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  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
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





   


 

  

 
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
 









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   
 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
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








 



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



 


  

 
        

   
 

 


 
 

          

 

          


        
        

 
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 
 

          
  

 
 

 
 

        
           

 
           

  
          
            

          
 

 
 

 

            

 
            





 

   
           

 
 

 
 

       CD  
 



(ASEP) 
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 


 
  
          

           
 

           
            
           


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علَّم الْإِنسانَ ما لَم يعلَم ) ٤(الَّذي علَّم بِالْقَلَمِ ) ٣(اقْرأْ وربك الْأَكْرم ) ٢(من علَقٍ 

  . ] ٥-١: العلق [  )٥(
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
 



(ASEP) 


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 


 



 




 




 


 




 


 

Teachers' Perceptions of Implementing Literature Circles in the 
EFL Classroom: A Case Study .  







 
 

   



  
      

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 بحوث ودراسات محكمة 
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

  
  
  
  
  

  :إعـداد
 
 

 





(ASEP) 


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
 

 


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



 










 










 










 
 
  







﴿                    ﴾
 
 
 





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٧  





 

 



 

  







 

 
 

 


 
  


﴿                             

                               ﴾
 

﴿                       
                      ﴾﴿  

                            
               ﴾  

 




 
 



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
 

 






 


 
 




 
 


 

 


 
  


Mukhina,1984

﴿                         
                              

  ﴾ 
﴿وقال تعالى                    

                               
                     

                             
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 ﴾.)٣١النور، آيه(  





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٩  






 


 




 













 



 








 


 





 






(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٠  


















 








 







 








 









 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢١  







 





 
 

 





 





﴿                           

          ﴾ 








 

 
 

 
 

 
 ﴿            

    ﴾ 
 





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٢  




 
 







 




 


﴿                         ﴾

﴿                      
          ﴾ 




 





 




 








 
 






(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٣  







 





﴿                  ﴾

﴿                           
                            

       ﴾ 




 















 

  

 
 


 

 
 








(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٤  




 

 
 

  









 









 

  



 






 
  


﴿              

               ﴾


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٢٥  







 
  













 
  








 






 


 

 


 
 


 

 
 



(ASEP) 


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٢٦  

 



 
 


 

 



 

 



 


 

 
 

 


 
 

 
 

 
  
-  
-  
-  

 
- 

  
- 

 
-  



(ASEP) 


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٢٧  

- 
 

-            


  
- –

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
-           

 
-  
-          

 
-  
-  
-           

        
 

- 
 

- 
 

-          
 

-            
 

-          


 
-           – 

 



(ASEP) 


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- 
 

- 
 

-  
-              

 
-            

 
-  
-          

 
-  
- 

         
 

-            
           

 
-  Asma Afsaruddin and M. Fathullah: The Philosophy of Islamic 

Education, Classical Views and Great Orespectives, Rice 
Universtiy, Nov. 2005. Available At: the same reference. 

- Uzma Amzar: Islamic Education, A brief history f Madrassa with 
comments on Curricula and current Pedagogical Practices. 
Available at: http://www.unvm.edu/envprog/madressah-history.pdf 

- Mukhina, V. (1984) : Growing up Human .Moscow : Progress 
Publishera 
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–





  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

  : إعـداد
 

 

 
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



  

         
 


 









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Abstract: 

Abstract: This study aimed at investigating the relationship between the 
creative imagination(the dimensions and the total score) and the field 
dependence-Independence, the values of correlation coefficients between 
them. as well as investigating the differences among high and low achieving 
students in field dependence-independence. and the differences among high 
and low achieving, the field dependence and field independence students, in 
the the creative imagination(the dimensions and the total score), a sample 
of(311) fifth grade elementary school students form five schools representing 
the five governorates of the Kingdom of Bahrain were randomly selected, 
high and low achieving students were selected according to the upper and 
lower quarters distribution rates of academic achievement grades for fourth 
grade, and the field dependence and field independence students were 
selected according to the medium score distribution of the field dependence-
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Independence. the imaginative image building, and the Group Embedded 
Figures scales were administered after confirmation of psychometric 
suitability. Data were analyzed using appropriate statistical procedures. The 
results indicated a statistically significant relationship at the level of (0.001) 
between the creative imagination(the dimensions and the total score) and 
the field dependence-independence, and there were no statistically 
significant differences between the high and low achieving groups in the 
values of correlation coefficients between  two variables, and a statistically 
significant differences at the level of(0.001) in in field dependence-
independence, differences were in favor of high achieving students. and a 
statistically significant differences at the level of(0.001) in the creative 
imagination and its dimensions and the field dependence-Independence. 
differences were in favor of high achieving  and field independence students. 
The results were discussed in the light of all of the theoretical framework 
and previous studies related to the topic, and some recommendations were 
made based on the results of the study. 
Keywords: Creative Imagination, Cognitive Styles, Field Independence, 
High and Low Achieving, Elementary School Students. 
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)(Messick, 1984: 63  

  Field 
dependence-Independence







 







 




(ASEP) 


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٣٤  




Lucid Dreams
Gackenbash, Heilman, Boyt & Laberge 

1985 

 


 
(Schmeidler,1965)


(Forisha,1983)








–


 


–
(Alman, 2000)










(Richard&David,2006)


 


 


  


 



(ASEP) 


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٣٥  




 

 
 

 
 

 
 


 

  


 
 




  
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  


 

 



 

 
  



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٣٦  

   


 





 


  
 




 
 
 Creative Imagination














 




 
 


(Guilford, 1979; Torrance 

,Ball&Safter,1992;Torrance;1995)


 
 




(Guilford,1979; Torrance ,Ball & Safter,1992; Torrance;1995 )



(ASEP) 


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٣٧  


 

 



(Guilford, 1979; Torrance , Ball & Safter, 1992; Torrance; 
1995)


 

 






 

 
–

 
 

 Fiel dependenc-
Independence




 









 

 
  


  




 



(ASEP) 
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  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٣٨  

 Achievement





  





 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   
 

 
  
 

(Witken, et al, 1971) 
 

 
 

  
 

 
–

  
 Imagination Creative










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
   













Roeckelein, 2004, 
169  
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


 
  
  
 

 
 

 
   






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











 




Wilt









 

 –








 
 –











Bettelhehm


 
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٤١  

 –




 














 
 

 
 















 

  
  
  
  
  
  




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










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



 
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٤٥  











 

 




























 
 












(ASEP) 
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٤٦  





 





1984

Lazarus, 
 




 
 





 

 



 

 






 

 






 








(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٤٧  








 

 Field 
dependence-Independence


Psychological Differentiation 


Cognitive Styles 




 (Wessles, 
1982: 25;   Messick, 1984: 60; 








 

(Witkin et al, 1977: 198) 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 









(ASEP) 


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٤٨  

Puccio, 1999
 

  
  
 

 
 


 

 








(Reber, 2009: 247)




 
 
  
  
  
 

 
 (Altum & 

Cakan, 2006: 293) 
  
  
 (Hansen, 1995: 20-

21)  
 
  
  
  
  
 (Altum & 

Cakan, 2006: 293) 
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  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 (Hansen, 1995: 20-21) 
  Achievement








 









 

 











 

(Gardner, 2006)






 
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 



 

 
 

  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 


 

  
  
  
  
    
 


 

 (
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



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٥١  

 
 


   

 


 
 




  
 : 

 


 
  

 . 
   

. 
  

  
 

 
  
  

  
 

 
 


(Egan, 1992: 3)Crux













(ASEP) 


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٥٢  




 
 

(Schmeidler, 1965)
Visual imagery 




Barron Independence of Judgment Scale


(Forisha, 1983)














 


 








 



 






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 
 











–

–


–





–


–


–
 











(Richard &David, 2006)

 



–

–––



 



(ASEP) 


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
 




 



  
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 
       
       
       

       
       
       
   


=Q3Q1

  



 


 

  
 


 


 

      
       

 
 

 









(Guilford, 1979)


 
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
 

 
 




 




 




 




 




 

 

       













,,,










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
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    Group Embedded Figures 
Test (G.E.F.T.)

OltmanRaskinWitkin
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 
 

 
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 
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
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 
 


   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


 

    



 

      


 


 

 





 
 


 Multivariate Analysis of Variance(MANOVA 

2x2) 
 





(Stevens, 1996: 237-

260)  


 

    
    
    

    
 
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



MANOVA

 


ANOVA(2x2)
 

    
   

 
 

 



 

  


 


 



 




 
        

         
         

         
         

 

     
 

  

 


 
  

MANOVA(2X2)
 

 
MANOVA(2X2)

    
 

  
Wilks'Lambda 


 


 

  
 

 


 

 
 

    

 


 

      

X       



(ASEP) 


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٦٢  





Wilks'Lambda


Wilks'Lambd 




 
Cohen, 1977)







ANOVA(2x2)
 












 
     


 

 


 
  

 
 


 


 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٦٣  

ANOVA(2x2) 


 

 

 
 


 


 


 


 

 
 

      


 

      


x 

      

     
    

 
 

      


 

      


x 

      

     
    

 
 

      


 

      


x 

      

     
    

 
 

      


 

      


x 

      

     
    


 


 

      


 

      


x 

      

     
    

 
 

 
 











(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٦٤  


 

  





 
 










 


 
Crux




(Egan, 1992: 3)
















)(Messick, 1984: 63 
       

           
           

         
      
            



(ASEP) 


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٦٥  

           
          


 

 


  







 

(Schmeidler,1965)
(Forisha, 1983)















–


 
   




 









(ASEP) 
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٦٦  













Provocative Questions



















 









(Altum & Cakan, 2006: 293)






(Hansen, 1995: 20-21)  








(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٦٧  










–









 

 


 
 
 


 

 
 

 


 
 




 
 
  




 
 

 
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 



 

 



 

  


 
 

 


 
 





 
 


 








 
 




 
 
-            

          
 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٦٩  

-            
  

 

-           
 

-  

-           
 

- 
 

-    
  

-            
 

-            
 

-           
 

-         
 

- 
 

-         
 

-            
 

-  

-           
 

-           
   

-           
  

-           
 
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-         
 

-          
  

-     
 

-  

-         
  

-            
           

  

-            
           

  

-          
 

- 
http://www.almualem.net/saboora/showthread.php?t=762 
-            

 

-          
 

-        
  

-  

-            
 

-  

-  

- 
  

-            


  
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-            
           

  

-   

- 
  

-   
          

    
  

 

-          

  

-  

-         
 

-   
           

  

-         
 

-           
 

-           
    

-            
 

-            
 

-            
 

-  

- 
 

- 
 



(ASEP) 


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٧٢  

-            
  

-           
          
     

-           
          

  

-            
  

-           
         

  

-           
  

-     
  

-           
 

-          
 

-           


 

-   
  

-            
  

- 
   

-          
 

-           
 

- Alman, S. (2000). Mental imagery and perception in hallucination 
prone individuals. Journal of nervous&mental disease,188(12), 
830-836. 
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 
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(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٧٧  





 

  Introduction






 
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
 


"Sociocultural theory" Zone 

of Proximal development (ZPD)


(Jones, et.al, 1998)  

Scaffolding Intrusions 
Brune & Ross


 


"Scaffolding" 




 







(Metcalf, 2000) 

 
 

 
 

Ebbers & 
Rowell , 2002 , 13) 

 
 

 



(ASEP) 


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٨٠  

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

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  
 Problem of Research 

:  



(ASEP) 
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 

  Limitations of Research
 

  
 

 
 


 
 

 
 

 
  Terms of Research  

 
 

 .  
  Scaffolding Instruction Strategy









 
  Matematical Thinking











(ASEP) 
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٨٢  


 

  Methodology of Research 


–Post-
test Control Group Design




 

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
 

 


 
 


 

 
 

 
 

  
  



(ASEP) 


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٨٤  

 
  Scaffolding Instruction Strategy 
 

Scaffolding Instruction





Social Context 

" Social 
Constructivism "


(Jones, et.al, 1998, 968) 




Zone of 
proximal development 




Support


Autonomous(Waller , 
2002) 




 

(Guzdial, 1993)
 

(Metcalf, 2000)



 





(Kao & Lehmen, 1997) 



(ASEP) 
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٨٥  

(Temporary 
Support)

(Englert 
,et.al.,1991) 


 





(Randoll & Kali , 2004) 


(ZPD)


 





 







 





 

 

 –
 

 
 

 –


 
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 
 











 
 




&(Davis & Linn , 2000 , 819)& (Bouillion & 
Gomez, 2001,878) &Ebbers & Rowell , 2002 , 13)&

– 

 
 Procedural Scaffoldings 


 

 ScaffoldingsProcess  


 
 Conceptual Scaffoldings 


 

 Metacognition Scaffoldings 


 
 Strategic Scaffoldings:  


 

 
 Scaffoldings Tools  
 Reflection Prompts  

 
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 Self talk Prompts Thinking 
Aloud Metacognition 

Scaffoldings  
 Cue Cards 
 Verbal Scaffoldings  
 

 
 Scaffoldings Strategies  
 Modeling 
 Questions Scaffolding 
 Feed back 
 Bridging Scaffolding   
 Analogies 
  Cooperative Learning  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 Scaffoldings  Stable  







 
 Adaptable Scaffoldings  








 
 adaptive learning Parameters 

Scaffoldings 





 
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 





(Friend & Bursuck ,1996, 246 )&
&& 

 
 Present the New Cognitive 

Strategy
 

 Prompts  
  
  
  
 Regulate Difficulty During 

Guided Practice
 

  
  
  
 Self Questions 

 
  
 

 
 : Provide 

Varying Context for Student Pract
 

  
 Reciprocal Teaching 

 Provide Feed back
 

 Corrective Feed back  
 Check List 

 
  
  
 Self Checking 

 



(ASEP) 


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 Responsibility Increase 
Student


 

 
 

  
  
  
  
 Provide Independent: 

Practice 
 
 

 
 

  
 





 

 


 
 


 

 


(Biemiller & 
Meichenbaum ,1998 ,365) 

 


 
 

 
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  
 

(Rodgers & Rodgers, 2004)  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


 

 



 

 


 
 




(Bull, et.al., 1999) 
  
 

 
  
 


 

 
  


 

  






(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٩١  

( Mackenzie , 1999 )& ( 
Davis & Linn, 2000 )& (Kiong & Yong , 2003, 5)&

&
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
  
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 


 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 




 



(ASEP) 
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٩٢  

 


 
 




 
 


 

 


 
 





(Yayan, 2007) 

 



(Tracey,et.al.,2006) 

 


(Englert, et.al., 2005)  
 

 
 




(Azevedo, et.al., 
2003) 

 


(Ebbers & Rowell, 2002) 
 

(Say & Brush, 2002) 
 

(Wolf, 2002) 



(ASEP) 


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 Analogies
Scaffold questions 


(Crismond, 2001) 

 


(Davis& Linn, 
2000) 

 
Verbal Scaffoldings 

(Janne & Sigrum,2000) 
 


(Flick, 1998) 

 


(Jones , 1998) 
 


(Collins & Brown& Newman, 1990) 

 Mathematical Thinking 
 



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 

 
 

 


Mills, 1993, 340-341 
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






 


 

 
 wheatly,1991,13) &

& & 
 

 Induction








 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  Deduction 







 
 
  
  
  

 
  
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  
  
  
  
  Generalization 




 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 Symbolism 




 

 
  
  
  
  
  
 Mathematical Proof 




 

 
  
  





 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٩٨  




 

 Spatial, Visualization


 


 

  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  

  
  
  
  
  logical Thinking or  Mathematical  logic  




 






(ASEP) 


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
 


 

 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 Relational thinking 










 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  probable thinking  







 

 
  
  
  



(ASEP) 


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  
  
  


 

 


 
 




&Aunio, et.al, 2005,136& &
 
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

open-ended problem 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
  


 

٤- 
 






(ASEP) 


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١٠١  





 

 
 

 



 

 


 
 

 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 


 
 


 

 
 

 


 
 




 



(ASEP) 
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 
Aunio, et.al, 

2005 
 

Harries, 2001 
 


(Schoenberg & Liming, 2001) 

  








 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

  






 







                                         
 
  )١(ملحق (*)  



(ASEP) 
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
 

 

  
 


 

 
 

 
 

  





 
  
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 



 

 
  

  
 

 


 



(ASEP) 
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 ٢
 

 


 
 




 
 


 

 
 
 




 
  




 
 


 

 



 

 
    

     
     

    
     

                                         
  )١(ملحق (*)  



(ASEP) 


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
 

 





 
 

   
   
   

   


 

 


 


  

 
 

    
 


    

     



 

    

   
 

 
١


 

٢


 
                                         

  )٣(ملحق (*)  



(ASEP) 
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 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

٣






 

٤


 
٥











 

 

    
    
    
    
    
    

                                         
  )١(ملحق (*)  
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


 
 




 
 


 

 

    
   

     
     
     
     
     
     

 
 




 


 








 

                                         
  )٤(ملحق  (*)
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                             
    
    
    
    


 





 


 
 مستوى الدلالة ت ع م ن المجموعة الأداة

اختبار التفكير 
 الرياضى

 ١,٠٢ ٠,٣١ ١,٩٨ ٨,٤٩ ٣١ التجريبية
مقياس   ١,٤٧ ٩,٠١ ٣٣ الضابطة

 الاتجاه
 ٢,٦٣ ٠,٥١ ١٤,٤٨ ٣٩,٦٧ ٣١ تجريبيةال

  ١٤,١٣ ٣٨,٢١ ٣٣ الضابطة




 

 



 

 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  
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 





 
 





 Spss (Version 18)
 

#
2η2Way ANOVA 
 
  





 

 
 




 
 







 
 


2η

  
 




 
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١١٠  


 

   
 

   
 

 
 

2η  
       

             
           

           
             

           
           

 
 

            
           

           
             

           
           


 




&
&(Say & Brush, 2002&(Wolf, 2002&(Flick, 1998&(Collins 

 Brown& Newman, 1990) 




&&
&&&&&

 &Aunio, et.al, 2005&Harries, 2001&(Schoenberg & 
Liming, 2001) 








 

 
 




 



(ASEP) 
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 






 
 




 
 


 

٢-   






 

 
 




 
 


 










 
 





 



(ASEP) 


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١١٢  


 

   
   

   
       

      
      

      
      

       
      

      
      

      
 

 
      

      
      

      
      

       
      

      
      

      

 
 




 
 





 

 
 




2η 


2η
 

 




(ASEP) 


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١١٣  


 


 


 

 
 

   
 

 
 

2η  
      

 
 

 

            
           
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      

      
      

 
 

      
      

      
      

      
 

 
      

      
      

      
      

 
 

      
      

      
      

      
       

      
      

      
      

 
 




 
 

 
 





 


 



(ASEP) 
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 


 
 


 

 


 
 


 

 


 
 

 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 


 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 



(ASEP) 


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 


 
 
  
- 

          
 

-  
-   -    

          
  -            

           
   - 

 
-              

          
          

            
  

-             
          

  
-           

 -           
          

  - 


 -  
-            

        
 

- 


  
-            


  

-            
  - 

 
-            

 



(ASEP) 


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- 


           
   -           

           
  - 


   -           

 
- 

          
         

   - 
          

         
  

-            
           

 
-             


          

  
- 




   -           
           

  -      
          

   -             


   -          
            


  

-            
          

         
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   - 
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


 
 





(PaulaLester,1984)


 



















 

" Job satisfaction among kindergarten teachers of public and 
private "(Comparative study)  

Abstract 
This study aimed to identify the degree of job satisfaction among 

kindergarten teachers in kindergartens government and private Qassim 
region, Saudi Arabia, and the sample study of 48 teachers of the 
kindergarten teachers of public and private, has the researcher using a 
measure of satisfaction (Paula Lester,1984) job for kindergarten 
teachers. Written by:Urbanization of Ghazi Mohammed  Dessouky (2011), 
which has the significance of appropriate validity and reliability.Approach 
to the study: the use of descriptive analytical method, the study found the 
following results:high levels of job satisfaction among kindergarten teachers 
who work in kindergartens government and kindergarten teachers who work 
in the kindergartens of the dimension kidney to the measure of job 
satisfaction and on 6 of 7 dimensions for the parameters in the government 
kindergartens and 5 of 7 dimensions for the parameters in the private 
kindergartens. The overall ranking of the areas of job satisfaction of 
kindergarten teachers in kindergartens government: connection parameter 
with children in kindergarten in order (1) and social status and appreciation 
of the community in order (2) and supervision and vocational training in 
order (3) and salaries and incentives in order (4) and the relationship 
parameter with management and Zmlaoualaml in order (5 ) and the laws, 
regulations and instructions in the order (6) and working conditions and 
nature of the arrangement (7)And was the overall standings of the areas of 
job satisfaction of kindergarten teachers in private kindergartens: 
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Relationship parameter with children in kindergarten in order (1) and social 
status and appreciation of the community in order (2) and the relationship 
parameter with management and Zmlaoualaml in the rankings (3) 
supervision and vocational training in order (4) and salaries and incentives 
in the rankings (5) and the laws and regulations and instructions in the 
order (6) and working conditions and nature of the arrangement (7) 

 



 




 




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


 


 

  



 
 

  
 




 
 


 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٢٦  

 
 Job satisfaction




 
 (Kindergarten





 

   (Kindergarten teacher 


   
  

 


(Paula Lester, 1984)







  
 
 Job satisfaction: 




 





 




 
(Jones&Sloane,2009)





(ASEP) 


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١٢٧  




 


(Luthans, 1992)


(Hop pock)




(Singh,2002)


coberly, 2004)


 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 


 
 


 (Fayol (Taylo





(Manceil,Anqus,  Joseph,1993, p3758) 

(Herzberg) 








(ASEP) 


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١٢٨  







 

( Vroom )










(Tharrington, Donnie Everetle,1993,2198) 






  
 
 

 



















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


 
 





 
 











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  
 

 

  
 (Steel,1989  




 
   (Hazard, 1991)  


  

 
  Bogler&Roint,2001







.


     



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٣١  

 ,2002Stephen & others


 







 
 (Hill)2004 








 
 2006 (Madera)








 
 2009 (Ahsen &all)






 

 
 




 
 




 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٣٢  

 
     
  

 
  

  
 

  

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 

 
   

     
     
 

 
   

     

 
 

 



 


 



 


 

      
 

 
    

 
 

    

 
 

 


 

 




 


 

      
      
      
      

 
 

 



 


 




 


 

      
      
      
 

 
    
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     


(PaulaLester,1984



 


 




 : 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
  

Spss) 
 





 





 

 
  αمعامل   الكوديالرمز   المتغير

القطـاع   فيلمعلمات الروضة  يمقياس الرضا الوظيف
  %٩٦,٥  X   الحكومي

القطـاع   فيلمعلمات الروضة  يمقياس الرضا الوظيف
  %٩٩,٦ Y  الخاص
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99. 60%

 

  
  
  
  




 
 












 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  







(ASEP) 
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١٣٥  








 

  


 
  X1  

 4.1786  X1 
 1.8929  X12 
 4.0000  X13 
 2.9643 

 
X14 

 1.7143  X15 
 1.9643   X16 
 1.3571  X17 
 4.1429  X18 
 2.5357  X19 

   
  


 


 

 X2  

 3.6429  X2 
 3.0714  X22 
 1.9643 

 
X23 

 4.5714  X24 
 3.4643  X25 
 2.6429  X26 
 4.3571  X27 
 2.9286  X28 

   












 
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  














  
  


 

  X4  

 4.1786  X4 
 2.4286  X42 
 4.2857  X43 
 4.1786  X44 
 4.3929  X45 
 4.2143  X46 
 3.8929  X47 
 1.8571  X48 

   


 

  X3  

  4.4286  X3 
 2.4643  X32 
 4.2500  X33 
 3.9286  X34 
 4.1429  X35 
 2.3214 d X36 
 1.7857 

 
X37 

 3.8929  X38 
 3.4286  X39 
 4.1786  X310 
 2.1786  X311 
 4.2143 

 
X312 

 2.0000  X313 
 4.1786  X314 
 4.2143  X315 

   
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
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 





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
 

  
 

 
 X6  

 4.6429  X6 
 4.6071  X62 
 2.2857  X63 
 4.4643  X64 

   

الترتيب طبقا 
 للمتوسط

المتوسط 
 الوزنى

  م X5 العبارة

 X5 يلدى علاقات جيدة مع زملائ 4.6429 ١
 X52 أحب من أعمل معهم 4.5357 ٢
 X53 أفضلبشكل  عمليلأداء  زميلاتي تحفزني 4.3214 ٣
 X54 بدرجة كبيرة الأخرىكل منهن  زميلاتيتنتقد  1.8214 ٨
 X55 لم أتلق تعاونا ممن أعمل معهم 1.7857 ٩
 X56 أشعر بعدم الراحة مع من أعمل معهم 1.7500 ١٠
 X57 زميلاتيمع اهتمامات  يهتمامتاتتفق  3.7143 ٧
 X58 زميلاتيدائمة مع  صداقاتي 3.9286 ٥
 X59 زميلاتيأبذل جهدا خاصا لمساعدة  3.7143 ٦
 X510 توضح الموجهة العمل المتوقع منى 3.9643 ٤
  X511 معيغير عقلانيات فى تعاملهن  زميلاتيأرى أن  1.5714 ١١

 العام المتوسط  ٣,٢٥٠٠



(ASEP) 
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








 
  


 


 

 X7  

 4.3214  X7 
 3.2500  X72 
 4.2143  X73 
 2.3214   X74 
 1.7143   X75 
 4.0714  X76 
 4.2143  X77 
 2.6429  X78 
 4.4643  X79 
 2.0357  X710 
 1.5000  X711 
 4.4643  X712 
 2.0357  X713 

   












 

  
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

   



(ASEP) 


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









 

 
  


 

  Y1  

 3.8500   Y1 
 2.8500  Y12 
 3.6500  Y13 
 3.6000  Y14 
 2.4500  Y15 
 2.4000   Y16 
 1.5500  Y17 
 3.6000  Y18 
 2.5500  Y19 

   












 

  
  م Y2 العبارة المتوسط الوزنى الترتيب طبقا للمتوسط

 احتياجاتهيعتبر دخل المعلم كافيا لسد  2.5000 ٧
 المعيشية 

Y2 
من العيش بالطريقة  يمنعني الكافيالدخل غير  3.2000 ٤

 أريدها التي
Y22 

من هذا العمل سيكون  دخلين لو كنت أعلم أ 2.9000 ٦
 عمل أيهكذا لاخترت 

Y23 
 Y24 التدريس مستقبلا آمنا فيالعمل  لييضمن  3.2000 ٣
 Y25 لقدراتيأتقاضى دخلا مناسبا  2.4000 ٨
 Y26 دخل المعلم أقل بكثير مما يستحق 3.8000 ٢
 Y27 لي الماليبالتدريس الأمن  عملييوفر  2.7500 ٦
مع الدخل من وظائف  وظيفتيل من أقارن الدخ 3.8000 ١

 آخري
Y28 

 المتوسط العام  ٣,٠٦٨٧



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٠  













 
  


 

  Y3  

 4.2500   Y3 
 2.4500 

 
Y32 

 3.6500  Y33 
 3.5000  Y34 
 3.2500  Y35 
 2.3000  Y36 
 2.6500  

 
Y37 

 3.7000  Y38 
 3.3500  Y39 
 3.5500  Y310 
 2.1000  Y311 
 2.9500 

 
Y312 

 2.1500  Y313 
 3.7500  Y314 
 4.0000  Y315 

   














 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤١  

  
   Y4  

 4.0500  Y4 
 2.2000  Y42 
 3.6500  Y43 
 3.5500  Y44 
 4.2000  Y45 
 3.9000  Y46 
 3.6000  Y47 
 2.1000  Y48 

   












 

  


 
  Y5  

 4.3000   Y5 
 4.2500  Y52 
 3.7000  Y53 
 2.5500  Y54 
 2.1000  Y55 
 2.2000  Y56 
 3.7500  Y57 
 3.8500  Y58 
 4.2500  Y59 
 3.4000  Y510 
 1.7000  Y511 

   













(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٢  




 
  


 

  Y6  

 4.3500  Y6 
 4.6000  Y62 
 2.8500  Y63 
 4.4500  Y64 

   












 

  
   Y7  

 4.1500 
 

Y7 

 3.3500  Y72 
 3.8000  Y73 
 2.8000  Y74 
 2.2000  Y75 
 3.70000  Y76 
 4.0000  Y77 
 2.6500  Y78 
 4.1000  Y79 
 2.2000  Y710 
 1.6000  Y711 
 4.3500  Y712 

 2.0500  Y713 
   











(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٣  





 

  
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

   











  

 
  

  
  
  






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

 
  







  



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٥  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 








 




 
  (Taylor)


(Mayo Elton)


 




 





 

(Lawler&Porter) 











(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٦  


 

 
Hazard,1964- Hazard,1964







Bogler&Roint,2001



 






,2002Stephen & others



 

 



 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


 

  
 

 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٤٧  

  
 

 –
– 

 


  
   –

 
 


 
 ذوىدار

 القاهرةالعرالفكر
 

 
    

  
 

 
  
 


 
 

  
 


– 

 

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" The Mathematical Knowledge for Teaching Mathematics in 
students Teachers at Teachers' King Saud University "

Abstract 
The accomplished teacher is an important element in the educational 

system, and It’s success or it’s failure depends on the quality of teacher 
Education whether in pre-service or in-service. The teacher alone bears the 
responsibility to make the understanding of knowledge and skills for his 
students. So we need to do our best in the preparation and evaluation the 
teachers’ performance at all levels. And given the recognition they deserve. 
It should always check that all mathematics teachers have Content 
Knowledge and pedagogical knowledge which necessary to teach 
mathematics.This research aims to explore students teachers' mathematical 
knowledge for teaching mathematics. The study used a measure of 
mathematical knowledge for teaching mathematics at the elementary level in 
the field of numbers and operations. The sample was (24) students teachers 
in the eighth and final level at Teachers College, King Saud University. 
Suitable Statistical treatment was used. The results revealed the 
mathematical knowledge levels of the research sample. Recommendations 
and suggestions are presented.  
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(Rowan et al., 2001)
Shulman,1986


(Rowan et al., 2001. p. 2)








 




(Shulman, 1986, p. 9)









(Shulman, 1986, p. 9) 





 

(Shulman, 1986)



Wilson, Shulman, & Richert (1987); Hewson and Hewson (1988); 
Grossman (1990); Cochran, K.F et all (1993) ;Anderson and Mitchner 
(1994); Ball, D.(1996);  Ball, D. L. & Wilson, S. W.(1996); van Driel, 
Verloop, & De Vos (1998); Ma, L (1999); Hume and Berry (2010); 




 


NSTA, 

1999NCATE, 1997




(ASEP) 
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
Murray, 1996

Shulman


 
     
       (Mathematical 

Content Knowledge)        
          

          
      .   

        
        .

 

     
      

         
         

           
           
         

            
 . 

 
   Conceptual Knowledge

Procedural Knowledge   
          

        
        

         
        

 

  (Schneider & Stern, 2010)      
     . (Byrnes & 

Wasik,1991)       
          

      .   
          
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
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١٥٥  

(Rittle-Johnson, B., Siegler, R., & Alibali, M. ,2001)
        

           
 . 













 
 

 



 Shulman, Lee S. (1986). 








 

Shulman, L., 1987)





 

Cochran, K. F. et al, 1993






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

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


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
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Hill, H. et al, 2004
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




 

Hill, H. , et al , 2005


(n=1190) n=334
(n=1773)n=365

n=115









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 

Hill, H., 2007









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
No Child Left Behind 

Charalambous, C. Y. ,2008)


(MKT)

















 

Ball, D. L. et al , 2008





Shulman's (1986)
















 





 



(ASEP) 


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١٥٨  

 Common Content Knowledge


 
  Specialized Content Knowledge


 

 Horizon Content Knowledge



 

 Knowledge of Content and Students





 

 Knowledge of Content and Teaching





 
 Knowledge of Content and Curriculum








 


 




Delaney, S. et al, 2008



 
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Ng, D. 2009)
(MKT)







 

Gleason, J. ,2010)










 The University 
of Alabama

  

Thanheiser, E. et al, 2010


  




 

 
Delaney et al, 2008, p174 
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











 

Sleep, L. & Eskelson, S. L. , 2012
MKT

MKT


MKT
MKT










MKT



MKT 

Kuntze,  S. , 2012).







 

Konig, J. & Blomeke, S. ,2012). 







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
 

Copur Gencturk, Y. ,2012)



























 

Welder, R. M. & Simonsen , L.M ,2012)



(Hill, Schilling, & Ball, 2004)


p = .000





 

Ng, D., et al ,2012). 









(ASEP) 
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١٦٢  


 

Copur-Gencturk, Yasemin, 2013



LMT

DTAMS


K- 8


LMT


DTAMS


 

Faulkner, V. N.&  Cain, C. R. ,2013)









CKTMK-12
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















 

Gann, L., 2013).








(ASEP) 
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١٦٤  




(ELLs)








 

Bonner, E. et al  ,2013)




 





 

     
         

    (Conceptual Knowledge)  
      .  

         
.        

        . 
          

       
        
           

        
.          
             
       

          
         

      . 

     
         



(ASEP) 


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١٦٥  

        
      
      .  

  ( 273 )       
        

     .     
        
         

          
          

           
          

   :      
          

         
       

    . 
          

      
 . 

 



 





 

 





––




 





(ASEP) 


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


 





 

   :
       

          
 




  


    
 

    
    

          
     

 
  
 

(Cochran, D & King, 1993, p. 264)





(Cochran, DeRuiter, & King, 1993, p. 
264) 


 

 
          

 




(ASEP) 


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١٦٧  







  
 

 
 


 

 


 
 





 

 

    
 –   
 –   

    
 
 

Heather Hill, 
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


 



(ASEP) 
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 
 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
  

 
    

 



 

 
    

2 1 4.2 4.2 
3 2 8.3 12.5 
5 4 16.7 29.2 
6 3 12.5 41.7 
8 2 8.3 50.0 
9 4 16.7 66.7 

10 3 12.5 79.2 
11 1 4.2 83.3 
12 1 4.2 87.5 
13 1 4.2 91.7 
15 2 8.3 100.0 

 24 100.0  







 


 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..   نوفمبر ..الجزء الثالث .. الثالث والأربعون  العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٧٠  

 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

   


 

 
   

   
   
   
   


  

  
 



(ASEP) 


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١٧١  


 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

–   
      

–   





    

 




 
 





Hill, heather c, et al , 2005


Charalambous, C. Y. ,2008, 
Hill, heather c, et al , 2005) 









Ng, D. 2009)Bonner, E., Ruiz, E., & Travis, B. , 2013)
Jóhannsdóttir, B, 2013

 








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





 
 

 
 


 

 


 
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
-         

       
          

       -  
 

-  
 

 . 
-      

          
       

- Anderson, r. D., & mitchener, c. P. (1994). Research on science 
teacher education. In d. L. Gabel (ed.), handbook of research on 
science teaching and learning (pp. 3-44). New york: macmillan. 
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"The effectiveness of children's stories in the development some of 
the concepts And economic behaviors in a child kindergarten Saudi   
Abstrat : 

Current study aims to recognize The effectiveness of children's stories in 
the development some of the concept And economic behaviors in a child 
kindergarten Saudi s e. To achieve this aim two list had been prepared 
contains concepts And economic behaviors which are needed by the KG 
child. The two lists then showed to groups of judges then the suggested  story 
program has been prepared according to knowledge list and achievement 
test and the two scales of manners. The program has been showed to a 
group of judges to modify according to their ideas. The research sample has 
been divided to two groups:Experimental (contains 37 children) and control 
group (contains 33 children) research tools have been applied previously on 
the study sample. Program activities have been applied on the experimental 
group which contains (15) stories for about 2.5 months. The children of 
control group study the program prepared by the ministry. After ending this 
program, research tools are applied then on the children of the two 
groups.The research reached the following results:There are statistical 
differences between the degrees average of the two groups children in the 
post Economic concepts test of KG for the sake of experimental group 
children.There are statistical differences between the degrees average of the 
two groups children on the scale of economic behaviors for the sake of 
experimental group children.  
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




 


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


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

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
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 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
 

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 .  
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 
 

 
 

 


 
 

 
 





 

 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


  

   


 

 


 
 
  







 
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 







 
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

 




 








 

 


 
 

 
 




 
 
 




Robert,2002,p33 
 





 
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 
 

Reiman,2008,p78) 
 




Nuttall,J., 2006,p 139-150 
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


–


Stuer,M&Mezaroz,B.,2005) 




                      

 :  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


 


 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٨٨  

 


 
 






 
 




 
 





 

 






 
 










 
 

 
 


 

  
 

 
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
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  
  
  
 


 

  
 

John,r&other,2010,p34) 
 

 

  













   







Marck,c 

and others,2004, 68-71 

Najeeb., 2010


Najeeb, s,2010, 5 -13) 




–
–





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٩٠  

 (Najeeb 
shafiq M., 2010,pp, 5 -13)  

Ward ,1986)



 






 

(Abduilah,j,2002)




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



 


 

  









 







 









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
 

 
– –




 
 





 
 





 
 


 

 


Yanav, R. and others, 2007, pp46-55 
 –

––
–Michael,B. and others, 

2006,pp 5-24 
 

 
 – 
 

 
 


 

 
 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٩٣  

 


Michael,B and others, 2006,pp 5-24 
 


John, S. and others, 2010,pp 395-405

 






 


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




 







   
  


 

 


 
 


 .  
 
 
 




 
 


 



(ASEP) 


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 
 

 
––

 
 

 
 





 

 
 


0,5

 




 







 
 


 

 


 
 

 
 

–
  
 





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

١٩٦  





 

 


 
 

0,5
 

 



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
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  
  
  
  
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  
 
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
 


 


 

 The Procedures of study 
  

  
  
  
 


 

  
  
 


 

  
 




 
 


 

 


 
 


 

  
  
  
 

 
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 
 

 
 
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 الدلالة الإحصائية ت ح.د  ع م ن المجموعة الأداة

  ض الاختبار التحصيلي 
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
 

 الدلالة الإحصائية ت ح.د  ع م ن المجموعة الأداة

  ض المقياس ا 
 ت

٣١  
٣١ 

١,٧٧٤٢  
٢,٠٣٢٣ 

١,١١٦٨  
 غير دالة ٠,٨٧٨ ٦٠  ١,١٩٦٨


 

 










spss 

 
 





 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٠٥  


 

 الدلالة الإحصائية  ت ح.د  ع  م ن المجموعة الأداة
  ض الاختبار التحصيلي

 ت
٣١  
٣١ 

٣,٢٥٨١  
١٤,٤١٩٤ 

١,١٢٤٥  
 ٠,٠٠١دالة عند  ٢١,٢٩٥ ٦٠ ٢,٦٩٢٩









 




 




                                     


 

الدلالة   ت ح.د  ر  ع م ن التطبيق  الأداة
 الإحصائية

الاختبار 
 التحصيلي

  قبلي
 دىبع

٣١  
٣١ 

١,٥٤٨٤  
١٤,٤١٩٤ 

١,١٢٠٧  
٢٢,٦٠٦ ٣٠ ٠,٢٥٥ ٢,٦٩٢٩  

 
دالة عند 
٠,٠٠١ 





 


 

 

 حجم التأثير     ٢أيتا "ت"قيمة 
 كبير جدا  ٠,٩٤٤ ٢٢,٦٠٦

 

                                         
(*)                    t 2  

 η2     =     t2 + df                          



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٠٦  


 

 


 
 


 

 


 
 
 





 


 

الدلالة  ت ح.د  ع  م ن المجموعة الأداة
 الإحصائية

مقياس السلوكيات 
لدى طفل  الاقتصادية

  الروضه
  ض
 ت

٣١  
٣١ 

٢,٩٦٧٧  
١٨,٠٦٤٥ 

١,٣٥٣٦  
دالة عند  ٢٠,٥٣١ ٦٠ ٣,٨٦٣٨

٠,٠٠١ 










 




 

                                                                                                
مѧن  % ٦مѧن التبѧاین الكلѧى یѧدل علѧى تѧأثیر ضѧئیل والѧذى یفسѧر حѧوالى           % ١این الذى یفسر حوالى ا لتب(*) 

فؤاد أبو حطب ( یر فأكثر من التباین الكلى یعد تأثیر كب% ١٥التباین الكلى بعد تأثیر متوسط والذى یفسر 
  )٤٤٣،ص١٩٩١مال صادق،أ



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٠٧  


 


 

الدلالة  ت ح.د ر ع م ن التطبيق الأداة
 الإحصائية

المقياس 
  الأول

  قبلي
 بعدى

٣١  
٣١ 

٢,٠٣٢٣  
١٨,٠٦٤٥ 

١,١٩٦٨  
دالة عند  ٢٠,٦٠٦ ٣٠ ٠,٢٦ ٣,٨٦٣٨

٠,٠٠١ 



 


 

η2 
 حجم التأثير Η2 "ت"قيمة 

 كبير جدا  ٠,٩٣٤  ٢٠,٦٠٦
 


 

 


–


 
 

 
 








 
                                         

(*)                    t 2  

 η2
     =     t2 + df                          

مѧن  % ٦مѧن التبѧاین الكلѧى یѧدل علѧى تѧأثیر ضѧئیل والѧذى یفسѧر حѧوالى           % ١ا لتباین الذى یفسر حوالى (*) 
فؤاد أبو حطب  ( فأكثر من التباین الكلى یعد تأثیر كبیر % ١٥التباین الكلى بعد تأثیر متوسط والذى یفسر 

  )٤٤٣،ص١٩٩١أمال صادق،



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٣..  نوفمبر .. الثالثالجزء  .. والأربعون الثالث العدد
م٢٠١٣.. ٢٠١٣

٢٠٨  

 











 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
          

 
            


 



(ASEP) 


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 
 

            
 

             
 
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Teachers' Perceptions of Implementing Literature Circles  
in the EFL Classroom: A Case Study 

Dr. Nagwa Hamza Serag 
Abstract 

This study examined EFL teachers' perceptions of literature 
circles use in authentic classroom settings. As a case study, it 
sought to explore perceptions of six EFL inservice teachers of 
the literature circles' potential in their classrooms, and their 
students' feelings toward the literature circles experience. 
Another purpose of the current study was to investigate the 
most important aspects EFL teachers consider when planning 
and implementing literature circles in their classrooms. Data 
was collected through two basic sources. These were a semi-
structured interview with participant teachers and a teaching 
journal. Through journal writing, teachers were invited to 
express their own thoughts and interpretations of their 
teaching practices as well as their learners' reactions toward 
the literature circles experience. Findings revealed that the use 
of literature circles in the EFL classroom has yielded some 
notable benefits. Besides, participant teachers emphasized the 
positive effect of literature circles on students' feelings and 
behaviour. In terms of the study findings, appropriate 
conclusions and implications have been suggested.    

Keywords : Teacher Perceptions-Literature Circles - EFL Reading-
Student Feelings 
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Introduction: 
Reading is an effective language learning tool that 

provides students with an opportunity to construct meaning 
through interacting with a reading text (Lopez-Medina, 
2007). Reading engagement is linked to reader's interest and 
choice. The ability to make choices has the potential of 
promoting learners' motivation and involvement in the 
reading process. According to Maraccini (2012),  teachers 
know that students are motivated to read when they are 
actively engaged in an activity or a task that arouses their 
interest and enable them to make choices. Therefore, 
teachers need to search for new effective strategies for 
engaging their students into meaningful reading. 

Fore (2007) argues that the act of reading, by itself, is 
challenging enough with no additional load of understan- 
ding text content. "Before a reading teacher can show 
students a whole new world in print, they need to show 
them the world they are familiar with in print (p. 53). 
Moreover, what the reader adds to the text from his previous 
personal experiences and feelings contribute in generating a 
different meaning from the same text (Hillier, 2005).  

Teachers have to make sure that they are adopting 
effective strategies that promote their students' motivation to 
read (MacDonald, 2008; Ali, 1999).  One of the most 
successful instructional models that have largely contributed 
in creating an environment of engagement and collaboration 
among students in the EFL reading classroom is literature 
circles. Developing positive attitudes toward reading, 
enjoying reading and becoming real world readers are some 
goals that can be attained through adopting literature circles 
within reading classes. Besides, literature circles have the 
potential of engaging students more fully with reading texts 
and fostering students' ownership of their own learning (lee, 
2002; Koazk, 2008). 
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The use of text-to-self connections within literature 
circles has the potential of motivating students to connect 
the reading content with their own real-life experiences. 
Shared experience, rich text, and the personal response are 
three key elements that are brought together within 
literature circles. Importantly, this instructional model has 
been regarded as a great success in terms of student 
achievement, authentic interaction, and enjoyment in 
reading (McElvain, 2010; Montoya, 2006; Riggan, 2011).  
Review of Literature : 
Literature Circles: What Are They?: 
 Literature circles are an approach that incorporates 
reading and discussion of children's literature in small 
groups. They are one way to engender authentic literacy 
experiences because using them supports understanding the 
text, providing personal connections with the text and 
others, and creating deeper meanings (Lee, 2002, p.iii). 
Casey (2008, cited in Gall, 2010) defines literature circles as 
a small group of students reading the same work of 
literature and working with peers while performing 
discussions. 
 Maraccini (2010) defines literature circles as "Just 
one strategy that incorporates the use of student dialogue 
and conversation to improve  comprehension and reading 
skills" (p. 25-26). Moreover, literature circles could be one  
intervention that have  the potential  of introducing a variety 
of input for challenging students' thinking and developing 
their oral production. Besides, literature circles could be 
considered as an effective cooperative learning strategy that 
promote students' interest in reading while enhancing their 
self-perceptions (Hillier,2005; Olsen,2007; Prillaman, 2008; 
Nolasco, 2009). 
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 According to Fore (2007), "Literature circles are the 
very embodiment of a community of literacy. Readers come 
together to share their thoughts, ideas, and questions about a 
book that they are reading in common" (p. 33). Literature 
circles are an instructional strategy whereby students can 
share the reading experience and its associated applications: 
learning of content, acquisition of language and literacy 
skills, implementing authentic literacy experiences, and 
development of social relationships and interactions (Baron, 
2000; Wellman, 2000). 
 It has been quite evident that a literature circle model 
is capable of engaging learners in their reading process 
through "providing challenge, enjoyment, personalization 
and choice. Empowering pupils to make choices about what 
and how they learn and providing them with ownership of 
the process is highly motivational and its significance 
should not be underestimated" (Allan, Ellis, & Pearson, 
2005, p. 22). Literature circles could be a method to meet 
both student and teacher needs as society demands higher 
literacy skills. (Hillier, 2005). 
Teachers' Perceptions of Literature Circles 
 Teachers' perceptions of students reading motivation 
are impacted by students' achievement level. These percep- 
tions affect teachers' instructional style and strategies 
(McDonald, 2008; Kuzborska, 2011). According to the 
literature circles model, teachers play a role of a facilitator 
who monitor and encourage their students to formulate 
ideas and questions about the reading material in terms of 
their own real experiences. Moreover, through an interactive 
process, students' understandings are scaffolded in relation 
to their own needs (McElvain, 2010). 

Teachers need to adjust their role while working with 
groups in terms of their students' experiences of discussing 
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books (Allan, Ellis & Pearson, 2005). To explain, peer-led 
reading groups require constant training by a very active 
teacher to help students develop varied skills like active 
listening, asking follow-up questions, disagreeing agreeably 
and more. Teachers need to continue to find ways to 
promote discussion, sharing, and asking questions during 
literature circles (Daniels, 2006; Maraccini, 2012). 
 McDonald (2008) explains that teachers are largely 
responsible for knowing their students. This knowledge 
alone will not lead to increased motivation, but increased 
use of motivating practices may, actually result in a more 
motivating environment for students. Relatedly, Judge 
(2011) believes that "teachers who are lucky enough to have 
literate, independent students … only have to offer a secure, 
supportive environment with access to plenty of interesting 
reading materials and let nature take its course" (p. 179). 
 Teachers have a significant role in organizing, 
introducing, and managing literature circles, but once 
students are engaged in the process, the predominant role 
becomes one of guided facilitation. However, teachers need 
to select appropriate texts for students (Kozak, 2008). 
Besides, teachers have to clarify their own purposes for 
using literature circles. In this regard, Allan, Ellis, and 
Pearson (2005) argue that: 

Literature circles can develop children's skills in 
literary analysis; improve their attitudes to reading; 
help children reflect on, and better understand, their 
lives; and allow children a social and emotional 
'space' to define themselves as readers with distinct 
preferences. Each outcome is developed  by a 
different kind of talk. Teachers need to ensure that 
they recognize, promote and support talk that 
achieves their desired outcomes" (p. 23). 
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Independent Roles for Students within Literature 
Circles 
 The main purpose of literature circles is to give 
students more responsibility and choice in the classroom, 
and to inspire a love of reading. As well, literature circles 
hope to make students more aware of literature and to 
increase critical thinking skills (Kozak, 2008, p. 14). Brown 
(2002, as cited in Maraccini, 2012) states that literature 
circles encourage learners to be active listeners and risk 
takers through enhancing their communication skills. 
Moreover, literature circles do provide the opportunity for 
students to pose questions, argue, reflect, negotiate, develop 
intellectual abilities, and construct new meaning while 
working together. 
 Through adopting literature circles in the reading 
classroom, students can positively participate in their 
learning process where they have control over choice of 
literature, discussion and topics. Also, students take 
responsibility for providing answers to the questions raised 
within the group and thoroughly discussing the text to 
generate profound conversation with their group and with 
the whole class as well (Gall, 2010). Through literature 
circles, learners are encouraged to cooperate, reflect, take 
responsibility of their learning and get  insight into the text. 
Also, development of readers' thought, competence, and 
critical thinking can be reached (Mostafa, 2002; Maraccini, 
2012; El-Maleh, 2006). 
 The small groups format within literature circles 
provide students with the opportunity of reading, discussing, 
and working together through basic elements of a literary 
text at their own pace in a non-judgmental, secure 
environment (Gall, 2010). Furthermore, students can pass 
through the experience of reading literature as a way of 
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realizing the world. When the chosen material is connected 
to their life experiences, they get the opportunity to talk 
about personal connections in literature with peers (Lee, 
2002; Fore, 2007; Pierzga, 2007; Lloyd, 2006). 
Implementing Literature Circles: Characteristics and  
Design 
 Adopting Literature circle in the reading classroom 
requires that teachers have to make decisions at each stage 
of implementation. While making management decision, 
teachers should take into consideration their purposes of 
literature circles use, students' past experiences in reading 
and discussion, the learning environment, and the ways 
through which they prepare their students for teaching 
(Allan, Ellis & Pearson, 2005). One basic characteristic of 
literature circles is students free choice of their own reading 
texts. Besides, reading independently for pleasure is a type 
of reading that enrich the literature circles experience and 
largely contribute in its success (Olsen, 2007). 
 Literature circles effectiveness lies in the fact that 
they give students the right to choose what they read and 
discuss. As a result, students experience feelings of owner- 
ship and motivation while they are positively participating 
in discussion of a text (Stabile, 2009; Kozak, 2008). One of 
the main aspects of literature circles is that they provide the 
opportunity for students "to take ownership of their own 
learning. In any aspect of learning, students are invited to be 
more engaged when they can be more personally involved" 
(Riggan, 2011, p. 12). 
 Collaboration is one of the biggest advantages of 
literature circles. Characteristics of literature circles that 
make collaboration so key include the groups holding and 
sharing clear expectations, not only of each other, but of the 
texts, the teacher, discussion, and themselves. Each group 
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member has equal responsibility and accountability to the 
group, and communication and conflict resolution 
mechanisms are necessary for success (Daniels, 2002, cited 
in Gall, 2010). "Teachers should be flexible in the criteria 
used to form and re-form group and take account of pupils' 
recommendations for groupings" (Allan, Ellis & Pearson, 
2005, p. 23). 
 As a learner-centered collaborative reading strategy, 
literature circles bring together the concepts of cooperative 
learning, independent reading and reader response theory 
with a view to promoting students' understanding of reading 
texts, and creating genuine student-led group discussions 
(Soares, 2009; Su, 2009; Morrow, 2005). In addition, 
Sandman and Gruhler (2007, as cited in Stabile, 2009) state 
that there are five basic features of literature circles. These 
features are student choice, mini-lessons, reading schedules, 
note-taking skills and assessment. 
The Problem: 
 The current study is an attempt to examine EFL 
teachers' perceptions of literature circles’ use in authentic 
classroom settings. As a case study, it seeks to describe how 
individual teachers handle the realities of literature circles in 
the context of authentic EFL classrooms.  Specifically, this 
qualitative study aims at exploring EFL teachers' 
perceptions of the literature circles' potential in their 
classrooms, and their students' feelings  toward the literature 
circles experience. Another purpose is to investigate the 
most important aspects EFL teachers consider when 
planning, designing and implementing literature circles in 
their classrooms. Accordingly, this study addresses two 
basic questions:  

1- What are EFL teachers' perceptions of the use of 
literature circles in relation to: 
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a- The potential of literature circles in EFL authentic 
classrooms? 

b- EFL students'  feelings toward the literature circles 
experience? 

2- How do EFL teachers design and implement literature 
circles in their classrooms? 

Significance of the Study: 
Teachers today need to cultivate a love for reading in 

their EFL students to become life-long readers. This goal 
can be attained through providing varied opportunities 
through which students can practice real-world reading. The 
current study introduces an instructional model; literature 
circles, which may have the potential of establishing 
motivation, authenticity, and collaboration in the EFL 
classroom. Importantly, literature circles use can be looked 
upon as a meaningful contribution to the teaching-learning 
process of English as a foreign language in general,  and to 
literacy instruction development in particular. Reflecting on 
her experience of adopting literature circles in her classes, 
Dalie (2001) argues that literature circles guarantee "a safe 
and supportive structure within which our students can 
interact ….Best of all, they inevitably provide our students 
with proof that they will benefit from the respectful sharing 
and receiving of each person's unique talents and insights" 
(p.99).  
Method: 
Participants: 

Participants in this study were six inservice teachers 
who taught English as a foreign language. Five were 
primary school teachers (T2, T3, T4, T5,T6) while one was 
a secondary school teacher (T1). Participant teachers were 
all with a teacher education qualification, majoring in 
English as a foreign language. Teaching experience of these 



Journal of Arabic Studies in Education & Psychology (ASEP) 


  

  
      

Number  43, Part 3, November ,2013  

10 

teachers ranged from one to five years. At the time of 
experimentation, these inservice teachers were enrolled at 
the special diploma program. The current researcher 
participated in teaching some courses in this academic 
program. 

These volunteers: Four male teachers (T1, T2, T3,T6) 
and two female teachers (T4, T5) participated in this 
literature circles experience with the hope of enhancing 
their knowledge of a new, innovative model for teaching 
reading. Most importantly, within the special diploma 
program, these participants studied the literature circles 
model as an integral part of literacy instructional models.     
Data Collection Sources: 
 This qualitative study collected data through two 
basic sources. The first source was a semi-structured 
interview with participant teachers held at the end of the 
study treatment. The second source of data was teachers' 
journal entries which encompassed their thoughts, 
observations, and implications about the whole process of 
implementing literature circles in the classroom. More 
details on the two instruments are provided below. 
The Semi-Structured Interview: 
 After completing the whole experience of implem- 
enting literature circles, all the participant teachers had to 
pass through a semi-structured interview (Appendix A). The 
main purpose of this interview was assessing the teachers' 
perceptions of literature circles implementation in their EFL 
classroom. According to an interview guide, two basic 
open-ended questions were posed. The first question asked 
teachers to evaluate their experience in relation to benefits, 
challenges and problems faced while implementing 
literature circles. The second interview question asked 
participant teachers about their students' feelings toward the 
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literature circles experience. Teachers were guided through 
the interview by providing specific prompts and cues with a 
view to sustaining their talk about their experience. 
The Teaching Journal : 
 For the purpose of determining participant teachers' 
perceptions of literature circles use in the EFL classroom, 
they were asked to keep a journal for citing their notes, 
observations and comments regarding the personal exper- 
ience they passed through. Teachers' journal entries were 
constructed throughout the whole experience starting from 
planning, introducing, implementing and assessing the 
literature circles process. 
 The teaching journal is looked upon as a rich resource 
for generating teaching ideas and reflecting on teachers' 
successes and challenges in the classroom. In this regard, 
Maarof (2007) points out that teaching journals help 
teachers in assessing their teaching and learning and 
contribute in identifying strengths and weaknesses in 
teaching, which in turn, lead to a process of self-correction 
and self-improvement. 
 Participant teachers were instructed, from the very 
beginning, to write their entries as much as they could about 
their teaching experiences regarding the literature circles 
experience. No specific guidelines or directions were 
provided for the teachers to adhere to while writing, their 
entries. Through journal writing, teachers were invited to 
express in a personal and lively way their own thoughts and 
interpretations of their teaching practices as well as their 
learners' reactions toward the literature circles experience. 
The teachers handed in their journals at the end of the 
literature circles experience. 
Research Procedure: 
 Research procedure began by an invitation to a group 
of EFL inservice teachers to voluntarily participate in the 
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literature circles experience. Only six teachers accepted the 
invitation and agreed to participate in the experience. 
Participant teachers were motivated by their desire to 
differentiate their instruction with a view to cultivating an 
attitude of positive participation on the part of their EFL 
students. These volunteers were asked to implement 
literature circles in their authentic classrooms as a learner-
centered instructional model that may enhance their 
students' reading skills. 

In order to prepare these participant teachers for the 
literature circles experience, two orientation sessions were 
devoted for introducing the literature circles model. During 
these sessions, participant teachers were fully informed 
about the literature circles concept and potentiality as an 
innovative instructional model for enhancing students' 
competence of text analysis and discussion, and for 
promoting their reading engagement as well. 

 All required information about the different stages of 
introducing, organizing, and managing literature circles in 
the EFL classroom was fully provided and demonstrated. 
Moreover, participant teachers were guided and instructed 
to read about literature circles in the relevant literature. A 
list of recommended resources, compiled by the current 
researcher, was provided (Dalie, 2001, Allan, Ellis & 
Pearson, 2005, Daniels & Steineke, 2004, Furr, 2004, 
Montoya, 2006). 

From the beginning of the experiment, participant 
teachers were asked to keep a journal for jotting down their 
notes, observations, questions, and thoughts throughout the 
whole process of planning, introducing, managing and 
implementing the literature circles model. Participant 
teachers met as a group with the researcher at a regular basis 
throughout the implementation process which lasted for six 
weeks. Through these meetings, individual teachers were 
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invited to share their observations of learners' responses to 
the new experience, and to address questions or comments 
about the most important aspects and the most problematic 
issues. 
Data Analysis: 

Collected data for the purpose of the current study 
came from two main sources: The semi-structured interview 
and teachers' journal entries. Regarding teachers' interviews, 
data analysis procedures began with transcribing these 
recorded conversations. The transcribed data was then 
analyzed, coded, and classified with a view to identifying 
the main themes in relation to the essential research 
questions. 

In terms of the nature of the collected data and 
previous relevant research, the decision was made to adopt 
the thematic content analysis method while analyzing the 
teachers' journal entries (Graneheim & Lundman, 2004; 
Patton, 1990; Mayring, 2000; Elo & Kyngas, 2008). 
Accordingly, these entries were carefully read through and 
thoroughly examined and organized so as to be coded. An 
acceptable level of coding consistency was attained through 
assessing inter-coder agreement between the two analysts 
(the current researcher and one of her colleagues). 
Categories, then, were generated and the emerging themes 
were identified. 
The Study Results: 
 The results included in this part of research reflect 
participant teachers' responses given to the semi-structured 
interview open-ended questions and their teaching journal 
entries. Analysis of the collected qualitative data in terms of 
research questions, revealed the emergence of three basic 
categories. These were: Benefits of literature circles; 
Learners' feelings toward literature circles experience; 
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organization and implementation of literature circles. A 
detailed account of each of these aspects is given below. 
Literature Circles Benefits: 
 The first question in the interview asked teachers to 
evaluate the literature circles experience they passed 
through. Teachers' responses indicated that while there were 
some drawbacks, and may be problems, of literature circles 
use in authentic classrooms, there were great benefits of 
adopting this instructional model. Training students to fulfill 
their roles within small groups, keeping students focused on 
the task, and devoting enough time for literature circles 
implementation were the most important challenges. 
 As for benefits of literature circles, as perceived by 
participant teachers, two basic ones were quite evident. 
These were: Increased motivation level and learner 
independence. When asked to evaluate the literature circles 
experience, four participant teachers expressed their 
appreciation of the positive effect of literature circles on 
their students' motivation level. Teacher4 stated, "children 
were highly motivated and interested in the story. They 
liked it much and asked for more stories. Also, they were 
actively engaged through interaction with the story 
characters". 

Making reading an enjoyable and useful activity is a 
very important part of the language experience. In this 
regard, teacher 5 mentioned that "it is worth using new 
techniques and forms for teaching reading and motivating 
students. They were so motivated for they liked the idea of 
reading a story only for fun" . Teacher 6, likewise, said, 
"students were so motivated while choosing their reading 
material. I think that motivation is the magic key to involve 
low level and shy students". Moreover, understanding their 
roles and helping each other were two notable behaviours/ 
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indications that might be attributed to motivated students. In 
this respect, teacher1 noted that "all the members were so 
motivated; they fully understood their roles and were 
helpful to each other". 

Another  recognized benefit was literature circles' 
potential capability of cultivating learner independence. 
Students could take the responsibility of their own learning 
while working on the literature circles process.Teacher3 
pointed out that "literature circles encouraged the students 
to be more independent, i.e., they could read and discuss the 
story on their own.I just listened and facilitated the process. 
Along the same lines, T1 observed the notable effect of 
literature circles on students' sense of independence.He 
stated,"students took the responsibility starting from choo- 
sing the reading material till finishing reading and discu- 
ssion". Also, teacher5 talked about how the students liked 
the feeling of being independent. She said, "students also 
liked the feeling of independence, as, for the first time, it 
was their responsibility to choose a book, read it, understand 
the context, and write their notes". 
Learners' Feelings: 

Regarding learners' feelings toward the literature 
circles experience as perceived by their teachers, analysis of 
the collected data showed that learners' feelings notably 
changed at the end of the experience compared to their 
feelings at its beginning. Teacher2 noted, "At the beginning, 
they felt anxious and confused. They asked how to do the 
task on their own. Gradually, they became relaxed and more 
helpful, especially without any fear of grading. They wanted 
to read more and more stories for pleasure". Along the same 
lines, Teacher 1 stated, "when we started literature circles, 
students used to speak in Arabic during the meeting. They 
did not feel confident enough to speak in front of others. 
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However, they liked the experience afterwards and liked 
playing their roles, especially the discussion director who 
liked her role of asking questions".  

Also, Teacher3 observed the students' tendency at the 
beginning of the experience to listen more than they speak. 
Afterwards, a feeling of excitement and confidence 
prevailed. He said, "At first, students tended to listen more 
than they speak and to ask many questions about the story. 
After a short period of time, they felt excited and happy. 
Through literature circles, they could think more deeply 
about the story". 

Talking about students' responses to the literature 
circles, few participant teachers highlighted the positive 
effect of literature circles on students' feelings and beha- 
viour. For example, Teacher4 said, "The literature circles 
experience got them to talk, to express themselves in simple 
words and sentences. Most of the students asked me to have 
a story at every session. Some told me that they would go to 
the library to choose a story to read. Also, peer assessment 
was successful because students felt happy to play the 
teacher's role". Similarly, Teacher5 noted, "Learners liked 
the feeling of being responsible and independent. They 
asked me to repeat the experience again". 
Organization and Implementation of Literature Circles: 

The bulk of teachers' journal entries was related to/ 
devoted to aspects of the design and implementation process 
of literature circles. Each participant individual experience 
with literature circles was highly considered to detect the 
most important aspects of the planning process in terms of 
participant teachers' responses. Analysis of these responses 
showed that there were several main aspects that 
contributed to the process of organizing and implementing 
literature circles in the EFL classroom. These aspects 
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included: Setting up a purpose; Introducing literature 
circles; Student choice; Group formation; Supporting and 
sustaining discussion; Teacher's role. Following is a detailed 
description of each of these aspects. 
Setting up a Purpose:  

Setting up a purpose came as the first main step for 
initiating a literature circles process. All participant teachers 
regarded this step of establishing a purpose as the most 
crucial aspect of the process of planning and organizing 
literature circles. To illustrate, Teacher5 reported, "I have 
observed that students read but they don't comprehend the 
gist of the reading. They only care about memorizing new 
words regardless of the context or other meanings of these 
words. Also, they insist on knowing the meaning of each 
word. So, I found that I have to adopt a strategy that enables 
students to comprehend what they read and to guess or 
predict the meaning  of unfamiliar words. 

Enhancing students' motivation was a main goal that 
Teacher6 sought to attain through adopting literature circles. 
He stated, "I felt that I need this new experience of literature 
circles. My work lacked such model. I think I have to keep 
trying new strategies and forms that contribute positively in 
motivating my students". Learner autonomy was another 
purpose that could be established for implementing 
literature circles. For example, Teacher 1 noted, "I found it 
helpful for me to try a new way for teaching stories. Also, 
literature circles experience was useful and impressive for 
encouraging my students to be autonomous learners. It was 
the first time for my students to take the role of the teacher 
and to manage the meeting on their own". 
Student Choice: 

Student choice is looked upon as one basic component 
of the literature circles planning process. To plan for student 
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choice, the teacher has to take into consideration two main 
aspects. Firstly, considering the way through which students 
will choose the reading material. The second aspect deals 
with the criteria according to which group formation will be 
conducted. All participant teachers (except for Teacher2) 
planned for student choice of the reading material through 
presenting a selection of stories to the groups to choose from. 
Teacher2 wrote, "Reading for pleasure in terms of students' 
choice is very important for children to become good 
language learners. The best way for children to learn how to 
read is not to be told about the importance of reading but to 
enjoy reading itself". 

Commenting on the factors that affected students' 
choice of story books, Teacher6 noted that "the children 
chose stories that were brightly coloured and full of 
pictures". Another participant (teacher5) stated that "the 
children had the opportunity to choose the story that 
interested them most". Besides, some students had a peer 
discussion before deciding which stories they would like to 
read. 
Group Formation : 

Grouping students in terms of interest (self-forming 
groups) or ability (multi-ability groups) is a matter of debate 
in the relevant literature (Riggan, 2011; Maraccini, 2012; 
McElvain; 2010; Allan, Ellis & Pearson, 2005). To explain, 
grouping students by interest is more likely to engage 
members of the group into a reading for pleasure activity 
that largely contribute in creating a book club atmosphere. 
On the other hand, grouping students by ability has the 
potential of having the more extrovert members help the 
introvert ones. 

In terms of teachers' responses, some of them allowed 
the students to choose their groups (Teacher3 & Teacher4) 
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while the others formed multi-ability groups (Teacher2 & 
Teacher6). As for Teacher5, she noted, "At the very beginn- 
ing, I asked the students to form the groups, but I discovered 
that the most extrovert students tended to form one group, 
leaving the shiest students together. So, I decided to form 
the groups so that I could guarantee having students of 
varied levels in each group". 
Introducing Literature Circles 

In terms of the collected data, all participant teachers 
followed a set of common steps to introduce literature 
circles in their classes. However, few teachers (Teacher2 & 
Teacher6) differed in managing the literature circles 
introductory process in a number of ways.To explain, all 
participant teachers presented an overview of literature 
circles that dealt with definition, importance, and basic 
features of the concept. Also, they all conducted a role-
modelling procedure. Every role was modeled through a 
whole-class practice before assigning students to groups. 
Basically, there were five roles represented in each literature 
circles: Discussion director, summarizer, word wizard, 
illustrator, and connector. 

According to participant teachers' responses, the 
discussion director role is the one that requires creating 
open-ended questions and facilitating group discussion. 
While modeling this role, teachers indicated that the 
discussion director's basic role is not to provide the right 
answers of the addressed questions. It is to promote deep 
understanding of the text and to make sure that everyone in 
the group has an opportunity to participate.After completing 
the role modeling procedure, participant teachers moved to 
assigning a definite part of the reading text for the students 
to read. 
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As noted above, there were few differences in 
conducting the literature circles introductory process by 
both Teacher2 and Teacher6. As for Teacher2, he asked 
students to keep a reading journal in which they recorded 
their reactions to the stories they are reading. They could 
write about and discuss the reading text with others with a 
view to constructing meaning. In this regard, he noted, 
"After twenty minutes of reading, I stopped them to write 
few sentences about the story in their reading journals. I told 
them that they can write anything, especially about the main 
character". Regarding Teacher 6, he designed a preparatory 
session in which students practiced some speaking activities 
to improve their conversational skills before approaching 
the literature circles process. He stated,"I got students 
practice some speaking activities to improve their 
conversational skills before working on literature circles". It 
should be noted here that these two modifications adopted 
by Teacher2 and Teacher6 are quite supported and 
recommended in the relevant literature. 
Supporting and Sustaining Discussion: 

One of main responsibilities of participant teachers 
was to support and sustain discussions within the literature 
circles process. They tried to get students share their peers 
and participate in the discussion process. Most of the 
teachers adopted specific strategies for facilitating and 
sustaining meaningful discussion. Also, they emphasized 
the importance of leading the discussion at the first part of 
the session and guiding students to attain authentic 
discussion. To illustrate, Teacher4 stated, "I asked Wh-
questions to create interaction within groups. For example, I 
asked them about their opinions of the story; if it is exciting 
or not. As a result, they started discussions and asked their 
own questions". Similarly, Teacher2 pointed out, "Students 
were instructed to take turns in their groups to talk about the 
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story and what they did. They began discussions, shared 
ideas, practiced critical thinking, gave their reflections on 
the story and played their roles. Literature circles stimulated 
them to ask more questions and be involved gradually in the 
task". 

  Another strategy for sustaining and facilitating 
discussions within literature circles was connecting the 
reading text to the real world. Through adopting this 
strategy, a type of world to text talk was generated. This 
type of talk usually relate children's real-life experiences 
outside of the text and involve them in considering issues or 
characters in the reading text in comparison with people or 
events in the real world. Accordingly, students become 
more involved with the text and its characters and events. In 
this regard, Teacher2 noted, "Literature circles helped 
students become more proficient in responding to the text in 
different ways and in seeking meaning and answers through 
real-life experiences. Literature circles, also, contribute to 
richer understanding of the text and of themselves as 
readers". Also, Teacher 4 tried to help students connect 
what they read with their lives' experiences. He said, "I 
asked the students an important question: what did you learn 
from the story?. They wrote their answers in their role 
sheets and discussed it in their groups. Through these 
discussions, they tried to discover connections between 
what they read and their personal real experiences. 

Participant teachers held positive attitudes toward 
using literature circles roles. These roles were necessary for 
organizing work and sustaining successful discussions 
within literature circles. Teacher1 reported, "The director 
started to break the ice by telling students that they have to 
listen carefully and follow her instructions because she is 
the boss. They all laughed. She asked them about their 
feelings toward the story. Then, she asked the summarizer 
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to give the main points, the illustrator to show her picture 
and the connector to tell her story". It may be notable that 
an atmosphere of interest and playfulness prevailed through 
these discussions. Few teachers emphasized the importance 
of allowing students to prepare their roles at home before 
starting discussions in their groups. For example, Teacher 5 
stated, "As students could not finish their work in time, I 
guided them to prepare their roles at home and devote class 
time to discussions. They were more organized and 
gradually stopped asking for help. Members of the same 
role exchanged their notes to evaluate their work and 
develop their text analysis skills". 
Teachers' Role within Literature Circles: 

Participant teachers played varied roles within litera- 
ture circles implementation. The first basic role was that of a 
facilitator.To illustrate, Teacher5 noted,"Literature circles 
gave me an opportunity to deal with my students ina different 
manner.Here, they were responsible for their own learning 
and I was for them a facilitator rather than the instructor that 
have the answers for all the questions".Another role for the 
teacher was to support and encourage students for success- 
fully fulfilling their group work.Teacher4 said,"While talking 
and discussing, I walked around listening to them, giving 
support when needed, and encouraging them to ask more 
questions".Likewise, Teacher2 noted, "At the beginning of 
the experience, they asked for support especially for "word 
wizard" role to identify word meaning. So, I guided them to 
reflect on the pictures which may indicate the meaning. 
Sometimes, I directed them to ask an elder brother or a 
parent".  

Teacher1 played a role of an observer through which 
he could provide help when necessary.He reported, "Through 
the experience, I was near them, observing their behavior and 
attitude. I was ready to help them but they did not ask for 
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help". Similarly, Teacher 6 talked about his role as an 
observer. He noted, "I began observing my students as they 
were engaged in full class discussion. I kept anecdotal 
observations that helped me draw conclusions about who 
they were as readers and group members". 
Discussion: 

This study investigated EFL teachers' perceptions of 
literature circles use in real classroom setting as well as the 
main aspects they take into consideration while designing 
and implementing literature circles. The study findings 
revealed that the use of literature circles in the EFL 
classroom has yielded some notable benefits. Specifically, 
two main benefits were cited. Firstly, literature circles use 
positively contributed in enhancing students' motivation. 
Besides, it was evident that implementing literature circles 
has remarkably  enhanced students' sense of independence. 

Increased motivation was a natural outcome of giving 
students the freedom to make choices in relation to what 
they like to read, the members they would want to work 
with, and the roles they might wish to play. In this regard, 
Riggan (2011) pointed out that students' increased 
motivation comes as a result of being given a choice. 
Moreover, literature circles provide an opportunity for 
students to read what they would like to read. Along the 
same lines, when teachers support students' ownership 
through providing many choices, the students are more 
likely to positively respond with more motivation for 
reading (McRae & Guthrie, 2009; Broz, 2003). 

Regarding students' feelings toward the literature 
circles experience, findings showed that these feelings have 
gradually changed throughout the different stages of the 
process. To explain, when the literature circles experience 
started, some students, especially the shy ones, felt anxious 
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and confused to a great extent. They seemed unable to 
participate in  a discussion about the reading text. However, 
when they got familiar with the process, they began to feel 
more comfortable while undertaking varied tasks and roles. 
Moreover, they gained more confidence to interact with 
peers and to share their thoughts and ideas about the text. In 
this respect, Stabile (2009) pointed out that "the small 
setting literature circles provide allow students to feel 
comfortable and confident sharing their thoughts and ideas 
regarding literature" (p. 56). Moreover, Casey (2008, cited 
in Gall, 2010) claims that literature circles do have the 
potential of bringing individual reading for pleasure back 
into the language classroom and into individual lives. 

The second research question dealt with the aspects 
EFL teachers considered while designing and implementing 
literature circles in their classrooms. Results indicated that 
setting up a purpose, student choice, group formation, forms 
of introducing literature circles, supporting and sustaining 
discussion, and teacher's roles within literature circles were 
the aspects that EFL teachers counted as the most crucial 
elements of the literature circles process. This finding seems 
to be quite related to a considerable body of previous 
research that mainly dealt with the basic aspects of literature 
circles design and implementation process (Dalie, 2001; 
Lee, 2002; Daniles & Steineke, 2004; Furr, 2004; Allan, 
Ellis & Pearson, 2005; Gall, 2010; Riggan, 2011; 
Maraccini, 2012).   

As a result of working in small groups, students felt 
that they could connect deeply with the text as well as work 
together and help one  another. Also, they liked the feeling 
of being responsible for their own learning while 
successfully playing their literature circles reading roles. 
Besides, they were excited to ask questions and to assess 
each other's comprehension of the text. As illustrated by 
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Dalie (2001), "When we provide (students) with support 
and encouragement, and trust in their ability to rise to our 
expectations, we can step back and watch true learning in 
action" (p. 99).   

In terms of participant teachers' responses, the 
literature circles experience has positively affected students' 
motivation to read. This positive effect may be interpreted 
in terms of some specific factors. One basic factor may be 
the principle of learner independence that is naturally 
adhered to while adopting literature circles in authentic 
classrooms. Students liked to be treated as mature persons 
who can lead discussions, ask questions, and take personal 
ownership. Also, literature circles succeeded in providing an 
authentic reading experience and building reading 
confidence (Byrd, 2004). Moreover, students viewed 
reading as  a pleasurable experience where they had the 
freedom to make choices in relation to the reading text, the 
group they work in, and the role they would like to play. 
Conclusion: 

This study was mainly concerned with examining 
EFL teachers perceptions of literature circles use in their 
authentic classrooms. Findings of the study gave insight into 
howEFL teachers perceived the literature circles experience. 
These perceptions of participant teachers can enlighten and 
support EFL teachers and teacher educators through 
literature circles use in authentic classrooms and emphasize 
the importance of establishing student choice and collabora- 
tion opportunities within reading instruction practices. 
Moreover, through literature circles use, there is an 
opportunity to listen to students' voices and to direct 
teaching performance toward "the creation of more 
supportive environments where the students express freely, 
take critical positions and become thinkers of life, not only 
for the English class" (Lopez- Medina, 2007, p. 260). 
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Significantly, literature circles have the potential of 
enabling readers to realize that real reading is to make 
connections with the text and with the real world as well. 
Therefore, teachers have to continue to search for ways with 
a view to enhancing discussion, sharing, and posing 
questions through literature circles. In addition, teachers 
should specify the  practices that particularly contribute in 
involving students in reading and empowering them with 
cognitive strategies (Stabile, 2009; Maraccini, 2012; 
Chilcoat, 2003). 

Teacher identity is a crucial issue that may be 
discussed in terms of the study findings. According to 
Castaneda (2011), teacher identity refers to how teachers 
define themselves in relation to their professional tasks and 
regarding educational and teaching relationships. The notion 
of identity is so obvious in participant teachers' responses 
and behaviour. It seems that these participant teachers have 
developed a sense of professional identity; a way to see 
themselves as teachers. In this respect, Maarof (2007) 
rightly believes that "in telling their stories, the teachers are 
taking a step towards discovering themselves and of the 
potential of their teaching and learning" (p. 215). 

Nevertheless, these results should be cautiously 
approached due to some specific limitations. Specifically, 
this study adopted the case study format through which 
description and analysis of the collected qualitative data 
were conducted. Accordingly, it is difficult to generalize the 
study findings. Another limitation is related to teachers' 
journal entries. While analyzing these entries, assessing 
reflection was not a main concern of the study. In particular, 
keeping a teaching journal aimed at providing a  context 
through which teachers can function their educational 
experiences to construct an understanding of their teaching 
(Shin, 2006). 



Journal of Arabic Studies in Education & Psychology (ASEP) 


  

  
      

Number  43, Part 3, November ,2013  

27 

Significantly, further studies into literature circles 
area may lead to establishing best practices that promote 
students' engagement in the reading process. Meanwhile, 
there is a need to examine the effect of adopting literature 
circles on developing varied skills and strategies that are 
more likely to be attributed to good readers. It is also 
helpful to consider/ investigate specific roles that highly 
engaged students may take to facilitate their peers' 
participation and understanding within literature circles. 
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