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Lengusge is crimarily an :aetrumens: Jar setting
relationships ameng r cns. It 1g yreqd Zor Torming
communicative relations between itg “Users. The furnecsignal
theory of gremmar is based on g dcilentific investigation
of the instrumentel agpectia of language and thelr usage
in social communication, Becanse languege ig affecteq
by socinl 1laws and porms it hag become & Btructured
activity which involves the speakers and the linteners,
Allthe conventiong governing sccial interaction through
the means of speech combine tke formulate g linguigtie
system of wverbal 8tructure, Thereforae, various forms of
utterances: are always following certsin rules of the
gyatem of language,

The term "Functiop" wag originally used tgq denote
the additional walue which ie given to g word by the
context when it 1s used in e linguigtte expregsion. There—
fore, the functieng of a certain linguigtie entity, whigh
may be either g noun, an adjective, a verb, or g satellite,
refer to its relationg to the other entitieg in the
Sentence structure., In sentence relations g function hag
ma;ks of its existence with meaningful implicetiong of
both the gyntactie erd the semantic levels, The positiong

of the nouns gnq verbs in senience structures are governed
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by their functions as Subject, Predicate end Object.
Hence, syntactic functions can be considerad as lipguiatle
gigna whioh heve meanings, Semantic functions depict

the meaningful entities and thelr denoted relationa.
Pregmatic functions speceify the shared comzon knowledge

and the new information,

The aystem of language may be defined eg & hierar~
chy of connected levels., An utterance conveys series
of implications which belong to more than one level. The
edequacy of a grammaticel theory dependd on its ebility
to reveal the properties of the linguistic expressions
used and the rules governing their verbel atructure.
Functionel Grammar aims at ettaining & desgcriptive ade-
quazy for the gystem and the usuage of the English
lenguage. The deacriptive devices do not contaln structure
chenging formulaes. Linguistic structures are Formed by
the sentences that are lexical units existing in the
language. The rules, which are copstructed, depend on
the functiongl and the categorial properties of the
lexioel items. Categorial descriptions refer to the
notions which covey the internal properties of the des~
cribed urits. Functionsl deecriptions refer to the relationsal
properties of the units in relation to the structures in
‘'which they are used. Both cetegoriel and funciional statements

supplement each other in a linguistic analyels. A text may
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contain unite with the game categorial properties which
are uged to perform different functicus: and 4t may contain
different categorlal units performing the same funetionas,

There are three maln functions for the systen
of linguistio expression. Sementie funotions denote the
roles which the referents of the linguistio unite do in
the situation analysed, @.8. agent, recipient, goal,
Syntactic funotions denote the perapective from which
the sitnation 1s described in the analysed text. e.g,
Subject, predicate, objeoct. Pragmatic furetions dencte
the information oonveyed by the linguistic unita, At the
Bame time, they convey the relationship betwoen thege
units and the eituations in whieh they are umed, 0.2,
There, Topic, Foous, Tall. TLexioal units may change
their form and semantic structure according to theliy

functions in usege,

The rulee of Punctional Gremmar can be epplied
to all linguistlo expressions whoge constructions are
baced on syntactio laws. The analysis is based on analye~
ing independent ntterances which are not eyntactically
related to the structures preceding or following them.
Hewevar, functional enalysis should not alwgya be
limited to the constructian of gSentence units, It megy be
extended to a group of sentences which are semantioally

cr syntactically related.
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This survey will be limited to the atudy of the
interna) structure of sentences. Therefore, 1 aghall
concentrate oan the syntactic aspeet of the theory of

Functional Graomoar,

Predication 1s the major issue in the sentence
formation, The predicate's function is basically %o
define the properties of the subject or to show the re-
letlong existing between the entities expressed by the
subjeot and the objects. The nuclesr prediostes may be
bagie verbs existing in the language, or they may be
derived terme formed by predioate formatlion ruleas., The
main differences between the two types of predioates
are bagsed on the fact that the basic prediecgtes sre
taken from the lexicon without any synchronic changes.
They are contant worda with semantlec snd syntactle
properties such ms the verbs. Thz derived predicates
arc verbal otructures which are formed according to the

predicate formation laws of predlcete frames,

A predicate frame glvea the esgentiel information
about the semantio and the syntactic structures of the
derived predicate in a sentence., It glves the meaning,
the grammatical propeities and the selectlon rules
which accompeny them. The semantic function depicte

the agent, the goal and the recipient which are further
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differencieted ag animpte or ineninste,

Terms may bte Jreaied according to term formetion
lews where one or more Lazn one operator are combined
with an open +rsdication . lable. JSyntactio rules show
whioh words cen be uged wituan the structure of tha
terms. They dete nine the measns by which the grammatical
congtructions cre fo. .:lated into terms.. Temm formation
rules are Tecursive, Thay can preduce bead terms op
nodifiers. When they are used to produce modifiers,
they can form nomingls, adjectives, participials, pre—
pos;tional phrages or relative clausea, e.g.

1. a boy with a leather brown jacket and a red
badge orn his pocket.

2, an o0ld friend I sew in the restaurant 1agt week,
3. the fact thet he can't accept the invitation.

The formmule“ion of g predicate or a term follows
specific grammaticcl mles. Nuclear predicates may be
formed from sets of basic or derived predicates and from
terms. Both can be taken from the lexicon or formulated

according t{o predicate or term formation rules,

Bach predicate frame hag its combinatory possibi-
lities; and each term kas specific Properties. Ruclear
predication 1is mede as a result of placing suitable
terms in the glats qf predicate framea to convey apecified
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gtates of affairg. The main semantle relations are

defined by the nuclegr predication. Punctionel Grammer

formules may be writien with the wverb as their initiasl

ifem: ¥V = Ag =~ Go =~ Rec

In a sentence gtructure this formule may be realized by:
V (deliver] -~ Ag (Jack) - Go (letter) — Rec (John)

The atate of affairs in this mentence 18 that the act

of delivering 1s performed by & specified person (Jack),

He delivers a selected object (letter) to a kmown person

(John) .

All nuolenr predicates may be enlarged by adding
patelllite structures to them, These satellites serve vo
give further information about the nuclear state of
aeffalre in the sentence, A werd of actlion, which 1s
used as a nuclear predicate, can be extended by adding
satellites expressing its reason, purpose, manner, tlme.
etec. Satellites are terms which follow the gremmatical
rules of term formation. They are lebelled according
to tkelrsemantic functions. All the components of
predication heve syntactie, semantle and pregmatic

functions.

Syntactic functions differentlate between
subject and object structures. The subject has the

LY
agent funetion in active constructiona. It may have



- a3 .

either the goal or the Teciplent function with a passive
predication, The object may have the function of the
£0al or the recipient except in double object sentences
where both are present. Semantic and ayntaotic funotions
may be cambined for anglyals: e,g.
1. Jack {Ag.Subj.) delivered the letter (Go.Obj.)to John (Rec,)

2. Jack (4Ag.Subj.) delivered Johrn {Re¢.Obi.) the letter (Go.)

3. The letter (Go.Subj.) was delivered to John (Rec.) by
Jaok (ﬁg-) -

4. John (Rec.Subj.) was delivered the ltter (Go) by Jack (ag.)

Progmatio funotiong mey be oategorized asg interasl
and external functions. The Iinternal progmatiec funetionsg
are the Topie and Focus, The Toplc is the perasocn or state
about whioh the predicate glves information in the sentence
gltuation, The Pocus is the relevant information glven,
The external pragzatic functions gre the Theme and Tail.,

The Theme pregsents the gituation where the predicate—ia

tbe relevent unit. Tie Tail &lves wodifying information
about the pradicate. Pragmatic functions denote the content
of the linguistio expression. They represent the information
torveyed by the structure. Changing the unmarkeq ratiern

of word order may affect the pragmatic functions of the

unified construction,

Iinguistic units follow expression laws when they

are gesed to formmlate gyntactic structures, Heminals are



affected by iwo syntactia aspects. Thay are case merk-
ing and gpecified vpositions in the strmacture. Lexical
verbs may be combined with certgin auxiliaries forming
ve?q phrase which follow the syntactic rules of wvoisa
and coneord. UGrematicsl paterns of unmarked word order
11lustrate the wey linguistic units are combined into
expressive strucetures. The elements of intonation and
atress gdd semaniic and premmatie values to the formal

eonstructions,

Aceording to functiomal gremmar, a term is any
word or phrase which is used to dencte one cor more than
one entity. Predicetes are used to refer to specific
propertica of entitles designated E? terms, or to rele-
tiong existing between thgm. By choosing a term and using
it a writer means to draw the attention of the readers
towards an entity on which he intends to predicate informam
tion. The éerm must elearly lead the readers to the
- referent. The writer may have to specify the internded
referent by uslng predicates which eliminate unwanted
poteatial referents. To identify a term the writer has
to give specifying informatlon the extent of which dependé
on his estimation of the readers' capabllities and or the
degree of the term's novelty. A newly introduced term

needs mere identifying information than a well known one.
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Tke syntactic construction of a term, whioh is

compesgsed of more than sne word, distinguishes between

the Head and the Modifiers, The head ef 8 noun phrase

i3 a npominal. The medifier of the head word are itas

restrioters which may have diffarent forms based on

thelr grammatical properties. The reatrictors of a
nominal may bet

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

-
e

an adjective = @ red ecagr

a nominel ~ a gillk dress

a participial - the girl waaring a red dress

an attributive phrase - =a carefully decorated houge

a prepositional nhrage - the table ip the right cormer
a posegegsive namirel - Jack's car

4 ra’ ative clauge ~ +he box which 13 made of wood

The operator of a term, which 13 g pLrase , is the word

which 15 wsed in the initia?l pogition of the term structure.

The operatorts functi i is %o qualify or denote the quantity

of the referemt of all the term construction ss one whole; e.3.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

quantifiers = ell, every, half, some, many, eatc,
nunerators = rnumbsrs
definite or indefinite items = the, a , an

demongtrators - this, that, these, thoge.
question words ~ wh-terms introducing questions.

Prediogte frames may be composed of verbs, adjactivalas

and nouns, The lexiecal predicate, the verbal, hag a primary

usege

gliven

to designate informatior about or relations between

EntitieS.
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The application of tense end aapect is restricted to the
verbal use of the lexical predicate as a finite verb. It
denotes the relations beiween the terms as they exist in

their syntectle construction of expressions; e.g.

L]

The young man died of oancer in the hompitel.
The verbel term may be used in romprimary uses as a nominal
or as an mdjectival in the derived forms; e.g.

the killing of the man
{the dylng man,

Predicate, Suhject and ObjJect unite have syn‘sctie aend
genentic funcilons. Theilr roles are basic in the formal
structure of a sentence. The predicateo gives atates of
effairs which are situated at a certaln place and time,
The satellites in the predicate are ugded to modify the
situation. The verb deslgnates the relations between the
terma which represent the agent, goel, recipient, etwm,

A 3¢t of ghates of affairs cen be expressed by variousm
gyntorrtio struciures depending on the different funotions
performad by the Subjecl, ObJoct and Satellites of the

predicate,

The hierarchical order of the predicate congiituents
affects the inner relations between the semantic functions.
Centrnl gemantic functiochs constitute the nucleue of the

predication. The other predicate entities, which are not
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central, are more important %o the predication than the
satlellites. That i3, the comstituent units of the
predicate hove the funci”ons of expressing the state of
affairg., The Satellites vdd their semantic content to

the exigting state of affairs.

According to the hierarchy of semantic functiona,
the constituents of the predicate have varied degrees
o Importance. The Agent 15 more essential in expresging
the Action than the Goal. Meanwhile, the Goal 1s mors
oeggential then the Reciplent in the sentence structure.
Prediocation haa the function of expreszing the situation
where a specific relation exists among some referents.
Hence, each torm must have ite own funotions in the

unified stete of affairs presented.

The Subje .t funotion defines the perspective
from which the state of affalrs in a sentence is expressed.
The Subjeot 1s tho point of departure for expressing
the situation. The rules of grammer require the reference
to the functions of the subJect congtituents end the
conditions under which they are used for Subject assignments.
The construction of the sentence structure as active or
pessive determines the subjeet constituents, the movement

of the ergument and the object units of the predicate.



The Tunctions of the object constituents are not restricted
to the reciplent or the godl inm the argument. Their maln
function is to expound the perspective which is set by

the subject constituents. ' Hence the function of the
Objeqﬁ 1s syntactically dependent on the formal consequa=
nces of the subject assigmment. Both Subject and Object
may have basle functions essential to the argument in the
sentence. . Their semantic functions ms agents, = .picnis
or goals do no{ mark the noun's morphologi ructurs.
Therefors, subject and object head nouns .- ~ identical
in form. They can be differentiated by ileir sementic
functions as their assigrments determine their relastions.
The linear order of the Subjeot and Object corstituents
depends on their pragmatic ayntactic and semantic functions

in fhe glituation.

The constltuents of tbe Subjeot agree with the
finite verb 1n number and person as they cenvey informe
tion which 1s central to the argument in the predicate.
The Subject determines the perapective presented in the
sentence. Anlmete referents are frequently taken as
the polnt of departure for introduclnz the atate of
affairs 1in the gentenoce. The primgry sementic funcfion
of the Subjcet 1s that of the Agent. Hence, it refers

to the referent who controls the action expregsed by the
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predicate. The syntactio functior of the Subject lies
in its gitustion as the entity which representa the point
of departure'for exprgasing the state of affairs. The
bragmatic function of the Subjcet lies in its construc—
tion which conteins the  heme, Popic or Tocus, The

Theme 1s the entity about which the aredieatiorn is
presented. The Tople function of g subiect coratituent
1s found when the kesq noun refers to & knowr referent
about whom the predicete is expreased, The Pocug ertity

represents the most Important information.

The theory of Functiomal Grammar Btresses the

concept thet every word in a sentence structure has

a bemantic function thet determines the role of itsg
referent in the atate of affairs. Speecific functions

are more essentiel and, therefore, more cemral %o the
predication than others. The linear ordering of the
sementic functicis depends oo how central they ere. Frem
the nuclear predicetion, they are placed in an order from
the most to the least centrsl. Their intrinsie relations
delimit their functions within the structure of the
sentence. Semantic functions are fomelized with respect
to the nollons of acceptebility, occurence in ugage, and
formal rules of syntactic consturction, Subject mssignmenis

have essential functions vhat conirihute to the making



of the whole content of the sentence., A subject assigmment
decides the voice of the verb. The active voice 18 used
with the Agent Subject; the passive is used with the

other forms of the subject. Object functions are gasi-~
gﬁed to terms with varlcus semantic functions whose
presentations are 1n the accusative, Animate beneficiary
conatltuents are more frequently used thah Iinanimate ones
because beneficlaries are typlicelly animate. The varie~
tion in behaviour between the +ypes of Subject and
ObJect conatituents 1s cansed by the differences in thelr

semantie functionas,

Functicnel Grammar depicts a system of expression
laws which governs the form of the constituent entities
and thelr order in any linguistic expression. The realizao-
tion of a linguistic construction is baged on expression
relations of gbstract representations. The actual
expresdion entitles of the Subject and Objeet vary in
cace gnd posltion., The predicate constituents wvary 1n
voicey auxilliary items and concord nspects. In =&
gsentence structure veriations of word order, stress and
intonation affect the expresslon rrletinns. Construction
appecta 1llustrete the fact +that the form of the consti-
fuents should be determined Pefore uprlyinz the rulesa of
word order. The lineur order of sentence atructure

governs the usage of words, phrmses and clauses which
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ay be pronouns, nouns. prepeaitional phrgge , ete. The
lexical verb, which is the sentence nucleus pfedicate,
follows eltner the rulesg governing a aingle verb fornp or
those gevering a com- % verbal construction which may
be a finite verb and or» or more than one auxiliary verb,
The restrictors’ word order depends on the Torma in
“hich they are expressed as ad jectivesn, participles or

relative clanges.

Cace marking affects the nowns, egdjectives and
participles. It denotes variationg in their functionms
and their categorial states. The three cases gre thé
hominative, accusative and genitive ceses. The syntactio
end semantic functlons of g constituent determine its

caSege

Subjects take the nomingtive case and Chjects
take the accusc ive cage because of their ayntactic
functions. In the realization of linguistic expressions
code marking has both the cheracterlizing and the

distinguishing functiong.

The verbal cornstituents follw two syntectic
conditions. Their morphological constrictions do not
bave overt differences between the nucleus active or

pessive verb items. The word order of a verb phrasa
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is independent of the specific function of each constituent.
The verbagl structure refers to the mucleus predication

in a sentence while the extended predicetion refers to

the whole coastruction’of verh and satellites. The
nuoleus predicete i5 used to define the state of affeira
in the eentence situation. The satellites are the
lingulstic items used to give addsd information ebout the
state of affalrs as 1t is defined by the verb. Satelllites
are used to describe the time, place, reason, ete, Hence,
the informat%on provided by the satellites Is optlonel
while that provided by the verbal 1tems is essentisl.

The gemantic function of the nucleus entity defines its
contribution and role in the relation dencted by the
predicate. There are varicus degrees of cohealon between
tbe satellites snd the nucleus predicate, becauge the
added information msy be so integrated in the predication
thet it becomea part of the basle semantic content.

The two types of predicates are the basic and
the derived predicates. Both ccnslist of lexical items.
A basplc predicete 15 a linguistic entity which has &
semantic functlon in a predicate freme. Its syntsctic
category 1s verbal and it 13 further differentiated nag
trangitive or intransitive, In a sentence situaticn,
the beslc predicate is accompanied by atructurel res-

trictions geverning the predicate veriables and denoting
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wolch terms it cen toke in the seme frame; e.z. types
e’ goel, recipient, etc. L predicate freme may be used

ta =pacify the asyntactic =nd semantic structure of the
predicniion where e basgic *b occurs, beceuse Functional
Grammar depleta the wunderlyin: construction of predicate
fremeg. The formation of the predicate depends basicelly
on the insertion of sul able elementa in the argument
slotsa, It is giving the required information by means

of a predicate structure. The word order of the elements
follows the hierarochy of their intrinsie relations which

depends on thelr semaentic functions.

The sementlc component of a nucleus wverb is
elther found in the lexicon or derived by verb formation
lawo., The predicate defines the designated entities by
showing theilr properties or thelr relgtions. Semantice
functions denote the varying roles that may be performed
by the referents in :he state of affairs. Two types of
gtates of effairs can be distinguighed in sentences.

Tba non-dynsmic state 1z a situation where there are

ho changes involving the desigrated entities during s
period of time. The dynamic state of affaira refers
toerents which convey = type of change from one situation
to another. A dynemic predication may be accompained by

terms performling the semantic functione of the agent,
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the goal, the reecipilent, the direction, the aource, etec.

A non-dynemic predicate peortraying a situation Las the
semantic function of a positloner showing the placa,

goal or time. The formation of well constructed pre
dicates depends on followlng the conditions & agelection
reatrictions and adding to them the inherent preperties

of the termsg. The result 1s the bagic mapect of predicate
constructlion which i1s realized by means of gome forms

of gpecification given by the mesning definitions of

the terms used. The lexicsl components of the ferms

are specified and related to interpret the underlying
structure. All predicates used in predicete constructions,
in meaning definitlions or appearing by themselves ere
composed of lexical elements of the language. The associee
vict of nuclems terms and satelliles in a predicetion
depends on the cholece of appropriate terms to the ergument
and patellites slots. Mblle predicaticn 1s considered

a relntional structure of varicus constituents, the
predicate frames are regarded as the essential units

in the construction of lingulistlec expressicns.

The word order of the aentence constituents
follews a construction system of ordering different
entities. The system of principles governs the order
of elements in all linguistic expressions. The *Lypes

of constructicns depend on the clauseg uged. Word order



A —— A it —— e e ——

e —— e —— . i . e e ——

_95-

laws differentiate between the main and subordinate
clauses, because in a msentence gituation they are two
distinet struotures. The various types of amentence
urits have word order differences corregponding to
thelr functions. Tke Subject and Object functions may
be performed by a noun, a prououn, a phrase or g
clause. Each case 1s oategorised according to its own
constituents. Punctionsl Grammar theory glves an
account of the positions of the sentence units., The
Subject precedes the Predicate because its function
is to define the perspeotive of the atate of affailvrs in
the sentence, It is placed initially and it furnishes
the Topio and the Theme in the construction of the
sentenoce. The verbal constituents are divided into
two categoriesy the finite verb and the infinite wverb.
In tke main olause the finite verb follows the Subjcet.
In a question, tr question word i1s placed initially
followed by the auxiliary verb. When tha quegtion
word hes the funotion of the Subjeot, 1t ig followed
by the main verb. The Object follows the wverb. Yen /
ho questions are expressed by the pattern:

X = 8 - ¥ - ¢
The basic functional pattern of the declarativa
sentences im:

8§ = ¥ =0
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Aocording $o Functional Grammar, pragmatic funce
%“lons define the informational content of Iinguistio
entities. During any verbal discourse there.is a
communicative setting which is the information known
Yo both the Ristener and the spesker, Pragmatic Informe
tlon, 1n generasl, refers to the common knowledge and
bellefs which are shared by a certain gociety. Tt denotes
knowledge about the world which 1s acquired over a long
perlod of time. At any moment of verbal Interaction
the opeaker and the llstener will shere general informe
tlon. MNMeanwhile, there will 31Wayé be specific knowledge
whicﬁ is not ghared by both. An important functinﬁ of
speech 13 to add mew Information %o the knowledge of the
listener. It mey also change ¥nown irformation by
subatituting new facto and concepts for known ones.
Sometimes speech gerves to remind the listener of

specific knowledge he had ecquired in the pest.

The functional concept of languaege 18 based on

the fact that language is used as an instrument for
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reaching communicative aims by means of verbal expressiona,
The pragmatio functions of the language represent itg
goclal gspecte asm co~operative interactions of ideas,

It is a theory which depicts the ruleg of the language,
thelr functions in usage end the goals they are Intended
to reach. The socigl aspect of the language depends on
1ts ability to Cconvey human thought., The gremmatical
theory 1s to show the syatem of the language snd its

usage. Hence, a functional description of an utterance

contalins information about its gtructure and 1ts goal,

Functional Gramnmar hag en Inherent potential
theory which defines fundamental relationg between the
grammatical, semaptic and pragmatic functions, and the
correasponding linguistic signs. We can conclude our
Study by stating the feet thgt Funectional Grammar Theory.
describes linguistie “unctions and structural relations
by a deductlve approgech which ig internelly consistent.

e S
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