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1- A Dictionary of Theological Terms

Anabaptist (from Greek ‘to baptize again’)

The Anabaptists ‘baptized again’ by immersion believers who had
been baptized as infants. They arose in Germany and other Euro-
pean countries after the Reformation. Because of certain theological
errors and moral practices they had a poor reputation at first, but in
the mid-sixteenth century an Anabaptist leader, Menno Simons, led
them into more *evangelical beliefs and practices. The present day
American Mennonites claim to hold the same theological views as
Menno Simons.

Anglicans

The word ‘Anglican’ comes from the same root as the word
‘English’. Anglicanism refers to the doctrine and church govemn-
ment of the Church of England. An Anglican is a member of the
Church of England. In Scotland and America the word ‘Episcopa-
lian’ denotes the Anglican denomination.

‘Episcopalian’ comes from the Greek ‘episkopos’ — one who
oversees a congregation. The word is translated ‘bishop’ in the
Authorised Version. The chief figure in the Anglican communion is
the Primate (i.e. first man), the Archbishop, with bishops exercising
authority over local Anglican congregations in cities and towns (for
example, the Bishop of London). A vicar (Latin ‘vicarius’, a
substitute) is the incumbent or occupier of a particular Anglican
parish, an area having its own church. The parishioners are the
people of that particular area. A curate, who has the ‘cure’ or care
of souls, assists the vicar.

Other Anglican personnel include —

Archdeacon — one who administers authority under a bishop.
Canon — a member of a cathedral staff (a prebendary).

Dean — the head of a cathedral church, immediately under a bishop.
Rural Dean — head of a group of parishes.

The 39 articles are the official doctrinal standard of the Anglican
Church. All clergy — i.e. those ordained to serve in the Anglican
Church — are required to subscribe to these. The Anglican Church
practises baptism of infants, followed by the confirmation of the
person in question at a later date (usually during teenage years). By
confirmation the candidate is admitted to the Anglican Church, and
has the right to partake of the bread and wine at the communion
service.

Stemming from the events of the Reformation (Henry VIII's
breakaway from the Church of Rome) and the later Elizabethan
Settlement, the Anglican Church has always been under the author-
ity of the State. Archbishops and bishops are appointed by the
Queen. Another term is ‘the Established Church’.
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Baptism (Greek ‘baptisma’ — baptism)

The act of washing in water, showing publicly that people have
entered spiritually into the Christian *church, i.e. God has made
them his own people, has brought them to believe in Jesus Christ as
their Saviour. Christ was baptized in order to show his union with
his people (Matt. 3:13-15) and commanded that people should be
baptized when they believed the gospel. Baptism was to be in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost (Matt. 28:19),
though Acts 19:5 speaks of baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus
only.

Calvinism / Calvinist

John Calvin was born in France in 1509. He was one of the foremost
of the Reformers.

Calvin taught no new doctrines. He simply put into *systematic
form (in his book ‘The Institutes of the Christian Religion’) the
whole range of the doctrines of the Scriptures.

A Calvinist believes all that the Bible teaches about God and the
human race. Calvinism emphasises the *sovereignty of God and the
sinful nature of mankind because the Bible teaches these doctrines.

Hyper-Calvinism is a logical but not a biblical conclusion of
Calvinism. Hyper-Calvinism teaches that because God has chosen
a people for himself, there is no need to *preach the gospel to the
unconverted. But the Bible teaches that God’s people must preach
the gospel everywhere and Calvin taught this emphatically. He
taught that people have the responsibility to believe on Jesus Christ,
though God the Holy Spirit must give them the ability to do so.

Charismatic (Greek ‘charisma’, plural ‘charismata’ — spiritual
gifts)

The charismata are given by the ‘charis’ (*grace) of God. Rom.
5:15; 6:23 say that salvation is a charisma. 1 Cor. 7:7 says that the
married man has the ‘charisma’ of being married, and the unmarried
man has the ‘charisma’ of being unmarried. All Christians are
therefore ‘charismatic’ simply because they are Christians, before
we even begin to speak about more specific spiritual gifts. 1 Cor. 12
is about the charismata. [t mentions a variety of such gifts given by
God to believers for the purpose of building up the *church. All
believers have one gift or more. See also 1 Peter 4:10.
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In view of the wide use of the word ‘charisma’ in the New
Testament and the fact that all believers are charismatic, it is
unfortunate that the modern so-called charismatic movement limits
the ‘charismata’ to those mentioned in 1 Cor. 12 and particularly to
healing, tongues and prophecy. Scripture teaches that there are
many more gifts than these.

Fundamentalism

In the 1920s some American Christians defended in writing the
fundamentals (the foundation truths) of the Christian faith. The term
fundamentalist came to be synonymous with *conservative *evan-
gelical, and fundamentalism synonymous with a conservative view
of Scripture. The word is not so much used now in British theology.

Liberalism (Latin ‘liber’ — free)

Liberalism grew up in Germany in the nineteenth century and
spread to England. The theory of evolution helped liberalism
because if mankind has evolved physically, they are evolving
morally also. All that is needed is to improve their outward circum-
stances in order to help their moral ‘climb’. In this way the ‘social
gospel’ came into being. The first world war (1914-1918) did much
to destroy this optimistic view of mankind.

Liturgy

The noun with its adjective, liturgical, usually refers to a service of
worship which has set forms, e.g. the Church of England Prayer
Book Service.

The word comes from two Greek words meaning ‘the work of the
people’. It was originally a secular word, used of public service to
the state. Then it came to have the religious usage of ‘service to the
gods’, and lastly acquired its Christian meaning.

Liturgiology is the study of liturgies.
Note: Greek ‘leitourgia’ can mean either worship or service. So our

worship of God is not only our verbal praises, but we worship him
through our service for him.
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Lutheranism

Martin Luther was born in 1483 in Germany. As a monk in the
Roman Catholic Church, he read, ‘The just shall live by *faith’
(Rom. 1:17), and these words became the foundation truth of the
Reformation, in contrast to the Roman Catholic teaching that one
becomes just by doing good works.

Lutheranism is summed up in three ways:
1. ‘sola (Latin ‘solus’ — only) scriptura’: Scripture alone.

Scripture alone is the source and authority for Christian belief and
practice.

2. ‘sola gratia’: by *grace alone.

The grace of God alone is the source of salvation. There is no way
in which anyone can earn salvation.

3. ‘sola fide’: through *faith alone.

Faith alone is the instrument by which a person comes to God
through Jesus Christ.

On the Lord’s supper, Luther taught a doctrine of
*consubstantiation.

Millennium (Latin ‘mille’ — a thousand)

The word millennium comes from the references to a thousand years
in Rev. 20:1-10. Millennialism is the teaching concerning the
millennium. Several views are held on this subject:

Pre-millennialism teaches that Christ will return before the
millennium and set up his kingdom of peace and *righteousness on
earth for a thousand years.

Post-millennialism teaches that Christ will return after the mil-
lennium. The millennium will be a golden age when the world will
be becoming gradually better through the *preaching of the gospel.

A-millennialism. The word with its negative letter ‘A-’ seems to
say that there is no millennium. A-millennialism does not say this.
It says that the millennium is not a literal thousand years period.

A-millennialism denies pre-millennialism because the last judg-
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ment and the *eternal state follow immediately on the second
coming of Christ (Matt. 24:30-25:46; 2 Thess. 1:6-10).
A-millennialism denies post-millennialism because the Bible
does not teach that the world will become better before the return of
Christ (Luke 18:8).
The A-millennialist teaches that the thousand years of Rev. 20:1-
10 are a symbol, a picture, just as the other numbers in Revelation
are a symbol. The number one thousand represents completeness,
i.e. the whole period between the first and second comings of Christ.
So:
a. Satan bound for one thousand years means that Satan is bound in
such a way that he cannot harm the people of God.

b. The saints reigning for one thousand years means that they reign
with Christ now. They are already sitting with him ‘in heavenly
places’ (Eph. 2:6).

The term ‘chiliasm’ is sometimes used instead of millennialism. It
comes from the Greek ‘chilias’ — thousand.

Pentecostal

The adjective takes its name from Pentecost (Acts 2) when the Holy
Spirit was poured out on the *church. Itis applied now to a particular
denomination whose churches emphasise the baptism in the Holy
Spirit as a separate experience from conversion. Most Pentecostal
churches also teach that the gift of speaking in tongues is an
evidence of being baptized in the Spirit. The word Pentecostal is
often used to describe the alleged experience itself, as in ‘the
Pentecostal experience’, ‘the Pentecostal blessing’.
Pentecostalism as a denomination originated at the beginning of
the twentieth century. It is now to be found all over the world, with
rapidly growing congregations, particularly in South America.

Predestination

The biblical teaching that God has planned beforehand, foreor-
dained, everything thatis to happen in his world. He is not, however,
the author of sin, nor are people merely machines.

The Westminster Confession says: ‘God from all eternity did by
the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so as thereby
neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of
the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes
taken away, but rather established.’
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Presbyterians

The Greek word ‘presbyteros’ is translated ‘elder’ in the New
Testament. A comparison of Acts 20:17 with v. 28 shows that the
elders of v. 17 are called “episkopoi’ (overseers) in v. 28, to shepherd
or pastor the church. Titus 1:5+7 shows a similar identification of
elder and bishop.

The Presbyterian Church is governed by elders all of equal rank,
i.e. it does not recognise a bishop. The Moderator presides over a
presbytery, a group of presbyters, i.e. a synod (council) or General
Assembly. He is primus inter pares, the first among equals.

Under John Knox (1513-72) the Presbyterian form of church
government was introduced into Scotland.

The Westminster Confession of 1648 is the official doctrinal
standard of the Presbyterian Church. Like the Anglicans, Presbyte-
rians practise infant baptism.

Puritan

One who wishes to keep the *church pure. The name was a
nickname given by their enemies to those who, in the reign of
Elizabeth I (AD1558-1603), were not satisfied that the reformation
of the church had gone far enough.

At this early stage the Puritans did not separate from the Angli-
can Church, but in the seventeenth century denominations inde-
pendent of that Church grew up and the word Puritan was given both
to members of those denominations and to members of the Anglican
Church who believed in the *sovereignty of God in salvation and
practised purity in daily life.

The Puritan movement produced several theologians of a high
calibre (e.g. John Owen, Richard Baxter, Richard Sibbes). The
Presbyterian Westminster Confession (1648) is a product of Puritan
theology.

Second coming of Christ

The actual English phrase is not in Scripture, though the New
Testament clearly teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ will return to
the earth.

Several Greek words are used to describe Christ’s return.
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1. ‘Parousia’ — presence, with an arrival preceding.

Phil. 1:26 et al.
2. ‘Epiphaneia’ — a public appearing. 2 Tim. 4:1.
3. *Apocalypsis’ — an unveiling. 2 Thess. 1:7.

John uses the verb ‘phaneroo’ — to manifest (same root word as in
‘epiphaneia’): ‘when he shall be manifested’ (1 John 2:28). Heb.
9:28 has the simple verb ‘horao’ — to see: ‘he shall be seen’.

Christ will come to gather his saints, dead and living, to himself
(1 Thess. 4:13-18), to judge unbelievers (2 Thess. 2:8-10) and to set
up a reign of *righteousness (2 Peter 3:10-13).

Theodicy (Greek ‘theos’ — god, and ‘dike’ — justice)

When philosophers or theologians attempt to show that God is just
even though there is so much evil in the world, their work is a
theodicy (a justification) of the ways of God. The word was first
used by Leibnitz in the eighteenth century.
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2- The Hodder Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms

advent Literally meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’, this term
refers to the coming of Jesus Christ to earth to provide
*salvation by his life, death, resurrection and ascension.

Christians now anticipate a second advent when Christ
will return to earth in bodily form to receive the church
and to judge the nations. The term Advent also refers to a
season of the church year during which the church
prepares to commemorate Christ’s first coming to earth
(Christmas). The Advent season encompasses the four
Sundays prior to Christmas Day. See also parousia.

Anabaptist A general term referring to several varied
movements coming out of the Protestant Reformation in
the sixteenth century, often referred to as the Radical
Reformation. Anabaptists rejected infant baptism as
practised in the Lutheran and Reformed churches. Fur-
thermore, Anabaptists believed that these churches either
had been corrupted or had not separated themselves fully
from what the Anabaptists considered to be errors of the
Roman Catholic Church. Anabaptists therefore urged
their followers to be baptised as conscious disciples of
Christ. Significant Anabaptists include Menno Simons
and Jacob Hutter. See also Mennonites.

Anglican, Anglicanism Anglicanism began in seventeenth-
century England as part of the English Reformation and
continues as the state church of England. Anglicanism was
formed out of the theology of *Protestantism, especially
*Calvinism, but maintained a strong affinity to the
worship and structure of the Roman Catholic Church.
Common to all of Anglicanism is its use of the *Book of
Common Prayer in worship. It declares the central
Anglican principle: ‘The rule of prayer is the rule of belief’.

baptism The practice of sprinkling with, pouring on or
immersing in water as an act of Christian initiation and
obedience to Christ's own command. Baptism as a
Christian *ordinance or *sacrament is nearly universal in
application throughout the Christian church, although
there is great diversity in whether it is applied solely to
those who consciously exercise faith in Christ (believer’s
baptism) or whether it is also to be extended to the infants
of Christian parents (infant baptism, or *pedobaptism).

Calvinism, John Calvin The theological system of thought
stemming from the work of one of the Reformation’s
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greatest theologians and biblical scholars, John Calvin
(1509-1564). Central to Calvin's thought, especially as
seen in his Institutes of the Christian Religion, was the *sov-
ereignty of God. Calvinism became a historical
development of Calvin's thought as laid out in the Insti-
tutes. The *Synod of Dort (1618-1619) set forth what has
become the standard summary of the major tenets of
Calvinism. These are captured in the acronym TULIP
(total “depravity, unconditional ‘election, *limited
atonement, "irresistible grace and the *perseverance of the
saints). See also Arminianism, Arminius.

charismatic, charismatic movement Charismatic literally
means having to do with the charismata, or ‘gifts’, of the
Holy Spirit as delineated in several Pauline texts. In a
general sense anyone who is part of the body of Christ, the
church, and who exercises any gift of the Spirit may be said
to be charismatic. However, in the mid-twentieth-century
a movement arose that emphasised the practice of the
‘sign’ gifts (such as speaking in tongues, healing and
miracles) and an emphasis on the ‘baptism of the Spirit’ as
an experience subsequent to *conversion. Although the
charismatic movement began in a mainline Protestant
context, it quickly became an interdenominational phe-
nomenon affecting nearly all branches of Christianity,
including Roman Catholicism and to a lesser extent
*Eastern Orthodoxy.

congregationalism A system of church government that
assumes that Christ’s authority comes directly to the local
congregation. As a result, decisions in matters of faith and
practice arise primarily if not solely out of the local con-
gregation’s corporate reading of Scripture. Today most
congregationalism is ‘"democratic’ in the sense that the will
of the majority of the people in the congregation consti-
tutes what the local church believes and practices, and
determines who should serve as its leaders.

dispensationalism A system of theology popularised
mainly in twentieth-century North America, especially
through the influence of the Scofield Reference Bible. The
dispensationalism delineated by Scofield suggested that
God works with humans in distinct ways (dispensations)
through history; that God has a distinct plan for Israel over
against the church; that the Bible, especially predictive
prophecy, needs to be interpreted literally; that the church
will be secretly “raptured from earth seven years prior to
Christ’s second coming; and that Christ will rule with
Israel during a literal thousand-year earthly reign. Con-
temporary, or progressive, dispensationalism remains
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thoroughly *premillennial but rejects the *ontological dis-
tinction between Israel and the church as two peoples of
God, seeing them instead as two salvation-historical
embodiments of a single people.

episcopacy, episcopal A form of church government in
which the chief oversight of the church is entrusted to
bishops, while presbyters, *deacons or priests minister
more specifically within local congregations. Episcopal
government is hierarchical, with a college of bishops or a
head bishop exercising highest authority. Roman Catholic,
*Eastern Orthodox and *Anglican churches represent
major forms of episcopacy. The head bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church is the pope of Rome; of the Eastern
Orthodox Church, the patriarchate of Constantinople; and
of the Anglican Church, the group of bishops headed by
the archbishop of Canterbury.

evangelical, evangelicalism, neo-evangelicalism A set of
terms arising out of the Greek word euangelion, ‘good
news’, or ‘gospel’. In its most general sense evangelical
means being characterised by a concern for the essential
core of the Christian message, which proclaims the possi-
bility of *salvation through the person and work of Jesus
Christ. More specifically, evangelicalism has been used to
refer to the transdenominational and international
movement that emphasises the need to experience
personal *conversion through belief in Christ and his work
on the cross, and a commitment to the authority of
Scripture as the infallible guide for Christian faith and
practice. Neo-evangelicalism is the classification given par-
ticularly to a movement of North American Christians that
arose initially in the 1940s. Neo-evangelicals were initially
interested in proclaiming not only the personal but also
the social dimensions of the gospel, such as the need to
work for justice for those who are socially oppressed as
well as to offer care and relief to those who suffer physi-
cally.

fundamentalism, fundamentalist-modernist debate A
movement in North America during the early part of the
twentieth century that attempted to maintain a firm com-
mitment to certain ‘fundamentals’ of the Christian faith.
Fundamentalism was a direct reaction to the increasing
influence of “*liberal’ or ‘*modernist’ forms of Christianity
that were becoming increasingly popular within
American Protestant seminaries and churches. The funda-
mentalist-modernist debate pitted modernists, who
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tended to reject the supernatural elements of the biblical
witness, against fundamentalists, who emphasised the
historicity of the miraculous events recorded in Scripture,
including the *virgin birth and the *resurrection, as well as
belief in the second coming of Christ.

Holiness Movement A movement among certain Protestant
churches during the mid-1800s following in the tradition
of John *Wesley. These churches emphasised Wesley’s
doctrine of ‘entire *sanctification’, that is, that a Christian’s
life of purity takes place in two stages: through initial sanc-
tification at *conversion and through a second event of
sanctification later in the Christian’s life (often called ‘the
second blessing’ or ‘entire sanctification’) during which
the Christian is freed from the bonds of the sinful nature,
even though the believer continues to live in an imperfect
body and an imperfect world.

liberalism A movement in nineteenth- and twentieth-
century ‘Protestant circles that builds from the
assumption that Christianity is reconcilable with the
positive human aspirations, including the quest for
autonomy. Liberalism desires to adapt religion to modern
thought and culture. Consequently, it views divine love as
realised primarily, if not totally, in love of one’s neighbour
and the *kingdom of God as a present reality found espe-
cially within an ethically transformed society. One of the
significant early liberal theologians was Albrecht *Ritschl.
See also postliberalism.

Lutheranism The theological and ecclesiastical tradition
based on the teachings of Martin Luther (1483-1546), who
is credited with launching the *Reformation in Germany.
Luther’s ‘tower experience’ convinced him that the
essence of the gospel is that *justification comes only by
the gift of God’s grace appropriated by faith (see sola gratia;
sola fide). According to Luther, God declares the sinner
righteous through Jesus’ death rather than through
human merit or works. Faith entails trust in and accep-
tance of God’s gift of *salvation through the ‘merits’ of
Christ.

Methodism Originally a system of faith and practice estab-
lished by John and Charles *Wesley and their followers in
the eighteenth century. This evangelistic, revivalist
movement expanded throughout Britain, the United
States and other parts of the world. In early Methodism
converts were incorporated into highly disciplined bands
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or societies that emphasised corporate confession, prayer,
service and personal holiness. Modern Methodism reflects
a strong commitment to practical social involvement. See
Wesleyanism.

millennium, millennialism Arising from the Latin word
for ‘thousand’, the millennium refers to the thousand-year
reign of Christ mentioned in Revelation 20:1-8. There are
basically three understandings as to what this text
teaches: *premillennialism, *postmillennialism and
*amillennialism. In contrast to amillennialists, who do not
see the millennium as a specific period of history, both
post- and premillennialists are technically millennialists
in that both anticipate that the millennium will occur at
some future time (or arrived in the recent past). Millenni-
alism also goes by the term chiliasm, arising out of the
biblical Greek word chilias, meaning ‘one thousand’. In
contemporary theology, chiliasm is often used in the
narrower sense of referring to belief in the premillennial
return of Christ.

postmillennialism The view that Christ’s second coming
will follow the *millennium; that is, his return is postmil-
lennial. Postmillennialists assert that the millennium will
come by the spiritual and moral influence of Christian
preaching and teaching in the world. This will result in
increased *conversions, a more important role of the
church in the world, earthly prosperity, the resolution of
social ills and a general adoption of Christian values. Evil
will diminish until the time of Christ’s second coming,
which will mark as well the *resurrection of the dead and
the last *judgment.

predestination The sovereign determination and fore-
knowledge of God. Some theologians connect divine
predestination with the central events of *salvation
history, especially the death of Jesus as foreordained by
God. In *Calvinist theology the doctrine of predestination
more specifically holds that God has from all eterni
chosen specific people to bring into eternal communion
with himself. Some Calvinists add that God has also pre-

destined (or ordained) the rest of humankind for
*damnation.

Puritanism A reform movement that originally sought to
‘purify’ the Church of England after the English Reforma-
tion. Eventually Puritanism focused on purification of
both individuals and society through the reform of church
and state according to biblical principles. The Puritans
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held to a *covenantal theology and the conviction that
Scripture was authoritative for personal behaviour and
church organisation.

rapture From the Latin rapio (caught up), the belief that the
church will be caught up (Greek harpazo, 1 Thess 4:17) and
united with Christ at his second coming. One point of con-
tention among theologians is the time of the rapture,
especially in relation to the great *tribulation period asso-
ciated with the end of the age. The views regarding the
related timing of these events lead to the designations
pre-, mid- and posttribulationists for the views that the
rapture occurs prior to, during or at the end of the tribula-
tion. Some theologians view the rapture as a biblical image
referring to the church’s greeting the returning Christ.

sola scriptura Latin for ‘Scripture only’, the Lutheran,
*Reformation principle that Scripture — not Scripture plus
church tradition - is the source of Christian revelation. As
a result, Scripture is to rule as God’s word in the church,
unencumbered by papal and ecclesiastical *magisterium
(*dogma) and unrivalled by the supposed additional rev-
elation that comes through church tradition.

Tradition, traditionalism Among the early Christian
fathers, tradition (meaning something ‘handed over’)
meant the revelation of God mzde known to people
through the prophets and apostles. Eventually the term
came to mean the Scripture and *creeds, and still later it
included the accumulated explanations of the faith and
wisdom of the church though history. In reaction to eigh-
teenth-century rationalism, certain nineteenth-century
Roman Catholic thinkers upheld the idea that knowledge
of God could only be attained through faith in revealed,
unbroken and infallible tradition (traditionalism) as
opposed to such means as natural theology and human
reason.

Unitarianism Also referred to as antitrinitarianism, Unitari-
anism'’s roots are the *Arian denial of the doctrine of the
*Trinity (thus asserting that the Father begat the Son at a
point in time so that the Son is not eternal). Modern,
humanistic Unitarianism reflects the influences of the
“Enlightenment and nineteenth-century transcendental-
ism in its further rejection of the authority of Scripture and
of the supernatural. Modern Unitarians generally speak of
Jesus as an ethical ideal, a great moral teacher or even a
messenger from God. But in Unitarian thought Jesus
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cannot be the eternal Son of the eternal Father, because
God is one, not three persons.

Wesleyanism, John Wesley (1703-1791) The various groups
and churches associated with, spawned by or that look for
their genesis in John Wesley (the founder of *Methodism)
and his theology. These include the various Methodist
churches, the *Holiness Movement and *Pentecostalism.
Wesley's theology attempted to balance the doctrine of
*justification by faith with an emphasis on the Spirit's
ongoing process of *sanctification in the life of the believer.
Wesleyans are often known for certain doctrines, including
entire sanctification and the second blessing. Wesleyans
tend to be *Arminian as opposed to *Calvinist in their
understanding of the dynamic of personal *salvation.
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