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The life of the child in ancient Egypt: 

 

The family in Egypt took a great interest in its children and the mother always 

cared for her offspring. One of the texts that date back to the new kingdom (about 
1250 B.C) said "his mother gave him his name." this means that in ancient Egypt, the 

mother was responsible for naming her child. Mothers used suspenders or straps in 
order to carry the child. As for the beautiful Nubian mothers they carried their 

children in baskets.  
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The child in ancient 

Egyptian sculpture: 

 

Throughout the years, 
archeologists discovered statues of 

children that stand politely and 
respectfully next to their parents. 

The child always appeared with 
long hair braided at the side 

sometimes a small amulet in the 
shape of a fish was attached to 

decorate the braid. Archeologists 
also discovered linen shirts that 
resemble those our children wear 
nowadays. Some of the shirts have 
creases that show that they have 
been used in real life. 
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Education: 

 

The ancient Egyptian child took part in housework and in planning the field. 

At the age of four, he had to start to get an education. The mother was in charge of 
paying the salaries of the teachers in the form of bread and delicious food. Teachers 

always advised the children to ccarry the board on which they wrote the lesson. One 
time king Tutankhamon's teacher gave him indirect advise by asking: "Aren't you 

carrying a board?" 

These boards were made of the wood or bones of animals. Sometimes they 

were made of stone that was available in the mountains and the quarries. Papyrus was 
not used often because it was expensive. 
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Toys for children: 

 

The child in ancient Egypt played with the same toys that the Egyptian child 
plays with today. Dolls that were made of wood and had artificial hair that can be 
replaced were discovered. Some of these dolls have arms that the child could move 
and the hair is made of thread or cloth. Archeologists also discovered balls made of 
cloth and leather. Some were stuffed with straw. These balls were used for both 
handball and football. 

There were also stuffed toys in the shape of animals like a cat, horse, 
crocodile, or a donkey. 

The children in ancient Egypt also played with a top that they could spin on its 
tip. 

One of the best toys that have survived is a small toy animal that looks like a 

lion made of wood. There is a rope attached to its lower and upper jaws and then 
around the neck to allow the child to pull it. The lion would open and close its mouth 
as it moved. We can easily imagine that the ancient Egyptian child used to produce a 
roaring sound to imitate the lion while he played with this beautiful toy. 
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Cleanliness and public health: 

 

The mother in ancient Egypt devoted much attention to the cleanliness of her 

child. Because water was plentiful in our beloved country Egypt, the mother cleaned 
her boys and girls, dried and dressed them in clothes that would protect them from the 

sun. they discovered that sleeves protect the arms. 

In the Metropolitan museum in New York there is a statue belonging to the 

twelfth dynasty (that in 2000 B.C) of an Egyptian mother breast feeding her child. At 
that time, mothers nursed their children for three years. They did this with pleasure 

and out of concern for the health of their child. It never bothered them to clean their 
babies and in the tomb of Tutankamon diapers made of cloth that resemble the 

modern ones were discovered. 
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Ancient Egyptian cotton diapers  
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Tutankhamon  

  

Ancient Egyptian kings who were children: 

Tutankhamon 

In court, at a very young age, the prince was constantly being prepared to be 
the king on the throne of Egypt. In time, the prince had to be crowned king at a very 
young age if his father the king died. The best example of such a king is the intelligent 
child Tutankhamon. In many countries he is called the golden king because many of 
his statues and his belongings that were found in his tomb are made of pure Nubian 
gold. His tomb was discovered in 1922 in the West Bank in Luxor. It is interesting 

that the one who discovered it was a child who was in charge of carrying water to the 
workers who were excavating in the area. As he was cleaning the floor to put the 
water container, this intelligent youg child realized that this smooth rock was unusual 

and important. This rock was the first step that led to the entrance of the most famous 
ancient tomb in the world. It is known that Tutankhamon became king of Egypt at the 
age of eight.  
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Raising and educating children 

 

Extracts from the teachings of Dowawf to his son Pepi: 

Many versions of different teachings were discovered on papyrus, wooden 
boards, pieces of ceramic, and limestone with a smooth surface. Some of these 

teachings are by "Kheti the son of Dowawf" to this son Pepi. One piece of advice the 
father gives his son is to concentrate while reading useful books that broaden the 

horizon of the human being. Kheti tells his son: "you have to devote yhour heart to 
reading bokks. Nothing is superior to books." He also teaches him to be well behaved 

especially when be is with those who are older than him. 

He tells him: "if you enter a house and find the father busy talking to someone 

who came before you, you must sit with your hand on your mouth (meaning you have 
to be silent). You must not ask any questions, you must not be vague and you must 
not use an impolite words." 

"Be satisfied with what you eat. If three loaves of bread and two glaces of 
water are enough for you but your stomach is not satisfied, fight it." This is a good 
piece of advice and not following it is harmful. 

The father continues to guide his son with respect to choosing friends. He said: 
"choose for yourself a friend who is a man of your age." 

In his useful teachings, this wise man stresses the importance of the father and 
the mother by saying: "the human being ought to thank his father and mother who 
have given him life." 

He concludes his teachings by pointing out that if his son follows these 
teachings he will be on the right track. Kheti said, "now reflect on my advice and let 
me tell you that what I taught you and your child has ended in peace."  
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(2) Pepi II 

He was the youngest king in ancient Egypt. He rose to the throne of Upper and 
Middle Egypt at the age of six. He ruled for 94 years and is, therefore, the Egyptian 
king who sat on the throne for the longest period in ancient Egypt. Each king had two 
names: the name his parents gave him and the name he gave himself when he sat on 
the throne of Egypt. The second name for Pepi was "nefer-Ka-Ra". This is how the 
two names of the king were written 
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