecliont examples of Byannline avt of ikwe period, They nre
of various dates, the oqrliest which partrays B Neaphyving iv diied AD, 1183
ond was exceuted Wy the pointer Thondorus Apsaudds whom the =ent emiplo-
ved to decprate *he Enkietsten, IT we exeent  {he ninth copinry freoen qu the
chapel of 8. Solovnend at Parhrs, nnd the freccorz of the Chore® of the Vir-
gin at Astpon which, on the ¢vidanoe of an ioseription. are arsigived to AD.
1106, certain of the maral piatines of the Enldok.iry cre the -~ 1ivst speei-
mens of Byzantine frescoes in Cyprus ¢7), Bosiden Ritieal geen-s, thwes fres-
coed portray alse all the rame Gnportsat anchovite: ond pana=ic Gleis, in-
cluding a number {rom Egvpl, for examole, 85, Anvoay, AMoeor s Amaoun of
Nitrin, Pachomius, Doanial of Soecete, Meise, elc.

About a hundv A y5rds from the foat of the elHE in which {he Hakleiss
trar {8 hewn out, there pre t8ae Imiliings of the peesoat Ao < soy, These are
in the shape of # gu-dranpic. oar sld~ of which is formed hy the mounstic
church., A covered gallery runs round the Inside af the upper storey of the
monastic huildings (27, which contaia o reception room and lihravy, o refec-
tory, guest chambers and some of the mopka' cclls, From this gallery n mnst
beautlful view can be obtailped of the surrcundings, wooded hillsides which
slope gently down to the bluo waters of the Meditervannan S~ The pozition
of the Monastery from the point of view of climnate, is ideal, for it i5 sheltercd
from thie cold winds of winter by the surroundings hills, and its height. cirea
1000 feet above the sea-level, insures to it a cool nnd exhitarating fempernture
during the heat of summenr.

The monastic church /37 is a large, well-huilt edifice which dotes most
probably from the firat half of the fiftecnth century, and scoms to have been
crected ot the commaong of Helenu Palaeolozia, Quern of Cypirus (A, 1442
1458).-It Is in the form of basilica with a single dome and thirec aisles. The
vaulted roof is supported by columns, three obn ecach side of the nave. These
columns arc crowned with capitals decorated with curious, thin scapthus lea-

1) For these mural puintings, cf. G.A. Sotirion, Ta Bulavmwva Mwypzia
<7ic Kbngou, I, Athens, 1935.

B) See Plale V.
3) Bee Platg VI and VII.
3} See Plate VIII.



ved. The walls of the church show Temaing of frescpes which may pe uEsigned
tu two periods. Those in the apse which depict the Principa) Churen Fatherg
f1), appear to date from the Bixteenth cenlury, whilst those on the vaultlng
of the north afsie are earlicr, »

The Llbrary pf the Monastery Possesseg fiye foliog of g mnBuseript of
work by 8. Neophytos. and rlsp ap Intercsung and rare example of 5 Wooden
Antimension {8} which bears the date A.D, 1686 ¢3).

The Monastery hag Property in g Rumber gf villages in Cyprus, ag ‘well
es g Depcndency (Metokhion) at the village ar Akhelln, The tuttivation of cy.
Tobs eonvtitutey N {mportant BaUree gr revenue for the Monasl.ery. There arg
at present twelve monks including the hegoumenos at the Monastcry.

Honastery of S. Neophytas

e

1} Seg Plate vy,

E) Bee pig te IX, .

3) For Parliculars nf this wonden .‘!nh'-men.tian. cf. 0.H.E il'urmesr?r, g
J!onaatery of 8. Nenyp Litos, Paphog, Cupruss ip Eastern Chireheg Queng-
terly vof, Vil p. 18,
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The Enkleistra

Plare III

.

The Castle of Kantara
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Plare IV

Skrine of 5. Neopliytos

Plate }

Quadrangle of Vanastery
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Byzanting Monastic Church The Eicoanstasis
Plate VIII Plase I

Mural Paintings in the Adpse n Antitnension



