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The ﬁrqf !ﬁemgf)-phic mx:f _ JE W last carved Hieroglyphic text

‘When were the Huroglyphies nsnd" ¢ A

. Using the Hieroglyphics started around 3200 B.C. during ;hre Gerzian period

. and lasted until the fourth century A.D. The last existing text in Hieroglyphics

which was carved on a wall dates back to 24th August 394 A.D. This text is still
intact on the gate of Emperor Hadrian in the Phila¢ temple in Aswan.
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Hieroglyphic text gyléy ua oo

The mystery of ancient Egyptian writing:
For hundreds of years, the ancient Egyptian script had been a mystery that
nobody could unravel or understand, Hieroglvphics, Demotic and Hieralic were

VoY S = et

a group of shapes, animals, plants and symbols which were invented by the
ancient Egyptian with skill. Until 1822, these designs were incomprehensible.
They were just sacred anciemt Egyptian symbols of a secretive and religious
nature. With the great effort of historians and philologists (a language expert),
we are now aware of the meanings of these forms. This understanding allowed
historians to write the history of the ancient Egyptian.
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The Rosetta Stone 235,y Champaollion

I'he Rosetta Stone:

In the middle of July 1799, while restoring the Qaitbay Citadel north of the
city of Rasheed (Rosetta) for military purposes, a French solider discovered a
grey granite stone with pink streaks, This stone became known as The Rosetta
Stone. Jean Frangois Champollion, the French philologist, worked on a copy
of this stone from 1808 for almost 14 years. He laboured in studying the three
scripts (Hieroglyphics at the top, the Demotic script in the middle and the Greek
at the bottom) without ever seeing the stone itself. He succeeded in deciphering
the Hieroglyphics in 1822,
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The Rosetta Stone
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Features of the Rosetta Stone;

Q It is made of granite, and is 118 cm high, 77 em wide, 30 em thick.

0 It weighs about 762 kilograms.

@ It has a missing part, which must have beendestroyed in the past. Egyptologists
believe that it was 50 cm in length.

a The political and religious decree which was carved on the stone dates back
to the 9th year of the rule of Ptolemy the fifth Epiphanes.

O The Greek text reveals that the inscription is a royal decree issued on 27th
March, 196 B.C.

0 The text was divided into three scripts. The upper text was in Hieroglyphics,
the middle was in Demotic and the lower text was in ancient Greek.

d The content of the three texts is the same but the scripts are different,

O Because Greek was a known script, it was used to compare the letters and
words in the texts. This helped in deciphering the Hieroglyphics.
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The demotic section of the Rasetia Stone

Champollion and the Surprise of the Rosetta Stone:

When Champollion (1790 - 1832 A_D. ) succeeded indeciphering the mysterious
anciemt Egyvptian script, the whole world was surprised with this achievement. But
there was another alarming surprise: there is a sentence that proved the existence
of more than one Rosetta Stone. The Demotic (the common Script) sentence said:

“ They shall write the decree on a stela of hard stone in the script of the words
of the deity (Hieroglyphics), the seript of documents (Demotic) and the script of
the lonians (Greek) and set it up in the first rank temples, the second-rank temples
and the third temples in the vicinity of the divine image of the divine king who
lives forever, ™
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Colour the face and the vuliure

I'he types of Hieroglyphic symbols:

The phonogrammes indicate that the value of the character is in its
pronounciation not the drawing itself. The letter « A», for instance, was the vulture
__gh‘.a but the drawing here does not mean valture. There are also the ideogrammes
which were essentially depictions that tell directly the meaning of the words, such
as a drawing of a face @ meaning «face» and the same in the case of the hand
and eye.

A third type is the determinations. These were pictures which were placed at
the end of a word 1o explain its meaning, especially when one word would have
more than one meaning. :
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In Hieroglyphics there are symbols that require
the pronunciation of twe sounds, for example,

1 - «ax> this design is the shape of an eye and it is pronounced * Ir ™ .

2- =4 this is a drawing of a game board with different parts, pronounced
NN

3. 2% this is a recumbent lion which is pronounced “ Ru ™ .

4- ﬁ this is a drawing ol the Osiris pillar and it is pronounced * Djed ™

5 - this is a drawing of a loaf of bread and it is pronounced “ Di ™

meaning ** offer or give ™.

In Hieroglyphics there are symbols with three sounds

like:

- ?‘ this is a knot and is pronounced ** ankh ™ meaning * life ™.

2- LI) this is a heart and two lungs and is pronounced ™ Nefer ™ meaning

“beauty”.

™
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The origin of the word «Hieroglyphic»:

The ancient Grecks called the Ancient Egyptian writing «ta hiera grammatas
or «ta hieroglyphica» which means athe sacred carved letters». This is the origin
of the word Hieroglyphics that we use now.

Hieroglyphics are read against the direction in which the symbols are [mintir'u_

ETH | lh O e Py crncae Bey g Ii als ths | E fur F 4 -.rA [l 111111111
Tl l“""" HEHH e S 1.-{..444 snt LEE ke "E"‘ 1 WOTGS, o nd andien

|-.y.}'ptulrt.\ did not organize their.alphabet as the Arabs or the English do, i.e the
letter A before B and so on.

Before the invention of writing, the ancient Egyptian drew on the walls of
caves and on the bones of animals like the famous Nubian seenes (illustrated
above).

T4
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I'he Hieratic language:

Because the Hieroglyphics with accurate drawings
were not suitable for gquick writing, the ancient
Egyptians had to invent a more practical, faster
and understandable way of writing. Therefore, the
“Hieratic” language was invented. It started being
used since the early dynastic era {about 3000 B.C.).
They continwed using it for a very long time (till the
end of the New Kingdom about 1069 B.C.). They used
it in writing legal documents, official texts, accounts,
literary and religious texts. Scribes, scientists and
priests used a thin straw of reed as a writing device.
The subject was written in black ink and the beginning
of new paragraphs were written in red ink.
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Hieratic rexi

Vo



148 gayl)

A" ale ! " i Lalinaey Lidasan s Aol Al 8 dpedl) ol
Dlall Jd (0Y0=11¢ ) ydally Al 5, uY) yime 35 Lgy bl gl culasil
o e Bagagall ABBEN GLESY e 3aaly oy allaidl jaasll 8 Lealadiul il

..J.\.»i'z)

-

Aasn Yy (Algug Ay A0S a5 cdsbaadly dnally 4)laall @U4l Le S ad,
Dl o Cipall an)y die Dl Al g el 48 e

Fhe Demotic language:

I'he origin of the term Demotic is the Greek word «demothika» which means
wpopulars or «wcommonp, The ancient Egyptian gave this form of writing the
name «sekh-shatw that is the writing of document.

The Demotic replaced the Hieratic language since the rule of the XX V1 Dynasty,
that is from 664-525 BC. The Demotic language continued being used during the
Prolemiac age and it is one of the three forms of seript on the Rosetta Stone
5 that are religious and political were written in the
Demotic language because it is easy and does not require the details in drawing

the letters and symbols of Hieroglyphics.

1
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In order to be able to'write Hieroglyphics:

We have to draw. Since drawing is an art, the writing of the texts of the ancient
Egyptians is enjoyable. The letter “F” for example is a snake.

-
AN
s e R —
Flf e
N e B —r e
S . ;

\RY%

]
i <lal ".i'-""t‘“'J g ol —
— Here are the steps to draw the letter “F”
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Draw and write Hieroglyphs:

— ——— —
. ————— ————
The ancient Egyptian eye L ge 4l el 3
pronounced « Wadjets poualy 3his,
ﬁ
The «djedn s AL "’-""‘“ Jss
pillar (the backbone of Osiris) 23333
1aa 3hidy
The «Ankh» isa Baiall :jS..t
symbol meaning life S
1Bl ) ey

YA
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I'heroyal cartouche:

This is the oval shaped design inside which the royal names of kings
and queens were carved. The ancient Egyptian called the cartouche «Shenun

Xi jQ \ ‘ﬁ‘ i which means that which encloses or encircles.

The royal titles, however, were written outside the cartouche during the
times of the ancient Egyptians, like «Sa-Ra» %o the son of the sun Ra
and «MNetjer-nefern C] 6 the good deity and «Neb-tawy» C 7 E

meaming the «lord of the two lands» referring to Upper and Lower Egypt.

——
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This is how this sentence is pronounced in English:

 Aggalas YU 135 jhisy

Figure (2) nir st r khet nbi

My friends, would you like to be «mery in it ef hesey en mowt ef» that is
wbeloved by his father, and praised by his mothers. This is how to draw this in
Hieroglyphics. (Figure 1)

You have to respect and love them, listen to their advice and not make them
angry. This feeling is «Nefer set er khat nebet» which means «It is more beautiful
than anything else». (Figure 2)
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Hundred / 356 sht/ s @
Thousand / il Kha/ls | . 1
"~ '
: - B . -
. y
Ten thousand / Y1 8 e Dj!m/dc,.. : ﬁ | ¢
Hundred thousand / <)l &L Hefno / gerEs " “
One Million / O sl Heh / - &J
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Calculations:

Solve this problemin Hieroglyphics:

?"_}-}:.‘-.’"1! “;mﬁy\wé

«Beboy the Egyptologist bought 14 oranges and 100 apples and one thousand

papers to write on and two pens. How many items is Bebo holding?

0014
+ 0100
+ 1000
+ 0002

1116
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T'his is the most ancient plant. Its stem was used in the making of writing paper.
Its scientific name is «Cyperus Papyruss, It grew in abundance in the Delta of
Lower Egypt. Before Papyrus was discovered, many objects were used to wrile
on, like limestone slabs and wooden boards,

l'o make a sheet of Papyrus, first the outer green cover of the stem i1s remaoved,
then the inner white part is cut into thin slices, placed an a wooden board or a
stone pedestal to squeeze the slices to get rid of the sugary fluid by means of a
roller. Then the squeezed and dried layers of Papyrus are placed over each other
in a criss-cross position under pressure till all the layers become one and take the

form of a sheet. It is only then that it is ready to be used for writing

V&
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of the pyramid in the background in Hieroglyphs.
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