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facing English translation) under the title:

Albucasis — On Surgery and Instruments.
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any member of a phylum of sessile aquatic
animals with a single cavity in the body. with
many pores: the fibrous skeleton of such an
animal. remarkable for its power of sucking

up water: a piece of such a skeleton. or a
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a horse or a camel in order that travellers
ride on; saraja. to pleat and sew; sarraj. the
practitioner of Siraja. the art and profession of

suturing/making sarj]
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an Arabian physician and surgeon (936
- 1013AD). born in Cordova in the 11th
century. He wrote extensively on medical
subjects in his famous textbook (' The Recourse
of Him Who Cannot Compose) ‘Altasref
Liman Ajiza an Al-ta’lef and acknowledged
to be the first surgeon to invent many surgical
instruments (more than 100 instruments):.
to use a syringe with a piston. to use catgut
suture as purpose-made for surgical suturing.
to perform intestinal anastomsis (using 2
methods: ants and sutures). to document
5 various methods of abdominal closure
in trauma .o perform thyroidectomy:.
tracheostomy. and forceps delivery. Gerard
of Cremona translated Abulcasis text from
Abulcasis
surgical text was first translated to English by
Channing (Oxford. Clarendon Press. 1778).
Later. the Wellcome Institute of the History

Arabic into Latin. However.

of Medicine in London with translation and
commentary by M Spink and G Lewis. in 1973
produced the Definitive Edition ( Arabic pages
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one who treat injuries or diseases by
operations on the living body. e.g. by excision
of injured or diseased parts: a naval doctor:
a ship’s doctor. —n. sur’gery. act and art of
treating diseases or injuries by operations: a
doctor’s or dentist’s consulting room. —adj.
sur’ gical. pertaining to surgeons. or to surgery:
done by surgery. —adv. sur gically. [a doublet
of chirur’geon. chirur gery. chirur gical from
French chirurgien — Greek cheirourgos —
cheir. the hand. ergon. a work; thus surgeon
is etymologically someone who does ‘hand
work’ — that is. a medical practitioner who
performs manual operations on the body. as
opposed to administrating drugs. Arabic sarj.

a seat sutured and made to fit on the back of
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for proper musical tune]
See also under Avicenna.
Arab Pioneers in Medicine and Surgery
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o Albucasis (1037-936) [Surgeon of
Arabs]
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Physicians]
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alaw or rule. especially in ecclesiastical
matters: astandard: the books of the Bible
accepted by the Christian Church: the
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recognized genuine works of any author. —v.t.
can’onise. to enroll in the canon. or list of
saints. —n. canonisa tion; can on-law. a code
of ecclesiastical law based on the canons of
the early church. OOIld English canon — Latin
canon — Greek kanon. a straight rod. Arabic
Canon of Avicenna (The Law of Medicine)
textbook was translated by Gerard of Cremona
(1114 - 1187).a noted translator of Arabic
and Greek into Latin; he made more than 70
translations of which 21 were medical works.
He also translated the surgery of Albucasis.
the Mansuri of Rhazes as well as the Greek
texts of Hippocrates. Galen. Plato. Aristotle
and Euclid. Also in Arabic canon is applied
to a musical instrument because it follows the

strict law of musical lines composed on paper
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Arabic
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kauter. a hot iron — kaiein. to burn. Arabic

kawa. to burn; kay. kawi. kayyat. cautery]
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caesar . catheter . Catgut. Albucasis
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(where ink is drawn up by capillarity)]
3> 1558 ol 55 5 a2S cautery [ko’ter—e] (n.)
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a burning with caustics or a hot iron: an
iron or caustic used for burning tissues; —v.t.
cauterize. to burn with a caustic or a hot
iron. —ns. cauterisa tion. cau terism. [French

cauteriser — Low Latin cauterizare — Greek
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processus vaginalis testis. a diverticulum of the
embryonic peritoneal membrane extending
into the inguinal canal. accompanying the
testis in its descent into scrotum in the male
(in female it is usually completely obliterated.
but if it persists after birth. it is called the canal
of Nuck).
4.5,.\__4 procto-clysis [procto—klisis] (n.)
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the administration via anus (other than by
oral route) of any one of several solutions to
replace lost body fluid: supply nutriment.
or raise blood pressure. The use of rectal
injections by native African tribes is also an
ancient practice. Avicenna described the
leather bottle and the tube (or bird’s quill)
in use of enema. The use of rectal injections
as a means of feeding a patient (called
proctoclysis) was recorded by Avenzoar
who recommended proctoclysis in cases of
oesophageal stricture [ Greek procto. the anus
or the hinder parts generally — clysis. see
under clysis and enema]
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a tube for admitting gases or liquids through
the channels of the body. or for removing
them. especially for removing urine from the
bladder. [Through Latin — Greek catheter —
kathienai. to send down. Arabic qatha tair.
quill (hollow tube of the feather) of a bird;
such a natural hollow tube was used to drain
urine in urinary bladder retention. and also

used as a writing tool after dipping it in ink pot

for names of specific anatomic structures.

these can be found under processus. [Latin

Textiles
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processus. Arabic buroz] See processus
(raly) Sl processus [pro—ses’as] (n.)
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Latin processus. a process. butin anatomical
terminology. a prominence or projection —

Arabic buroz. a projection or swelling e.g.
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a kind of cord made from the intestines of
sheep and other animals. and used for violin
strings. and for surgical ligature material
used for suturing the tissues of the body; it
has been suggested that the word is probably
kitgut. where kit means fiddle. the material
having been used for centuries for strings of
musical instruments. Guitar string was first
used for abdominal closure by Rhazes (father
of clinical education and bedside diagnosis):.
but before discovery of antiseptic technique.
catgut (or kitgut) went in and out of favour
depending on infection. It was first introduced
as a purpose-made for surgery by Albucasis
(abul-Qasim Al Zahrawi 936 — 1013 AD)
long before it was claimed by Lister in 1869.
Also see under Albucasis and Rhazes .
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atubewithapistonorarubberbulb. bywhich
liquids are sucked up and ejected: a tube used
by surgeons for injecting. and circa. —v.t. to
inject. or to clean. with a syringe. [Latin syrinx
— Greek syrinx. generally syringos. a musical
pipe. Arabic zarrag. syringe consisting of a
goaté stomach (bulb) attached to a natural
hollow tube (quill of a birds feather. or the
spine of a dead porcupine. a spiny rodent
probably larger than the hedgehog); the
goats stomach is then filled with liquid to be
injected as enemas or as a means of nutrition
through the anus of patients unable to eat due
to cancers obstruction of upper gut] Also see
under procto-clysis.
(radly) adl process [pros’es; pro’ses] (n.)
e il

a prominence or projection. as of bone;

substitute. used for washing. obliterating.
absorbing and circa. —v.t. to wipe. wipe out.
soak up. remove. with a sponge. —v.i. to suck
in. asa sponge. —ns. sponge —cake. a very light
cake of flour. eggs. and sugar; sponger. one
who uses a sponge: a sponge or parasite. —adj.
spongy (spun’ji). like a sponge. absorptive:
of open texture. porous: wet and soft. OOId
French esponge — Latin spongia — Greek
spongia. Arabic isfanj. isphanj. sponge or
branching tree-like sea structure or creature.
used for local therapy of septic ulcers due its
porous character. Medically several kinds of
sponges are used for padding helmets and
cloths. and in absorbing and padding nasal
bleeding and in tonsillectomy operations. as
well as dilating the cervix of the uterus. Also
Theodoric of Bologna (1206-1298) whose
name is associated with the ‘soporific sponge’
(or anaesthetic sponge) got his information
from Arabic sources. The sponge was steeped
in aromatics and soporifics and then dried;
when required it was moistened and applied
to lips and nostrils. The Arabic innovation
entails the immersion of the so-called
‘anaesthetic sponge” in a boiled solution made
of water with a unique mixture of hashish
(from Arabic hasheesh). opium (from
Arabic afiun). C-hyoscine (from Arabic cit
al huscin. the beautiful lady). with Zo'an
(Arabic for wheat infusion) acting as a carrier
for active ingredients after water evaporation
and within sponge interstices]
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