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diseases or for hindering recovery. That led to further discussiens
on the issue of folk medicine.

2. The reciprocal relationship between social problems and
several diseases some of which are tropical diseases. The most
important problems are poverty and illiteracy.

3. Diffusion of health habits and raising the awareness
against tropical diseases is considered as the most crucial preventive
means in dealing with tropical diseases.

As we all know, prevention is better and much cheaper than
resort to expensive remedial techniques.

Preventive measures and mass media techniques should be
appropriate in order to fit the unique culture of specific population
who live in a specific society. Also, Communication means should
fit the educational levels, their social standards of living and their
ways of life.

Practical and feasible suggestions were presented by partici-
pants of the seminar concerning training sessions for those who are
involved in dealing with tropical diseases.

In that sense, a training program was proposed by Dr. Ashraf
Hassouna and the seminar's participantss A decision was made
that the first training. session on iropical diseases will be held
from September 27th.  until October 9th., 1980.

Participants of the seminar appreciated Dr. Hassouna's per-
sistent efforts to prepare for the Orientation Course Planning Work-
shop. They also appreciated Dr. Hassouna’s humana and democ-
ratic way of leading discussions. Such discussions enabled partici-
pants to know each other and to integrate various efforts to achieve
common goals,

28



39
Vil
Sociccultural Aspects of Trcpical Diseases :

A Repori on the Seminar of Tropical Diseases
that was liold in the National Institute ¢f Planning
frem June 23rd. to June 25th.,, 1980

By
Dr. Nabil Sobhy Hanna

A team of several specialists in Medicine, Economics, Social
VWork, Sociology, and Anthropology met togsther in the National
Iastitute of Planning to pariicipate in the Orientation Course Plan-
ring Workshop in regard to sociocultural aspects of tropical diseases.

The seminar aimad at : reaching a consensus on the curriculum
components, subjects to be discussed, criteria to select and evaluate
trainees, and the agreement on training places.

Dr. Nabil Sobhy Hanna - in this brief report - presents a sum-
mary about the seminar’s goals as well as paricipated groups
( medical, economic, social, and anthropological groups ). He
also refers to posiiive contributions of participant groups. Each
¢roup explained fo other groups its own perspectives in rela-
t on io the problem of tropical diseases. Several viewpoints, pers-
pectives, and ideas were presented and discussed. Participanis
faund out that using this approach in dealing with our health
problems is absolutely important ; because that provides a valuable
opportunity to deal with different aspects of our health problems
instead of dealing with diseases from only medical perspectives.
Definitely, there are economic, social, political, cultural aspects in
relation to tropical diseases Setting up such seminars and work-
<hops is a good opportunity to utilize the interdisciplinary approach

n dealing with our sacietal problems.

In that seminar Dr. Nabil Sobhy Hanna disclosed the social
end cultural factors that associate with tropical diseases. Sub-
sequently, three major relevant points were discussed :

1. The relationship between culture and tropical diseases.
Lome habits, traditions, beliefs may be responsible for getting
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[I.  Division of Labour and Ward Organization :

He explained how the group functions as a unity, how group
members divide labour and specialization, and how they operate
to fulfill their duties.

Il:a  Relations inside the Ward :

He described the relationship between patients and nurses,
attitudes of patients towards nurses, and expressions used inside
the ward. He also discussed the special culture prevalent in the
ward. He particularly enphasized the pattern of jokes.

V. Visits in the Ward :

The significance of the visits in the lives of the patients was
ciscussed. He showed how the nurses as well as the patients
thought of it as an important event and went through a great deal
cf preparation for it. Most importantly the researcher discribed
ine feelings the patients and nurses had during such events as feel-
ings similar to thase prevalent among family members.

25
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Though illness and surgery could be very unpleasant experience
for any ong, nevertheless, the researcher felt that it was a chance to
conduct research using conventional anthropological methods with-
out any pretence. In this connection the author continuds, “As an
insider and an outsider in the same tims, | was capable of observ-
ing and analysing, | felt what other patients felt. | was treated
like any other patient, and | lost my identinty and freaedom of act
like all other patients. Oftenly | felt bored, anxious and depresed
fike all people when they feel that an external power or control is
exertied on them. Meanwhile, | managed to chserve details in
the situation as an outsider since | was determined from the begin-
ing to adopt an anthrcpological attitude,

Generally, the fieldwork period - the period of illness- was a
combination of being in thé situation and then out of it te record
and to contemplate”.

The researcher, in addition to his parsonal experiences, conduc-
ted discussions with patients and nurses. Through the deliberate
inquiry on some phenomena, he compared his observations and
interpretaiions with those of others. And his identity as foreigner
encouraged the nurses to answer his questions without fear or
reservations.

The author starfed the essay by defining the subject of study,
and the limitations and extent of generalizing the findings. Then
he explained his research maethodology, and discussed the ade-
guacy of two weeks as a period of field study. Furthermore, he
clarified how he managed to standardize the observation and gave
his opinfon on the issus of ethical responsibility.

The essay was divided into the following topics :

. “Ward No. B8 :

In this section the researcher described the three main ward
divisions (the entrance, the main ward and the annex). He explained
the relationship between these divisions and the existence of certain
phenomena that would have not appéared if the building had an-
other form.  Also, he discussed the effects of the building on phy-
sicians and nursas’ performance.

24
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FIELD STUDY ON ORGANIZATION, INTERACTION AND

RELATIONSHIPS IN A SURGICAL WARD FOR MEN.
by
Dr. Nabil Sobhy Hanna (*)

The author tries in this study to describe and analysis some
prenomena prevalent in a surgical ward for men. Some of these
d2al with social interaction inside the ward. The author was parti-
cularly concerned with analyzing the relationship between patients
and nurses since he believes that this type of relationship is signifi-
cant because nurses act as mediators between patients and doctorse.

The study also deals with the organizational aspect of perfor-
mance inside the ward. In the light of the previously mentioned
objectives, the study includes a detialed description and analysis of
some control measures inside the ward and their effect on nurses
ir performing their duties. It also elaborates on the physical effect
o® certain phenomena such as the building of the ward and its main
d visions on the effeciency of the performance and on the prevailing
p 12nomena in the ward.

This essey is summary report of the fieldstudy undertaken by the
athor in Kingston general hospital, Hull, England, during his two
weeks stay as a patient. The researcher used participant observa-
tion as his methodological approach as he was a complete partici-
pant as a patient in the surgical ward. As an anthropologist and
2: a patient he was capable of living the experience and of feeling
the situation that he was trying to describe. Therefore, pretence
w as not needed for access to the situation.

The first observations (raw material) was written inside thé ward
during his experience as a patient. Final report, comments and
d scussions presented in this paper were direcily wriiten after his
departure from the hospital. This stage was a period of contem-
p ation, deep rethinking and reliving the field experience from all
all its aspects.

{(*) Assistant prof. of Sociology and Anth ropology, Cairo Univ,
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CRIME IN SAUD! ARABIA
by

Dr. lbrahim Abu-El-Ghar (*)

Statistical analysis was undertaken to identify size and direc-
tions of crimes in Saudi Arabia. It revealed a noticable decline in the
s ze of crimes from one year to another in the period of ten years
{from 1966 — 1975) that has been covered in this analysis. Crime
rate in 1966 was 3.2%. This rate decreased to becomz 1.8%. in

1975., Population increased from 5.662.000 to 7.20.000 between
the two years.

As far as the direction of crimes is concerned, the analysis re-
vaaled the following types : (1) crimes related to bankrupey, bribery,
srealing and embezzelment which averaged 62.5% in the ten years
periods  (2) Ethical crimes which avereged 24.7%; (3) Homocide
which averaged 5.1%; (4) Drug crimes which averaged 2.6%;
(5) Forgery crimes which averaged 2.5%; (6} Other different types
{'ncluding smuggling! averaged 2.6%.

The findings show that the direction of crime is centered around
money and ethics. Crimes in those two categories amounted 87%
of the fotal number of crimas committed during the ten years.

As regard to the diffzarent regions of the Kingdom, the analysis
ravealed that the Mecca region registered the highest number with
33.7% of the total crime number. The other regions registered the
following percentages : East region (18.7%), Rhiad city {17.5%),
Medina (6.7%). Asir region, Al-Kassim, Tabouk, Haa'il, Al-Baha,
Bisha, Nagran, El-Korayyat, El-Gof region, and Northern border
ragion registered the lowest number.

The comparsion bztween Saudian and non-Saudian criminals
revealed that 65.6% of crimes have been commited by Saudians
while 34.4% have been commited by persons of cther nationalities
94.5% of those accused were males, wheras 55% only were
females. B84% of them were adults wheras 16% were Jeuveniles.

(*) Assistant prof. of sociology, Cairo University.
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connect its units within the framewark of the historical structural
understanding of the qualitative conditions of each society and the
nature of the period through which the society is-passing.

In reviewing the attempts which sought to define the features
of the class structure in rural Egypt, the author decided that ane will
notice its relative recency (most of them appeared or were published
following {1970). His opinion is that this happened intentionally,
as it was not in the interest of the ruling classes in Egypi to reveal
the true painful class situation in which the majority of this sector
vsad- to live before the revolution. This matter can also be under-
stood in the light of the state of sociology itself in Egypt at that
timé, no clear theoritical framework had yet been crystalized in a
way to guide working in the field of sociology to identify their
stands towards the isuues of their society and to direct their studies
and researches to deal with its problems, such as class structure. It
is also noted thai most of these attempts, which solght 1o define
the features of the class structure in rural Egypt, were carried out
by progressive thinkers, and particularly by hisiorians, economists
and some sociologists. The author reviewed and commented in his
article on the attempt of Ibrahim Amer (1958), attempt of Gamal
Magdi Hassanein (1971), attempt of Fathy Abd Et-Fattah (1973),
attempt of Mohamed El Gawhary (1973} and Finally the attempt of
Abd El Basset Abd El-Mooty (1973).

If the author sees that most of these a’rtempt did not seek to
reveal the changes that affected the different social categories in the
Egyptian rural areas, he tried in the last part of his article to point
out the changes that happened in rural Egypt due to the social
and economic evolution introduced to that sector since July 23rd
revolution, and particularly during the last ten years.

After describing the changes happened in the period mentioned
.above, the author concluded that the rural Egypt is witnessing now a
distinct class structure built up on new basis other than the size of
Land ownership. The fixed and transfered capital, plus the domina-
tlon of authority and decision making played a very important part in
the new class structure. Class relationship which joined social
categories in village also changed, however, the core of this relation-
ship still exists, and within its framework agricultural capitalists
play the role of the previous big land owners, but via different
techniques and manners which need more study fo reveal its

patlerns.
20



Yy

v
CLAS5 STRUCTURE IN RULAR EGYPT

Critical ohservation and empirical Analysis

by
Mohammed Abd El-Nabi (¥

The aim of this article is to review the different attempts which
sought to define the features of the class structure in the Egyptian
riral areas, and to show how far each of them reflect the true class
situation prevailing in this sector of the society. The article also
aims at giving a realistic picture of the situation of different social
forces existed in the Egyptian village after the changes which hap-
paned in this sector since the july 1952 Revolution and particulary
during the last ten years.

The author tries in this article to review, criticize and evaluvate
the literature available on his topic. He sees that those who are
inferested in sociological thought can clearly visvalize two major
currents as regards to their theoretical point of departure and their
mathodological approach in reviewing the social distinctions and
ways of identifying their forms. There is the dialectic materialism
of Marx and the Marxists, and the ideal trend represented in the
works of he pro-social stratification theory in general, The com-
parhensive evaluation of each of the two trends and the illustration
ot the extent of their svitability for studying the issue of
sccial differences is a matter beyond the scope of this study
and needs other independent research. The author’s view is that
the most important thing in dealing with class structure is identify-
ing clear criteria on the basis of which the outlines of this structure
czn be defined. These criteria or (criterion) should emerge from the
actual activities of the individuals and the nature of the social rela-
tionships which bind the different social groups, as well as the role
ol each in the economic, social and political life of society.
Tlis should be based on the analysis of the existing social
structure and on revealing the nature of the social relations which
(*) Assistant lecturer in sociology, Cairo University.
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In the light of this general view, main features of the Egyptian
pre-capitalist order were illustrated :

1. The existence of an agricultural formation which produce “use
value™;

2. Commerce and industry did not develop except fo the extent
that it contributes to reproducing the preapitalist order ;

3. Kinship relationships played a significani role in reproducing the
dominant class and the productive units in rural and urban com-
munities,

Having illustrated these features, an at smpt was made to
ocemonestrate the variation of different modes in different eras.  So,
it was argued that a specific kind of feudalism (similar to what Max
Weber calls “feudalism of benefices” dominats the Mamluk era. By
the hegining of the Ottoman conquest, feudalism becoms a marginal
mode in the face of a new emerging one, i.e. the tributary mode.
Fowever, the power given to Mamluks under Ottoman rule as well
as their conflicts over surplus extraction have disarticulated feudalism
with the tributary mode. The innovations of M. Ali's era have given
naw push to the tributary mode which becoms deminant, disarticu-
leted with a system of redistribution (in Polanyi's conception) and
a marginal feudalism. In the meantime, these innovations have
gradually disrupted the reproduction of the pre-capitalist order which
gradually integrates itself with the world capitalist system,

17
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this view by indicating that the Egyptian saciety has not broken
down info separate units, also the relation between tax-farmer
{the Multazim) and peasants differs from that which existed
between feudal lord and serfs.

Writers interested in the historical specificity of Egypt such as
Ibrahim Amer and Anwar Abdel-Malek have argued for a
special kind of feudalism, i.e. oriental feudalism. They backed
their views by stressing the domination of central government
and the centrality of the irrigation system. Some writers,
however, prefer to use the concept of “Asiatic mode of produc-
tion" to describe the same phenomenon.

Recent attepts are directed towards the analysis of pre-capitalist,
social structure through the theoretical tradition of “unequal
development”, “'dependency”, and “world capitalist systen®
theses. So, Samir Amin stands for revealing the disarticulation
between a dominant iributary mode of production and a mar-
ginal feudal one. Mahmoud Oda stressés the dominance of
the tributary mode without attaching any marginatily to Feudal-
ism. Finally, Alan Richards analyses the role played by Egypt
in the Ottoman world empire before its gradual integration into
world capitalist system.

In the second part, an attempt was made to reveal some of the
shortcomings hidden in some of these views., Most of them are
inclined to discribe the pre-capitalist order through a single
mode of production ; alse, they confused between. “owner--
ship of land” as a social concept and as a legal concept which
resulted in different views about “private ownership”, “state
ownership” and / or “ecommunity ownership”. The contention
of this article is that it is difficult to specify one dominant mode
of production in the social formation of pre-capitalist Egypt.
So, a study of this formation has to start from defining its main
features, and then, has to reveal the variation of its modes of
production. It is supposed that the dominance of any of the
pre-capitalist modes of production over the other depends on
the ‘mode of surplus extraction, the nature of the groups that
approprate it, and the conditions of reproductien of the pre-
capitalist order.
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ON STUDYING THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE
of Pre-Capitalist Egypt

by
Ahmed A. Zayed (*)

The social structure of the Egyptian society raises many theore-
tics! problems that should be solve in the way to from a theoretical
vicw concerning the course of it's specific development.  This study
is imited to a discussion of the problem of studying pre-capitalist
formation in Egypt. The study aims at illustrating theoretical discus-
stions related to the nature of the social structure of pre-capitalist
Egypt, examining their aspects of differences and similarities as well
as their limitations. Through this eritical stance - an initial point

of view is developed.
The article is divided into two parts :

The first illustrates the debates over the pre-capitalist structure
of the Egyptian sociely. The Following views were developeh in
these debates :

A) The structure of precapitilist Egypt, accarding to Baer, Gibb and
Bown, was formed around dispostic oriental feudal relation-
ships. state demination over all social aspects was the core of
the structural analysis produced by those authors.

B) The pre-capitalist structure of Egypt involves a pure feudal
relationships regardless of the obvious state conirol over tax-
collection.  Proponents of this view differ about the nature of
feudalism. Mohamed Anis relates it to the existence of feudal
gentry; Harik explains it through the diffusion between econo-
mic and political power; while Fathi Abdel Fattah explains it
through the backwardness of the production precess and forms
of rent.

C) There was no room for feudalism in the sociceconomic forma-
tion of pre-capitalist Egypt. Abdel Azim Ramadan supports

{*} Lecturer in sociology, Cairo University.
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aquire strength when compared with the results achieved by contem-
porary practical application of the development stitegies based on
traditional thought, and which endeavored to :

1. Promote the exchange between developed and developing
countries with pattern of unequal international division of
{abour, which led to ;

2. Distorning, even distroying the potential of expansion in the
different activities of the economic sector in developing countries
which led to:

3. Limiting the potential of individual command and control, also 3

4. The deprivation from the possibility of determining the national
identity, and from realizing the cultural and civilized identifica-
tion.

Thus the prevailing trends determining the development in
underdeveloped countries has been promoted and can be justly
considered as endeavors to achieve progress.

13
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adoption by metropolitans, and though encouraging the under-
developed countries (periphery) to apply them.

The ongoing discussion on the subject of development is con-
sidered per se a natural reaction to the call for self rellance develop-
tnent, as a logica! sukstitute to previous strategies which achieved
negative results, thus making its cons, more than its pros. Flexi-
bility is the dominant trait of self reliance development. 1t permits
promoting numerous patterns in accordance with the diversity of
developing societies with their differences in customs, tradition,
patterns of consumption and culture at large.

The basic element in self reliance development is the endevour
to achieve a balance between elements clearly defined, constructing
a production system with diverse activities, and achieving exmplary
use of the available local resources, fullfilling the needs of the
masses in order to realize the steady and dynamic growth of the
internal market- As to international and economic relations it has
a secondary and limited role in the first stages of development,

The success of self reliance development depends in the first
place on the balance between the main elements, and in occor-
dance with the following order :

1. The success in crystalizing the national identity, i.e. determin-
ing individual and group characteristics politically and cul-
turally.

2. Developing the potential of self command and control in poli-
tical, economic, cultural and societal grounds.

3. The endeavor to expand and diversify activities in economic
and production szctors, and consequently reforming the edu-
calional system.

4.  The clear and identified choice of the ferm and volume of the
co-operation with the other countries to achieve joint interests
with justice and equality.

These basic factors with their pertaining experience and awarness

of political, economic and social dimensions and historcial pattern,
12
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Strategy of Self-Reliance Development

Dr. Saad Goma *

In reviewing the strategy of self-reliance based on dependency
theory, and in proposing a model for it, the research tried to focus
on differences between ideologies, and.methadological principles
on which this, and other strategies, are based. The research em-
shasised that the differences are deep and the gap is wide ; that
one can say without exceeding thai self-reliance development and
the theeries on which it is based are completely opposed to theories
and stratigies of development based on traditional thought.

We may mention here that the points of differences between
them deal with methods of traditional dvelopment strategies to
attain the following :

1. The call on pursuing the policy of import Substitution through
adhering to a strategy of industrializing developing countries
to replace certain imports by similar Jocal production, regard-
less of whether it is in accordance with the actual demand in
the local market, or reflecting the actual needs of the people.

2. The call on pursuing a policy of export diversification by pro-
ducing semi-induslrialized and fully industrialized goods for
exportation regardless of the needs of local market.

This pattern of thought governs development strategies ; at
the same time, it is the point of difference and disagreement with
the strategy which many social scientists are defending and calling
for its application, inspite of the findings achieved by many of them
through scientific analysis of factual circumstances, and through in-
vestigating the reasons of the continious deterioration of the con-
ditions in the third world — which led to realizing the nature of the
unequivalent relation between developing and developed countries ;
even further, ta indeavor to promote these strategies through their

*  Assistant Prof. of Sociology, Cairo Univ.
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an inherited disease. Others see the environment including
natural and ecological factors responsible for it.

A third group thinks that underdevelopment is the autcome
of a foreign dominating force from the outside of the society.

Underdevelopment and development in the studies of the
Egyptian Sociology : An evaluation view :

These studies could be divided into three major divisions :
a) Fragmented and partial studies that did not deal directly
with these topics, rather they aimed at testing the validity of
some theories introduced to our society, b) Empiricial studies
that follow no particular ideclogical direction and try to inves-
tigate the actual reality. Such studies depended extensiveiy
on statistical advanced methods. ¢ Comprehensive studies
with a particular ideclogical direction, They use acomprehen-
sive methodology for analyzing the phenomenon. Most of
these studies had conventional approaches.
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Underdevelopment in Sociology : Ideologleal influence and
objective analysis :

Naturally, some sociological topics are influenced by ideo-
logy. Underdevelopment and ideology are among these
topics. Debates centered pn whether the influence of ideology
on sociology interfered with the required objective analysis.

Actually there is no contradiction at all if ideclogy was

consciously chosen in a way that is congruent with the social
conditions.

Obijective analysis needs to follow a number of variables :
an investigation of the complete frame of underdeveloped
regions of the world ; analysis of the economic structure ;
investigation of the social complexities ; knowledge of the
political system ; analysis of difference among underdeve-
loped societies ; perception of peculiarities of underdevelop-
ment medels ; and finally objective evaluation of development
experiences in the third world countries.

Neo trends in sociology for understanding underdevelopment
and development :

A big number of researchers depended on available theo-
ries on development and underdevelopment to formulate their
ideas with respect to this area. They were divided info two
groups : The first group viewed this issue from a capitalist

- perspective (Bendix) and believed that underdeveloped

societies would ‘never overcome this situation. The other
group (Frank, Jaleé) undertook a realistic analysis of conditions
of underdeveloped societies and concluded that only through
revolution, this situation will be overcome.

Sociology in the third world countries, and the issues of deve-
lopment and undedevelopment.

Classification dealing with causes of underdevelcpment
are numerous. Some view it as subjective emerging from the
individual first, then reflecting on the surrounding environ-
ment until it spreads all aver the society. It is. similar to an
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Underdevelopment and Development in Sociology
A Critica] Analysis

By
Dr. M. EI-LKORDY *
The common grounds that link sociology to underdevelopment

and development invites an investigation of this relationship. The
present research was directed towards finding out the role that
sociology actually played — and still does — regarding underdeve-
‘opment. [t tried to find out whether sociology seeks a solution
to this phenomenon, or not.

In dealing with this issue, six points were raised :

The researcher tried to clearify the histo-geographical perspec-
tive of underdevelopment and development. Naturally,
history was the main source for investigating this point. It
revealed the historical origin of the constitution of underdeve-
loped regions in the world. On the other hand, geography
was represented in some of the theoretical concepts especially
geagraphic determinism which tried to make a correlation
between natural conditions such as : location, geomorphology
and climate, and the degree of underdevelopment or progress.
The histo-geographical analysis of underdevelopment did not
truly express its real content.

A socio-economic analysis of social sciences’ concern with this
issue was undertaken. [t was revealed that economics,
sociology and political science were the social sciences most
acquainted with this issue and most expressive of the major
aspects.  Accordingly, they are held responsible for resolving
it issues.

inspite of these disciplines’ concern with underdevelopment

yet that concern does not proceel in a balanced way. Economics,
tor example, devoted more attention.  This was not done due to
ignorance of the real aspects of the problems, rather it was com-
ritted deliberately and purposely.

3
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