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Notes
el gl

FOREWORD . madadi
1. Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Islam in Modern History (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1957), 305.

PREFACE o Jgead!

1. A popular saying goes as follows:
He who knows, and knows that he knows, is a sage; follow him.
He who knows, and knows not that he knows, is asleep; awaken him.
He who knows not, and knows that he knows not, is ignorant; teach him.
He who knows not, and knows not that he knows not, is dangerous; run away
from him.
2. Charles Kimball, When Religion Becomes Evil (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco,
2002).

INTRODUCTION - 4ot

1. To read the full report, log on to http:/ /www.people-press.org (accessed Jan-
uary 23, 2004).

2. Some argue that this arose less as a reaction to religion per se and more in response
to the dominant American Protestant (primarily Baptist and Methodist) views of reli-
gion, which often dominated other religions—particularly, at that time, Catholicism and
Judaism. Some feared that the power possessed by this WASP establishment to promote
its values in realms outside of religion, especially in science and education, was subtly
curtailing freedom of thought. See Michael Ariens and Robert Destro, Religious Liberty
in a Pluralistic Society, 2nd ed. (Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2002).

3. These ideals are all Islamic ones, but what the West achieved was institutionalizing
these ideals through social safety nets such as Social Security, unemployment insurance.
welfare benefits, and so forth.

CHAPTER ONE = J9¥ Juatll

1. Will Herberg, Protestant, Catholic, Jew: An Essay in American Religious Sociology
(Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1960), 40.

2. This debate between human free will and predestination spilled over into a robust
debate between the Prophet Muhammad and his skeptical contemporaries, who argued
that God had determined them to be disbelievers, and they were therefore merely re-
flecting the divine will. See Feisal Abdul Raut, Islam, a Search for Meaning (Costa Mesa,
CA: Mazda Publishers, 1995), 53ff.
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3. This in fact constitutes the core ideas of all divinely revealed religion, but we shall
limit our focus in this book to the three known as the Abrahamic religions.

4. An important note to the non-Muslim reader: when a Muslim says, “The Quran
states,” it is taken to be equal to “God states” and therefore is part of a Muslim’s belief.

5. The expression “the nature of God” (fitrat allah) holds two meanings: “God’s na-
ture” as well as “the nature that God made,” upon which God created humanity (that is,
God created humanity in the divine image). See Rauf, Islam: A Search for Meaning.

6. This idea is the basis of one of the great pieces of Islamic literature, the story of
Hayy Ibn Yaqzan (literally, the Alive Son of the Aware), authored by Ibn Tufayl, who
lived in Spain in the twelfth century. Hayy, raised by himself on a tropical island, comes
to the realization of God on his own as the result of his own thinking process. In a sense
his story recapitulates the Abrahamic search for God. See Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yagzan: A
Philosophical Tale, trans. Lenn Evan Goodman (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1972).

7. The jinn (from which the English word genie comes) are beings created, according
to the Quran, from smokeless fire, as humans are from clay and angels from light. They
are capable of salvation or punishment like humans.

8. Quoted from Rabbi Jack Bemporad, “The Pontifical Biblical Document, The Jewish
People and the Sacred Scriptures in the New Testament: A Jewish Perspective,” Bulletin
Centro Pro Unione, no. 63 (Spring 2003): 3-7.

9. “A woman got separated from her child and when she found it again, she pressed
the child to her chest and breastfed it. The Prophet asked his companions, ‘Could you
imagine this woman throwing her child into the fire?” We said, ‘No, by God! She could
not bear to do such a thing!” The Prophet replied, ‘Indeed, God is more merciful to his
servants than this mother to her child’”; Muslim, Sahih, “Kitab al-Tawbah,” chapter
titled “The Extent of Allah’s Mercy Is Wider Than His Wrath,” hadith no. 4947.

10. This is the universal definition of the word Islam. Anyone who believes in the one-
ness of God and submits to a relationship to the one God as creature to Creator is
thereby Muslim.

11. The story of Hargar’s discovery of the well of Zanzamis mentioned in Genesis
21:19 of the Bible.

12. Bukhari, Kitab al-Iman, hadith no. 12.

13. The term used is shara’a, meaning “to ordain,” thus implying that the fundamental
religious laws established by the Prophet Muhammad are in keeping with the laws of
Moses and Jesus, all of which flow out of the Abrahamic ethic.

CHAPTER TWO - (AL Jualll

1. One reason Muslims view themselves as having a special kinship with Jews and
Christians is that they believe Muhammad is the Gentile (another interpretation of the
word unlettered) Prophet, foretold in both the Old and New Testaments. John 1:19-21
speaks of Jews sending priests and Levites from Jerusalem to interrogate Jesus: “Who art
thou?” (John 1:19) They kept probing: “Art thou Elias? . . . Art thou that Prophet?” (John
1:21, see also 1:25). Muslims believe the expression that Prophet is a New Testament refer-
ence to the Old Testament mention of the expected Prophet Muhammad. That Old Testa-
ment reference has Moses declaring, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken. . . . Twill
raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words
in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him” (Deuteronomy
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18:15, 18). Whereas Muslims regard Jesus as the Messiah, Muslims regard Muhammad as
that prophet “like unto Moses,” for Muhammad came with new legislation and did not
teach except what he was taught by God.

2. As translated by the American master calligrapher Muhammad Zakariya. See
http://www.zakariya.net (accessed February 5, 2004).

3. Muslim, Sahih, vol. 1, hadith no. 1.

4. Muslim, Sahih, “Kitab al-Iman,” hadith no. 9.

5. In Judaism, the emphasis is on orthopraxy, and there is much greater flexibility in
one’s specific beliefs. A Jew may or may not believe, for instance, in a heaven or a hell, an
afterlife, or a day of judgment, yet if he or she observes the Sabbath, the rules of circum-
cision, the Jewish holidays, and so forth, he or she is generally considered to be an ob-
servant Jew. In the Christian faith, the emphasis is on orthodoxy: as long as one believes
that Jesus Christ is the savior, one is generally accepted as a Christian. Muslims are dou-
bly bound, having both an orthodoxy, which must be believed in, and an orthopraxy,
which must be practiced, if one is to be deemed an observant and practicing Muslim.

6. The story of Mary is beautifully told in the Quran 19:17ff., where God states that
Jesus was conceived without a human father. Muslims therefore believe in the virgin
birth of Jesus.

7. Quran 16:36 asserts, “And certainly We raised in every nation a messenger, saying:
Serve God and shun the devil.”

8. This verse differentiates between those who outwardly practice religion without
any inner content of faith and belief, which defines one way the term muslim has been
used, from the mu’min, believers whose inner spirituality is alive and whose ethics ful-
fill the Prophet’s teaching that “no one is a believer (mu’'min) until he loves for his
brother what he loves for himself.” What is noteworthy is that in addressing the
Prophet’s followers, the Quran always uses the phrasing ya ayyuha-lladhina amanu (“O
you believers” or “O you who have believed”), never ya ayyuha-lladhina aslamu (“O you
Muslims” or “O you who have submitted”). This almost suggests that the Quran is a
book addressed more to believers (mu'mins) and less to those merely concerned with
calling themselves by the label muslim—that is, to those concerned with the substance
and reality of authentic faith rather than with the nomenclature and outer expressions
of faith.

9. This is verse 2:255 of the Quran. It reads: “God! There is no god but He, the Live,
the Self-Subsisting. Slumber and sleep do not touch Him. Who shall intercede with Him
except by His Permission? Knowing what is before and behind them [that is, all of hu-
manity], while they [humanity] do not embrace a jot of His knowledge except by His
choice. His Throne [that is, power and dominion] extends [all through] the heavens and
earth; and sustaining them tires Him not. And He is the Exalted, the Mighty.” Accord-
ing to hadiths of the Prophet, reciting this verse protects the individual from evil.

10. The idea in Western universities of a “chair” of philosophy, for example, came from
this image of the master seated on a chair, lecturing to his group of students.

11. For more on this, see Maurice Bucaille, The Bible, the Qur’an, and Science (Indi-
anapolis: American Trust Publications, 1978).

12. Muslim, Sahih, hadith no. 6251.
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