A Journey with
The Ancient Egyptians
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The Hieroglypics:

The Hieroglyphics are the symbols and letters of the ancient Egyptian sacred writing
system. The ancient Egyptians engraved the drawings that constitute the letters of the
hieroglyphics on the walls of their temples and tombs. They also used this form of
writing on ancient papyrus and ostracas (a broken piece of pottery or stone).

The ancient Egyptians wrote religious and social texts and also stories, poems
and descriptions of scenes of daily life activities. They invented more than one
form of writing derived from the Hieroglyphics such as hieratic and demotic that
were used by priests and commoners. These texts are the source of everything we
know about the pharaohs and the ancient Egyptians.
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Reading a Hieroglyphic text:

The texts are sometimes read from right to left, from left to right, upwards
heading downwards, but never from the bottom upwards.

The direction of reading is determined by the direction of the heads of all
the figures in a sentence: it is always in the opposite direction of the heads of
animals, birds, humans and reptiles. These symbols that stand for the letters of the
Hieroglyphics are detailed and quite accurate. This shows that the ancient Egyptian
was clever at noticing the details of the natural and human surroundings.
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The most important hieroglyphic letters

N o

AANAAA

Waves of water
tij,..l

B

Homed viper snake
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Lion
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Bread e

Y L
Tworeeds  glisd

B ot
Leg J-i'_r

Basket with handle
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House

Stool el sia
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Stand for & jar
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Folded cloth
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Hand

Hill slope yania s
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Examples of the
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Plural Dual Singular
Prw : Jilis Prwy : o Pr: Jyu
A Sax »
:l Two houses House
Houses
SnW Sy @ Bai Snwy /g : Gkl Snigw ti
Brothers Two brothers Brother
oD D (VRS0 &
bl AAAA, ﬁ
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The writer in ancient Egypt used more than one shape or symbol for the'same
letter. This is because throughout the different dynasties they had thousands of
shapes that stood for letters. You, dear reader, will be introduced to many of
these letters in this series of books and you will learn to read them.

-~



Jud KJt

OS Lilagl) 6 Cipa 45sSs cailay Y DS aaatiy 8 B il G
LAl " a g ey JBlall (o )5 (s ) Lpeall ey Lad

Words:

The letter «F» E&:::_ was often used because, besides being one of the letters
of the alphabet, it also means him, his, he and its.

Colour the snake

Oledll o9l

The horned viper
o il ls sl
Wl Gys Y 505

‘e W Gy Lgd pasinl Silals

The letter «F» was used in words like :

é %2; Nir i
<% :

N N R e
Nfr means beautiful
and good and happy
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Some ancient Egyptian words:
The name for Egypt in the ancient Egyptian script was Kmt, meaning the “black

land™ because of the colour of the Nile silt which came with the flood causing the
land to be fertile.
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As for the desert, it was called « desheret » meaning the « red land » .
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Hieroglyphie Symbols:

This ancient scene shows the ancient Egyptian deity, «Horus», who is embracing
the king of Upper and Lower Egypt, The king is wearing the double crown: the
red and the white crowns symbolize the two lands, Upper Egypt in the south and
Lower Egypt in the north. Inside the red frame are three Hieroglyphic characters:
from right is the Ankh -‘ which means « life », then the Djeda which means
«stability», then the Waset iwhich means «power and strengthy. It was believed
that the Falcon Horus offered all thcse\ak}talilies to the Egyptian King.

.
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Language Games:

There are two missing hieroglyphs in the text on the lefi. Search for them in the
text on the right and then draw the two characters inside the circles:

Y

-~



Pyt 1S | dgapl) b LANEg el i

Nt oyl Tt 0 Adamal) Lalell ingl 3 il el (1S58 3
‘ f‘ﬁq,.,:a;;xdu o) a5 Ut Lt a4 Alaall 3 Jha) Aile s el LK)
£ anall Jall e
R pay e UG e il 4l sl Letie S, dlaas 1 IS
S aa Aap L) cuilS Leaﬁji-ue_c\eé_‘ S sl o3l gy Dl oS, " cé zo
ss byl " 2 Jilal)

The effect of Hieroglyphics on English:

We use Hieroglyphics in the English without knowing it! Try to discover the
Hieroglyphic word in the following sentence. Underline these wurds and then
look below for the correct answer.

“The Imeer went on a hunting trip to the desert”,
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Some ancient Egyptian words that we use until today:

L

I
g ally Aalsl) iy [ i The meaning of
e R N the word in English
(= N W =nbny = | ebony

A A= d -—2 =hd = defeat, attack
=i 0
7 B ,W 0 =hsh = count, calculation
——— J
i, = % Tm = I'I,I' = fall
{apiall) _ _i
|
= = = fallenone:
(saadl) E%Fﬂ hrw allenones
FWERE _@_Tbﬁ = hsf = punish
—
e =] \ﬁ = htm = seal, close, shut
=0 V!
() (e = ﬁ_ =51 = master
I
~_=_.... - _-ﬁ =sl= woman
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The meaning of

abuse

withdraw

hide

Wanis

bind together

damage - destroy

enlarge

Demenhur

the word in English
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Language Games

Connect the picture with the word:

s X
&%

Tilapia ' Bee
Im Bit
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e
Oladd
Snake
Hi3w
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L II‘" Gl i Ledy r-: il u.... oAl S 5.:,.1_-,1! l_alS)
Al Sl 3 Lsalas Yl gl Ll g gl

* The words in each square start with the Arabic and are followed by the English
translation. These in turn, are followed by the English and Arabic transliterations.
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How many times does the letter “T™ appear in this coloured text in
Hieroglyphics?
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Khufu's Pyramid
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Colour :
the word «Mr» Q

Let us write the word pyramid:

The greatest pyramid in Egypt is that of Khufu. It was constructed on the Giza
plateau, with 2.3 million stones. It was the highest man-made building in the world
until 1888-1889 when the Eiffel tower was built in Paris. The ancient Egyptians
called any pyramid : “ mr . Khufu's Pyramid is the only surviving wonder of the
seven ancient wonders of the world.
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The Letter “A™

Imagine that you are an ancient Egyptian painter confronted with an Egyptian
vilture which also represents the letter A in Hieroglyphics. Use ¢olours to add the
feathers, eye and other details that you see fit.
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Let us play and learn:
Can you help «B’E'huu the Egyptologist to reach Champolhan, (1790 - 1832)

Y



ol

E e e ride ey iyl

D et A8 § el 528 gk

Y i i ittt i e ittt ee et e s e tes e seestsananans )iuaaj\uaau

S :U"_a\_\JéA

1) e Aol Ay peaal) LK joany

L PR tiy al Al
) € ettt et e it et e et e e Lpall 3 Aide g yel) G
- PO to¥) Wial 8 Leeatiin Whle ) gl Ayl LKD) jany
Y e et e et aa e eaaaa tiygal ddail

VA e feslall ide g uall (ail) 138 b 5agagall lill Cigya 220 oS
YY



1 :a)ﬁ:\ASSL_L.\SJLJA
T g_d‘y\u);

T T :ehj;jghum

Yy





