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Characteristics of Ancient Hebrew Poetry
1- Ancieht Hebrew peoetry contains no rime.

Although the first song mentioned above (Ex.X.V.I. et
seq) contains assonance at the ends of the lines, as in
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Hast thou a wife? abominat her not
Hast thou a hated wife? taust not in her.
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“anwehu” and “aromemnhu” (ib. verse 2) such cosonance of
“hu” (him) can not well be avoided in Hebrew because many
pronnouns are affixed to words. Furthermore, rime occurs only
as sporadically in Hebrew poems as in Shakespeare: e. g. in
“thing” and “king” at the end of the second act of “Hamlet”.
There is no poem in the old Testament with a final rime in
every line, although Bellerman (Versuch Uber die metrik der
Hebrder 1813, p. 210) aliudes to an exception, meaning
probably Ps cxxxvi., the rime throughout the poem consists
only in the frequent repetition of the word “hasdo”. H.
Grimme has stated in his article” Durch-gereimte Gedicte im
A. T. (in Bardenlewer’s “Bible Studies” 1901, vi. 1, 2" that
such poems are represented by Ps xiv, iiv., and Sirach
(Ecclus Xlive. — 14 but he regards the consonance of final
consonants as rime, e. g., “oznek” and “abik” Ps. X Lv. 11)
while rime proper demands at least the assonance of the
preceding vowel.
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