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‘50 here I am, in the middle way, having had twenty years ( \)
Twenty years largely wasted, the years of l'entre deux guerres

Trying to leam to use words, and every attempt

Is a wholly new start, and a diflerent kind of failure

Becawse onr has only learnt to get the better of words

For the thing ore np longer has to say, or the way in wbick

One is no longer disposed to say it. And so each venture

Is a begioning, a raid on the inarticulate.”

T.S. Eliot, “East Coker”, Faur Quarizls, London, 1952, pp. 21-22.
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“Burnt Norton™ (1)
Gloucestershire {v)
"‘East Coker” (r)
Semerserhire (¢)
“The Dy Salvages” (o)
“Little Gidding” (1)
‘Huntingdonshire (v)

Wichalas Ferrar ( A)
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“Time present and time past ( 1)
Arc both perhaps present in time future,

And time future contained in time past.”

T.S. Eliot, “Bumt Nerton,” Foar Quartts, ibid., p. 7.

“Faotllls echo in the memory (r)
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Down the pamage which we did not take
Towards the deoor we never opened

Ioto the rese - garden. My words ccho

Thus in your mind”.

Ibid.,

“Sp we moved, .... (\)
Along the empty alley, into the box circde,

To look down into the drained poal.

Dry the pool, dry concrete, brown edged,

And the pool was filled with water out of sunlight,
And the lotes rose, quictly, quictly,

T ¢ surface glittered out of heart of light."

Ibid. .P.8
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“I caa only say, there we bhave been : but I cannot say where. (y)
And I cannot say, how long, for that is to place it in time.

The inner freedom from, the practical desire,

The release fiom action and suffering, release from the lnuer

And the outer compulsion, yet surrgunded

By a prace of sense, a white light still and moving,

Erhebung without motion, concentration

Without climination, beth 2 new world

And the old made explicit.”

Ibid., p. .
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“Time and the bell have buried the day,

The black cloud carries the sun away.

Will the sunflower turn to w, will the clematis (1)
Stray down, bend to us; tendril and spray

Clut¢h and cling 7

Thid.. p. 11.
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“Keeping time, (yv)
Keeping the rhythm in their dancing

As in their living in the living seasons

The time of the scasons and the constellations

The time of milking and the time of harwest

The time of the coupling of man and woman

And that of beasts - Feet rising and falling.

Eating and drinking. Dung and death.”

Ibid., “East Coker,” p. 16, -
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“And we all go with them, into the silent funera!™ ( 3 )
Ibid,, p. ig.
“1 said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope ( )

For hopr would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love
For love would e love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith
But the faith and the Iove and the hope are all in the waiting.
Wait without thought, for you arc not rcady for thought :

So the darkness shall be the light, and the stilloess the dancing”
Ibid.
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“As we grow clder (v)
The world becomes stranger, the pattern more complicated

Of dead and living. Not the intense moment

Isolated, with no before and aficr,

But a lifetime burning in every moment

And not the lifetime of one man only

But of old stones that cannot be deciphered.”

Ibid., p. 22.
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“Leve is most nearly itseli (1)
When here and now cease to matter.

Old men ought to be explarers

Here and there does not matter

We must be still and still moving

[uto another intensity

For & further union, a deeper communion

Through the dark cold and the empry desolation,

The wave oy, the wind cry, the vast waters

Of the petrcl and the porpoise. [n my end is my beginning.”
Ibid., pp. 2z-2% 7
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“The river is within us, the sea is all about us; (T)
The gea is land’s edpe also, the granite
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Inte which it recaches, the beaches where it tosses
Is hints of earlier and other creation.

Ibid, “TLe Dry salvages,” p. 25.

“ThLe rolling bell (v)
Measures time not our time, rung by the unhurried
Ground swell, a time

Older than the time of chronometers, clder

Than time counted by anxious worried women
Lying awake, calculating the future,

Trying to unweave, unwind, unravel

And piece together the past and the future.”

Ibid., p. 26.
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“There is no end af it, the voiceless wailing, (1 )
No end to the withering of withered flowers,

To the movement of pain that is painless and motionless,

To the drift of the sea and the drifling wreckage,

The bone’s prayer to Death jtx God.”

Ibid., p. 28.
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“We had the experience but missed the meaning, (1)
And approach to the meaning restores the experience

In a different form. beyond any mcaning

We can assign to happiness.

Ihid.
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‘I somelimes wondev if that is what Krishna meant ( \)
Among ather things — or one way of putting the same thing :

That the fnture is a faded song, ....

And the way up is the way down, the way forward is the way back.

You cannot face it steadily, but this thing is sure,

That time 13 no healer : the patient is no longer here.

When the train starts, and the pasengers are settled
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Te fuit, periodicals and business letters

(And those who saw them off have lefl the platform)
Their faces relax - from gricf into relief,

To the slkepy rhython of a hundred hours.

Fare forward, travellenm !

Ihid.

“Bhagavad - Gita” (r

Vishnu ( 1

Prince Arjuna (r

Disinterested actions ( t

Nirvana ( 9
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“Men's curiosity searches past and future (1)
And clings to that dimemsion. But to apprehend

The point of intersection of the timeles

With time, is an occupation f[or the saint —

No occupation either, but spmething given

Aad taken, in a lifetime’s death in love,

Ardeur and selfiesness and sellsrrrender.”

Ihid, p. s2.
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““The distraction fit, lost in a shaflt of sunlight, ( 3 )
The wild thyme unseen, or the winter lightning

Or the waterfall, or music hcard so deeply

That it is not heard at all, but you are the music

While the music lasts, These are only hinls and guesses,

Hints followed by guesses; and the rest

Is prayer, ohservance, discipline, thought ard action.”

Ibid., p. 33.
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“If you come this way, ) ( 1 ]
Taking any route, starting from anywhere,

At any time or at any scason,

It would always be the same : you would have to put off
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Sense and uotion.  You ore 1ot herc to verily,

Instruct yoursclf, or inform curiosity

Or carty report.  Yon are here to kneel

Where prayer has been valid. And prayer is more

‘Than an order of words, the conscious occupatinn

Of the praying maind, or the sound of the voice praying.

And what the dead had no speech for, when living,

They can foll you, being dead : the communication

Of the dead is tongued with fire beyond the language of the living.™
Ibid.. “Littte Gidding.” p. 3b.
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Brunetto ( 1 )
“Since our concern was speech, and speech impelled us (1)
To purify the dialect of the tribe
And urge the mind to aftersight and foresight,
T.et me disclose the gifis reserved for age
To set a crown upen your lifetime’s eflort.”

Thid., p. 39.
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+ “What we call the beginning is often the end ( \)
! And to make an end is to make a beginning,

| The end is swhere we start from. And every phrase

{ And sentence that is right (where every word is at home,

i'I‘aking its place o support the others ...

i The complete consort dancing together)

%Ewry phrase and cvery sentence is an end and a beginning,
iEvery poem an epitaph.”

?‘r'[bid., PP. 42-4%.
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*¢And 1 Tircsias have fores:fered all; (\)
Enacterd ¢m this same divan or bed.)”
Ybid., **The Fire- Scrmon,” The Waste Aand, p. 0.
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“Tiresias, although a mere spectawr and nnt indeed a ‘character’, is yet ( \ )
the ot important personage in the poem, uniting all the rest. Just as the onc-cyed
merchant, seller of currants, mells into the Phwnicien Sailgr, and the latter is oot
wholly distinet from Fedinand Prince of Naples, so all the women are one woman,
and the two sexes meet in Tiresias. What Tircsias sres, in fact, is the tulwance of the
m.u

Ibid., *Notex on the Wasic [and,” p. 8o.
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“That there is a relation (not necessarily noctic, perhaps mercly (\)
psychological) between mysticism and some kinds  of poetry, or some of the Im(ls
al state in which poetry is produced, I make no doubt.”
lbid, The Use of Foetry and the Use of Criticism. London. 1943 -— Reprinted 1950,

PP. 139-40.





