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tu two periods. Those in the apse which depict the Principa) Churen Fatherg
f1), sppear to date from the Bixteenth cenlury, whilst those on the vaultlng

The Llbrary pf the Monastery Possesseg fiye foliog of n MaBuseript of 5
work by 8. Neophytos. and rlsp ap Intercsung and rare €xample of 5 Wooden
Antimension {8} which bears the date A.D, 1686 ¢3).

The Monastery hag Propetty in g Rumber gf villages in Cyprus, ag ‘well
es q Depcndency (Metokhion) at the village or Akhelln, The tuttivation of cg.
Tobs convtitutey N {important Bauree gr revenue for the Monasl.ery. There arg
at present twelve monks including the hegoumenos at the Monastcry.

Honascery of S. Neophytas

e

1} Seg Plate v,

2) Bee Plate Ix, ]

3) For Parliculars nf this wonden .‘!nh'-men.tian. cf. 0O.H.E il'urmesr?r, e1ig
J!onaatery of 8. Neny Litos, Paphog, Cuprugs ip Eastern Chireheg Queng-
terly vof, Vil p. 18,
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dained primarlly on groufids of snfeguardlng the morality of the mouks. but
rather from a desire to protect them from the temptotlon to inerease Lheir
reventics by trading. There had been cxamples in more thaon one mon:astery
of cattle breeding which had noturally pecessitated the housing of lay ser-
rants within the walls of the monastery. Ag the number of cottle often exeec-
ded the requirements of the monastery, eattle dealers had lLreen attracted ta
the monastery with a view to purchasing the superfluous stock, and as & re-
sult the monks had been tempted to take too much intcrest in waorldly offates.

MS8. of the works of 8, Neophytos arc found in n number of libraries
in Europe; in Greeee, nt Athen and in certnin monasterices. in Frange, ol the
Bibliothégue Nullontle atl Daris, in Spatn, ot Medrid, and in Scotinad, ot E-
dinborough,

The Enklclstra conyists of two caves. The first Is in the form of a chapel
with nave, senctuary nnd alter, and the second which mensurces eleven feet hy
eight, formed the deselling-phe-ac of the saint, incwwhich may %0 cecil a rock-
hewn Lable and sent at which he winrlied. In o reecss of thits <oennd envee dn
the cmpty rogli-brwsin tomb of the «oinl, To the it of thasr va r ver there
i3 a third whirh &5 rochedd by o aerrow path, b aafecluraieiv ils receaes
arc domaged aned hizcitcred by the smsfie of fires which st cenee prriod were
it in it

The {reseaes af 11 ¢ fir<t onid seeond cowves vre in a womd stole 6f prover-
vatlon, and are execliont examples of Byzntine art of ihe poriod. They nre
of various datces, the eirliest which partrays 5. Neoaphying ix diied AD, 1183
and was exceuted Wy the prnter Thondarus Apevdes whoam the =fnt emnplo-
yed to decgrite *he Enkletsten, If we cxeent  ihe nirth contepy freoen jn the
chapel of 8. Solevnené at Parhns, nnd the freecoes of the Chuere of the Vir-
gin at Astnoun which, on the cvidance of an inscription. are ar< mired to AD.
110G, certain of the maral poiatines of the Enldoh.iry cre the ~ mivst speai-
mens of Byzantine fresencs in Cyprirs £7), Basiden Biienl geen-s, tTwes fres-
coes portray alse all the raxe Gnportsat sauchorite: end mna=ie Gnleis, in-
cluding A number [rom Z=zvpl, for examnle, 85, Anveay, Moeor s Amoun of
Nitrin, Pachoniing, Dasnis) of Seeie, Mrise, el

About o hundv d y5rds from the foot of the elHE in which {he Haklicis-
tri is hewn out, there prre (he Imildings of the pres at ATenr < sy, These are
in the shape of # gu dranpic. one slid~ of which f= formicd by the moeuastic
church, A covered gallery runs round the inside of the upper storey of the
monastic huildings ¢27, which contain a reception room and lihrary, o refee-
tory. guest chambers and somc of the monks' cclls. From this gallery n miost
beautiful view can be obtained of the surroundings, wooded hillsides which
slope gently down to the blug waters of the Mediterranean S-~» The porition -
of the Monastery from the point of view of climnte, is idenl, for it 15 sheltered
from the cold winds of winter by the surroundings hills, and its height. cirea
1000 feet above the sea-level, insures te it a coal nnd exhifarating temperature
during the heat of summenr.

The monastic church 73} is o large, well-lullt edifice which dotes mnost
probably from the first half of the fiftecnth century, and scoms to have been
crected ot the commond of Helenu Palaeologia, Quern of Cyprus (A, 1442
1458).-It i3 in the form of basilica with a singlec dome and thirec aisles. The
vaulted roof is supporied by columns, three on each side of the nave. These
columns arc crowned with capitals decorated with curious, thin scacthus lea-

1) For these mural puintings, cf. G.A. Sotirion, Tz Bulavzwva Mwypzia
<7ic Kbnpev, I, Athens, 1935.

g} See Plate V.
3} Bee Platg V1 and VII.
4) See Plate VIII.



century). when spealing of {liec Enklelstra, snys: ¢ where his (Neoplytos’)
body may be seen quite intact, and works great mivacless (1)

On the Turkdsh cccupation of Cyprus the tomb was sealaed up and a
fresco painted over the openlng, the beiter to conceal it. Thus it remdined
untl A.D, 1750, when it way eccidentally discovered in the following cir-
cumatences. A monk of the Monastery, under the impression that there was
a hidden treasure in the recesses of the cave of the Enkleistra, went one night
to attempt to find it ond managed to break into the tomb of the snint. When.
however, he tried to ralse the covering of the tomb, he was mysterigusly
struck down insensible. On comlng to his senses, the monk went at once to
the hegoumeno3 of the Monastery and confessed what he had dene. When
morning came, the hegoumenos ind nll the monlts went in a body to the En-
kicistra, where they found the tomb open, and inside it 0 wooden hox. Wher
Lhe lid of tuis had been ralsed, there was revealed the body of S. Neophytos
in n perfect state of preservation and girt with the choins which hic hnd worp
during his lifetime. The relies were the' remaved to the monustic church where
they were despogited in a shrine ¢g) which now stands at the enst end of
Lthe left aisle. The head of the saint, however, was placed jn a silver rellquary
which stands on a desk in front of the eiconostasis.

In A.D. 1631, the hegoumncnos of the Moenastery made o successful  at-
temnt to frec the Monastery from ihc interfereuce hy the hizhops of Paphos
in whose diocese it is situated. He succeedrd in obtaining a sigillum issued by
Cyril Laukaris the then Qecumenlenl Patriarch of Constnntinople, and by s
Bynod and counter-signed by the then archbishop of Cyprus, wherby the Mo-
nistery became an independent and sclf- gonverning monastie  institutlon, in
ather words. en imperial and striurepegise mnnnastery, with no other ohligation
than to pray dally for the archbishops of Cyprus.

Thougs the literary works of 5. Neorhytes are, ns is to be expeated.
mafnly theolozicnl, we have, however, from  his pen the immportant Ietter on
contemporary event in Cyprus teo which we have already referred, as well as
a trentise on earthquaekes (3} and a Ritual Ordinance. The former work. wa=
nwost prohably inspired hy o very disasterons earthaudie which  oecurred
white 5. Neopliylos was hewing gut the 1En%leistra, The =adnt's opinion ns to
the cause of carthquokes is quaint and worth mentioning. It ig that, when
nien sin, God fooks down on the earth sternly, and ¢reatfon, ynnble to bear the
awful and wrathful goze of the Creator, trembles and shakes. As regards the
Ritual Ordinance, (4} or Rule, which S. Neophytes composed for his Mo-
nastery. it is interesting to note that in it the =aint Inys down that Lhe num-
her ~7 :oads wt Uie Monastery shall not exceed eighteen, siuce experience had
Liaght him that it was difficult Lo maint:in discipline apd Lo ensure quictness
with n larger numher. He moreover rxcludad from the preeinets of his Mo-
nisfery women nnd female animals r5). In this, however, S. Neophytos wus
merely reaffirming the rule lnid down by Lhe monnstic reformer S. Plate of
the carly ninth century who was hegoumecnos of the Saccoudion on Mt. Olym-
pus. 8. Plato in hls turn wns merely reinstating an nncient practice. It would
appear that the cxcluslon of female animals from monhasteries was not or-

1) Cf. Steffano Lusignana, Chronograffia, p. 25b, douc cyli & scpellilo e vi si
vedo il corpo futio intiero, e fa gran miracoli.

2) See Plate IV.

) Cf. Delehaye, «Oratio de terrme molibusy in Anal. Bolland, vol. XXV,
1907, pp. BOTIE,

4} CI. note 1) page 4,

5) This rule is no longer observed, and ludics may stay at the Manastery ns
guests.
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was enormous, and the people nre suid to have yielded up half of their pos-
serslons jn return for which Richard confirnied to them by charter the laws
and Institutions which had becn granted to them by the Emperor Manuel
Commenos. Frankish garrisona reploced, however, the Greek ones through-
out the Island,

On June Sth, A.D, 1191, Richard asiled nway from Cyprus for Syrin
with his army, leaving a governor to mannge the affaira of the Island. Ac-
cording to the author of the Gesie Regis Henrici H, ete., the Greekd and the
Armenians who had not accepted the peace, immediatly on Richard’'s depnr-
ture set up for themselves o new einperor in the person of o monk who was

- o Kinaman of (s, Therrupon, che represeatalive of Richard nssembled an
army nad joincd battle with the new cmneror wiom he defeated, took pri-
soner and hanged.

In the sume yeor Richard =gld the Islard faor 200,000 pounds of gold to
the Knights Tompiar, These, however, unable to hold the I=land begged Ri-
chiard tie next yoar to teke it bock oa Lhe same terms as he had sold it
Richard, howevir, wus ol prapar-d o wesiore the Iponey which he hnd re-
ceived, und payvarded Guy de Lusipnan to aeqgrire the Istand. It thus eanie
about thit Cypeuy prszed ineo the hands of the Fronks, and remasined vnder
the ruie of the Lasignen Dyanasty from A.D. 1192 to 1487,

Tour yeara later, that fs Lo say, in A.D. 1106 5. Neophytos wrote a
brief saccount of the happeningg in Cyprus under Isase Dukas Comnenos In
o jetter which he entitled - Conecrning the misfortunes of Cyprus» {f) to
which wp kave alreqdy reforred. In iy condemnaation of Isane Dukas Com-
nenos and Richard 1 S Neophyoos is most definitely importial, for he des-
eribes the forioer as o desutdh v of the kst nd and an oppressor of ils nobless,
and  the latter as ¢ o wlcioed 220 wreteh, » His  judgment of the Clursu-
ders In generad wits that they were wolves which, indeed, they proved them-
selves to bu, Cight yeurs lnter, when they sscked sl pitlaged Constantinaple
during: three day 4. )

On pccount of Lhe fame of bis erinetily, crowds of visilord began Lo visit
8. Neophytos, und as luy pescee wig thus disturbed, the saint decided in AD.
1191 te retire to oongre wmnceessible relyent, and to this cnd he hewed out of
the rock above the Enkicisirn @ new cell to which niccess could e had only
by means of «# ladder. IL was during this worlk, on January 24th, that ®.
Neophytos narrowly esciped death fromu a piece of fulling rock, This event
is yecarly commemoarated af the Monastery in n special service, From -this
new retreat the saint deseended only on Sundays to instruct his disciples.

- The exact date of the death of $. Ncophytos is not known, but it pro-
bably occurred nfter A.D. 1214 in which yenr he would have been cighty
years old, The day, hawever, i3 known, namely, April 12th., but as thiy date
usually falls in Lent, the commemoration of the death of the salnt has been

transterred to January 24th. In aceordunce with his instructlons, S. Neophy-
tos was buried in the tomb which he himself had hewn out of the rock in
the cave of the Enkiclstri. Durlng the Frankish perjod {A.D. 1192 - 1571),
the position of the tomb wus certuinly known, since the Chronieler Leontios
Makhuiiras {(middl: of 14th. ccatury to the first decade of the 15th, century)
speaks of it in his work, where lic says : ¢ his {(Neophytos') tomb is there
and is 4 source of mirnelcss (3), and likewise, Staffano Lusignano (16th.

i) ©f page }.

2 AT,

3) ©Cf. R, Dawking, Leontios Malhairns, Chronicle, vol. I, p. 39, Oxford,
1932, %4t tlvz & sdypo; tem el vl Jadn Falpaca. )
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wished to assume an lmperial titfe and to preclaim his independence of the
Byzantine Empire, naturally strengittiened his posilon considerably, if he
were able to have himself ¢crowned in the same way as the emperors at Cons-
tantinople. Sinece, of courss, the particlpation of the Oecumenical Patriarch
in such & coronation was out of the ghestion, the only aitermative was to
create o nationat Patroreh who would perform the some service for the
national rualer.

Such, then, wes the state of Cyprus nt the beginning of the Third
Cruande, Mow it must e borne in mind that at this time the only impertant
places heid by the Chiistiang in the neighbourheod of Polestine were Tyre,
Antioch ard Tripolis. In conscquence of this, Cyprus must have appeared to
the Crusuders as n most viluable base for goperations agalnst Palesvune.
could they but gel it into their pessession. Isaae Dukuas Compenos was cer-
tainly nware of this, hut as subsequent events showed, his defences were
worthless, and his iyrannicul rule Jost him the support of his subjects.

On April 10th, A.D. 1101, Richard I, King of Englind, set sail with
n fleet from AIessina for Syrii, nnd one of the ships carried his sister Joanpa,
Queen of Sicily, and his betrothed, Bergengaria, duughter of the King of
* Navarre. In o storm ih: ships beeame separatcd, and three of them found
their way to L.emesos, where two of them were wrecked. Isaoc who had hod
warning of the passage of the Crusaders, forbade the landing of the
Franks, and those who escaped from Lhe wrecks he took prlsbner and ill-
treated. This was a grave ecvor not only from a humanitarian point of view,
but niso iror A teeticsl ono. a8 subaesqient ovents showed. Rezalising, pro-
hably, that the Crussidars nuelt attempr an invasion of Cyprus, Iaiac
hurriedly threw un deferves on the heaeh, and at the same time tried to en-
ttce the two royal ladics nshore, whase ship had esenped from heing wrecked.
His intentim ~ims to have b~en to ho!'d them az hostages, but this they un-
derstood and vefus~l to land, azking only to he nllowed to tuke in water,
but this Ishc:e vefused Lo them, He then atlempted to seize their vessel, but
it promptly put out lo seq, and ut Lhis mement Richurd I arrived from Rhodes
with the remiinder of his fleet, Uhis occurred on May Gith, AD. 1191, o dute
i fatal for Cyprus as thed of May 28th, AL, 1453 was for Constantinople
How hopelessly iniddequate the milithry defonee of Cyprus must have
been ot this time, aod how unpopuliar the usurper, is clearly shewn by the
fuct that as spon us Ise saw Richard's forces landing, he cvacuated Le-
mesos and retired wilh his coldiers to Kilani in the bills. Richard [ was na-
turnlly welcomed by the Lotin merchants of Lemesos, and three days later,
Isage cume down Lo a eonferenee with Riehard at which he agroed to send
a hody of 200 men wilh the Crusaders, uand to allow provisioas to he purchuyed
in the Is¥and without payment of dues, and to lcave his duughter in the
king's handa a5 hostige, bug he stuted that he hitmnself could not join in the
Crusade in person, as, if he were to leave Cyprus, the Emperor of Constan-
tinople would dispute his right to the Islund. This, of courae, would have
been the cosc, hod the Emperor been in o positlon to do at the time: but
what is far more likely is that Isaac feared the loyaly of his own subjects far
“more than anything that Constantinople might be ahle to do. In any case,
Isaac almost immediatcely repented of his terms for he returned secretly nat
hight to Kolossi from where he sent a letter to Richard ordering him to leave
the Island without delay. Thereupon Richard at once ottacked Isaac’s camp
and captured it with o considerable amount of booty, though Isaac himself
escaped. A second engagement took phice, so it is said at Tremithoussia
where Isaac was ognin defeated. He hlmself escaped and fled, so it seems,
first to the Castle of Kuntura r2j, hut from there he retircd to the Castle of
Buftavento where he eventually surrendered, The hooty seized by Richard

1} Bee Plale It
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8. Neophytos was ordaincd priest, and from now on, others desirous of the
ascetic Hie came fo jain him, and by the year A.D, 1183, the Enklcistrn was
completcd together with part of its mural decoratiens. For his monastic
community 3. Neophytos composed a Ritual Ordinance in which he laid down
the rules to be observed by the monks. Of this Ritual Ordinance there secms
to have been three versions, the first written in A.D. 1167, the sccond, in AT
1189, nnd the third, in A.D. 1209 (1),

The year A.D. 1183 wag a momentous date in the history of Cyprus,
for it wae in that year thai Isaac Dulias Cowmnnenos, a great nephew of the
Emperor Munuel I, appearcd in the Islond with forged letters of oppolnt-
meat a3 a governor or Katapan of Cyprus. Having bece accepted as Duke,
Isaac soon showed himself a veritnble despot and an oppresser of the in-
habitonts of the Igland. A vain attempt was made by the Emperor Isaac II
Angelos to buy off this rebel, ned later, n fleet wasg sent ngalnst him, but it
was defeated, und Isasc Comnenos was lefts in undisturbed possession of
Cyprus till A.D. 1191,

With regard to thc character of Isnac Dukas Comnenos, the general
opinlon is that he was o thoroughly bad man, an opinfon which was olso
held by S. Neophytos, for in n very importont leiter of his, entitled «Cencer-
ning the misfortunes of Cyprusy 78), he states that Isaac ruled Cyprus for
geven yeurs, and not only utterly despolled the land, and harassed the lives
of itz rich men, but every day he hounded and oppressed its nobles, 50 thal
all lved in distress, and sought by any mecans they might to protect them-
selves against him. In conncction with Isane Comnenos, Michae! the Syrian
supplies us in hiz Chronicle with o very interesting picce of {nformation, for
Iic states that Isasc compelled the Greek bishops to institute a patriarch
in opposition to the Occumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, and that this
patrlarch crowned him cmperor, and remained in office till the Island was
captured Ly Richard I, King of England (3).

This was the sccond ottempt fo crcate a national patriarchate out-
side the four patriarchates of Apostolie foundation. 'The first attempl to
crcute o natlonal patriarchate independent of Constantinople oceurred in
A.D. 924, Symeon, the ruler of Bulgaria, had been at war with the Byzon-
tine Empire, but failed to capture the Imperial City which, however, he
actually besicged. On abandoning hls milltary opcrations against the Em-
pire, Symeon nssumed an imperiul title, Basileus or Tsar, nnd at the same
time declured his Chwurch indcpendent of the Occumenical Patriarch of Cons-
tuntinople, and raised hiz Archbishap to the rank of Patriarch. This indepen-
dent Bulgarian Patriarciiute Insted down to AD, 1018, when the Byzuntine
Emperor Basil II, the Bulgar-sluyer, conguered Bulgurla and unnexed the
tervitory to the Byzuntice Empire. In the cuse of both Bulgarie and Cyprus,
the setting up of o patriurchate independent of Constuntineple was not
due to any differcnce in theolegical opinloas, but was made on purely politi-
cal grounds, At the times in guestion it was an established custem for the
Occurnenicul Potriarch of Constontinople to assist in the coronation service
of & now emperor of the Byzantine Empire, and therefore, a ruler who

1) For the Greek text, cf. Kyprianos, Tuvmxy) Avktafyy Neoghiov 160

‘Evzideiotov  , Venice, 1779, and for the English transiation, cf. E.H.
Freghfleld and F.H. Warren, ¥The Ritual Ordinance of Neophytosy in
Archaeology vol. XLVII, 1881,

2) ¢f. ¢.D. Cobhom, Excerpta Cypria, Nicogia, 1895. pp. 10-13.

3} Cf. Acad. des Inser. et Belles-Lelives, fasc. i, p. §02: «Il se révolla
contre I'empereur de Coustantiople, russembla les dvéques grecs et leur
ordonna d'instituer an patrinrche qui sacra empercur ce Comndneh, eléy
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to the Venelians given in A.D. 1148 by the Byzantine Emperor Manuel
Comnencs. Shortly before A.D. 1158, that is to say, about the time when
3. Neophytos becam~ asiistant sacristan, Cyprus wes invaded by a certain
Renaud de ChAtillon, a Freach adventurer. The invndera defeated the for-
ces of the then Duke of Cyprus, John Comnenos, a nephew of tha Emperor
Maonuel, and togok the Duke prisoner. They Uten raveged the Isjand, plun-
derlng and buralng towus and churches, and mulllating the mhtxbimnts both
luy nua ceclesiastical. In AD. 1188 a further dle'wte.r befell Cyprus in the
shape of raida by the Egypilan fleet, in which many prisoners and booty
were carfled oft. Among the prisoners was the brother of the Cuke who,
after having been well received by the wazir of Egypt, wua then sent with
hortour to the Bmperor Manuel at Constantinople.

In these troubled and uncertnin {imes it i3 not surpricing that men
should have turned their thoughis to the psace and security of monastic
lifc which could be sccurcd in monasteries built in rempte and secluded
places in the mountains. indged, it is to thiz peclod that there iz assigned
the foundation of two (umous menrsteries in Cyprus that of Cliry:orrho-
giagtissa in A D, 1152, wnd that of Macherns by 3. Nilcs in A.D, 1372,

The desire to lead the solitary life of an anchorite caused 8. Neophy-
tos to set out on a journey to Palestine ,where he hoped to find some hermit
.or remote locality in which to establish himself. After o six moxths' search
whieh praved fruitless, he returned to Cyprus and took up his abode uguin
in the Monastcry of 8. John Chrysestom. Not long afterwards, 8. Nuophy-
tos agnia sct out on travel, nnd this time to go to Lhe fumous monastic cen-
tre on Mt. Latras which is not far from Miletos n south-west Asin Minor,
On reaching Puphoy fromm where he evidently intended to take ship to Asia
Minar, he was arrested by the harbour guards as s fugitive slave, and east
into prison, pending au enguiry about him. Fortunately, =some eharitabie
peoplie interveticd on his behalfand iie was releascd but oz his passige-money
consisting of 1wo coins sewn it hid clothes had been stolen from him, he was
compelled to abandon hia project of going to Mi. Latros, Nothing danated,
4. Neophytos get out io explore the wooded hilis nbove Paphos for o suitoble
place in which to establish himself as & hermit,

-Qn June 2iih, A.D. 1159, 8. Neophytos found o cave in a hijl-side nt
a distance of about six miles from Ktéma, and decidid that the locality
woutld meet with his requirement, Thia cave which haod hitherto been, sa
he terma it, the resting-place of birds ¢1) he found particularly sultable
for g love of guietness (2%, and he set nhout at onec excavnting it und en-
larging it, This done, he hewed out of the rock a tomb for himsclf agaolast
ihe day of his dealh, and he niso construcied an alter which he dedicated to
the Holy Cross, since it was completed on September 14th. of the foliowing
yenaT, This retreat 8. Neophytos ealled the New Slon, though, afterwards, it
became more generally known by the name Enkleistra, that Is to say, the
Enclosed {3). There is only one recorded instence of S. Neophytos having
left this rctreat, and thls was in the year A.D, 1164, when he set out in
quest of o plece of the True Cross.

The fame of the sanctity of 3. Neophytos soon spread, ang in the
year A.D, 1166, he wns persuaded by the then bichop of Paphos to aceept n
diseiple, and thus to become the head or o coenobitic community on which
the hishop hestowed certaln endowments, Four ycars Iater, in AD. 1170,

1) 'Opgvitwy évanavia,
8] Qugauyoee Epus.
#) See Plate II
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appoluted by Constantirople. '[The social and cconomic conditions were, how-
ever, extremely had owing to the oppressions and extertions practizsed by
these offfcinls, Nicolas Mouzaldn who resigned the Archiepiscopal See of
Cyprus in A.D. 1110, baving failed to obtain redress for the Injustices
committed by the sald officials, stotes in a peem which he composed, that
the Inhabitnnts of the Island werc reduced to utter misery; those who
could net pay the taxes were tortured, mor were the clergy  cxcmpted, for
hishops were hunged and deatons scnt to the galleys. He goes on to say
that he saw this lovely island lfke o king's doughter all glorious within
this blessed islund no islapd of the blessed, this Elysian ficld the home of
4 wretched people, girt round by streams of {he seca, but oppressed within
hy uncscapable misfertuncs; its inhabitants mnore wrelched than Tantalos (1},
reaping, hul coting not (ob, vain Iabour 1), gathering grapes, hut  drinking
oot (olt, bitler totl DY (7).

IL was into such couditiong ws (hese that S, Neophytos was  born in
the year A.D, 1134, but if these conditions weie bad, yet was he to see still
worse ilta befall lus belaved land, euliminating in its final scparation from
the Byzantine Empire. [Iis hirth-place wus Leucara which to-day is in  the
district of Lzrpaca, bul at hat time helonged to the distriet of Amathos.
Amethos was the seut of a bishap dowa to the twelfth century, and under
the dukes of Cyprus il was thelr official place of residcoce. However, Dy the
twelfth century, this cuy und lost its position. owing lo the growing im-
portence of o mew lown, Neapolis, which wos later terined Wemesos, amprd
finally became called Lomesos, wlich pessessed o much belter road-stend for

shipping.

3. Neophylos was ane of eight brolhers ind sisters, :nd since Iug pue-
rents were poor, thoy wor - tnalble to give him ary school educsiion, and thus
he grew up without a1 knowtedge of reading and writing, Up to his cightecnth
year S. Neophytos was  employed in ugricultucal labgur, at which time,
however, his parenls beirolhed him to local girl, and made preparations
for an carly marrioge. This did not, however, appeal o 8. Neophytos, and
he fled secretly from his parents’ house to Lhe Monastery of S, John Chry-
sostom which is aftualwd an Mt Koutsoveniis in the Kyrenia mountain
range, where he wished Lo rotire from  the world and  to devole himself to
religion. For two montl; his parents scarched the Isiund for him  before
they discovered him in his monastic rclreat. After much entrcaty, he was
at length persuaded to oh2y his parents’ wishes, ond he returned home with
them. The desire to lead thr mopastic life was, howeyer, so strong thal he
again mnanaged 10 aveid the jproposed meavisge, dnd he then returied to  the
same monsstery whcre he was admitted as o novice. Since he was unlet-
tered, he was given work in the vineyards sl ¢ localily called « Stoupes =,
and these lahoura he performed during the next five years. During this time
of probation, however, he taught himsell how to read and to write, and such
was his diligence snd pezreveranes  in study that he was able Lo commit to
memory the entire Psalier. At the end of this period, he was promoted to
the office of assistant sacristua (3} which he performed for the next two
years.

-At this time there was a growing penctration of Cyprus by the
western nations, es mey bae seen from the gront of commercindl privileges

.

1) Tehdyizze: pévoegt 2zt w20 Tavtinam

2) Cf. Sophiz I. Doanidou, ‘H wapaftyois Nueshies w60 Movidlwveg
i ‘Edhvyixa, VI, 1924, vu. 867 f.

3) lapexwdroudpyy:.
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5. NEOPHYFOS AND THE END OF BYZAMTINE RULE IN CYPRUS

BY

O.H.E. Khs., Burmester

Fow, indeed, must e the visitora to the Island of Cyprus who, in the
course of their stay there, huve not henrd of the Monastery of 5. Ncophytoy,
for it {= onc of the Byzantine monnstie institutions for which the Island is
justly famed. Situated, as it {8, in lovely mountainous surroundings, (1} at
a distancs of phout six miles from KtGmn, the principat town of the Paphos
District, this monnstery con he easily reached hy ear, and it well repays a
visit, for it is n world in itself — the world of Byzaotine monasticism. If its
hospitahle inmates arc conversant with the events of the world outside,
nevertheless, their manner of life and their customs savour of bye-gone nges,
and, indeed, are regulated by rules laid down by the founder of the monang-
tery, 8. Neophytos, some seven hundred and fifty years apo.

Once inside this microcosm, the visitor is filled with o sensc of perce
ond repose — u fecling of otherworldliness, whereby, though it he hut for
a short time, he is velleved of the carking cares of dally life, nnd is thus
hetter ahle to view things in their true prospective, sib specie  ustornitotis.
Motrover, 1f he be privileged {o assist ot 2 monastic ofiice on o feast day,
he will realise more clearly thut it is through Byzantine forms of worship
that the splendonur of cternity Dbreaks into the reality of to-dv, »nd that the
worshipper is borne uloft into the sphere of the invisible and the cter-
nal.

It is of the founder of this monastery, his work. and the state of
Cyptus at the time in which he lived, that the present article deals. The
period in guestion 15 the twelfth eentury, and it is one which was fraught
with danger for the Ncar East, for, by the beginning of this century the
deciine of the Byzantine Empire had definitcly set in, and the West profiting
by this, madec an attempt to cstablish her supremacy over the lands washed
by the waters of the Eastern MediterTanean, The final rupture between
East and West in the realm of religlom, in A.D. 1054, created definite hos-
tility betweco the Byzantine Empire and the Latn Kingdoms, and o Cru-
sadc to rceapture those lands lost by the Byzantine Empire, wna institu-
ted. This military cxpedition had ns its originnl objective Egypt and Salih
ed-Din, but Venlec the conrelling spirit of the Fourth Cruszade, contrived
to divert it ngainst Constantinople, for she realised that by the destruetion
of the Byzantine Empire she would become supreme in the commercial
world.

Cyprus at this time still formed part of the Byzantine Empire, nnd
was ndministered by Byzantinc officlals with a duke os governor who was

1) Bce Plale 1.



Vase en poterie rose, cxposé au
Musée de ln Faculld, portant des des-
sinz géomélrigues 6 acs fuces exté-
rieures. Le couvercle est formé de
troiz quadrupédes. (Probablovicnt ds
U'¢poque Gréco-Romaing 7)
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Vitrine dans Ic ilusée de  Iu Fga-
cillé conlenent wie  cullectinn  dr
tvascs en albdire provenant des e
#asins souterrains dr la puratede o
degrés du roi Zoser.

filfe. dynastic).
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Téte de la stuotue en calcairs
blanc d'une personne dgyptionne.
Elle  est exposée au musée deo la
Facuitée des Leltres ¢ Alexandris. .

{Nouvel Empire ?)
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Joli tase en pnierie  grogue dee
coré ds seéwes de mythologic (=
que daus I forme  dune CUEE.
Cetlec coupe es! erposde an  AMu-
séc  d'Avchénlagie de la  Fuculté
des Lettres & Alczandrie,




A 1a mort de ce monargue. en 1370 av. J.C., Thébes ful le thédtre
de 1a erize fameuse provoque: par Althenaton. Ses idées sur lart étaient
toutes personnelles ¢t elley ddrivaient de =3 mystique. D'aprés lul, la figu-
ration humaine sous Aménoplus TIL n'était qu'un~s tromperie. I fallait pour
étre sincére, sculper Yhommwe tel gu'il étsit avee sos malformations physi-
ques.

Mais diés I'épogue de 1 XXT &me Jdynastie, on ne sait ce qu'était de-
venue la mentalité thébaine,

Cependant sous Ia pro-sion des civconstances politlques et économi-
qued, les capitales émigrdien: vers v word 0 Tanis, Bubaste, puis 4 Sais.
L'art de la cour o subt de nou.eqn Lo zolieitndeon dn grand art de 'époque
des Pyramides,

Les trésors Lrouvis i % uis, dex XXI ot XXIT ¢me dynasties (1035
730 av. J.C.) ont montré que Vvt réonmciaphite, géndralement appelé saite,
a commened bien avant b XXEV1eme dynastie 1G63-525 av_ J.C)H, et fut porté
i Bois 4 su plus grande puteie Tl est 1art de o2 que les historiens appellent
la Basse Epogue (1083-332 .. J.C% b e v continue jurqu'i  sous les
Ptolémées cbt au deld sous Voo Tlooy o

L'art saite devait sului wor jusqu'a ta fin de in civilisation phnrae-
nique, ¢n se prolongeant, sou: les Tloldméos et les Romains, comme o1t
officicl des cultes nationrux, Lrt vievant &tait, sens doute, I'att gréco-
romaoin. Mais cet urt Gtait tout diftérent e Port égyntien traditionnel.

Les mnuates ont dene  ur ra-e, s amportant, & jouer dans Iéduea-
tion.
S'eaf 12 gue o svant @ oo ftud - edL Talve e comy coidson fone
dée sur des bases seiondifigu-s
C'est 1a gue Fétudiant, deit ¢laryir =0x eonNeiSsaness on e yui con-
ceTiie Phistoire de Purt d'un peuapl:-

Clest Jd que Pwite dofy epulser <os mbrites artistiyues.

Clest 1a gue, d'aprés Ia fuicass de lexposition, e godl de I'érudit
peut joulr de la beauté d'une picee wrelicologmyve bien églairee.

C'est 14, qu'une image exacle de L civilisation est mise & la portée de
chaqiie dapectateur.

A. Abdelsalam
Conservateur du Musée Ar-
chéolgique de la Faculté des
Lettres a4 Alexandrie
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LE ROLE DES MUSEES

La meilleure lecon d'att se prend naturelicment au Muoée,

Les origines de l'art Egyptien sont & chercher 4 la fin du gt -trid-
me millénaire avant I'dre chréticnne. En Xgyjte, comme ailleurs, la fin
de la période néolithique ou plutst énéolithique, fut margquiz par un ré-
veil du sens artistgque assoupl depuis liye paleolithizue. Co dirsit gue
l'imagination de l'humaunité, pendant des n:illénaires, avait &cé ab-orhée
tout entiére, par les inventions nécess:iires pour paszcr  de li harbaric  er-
rante & la civilisation sédentaire,

La premiére floratson 'art dung Ly valiée du Nil eal iy ou. gues
sitcles avant le début de 1n premiére dyneside plleconigl?, gui 2o ploce vers
3300 av. J.C.

On n trouvé deg vase3 peinig et les déconverles oat moalre yue lu
fresque étalt déjd connuc. A la cour des roiteletz de ees temnps prehustori-
ques, l'ivoire et le schiste, servirent de matidre premiére aux premiers es-
gais de sculpturc. Les personnages en ronde bosse ct les scénes en bas-
rcliefs sont quelquefois exccutés sur l'or,

Ce fut ainsi que le plus ancien art égyptien se forma et gu'il acquit
les principes esthébiques dont il me devait jamais se départir par 1w swte,

I feut saveir que tout relevement de 1y pui~sabec monarehbigle o
entrainé dons 1I'Egypie nncientiec une reniiss<anee de 'art.

Le fait se produisit vers 2160, lorsyuung dynastie de prinees de la
réglon thébaine parvint & russemuler FEgipte entidre sous son astoritG.
Cette seconde perlpde d'unité a regu des historicos Ie fom de Moyen Em-
pire (2160 - 1780 mv. J.C.) ou premiar empire thépain, du nom de 1: nou-
velle capitale, Thébces.

La secondc renalssanec de P'art égyptien eut lieu pendunt la période du N.LE.
ou second empire thébain {1580-1085 av. J C.), Elle cst aux yeux de V'his-
toire beaucoup plus brillante que Ia premiére, parcegu'elle fut plus origi-
nale. Au début clle consista Seulement en une reprise des traditiona ot des
techniques de lo XII &me dynastie, mais ¢lle &volua  vite .-+ la poussée
des circonstances.

Au sein de la richesge et sous linfluence dcs contacts répétés  des
paya étamgers, un besoin nouvenu était né, celui de I'opulence, el avec lul
apparaft un godt que les générations précédentes n'avaient pas ressenti aw
méme degrd, pour le joli, Palmable ct lc pittoresque. L'art officicl, comme
d'habitude résista d'abord oux formes, sinon A l'csprit, de 1a nouvelle esthé-
tique. Il atteint son apogée sous Amenophis ITI.
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this munber, Late Igyptian retains only a few. However, it is not sa

poer as Coptic, which contaias only two forms: the iniinitive and the
qualitative, In Late Egyptian, the verbal form is redoced to the form
sdm.f, the old pericctive. the imperative, the Lwo participles ( active
and pussive ). the relative and the infinitive, vestiges here and there of
the passive sdiur.f. What is lacking in the simple forine, Late Egyptian

replaces by a paraphrare with auxiliary verbs.

For the purpase of our study, it i5 advisahle te take nne or two
apecial texts and analvse them thorounghly. We are not lacking in
material, Late Egyprian decuments are pleatitul  and have been classed

into the fnllo“ing oraups

(4)  Judiciul Texts noially thosa dealing with conspiracy against

Rumeszes I and Temmd Robheries.
1

(B} Correspondenre and Schiilerhandsehrilten {writings of school-

[ ’
boys ). many of which are pulilishel by Cerny. Trinan and Guardiner.
(C) Titerary Worka, fiction. ete.

Finally. T want te draw youc attention to four points:

i. Tr is highly Jdesirable for the stidlent at this slage to beeome
well acquainted with Coptic which often  conlitms  anil expluinsg  sonie

phenamena in Late bgvptian.

2. As T pointed out in the beginning, the stndent must be
tharaughty familiar with Middle Kingdon: grammar in order to appreciate

the changes he romes across.

3. In the course of these studies any earlier constrietion will be

referred to as « Archaism ».

4. One further word, it must be remarked that Late Egyptian
was by no means confined to the lower classes, It was mnsed by the
cducated people and is found written side by side with the classica)
tongue as in the Annols of Thutmoses III, But it is not until the
Amarna Period that we begin to (ind the rich stream of profane literature
beginning to appear.
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(2) The new suffix 3rd person plural .o for the old .sn.

. 1.(8) The change of the form of the demonswrative pn, tn and nn
n into p}y, and n3y respectively which precede their nouns.
(4) The derivation of the indefinite article from the word for one

Sl

(5} The construction of the numcrals from 10 onwards with a
following genitive, also the singular treatment of all numeral exXpressions.—
e.g. p3 20 n rme the 20 of man = 20 men.

(6) The neuter conception, or more properly the personification of an
abstract omce treated as a feminine word is now treated as masculine e.z.

( Wenamun 1X 4 10) ﬂ&hi’f’_ he said it where the suflix .f is
used to express the neuter.

(7) The disappearauce of the tense sdm.n.f.

(8) The conjunctive form mtie.f (hr) sdm and he hears {Coptie:

S. NycwTi . B, RTeqcwTem ) bas come into use,

(9) The paraphrase of the old oplative sdmki by inii ( Coptie
Ma— ) which is negatived by m rclf followed by s:zm.f foroL.

(10) The elimination of Iir before the infinitive eqpnrinll; in the

pscudn ~vethal construction : rw;, sdm instead of tiof hr sdm —~ also

the frnqnent omission of r in the follnmuﬂ expressions r-drf {Coptic
THP= ) e (Pap. d'Orb. 15, 4 *}CET Fee arrhit=

hefore { Coptic 2HT: )

(11) The negative words 4..._. 2T (coppem <N ere

ey

This leads us to the subjuct of the VERB which I shounld fike to
analyse more fully, Indecd, it was the main suhject of our study under
Proflcssor (\.f!erny‘.

The classieal language contains o number of simple forms: sdmn
(imperfeetive and perfectiv c), sdinn. f, sdm.;nf, sdm.f;r.f; srlm L3S

admmfall with their passive forms, ond the special passive form
8 dmwj; the forms sdmt.f and sdmtj J¥: the old perfective, the

infinitive, the four participles ond finally the relative. forms. Qut of oll
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ite corresponding promunciation  Jf— twoe r's may begin a word,
as in :&W weap; this means that the r must be accented
( Coptic  pime )

A: medial, it disappears ss Coptic shows: c.g. De? { Coptic

C9°T )~ compare later variants (Wenamun 1 x4-15) e,
or (passim 1 16) ’D);eé‘,_ However, this r may return when the

word is in the plural: (Wenamun [ x-421) ra}\‘?‘a‘: to be

compared with Coptic FPeV,
As figal, the r Las lecome {» ¢g.  >2q, ¢ bitter» ap-

pears in Late Egyptian “’E }nQQ}. . Coptie points to this pheno-
menon, an in the well known examples.
6":}& { Coni, 8T 3ye) omt | e {Cardic Srwme).
Anotler characteristie in pronuncintion which I mustdraw your atteation

toiain, for exnmple, (Pap. d’orb,) where wesee  “\C2 _ , I\ J

fer eimple Form ,_g.'_.\""‘“ » The reason ia that the final d and ¢t are

almost identical in pronunciation thus we get such pronunciation as

* dodtf which sounds like * dotf or dodf nlﬁ‘-- .

GRAMMATICAL CHARACTERISTICS

In addition to the afore-mentioned characteristics of Late Ezyptian,
there are other differcnces between it and the earlier language. These are ;

(1) The use of adverbial nominal sentenses ( Coptic, frst present )
without introductory particle, as in:

They are (on) hearing = They hear
(Urk. iv. 649, 15) 0002 It s like whot? What is it like?

To this belong the so-colled « Pronominal Compounds» prefixed
with tw, (1)

(.l') CL pa 4 for 1hls comsiruotica.
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(b} Writting of Powels (§§ 32 — 38): In Late Egyptian they
may stand for ] —
68  w

e

D whe (Coptl MM ); 0T R 10 Stdoms {Bedews P1YY;
we come across in such group-writings as:

» which has become the unaccented e, could stand for ¢ which
(An. iv, 12, 2) giﬁ%%‘

VER o Lentis 6 01 KR 12 (Coptic syl

L U, 1115}
iqym}\‘:’cﬂl o place -mame (Grar s Hefjabel
{c) Space-fillers (§§ 28 & 43): The spaces over little (or small) deter.
minatives
e g o

<2, £ cte, are frequently filled with meaningless w o0 o
= v, f_'!f’

ME ., Camgpzt B3R
{amas ron, 30, 0) | AN (Qenamwa 10,10} B:l.__.l .
(d) Determinatives {$§ 25 —27): Late Egyptiaa uses freely the determ-
inatives especially those which have general indications, as: e, %’ P
old New old New
- s AN 3 4
only = ooa % thot remoin without determinatives. Sometimes
more than one detcriainative is appendee cspedially h‘:ﬂ
e.g. (Pap. d'0rb.) w2 qﬂ&;j:".
(Max. d’Anii 4, 17)

CE LY.L

¥
o
plunder, rob,
Plural strokes may again he added to these general determinatives, irrespect..

o= A

take care of; manage
ive of number—e.g. (Max. d’4nii 4, 2) ?‘&". and ibid 2,5 %Qi
(e) Pronunciation (§ 44 fT): Here I am limiting my reference to
the pronunciation of r as an initia! letter of & word, a medial or a
terminal ; for other letters I refer you to Erman’s book.

¥
As initial it has become short e, as we see in the prepoeition with
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From the alore mentionned definitions we may conclude that Lato
Egyptian was the spoken language of the New Limpire from the time
of the XV¥IIIth to the XX1¥th Dynasties. Tts first regular oppearance as
a written langunage occurred towards the end of the XVIIlth Dynns‘ty
iy the reign of Amenophis IV, it Lecame the literary !anguage:
and was cven introduced in hymns. Our most abundont source comes
from the XIXth and XXth Dynasties in non literary and literary doc-
uments, and tho latter gradually diminished after the XXIst Dynasty
until the XXIVth Dynasty when we see them written in Demotic
(another fiell outside our present stndy ). However, 1 wish to stres,
this peint from the bezinuing that Late Egyptian is not o development
of the older stuges of the langnage, Lut is a distinet form, or as Sethe

gays «it is o sister and not a daughter langurage s, (‘)

CHARACTERISTICS IN WRITING

As n written Janguage, Late Ligyptian shows peenliarities o
Orthography (i.c. spelling) which is thoroughly discussed in Neua-
gyptisch Grammatik (2nd ed.}§§ 8 — 5B. Neverthcless, I whish te
mention some points, as for details I refer you to the Look.

{a) Group - writiug (88 29 -- 31): From Dyn. XVIII enwards

hiliterel eigns ending with 3:1._’ § .. oare {requently suhstituted for

alphabetic signs; (%)

e g ALY, S a 98, Thaw,ag); 2 32,

(43, 440, fo o R0,
On the other hand, we find two olphebetic eigns (the second being
also h, q WS} rcpresenting a single sign ~— the firat in tbhe group ;

e-g for RBN(L1), fn &k ad(ks);fn g 3D (gD
" Thus:

Eaninll

£ 1 =* s to be rend bar, not bwnwr (Coptic 80\  outwards
ol Jemk Jeld=T5 is to bo read gbgbe to fell.

= s:a.e:-gq, is to be read hrr Hower,

() CF. ZDMG ™, p. 301 i

(2) Thue endings may stapd for & sound, and thal when wa transliterate “bar’ (gee. examples bejow)
wi merely briag it into line with Middlz Egypue.



a.g.

old Now - 0ld New
R e S22 T e AN,
I e @52 15 v BT 5w

=Iw Al L )
1‘}5"“@ ‘{"--u:l"! 2 neat ﬂk‘q} Y -—P tﬁ J'HP{, w7 "ca;‘hﬁ'r" T(‘d}

" dom L) -
. M .

»

-:';:, -i._-}

v

From the foregoiug remarke, I think it I elwe that there existed
two forins of the Egyptian Lougaags; traces of one of which appear
as far back as thg Old Kiegdom, buv feally superseded in later docu-
ments. This new furm of the lanminge spporenily made  #ts apieearcies
in written documents following soctal wpheavals and icvelutions. The
revolution koown to us are those follewing the DPreak up of the Gl
Kingdom (1}, and the religions and political revolietun of ALhenaten necer
the end of the XVIIlth Dsauasts.

DEPINITION OF LATE EGY2TIAY

The first to rernppice (he existenee of thew fae funms of ihe
language and whe separated the spohen booves frrn the oiher pgronges
was Professor Adolf Eouan in 1880 in bis first cdition of Newagypt-
isclhiec Graminetifc where, on p. I he defiues it as the colloquial lagpu-
age «Vulpdrspraches of the New Empire which se rend sinee the
beginning of thet period, but of which we have not abundial written
material until the XIXeh and XXth Dynasties. In his second edition of the
same Dook, published in 1933, Erman states on p. 2 that the Egypt-
ian is used as a literary lungnage from the time of Amenephis IV,
Sethe, in 1033, calls it «the spoken lapnguage» Umgangsprache of the
New Empire of Thebes (%) and describes it as a simple spoken language
raised to the status of a literary language. More receutly, Gardiner, iu
1950, states that « Late Egyptian, the vernacular of Dyuastics XVIII-
XXIV, is exhihited chiefly in busiucss documents and letters, but also
in stories end other literary compositions, and to some extent also in
the official monuments from Dyn. XIX onwards ». (%)

(1} It ia referred to {o Gerdines, Admonftions of an Egyptian sage.
(7 CL ZDMG 9, p. 204
(3} Sce Egyplian Grammar § 3.

— 52 -



This could al:o be traced in the Middle Kingdom texts:

e.g. { Pap. West.ix, 9) 2T =230~ =2Q@  Sho is the wife of
the priest of ReS

Similarly, the words '{. B h, originally demenstratives for
«this» (m.), «thiss (£) and «these» (pl.), have come to be used as
the definite article « the », usually prefixed to a noun-

e. g. (Peasant, R. 4) -i .,.Q.W}\ B, The eorn which

1s in the storchouse.

(Paheri, pl. 3) “tand still, be not disobedient X[ 2 ﬁnﬂi‘

excellent liorse,

In Late Egypticn may alwo precede the olassical feminine infinitive,

such as: ( Twrin 73, 11,9) ‘g}\f:; p} ir (t} the doing. It is
possible that. in Late Egyptian, this is due to the fact that weak
contonant ¢ had dropped out in the vernacular pronunciation, which is

clear in the Coptic equivalent.

With regard to the construction of mominal sentences, in particular

those introduccd by such particles as mels, sk, "ist and having a pro-

*
nominal subject { 'I_.:.:) and predicate ( ~+ ' composed of cither:

ngun

prepusition 4 ¢ or or, an old perfective
infinitive

eg f=k$ L SI  When ke was still on his feet.

5\‘; n} /z}n Behold, thon art come,

However, Late Egyptian seems not onle to owmit the particles
in such constructions, and semetimes cven the preposition before the
lnfiml:n.fe but also we get what is lmuwn as the spersonal compounds»

tw. i (hr) sdm for the older st i Icr sdm,

We also notice the substitution of many new words and forms
for old ones:
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(C) «Late Egyptian» which is the language. of Dynasties XVII,
to XXIV (1573 to 715 B.C.). Yarious forcign-words make their appearancel

(D}  «Demotic», properly a kind of writting, but also loosély
applied to the language in which suck decuments were written.' It was
used from Dyn. XXV to late Roman period (715 B.C. to 470 A.D.).
Clagsical and later elements are intermingled.

(E) «Coptic», which represents n far Iater stage of the Egyptian
Language that of the Illrd century A.D. and afterwards, was written
in Greek characters with the nddition of seven modificd characters from
Lgyptian. It contains Greek words aud sometimes follows the word order
used in Greek rentences. It gradually fell into disuse nfter the Arah
Conquest of Iigypt in 460 AD..

WRITTEN AND SPORKEN LANGUAGES ARE DIVERGENT

It is now desirable to investigate the mein linguistie forms and
¢ haracteristics underlying such elassification. For tho time heing, I skall
omit the discussion on Demotic or Coptic, os these are out of the

subject nnder consideration.

Written longunge and spoken language are usually divergent, though
they emwanate from one source. By wvirtue of some kind of staudiug
tradition, the flirst would retain fixed grammatical rules and special
modes of exprersion throughout the ages which would look back for the
crystollised ancicnt mode as displaying geouine Egyptizn forms. This i8
the reason for the revival of the Old Classical langunge as Iaztc as the
Demotic Period, as well ns its rctainment in religious texts. The spoken
langnage, on the other hand, is that of the people and soon absorbs
new words. It develops its own sinple and fluent forms which become
at last quite distinct from the writien language.

A characteristic of the vernacular language is a tendemey to slur
over grammatical niecties, such as gender and numher. Apparently, there
are some sporadic examples of this vernacular langusge in the Pyramid

texts, such as thcusc of '  (sometimes p] ), originally masculine

singular, for referring to hoth masculine or feminine words, eingular or
plural;

e. g. { Pyr. § 133) BO-~GTE It is Lis offerings.
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studied ‘The Tgyption Vocalisation from Native Soureces, i.e. Coptic
with the ideaithat it may serve as a background fur a better understand-
ivg of Late Egyptiano:

That is, in brief, the story of my study of Late Egyptian. It
shows how this study should Le made. Parallels with Coptic -will “he
given. Published and unpublished texis will bo read, and from  these
you will be asked to draw your vwa conclusions, and indicate the pec-
nliaritics of the style of Late Feyptian. T must peint out that the

grannaze of Middle Dgyptian should be thoroughly digested.

STAGES CF THE EGYPTIAN LANGUAGE

Philutwsists conesen themselyes, smong other thies, with the sty '
of the forms and censtrustions of amy given lunguaye in rclution 1o
cerlain perieds. This procedore Tas been snceessfully followed in the
analyais of modern langueges, as when we read that echolars distinguizh,
betwern Pancien franeaiz, of the XVili and XVIth centuries, and Je
Jrancais moderne, of the XIXNth and XXth centuries. The I'rench lan-
guage. philologists tell us, shows clearly in these two distinct peciods the

charicterislics of the political and social structures of Frisice.

This enme fuet is true of the Ancient Iigyplian Lunuoze. whi l
may alzo be classified into distinet periods, cach reflecting with the
game intensity the ups and downs of Egyptian history. DBut this is a
subject in which we have to procced with caution, blecpuse our only
cvidence of the Egyptian Languapge comes from written documents and
is zubject to the results of Excavations. With this idea in mind, we may
say that Grommarians have been able to classify the Ancient Egyplian

Language into distinct periods which are mow known as follows : ()

(A) The «Old Egyptian» as shown in the Pyramil Texts and a
few other formal inseriptions dated to the first eight Dynasties, from
3180 to 2240 B. C..

(B) Tbe «Middle Egyptian» of Dynasties IX to XI, from 2210
to 1990 B.C,, is known as the classical language, and bas been regard-
td as the litcrary language down to the Graco-Romau periods.

1} Cowpare Gerd., Qrammar, § 4
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POST - GRADUATE COURSE

LATE EGYPTIAN

B Y

ABD EL-MOHSEN BAKIR

B. Liw., D. Phil. {Oxon)

OPENING LECTURE
(Manday, I4th Janwary 1552)

HOW THLE STUDY OF LATE EGYPTIAN SHOULD BE MADE

Under most unfortunate conditions during the last war, I was

compelled to return to Egypt, ond to complete my work ou Egyptian

Epistolography [(rom the XVIIIth to the XXIst Dynastics with Dr, Eern;r,-
now DProfessor of Lgyptology at Oxford University. At that time, we
had only Ermoa's Neuligyptische Grammmatil: to reler whencver any
grammatical diflfculty arose, ond Erman’s hook was not always helpfal
in - this direction, some poinis in Gramnar needed rearrangement nnd
discusston in the light of new discoveries, As such was the case, Dr.

(farn); suggested that it might ho a pgood idea if he started a eeries of
lectures for me, and that Mr. Fairman, now Professor of Egyptology at
Liverpool University, and Mr. Gredsloff should join in. Dr. Eem;' in-
tended to publish his new study of Late Egyptian which I sincerely
hope will appear in the near future. In addition to these lectures we
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burgesses of Carlow were talien carc of by the cvui oy o g
who also supported those loca! charities, regettas, zpautz met-
tings and the like which Acton refused fo pal- oz

I T . . T B T

It is not our claim tiial raemhbors vounl .
Acton could not be found, His Carlow predeccssuy, Alarnas: (L

never addressed the House of Cormonz but be hd beor oo e
touch with his constituents. What wc do assert. is bt E1. ¢ -
dard of performance was 2 long way below the mpeiera sy oo
He entered the House with every opporiunity for !.. o
through his stop father in eloge vk v o0 70

ties, by religion member of a group ‘s c-asic 0 b7 -

society, with personal sand metal gifb: of the Lraies . aedo ) "o
seemg to have lacked some inner cenoulgion wwoo ;oo !

duties in co-operation with his fellow citizens. Vnntp!u- ha o
ways felt himsell out of touch with bis ag- : b 'n Fig v,
morality was timeless. Hiz lack of resnomsibnto 1% R
constituents, or io his co-rehgmm-:ts <7 190 thu_ LR LETRFE B
belokens some mizsing strand in Xi- ~oenoas o0t -
ashamed cf the methods of his electien an PR AP W R RN I
might have resigned ; if he felt himszelf unsuii-« W e O
day contacts of the Incuse of Ceomare 5 e - a0
nourable means of escape ; but worsr ool oo
heonour, achieve responsibility, and experience no recinsera? o7
gations.

Everr time one examines Acic s woas om0 T 0
actiilivs ol any buman being bis own poson2l 55 oo e 0 0
be kept in mind. We know that ia some L'i—;'-p(—‘a'if' woIE s e

worker and as well, ag a roviewsr, 2 ho quu & ]n i T

were mtua-..mns in which he wished for oo wiee 00

den and heat of the day. He was an'.-u;’rtuu..-, vl 1u-..-‘i"'i‘. 0

then and later,but ke refiescd the hewe coofioen s oo o m ;

‘t
H

he was desirous of composing a great work bui he feared o
critisicism which be ignored in politicn) fife. Tt ix g conds i’
that any discu~~ion of Acton’s politcal ynorality taw:t bo “we ¥
grounded in the examinstion of his cwn politica! experi-r ez,

L+

Jarres J. Auchmuty,
Member of the Reyal Irich Aecedoiny.
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the voters with courage; proudly stated his cace. defended his ac-
tions and laid himself at their mercy. The Carlow peoplc assai-
led Acton not on points of principale but as sicpson of the Lord
President of the Council, Farl Granville, as seduced by the gla-
led Acton not on points of principle but as stepson of the Lord
John Russell. A brave man would bhave apoken cut ; a cunning
politician would have befozpged the icsuc. Acten did neither —
he ran away! When the cissolvtion of navliemient came in 1865
he vttered ro ivord of thanks t{o his comsiitu-uts made no'last”
minute promise of amendomaont and roperteros ; be left them
as if he hed nevor kmown thers, a3 if thee Yo vo reciprocal du-
ties one fo the othr= Tbi- 4rv2 *Pat ™o £ avotner comshi-
taency, his men family tann of Kridpiorth. Yt anly st a late dete,
and then, after elcetion, h2 hod ths mordifieatio o of being uuze»-
ted for hriery om {the popg o2 o e sprae s - dhppeh «withs
out koowlsd, - nr corge of oF the ==id @i~ Tohp ¥ 1. Acton or bis
agontes, Fiz ady ighes por o veae 2t Big ctetia ror maled {o mor:
than those of pota o i~ or e ot crunbingd Y1t unfortunately
it has nct been possible to tro~ the expenses af the Carlow elec-
tion. In 1889 he was rnis<d ta the peerage on the recommenda-
tion of hig frierd Glal~ton. 217 Drorenflter had nn further opwor-
tunity of experienecing the euponsive luxury ef election or de-
feat.

If in parliament 4cton had feit himself out of touch with
bis constituente we reiterate that therc was no rcason why he
could not have established a position of his own representing
perhaps his co-religionists of the Roman Catholic faith, or an in-
ternational point of view the result of his cosmopolitan back-
ground. During his years in tha Flouse as editor cr confributor
fo the RAMBLER and the HOME AND FOREIGN REVIEW he
wrote some 475 pages of articles and 77 papes of current e-
vents, the latter entirgly and the former to a considerahle ex-
tent concerned with the subjcct of foreign affairs. 15 Yet in the
House of Commmons he never intervened in a2 Foreign Affairs de-
bate and the interests of his co-religionists he left in the hands
of Lord E. Howard aud Sir George Bowyer, while those of the

(15) P.E. Lelly — AS LORD ACTON SAYS, Newport U.8.4. 1942, p, 50
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In six years Acton asied two questions and answered one,
made no speeches, was a very unsatisfactory attender at debates,
even in those few but important division lists which are recorded
his name only appears in 27 out of 48, that is on just over half
the mzjor occasions; and what is more serious he made no cfiort
to keep in contaect with his constituency. Not only did he never
visit it, be practically never subscribed to local charitiegs and he
vas most inhospitable, at any rate by Irish standards, to any
Carlow callers in London. Worse still in political matters in
which his constituents were interested he was pot reliable and
he sat so much on the fenee that in at least on case he voted on .
opposite sides in sucessive divisions and then absented himself
from the key vote. Even in the private work of the House he was
a failure, Appointed to three parliamentary committees at none
was he 2 more than adequate attender and in none does he appear
to have exericed a really effective influence.

Reliéiously also he was a disappointment (¢ Irish Roman
Catholies. Catholie emaneipation though carried by the Tories
had been traditionally a Whig measure ; yet these same Whigs
were the elamorous heirs of lLite Glorious Revolution and the cs-
{ablishers of the protestant succession. At all times minority
groups had been attracted to tbeir banner but the conscientious
Roman Catholie, at a time when religious questions still aroused
persistent excitement, had grave difficulties in giving full alle-
giance to either party. It was the Whigs under Lord John Russel
who had been responsible for the FHcclesiastieal Titles Bill of
1850, denying to Roman Catholic prelates territorial titles ; but
the conservative opposition were in Ireland allied with the ex-
treme Orange and protestant interest. Acton’s represeniation of
Carlow came at the time of the Franco-Austrian war when Pius
IX was establishing himeelf at the prinecipal and foreeful enemy
of Italian unity and nationality, and when an Irish Brigade went
ont to defend the Papal city against the democratic national will
of thee Italian people. Acton had no love for the temporal power
of the papacy. Announced to speak in Dublin in its support he
failed to trun up;expected to criticice in parliament known govern-
ment sympathy with Italian unity he remained silent. When
Burke differed from the electors of Bristol he breadeast his de-
fence to the world; when the time came for re-election he faced
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in the English Historical Review. 13 Here it is only necessary to
recapitulate the main facts, Although only 25 at the time of his
election in 1859 Acton had already been looking round for a seat
in the House of Commons during the previous four years, and des-
pite his own confession that he could not wholeheartedly support
either of the dominant British parties approaches had been made
to several cons...uencies. The Boroligh of Carlow for jis part was
equally on the look out for a liberal candidate and only came to
terms with the representatives of Sir John Acton after other
starters had been found wanting -— usually in a financial sense.
Sir Jehn was nominated without a programme, issued no elec-
tion address and was elected sight unseen, defeating the sitting
mcmber, a prominent local landlord but a conservative, in the
process. A month later the new member paid his one and only
vigit to the constituency which had hongured him with its con-
fidence and addressed his principal supporters at a victory ban-
quet without committing himself to a detailed party programme.

If men truly value lightly what has been ohtained with ease
Acton cerlainly put 2 low value on his representation cf the
burgesses of Carlow. In a fwrther paper 14 I have analysed care-
fully his contributiong to the work of the House of Commons and
his activities on behelf of his electors during his parliamentary
career 1859-1865, and if his eleciion was undeserved even bis
principal Carlow supporter, the Rev. James Maher P.P. was a-
ware of the fact by the time the next election day arrived. When
one considers the riots and destruction which marked the origi- -
nal contest, the blood which flowed in the aftermath, and the pas-
siona which were aroused Acton remained strangely impervious
to it all, and for ail the thanks the people of:Carlow obtained they
might as well bave elected a stranger from Stockholm as the local
paper put it.

{13). James J. Auchmuty — ACTON's ELECTION A8 AN IRISH
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, B.B.R. Sept. 1946 pp. 393~ 405.

(14). Jumes J. Auchmuty — ACTON IN THE HQUSE OF QOifl-
MONGS. Bullctin of the Faculty of Arts, Alezandria University. Vol. V. 1949

np. $1-46,
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The disentangling must we think be attempted not only in
the field of Acton’s thought but algo in that of his practical life.
No man set out a higher ideal than did Burke regerdirg the caties
of a representative elected to parliament. « It ought to be the bap-
piness and glory of a representative to live in the strietest unicn,
the closest correspondance and the most unreserved communica-

tion with his constituents 10 ...... But his unhzissad opininn, his
meture judgement, his enlightened conscience, be ought rot to
sacrifice to you, to any man, or any =2t of men bz » 11 Ta-
famous adresses to the electors of Bristol canrot have beern  wr-
known to the historien who asserfced a permancnt moizt Ltan-
dard and refused fo make allowence for the climaic of phiic o
pinion in any given ers.

Accordingly when Acton was elected to parlizinent n» oy
where his duty lay, he was proud of his new positicn in sociity,
12 he held a sufficient knowledge at least of internationa) @ 70 o
and of the problems of his co-religionists to cut scme Iiece oo
the House. Yet all the commentators, friendiy and vririonitr o
like, agree that es a politician he was a complete failurz. Luh oo
was much more than a failure. Failure betokens incapac.t;, 7w

no one questions Acton’s abilities had he used them. Bal we - &8
even tried to he a success, and it is this lack of all feckng oo 1co-
ponsibility to his constituents, this scifistt appreciatioa oo - o -
bership of the House of Cimnons as a stea infhe focind e o
which makes us feel that Acton’s political earc.r nas s, - 1w
sufficiently closely examind wor #. »-er g o i

ciently condemned. -

The exact circumstances of Acton’s election for the bosoagit
of Carlow I have arcady described in detail in a paper punlished

(10 THER SPEECHES OF THE RT. ITION. ELSIUND EURRF. ¢d by
J. Burke, 1865 ed. Dublin p. 1E9

(1) Ivid p. 150.

(12). Mathew — op, cit. p. 146, Leticr of Eurl Granville to Lord (asi-
ning.
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which conflict with his public statements, and that in the last
twenty five years of his life he increasingly hardened against
Burke’s poliey of Dbalance and ecompromise present problemsa still
to be delt with.

For my part I am concerned in this paper with two things.
In the first place it is uniformir accepied that the early Acton
was a disciple of Burle and that that discipleship had heen stres-
ged rather than undermined by the continental stay as a pupil of
Dollinger. In the second place all judgements on Acton stress not
:uerely his historical but his moral influence, In the DICTIONA-
RY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY he is described as « Hictorian
and Moralist »; 7 Herman Finsr in a high-sounding but unbalan-
ced introduction to Miss Himmelfarb’s exeellent edition of Ac-
ton’s Eesays 8 asilis the rhotor:cal question : «To what is the pe-
rennial appeal of Acton duo 7 » and answers : ¢ Above all to
Acton’s moral intevzrity, » 9 ife asserts that, pre-ominently, Ac-
ton was o man of conscience, and quotes with approval Acton’s
own assertion that ¢« the inflexible intergrity of the moral code
is... the secret of the authority, the dignity, the utility of Histo-
ry. » Professor Finer's preface re-echoes the commonly held
opinions and is but distsntly related to the sholarly introduction
in which Miss Hininelfarh shows how unsystematic and contradic
tory are the different strands in Acton’s thought and how essan-
tinl it is for some one to apply hilinself to the conscious effort of
disentangling.

{7). Article by Acton's pupil J.N. Figgis, editor of his collected
works.

(8). Acton — ESSAYS ON FREEDOM AND POWER, selected with
an introduction by Gerirude Himmelferd, Boston, 1948,

{9), Ibvid p.p. VH — XII,
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Mgthew's volume ACTON: THE FORMATIVE YEARS, (2) the
first in a projected full length biography, makes but the barest
reference to the parliamentary career though a diffuse chapter
of some nine pages has for its title «The House of Commonss. (3)
It has always seemed to mea manmust be judged by
his actions asg well as by thoughts and while Dr. Mathew is
suberb etcher in of background the succesful hiographer of Ac-
ton will have to concern himself not only with writings and envi-
ronment but with the evolving pratical character of the man
himself in so far as it can be caught at this late stage. Porfessor
Butterfield in his Historical Association pamphlet LORD AC-
TON {}) emphasis the point that Acton’s Iater historical work
seems to have been affected by some emotional failure in his per-
sonal life and his private papers give us a glimpse of a profound
. unhappiness. Professor Butterfield also stresses, with so many
others icluding especially Dr. Mathew, (5) the profound influence
exercics by Burke on Acton’s political thinking while at the
same showing how this influence developed and altered during
Acton's career, As against this the American historian Dr. Ger-
trude Himmelfarb contends that the influence of Burke on Acton
has heen much over estimated. However it is important from my
point of view that she does admit that in his very early years
Acton was a faithful disciple of the Anglo-Irish political thinker
and che shows that during the period when Acton edited the
RAMBLER, 1859-1862, he did hold a . philosophy consciously
indebied to Burke, Supnorting a moderate and well orderad li-
herty he exalted the constitution and the law above reason and
deplored the ¢ abstiract, ideal absolutism of the modern tem-
per. » 6 That his private papers record judgements of Burke

(2}. David Mathew — ACTON : THE FORMATIVE YEARS. LON-
DON © 1946,

(3). Ibid. pp. 131 - 140.

{4). H. Butterficld — L.ORD ACTON, Historical Association Pamphletl
G. 9, London : 1948.

{5). Mathew op. cit. p. 5. « Edmund Burke was the ane teacher Acton
came {0 early and nover ieft ».

(6). Gertrude Himmelfarth — THE AMERICAN EREVOLUTION IN
THE POLITICAL THEORY OF LORD ACTON. It tuc Journal of Modern

History, Vol. XXI, pp. 298-318, Chicago 1949,
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LORD ACTON’S MORALITY: THEORY & PEACTICE !

by ’
Dr. JAMES J, AUCHMUTY

+

To the modern recrudesence of interest in the life and works
of Sir John Emerich Dalberg, first Lord Acton I have but slight,
though in my opinion important, contribution to make, It has
‘been said that his projected Histoy of Liberty on which he
spent a life time of research and for which he left so many
thousands of notes, is the greatest hook that ever was written;
and it is no mere coincidence that no successful biography of
this character so extraordinary on the English historical scene
has ever been attempted. That has not prevented many modern
historiographers from finding support for their theories by sei-
zing on isolated statements and disjointed phrases in his wri-
tings. But the time must come when a serious attempt is made to
produce a definitive estimate of Acton’s life, influence and his-
torical thought, and for that reason I have chosen to concern
myself with one small aspect of his life and activities for the
examination of which I had special opportunities.

The customary accqunts of Acton's life and work devote
but a few lines to his early political career as a member of par-
liament for the Irish horough of Carlow between 1859 and 1865
and to his subsequent election, only to be unseated for bribery,
for the English horough of Bridgnorth in 1865. Even A.rchbishohp

(1). A PAPER READ TQ THE IXth. INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF HISTORICAL SCIENCES
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break of war in 1939. After this they tended to turn their backs
on reality, each escaping from the world of public a2ffairs in his
own different way. The private world of the irdividual which
they had rejected in the ’thirties began to take a mure prominent
1:ace in their poetry ; and so, in a way, they ended up by joining
the Eliot generation of lonely artists, Yeats alone remiains the one
poet of the twentieth century who, not only ended o8 the poet of
life despite its uglier aspects, but whose poetry took on a healthy’
universality denied to that of the other poets of the first part of
the century.

R %
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Christopher Caudwell are a few who cxpressed, in action, 2 mood
which had hecome widespread among their contemporaties. The
Spanish war was the culmination of their hopes :

To-morrow, perhaps the futurc...
to-day the struggle
To-day the inevitable increasc in the chaiees of
death. (1)

The Republican armies, however, were defealed ; and the
faith of the Auden group in the future dwindled. They gradually
hegan to realise that their propagandist poetry which they had
hoped would heal the « waste land » had proved a failure. Spen-
der says that the fault with these pocts lies in the fact that po-
litics had hecome so much of an obsession with them, that it had
taken on the form of an end in itself rather than a meaxs 1o a non-
political goal. Politics came hefore poetry with them ; and they
treated politieal subjects not poeticaliy but politically. They were
turned too much outwards and their poetry was dependent on ex-
ternal events, more than was healthy for it, Spender says :

To invoke action in poetry is insufficient, for it puta
poetry at the mercy of something outside poetry,
which has to happen in order that the poemw may
be fulfilled.

The final conclusion at which Spender arrives is that

Poetry cannot take sides execpt with life, nor can
one dictate to poets their subject matier.

Thus the Auden group failed where Yeats succerded. Unlike
Yeats they failed to adjust themselves satisfaclorily to their world.
Their ready-made solution which they accepted as a basis for their,
faith in life and roriety had not been sufficiently absorbed to
stand them in good stead at the hour of their gravest nced, that
ig at the defeat of the Repuhlicans in Spain and the final out-

(1) Spain
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for some new coinage people have got so old ».

Need I remind yoy (says Auden) we're not living
in Ancient Egypt ? Time’s getting on and I myst
hurry or I'll miss the train, You've got some pretty
difficult changes to make. We simply can’t afford
Any passengers or skirmishers, I would like to see
you make a beginning before I 8o, Now, Here, (1 )

The address is made to the worker, the man who hag suffered
most from the existing economie system, who has least reason
to be attached to anything out of the past, and in whoge hands,
according t6 Marx, the future lies. The proletariat ig urged to rige
and give the death blow to capitalism and by so doing establish
an ecenomic system based on order and justice :

Hands off ! The dykes are down,

There is no time for play.

Hammer is poised and sickle -
Sharpened, I eannot stay. (2)

Suddenly the hopes of these young writers take concrete
shape with the outbreak of the Spanish eivil war:

On that arid square, that fregment nipped off from
Africa, soldered so crudely to inventive Europe,

On that tableland scoreq by rivers,

Our thoughts have bodies, (3)

Now the forces of reaction and those of the future come
into conflict as the armieg of the g’enera]s and the republic face
one another on the battle field, The enthusiasm of the young En-
glish writers was so great that some of them took up arms and
died in the fight. Ralph Fox, John Cornford, Julian Bel) and

(1} Ths Orators.

(2) Day Lewis, The Magnectic Mountain
(3) W.H. Auden, Spain
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worth of the individual lies primarily in his capacity as a mem-
ber of society and history. Auden gives expression to this belief
when he says :

Do not imagine you can abdicate,
Before you reach the frontier, you are caught. (1)
and

All sway forward on the dangerous flood
Of history, that never sleeps or dies. (2)

These poets, unlike their predecessors, were suspicious of
the past. They regarded the inability to catch up with our times
and the falling back into a time no longer ours 29 the cause of
the misery and disorder of the present :

Man is changed by his living ; but not fast enough.
' His eoncern to-day is for that which yesterday did
not oceur.
In the hour of the Blue Bird and the Bristol Bomber,
his thoughts are appropriate to the years of the
Penny Farthing (%)

The urgent call to modern man is, therefore, « alter” your
life ». The message of the Auden group is action :

I say, stemping the word with emphasis,
Drink from here energy and only energy
As from the electric charge of a battery,
To will this Time's change. ({)

Now is the «time for the destruction of errorr: ¢it is time

(1) From Poems
(2) From Look Stranger

(3) The Dog Beneath the Skin
(4) Stephen Spender, Poems
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I'm jealous of the weeping hours

They stars through with such bungry eyes
I'm haunted by their images,

I'm haunted by their cmptiness, (1)

This is the same worid which Kliot gaw, but kcre the pe.
Eemblance ends. Tue 5.0 in Spender’s Poem ig syrapathetic rather
than cynical and he tneg not  draw the grand figive of Kijot
walching from above with g cynical smile the little dolg below
moving to their doon;. Spender, along with the other members
of the gronp, arproaches the present with 4 more praetical pur-
posc than Eliot's ; his aim ig to change it. He and his group look
towards the future ang by so daing apply to their poetry Edward
Urward's theury of i ¢ novel and how it ought to portray life:

It a novel were to be written deseribing with com-
plete fa:iiiifulness the surface of life in England to-
day, the stums, the Iuxury, the bower of the capita-
list mitosicy, the political ignorance of the exploited
majority -— such a novol would be unirue to life, Tt
would show only ane side of the yleturz, and not
the mos! imiortant side ; it wouid he pessimigtic,
would ri-yeomt militant socialism 8¢ A& comrara-
tively incignificant MIVCuient having not more thap
a few thonsand adherents - it wowld distort the fu-
ture and tisrepresent (he bast. (2)

The faith of the Auden group in the future yrag tasaed main-
ly on Marx’s interpretation of history which provided it with a
natters for gn Arwarc.nly chactic world. The Ineoherent present
became merely a phose in the embracing procoss of kistory. Ac-
cording to Marx and to these boets, the movement of history is
forward; there can be ne return to the past, as Eliot and his
generation suggest. The isolated individual who tries to ent him-
gelf off from history aund society is doomed tn failure; for the

—_—
(1) Stpehen Spender, from Poems

(2} As quoted by Philip Henderson in The Poet and Society



fight and struggle to change the society which is causing the
frustration of the individual and establish a new society to heip
_him live a fuller life. These pocts are continuing the message
of Bernard Saw.

Their interpretation of society is more conprehensive than
that of their predecessors. They feel that a picture of socicly
which does not take into account indusirialism and the life and
thought of the working class is incomplete. They kaow that equal-
ly incomplete is a picture which fails to show those in conirol
of the working class, Therefore, they set out to write of the de-
caying world of unemploymnent, rotting industry and agrieul-
ture :

I see barns falling, fences broken,

Pasture not ploughland, weeds not wheat.

The great houses remaiu but only half are inhabi-
ted,

Dusty the gun-rooms and the stable clocks statio-
nary. (1)

The individual worker is uncmployed, poor, hurcry and lives
a life of emptiness :

Moving througli the silent crowd
Who stand behind dull cigarettes

The men who idle in the road

I have the sense of falling light ;

They lounge at corners of the strect

And greet friends with a shrug of shoulder
And turn their empty pockets out

The cynical gestures of the poor ;

Now they've no work, like better men

Who sit at desks and take much pay

They sleep long nights and rise at ten

To watch the hours that drain away.
{1) The Dog Beneath the Skin.
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ted faith in their ahbilitics ard stored enerpy, aceepled the exter-
nal world =t its face value: chans, wary, rovolulions, counomad
crises, alozg wilh the poveriy and micery of modern life. And
they presented these subjects in their poelry from a fresh an-
gle.

Soejety is a living theme in their works and the idividual is
seen primerily in his relationship to scciety. He becomes first
and foremost a social ereature, the « horizontal man », as Auden
calls him. in contrast with the ¢ vertical man ». This partieular
preoccupation with society in its different aspects and with thc
individual as a social and not a private creature is apparent in
Auden’s pems and plays written in the 'thirties. Ferc his ap-
proach is cuite different from that of the lonely Eliot gencration.
A comparison between The Dog Beneutl the Skin, written in col-
laboratior with C. Isherwood, and Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral
will bring out the essential difference between the two genera-
tions. The theme of both these plays is war,suffering and the frus-
tration of numan beings. Typical of his generation, Eliot tackles
the subjec: psychologically. Although he has a elear view of Tho-
mas a Becxett’s position in society, he concentrates un the private
individual and his private problem ; he deals with the inward
conflict cf a Beckett living through a period of unrest and with
the interral struggle which takes place between the passions and
gelf-discipline, In The Dog Beneath the Skin the thieme is hand-
led from the point of view of the relationship heiween social
responsibilty and individual freedom. The {ast bond between the
individua. and society forms the centre of this and Auden's other
works written in the ’thirties. This play ends with a final em-
phasis o such a link : « To each his need ; from cach his po-
wer ». Eliot, on the other hand, regards society a3 a hindrance
to the individual. This is likewise the altitude of D.H. Lawrence
who sees society weighing down on the individual unti! ke is no
longer able to act and develop naturaily, while Veats is the one
member of his generation who accepts the conflicts and strug-
gles, the blooshed and the frustration, all as part of a glorious

‘pattern. The Auden group also sees them as part of a har-
monious whole, and demands that we do not try to escare
from sceiety and its problems. We should take life in
both our hands and act for we are the {ools of history; we should
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Thus, as with Yeats earlier in the century, the external
warld forced itself upon a group of young poets who acceptc'l’
the challenge plunging knee-deep into the world of politics, eco-
nomic3 and gocial reform. Unlike the older generation of the 'twen-
ties who saw life mainly as a collection of private problems, the
poets of the ‘thirties, headed by W.H. Auden, Cecil Day Lewis and
Stephen Spender, learnt to trace every evil to a political or eco-
nomic cause. Like the Eliot generation they were in revolt a-
gainst their society which was & denial of all human values ; but
contrary to them, the Auden group chose to immerse itself
in socicty and tried to get to the root of the trouble which was cau-
sing 50 much unhappiness in an age where everything seemed
to be set for the happiness of the individual. A sense of respon-
sibilty towards society characteriscs these young writers. They
sougnt to utilise their poetry as a prepoganda weapon to refashion
Lhe outer world, the material world of factories with the ugly
conditions they imposed on life and the world of economic crises
which left s0 many destituie.

And here we note an important difference between the Auden
group and Yeats. Yeats had grown up towards the end of the
nineteenth century which was still an age of individualism. There-
fore, when he went in search of positive values and meaning in
the external world of public affairs, he ultimately found them in
a personal myth. Whereas Yeats had turned inwards in his
search, the young poets of the ’thirties turned outwards. The
chaos and disorder they experienced were too universal to allow
for a private solution. This they found in Marx’s materialist view
of history. « Dialectie Materialism » offered a simple explana-
tion for a diversity of things : the movement of history, the de-
velopment of the family, the ideals of remantic love, the conflicts
of bourgeois family life, the neuroses of the middle class and
the position of the proletariat in society. All this appeared in the
form of an-objective interpretotion of the human world, creating
order and meaning where before there had been disintegration
and hollowness, Marxism supplied the Auden group with a set
of values for which the Eliot generation had had to go to the
past.

These enthusiastic young writers, provided with an unlimj-
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proved even more oppressive than the fragmentariness and dis-
cord of the post-war years. The feeling was growing that there
must be something fundamentally wrong with an economic sys-
tem so full of paradoxes as to allow people to starve in the midst
of plenty.

The necessity of establishing order into sueh a state of uni-
versal disorder was generally recognised everywhere in the
'thirties. In England and America veform inereased and a serious
attempt was made to improve the economic status of the indivi-
dual. In both Germany and Italy efforts were directed to bring-
ing the economic and social system under control. Finally, there
wos Russia who, earlier in the *twenties, had realised the need
for economic planning and was now, as a result, enjoying some
- semblance of order and a relatively stable form of existence, even
while the States and Europe were groaning under the weight of
the economic crises. Thus, the spotlight was being focused on
economics.

H was equally being directed upon politics. This is apparent
in the growing strength of the militarist states of Nazi Germany
and Fascist Italy whose policy of aggression threatencd to plunge
the world into war. In short, the general atmosphere of the 'thir-
ties was one of action and political Ltengsion which tbe artist could
bardly ignore. For as Stephen Spender, the poet, says :

When the very existente of civilization is threatenecd
by war and oppression, politics become cither an af-
firmation of life or an alliance with death. More
than this in innumerable ways, even when men are
unaware of it, the activity of their lives assumes
a political aspect. Although they may be indiffcrent
to politics and politicians they cannot ignore the
contemporary history which feeds or starves them,
breeds and shoots them (1)

(1) The Destructive Element.
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forces of the present resolve into harmony ; out of the anarchic
state of the present appears « the second coming ». Until this
happens, Yeats believes that it is the task of the artist to main-
tain the order which the individual, cau=ht in the gtruggle, fails
to diseern. In this way Yeats both accepts and transcends the
temporal ; he transcends it Ly accepting it.

¥ o ¥

By the lime Yeats had rceonciled himself to reality in its
diiferent forms, another group of young pcets found themselves
confronted with Lhe same problem which first came to Yeats's
notice during the Irich Rebellion and later with the chaos and
disintegration of the post-war world. Yeats, however, had grown
up in a morc limited woild and was intreduced to socicty and its
problems gradually and in smali doses. Fie was not altogether
taken by surprise and was, thercfore, slowiy able to adjust him-
self to the new conditions. The positive values of Celtic mythclo-
gy give way to the positive values of fighting Ireland and her
heroes, and these are finally superseded by Yeats's own personal
myth., Thus Yeats is well armed in his descent into the world
of public affairs and action.

On the other hand, the life which the poets of the ’thirties
knew from the start was lacking in pattern and harmony. The
tired and lonely 'twenties which the Eliot generation bad expe-
rienced and which drove its members into an ivory tower came
to a sensational close with the outhreak of the 1929-1931 econo-
mic crises. With modern civilisation crumbling wherever he turn-
cd there seemed to be nowhere the artist could escape. Compared
with this new menacing life, Yeats's world was comparatively
sheltered and limited. Public events now forcibly imposed them-
selves upon the younger generation who had never enjoyed the
luxury of positive values. The economic crises revealed the flim-
siness of the whole social, political and economie structure of so-
ciety. It brought to light an unforgettable state of chaos which
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world, emerge the beguty and variety of life together with its
foree and pattern. All we can do is to accept this determinist pat-
tern.

Thus Yeats who was once a dreamer of dreams, now blesses
« the bloody arrogant power » of the mai of action. Iic.lias been
won over {o ethe mire and blonds and bas rejected ithe stain-
less moon whose purity nothing can blemish. He ig fuily aware of
the consequences of the choice he bas made. This is apparent in
his poem Among Schoolchidren. By this time he is « a sixty year
old smiling public man » ingpecting a school kept Ly nuns. As lLie
watches the girlS be remembers the woman he loved. Fio sces o
picture of her as she might have been as a child. Back in the jre-
sent, however, he sees her as she really is, an old woman :

Her present image floats into the mind - -
Did Quattrocento finger fashion it

Hollow of cheek as though it drapk the wind
And took a mess of shadows for iis meat ?

Beauty is transient, it dacays with the doeay of the  body.
Lven divine beauty is symbolised hy « perishabie objecls ». Ne-
vertheless, Yeats comes to the conclusion that « body » must not
be « bruised to pleasure soul ». All that reslly ecunis are the ins-
tinctive and simple joys of life represented by the « blossoming
of the chestnut tree » and « the hody swayed to music ».

Crazy Jane is tbe exponent of Yeats' final phasc of develop-
ment and his vigorous acceplance of life with both its ugliness
any its beauty. When the Bishop deplores the lass of her virgini-
ty and advises her to give up this « foul sty » and live ina
« heavenly mansion », she retorts :

Fair and foul are near of kin,
And fair needs foul.

In the same way Yeats is able to accepi the confusion and
disorder depicted in The Second Coming and the disintegration
of Ireland. For in this fragmentary picture of the present, the ar-
tist can see order, and as the Wheel of Time turns, the opposing
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and failure are part of the etermal process. Variety and conflict
go to make up life and moverent. Yeats sees time and eternity
as complemenlary ; neither can exist without the other. The
world of Becoming is put into action by the world of Being, and
the world of Being derives bs paitern and meaning from the
world of Becoming.

With the ail of this prrsonal myth Yeats was able to plunge
into the midst of reality and 1o face theugiiness of the present
withoul {alling irto despair or trying to escape. Like Eliot who
approaches the modern world froma «the still centre of the turning
world », 80 Yeauws seos it througn the pattern of his Wheel of
Time, thus giving it meaning,

There is little or ne eonflice al all in Yeats's later poetry.
The reality with which he iz confronled in his iater years and the
ideal which eaplured his inagivation as a young poet have been
fully reconciled. This explaing the vizour and youth of the later
Yeats who seems to grow younger with the passege of time. He
now accepts the temporal world with all its impurities :

What matter if the ditches are impure ?
What matter if 1 live it all once more ?

I am conleny to live it ali once again

And yet again if il be {o piteh

Inte the frog-spawn of the blind man's diteh,
A Dblind man battering biind men. (1)

Everything has its place in the pattern and must be accepted.
Unlike the young Yeats who went in search of an ideal world,
the older Yeats does not attempt to transeend the temporal. To
be part of the struggle, to fight against hidden destiny is man’s
fate. Out of the conflict wilhin the individual himself : between
the body and scul and between the intellect and the imagination ;
and out of the siruggle between the individual and the external

(1) A Dialogue of Self and Soul.
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retreat from the world of reality. In Ninefcen Hundred and Nine-
teen we get a vision of this bloody violent Ireland from which he
is shrinking:

Now days are dragon-ridden, the nightmare

Rides upon sleep: a drunken soldiery

Can leave the mother, murdered at her door,

To crawl .in her own blood, and go scot free.

The world of publie affairs, of action and of the senses, as
Yeats has come to see it, is no longer for him ; it is a place only
for the young. « Thal is no country for old men » he says in Sai-
ling to Byzantium. His desire now is to be gathered into the ar-
tifice of eternity » never to « take bodily form from any natural
being ».

One would have tliought that by this time Yeats had reached
the final stage of his developirent and that he would have ended
hy turning his back on reality and esecaping into the past he had
loved as a young man. But he was too vigorous a poet to do that.
e still felt attracted to the aciual world of life and struggle. -
ven the post-war world which inspired Eliot with The Wasic
Lgnd, a poem of almost complete negation, produced from Ycats's
pen The Second Coming from whichhope in the future is not ab-
sent. The picture of the modern world which Yeats presents is onc
of confusion and disintegration :

Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer ;
Things fall apart ; the eenire cannot hold ;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world......

Yet he is not driven to despair, for the future holds for him «The
Second Comings, the promise of a new world and a regeneration.
The secret of his faith and his final acceptance of the disorder of
the modern world lies in a highly elahorate paitern into which
be fits past, present and future, relating them to the whole of
cternity. The Wheel of Time is the symbol he gives this scheme
which is based on ancient and Indian philosophies comhined in-
to a personal myth, In his Wheel of Time the conflicts and dis-
cords of life form the pattern of existence ; apparent frustration
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Yeats in his later years with & fresh set of symhols of immediate
significance and appeal. In this way his brooding sense of the
past as embodied in Celtic mythology becomes a developed con-
sciousness of history in the making with actual living heroes.
Taken as a group the poems September 1913, Easter 1916 and
Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen vividly present a phase of Irish
history as seen, felt and related hy an Irishman. )

This struggling world of hlgod and action, however, scon
threatened Yeats with disillusionment and he eut himself off from
the world of politics and public affairs, burying himself in his an-
cient Galway tower to live amidst old memories and dreams. He
had not yet fully developed as an artist and was still unable to
reconcile himself to reality with all its disappointments. It is du-
ring this period that disillusionment weighs him down and a tired
old age feeling creeps over Yeats, not unlike T.S. Eliot's fediing
in The Waste Land.The absence of anything positive to cling to ac-
counts for the sense of emptiness in this poetry. As Yeats with-
draws from the world, creeping back into himself, be sees from
the roof of his ivory tower armies «fignting and plunging to emn-
ptiness » and <« phantoms of Hatred and of the Heart's rullness
and of the coming Emptiness ». Yeats now echoss Eliot's
weariness, exhaustion and pessimism ail of which are the result of
his disgust with the turn of events, both in Ireland and in [n-
rope :

We are closed in, and the sky is turned
In our uncertainty.

He is painfully conscious that «many ingenious iovely things
are gone ». The voice of the tired old man speaks of the solidity
and beauty of the past which has now become o subject for
brooding : ’

We too had many pretty toys when young.

The iiux with the past has snapped and the continuity is
broken,

The butchery which took place during the Irish Rebellion
has much to do with Yeats's disillusionment and his temporary
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mong the leaders were many whom he knew and loved, And both
peet and nationalist heroea were caught up in the fight for Ire-
land in this new phase of her history.

i

o

The Celtic twilight dissolves into the light of day. Yeats
cxchanges his embroidered coat for 2 worhaday coat as he des-
cends into the most real of all realities—the world of politics and
action;the past is now left behind. The scene of his poem Easter
1916 is that of Dublin with its eighteenth century architecture
and the « people coming from counter to desk », The people are
shown in their simplicity ; they are seen as they really are with
1no halo of romance surrounding them. There is the Countess Mar-
kiewicz who « spent her days in ignorant good will », and her
.« nights in argument », the schoolmaster Pearse and Connolly
his friend, and MacBride «the drunken vainglorious lout ». All
have their part in that casual comedy which suddenly turns into
tragedy, making heroes and hercines of them, Although Yeats
was nol altogether in favour of sbedding blood and was inglined
to thiuk that it was needless, his sympathy goes out to the heroes
of the movement :

We know their dream ; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead ;
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died ?
I write it out in verse —
Macdonagh and MacBride

And Connolly and Pearse

Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,

Are changed, changed utterly :
A terrible beauty is born.

The old Ireland had been beautiful in its mystery, but the
new Ireland was beautiful in a terrifying way. This was a stran-
ge new country, alive and struggling for life not lost in the world
of dreams and romance. Its people resembled neither the simple-
hearted peasant with his legends of 2 past glory, nor the aristo-
craey with its polisbed manners and cultural heritage ; they were
a people stained with blood through action. It is they who supply
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which this new aspect of his country caused Yeats helped 1o de-
velop in him the more natural human feelings of scorn, pride
and disgust all of which are absent from his early poetry. These
feelings enabled him to see his counry in 2 clear light. The « Red
Roses, the < Rose of all Roses » and the < Rose of all the world »
had turned into a quarrelsome crowd, thus killing the old spirit
of Jreland. And disillusionment, a note so far alien in Yeais's
work, makes its appearance in September 1913:

Was it for this the wild geese spread
The grey wing upon every tide ;
For this that all that blood was shed,
For this Edward Fitzgerald died,
And Robert Emment and Wolfe Tone,
All that delirium of the brave ?
Romontic Ireland’s dead and gone,
. It’s with O’Leary in the grave.

Romantic Ireland had died with the idealist Q'Leary and now
romantic Yeats was also dying. In 4 Coat he promises to diseard
all his foriner trappings. As early as The Green Helmet the ela-
borate and concentrated use of mythology has disappeared; the
style has become simple and direct and the imagery is vivid
Yeats’s aim has now become

To write for my own race
And for the reality.

This opportunity was given to him with the political developments
in Ireland and the Irish Nationalist movement. The Easter ire-
bellion of 1916 thrust him forward on to the path of realism. The
old Celtic mythology gives way to a new set of values derived
from and embodied in the heroes of the movement and the new
Ireland they hoped to bring 10 birth. The heroism and self-sacri-
fice of the leaders of the movement won the admiration and gra-
titude of the Irish people. Yeats, who was in Dublin at the time
of the outhurst, was personally touched by the rebellion for a-
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tic aesthete for whom poetry was an expression of the beauti.
ful and the timeless. He was the bard who wished « to pluck the
silver apples of the moon and the golden apples of the sun ». Yeats,
the romantic, is embodied in the hero of Shadowy Waters who

raile through fairy seas in pursuit of a dream and an ideal love
wiich is not of this earth,

But a beautiful unheard of kind
. That is not in the world,

During this carly phase of his development, Yeats's poetry
vwas in keeping with and an expression of the romantic spirit
of iis people and their thmes. Gradually the Irish way of life and
tizought began to take on a different appearance ; the structure
of socicly began to change. A new middle class with shop-keeping
and meterialistic values, antagonistic to the old leisurely and
aristocratic way of life, was emerging. Yeats felt that this meant
¢2 destruction of the old ideals and beliefs which had held the
commuuity together and, therefere, the disintegration of society.
it is theze conditions which first brought Yeats face to face with
reality,

UUnable to shut out the world around him, the poet who had
chogen to dwell In fairyland, cultivating the imagination and en-
joying beauty for its cwn sake, began to express a certain unea-
siness it his poetry. In These Are the Clouds there is a presenti-
ment that the old arisiocratic tradition is dying out and a fore-
boding of social revolution. A sense of evil which is gradually en-
veloping the oid world is felt throughout the poem :

The weak lay haud on what the strong has done,
Till that he tumbled that was lifted high

And diseord follow upon unison,

And all things at one common level lie.

The new Ireland was unpleasantly different from the Ire-
land of Yeats’s youth, the Ireland he had imagired and sung of in
his poetry. It was a noisy, angry, discordant place. The shock
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century has been to move from realism to vomanticisin, from
an interest in the external world and ity problems {o a final re-
coil from its complications. Yeats, on the other band, developed in
the opposite direction : he started as a rowantic escapist and
gradually became, as the result of the interaction between him and
the world of external events, a realist of the first corder.' The
’eighties and 'nineties of the nincteenth century are as far re-
moved from the post-war (1914-1918) period and the ‘thirties of
the present century as is the world of the Sidhe from tha% of
Crazy Jane in the poetry of W.B. Yeats. This change in the vut-
side world is to a large degree responsible for the particular line
of development in his poetry.

Yeats grew up in an Ireland of relative stability, an Ireland
which, to all appearances, was still living in the eightzcnth cen-
tury. It was an agricultural country ruled by a landowning class
which, aithough arrogant and suobhigh, had not yet acquired the
dullness and vulgarity of the commereial middle class. Yeats had
spent his boyhood among this hearty and vigorous people who
gained their vitality through dircet contact with the pcasant. The
peasantry itself was livinz in close communion with the earth, its
source of livelihood, and with the past. Ireland kad not yet bro-
ken the link with the past ; she and her people were part of a
Iong established tradition and the sense of unity and coatinuily
was the essence of Irish life.

Yeats was part of this harmonious existence. His fiery ima-
gination had heen roused by Ireland's cultural tradilion, parti-
cularly because as a boy he had listened c¢nthralled to stories of
his oncient land teld by the peasants in their beautiful imagina-
tive language. Celtic mythology, however, had captivated him in
such a way as to blind him to the here and now. Irish landscape
became, for him, en embodiment of the romantic world of the
past ; the associations it roused were from Irish legend and his-
tory. The beauty of the present was seen, not as an emhodiment
of the world of reality, hut as a world which evoked mecmories
from the past. For Yeats, the imagination was altogether divor-
ced from reality and the present.

During this early period, Yeats was a thoroughgoing roman-
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THE APPROACH TO CONTEMPORARY LIFE
IN THE POETRY OF TWO GENERATIONS

by
Dr. NUR SHERIF

The general tendency of the artists of the'twenties, headed
by T.3. Eliot, D.H. Lawrence, James Joyce and W.B. Yeats was
to create a personal myth around the present and from there to
approach society. Edwin Muir calls them the «lonely» or <home-
less» generation because they stood alone against soeiety and
were painfully conscious of the loneliness of the individual. The
typical hero of this period is the isolated individual who is an
individualist, not because he believes in individualism, but be-
cause there does not seem to be any other way open to him. We
have & picture of thig individual in nearly all Virginia Woolf's
novels, in Eliot's poetry and in Joyce's Ulysses. He presents a
picture of helplessness, frustration and an utter lack of faith in
the future regeneration of society.

Among this generation, however, there stands one who over-
came his loneliness and romanticism and whose later poetry, as
a result, is the most vigorous the twentieth century has known.
The strength of Yeats's poetry is the outcome of his healthy and
realistic attitude to life. He learnt to accept, after bitter experien-
ee, the different aspects of existence, the good and the bad, ay
part of a vast pattern. But before he was able to formulats hf
philosophy of acceptance, Yeats went through a line of develop-
ment which differs much from that of modern poets in general, al-
though it comes close to the development of the ordinary intelligent
human being. The tendency of most of the artists of the twentieth
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risme entreticnnent cntre eux les rnpports philosophiques les pius étroits,
'un ou Pnutre commence sérieusement A réflechir et & écrive quand il o dé-
ja bien connu soh prédéceseur. Leurs pbilozophles restent pourtant trés
distinctes, irréductibles mémes. Rlen de comparable entre leurs « idées » :
de l'idze de Locke & 1z fois intermédiaire indlspensable et obstacle entre la con
sclence ot in chose V'idée de Berkeley, signe et chose; de cette dernidre idée,
sortnt pour ninsi dire toute fraiche du balo de la réallté, & lidée de Hume
gllssant Insensiblement vera le néant, il n'y a pas de véritable continults. —
La réalité, dont ils parlent, n'est pn3 la mame non plus : elle ecst extérieure
4 mo) et éirangdre ; ou extérieure et familldre ; ou absente, lointaine matls
cfficace quand méme, puisqu'avec les effluves, qut en émanent, les ¢ im-
pressions 3, je reconsttue un réve intérieur. — Par nucun moycn, je ne puls
déduire 'unc de ces philosophles de l'autre, la fuire cngendrer A partir de
Vautre : mondss distinets ou plutdt vues distinctes d’'un monde.

L'exumen de 1z detnigre de ces philosophie'a nous conduit préecisement
h conclure qu'il est & la fols Impossible de concevoir un seul emplrisme, et
nécessalre de passer d'une docirine & son opposé, de ne jomais a'orréter. It
c'est pourquoi il y aura sutant de philosophles de I'expérience que de regards
philezophigues, sl chaque regard est la fine pointe de cette expérience, et ai
chague philosophie o le loislr de 'exprimer. — Dans ure page caractéristl-
que de son ceuvre principale, Samuel Alexander compare I'esprit en rapport
avee 569 objets, & un plat dont chaque partie ne refléchlt qu'un mets déter-
miné. Il n'y suruit pas plus dtuniformité entre les différentcs philosophles
de Expérience qu'a données ct que donncra I'Apgleterre gu'entre les partles
de ce pilat. II fuudrait ajouter, en trapnsposant les remargues & Alexonder,
gque ces philosophics, comme les différentes courbures du plat imaginaire,
reprisenterait d'une manlére indéfiniment variées, les aspects d'une rénlité
infinlment complexe,
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sonnelle, de la causalité, de la pnlure de Fime, nous nvons des iddes, ¢'ost-
A~dire des états piles et évancscents, Mois grice & unc dialectigie tissée
d’illuslon comme cclle que noua venons de retracer ou sujet du monde ¢x-
téricur, notre idéc passera de la pileur A la vivacité, dc la réflexion & la
présence, et de l'imeginatlon & In croyance,

Cette dialectique de Vaccroissement déveile, i Vinfelligence, Villusion
dont clle est.d peu prés toujours victime; ct & cctte dialectique s'en substi-
tuc une sutre, une dinlectique de la dégéndrescence. Lo croyance, cexaminge
dc prés sc révéle inconslstente; tout cxomen minuticux I'nffaiblit nécessal-
rewicnt j-de certalne, elle devient sevlemment probable, et chaque nouvel exa-
men ¢n diminue Uintensité et par 13 méme, la proballid, Enm poussant cot
cxamen 4 Io Umite, la croyance s'évanouirn nécessalrement.

Inutile de reprendre Ia description étonnement subtile, par lagueile Hume
découvre A la pensée, le néant de ses conceptions ; Hume lui-infme s'cfforce
parfols sincdrement de nous tranquiliiser: nux deux diadecHques que Rnous
venens de signaler, s'ajoutle cnfin ¢e gu'on pourrnit oppeler une dialectigue
o lu nalurg. -— L’intelligence, quand elle aboutit & des rézultat tolalement
négatlfs, fait son office d'intclligence ; et pour elle, du molns, lo situation
cst irrémédinble. Mais il n'y a pas que l'intelligence cn l'homme. Lo natute
vitale de 'homme, n égnlement un devoir & accomplir ; aprés des moments
de vide totnl, de nuit compléte, In naturc reprend le dessus, La naturc ne
peut souffrir le doute, la suspension de la pensde; encore moins un néant
de pensée. Ln nature invite Ie penseur & renouveler sa confianee dans les
scnsations, elle le pousse de nouwvegu & passer des idées Blx croyances, oux
états vifs ot intenses, qui ramdnent avec clles la gatisfaction. — Sans doute
Vintclligence reviendra a la charge et remontrera l'inconsistence et des
idées ot des croyances. Bt ainsi de suit jusqu'a Yinfini : jeux de la pensée
d'une pnrt, force de Ia coutume d’'zutre part. — Par rapport & l'unc et par
rapport & l'autre, quel scrait le dernier mot de la philosophie ? Durant les
moments de négatien, il faut savoir attendre la fin, avoir la conscience que
ecs momenty ne sont pas définitifs. D’autre part, quand c’est la coutume qui.
triomphe, ne pas refuser la satisfaction qu'elle offre ; mals il fant savolr
surtout considérer ces moment mvee un esprit seeptique. La natura nous
sauve du scepticisme de la penséc ¢n demcurant en dehors de o pensée.

Cct examen rapide de I'empirisme anglajis dans son époque peut-tire
la plus brillante, nous révdle plusicurs choses. Tout d'abord, guelle que soit
l'origine premlére de Uempirisme anglaig, 11 est certain qu'd son  apogée, il

“s'cst affirmé comme réaction conscicnte 2 une philosophie qui ne fut nul-
lement crapiriste, qui ne prétendait nullcment s'astreindre aux legons de
Iexpérience ¢t de l'observation. En outre, les représentants de cet empl-

— 16 —



autre nuance ; lc hleu de ces yeux n'est pus le bleu de ce que J'appelle les
mémes ycux gue Jai vug hicr ; car cotre hier ¢t aujourd'hud, mon rcgard
n's pas flxé ce bleu tout le temps ; ct méme 'ayant flxé, je me I'aural pas
pensé identlque ; car le bleu m'npparuit & des moment différents ; 1] est fait
d'impressions quolitetlvement cf temporcllement  différentes ; sculement
Vimpression di bleu place mon ec2prit duns des dispositions semblables. Quel-
que chose en moi semble: reconnaitre ce bicu; quelgue chose eusyl en moi,
méeonnait lu diversité des impressions pour npe regarder gue leur similarité,
quelque chose en moi semble traverser ccite vurlété comme dans un pays
connu. L des impressions, qui placent mon esprit dans des dispositiona con-
tinuellement similaires n'ont rien gue les distingue d'impressions oui pla-
cent mon csprit dans uac disposition identique. Ces cheveux noirs que je re-
vois cn 3 mois pour la dlxidme fois, sont comme les cheveux que mon regard
a fixés une fois pendant dix minutes ow pendant unc heurc. Je gllase in-
scnsiblement (7 glide amouihly) dit Hume, d'unc dispositlon A Yautre ; ct
les impresslons glissent en mol, avee moi et me donnent I'illusion de Viden-
tité,

Je m'évcille parfols au désnceord des impressions, je tente de me ré-
volter conire unc imagination puru:scuse qui m'invite & volr, dans des Im-
presslons différentes, des objets identigues. Je reinarque le déealage de ces
impresslons interrompues durimt le temps, par rappori 4 cet objet supposé
identigue. Mais je ne puis souffiir coc désnccord trés longtcmps. Je vals
méme encore plus loin ; au llew de me contenter d'un objet que §expérl-
mente mol comme identique, durnnt les intervalles du temps, jattribue 4
cct objet, une cxlstenece durable, continue, Ces choveux noirs demeurcnt les
mémes quand je ne les apergols pag, guand je n'en al plus l'impression ; et
comme j'nl glissé ipsensibleinenl des dispositions semblables oux impres-
sions scmblabes, ct des lmpessior3s sembables nux lmpressions I[dentlgues,
je plisseral imsensiblemcnt oux objcts identiques, douéds d'exiatence c¢onti-
nue.

Et quand jc¢ retrace cn arriére Uimpression que jui e¢n ec moment,
impresston que j'ai fortement ervie de ruttacher & un objet identigue et con-
tlou, des souvenirs d'impresions s:mblables me reviconent A la pensée et
m'invitent encore plus fortement & regarder l'impression actuelle comme
Feffet d'une préscoce réelle, I'effet d'un objet dont l'exdstence est contnue ;
et lca impressions passées ef celles du moment et les propensions actuelles
mettent cet objet, dont je suppose l'existence, duns une vive clarté ; je ne le
suppose plus, je ne ie congois plu3, jc ne I'ai plus en idée, j'y crois. Me voild
Tevenu, aprés ud long chemin, A ln certitude premidre, & la seule qui me
soit possible, la certitude de 1'€tat vif et intenge, ln certitude de ln sensa-
tion,

Or, dans tous les domalnes olt nous devons dépasser Fimpression (ci
ce sont & pcu prds tous lcs domalnes de lu pensée philosophique et aclentifi-
que), nous entretenons des idées, des conecptions, Au sujet de l'identlté per-
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la formatlon dec sa philosophie, gui comme celle de Locke et celle de Berke-
ley, cost une philosophie & 1o fois de 1o réalité ¢t de 12 réalité expérimentée,
les deux molifs gue nous vemons de signaler wvont joucr un rdle capital,

Berkeley, disions-nous, en niant o coupure cotre la réaliié ot wos
tdées, en identlfiant nos idées au monde, Institue une pl"l.llosophle de l'im-
médiat, du réel dans son épaisscur gensible. Chez Hume, au premler abord,

quelque chose de scmbluble ; Pexpresslion va sculement changer. Au leu de
partlr de l'idée dont YFimplication mentale est manifeste, nous partirons gé-
péralement dc Ia perception, ccst-A-dire de I'état dans leguel un objet eat
supposé &ire saisl par lesprit ; et 2u sein de cette perceptlon, nous opé-
rerons une distinction entre les perceptions les plus vives, les plus fortes,
et celles qul sont plus piles et plus falbles ; mous appellerons les premidres
¢ impressions », ct les secondes « iddes ». Quand nous ressentons une dou-
leur culsante, une chaleur ou un contact agréable, quand nous voyons du
bleu ou de l'orongé, quand nous golitons um vin de qualitd déterminde, vous
ovons des impressions ; quand nous nous rappelona simplement une extroc-
tion de dent, quand nous pevsons A la couleur de la tapisserie de notre cham-
bre, nous avons des idées. Entre les deux perceptions, lo différence est de
force, d'Intensité, et non de référence objective, nl méme de signification :
guand une impression m'est donnée, sbsolument parient rien autre ne m'est
donné nf sugpdré; clle se suffit & elleméme comme impression, comme
état subjcetlf intense, pris dana sa particulonritéd, Je n'al pas plus Ic droit de
Yappeler objet que je n'al le droit d'appeler Je blane rouge ou le sucré
amcr, Je n'al pas méme le droit de dirc gque ceci ou cela m'est révdlé @ jc
5uls moi-méme, & tel moment, telle ou tclle impressien, telle ou telle idée.
L'impresslon se révéle par conséguent, essenticllement mnon-signlficative,
essentiellement non-objective. Et cctte impression précddant, bien-entendu,
toutes les idées qul en sont lcs copies, est la pierre de touche paur l'espritTou-
tes les fols que je suis embarrassé pour savoir sl une conrception est vrale ou
fousse, je n'oaural tout simplement qu'd remonter & son origine, & une im-
pression ou & un &tat de suffisante intengité, Toutes les fols aussl que, pour
une raigon ou pour une autre, jdchouerni & retrouver I'lipression originoire
mais que je réussisse pouriant, sous linfluence d'un examen crpirique at-
tentif, & embrasser la cobecption £n question dans un état de suflsante in-
tensitd, s j'y réussis, je ressens une sotiafnction. Cet état subjectif iatense
qul v'est plus une ldée, mals que je n'ai pns le droit non plus d'appeler une
impression, c'est la croyance. A cité de I'impression et de sa pile cople,
Pidde, nous pouvons avoir des croyances ; ct nutant nous pouvons compter
puxr I'impression, autant nous pouvons comptler sur une eroyance.

Comment, & V'alde de ces état Intenges, mals purement Iimmsanents,
puls-je conccvoir un monde extérleur, un monde d'existences continues et
distinets de moi-mfme? Tant que 'on reste dans Pimpression prise en elle-
méme, la chogse semble Impossible. Mais les Impressions se répétent bien qu'd
des intervalles discontinus ; et des impressions se répttant sans tre 1denti-
quey peuvent étre gsemblables, Une nuance de bleu n'est pas ia méme qu'une
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trique et réciprogue : ce qui est signe dans un contexte peut étre sigmifié
dang un nutre, et inversoment, Une cause est signe de son effet et inverse-
ment. En un mot, toute relation dang Je monde est une relation entre idées
parce que les idées sont mutuellement et perpétuellement significatives,

A 1'univers anclen, dou& de vertus, de forces, de quelités occultes, 4
l'univers des choses causées ¢t cansantes, & I'univers méeanique et étrauger
& I'komme, se substitue un univers intéricurement transparent, dont les par-
ties sont mutuellement. significatives. L'univers est un langage ; ¢’est qu'il
¥ 4 un Esprit qui nous parle d'une inflnité de maniéres, Tout le choeur du
ciel et tout le mobiller dc la terre chantent In Gloire de Dicu. Et les corps ?
que devienncnt les corps ? Ils sont lo minee pellicule qui wous cache Dieu ;
ou plutdt un léger rideau gque nous mavons qu'l écaricr pour goflter a rar-
bre de vérité, . '

Voila les frults de I'expérience ; ou volla Ia rdulité telle que me In
donne Vexpérience : richc, dense, pleine de sens ; jamais opague, loujours
fronsparente, toujours ouverte, Elle m'vide & veir Dieu ; clle ¢hante Dicu
avee mol

ITI

David Hume tédige son Treufize oi Human Nulure, hien avant la
mort de Berkeley, Ce dernier y cst cité comme nppul ¢t comme précurseur.
La pensfe de Berkeley se rclrouve chez Hume, interprétfe, parfois rétrécle,
mais le plu3 souvent trunsforméc de fond en comble. II n'avoient pas la
méme tournure d'esprit ; il ne cherchaicnt pas la méme choze ; rien d'éton-
nant & ce guils nboutiszcnt & dea conclusions totalement différentes.

Hume nous rocente en mainte cndroits gu'il étuit pris de trds bonne
heure par une passien irrésistiblc pour Ies « lettres » et la -philesophle ; il
est travailld du désir d'écrire, de sz foirc conuaitre, de =e faire adinirer par
ses éerits. Kt il n'y u pas 14 expresaion de fatuité exeessive, nl méme d'am-
bitton wollée ou raffinée ; 11 g'agit pour Humec de répondre & un eppel in-
térieur, confus au début, et qul devient de plus en plus cennscient. Hume
est & !a recherche intense de ce gqu'on peut appeler une satisfaction nbsplue.
Ricen, chez lui, de cette enquéte sur le monde que noud avens trouvée chez
Berkeley, de ce désir de Locke d'assurer les bases spéculatives de 1'action
¢t de la eroyance religleuse. Hume cherche ovant tout une satisfoction
sui generis, purement speculative, mals aussl puremenl intérieure et person-
nelle. — En plus de cette recherche de Ia satisfaction et cn rappert é&troit
avee elle, nous notons de trds bonne hcure chez lui la recherche d'un critédre,
d'me pierre de touche. Cominent saurais-je que ce que je connalg est lo vé-
rté: ? Camment décrire I'état priviléglé de la conngizssance ? — Or dang
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On cobjectera A Berkeley : 11 ¥ a autant pageure A réduire le monde
aux idées, qu'd traoosformer les idées cn réalité. Eerkeley semble acculd &
une alterpative : ou bien c’cst le monlsme gui est vral ; ou bien, nous vivons
dans un réve perpétucl. ZInls Berkeley demandera d'nbord : gu'est-ge qu'-
une idée ? C'est ce qui cst pergu, Or, o pergy, présupposg un percevant, re-
quicrt un c3prit ; il n'n dc sens que parce qu'il est relatif & un esprit ; et
par 1A méme, za structure est tolulement différentc de cclle de Vesprit. —
En outre: I'objectrur voudrait il octroyer I'existence 4 un mon de non- don-
né, non expérimenté, la pier de ce qui nous est donné de ce que nous expéri-
mentons ? Dc quel cdté seruit done o gageure ? — Enfin, l'objecteur voit
In réalité eomme une Stenduc froides ot ZoométFigue.

Il la séparc de son contexte, de ses différents tltres de présence ; cha-
leur, couleur, saveur, sen cte... Elle seule cxlste pur Iul ; tout le resic est
un réve. Mnis, en fuait, expéricnce, nous donne toujours une étendue colorée;
1cs quulités géomdtrigues o'y trouveut étoffées, jamais nueg, LA ol est 1'é-
tendue, 14 aussi se trouvent couleur, ¢halcur, son, saveur cte,..

Expérience ¢t réalité sont donc identiques sl je ne fragmente pas la
rénltié. si je ne la s6pure pus de ce qui lui donne sa sigpiflcation, ¢'est-A-dlre
de mon esprit ; ct de ce qui lul donne 54 saveur, 8a ¢ouleur, sa chaleur et son
so1.

Monde riche, monde dense, mals monde intelligible aussi. D'abord
parce qu'l]l se référe & uae intclligence, n'existe que par cette référence-la;
toute référence extéricure ¢tant dénuéa de scns. Monde intelliglble parce que
transparent pour l'intelligence qui le retient ct le regarde,

Locke disait que les idézs sont les signes des cheses ; Berkeley dira
que lea idéer gont les choses glfes-mémes. Mals il affirmerns avec nutant dc
force, que les ldées ront des signes, Y n-t-il unc idée isolée, fermée aux nu-
tres, qui n'entretiennc nvee les autres iddes, certaines communlcations 7 La
coulcur nppelle 'odeur ¢t les deux appelient ln rondeur, 1a conslstence ; et le
tout forme une pomme, une orange. Je diral don¢ l'orangé est signe de
I'orange, comme je diral que telic nuance de rouge est slgne de telle surface
lisse, cellc de la pomme. D2 plus, Une digpositlon de couleurs, une nuange de
lumiére nous indigue unc¢ grandsur ; des coulcurs dlstinetes ou confuses ;
des eenaations oculaircs d'effort et de tension signifient unc distance ; unc
distance ot une grandeur njoutéc aux couleurs nous suggérent une position.
Toutes cea qualiiés visibles ne se confondent pourtant nuliement avee la
grandeur que j'éstimerais avec mes doigls, ol avec la distarice que je mesure
par les mouvements de mon corps. Quimporte ! l'expéricnee établit de trds
bonne hcure un rapport de signes a4 chosea signlfides, et ce rapport 4tabll
nous dispense de tout apprentistage et d'cffort., — Or en y réfléchissant, ce
rapport de signe 4 chose slgnlfiée cst unlversel ; U se¢ retrouve partout dans
la nature ; la fumdée est gigne du fou comme la douleur est sipne de 1n cou-
pure du doigt. Et ce qui est encore plus remarquable, ce rapport est gymé-
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gieuse. Ses Principes de la Connalssance Humainc (1710) — dirigés contre
les Infidtles ct contre les Sceptigues, parait 10 ans aprés le « Christianiiy
not mysieriousr, de Toland, fondateur de In franc-magonneric en Angleterre.
Les Dialogues d’Hylas ef Philonous paraissent lu méme année que l'ouvrage
de Colling; Discourse on IFree-Thinking eb que les Choeracteristics de Shaf-
tesbury. Une vague de scepticieme mondain traverse 'Angleterre et va bien-
0t gagner le continent. De ce sceptlcisme, Voltuire recueille la vive impres-
sion durant son s€jour en Angleterrc, et en donnera les fruits un peu plus
tard daps ses Lettres Philosophigues, Mais Berkeley, quoiqu'il daigne répon-
dre aux pamphlets des Déistes et de3 Libres-penseurs, se transporte dés le
début sur un autre plan, Inissant pour plus tard le ton de lz polémigue et de
la propagande, ¢« Tout est orienté vers la pratigue et la religion », dit-il
dans 'un de ses cohlers de notes, Certes, les pensfes maitresses de sa
philosophie, les déinils mussl, sont l'objet d'unc méditation =olitnire, d'une
préparation {ris solgmée, d'un exnmen de conscience trés aigu ; 'imma-
térinlisme, son nouveau Principe, comme il lui arrive de lappeler, est le ré-
sultat d'unc série d'expériences massives, dc véritahles contacts. «J'étois
méfiant dés I'dge de 8 ang» et tourné, par conséguent vers le mouveau Prin-
cipe c'est-A-dire la négation des substances matérielles, des choses séparfes
dc nos ldées, dont parle Locke, du monde purement extérieur, des corps so-
lides, fermés ct opagues. Tout jeunc cmcore, il fuyait la société, non par
lempérament, mals par volonté : il vowait arriver de trés bonne heure & re-
trouver J'univers, I'univers palpitant et chaleureux, de l'expérience, cet
univers dont mous écartent les habitudes d'une existeace plate, unidimen-
fionnelle. Et In lecture des philosophes n'oa feit que le confirmer dans cette
décislon ; ear, plus abstraits quec les cadres de Im vic pratique et dulangage,
soni ceux des philosophes. Desenrtes avee son étendue. attribut principad,
Gasscendi, Hcbbes, Spinozn, nvee leur atdmes ot leurs mouvemcnls, Locke
avec scs idées abstraites toutes fobriguées, avee sa chose étrungére, avee ses
{dées représentntives, tout ecla n fult perdre aux homines le sentimment de
I'existence. « Je suis venu simplement pour donner aux hommes une hotl-
velle définition de Pexistenee » I veut dire par 1A qu'il cherche @ retrouver
I'existence empirique, a lo fois dans son immédiatete et dnns sa  riches-
se.

Tout d’abord, il retlent de Locke dont pourtant 11 rejettera In doetrine,
une lecon précieuse : Locke o Tendu Imacceptable la substance matérielle
malntenue encore par Descartes et par Spinoza. Mais de lo chose extérieure
de Locke, dont Pidde est le digne représentant, il ne voudra pas non plus. A
quel titre nos idées, ces donndes immédintes de Iexpiricace, se référent-elics
aux choses 7 A titre de copies, d'imeges 7 Mals s'il y a copie, il y aura mo-
déle ; et du modéle & In cople, II doit ¥ avoir ressemblance. Pourtant la
chose est dite différente, distincte de mon idée, de cc qui m'est prisenté et
par conséquent dlasemblable, D¥allleurs, comment l'expéricnce me permet-
tra-t-clle de parler d'une ressemblance catre ce que je connnls et ce gque
jignore. et qul ne m'est présenté en aucune manidre,
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paddage célébre de la fin de FEssai, qu'aucune des choses que l'esprit con-
temple, & I'exception de lui-méme, ne lul est directement présente, 1l est
nécessalre que quelgue autre chese, comme glgne ou repréesentant de la chose
méme qu'il considdre, lul secit présente : ce sont 1A les idées, »

Les idées sont donce les signes des choses ; la sensation de couleur est
Vidée qul représente pour moi la couleur ct qui m'en Informe ; de méme
I'idée que j'al de cette table que je ne puls connaitre directement ef Im-
médiatement, T1 est étonnent de constater combien Laocke, mettant avont
tout l'accent sur l'expérience, reste pourtant sur certains points en contl-
nulté barmonleuse avec scs propres adversaires, avee. toute la traditlon ear-
téslenpe. En un sens, 'homme ne sort pas dc lui-méme ; mais, en un certaln
seng AUssl, nos idées nous font connaltre les choses. Par un cdté, l'ldée est
une existence mentnle irréductibic ; par un autre ¢oté, I'ldée est uniguement
« gignificative, uniquement représentative ; elle est une idée de. Quand Locke
"voudrn esgurer autoromie du Mind, l'idée sera une partie du contenu du
Afind ; mals, quand il aura & offirmer la copacité cognitive du Mind, I'idée
gera vers le dehors ct vers les choses. Au fur ct & mesure que P'Essci pro-
gresse, le Jeeteur passc des idécs ct de I'expérience A leur expresslon verbale
¢t finalement & la connaisaance ; maig au fur et A mesure aussi, l'idéc sern
de plus co plus l'idée de la chose, son signe et son représentant. La particu-
le de a tous les priviléges ; la pulssance représentntive et, si l'on veut, géni-
tive de l'ldée, primera la pulssance immanente de vie intéricurc ct men-
tale.

Selon une expression irds heurcuse de Whitchead, 1'idée, dont parle
Locke, e¢st cause de blfurcation dans l'expérience humaine, Dans le devenir
de li conscience, I'iddé~ se¢ trouve sépard, par une particule, de la chose dont
clle est i'idéc ; elle ¢st moyen de rupture, d'effraction. Elle n'est pas scule-
ment un évinement qui m'est donné dans son immeédinteté, qui porte avee Jul
gon enseipnement ; clle n'n de sens gue parce qu'elle e¢st coupée de la chose
qitelle ost censée révéler. Au licu de contlnucr le chemin intérieur de 1'csprit,
entroinont aprés soi une infinité d'autres idées dans un flux perpétuel, I'idés
ts5t A l'encontre des chemins; elle indigue, elle montre du doigt.

I

L'originalité de George Berkeley congiste précisément dans la néga-
tlon du statut représentatlf de l'idée ; d'avoir rejeté du domnine épistémo-
logique, l1a validité dc In particule, et cecl en falsant de I'idée 1a chose méme
présentée A l'esprit : «Je ne suis pos cn traln de transformer les choses en
idées mols plutdt les 1dées en chosed. »

L'intention de Berkeley semble &tre avant tout de propagande rell-
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C'est autour de ce quon peut appeler le probl2me de la Troisidme
Méditation que ce contact fécond entre la pensée frangaige et lo pensée on-
glaise prend ga slgnificabion le plus originale, L'dme a des idées, dit Des-
cartes ; et dang, et par ses idées, elle connaiirn Dicu et le Monde. Elle est
congue tout d’abord, enfermée en elle-méme, dons une insularité parfaite,
apparement antarchique. Mais volci qu'unc iégdrc nttention & ses trésors,
lui indlque une porte de gortie, unc transcendance possible @ ses idées, celles
du moins qui portent sur de vraies et immunbles natures, ne sont pas seule-
ment des modalités de son existence; elles révéleat des objets : cheval ou
homme, triangie, cercle ou carrd. Une idéc surtout lui permetira de légitimer
pour aingl dire cette objectivité ; ce sera celle de I'Etre Parfait. Or, il im-
porte de noter que, malgré cette ok-sisience, cettc sortic de sol, le moi reste
& couvert des objats, hors de toute atteinte ; c’est par Dieu seul que le
monde sera affirmé el garanti duns I'Existence. '

La chase est encore plus claire chez Mulebranche : cntre lo moi at-
tentlf aux idécs divines, A 'étendue en Dieu, et l'existcnce de cette méme
élendue, il ¥ a un hiatus infranchissable. 8i, au stade du cogito, 'existence
extérieure demeure problématique pour Descartes, pour Malebranche, cara-
ciné pour einsi dire dans I'entendement divin, elle sera un véritable Mystdre.
Seul, porte la garantie dec lo clarté, de lintelligibilité et de la certitude, le
moi pur, perdu ¢t perpétuellement retrouvé dans la contemplation dea
Idées,

Flus que tout auire, Locke s'arrftc devant ce mol pur, co mol con-
ternplont les idées divines et éternelles mais sfparé de l'existence, du temps
et des corps, Que faire pour I'y immerger de nguvesu ? Locke commencera
par rejeter, comms dénuées dc sens ct fictives, les idées divines et éternelles;
l'homme aura ses idées A Iui A son nivean, nées de son prapre contnct avee les
choses. Ainsi replncé au scin des choses qui existent, il pourra agir el réo-
gir, convenablement. Comme Aristote aprés Platon, Locke fait descendre la
philosophie du ciel sur la terre, et les ldées de Dicu & I'homme.

Locke malntlent I'cxpérience, I'exlstence et par conséquent, lc3
chases qui existent; mais il msintlendra aussi que I'homme a scs idées ré-
sultant de son contact avec les choses et n'a que ses idées pour lui faire
conhaitre les choses. D'une part, 'idée est de la chose ct existe par la chose;
d’autre part, 1a chose extérieure guelle que soit sa constitution intime, ne
pourra pas €tre connue directement, immédiatcment. L'exlstence qui sera
directement doonée & I'homme, devre Iul étre immanente. Or, dans la mesure
olt cette existepce Intérleure devra manifester le monde qui nous trans-
cende, elle en sera le signe et la représentntion, « Du momesnt, dlt-il dans un

Y



TROIS PHILOSOPHIES DE L'EXPERIERGE

Quelques remargues sur UEmpirisma

PAR

N. BALADI

Dang les poges qul sulvent, nous voudrions montrer & ln lumiére de
gertaines pensécs maitresses des grands représentants de la phllosophic
anglaise classigue, gu'il est impossible d'obtenir une conceptlen univogue ou
méme sufflsamment cohérente de I'empirisme, c'est-A-dire d'une philosophie
qul entende foire fol exclusive au donnd de l'cxpéri~nce et de V'obscrvation.
Nous voudrions Indiquer, en méme temps, 1z possibilté pour 1'étude deg phi-
losnphiea anglalses, d'une méthode gui retlent, en dépit des resscmblonces,
l'apport original de chacune.

Toute philosophle moderne, dit-on, a son point de départ chez Des-
cartes. Cette offirmation se justifie pour la philosophie anglaise, mals il
fout volr dans quel sens. Tout d'abord, du point de vue historique, 11 a follu
de vdritable contact ; c’est par lintermédialre de Malebranche, que Descar-
que le cartésianlsme se développAt et se répandlt, avant que 1'on ne piit parler
tes a pu fournir un départ déterminé A la philosophie anglaise, C'est que,
d'outre part, la philosophle anglaise moderne éinlt déjd constituée avont
Descattes, en méme temps et immeédiatement aprés, Mals chose caractéris-
tique ; 'apport de cette philosophle & la pensée européenne, dens le demalhe
métnphysique en particulier, n’est marqué ni par Beeon, nl par Hobbes, nl
par Boyle. 11 g'effectue avee Locke, Berkeley et Hume, ecux-12 préclsé-
ment chez qul Pempirisme, d&j4 clair chez Bacon, a suivi un infléehlssement,
par suite de l'expansion du cartésianisme et surtout de la forme que Iul n
donnée Malebranche entre 1675 et 1685.
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RESUME

This paper tries to put forward the suggestlon that studles of tho
Qur'anic style and of its literary challenge to the Arabs played an impor-
tant part in the rise and development of Arabie literary eriticlsm.

. The treatment of this hypothesis took the form of a historical analy-
sls which brought out the following points :—

(A) — From Early Islnmic times two Qur'dnle phenomena stimula-
ted eritical studies, namely its subime and effective style, and its challenge
to Arabic literary nbllity to produce the like of it. !

(B) — Two currents of criticlsm, one denling with the Qur'an, ang-
ther with Arobic prose and poetry want aide by side {n the third and fourth
Centurles, Qur'dnic conslderations, howecver, predomlnnted in the general
critical books of the fifth, slxth and seventh ceaturles.

(C) — Problems which later Arabic rhetoric inherited and concen-
trated on were mostly those primarlly arlslng from Qur'dnic usages oaod cx-
plored by early Islamic nuthors.

(D) — The analysis of three early manuseripts which have recen-
ly become avallable for study shows the pre-eccupation of Islamic authors

In the second and third centuries A"H. with the study of Qur'amie diction
and style.

Prof. M. Khalafallah
Dean of the Faculty of Arta,
ALEXANDRIA




light on the art of Arabie llterary composition, and helps to create an Ara-
bi¢ scicnee of literary criticlsm,

The third and most important of these manuseripts from the point of
view of our present enguiry is « Mushkil al-Qur'dan » ¢1} (Problematic usa-
gea of the Quran) by the literary author «Ibn-Qutalbah » who died in 276
AH., This 1z o veluable treatlse on Qurdnle style. It utilises all that was
known ap to that time in the fleld of Arable critlgism. The author shows a
genuine appreciation of literary excellence, and a masterly ability to annlyse
a -Quranie verse or & line of poeiry. He stresses the fact that only those
who possess o tralned taste and wide knowledge of Arabic art of expresslon
¢in hope to appreciate the unique excellence of the Quran. Most of the
bnsle concepis of the later pelences of rhetorle are to be met with in this
book. Metaphor, simlie, nnalogy, metonomy, trope, synecdoche, repetition,
changing position in the sentence, concealing, cxhibiting, expressing by in-
dication, expressing openly, these and others like them are ways artifices
‘of Archle expression, and the Qur'dn exhibits them all in the highest order.
The ahave ig the reason why the Qurdn cennot be puccessfully and exoctly
translated into another tongue.

A reader of these third century treatises on the style of the Quran
feels justified in inferring that Quranic considerations were a determining
and guiding factor in the course which Arabie literary criticlsm took fn Inter
centurica. (8}

— e

1, A copy in the Municipaity Library, Alexandris, of a manuscript No.
658 Ezegesis. Royal Fgyplion Library, Cairo.

2. Abu-Hilal al-dskarl, ons of the important fourth century twriters on
the general theory of criticlam starts his book « Al-8ind’atain > {the two
Arts} by asserting that the most important branch of study after theo-
logy is the science of rhetorie without whick tha search for the gecreta
of the inimitable excellence of God's Book tannot be aitempied,
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In the fifth century, Abdul-Qahir tricd with o large measure of sue-
<egs to formulate a basle theory of rhetoric built on structure wilch he took
to be a functlon of the meaning,

Contrariwise, his contemporary Ibn Sinan, trled to discover the se-
crets . of elogquence in word and sound, Less than two centuriey later Ibnul-
Athir tried to effect a balance beiwcen meaning and verbal expression, ta-
king for hls model angd literary source of excellence, the composition of the
Qur’an,

The Interestlng polnt to dwell upon here is the strong link between
the eritical problems raised by the carly Quridnic schelars, aed the sclences
of rhetoric as worked out and systematized by the later rhetorlelans. The
following anaulysls of threc carly manuseripts 13 intended to bring out
thla polat.

The first is «Ma'dni-1-Qur'an» (Meaning of the Quran) by tlie Kufi
grammarian AlI-Farrd (who died in 207 A.H.) In this book the aulhor gives
critical obscrvationy of the Qur'anie style which cun be grouped under five
headlngs : directlon philology, grammar, Qur'dnic rcadings, and rcutons for
revelation. (g)

The second manuscript iz ¢ Majnzu-l-Qur'an « (I} (Interpretation of
Qur'dnijc Strange Usapes » or « Quridnic Ways of Expresslon ») by the fa-
mous lterary transmitter ¢« Abu-Ohaldah » who died in 209 AH. In hls In-
troduction the author writes : The Qur'An was revealed in a clear Arabie
medium. Thly {s expressed in the Qur'anlc verse « We have not sent o mes-
scoger except in his people’s tongue 3. The first Muslim generation did not
feel the nced for asking about the meonings und usages of the Quriam,
Rut the penerations that followed were not in thnt happy position. They
eecded help and guldonce in the under standing of the Holy Book. The au-
thor, then, procceds to enumerate the Qur'dnie metephors of omlssions and
addition, shifting of words from their usual position In the senteoce,
and changing of verb references ... efe. Having done this he goes ob to his
main task of briefly interpreting the Qur'dn in the light of his introductery
observatlons, elueidating cach usage by quoting literary cxamples, mostly
from pre-Islamic poetry. By so-doing, Abu-Obaidah throws considerable

1, Faculty of Arta Library — Alezandria — No. 3182 B.

B Tho same method iz followed o century later in a book (manuscdint
No, 3183 — PFaculty of Arts Library — Alez.) bearing the same title Ly
another grammarian Al-Zajjej who died in 811 AH.

1, Paculty of Arts Library, Alexandria, No. 3185 B.
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Three of these enrly menuscriptas will be dealt with in thlg paper. But
I wish to indicaiec what appears to me to be the general Hne of contoct bet-
wceen studies of Qur'dnic composition and general eritical studics of Arabic
Liternture.

(C) — They seem -— during the third ond fourth centurles A.H., to
have devoloped side by slde mutually influencing each other. Very often,
espeelally in the third century, the same nuthor contributed to both branchea
of study. Ail-Jahiz, for-example, wrotc o book on the « Composition of the

Qur'an », and onether on « Literary Expression and Exposition », His con-
temporuy Iln-Qutuibah wroic on the «Problematlcs of the Qurdn > ns well
oy on «DPovlry and Pocts .. The masterly trentment of the guestion of
Qur'dnic unchalengeable cxcellence by Al-Bagilinnl {who died in 403 AH.)
could also be regarded ns a treatise on literary eritlcism. In the fifth cen-
tury the treatment of the same gquestion was made the basls for o' selence
of rhetoric by Adbel-Quhir al-Jurjani (who died ir 471 A.H.). Half a cen-
tury later Al-Zamakhshari (who dled in 538 A.H.) uzed the rhetorical ap-
pronch in the interpretatlon of the Qur'An and the discovery of the sccrets
of 1ts excellence.

Al-Tabarl in the third century opened u field of researches In Qur'an
interpretations which attached scholors of widely diffcerent interests and ap-
proachies all through the centuries,

Another line of Qur'Anie study, namely excgesis, contributed ln no
smill measure to the corithement of literay critisem, The monumentul work
of A-Taharl in the third ecntury opened n field of researches In Qur'dnic
interpretutlons which attri:ctcd scholars of widaly different interest and ap~
proaches all throegh the centurics.

(D). — Thus, in more than one way, the Qur'dn wasg responsible for
3 lurge share in the cnrichement of Arable eritlcal writings, In fact Qur’-
bnic considcrations sustained Arobic literary criticism during  the period
when Arable ereatlve and critleal impluses were ot their weskest, From
the seventh century A.H. down to the heginning of the present century In-
tergst in the orignal eritical prablems radsed by the Hterary critics of the
third and fourth centuries foded almost completely away, Suchproblems
a3 anclent ond medern o poetry, origlnallty and {mitation, flowing crea-
tveness and craftsmanship, the comparative study of poetical schools...... ,
all such problems were almost lost, during the later centuries. Fut, due
to the Qur'dn, Aroble rhetoric was kept provided, during those ccnturles,
with questions of compesition which centered lorgely round the structure
of the sentences, tnodes of capresslon, ond ormaments of speech.

1. See : M. Rhaelufaliah, FROM THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STANDPOINT
IN THE S8TUDY AND CGRITICISM OF LITERATURE, in Ara-
bic -— fourth ekapter — Cairo, 1947.
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For a number of ycars I have been interested in the study of the
connection betwcen Qur'anle ecicnces and Arabic Nterary criticlsm. (1) My
attentlon was first drown to this question through the study of gencral
books on Arabie criticlsm and rhetoric, particularly those written in the
fifth, slxth and seventh centurles. With very few excepilons, these books
have one notable common choracteristic, nemely, the tendency of theilr
authors to look first and foremost to thc Qur'an in the formulation and
definition of their critical concepts. That observation led to the second step
in the enquiry, nemely : how far, and in what manner did Qur'anic studics
influcnee the evolution of Arabic critlcism, espcelally at the early stages of
it development :

(A} — It i3 generolly agrecd that the QurAn, from the begindfing
of ita revclation, occupied the first place amofig Arabic literary produc-
tions,

The Prophet's biographles abound in descriptions of the puzzled won-
der with whish the Arabs lstencd to the Qur'an. g}

Thus, from the dawn of Islam, two litcrary phenomenhn were connected
with the Qur'an: first, an unquslified admilration by the Muslims of its
litcrary merits; and secordly, a complcte surrender to its unchalicngeable cx-
cellence of compositicn, This, along with the fact that the Qur'dn becamc
the guide by which Musllm Ilfe was to be regulated, has naturnlly glven
priority to Qur'inic studies over all others, The moment Arabic thought reu-
ched o sufficlent degree of intclectud] maturity it begon to apply itssif
dillgently to Qur'dnlc studies, especially from the point of view of linguis-
tic usnge and art of expression,

(B) — General references (1) give long lats of books on different
aspects of Qur'inic study by authors who were also speclalists in Arahle
grammer, philology, literaturc and litcrary eriticlsm. Some of these bools
are still in manuscript furm, and it was only recently thnt they became aval-
lable for study, (2

1, Four research studentis in the Arabic Scclion, Facultyy of Arts, Alczan-
dria are working on some aespects of this ficld for their M.A, and Ph.D,

2, See for inst. The Biography eof the Prophet (AL-SIRAH) by [Ibn
Hishem.

1 Bec : AL-FIHRIST by Ibn-gl-Nodim ([irst article-third section).

£. Bes : CATALOGUES OF THE INSTITUTE OF PHOTQGRAPHED
MANUSCRIPTS (Cultural Administration — Arab Lecague — Cairo —
1948 and after),
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Qur’anic Studies as an Important Factor in the
Development of Arabic Literary Criticism (')

BY

M. KHALAFALLAH

The complete history of Arablc Uterary criticlsm has not Yyet been
written. There ia no such systematic comprehensive treatment of the sub-
ject as, for exemple, Saintsbury’s history of European criticlsm. (e).

The aspects of Arablc eritlclsm which have beer studied by modern
schalars nre few, chief among them belng : the theorles of Al-Jahlz pnd
Abdel-Qahir, the fourth century critics, and the Influence of Greck writings
on Arable critical thought, (3)

1. {4 paper presented lo the R2ad. International Congress of Origntalists
— lgtanbul — Seplember 1951).

2. C. Sagintsbury, A HISTORY OF CRITICIEM AND LITERARY
TASTRE IN EURQPE, 3 vols, 1000-150§.

3. 8ea, for example : .

M. Khalafalich, ABOUL-QAHIR'S THEORY in his SECRETS OF
BELUQUENCE — (A Psychological Approach) — Proceeding of the twenty
first Orientalisty Congress. Parls 1948,

@ustare von Gruneboam, Argbie: CRTICISM IN THE TENTH CFN-

TURY. Journ. Am. Orien. 8oe: 1941.)
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