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5- Best Graduate Schools (classification): a world report.
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The Importance of Accreditation

An inshiution’s or progiom’s accreditation siatus has meaning for the public
in the United Stales. 11 inchicates that the instilution or program has been re
viewed by an externol group of reviewers againsl o set ol criteiio de-
signed as measures ol quality assurance. These measures have many ben

elits

For the higher education communily in general, other agencies and
gonizations, students and their parenis, and lor the general public, accred:
fution assures that an institulion o program:

Hos clearly defined ond appropiiale objeclives

Mukes availuble resources lor the allainment ol its slated objectives
Is moking a continuous elfor! 1o produce evidence ol meeting its st
ed objectives

Will be involved in inter- and inligiinstitulional cooperalive pre
including admission and tansler of credit

Has undergone external and impartial scruting

Is likely 1o continue meeling its accreditation standards for the leie
seeable future

For the instilution or program ilsell, accreditation:

Provides a system lor accouniability
Provides a costellective 1eview mechanism, since mosl of the wor.

‘ddone by Irained volunleers who donate their lime ond expertice

Stimulates sell-evaluation, development, and seltdirected improve
menl

Piovides prolection agains! inlusion that might interfere will issues of
academic freedom

Provides ongoing consultation

Piovides peer recognition

Enhances the institution’s or program's reputation

Increases opporlunilies lor privale and public funding
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