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Lettre du général Bonaparte au chérif de la Mecque Gha-
lib ibn Moussaid en date du Caire le 25 aoiit 1798

(13 rébiul-éwel 1213)

Dieu est clément et miséricordieux.

Je vous ai fait savoir mon arrivée au Caire. a la téte de

I'armée frangaise.

Vous verrez par les lettres que vous écrivent le divan et les
principaux négociants du Caire que jai nommé émir Hadji-
Moustapha-béy. kiaya de Seyd-Aboubekre; pacha, gouverneur
d'Egypte. 1 escortera la Caravane avec des forces qui la met-
tront a l'abri des Arabes.

Faites connaitre a tous les négociants et fidéles que les
Musalmans n'ont pas de meilleurs amis que nous. De néme
que tous chérifs et que tous ceux qui employent leur temps et
leur moyens a l'instruire. les peuples et a propager les mximes
du saint livre n'ont pas de plus z€l€s protecteurs.

Assurez tous les négociants que non-seulement le com-
merce n'a rien a craindre, mais qu'il sera spécialement protégé.

Je veillerai toujours aux intérétsde la Sacrée Ciba dont je
me fais gloire d'étre le protecteur; je vous prie de croire aux
sentiments s'estime et 4 la considération que j'ai pour vous.
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Lettre du général Bonaparte a I'imam de Mascate, du
quartier général du Caire

le 25 janvier 1799 (28 chiban 1213)

Je vous €écris cette lettre pour vous faire connaitre ce que
vous avez déja appris sans doute, tarrivée de I'armeée fransaise

en Egypte.

Comme vous avec été de tout temps notre ami, vous devez
étre ¢onvaincu du désir que jai de proréger tous les habitants
de votre nation et que vous les engagiez a venir a nous. ou ils
trouvernot protection pour leur Commerce.

Je vous prie aussi de faire parvenir cette lettre a Tippo-
Sahib par la premiére occasion qui se trouvera pour les Indes.
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Lettre du général Bonaparte au cherif de la Mecque. en
date du quartier-général du Caire, le 30 juin 1799

(26 Moharrem 1214)

Au nom de Dieu clément et miséricordieux!
11 n'y a pas d'autre Dieu que Dieu. et Mohamet est son
profete!

T'ai recu votre lettre et j'en ai compris le contenu. J'ai donné
les ordres pour que tout ce que peut presuader de lestime et de
I'amitié que j'ai pour vous soit fait.

J'espére que. !a saison prochaine, vous ferez partir une
grande quantité de batiments chargés de café et de marchand-
ises des Indes. IIs seront toujours protégés.

je vous remercie de ce que vous avez fait passer mes lettres
aux Indes et i T'lle de France. Faitesy passer celle-ci et enov-
yez-moi la réponse.

Croyez a l'estime que j'ai p'our vous et au cas que je fais de
votre amitié.
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The Husayn-McMahon Correspondence
From Sharif Husayn To sir Henry Mackmahon
14 July 1915

- Whereas the whole of the Arab nation without any excep-
tion have decided in these last years to live, and to accomplish
their freedon, and grasp the reins of their administration both
in theory and practice; and whereas they have found and felt
that it is to the interest of the Government of Great Britain to
support them and aid them of the attainment of their firm and
lawful intentions (which are based upon the maintenance of
the honour and dignity of their life) without.ahy ultetior mo-
tives whatsoever unconnected with this object:

And whereas it is to their (the Arabs) interest also to prefer
the assistance of the Government of Great Britian in consider-
ation of their geographical position and economic inerests.
and also of the above-mentioned Government, which is
known to both nation and therefore need not be emphasized.

For these reasons the Arab nation see fit to limit them-
selves, as time is short. to asking the Government of Great
Britian, if it should think fit. for the approval, through her
deputy or representative, of the following fundamental propo-
sitions, leaving out all things considered secondary in compar-
ison with these, so that it may prepare all means necessary for
attaining this noble purpose, until such time as it finds occa-
sion for fnaking the actual negotiaions.
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Firstly: England to acknowledge the indepdence of the
Arab countries, bounded on the north by Mersina and Adana
up to the 37" of latitude. on which degree fall Birjik. Urfa.
Mardin, Midiat. Jezirat (Ibn' Umar). Amadia up to the border
of Persia; on the east by the borders ot Persia up to the Gulf of
Basra; on the south by the Indian Ocean. with the exception of
the position of Aden to remain as it is; on the west by the Red
Sea. the Mediterranean Sea up to Mersina. England to approve
of the proclamation of an Arab Khalifate of Islam.

Secondly: The Arab Government of the Sheirf to acknowl-
edge that England shall have the preference in alll economic
enterprises in the Arab countries whenever conditions of en-

terprises are otherwise equal.

Thirdly: For the security of this Arab independence and
the certainty of such preference of economic enterpsises. both
high contracting parties to offer mutual assistance, to the best
ablity of their military and naval forces, to face any foreign
Power which may attack either party. Peace not to be. decided
without agreement of both parties. '

Fourthly: If one of the parties enters upon an aggressive
conflict, the other party to assume a neutral attitude, and in
case of such party wishing the other to join forces, both to
meet and discuss the conditions.

Fifthly: England to acknowledge the abolition of foreign
privileges in the Arab countries, and to assist the Government

Vot



of the Sherif in an International Convention for confirming

such abolition.

Sixthly: Articles 3 and 4 of this treaty to remain in vigour
for fifteen years, and if either wishes it to be renewed. one
year's notice before lapse of treaty to be given.

Consequently, and as the whole of the Arab nation have
(praise be to God) agreed and united for the attainment. at all
costs and finaly, of this noble object,they beg the Government
of Great Britian to answer them positively in a period of thirty
days after receiving this intimation; and if this period should
lapse before they receive an answer, they reserve to themesl-
ves. complete freedom of action. Moreover, we (the Sherif's
family) will consider ourselves free in word and deed from the
bonds of our previous declaration which we made through Ali

Effendi.
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(Which as time dresses, have nto been made to include matters of relatively
smaller importance. since such matters can wait until the time comes lor
their consideration) '

caaibing ol et e W2 ol A gl (SHAEW et oy ()
1. Great Britian recognises the independence of the Arab countries which
are bounded: on the north, by the line Mersin-Adana to parallel 37N and
thense along the ling Birejik-Uraf Midait-Jajirat (ibnUmer)-Amadia (o the
Persian frontier. on the easl. by the Persian frontier down to the Persian pulf.
on the south,by the Indian Ocean (with the exclusin of Aden whose status
will remain as a1 present); on the west, hy the Red Sea and the Mediterrane-
an Sea back o Mersin),
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From Sir Henry MacMahon, To Sharif Husayn

24 October 1915

I have received your letter of the 29th Shawal. 1333 wiath
much pleasure and your expressions of friendiness and sincer
ity have given me the greatest satisfaction,

I regret that you should have received trom my last let «
the impression that [ regarded the question of the limite .
boundaries with coldness and hesitation: such was not ti
case, but it appeared to me that the time had not yet cor
when that question could be discussed 1 a concjusive. mo

ner,

I have realised, however, from your last letter that vou .
gard this quesion as one of vital and urgent nmportanc:
have, therefore, lost no time in informing the Governmen:
Great Britain of the contents of your letter and it is with ¢
pleasure that I communicate to you on their behalf the toll:-
ing statement, which I am confident you will receive wut
isfaction.

The two districts of Mersina and Alexandretta and portis
of Syria lying to the west of the districts of Damascus. Ho
Hama, and Aleppo cannot be said to be purely Arab
should be excluded from the limits demanded.

With the above modification. and without prejudie of
existing treaties with Arab chiefs we accept those limits

AT-1



As for those regions lying within those frontiers wherein
Great Britain is free to act without detriment to the interests of
her ally, France, | am empowered in the name of the Govern-
ment of .Great Britian to give the following assurances and
make the following reply to your letter: ‘

(1) Subject to the above modifications, Great Britian is pre-
pared o recognize and support the independence of the
Arab in all the regions within the limits demanded by the
Sherif of Mecca.

Great Britain will guarantee the Holy Places against all ex-
ternal aggression and will recognise their inviolability.

—

21 When the situatin admits, Great Britain will give to the Ar-
abs her advice and will assist them to establish what may
appear to be the most suitable forms of government in

those various territories.

—

On the other hand, it is undersstood that the Arabs have
decided to seek the advice and guidance of Great Britain
only. and that such European advisers and officials as may
w required for the formation of a sound form of adminis-

natinn will be British.

With regard to the vilayets of Bagdad and Basra, the Arabs
will reconginse that the established position and interests
of Great Britain necessitate special administrative arrange-
ments in order to secure these territories from foreign ag-
gression. to promote the welfare of the local populations
and to safeguard our mutual economic interests.

A\



I am convinced that this declaration wifl assure veu bevond
all possibl.e doubt ot the sympathy of Great Britamn wowards
the 'asﬁll'atl_oﬁs of her triends the Arabs and widl 1esult m a
firm: and lasting alliance the unmediate results of w hich will
be the expulsion of the Turks from the  Arab countries and the
frecing of the Arab peoples from the Turkésh yoke which tor

* 50 many years has pressed heavily upon themn

I have confined myselt 'n this letter to the more vl and
important questions. and it there are any other matiers dealt
with 1n your letters which 1 have omutted 1o menuon e

discuss them at some convenient date in the tuture

[t was with very great rehet and satistaction that | heaid
the safe arrival ot the Holv € arpet and the acconipans ||1.:.'- al
fergs which thanks to the clearness ot vow dies hons and
the exellence ot vow arrangements were landed witlou woy
ble o1 mishap mn sptte ot the dangers and -ditticalne v
stoned by the present ~ad waul Ma\_ {rod soon bring « isting
peace and treedom 10 all peoples’

[ am sending this letter by the hand of vour trusted and o
cellent messenger Sheikh Mohammed [bn At b € cutan
and he witll mform vou of the vanous matters ot mtetc s b

of less vital importance which 1 have nor mentioned i this

lette:
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From Sarif Husyn To Sir Henry Mac. Mahon
1 January 1916

We received from the bearer your letter, dated the 9th Safar
(the 14th December, 1915), with great respect and honour.
and [ have understood its content, which caused me the great-
est pleasure and satisfaction, as it removed that which had
made me uneasy.

Your honour will have realised, after the arrival of Mo-
hammed (Faroki) Sherif and his interview with you. that all
our procedure up to the present was of no presonal inclination
or the like, which would have been wholly unintelligible, but
that everything was the result of the decistons and desires of
our peoples, and that we are but transmitters and executants of
such decisions and desires in the position they (our people)
have pressed upon us.

These truths are, in my opinion, very important and deserve
your honour's special zttention and consideration.

With regard to what had been stated in your honoured com-
munication concerning EI Iraq as to the matter of compensa-
tion for the period of occupation. we, in order to strengthen
the confidence of Great Britain in our attitude and in our
words and actions, really and veritably, and in order to give
her evidence of our certainty and assurance in trusting her glo-
rous Government, leave the determination of the amount to
the perception of her wisdom and justice.

e



As regards the northern parts andtheir coasts. we have al-
ready stated in our previous letter what were. the utmost pos-
sible modifications. and ail this was only done so to fulfil
those aspirations whose attainment is desired by the will of
the Blessed and Supreme God. It is this same feeling and de-
sire which impelled us to avoid what may possibly injure the
alliance of Great Britain and France and the agreement made
between them during the present wars and calmities: yet we
find it our duty that the eminent minister should be sure that.
at the first opportunity after this war is finished. we shall ask
you twhat we avert our eyes form today) for what we now

leave to france in Beirut and its coasts.

[ do not find it necessary to draw your attention to the fact
that our plan is of greater security to the interests and protec-
tion of the rights of Great Britain than it is to us. and will ne-
cessarily be so whaterver may happen. so that Great Britain
may finally see her friends in that contentment and advance-
ment which she is endeavouring to establish for them now.
especially as her Allies being neighbours to us will be the
germ of difficutlies and discussion with which there will be no
peaceful conditions. In addition to which the citizens of Beirut
will decidedly never accept such dismemberment, and they
oblige us to undertake new measures which may exercise
Great Britian. certainly not less than her present troubles. be-
cause of our belief and certainly in the recuprocity and indeed
the identity of our interests. which is the only cause that ca-

it



sued us never to care to negotiate with any other power but
you. Consequently, it is impossible to allow any derogation
that gives France, or any other Power, a span of land in those
regions,

I declare this,and 1 have a strong belief, which the living
will inherit from the dead, in the declarations which you gave
in the concluston of your honoured letter. Therefore, the hon-
ourabble and eminent Minister should believe and be sure, to-
gether with Great Britain, that we still remian firm to our reso:
lution which Storrs learnt from us two years ago, for which
we await the opportunity suitable to our situation, especially
in view of that action the time of which has now come near
and which destiny drives towards us with great haste and
cleamness, so that we and those who are of our opinion may
have reasons for such action against any criticisms or respon-
sibilities imposed upon us in future.

Your expression "we do not want to push you to any hasty
action which might jeopardise the success of your aim "does
not need any more explanation except what we may ask for,
when necessary, such as arms, ammunitin, & c.

I deem this sufficient, as I have occupied much of your
Honour's time. I beg to offer you my great veneration and re-

spect.
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From Sir Henry McMahon, 25 January 1916

Wh have received with great pleasure and satisfaction your
letter of the 25th Safar (the 1st January) at the hands of your
trusty messenger, who has also transmitted to.us your verbal

messages.

We fully realise and entirely appreciate the motives which
guide your in this important question, and we know well that
you are acting entirely in the interests of the Arab peoples and
with no thought beyond their welfare.

We take note of your remarks concerning the villayet of
Bagdad. and will take the question into careful consideration
when the enemy has been defeated and the time for peaceful
settlement arrives.

As regards the northern parts. we note with satisfaction
your desire to avoid anything which might possibly injure the
alliance of Great Britain and France. It is. as you know, our
fixed determination that nothing shall be permitted to interfere
in the slightest degree with our united prosecution of this war
to a victorious conclusion. Moreover, when the victory has
been won, the friendship of Great Britain and France will he-
come yet more firm and enduring. cemented by the blood of
Englishmen and Franchmen who have died side by side fight-
ing for the cause of right and liberty.

In this great cause Arabin is now associated. and God grant

A}



that the result of vur mutual efforts and co-operaon will bind
us in a lasting freindship to the mutal welfare and happiness

of us all.

We are greatly pleased to hear of the action you are taking
to win all the Arabs vver to our joint cause. and to dissuade
them from giving any assistance 1o our enemies. and we leave
it to your discretion 10 seize the most favourable moment tor

further and more decided measures.

You will doubtless inform us by the bearer of this letter ol
any manner in which we can assist you and your requests will

always receive our immediate consideration.

You will have heard how El Sayed Ahmed el Sherif ¢l Se-
nussi has been beguided by evil advice into hostile action, and
it will be a great grief to you to know that he has been so far
forgetful of the interests of the Arabs as to throw in his lot
w .th our enemies. Misfortune has now overtaken him. and we
trust that this will show him his error and lead him 1o peace

for the sake of his poor misguided followers.

We are sending this letter by the hand of your good mes-

senger. who will also bring to you all our news.

ARAl
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