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(1) Chicago State University  (2) Wayne County Community College

(3) Wayne State Univ. in Detroit (4) Atlanta Metropolitan College

(5) Medgar Evers College (CUNY) in N. York City

(6) Compton Community College
(7) Charles R. Drew Univ. School of Medicine & Science (California)
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Hampton Univ., Clark Atlanta University, Howard Univ., Spleman College,
North Carolina, A&T Univ. Texas, Florida A&M Univ., and Morgan State
University
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SERVING 26,000 STUDENTS FROM 250 DIFFERENT TRIBES: The 30
tribal colleges are located in 12 West and Midwest states. Most are on poor,
isoluted Indiun reservations in Montana and the Dakoias.

The tribal colleges created the non-profit American Indian College
Fund (A*CF) to raise desperately-needed scholarship and operating
monies. Most of the schools are located on poor, isolated reservations
and operate in trailers, converted warehouses and abandoned buildings.
About 85 percent of students live in poverty.

“Educating the mind and splrit”

In 1997, A*CF distributed $100,000 in scholarships to each college,
directly supporting some 5,000 students. Additionally, the Fund is grow-
ing a shared college endowment and aids college efforts in public aware -
ness, cultural preservation and Indian teacher training.

With a flame and feather symbol, the Fund’s credo is “cducatin g
the mind and spirit.” Tribal colleges succeed by offering Indian
students a form of higher education that includes both traditiona
academics as well as Native culture.

L\ tatistics show this dual education is working. While fewer
than 10 percent of Indian students graduate from public insti-
tutions, more than 40 percent of tribal college graduates pursuc
further education. Another 50 percent find jobs.

“Without question,” the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching reported in 1997, “the most significant

development in American Indian communities since World War 1
was the creation of tribally-controlled colleges.”
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LEARNING LODGE INSTITUTE Tribal Colleges & Languages

Fort Pack Community C\';Ilege
Community College * (Dakota & Nakona)
(Blackfeet/Plegan) : & Fort Belknap . i
y College (Cree) (Assiniboine & Gros Ventre)
Salish Kootanal
Salish & Kootenal)

: i
Dull Knife i
Littte Big Horn Memorial College | i
College (Crow) * *  (Cheyenne) | |
. j i
M ONTANA 1

THE LEARNING LODGE INSTITUTE is a caalition of seven tribal colleges »
Montana working to revitalize., reintroduce and preserve 11 Native languages in us
on the state's Indian reservations.

Of some 4,000 tribal members living on the Northern Chevenne
Reservation. only five elders are believed to speak and wnite Cheyenne
fluently.

“The language is slowly dying.,” Littlebear said. “For years, the
Government wouldn't let our children speak Cheyenne. We're trying (o
turn back a century of language oppression.™

To revitalize Indian languages, lLearning Lodge colleges ae
collaborating on research and developing curriculum to best teach Nauve
students. Creating everything from flash cards to audio catalogs of tribal
oral histories, the Institute was established with a four-year, $850.000
grant by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan.
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NORTHERN PLAINS BISON EDUCATION NETWORK

1 Cankdeska Cikana Community 6 Oglala Lakola Colege
College 7 Sinte Gleska University

2 Cheyenne River Comm. College 8 Sisseton Wahpeton Comm

3 Fort Berthold Comm. College College

4 Littie Priest Tribal College 9 Sitting Bull College

5 Lower Brule Comm. College 10 United Tribes Tech. College

“I'm going to college to learn the business of raising buffalo.”
savs Jodi Magnan. a iribal coilege husiness student who wanis o
raise buffalo for her Assiniboine Tribe's cultural and mutritiona?
needs. Magnan appears in this college public service announ: vmesl.
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Janine Pease-Pretty on Top
President, Little Big
Horn College
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