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it must be realized that a subject like general
linguistics similar to other subjects of systematic
study is not static viewpoints may change or
receive different degrees of emphasis in the course
of years no book can honestly pretend to deal with
the subject in a way that will both be accepted in
all respects by every recognized scholar in the
field and remain unaltered for all time in this book
some account 1s taken of major unresolved
controversies and the reader must be prepared for

others to arise
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It must be relaized that a subject like general linguistics, in common
with most other subjects of systematic study, is not static. Viewpoints,
including some of quite fundamental importance, may change or receive
different degrees of emphasis in the course of years. No book can
honestly pretend to deal with the subject in a way that will both be
accepted in all respects by every recognized scholar in the field and remain
unaltered for all time. In this book, some account is taken of major
unresolved controversies, and the reader must be prepared for others to

arise.
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