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7- Disk - and Disk Drive For PC

Computers

71 A disk drive is 2 mechanical
machine that through computer
instructions can read and write data

on a disk

7-2 The disk - diskerte :

A diskette which we shail refere to as
the disk, is a thin magnetic disk that
fores information. it could be used
&s mentioned in chapter | as input or
outpaut device.

combination of programs, files, or
dara,

The information can be in various
forms including, applications
software, like PC word processing,
language like BASIC. operaifig
system like MS - DOS, and or any
other tvpe of prograth’ yui create or
buy from the market.
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You can continually reuse or add to
information that is stored on the
diskettes.

When you want to put information
on a diskette, a read / write head
inside the diskette drive writes the
information onto the diskette. When
you want 1o run a program or
retrieve some information from a
diskette, the read / write head, reads
the information into the computer’s
memory. the diskette drive and the
read and write head are shown in

figures 7-2 and 7-3 below
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Figure 7-2
The diskette drive




Read - Write Head

Diskette Recording Solt>t

Figure 7-3

7-3 A diskette could be single - sided
double - density (SSDD) or
double - sided double - density
(DSDD ), a double sided double
density diskettes means that both

surface of the disk could be used to

store information on, therefore an

half as much

information as a DSDD diskette of

SSDD c¢an store

the same size.
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7-4 Parts Of A Diskette.
as shown in Figure 7-4 below are as

follows :

7-4-1 Protective Covering :

The black blasitc cover material
protects the diskette’s surface. the
white under coating, which is
bonded to the black cover material,
keeps the diskette surface clean and
reduces friction. this under coating
also prevent dirt and dust from
damaging the diskette.

7-4-2 Recording Surfaces :

The magnetic surface of the
diskette is the medium on which
information is stored remember that
you should not touch the part of the
diskette that shows through the
recording slot;
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7-4-3 The Recording Slot :

The recording slot is the area on
the diskette that the read / write
head can read or write information
from or onto the surface of the

diskette.

7-4-4 The Write Rrotect Slot :

As shown in figure 7-5 below, the
write protect slot provid & way of
protecting information saved on a
diskette when you cover the write
protect slot with an adhesive tab, the
diskette is write protected, this means
that the computer can not write
additional information on this

diskette but it can only read the
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information saved befor the diskette

was write protected.
7-4-5 The orientstion lable :

This lable indicates how you
's hould positionthe diskette when you

insert it into:the diskette drive.

7-4-6 the descriptive lable

You can use this lable to indicate
the type of information saved on the
diskette, do not use.a pencil or a ball
point pens when writing this
information they can damage the
diskette’s surface, use only felt tip
pens.

7-4-7 Dust jacket
When you are finished using the

diskette, put it in its paper dust Jjacket
to protect it from scratches
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7-5 it could be useful to know the
following to take care of your diskette

from being damaged

7-5-1 ‘Do not fold or bend your

diskette

7-5-2 store it in an environment with
temperature between 100 to 520 and
relative humidity between 8% 10
80%, conditions exceeding thes
limites may change the recordinc
surface so that the information

stored become irretrievable

7-5-3 do not open the diskette drive
door, while its reading or writing
information, a red indicator light is
on when the diskette drive is in

operation mode.

7-5-4 Keep your diskette away from
any magnetice material, any
expousre to magnetice fields can
destroy the information stored on the

diskette.
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