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THE NILE-RED SEA RAILWAY. (0

Hig line was constructed in order to shorten the trade route
between Khartoum and the sea.

The attached map shows the old trade route via the Nile
and the new route to Port Sudan.

This new route from Khartoum to sea iz 900 miles shorier
than the old Nile route, and it therfore enables a large savag
i the cost of transport to be effected, since by far the greater
part of this cost is due to the carriage overland, the cost of ca-
rriage by sea being comparatively smail.

When it was decided to construct the railway, a series of
reconnaissances were made with a view to the choice of a route,
the difficulty being to find & way through the hills near the
coast of the Red Sea. These hills are about 4.000 feet high on
an average. The highest point near the railway is 6.000 fest
above the sea,

After examining all the passes for 100 miles north and south
of Suakin, and making several surveys, a way through the Lills
was found which gave a fairly food gradient and was suitable
in other respeets

The rout taken runs in a north-easterly direction over an
called Atbara Junction on the wadi Halfa-Khartoum lice halt
a mile north of the Atbara bridge.

I'he railway, which is 307 miles long, starts from a powc
undulating gravel plain for about 14 m:les, when it strikes khor
Hudi ; from that point it runs up the right bank of this khor,
crossing several small tributary water courses, to a point near.
a hill called Gebel Zehteb (about 70 miles from Atbara Junction).

Shortly after passing Gebel Zehteb the line leaves khor Hudi:
goes into klior Arab, running along the right bank of the khor

AR A



The country so far presents few engineering difficulties,
want of water being the most serious, water having been found
at one place only (40 miles from Atbara Junction). Drifting
sand is troublesome in places. The earthwork on this section
js light and there are few bridges. The bed of the Khor is fiat
and sandy. the country on each side being chiefly gravel ridges
with low rocky hummocks here and there. The trees are chiefly
sunt (a kind of acacia), but there is little vegetation.

The line runs up khor Arab for about 100 inies, the hills on
each side becoming larger and closer together as the railway
goes on, and the country at the foot of the hills becoming rougher.

The main channel of the Khor is deeper here. and there are
signs of a heavier rainfall than is experienced near the Atbara
end of the line.

The seecond well is reached near Talgwareb, in Khor Arab
(140 miles from Atbara Junction). There is a small running
shed here.

After passing Talgwareb the line runs on up Khor Arab for
some miles, and then branches off into Khor Thamiam, and
nasses Thamiam well {180 miles from Atbara Junction). From
this well the line runs on up the Khor (which changes its name
to Barameyu here) to its source, and crosses the water Shed
between the Nile and the Red Sea at e point 218 miles from
Atbara Junction and 89 miles from Port Sudan. The water-ched is
3.010 feet above the Red Sea, From this point the character
of the country changes ; the hills are higher and steeper. and
the valleys are narrower and more winding. From the above it
will be understood that the Khors hitherto mentioned are valleys
running into the Athara.

The wells used along the line were all dug by the rai'way.
The wells belonging to Arabs were not used or interfered with
in any way.

On the section between the summit and the coast the work
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is much heavier than on the gection between the Nile and the
summit, both as regards earthwork and bridging.

In the hills near the cost there are torrential rains from
October to December, and Heavy showers at other times of the
year.

These hills are chiefly gneiss or granite. Their sidea are
very bare ; a few shrubs grow on them, but that is all. There
is, therefore, practically nothing to break the fall of the rain,
which rushes unchecked down the hill sides and makes rapid
ctreams of considerable depth on the Khors, even after compa-
ratively little rain.

From the summit the line runs down Khor Adit, past Sinkat
well (222 miles from Atbara Junction) to Gebeit wells (232
miles from Atbara Junction). There is a small running shed
at Gebeit.

From Gebeit the line runs down Khor Adit to kamobsana
well (257 miles from Atbara Junction). Here the line leaves
Ehor Adit and eressing a small water-shed, runs into khor Okwat.
A good deal of rock cutting was necessarybetween the two Khors.

The line runs down Khor Okwat, crossing numerous water
courses, to Sal-Lom well. near the point where the Khor runs out
of the hills on to the maritime plain, Sal-Lom is 286 miles from
Athara Junction. At Sal-Lom the line divides into two branches,
one going north eastwards to Port Sudan, 307 miles from Atba-
ra Junction, and the .other south-eastwards to Suakin.

One hundred and twenty miles of the railway were laid from
the Atbara end, but the line was mainly constructed form Suakin
where there were already houses, shops, and other conveniénces
for a large number of workmen, Port Sudan, although a better
harbour than Suakin, possessed no facilities of this kind at the
time of the construction of the railway.

At Suakin temporary quays were constructed, and cranes,
workshops, & C.. erected. Special ships were chartered to bring
out the materials for the line.
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The water supply at Suakin was a difficulty, the existing
supply being both bad and insufficient. A distilling plant was
therefore erected, capable of making 350 tons of fresh water
daily from sea-water.

A certain number of quarters for employees were built, and
temporary huts, &C., erected.

While Suakin was being prepared to receive railway plant
and workmen, an experiment was made with some of the nomad
Arabs to see if they would do the earthwork for the line. They
showed little predilection for regular work, however, and &lth-
ough a second attempt was made when the actual construction
of the raillway began, it was found difficult to get them to do
much earthwork. Men were accordingly brought over frem the
Nile provinces between Assuan and Khartoum, and these men
have done very well,

The actual construction of the main line began at Suakin
in August, 1904 Nomad Arabs were employed for the first two
months, but little progress was made. When the men from the
Nile districts arrived there was a marked improvement ; the
heaviest part of the work was completed by May, 1905, and th-
rough railway communication between ithe Red Sea and the
Nile was opened at the end of Qctober, 1905.

The Nile having been built from Suakin, the branch from
Sal-Lom to Port Sudan remained to be done. This was comm-
enced in November, 1905, and finished in January, 1906, as far
as the rails were concerned, but a good deal of bridging remained
to be done ail over the line.

Practically all the food for the men was from India.
All water for working parties and much of the water for

bridges and buildings had to be sent from Suakin in special
tank waggons.
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—the line was laid on the telescopic system, the absence of
food and water along the route rendering any other system im-

possible.
— Regard : Sudan-The Nile Red Sea Railway.
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In March, 1897, a Sudan postal service was comm- (¥9)
enced. The first office opened was at Halfa camp, and following
in the wake of the Army, offices were opened in the same year
at kerma, Dongola, Korti, and Merowé and a regular bi-weekly
mail was established. There are now 26 post offices in the
Sudan open to the money order service nnd a travelling postmas-
ter issues and pays money orders at stations on the Halfa-kerma
Railway.

The telegraph now, besides connecting with Suakin and ka-
ssala, reaches to Gallahat, Taufikia (W. Nile), Roseires, end Ei-
Obeid. A line from Kbartoum through Geteina and kawa to Gow
Abu Guma iz now in courege of construetion, and when the Nile-
Red Sea Railway is cemmenced, a telegraph line will be huilt al-
ang it. X
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SUDAN GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS
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Rapport en turc du Moawen Raghab Saddik Eff., sur la seconde
Expedition d, Abyssinie, sous le commandement du
Sirdar Mohamed Rateb Pacha

Le 8 Zilkadeh 1292 2 12 h. 30 de la journée, S.A. Hussein
pacha 2éme fils de S.A. le khedive et Ministre de la Guerre, hon-
ora de sa presence la gare du Caire. Aprés la cérémonie d, ad-
ieux, Rateb Pacha, Commandant-en-Chef, et les officiers de sa

suite prirent place dans les wagons et le train se mit en marche
& Th. de la nuit, 3 destination de Suez.

Le train atteignit Suez 4 12h. 30 de la nuitet 1, on procéda
sur-le-champ & 1, embarquement sur le «Dakahlich» des chevaux
et bagages de Rateb Pacha et des officiers de sa suite.

Noms des officiers d, Etat-Major et des Aides-de-Camp se
trouvant dans In suite de S.A. Roateb Pacha.

‘Officiers d, Etat-Major.
Général Loring, Chef d, Etat-Major.
Miralai Field.

Miralai Dye.

Miralai Derrick.
Kaimakam Maclean.
Kaimakam Aly Helmy.
Bimbachi Loesh,
Bimbachi Lamson.
Bimbachi Dr. wilson.
Bimbachi Ibrghim Eff,
Youzbachi Porter,
Youzbachi Irgens.
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Moulazim Ahmed Raef Eff,
Moulazim Abdel Rahman Magdi Eff.
Moulazim Ahmed Azmy Eff.

Au total 15 officiera.

Aides-de-Camp.
Kaimakam Abdel Al Hilmy Eff.
Bimbachi Tornizine (?)
Bimbachi Khosrew Azmy Eff.
Bimbachi Abdel Latif Eff.
Moawen Mohamed Fouad Eff.
Moawen Mohamed Nessim Eff.
Moawen Ragab Saddik Eff.

Au total 6 offielers.

Ecrivains.
Kaimakam Mahmoud Rifaat Bey, de la Mais.
Kaimkam Hassan Fahmey Bey.
Kaimakam Hassanein Soliman Eff.

Kaimakam Hassan Ahmed Eff,

Au total 4 écrivains.

Comme le 3éme bataillon du Ier régimert d, infanterie de 1,
expédition se trouvait déja 4 Suez, on proceda, & 3 heures de la
journée, & son embarguement sur le (Dakghlieh) avec tous ob-
jets lui appartenant. D’autre part, on fit embarguer sur ce
bateau six cents soldats d, infanterie arrivée hier du Caire et
qui devaient se joindre aux quatre bataillons d, infarnterie des
régiments de le garde précedemment énvoyes & Massawa. Les
materiaux des compagnies de génie et de sapeurs et les provisions
destinées 4 1, armée furent embarques sur le «Koufits. Le:
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Kaimakam d, artillerie, Moustafa Bey kholoussi, nomméen qualité
d, Intendant Militaire, s, embarqua sur ce bateau qui leva 1, ar-
cre & $h. de la journée.

A 10 heures de la journée, les chevaux et bagages de Rateb
Pacha et des officiers de sa suite se trouvaient déja embarquées
Son Excellence sollicita alors, de la Maia Sanieh, 1, autorisation
d, appareiller. A 10h. 45, il donna 1, ordre au «Dakahlich» de
se meitre en marche.

A part les officiers d, Etat-Major, les aides-de-camp et le
bataillon précité, ce bateau transportait de Lewa Rached Rakeb
PREET le Miralai Osman Ghaleb Bey et Mohamed Gabr Bey, ces
officiers ayant été nommés aux regiments de 1, Expedition ainsi
que cela sera mentionné par la suite.

Au moment du depart, il Y avait sur le quai Kassem Pacha
wakil de la Marine, Aly Ghaleb Pacha, directeur du Bureau Mi-
litaire au Ministére de Ia Guerre, Stone Pacha, Chef de 1, Etiat-

Major Général, et Hassan Bey, Gouverneur de Suez.

Le 13 Zilkadeh 1282. Le «Dakahlieh» arriva 4 Massawa i
8h.30 de Ia journée.Le Lewa Osman Rifky Pacha, précedemment
envoyé 3 Massawa, et Ahmed Nachat Bey. moawen des Ceremo-
nies du Khédive, nommé en qualité de Maamour des travaux de
Massawa, montercnt & hord et se rencontrerent avee Rateh Pacha.

Rateb Pacha descendit ensuite & terre et se rendit 4 1, ho-
pital militaire, en compagnie de Loring Pacha et de Nachat Bey.

A 9h.5 on procéda aux opérations dé debarquement et, a 4
lheures de la nuit, tout était terminé.

Qant au bataillon qui se trouvait sur ce bateau, il dressa ses
tentes sur la cdte de Garrar,faisant face 4 1, ile de Massawa.
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Le 14 Zilkadeh 1292, A T heure de la journée, le «Dakahlich»

leva 1, ancre a destination de Suez.

Le bataillon du Bimbachi Aly Reaef Eff. et une compagnie du
bataillon du feu Bimbachi Ahmed Fawzi Eff. se trouvaient éta-
bl's au bander de Massawa. D, autre part, il Y avait dang ce
bandar deux compagnies d, infanterie et des soldats de divers
bataillon, sans compter un grand nombre de soldats malades et
qui avaient été blessés lors de la rencontre qui eut lieu, depuis
quelque temps, avec les Abyssins.

Quant aux quaire bataillons d, infanterie ae la Garde, ils
avaient dressé leurs tentes 3 Hatmalou, & une heure environ du
bndar de Massawa. I1 Y avait aussi 4 Hatmalou, deux batte-
ries d, artillerie sous le commandemznt du Bimbachi Ismail
Sabri Effendi.

Rateb Pacha, accompagné du Général Loring et du Lewa
Osman Rifky Pacha, visita ce jour-la 1, emplacement de Hatmaluo.
A son arriveé, les quatre bataillons de la Garde, les artilleurs et
les trois compagnies de «Mouhafizine» qui sont établis dans des
caserned, lui rendirent les honneurs, conformément au réglément
militaire.

A cette occasion, on joignit les ler et 2&me bataillons de la
Garde au bataillon du Bimbachi Khourchid Basmt Eff. arrivé du
Caire et 1, on forma ainsi le ler régiment de la 1ér brigade d,
infanterie de L, Expédition. Osman Rifky Pacha fut nommé Ier
Lewa et Osman Ghaleb Bey, Miralai de ce régiment.

Quant aux 3éme et 4éme bataillons de la Garde, en les joi-
gnil au bataillon du Bimbachi Mohamed Aly Eff, qui doit arri-
ver du Caire, 1, on forma ainsi le Ier régiment de Ia'seconde bri-
gade de 1, Expédition. Rached Rakeb Pacha fut nommé 2éme
lewa et Mchamed Gabr Bey, Miralai de ce régiment.
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On procéda, ce jour-li, au transport 4 Hatmalou des provi-
sions du bataillon du Bimbachi Khourchid Basmi Eff. qui campzait
sous des tentes 4 Garrar. Les chameaux du Gouvernement, aff-
ectés 4 ce transport, étaient faibles et débiles ...L, aspect des
troupes établies dang ladite region (sic) refétait une santé flo-
rissante et une tenue militaire impeccable.

Trois soldats blesses au cours de rencontre avec les Abyssins
arrivérent 4 Massawa. Des soins particuliers sont réservé aux
malades qui entrent & 1, hdpital de Massawa.

Deuxr officiers d, Etat-Major ont ét¢ envoyés & Hatmalon
avec un appareil élévatoire destiné & fournir 1, eau requise poar
cette région.

Le 15 Zilkadeh 1292. Le «messirs, puis le <koufits on levé
1, ancre 4 destination de Suez.

Les officiers ci-aprés faisaient partie de 1, Etat-Major lors
de la derniére rencontre avec les Abysgins et il a été decide de
les incorporer aux ‘officiers d, Etat-Masjor mentionnés au com-
mencement de ce rapport :

Bimbachi Omar Rouchdy Eff.

Bimbachi Durholz,

Bimbachi Dennisson.

Moulazim Rifaat Eff,

Ahmed Fahim Eff., traducteur.

Soit au total § officiers.

.

Le 16 Zilkadeh 1292, Le bateau «Gharbichs est arrivé &
Massawa & 2h.30 de la journée. 1l avait A& bord six compagnies
du 3éme bataillon du 2éme régiment de la 2eme brigade d, infan-
terie de 1, Expédition, de méme que deux Bimbachis de ce batai-
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lon, Mohamed Aly Eff. et Rached Eff. Ces troupes furent de-
barquées 4 terre.

Trois des soldats gqui furent blessés au cours de la derruére
rencontre avec les Abyssins arriverent & Massawa.

Les soldats établis 3 Hatmalou entreprirent des exercices
de reconnaissance pendant deux heures ; ces exercices étaient

appropriés pour les régions montagneuses.

A 6 heures de la journée, le bateau <Hodeidas» arriva 4 Mass-
awa. Il transportait deux compagnies d, infanterie et deux bha-
taillons de cavalerie. Les fantassins furent envoyées & Garrir

et les cavaliers 4 1, fle de Massawa.

Nous avons recu une dépéche de la Maia Sunich annongant
que S.A. Hassan Pacha, 3éme fils de S.A. le Khédive, a sollicité
1, autorisation de I, Empercur de prusse afin de prendre part a
la guerre abyssine, que 1, Empereur lui & accordé cette autorisa-
tion et que Son Altesse arrivera prochainement & Massawa dans
ce but. Cette nouvelle a été communiquée & tous les regiments

établis & Massawa.

An cours de sa visite & 1, hopital militaire de Massawa en
compagnie de Nachit Bey, Rateb Pacha s, est rendu compte que
cet hopital était entretenu d, une maniére parfaite & tous points

de vue.

Le 17 Zilkadeh 1292. Tous les soldats établis & Hatmalou
ont entrepris des exercices d, armes pendgnt 2 heures.

A T heure de }a journée, Osman Rifky Pacha et Rached

Ralceb Pacha presiderent au trensport, & Owmkalou a I heure de -

marcheé cenvirron & 1, ouest- de Massawa, des cavaliers arrives
hier du Cale of & leur établasement dans celte rogion. On a

YAA -



procédé, toute la journée, aux travaux de creusement de puits
dans la dite region afin d, en extraire de |, eau.

I ¥ 2 quelgque temps, le Gouvernement avait installé une
pcmpe & Omkalou, afin d, extraire 1, eau qui était ensuite amenée
4 Massawa au moyen de tuyaux et distribuée aux habitants.
Cette eau est trés potable et trés propre. Mais comme la quan-
tité d, ean fourn'e de cette maniére ne suffisait pas aux besoins
des habitants, on Y mélangeait une petite quantité d, eau salée.

11 existe entire Massawa, Omkalou et Hatmalou un terrain
plat, trés étendu ct approprié a tous points de vue pour 1, efa-
blissement de plusieurs régiments.

Durant toute la journée on a procédé au transport, 4 Omkalou
des provisions et tous autres objets appartenant aux cavaliers
arrivés du Cairs.

Huit des soldats bleszés au cours de ls derniére rencontre
avec les Abysaing sont arrivés 4 Massawa.

120 chameaux sont arrivés du Senhit pour compte de 1, IIx-

pédition.

A 12 heures, le «Gharbiehs et le «Hodeida» ont levé |, ancre
i destination de Suez.

Le 18 Zilkadeh 1292. Les soldats de 1, Expédition, se irou-
vant 4 Massawa, ont entrepris des cxercices 1nlitaires pendant

deux heures.

Les troupes se trouvant actuellement 4 Massawa et destinées
3 la campagned, Abyssinie secomposent de 7 bataillons d, infan-
terie, 2 batteries d, artillerie, deux bataillons de cavalerie, une
compagnie de génie et une autre de sapeurs.

A



Rateb Pacha a regu la visite de certains notables de Massa-
wa.

On a arrété quelques espions abyssins et 1, on procéde &

leur interrogatoire.
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CONVENTION ENTRE LE GOUVERNEMENT DE S.AL
BRITANNIQUE ET LE GOUVERNEMENT DE S. A. LE
KHEDIVE AU SUJET DE I’ZADMINISTRATION FUTURE

DU SOUDAN.
— 19 Janvier 1899,

WIIEREAS certain provinees in the Scudan which were i
rebellion against the authority of His Highness the Khedive have
now been reconquered by the joint military and financial efforts
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government and the Government of
Hes Highness the Khedive,

AND whereas it has become necessary to decide upon a sys-
tem for the administration of and for the making of laws for the
£aid reconquered provinces, under which due allowance may be
made for the backward and unsettled condition of large portions
thereof, and for the varying requirements of different localities.

AND whereas it is desired to give effect to the claims which
have accrued to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, by right of
conguest, to share in the present settlement and future working
and devclopment of the said system of administration and legis-
lation.

AND whereas it is conceived that for many purposes Wadi-
Halfe and Suakin may be most effectively administered in con-
junetion with they are respectively adjacent.

NOW it is hereby agreéd and declared by and between the
Undersigned, duly authorised for that purpose, as follows :

Art. L

The word «Soudans in this Agreement means all the terri-
tories South of the 22nd parallel of latitude, which :

£.
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1. Have never been evacuated by Egyptian troops since
the year 1882. or

2. Which, having before the late rebellion in the Soudan
been administered by the Government of His Highness the Khe-
dive, were temporarily lost to Egypt, and have been reconguered
vy Her Majesty’s Government and the Egyptian Government, act-
ing in concert ; or

3. Which may hereafter be reconquered by the two Govern:
ments acting in concert.

Art. II.

Tha British and Egyptian flags shall be used together, both
oh land and water, thraughouit the Soudan, except in the town
of Suakin, in which locality the Egyptidr flag alone shall be used.

Art. I

The supreme military and civil commana in the Soudan
shall be vested in oné officier, termed the<«Governer-General of
the Soudans. He shall be appointed by Khedivial Decree on the
recommendation of Her Britannic Majesty’'s Government, and
ghall be removed only by Khedivial Decree, with the consent of
Her Britannie Majesty's Government.,

Art, IV.

Laws, as also Orders and Regulations with the full force of
law, for the good government of the Soudan, and for regulating

the holding, disposal, and devolution of property of every kind
therein situate, may from time to time be made, altered, or ab-
rogated by Proclamation of the Governor-General. Such Laws,
Orders and Regulations may apply to thé whole or any named

.



part of the Soudan, and may, eitherexplicity or by necessary
implication, alter or abrogate any existing Law or Regulation.

All' such Proclamations shall bs forth-with notified to Her
Britannic Majesty’'s Agent and Consul-General in Cairc. and to
the President of the Council of Ministers of His Highness the

Khedive.

Arxt. V.

No Egyptian Law, Decree, Minister al Arrété, or other enac-
tment hereafter to be made or promulgated shail apply to the
Soudan or any part thereof, save in so far as the same ghall be
applied by Proclamation of the Govermor-General in manner

‘hereinbefore provided.
Art. VI

In the definition by Proclamation of the conditions under
which Europeans of whatever nationality, shall be at liberty to
trade with or reside in the Soudan, or to hold wvroperty within
its limite, no special privileges shall be aceorded to the subjects

of any one or more Power.

Art. VII.

Import duties on entering the Soudan shall not be payable
on goods coming from Egyptian territéry. Such duties may,
however, be levied on goods coming from elsewhere than Ezyp-
tian territory, but in the case of goods entering the Soudan at
Suakin or any other port on the Red Sea Littoral, they shall not
exceed the corresponding duties for the time being leviable on
goods entering Egypt from abroad. Duties may be levied on
go_ods ‘eaving ithe Soudan, at such rates as may from time to

time be preseribed by Proclamation.
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Art. VIOI

The jurisdiction of the Mixed Tribunals shall not extend,
“nor be recognised for any purpose whatsoever, in any part of the
Soudan, except in the town of Suakin.

Art. IX,

Until, and save so far as it shall be otherwise determined by
Proclamation, the Soudan, with the exception of the town of
Suakn, shall be and remain under martial lai.

Art. X.

No Consuls, Vice-Consuls, or Consular Agents shall bo nce-
redited in respect of nor allowed io reside in the Soudan, withont
tho previous consent of Her Britannic Majesty's Government.

Art. XL
The importation of slaves imto the Soudan, as also their ex-
portation, is absclutely prohibited. Provision shall be made by
Proclamation for the enforcement of this Regulation.

Art. XII

It is agreed between te two Governments that special att-
ention shall be paid to the enforcement of the Brussels Act of
the 2nd July 18980, in respect to the import, sale, and manufacture
of fire-arms and their munitions, and distilled or spirituous
liquors.

Done in Cairo, the 19th January, 1899.

Signed : Boutros Ghali — Cromer.
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