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ss of the growmg tw111ght From the distance,
. appa r1t10ns appeared to be moving on the distant horizon in the
range of vision. They began to get closer and closer until the

features of the caravan appeared. It was returning from Sham

(the region covering Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine), on
its usual road to Mecca.




The people of Mecca ran to meet the caravan loaded with
goods coming from Sham. They had been waiting for its
arrival for a long time. This caravan brought them what they
needed of oil, flour and other foodstuffs. It also brought

different kinds of clothes and superb garments for which

Sham was celebrated.




Men of the caravan who returned from the journey rushed
toward the Ka’bah. They circumambulated the statues that

were scattered around it. They offered gifts and sacrifices

that they had brought from Sham for their gods.




Despite the fatigue and exhaustion that Abu Talib suffered
during that hard journey, he hurried with the rest of the men
of the caravan to celebrate the occasion as they were used

to celebrate after every journey.

Abu Talib was not greatly astonished when Muhammad
excused himself from going to ask the blessing of the gods
of the Quraish, and offer gifts to them. His people frequently
insisted that he visit them and come near to them. But he
always turned away from them and ridiculed these
1dols. He also joked at the ignorance of those
who had ade them*With their hands and
then worshipped them alongside Allah!




Years and years passed. And Muhammad became a young

man of twenty.

One day, a very serious event occurred. It transformed

the calmness of Mecca into a violent war, and bloody disaster.

any people of Mecca fell victim to this war. |




A fierce war broke out
between some tribes. It was
called Harbul-Fijar. It
occurred because the warring
tribes transgressed the
security of Mecca. They
violated its sanctities, which

were sacred to the Arabs.



The wise men of Mecca hurried to put things in order, and save
people from this bloody war. It spread through nearly all of the Arab
tribes.

The Quraish called for a new league among Arabs, in order to
make peace between the two warring factions, and pass judgment

upon the two warring parties. They called the alliance Hilful-Fudul.

The leaders of Mecca and the chiefs of the warring tribes came
together in the house of a man. This man belonged to the nobility
of Mecca. His name was *Abdullah bin Jud’an. Those of the Arab
tribes who were present, agreed to help any wronged person. It did
not matter whether the person was a native of Mecca or not, they

agreed they would shelter people from injustice, and obtain

compensation from the unjust.




The people of Mecca were happy with the new agreement
reached by the leaders of Quraish, because it obtained
security and peace for the people of Mecca and its inhabitants
from other Arab tribes. Muhammad witnessed this league
with his uncles. He was proud of it, because of the indications
of cooperation, performance of good deeds and peace it

contained. In this way, security and peace were restored

once again all over Mecca.




Mecca was a center for the M

commercial caravans of the

Arabs. Some came from Yemen

and some others were headed
for Sham. It was the center of
imterest for the tribes, for it
occupied a religious position
because of the presence of the
Ka’bah, and it was famous for
great markets. Merchants
competed in presenting{,th f ”

most precious goods.#" <+
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And the poets and public speakers contended in making

presentations of their poems and showing their talents.

The people of Mecca used to be greatly interested in
gatherings of amusement and singing, which many young

people and elders desired to attend.

But Muhammad was very different from his friends and
fellows. These gatherings never appealed to him as they did

to other young people. He was known among people for

good qualities and a noble character, and they called him
“As-Sadiqul-Amin” (the Truthful and the Honest).




Muhammad wanted to help his uncle Abu Talib, so he

worked as a shepherd. This profession was one which many
people of Mecca depended on for their life and for their

living.

When he attained 25 years of age, his uncle suggested
that he work in the field of commerce. He proposed that he
trade on behalf of a lady merchant, who was one of the

nobility and the wealthy of Mecca. This lady was called
Khadijah bint Khuwailid.



1me he saw h1m Maysarah admlred him even more when

he saw for hlmself indications of his truthfulness, honesty
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and good manners.
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o .}returned and reported tov h1s Lady KhadaJah What he had .
heard and seen of Muhammad’s Character and hls honesty L
Maysarah’s words had great 1mpact on the heart of the Lady : i
Khadijah. So she esteemed Muhammad even more. (Page L
(16)) She thought of marrying him. She did net hesitate for

long, but rather decided to send somwl'ﬁﬁﬁt&h.e sure

of his desire of marrying her. 100}




Lady Khadijah was very happy when she learned of
Muhammad's desire to marry her. After that, Muhammad
went with his uncles to Khadijah’s house to ask for her hand.

In a short time, the marriage took place, and all the people

of Mecca celebrated their marriage.






