DICTIONARY OF ENGLISN WARDS OF ARRBIC ETYVIU

CHAPTER IV:

Arabic: Lingua Franca of Islamic World and Medieval Ages

Lingua franca literally "Frankish tongue” from Arabie fughar al-Firanga; it was an
Arabic custom. dating back t the Crusades, of calling all Europeans 'Franks’. Origimally a
form of communication used in the Levant, a stripped-down [talian peppered with Spanish,
French, Greek, Arabic and Turkish words. Then the term became used internationally 1s the
common language of gcommunication e.g. in business and commerce.

Arabic language is the lingua franca of Islamie communication; the progress of Arabic
language to an international status is closely refated to the progress of Islam. Islam is a global
message. and the history and spread of Arabic language is corollary to the history and spread
of Islum. Before emburking on the Routes of Arabic Influence on English language. It is
imperative to know relevant facts about Arab-Islamic history in order to highlight this A-abic-
English linguistic cross-fertilizahion.

Arabs Before and After Islam''"';

The Arabs were tribes of desert nomads and Bedouins; they were sometimes refersed to
as locusts of the deserts. They did not have any role to play on the face of the earth: they did
not have an identity of their own before Islam. Arabic language too. was marginalized and
submerged under the dominant Persian and Roman languages, being representatives of
Persian and Roman empires. Similarly, Arabs did noteven possess currency of their ow; for
the currency they used in commerce and trade were the Persian silyver Dirhams and the Roman
gold Dinars, In the Yemen they were subjugated by either the Persians or the Abyssimans. [f
they had any government of their own it was under the protection of the Persians, In the rorth,
Syna was subject to the Byzantine rule which was either direet or in the shape of an Arab
government under the protection of the Byzantines, Only the heartland of the Arabiun
Peninsula escaped foreign rule. But this also was in 4 state of tribalism and division which
deprived it of any weight in world power politics. Tribal war could drag on for 40 vears or
maore! but neither individually nor as a group did these tribes count as a power 1 the eyss of
the neighbouning mighty empires. What happened with regard to the "Elephant” ageression by
Abyssinian King 570 AD was a correct assessiment of the real force of these iribes when ficed
with a foreign aggressor.

Under Islam the Arabs had, for the first time tn history, an international role w play. They
also had a powerful state 1o be reckoned with by the world powers, They possessed a
sweeping foree that destroyed thrones, conquered empires, and brought down the Else.
deviating and ignorant leaderships in order to take over the leadership of mankind. But what
facilitated these achievements for the Arabs for the first time in their history was that they
forgot their Arabism. They forgot their racial urges, fanatic tribalism and their national ties
and boundaries. They remembered that they were Mushms. and Mushms only: they felt they
are the responsible carriers of Islamic global message. They carried the message of 4 foreelul
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and a l-comprehensive taith, which they delivered to humanity with mercy and compassion,
They did not uphold any sort of nationalism or factionalism, They were the exponents of a
Divinz jdea which gives mankind a Divine, not-carthly, doctrine 1o be applied as o way of life.
They lett their homes and fumilies to struggle for the cause of Allah alone. They were not
after he establishment of an Arab-empite under which they may live in luxury and conceit.
Their aim was not to subjugate other nations to their own rule after freeing them from the rule
of the Byzantines or the Persians. It was an aim clearly defined by Rabaie ibn Amir, the
Musimis' messenger to the Persian commander. when he said in the latter's headquarters:
" Al ordered us to set out in order to save humanity from the worship of creatures and
bring it to the worship of Allah alone, to save it from the narrowness af this life so that it
miay ook forward to the broadness of the life hereafter, and from the oppression of other
religizns so that it may enjoy the justice of Istam” ",

Then and only then. did the Arabs have an adentity. @ power and a leadership, But all of
these were devated to Allah alone. They possessed their power and leadership as long as they
tollowed the right path of Islam. But whenever they deviated and followed their narrow
nationalistic ideas, and when they substituted [or the banner of Islam that of factionil bonds,
they came under subjugation by other nations. For Allah deserted them whenever they
desered Him; He uublwtcd them us they neglected Him, In the concise words of Umar Thn Al
Khatmb (the 2™ Caliph in Islam) coming from Medina to officially open Jerusalem: " He
Arabs are hwmiliated, but Allah has empowered us by Islum, xa whenever we try ta gain
power without Istam, Allah puts us down" ",

“hereafter. Arabic language attains aninternational status: official Persian filing systems
in the East and Roman filing systems in the West were all translated to Arabie (called
deawe ween, plural of di'wan or divan). The etrreney o underwent major changes: all silver
and =old currency metallic coms were melted down and new Islamic curréncy coins were
mant tactured with Arabic inscniptions of ‘La Hablie HlaATlah, Muhammad Rasul Allah® (There
is ner God but Allah, Muhammad is Messenger of Allah) (see below).

Arabs, Carriers of the Global Message of Islam':

{ugh Kennedy in his masterly book ‘The Great Arab Conguests — How The Spread of
Istars Changed The World We Live In" wrote: (Islam had a major impac! on human history:
the arab conquests following the death of the Prophet Muhammad in AD 632 changed the
face of the world for ever; and shaped the world we all live in today. In the year 600 there
werce no Muslims. On death of Prophel Muhammad (AD 632), Islany was confined to Arabic-
spea<ing tribesmen living in Arabian Peninsula and the desert margins of Synia and Irag, No
Arals lived in Egypt or North Africa; Syna and Egypt formed part of the Greek-speaking
Christian Byzantine Empire; and Iraq and [ran were ruled by a fire-worshipping Zoroastrian,
the Sasanian king of Llngﬁ Yet in just a few decades this old world order came to an end: by
641 Arab Muslim armies conquered Syria. Palestine. Egypt and Irag: by 700 all of North
Afriza: and by 720 Spain. Pakistan and much of Central Asia. Indeed. most of the population
of Syria spoke Greek or Aramaic: most of those in Irag: Persian or Aramaic: in Egypt they
spoke Greek or Coptic: in Iran they spoke Pahlavi: in North Africa they spoke Latin, CGreek or
Berber. None uf them were Muslims. In Egypt and North Africu, lands we think of as clearly
Islamie, there were no Muslims and effectively no Arabic speakers, and the same was true of
Iran and Afghanistan. The scale and the speed of the transformation are astonishing: within a
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century of the Prophet's death. all these lands. along with Spain. Portugal, Uzbezistan,
Turkmenistan and southern Pakistan (Sind), were ruled by an Arabic-speaking Mushin elite.
and in all of them the local population was beginning to convert to the new religion. The
speed of the Mushim conguests is amazing, but there have been other rapid conquests of vast
areas in the course ol human history. which are in a sense comparable. The conquests of
Alexander the Greal or Genghis Khan immedhiately come to mind. What makes the Arab
Muslim conguests so remarkable is the permanence of the effect they had on the language and
religion of the conquered lands. Syria. Iraq. Egypt and North Aflrica all became Arabic-
speaking Muslim countries. and in Iran; although Arabic never replaced the ancient P2rsian
language, I8lam became the dominant religion)™.

Despite Professor Kennedy's exeellent analysis of Islam from outside. focusing on the
ohjective material explanation to the question of Islamic spread and influence. yet | sincerely
wished Dr Kennedy 1o be o Muslim in order to look at [slam frem inside. so that he can tuke
Qur'an and Hadith more seriously as the first-hand credible sources of History m order to
analyse the frame of mind (that Tslam has caused) among the Arab Muslims, leading
ultimately to victory. The followimng chapter therefore, will hopefully throw some light on the
mtellectual and spirttual background (from a Muslim Arabie perspective) to answer the
questions:

e Why Islam swept the world at ah unprecedented speed? and
o Why its influence was permanent? and.in particular

e Why Islam effect was rather an indelible and tnconvertible one — in tlerms of religior, and
in term of its Arabic manifestation that left a linguistic legacy lingering on 10 the present
date? '

Why Islam is Needed #*Ped@Eam

Islam came to tell Man about the purpose of his existence; Where did he come f-om’?
Why was he ereated? and Where is he-going to (his final destiny)?

Allah (the Arabic name of God) states the origin of Man: that it is He Who brought Man
from the earth and then settled that Man on the earth in order 1o live and to construct the =arth
for a while:

"It is He Who brought vou forth from the carth and settled vou therein. then ask
forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance, certainly, my Lord is (always) Near,
Responsive (Ready to answer).".

Verse 11:61 of Surar Hud (The Propher E'ud).

Allah, The Almighty states the position and function of Man as His Ciliph
(vicegerent) on earth: "And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 'l will create
a vicegerenl (khalifa) on earth.'”,

Verse 2:30 of Surar Al-Bagaral (The Cow).

Arabic khalifa is the origin of English 'Caliph'. meaning the deputy of God on earth, thus
Man should lead this life on earth and function according to instructions of His maker the
God. The word Caliph then became the title by which the rulers of Islamic state are normally
known (Abu Bakr. the first Caliph preferred to be called khalifat rasul Allah. successor o7 the
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Messenger of Allah). The caliphs also had the more formal title of Amir al-mu'minin,
Commander of the Faithiul (or Prince of Believers).

(xod the Most High explains that Man was not created without a purpose:

"Did you think that We had ereated yvou in play (without any purpose), and that you
wimilc not be brought back to Us?",

Verse 23:115 of Surar AI-Mu'minun.

("he Behevers) Thus in this Universe, everything is created and planned by the Maker
Alnighty; the chance theory of nature is not only alien to Islam, but totally dumb 10 call the
nasure (itsell a creation of God) as a creator! He (Allah) further says: "And they say: "What
is “hexe but our life in this world? We shall die and we live, and nothing but Time (Ad-
Dehry can destroy us'. But of that they have no knowledge: they merely conjecture.".

Verse 45:24 of Surat Al-Jathiva (Bowing the Knee).

This 1s the basts of Materiahstic theory, but this 1s nol knowledge but conjecture. Why not
aceepx light from Him Who knows all. Indeed. time is in Allah's Hand. The Prophet hadith
conpiments that Qura'anic verse: "Allah Most High says: "The son of Adam annoys Me for
he atmuses Ad-Dahr (Time) though | am Ad-Dahr (Time): in My Hands are all things, and 1
cause the revolution of day and night." [Sahih Al-Bukhar, Hadith 1776] F am ad-Dalr here
means ' am the Creator of Timeoand | manage the aflairs of all ereation including Time." Thus.
ome sould not attribute anything whether cheerful or disastrous to Time, for evervihing 1s in the
Hands of” Allah and only He is the Disposer of ¢verything,

allah explains that the reason for ereation of life and death is for testing and trial of
Mean "He Who created death and life that He may test which of you is best in deeds,

avd de is the All-Mighty, the Ofi-Forgiving.".
Verse 67:2 Of Surat Al-Mulk {Daminion).

But, The Almighty clearly explams the real purpose of life: to worship Him: "And |
(Allzh) ereated not the jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me (Alone)."
Varsz 51:56 of Surat Adh-Dhanyat (The Winds that Scatter)

ndeed in Islam, the term worship represents the broad-spectrum of life; So far as the hfe
activeties are carried oul for the sake of God, such activities are considered kinds of worship:
thus: zating/dnnking to ¢nable one to perform his religious duties and parayers. exercising to he
fi for pilgrimage. a kind word spoken to help others, a smile (o ease tension, removing harm
from fool-path, feeding a spouse, and even having sex with his legitimate wife are all dilferent
forms of worshipping God, "Werk is a worship” is famous saymg among Muslhms and 15 one of
iripurtant Islamic values, The believers who worship Allah, will be rewarded the paradise.
whilz the unbelievers will be pumished 1in Hell-fire.

And God the Most High sums Man's life journey by saying: "Verily, it is We Who give
lie and cause death:; and te Us is the final return,”,

Verse 30:43 of Surat Qaf.
Indeed. the opening surah of the Qur'an (Fatihah. composed of 7 verses)'® provides the
clarity of vision for the Mankind. It sums up the relationship berween Man and God: 11

inspires Man to study the Qur'an. to worship the Lord of the Universe, to seek for guidance
frorm Him alone: Submission to Allah as the One and the Only God is the very foundation of



Islam. Indeed, the primary meaning of the word Islam is ‘submission 1o Allah' Will. N uslims
recite Fatihah no less than 17 1imes in their 5 daily pravers,

1. In the Name of Allah. the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

2, All Praise to Allah, Lord of the Alamin (the Universe including mankmd. jinn and all
that exists).

3. The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

4. The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge and Master) of the Day of Judgement.
5. You alone do we worship, and You alone do we ask for help.

6. Guide us to the Straight Way.

7. The Way of those on whom You bave bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those
whao earned Your Anger, nor of those who went astray,".
Verse 1:1-7 of Surat Al-Fatilral (The Opening.)

Al:Qurtubt mentioned m lus mterpretation of Quran: 71 important issues in the
Jurisdiction and in principles of Islam. derived from "Surat Al-Fatiha” (The opening chapter
of 7 verses), together with lessons-on privileges and meanings of this grest Sura, which 15
rightly called *the Essence of the Book®. Furthermore, tho scholar hn Qayyim Al-Jawzi'vah
wrote a hook in 3 volumes entitled *Madarij al-Salikeen fi Ivyak Na’budu wa lvvak
Nast'een™ (Paths of Walkers into *Thee do we worship and Thine aid we seek’). indscating
the greatness of this chapter of Qur’an

Then The Lord justified the revelation of Qur'an as the final and most protected Scripiure
(Book). explaining that He had revealed earlier Scriptures (Books) to many of His
messengers, but these Books were untartunatély corrupted, and were thus rendered distorted
orf lalsihied: "O peaple of the Book (Jews and Christians)! There has come to yvos Our
Messenger (Muhammad) revealing to you much that you used to hide in the Book, and
passing over much (that is now unnccessary): Indeed, there has come to you from Allsh
a light (Prophet Muhammad) and a Perspicuous Book (this Qur'an).".

Verse 3:15 of Surat Al-Ma'idal (The Table Spread).

The Lord desenbed vanous methods adopted by somce of the peaple of the Book in
preventing the access of people 1o the truth. One s to temper with i, or trick it out in eolours
of falsehood (mixing or clothing truth with falschood e.g editing); hall=maths are often more
dangerous than obvious falschood. Another is hiding (covering up without revealing a crucral
verse). or altematively to conceal it altogether: such concealment may meun permanent
erasure of mportant verses. Other methods include: distorting verses through distorted
reading (thus changing the substance or the text): writing their own chapters (Claiming they
were revealed by God, when they were not); andior rejecting purt of the book comp etely.
They do all this purely for political and commercial reasons. Those who are jealous of the
Prophet of Allah, whom they actually see betore them, do not allow his eredentials of virtues
1o be known, or vilify him, or concesl facts whch would attract people to lim. When people
do this of sel purpose, against their own light ("of which you are vourselves witnesses")
(see below), they are descending to the lowest depths of degradation, and they are doing more
harm to themselves than to anvone else:
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" people of the Book! Why do you reject the Signs of Allah, of which you are
(yvomrs dves) witnesses? O people of the Book! Why do vou clothe truth with falsehood and
conceal the truth while you know?........ And verily, among them is a party who distort the
Book =ith their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but it is
not frem the Book, and they say: "This is from Allah’, but it is not from Allah; and they
speak 1 lie against Allah while they know i."

Verse 3:70-71 and 78 of Survar Al-Imiran (The Family of Imran).

It 1s narrated by Anas; There was a Christian who embraced Islam and read Surat Al-
Bacare (The Cow) and Al-Imran (The Family of Imran), and he used to write (the revelations)
forahe Prophet. Later on he reverted to Christianity again. and he used to say: 'Muhanmad
knows pothing but what | have written for him', Then Allah caused him to die, and the people
him, bt in the:morning they saw that the earth had thrown his body out, They said: "This 15 an
act of Muhammad and his companions; they dug the grave of our compamon and took his
body cutside.it. for he had run away from them.' They dug the grave for him as deep as they
could, but in the moming they again saw that the earth ‘hud thrown his body out. Sa they
believed that what had betallen him was not done by humin beings and had to leave him
thraws (on the ground),

[Salili Al-Bukhari, Vol 4, Hadith 814).

"They (some of Children of Isracl) change the words from their (right) places and
have abandoned a good part of the message that was sent to them, and you
(Muhammad) will not cease Lo discover deceit in them, except u few of them: but forgive
them ind overlook (their misdeeds), verily Allah loves good-dacrs”.

Verse 5:13 of Surat Al-Ma'idah (The Table Spread).

"Then do yvou believe in a part of the Book and rcject the rest? But what is the
reward for those among you who behave like this but disgrace in this life?- And on the
Day of Judgement they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment, for Allah is not

unawre of what yvou de.”.
Verse 2:85 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

"Then woe 1o those who write the Book with their own hands and then say, 'This is
from Allah', to purchase with it a little price!Woe to them for what their hands have
writlon and woe Lo them for that they earn (therehy).".

Verse 2:7Y9 of Surar Al-Bugarah (The Cow),

As for Mubhammad, The Almighty elearly states that Muhammad is the expected Prophet
and M essenger after Jesus, whom Jesus himsell gave the glad-uding of his coming:

"Those to whom We gave the Book (Jews and Christians) recognise him
{(Mubhammad) as they recognisc their sons, but verily, a party of them conceal the truth
while they know it (i.c. the gualities of Muhammad which are written in the Torah and
Gospal). This is the trath from your Lord, so be you not one of those who doubt.”.

Verse 2:146-147 of Surat Al-Bagaral (The Cow).

"And (remember) Jesus. son of Mary said: 'O Children of Isracl! I am the
Messenger of Allah (sent) to vou. confirming the Torah which came before me, and
givinz glad-tidings of a Messenger to come after me. whose name shall be Ahmad, but
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when he (Ahmad ie. Muhammad) came to them with clear proofs. they said: "This is
plain magic',",
Verse 61:6 of Surar As-Saff (Battle Array).

Indeed. Prophet Muhammad showed clear prools. for his whole ife from beginming o
end was one vast mrracle. He fought and won against all odds. Without learning from men, he
taught the highest wisdom. He melted hearts that were hard, and he sirengthened hea-ts that
were lender and required support. In all his saymps and doings, men of discernment co 1ld see
the working of Allah's hand: yet the ignorant Unbelievers called it all magic! — callad that
unrcal whieh Tater becume the most solid fact of hunian history!

The mumal praise between the 2 Prophets: Jesus and Muhammad (peace be upon them),
is further tllustrated by Prophet Muhammad's saving: "Both in this world and in the
Hereafter, | am the nearest of all the people to Isa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary).
The Prophets are paternal brothers: their mothers are different, but their religion is one
(i.e. Iskamic Monotheism)".

[Hadith 632, Vol 4, Sahih Al-Buklarif,
Narrated by Abu Hurairal: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:

"By Him (Allah) in Whose Hand my soul is, surely, the son of Mary (Jesus) will
shortly descend amongst you people (Muslims), and will judge mankind justly by the
Law of the Qur'an (as a just ruler), and will break the Cross and Kill the pigs and
abolish the Jizvah [a tax taken from the people of the Books (Jews and Christians,, who
are under the protection of a Mushim government, This Jizyah tax will not be accepted
by Jesus and all mankind will be required to embrace Islam with ne other alternative|,
Then there will be abundance of money and pobody will accept charitable gilts",

[Hadith 425, Vol 3, Salilt Al-Bukhari/.

Truly Jesus. son of Mury will descend as a leader of the Mushims and it is a severe
waming (o the Christians who ¢laim to be the followers of Jesus and he will break the ¢ross
and kil the pigs. and he will abolish the Jizyah (tax); and-all mankind will he reguived to
embrace Islam with no other alierpative.

As for the prophesy of Jesus about the coming of Praphet Muhammad.indeed. Ahmad or
Muhammad, the Praised One, is almost a wranslation ol the Greek word Penclytos. In thz new
Testament as it now exist ¢ven after the original text has been distoried, clear propaecies
indicating the coming of Prophet Muliammad. Muhammad is foretold m the Gospel of John
Xiv 16, xv 26, xvi ¢ the future Comforter cannot be the Holy Spirit as anderstosd by
Chiristians, because the Holy Spint already was present, helping and guiding Jesus, The word
'Comtorter' in the English version is for the Greek word Paracletos’, which means 'Advoecate’,
‘one called to the help of anuther. a kind (riend', rather than 'Comforter’. However Parasletos
18 a corrupt reading for Penclytos, and that in their vnginal saying of Jesus there ~vag a
prophecy of Prophet Ahmad by name. Even if we read Paraclete, it would apply to the holy
Prophet, who 1s'a Mercy for all creatures — Verse 21:007" and 'most kind and mereiful o the
Believers — Verse 9 /28",

Also, in the Old Testament a5 1t now exists, Muhammad is foretold in Deut xviii 18;
Psalm 118:22-23, and the rise of Arab nation i Isatali 42: 113 (esp. 11) for Kedar was a son
ol Isma'il and the name 15 used for the Arab panon. Further, there were other Gospels that
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havz penshed. but of which traces still remain. which were even more specific in their
relaeree to Muhammad: e.g. the Gospel of St. Barnabas. of which an Italian translation is
extent in the State Library at Vienpa (It was edited i 1907 with an English translation by Mr.
Lorsda ¢ and Laura Ragg)

I nay be mteresting here o quote Yahiya Emerick saying in page 19 of his baok (What
Islam is All about?) published January 2000 by International Book of Islamie Literature:

(The hible is the book the Christians and Jews wrote for themselves. The Protestant
Bilde 1as a total of 66 books inside, the Catholic Bible has a total of 73 books inside. One
Bibde will have chapters and verses another one won't have. Some have words that do
not ap pear in older versions, and when you even compare ancient Bibles, they all have
different contents, even in the Greek and Hebrew copies!

The Buddhists have many different holy books and no one 1s certain who wrote them.
The Hendus have numerous books filled with stories of fantastic gods. monsters. war stories
and philosophy which is difficult to accept as true.

Omly the Qur'an has survived through the centuries unchanged and what's also
impurtant is that today people have not lost the ahility to read it in its original language.

Tae language of the Hindu books. Sansknt, is a dead language. The ancient Greek,
Aremeice and Hebrew of the Jews and ancient Christians is no longer spoken the same way
today. The Buddhist writings areWeitten in any number of languages and have no connection
to eny original souree documents;

Arabic, however, has been preserved.and is studied by Muslims all over the world. Not
the sleng style Arabic that is spoken bysome people tn the Middle East, but the pure Arabic
of “he Qurtan. the Fas-ha. or correct Arabie. So we have the original book and the original
lapgzuage to read it in, No one else can say that, The entire Qur'an was written down in
the li ‘ctime of the Prophet Mubammad. It was personally arranged by him, and the
Muslans all memorized it in the same order),

Far a briel comparative study between the Bible and Qur'an, the reader may look into:
J:sus and Muhammad (peace be upon them) in the Bible and the Qur'an,

Appendix I, pages 907-917, 10 Translation of the meanings The Noble Qur'an in the
English Language. By Dr Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din al-Hilali and Dr Muhammad Muhsin
Klan King Fahd Complex For The Printing of The Holy Qur'an, Medina, The Kingdom of
Saadi Arabia, 1404 H

[aterestingly. the God (Allah) confirms 3 importam facts about the people of the Book in
His feal revealed Scripture, the Qur'an:

¢ thet the people of the Book know well that Muhammad is the awaited Prophet (despite that
scme of them are stubborn enough not W show it):

“"Those to whom We pgave the Book (Jews and Christiaus) recognize him
(Muhammad) as they recognize their sons, but verily, a party of them conceul the
truth while they know it [i.e. the gualitics of Muhammad which are written in the
Torah and the Gospel].".

Verse 2:146 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow),



¢ that the people of the Book know well that the Qur'an is certainly i divine revelaton like
Torah and Gospel:

"15ay (O Muhammad)] Shall T seek a judge other than Allah while i is He Who has
sent down (o you the Book (the Qur'an) explained in detail, Those to whom We have
given the Book (Torah for Jews and Gospel for Christians) know well that it has
been sent down from vour Lord in truth, Never be then of those who doubt.”.

Ferse 6: 114 of Surat Al-An'"am (The Catile).

¢ that the people of the Book know well that Islam 15 the continuation of the old Relizion in
its renewed final form:

"Certainly, the people who were given the Book (Jews and Christians) know well
that, that (Istam symbolized by Qibla in Makkah) is the truth from their Lord, and
Allah is not unaware of what they do.”.

Verse 2: 144 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

Hence. The Lord Creator of Mankind gently remimds the people of the Book thet they
were Muslims by submitting to Him carlier and before the revelation of this Quran:

"Those to whom (Jews and Christians) We gave the Book (Torah and Gospel) sefore
it, = they believe in it (the Qur'an), And when it is recited to them, they say: "We Lelieve
therein in it, verily, it is the truth fromour Lord: Indeed even before it we have beer from
those who submit themsehves to Allah in Isham as Muslims [like Abdullah bin Salans (was
a Jew then converted to Islam) and Salman Al-Farisi (was a Christian then converted to
Islam|. These will be given their reward twice over, because they were patient and repel
evil with good and spend (in charity) out of what We have provided them.",

Verses 28:32-34 of Surat Al-Qasas (The Narrction).

Accordingly. The Lord (Allah) invites the people of the Book to believe in the remewed
message of Islam, being the eternal and the only relizion of The One and The Only Ged; He
then states that the Prophethood of Muhammad to come out amang the Arabs was entire y His
Independent Choice and through His Grace:

"0 you who believe [in Maoses — Jews, and in Jesus — Christians]! Fear Allah, and
believe in His Messenger (Muhammad), He will bestow on you a double portion «f His
Mercy, and He will provide for vou a light by which shall walk (straight), and Hz will
forgive you, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving. Most Merciful. That the people of the Book may
know that they have no power whatever over the Grace of Allah, thar (His) Grace is
{entirely) in His Hand, to bestow it on whomsoever He wills, for Allah is the Lord of Grace
abounding.",

Verses 57:28-29 of Surat Al-Hadid (vron).

Furthermore, these 2 glorious Qur'anic verses are most beautifully complemented by the
Praphet's Hadith (saying), that Allah's Messenger said:

"Three will get double rewards: (1) any man of the people of the Book (Jews and
Christians) believes in his own Prophet and then beélieves in me (Mohammad), he will
(also) get a double reward; And (Z) any slave (servant) who fulfils his duty to his Lord
(Allah) and to his master will get a double reward: And (3) any man who has a slave-girl
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whem he educates properly [teaching her good manners|, then manumits her and
marries er will (also) get a double reward.

[Suliilis of Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Incdeed, 1f Muhammad 15 a Prophei (and he is certainly the last Prophet). and if
Mubhammud is the Prophet that Tollowed Jesus (and he really had followed Jesus as foretold
by Jesus himsell): it 15 then obhigatory to have bebel in the Messengership of the Prophet
Muhamymad: Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah's Messenger said,

"By Him (Allah) in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, there is none from amongst
this p-esent nation [Arabs], the Jews, and the Christians who hears about me and then
dies =without believing in the Message with which | have been sent (ie. Islamic
Monatheism), but he will be from the dwellers of the (Hell) Fire.",

[Sahily Muslim, Salilah by Albawi no. 1129].

It fact, the similarity between Islam and Christianity led a Christian Protessor Richeard W
Builie= 10 write has execllent book "The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization, published by
Columhia University Press, New York 2004

Prophet Muhammad's Letters inviting Kings of the World for Islam:

lwdeed, if the God is One.dhen the Truth or Light must be One. coming from The One
Gied and the Only (Allah). Henge. the God addresses the common terms between Islam and
Chris ianity:

"Say (O Muhammad): 'O people of the Book (Jews and Christians)! Come (o o
word that is just (and common) between us and vou, that we worship none but Allah
(Alor¢), and that we associate no partners with Him. and that nonce of us shall take
others as lords besides Allah, then if they turn away, say: 'Bear witness that we are
Muslims.".

Verse 3:64 of Surat Al-Imran (The Fawmily of Tniran).

[ wleed. the last verse was the core of the message of Prophet Muhammad's letter to
Heraclius (Caesar of Roman Byzantine Empire) (see below),

= 15 not surprising to note that ALL Christian Rulers responded favourably fo

Prophet Muhammad's messages carried by his envoys ™';

1. “he Negus of Abyssinia (or the Emperor of Abyssinia). a very knowledgeable. pious
Christian, and just ruler. In fact, the persecuted Muslims in Makkah avere advised by
Prophet Muhammad w flee and make their first enmngration to Abyssimia where they
eould worship Allah freely without persecution, because of its just religions puler, The
Negus also agreed to represent the Prophet i his wedding with Um Habibaly (Abu
sufvan's daughter) who became a widow (or as claimed by other sources 1o be abandoned
yy her husband while in Abyssinia). Shortly after Muhammad concluded a peace treaty
f Huday'biya around AD 628 with Makkah. he send his messages to all world rulers. and
he Negus of Abyssinia immediately converted to Islam on the receipt of Muhammad's
etter.
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Mugawgis, the Roman governor ol Egypt showed greal respect. but with no wish to
either fight or convert; he sent the Prophet many g@ifis including Coptic slave girls,
Marniyah (with her sister) together with a donkey. a mule. u horse. and Egyptian <lothes
and gold.

Heraclius (the Byzantine Emperor). According to the most authentic historical records.
the Roman Empire was defeated in Palestine and much of Asiatic territory was lost in
615 by the Persian Empire; Jerusalem was bumt and pillaged. the Christians were
massacred, the churches were bumt. and the Cross on which the Chnstian believed that
Christ had been crucitied. was camed away to Persia, The Pagans of MakRah rejoiced at
the everthrow of Romans by Persians. while Muslims mn Makkah were sad (they were
weak atthe time) as they considered Romans as people of the book and they (Muslims)
grouped themselves with: people of the book. The Qur'an miraculously and beautifully
foretells that the Romans will soon defeat Persians in bidlii sinine (few years. ranging
from 7-9); "The Romans have been defeated. In a land ¢lose by (Syria, Iraq, Jordan,
and Palestine), and they. after their defeat, will be victorious. Within few (bidhi)
vears, with Allah is the Command in the Past and in the Foture (before the defeat of
the Romans by the Persians, and after the defeat of the Persians by the Romans):
and on that Day. the Believers (i.e. Muslims) will rejoice (at the victory by Allah to
the Romans against the Persians). With the help of Allah, He gives victory to -vhom
He will, and He is Exalted in Might, Most Mercitul. (It is) the promise of Allah,
never does Allah fail from His promise; but most men know not,"”.

Verse 30:2-6 of Surat Ar-Rum (The Romans).

Indeed, the news of Byzantines' victory aver Persians came after 7 vears in the badtle of
Issus in 622 (the year Hyrah) and in 624, when Heraclius carned his military canrpaign
into the heart of Persia (lhe year when Makkan Quraish were beaten off by Muslams al
the battle of’ Badr). Heraclius regained all lost territoniesy and he celebrated his iriuraph in
Constantinople in March 628, Peace then was made between the 2 Empires on the basis
of the status guo ante. Heraclius, in pursuance of 2 vow he had made, went south in the
autumn to Emessa (Himis), which was his headquarters.and from there he marchzd on
foot W Jerusalem in order to pray in the Holy City and to celebrate his victories. and
restore to its place the holy Cross which had been carried away by the Persians and was
returned 1o the Emperor as a condition of peace. Heraclius rouwte wasStrewn with eostly
carpets and aromatic herbs were thrown on the carpets. and in Jerusalem (in late AD
628) he got the message from the Holy Prophet Muhammad inviting him to the True
Faith as renewed in the living Messenger of the age. Heraclius was perplexed, bu 100k
the matter seriously; he met with Arab delegation (happened to visit Jerusalem on a
trading mission, led by Abu Sufvan, an Arab Chief and Makkan Anistocrat who wes not
yet converted 1o Islan at the time following the peace treaty of Huday'biya around AD
628 undertaken between Muslims and Makkah Polvtheists), Heraclius then initided o
very interesting intellectual inguiry and highly intelligent interview with Abu Sefyan
(using mostly closed gquestonnaire and precise questions, ending with 'Yes' or No'
answers), Heraclius asked 11 guestions and he confirmed that Muhanumad is the awaited
Prophet.

Narrated by Ibn Abbas: Abu Sufvan narrated to me personally, saying:

CUAPTERIN . Aral biim | | Wl Madinval Saes & 148
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"1 set out during the truce that had been concluded between me and Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him). While 1 was in Sham., a lefter sent by the Prophet
(peace be upon him) was brought to Heraclius. Dihva Al-Kalbi had brought and given it
to the governor of Busra. and the latter forwarded it to Heraclius. Heraclius said. 'ls
there anyone from the people of this man whao claims to be a Prophet?' the people
replie 1, "Yes,' so, along with some other Quraishi men, | was called and we entered upon
Heracdlius, and we were seated in front of him. Then he said, "NWho amongst you is the
nearest relative to the muin who claims to be a Prophet?' T (Abu Sutyan) replied: 1 am
the nearest relative to him from amongst the group.' So they made me sit in front of him
and made my companions sit behind me. Then he called upon his translator and said (to
him). "Tell them (i.e. Abu Sulvan's companions) that I am going to ask him (i.c. Abu
Sufymn) regarding that man who claims to be a Prophet. So, if he tells me a lie, they
shoul § contradict him (instantly)." By Allah, had | not been afraid that my companions
woule consider me a Har, | would have told lies. Heraclius then said fo his translator,

1. 'Ask him: What is his (Le. the Prophet's) family status amongst vou?'
I said, "He belongs to a noble family amongst us',

2, He-aclius said, 'Did anyvhody else (amongst vou) ever claim the same (i.e. to be Allah's
Priphet) before him?”

I said. "No',

2. Deraclins said, "Was any of his ancestors a King?'
I said, "No'.

3. He said, 'Do the nobles follow him or the poor people?’
I said, "1t is the poor who follow him.'

4. He said, 'Is the number of his followers inereasing or decreasing?’
I said, 'They are increasing.”

5. H» said. 'Docs anyone renounce his religion (Le. Islam) after embracing it. being

displeased with it?'

I said, 'No'.

6. T e spid, 'Did you ever accuse lkim of telling lies, before his saying what he has said?'
I said, "Nao'.

8. He said, 'Did he ever betray?'

I said, No, but now we are away from him in this truce and we do not knew what
he will do in it." Abu Sufyvan added. "By Allah. I was not able to insert in my
speech a word (against him) except that.

9, Hz said, 'Did you fight with him?'
| replied, "Yes.'

H). He said, 'How was vour fighting with him?'



| said. "The fighting between us was undecided and vietory was shared by him
and us in turns. He inflicted casualties vpon us and we inflict casualties upon
him.'

11. Heraclius then asked me, 'What dees he order you 1o do?’

I said. "He orders us (1o offer) pravers and (to pav) Zakat, and to Keep good
relationship with the kith and Kin, and to be chaste.’

Then Heraelius told his translator te tell me (i.e, Abu Sufvan),

'I asked you about his family status amongst vou, and vou told me that he comes
from a noble fumily amongst you. Verily, all Messengers come from the noblest
family among their people.,

Then | asked you whether anyone had said this statement hefore him: and vou
denied that, Thereupon | thought if somebody had said that statement before him,
then | would have said that he was a man copying some savings said before him '

Then | asked vou whether any of his ancestors was a king, and vou denied that.
Thereupon | thought that had one of his forefathers been a King. | would have said
that he (i.e. Muhammad peace be upon him) was seeking to rule the Kingdom of his
forefathers.

Then | asked you whether you have ever accused him of telling lies before he said
what he said. and vour reply was in the negative. Thereafter, | took for granted that
a man who did not tell a lic about others. could never tell a lie about Allah,

Then I asked you regarding his followers, whether they were the noble or the poor
among the people, and you said that they were only poor (who follow him), In fact,
such are the followers of the Messengers.

Then I asked you whether his followers werce increasing or decreasing. You claimed
that they were increasing, that is the way of true faith till it is complete.

Then 1 asked you whether anyone of his followers had renounced his religion (ie.
Islam) after emhbracing it, being displeased with it, and you denied that, And such is
faith when its delight enters the heart and mixes with it completely,

Then | asked vou whether he has ever betrayed anvone: you claimed that he had
never betrayed. Indeed, Messengers never hetray.

[Then 1 asked you whether you had ever fought with him, and vou claimed that »ou
had fought with lim and the battle between you and him was undecided and the
victory was shared by you and him in turns: he inflicted casualties upon vou and you
inllicted casualties upon him. Such is the case with the Messengers, they are put o
trials and the final victory is for them.|

Then | asked you what does he order vou to do, and you claimed that he orders you
to worship Allah without associating anything with Him and forbids vou to wership
idols, and to offer prayers, to be true-teller, and to he chaste',
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[Conclusion| Then Heraclivs said. ‘if whatever vou have said is true, then he is
resdly o Prophet and his Kingdom will expand (surely) to what is under my feef. | knew
that be (i.e. the Prophet peace be upon him) was going to appear, but 1 never thought
that le would be from amaongst you. If 1 were certain that | can reach him, | would like
o mieat him and if | were with him, | would wash his feet [for blessing].'

Tren Heraclius asked for the letter of Allah's Messenger peace be upon him and
reamd B, wherein was written:

[72.4he Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

(This letter is) from Muhanmad, the Messenger of Allah, 10 Heraclius, the sovereign of
RBizaimine.

Peace be ywpon lim who follows the Right Path, Now then, I call vou (o embrace Islam.
Embrace Ishag and vou will be saved (from tlal’s punishmenty, embrace Islam, and Allah
will g ve vow a double reward, hut if vow rejeer this, vou will be responsible for the sins of all
the pesple of vour kingdom: (Allah’s Statement):

" peaple of the Book (Jews and Christians)! Come to a word that is just benveen us
avd you, that we worstip nene bur Allal (Alone), and that we associate no partners with
Him, witd that none ﬂf us shall take others as lords hesides Allah, then if they turn away,
sap: “Bear witness that we are Mustims." (3:64))

Then Abu Sufyan said. "When he finished reading the letter. voices grew louder near him
anad 1 ere was great hue and ery, and we were ontlered 1o go ont.” Abu Sufyan added. " while
cownr g out, [said to my companions. 'The'mauer of Ibn Abu Kabshab (i.e. Muhammad peace
be upon him) has become so prominentithat even the king of Banu Al-Asfar (1. the Romans)
is afraid of hiny' So 1 conninued to believe that Allal's Messenger peice be upon him would
be victorious. till Allsh made me embrace Islam."

A z=Zuhri said, "Heraclius then invited all the chiefs of the Byzantine and had them
assemmbled in his house and said, 'O group of Byzantine! Do you wish to have a
perneinent success and guidance and that vour Kingdom should remain with you?'
(imneediately after hearing that), they rushed towards the gate like onagers, but they
fonnd them closed. Heraclins then said, 'Bring them back to me.' So he called them and
said, 'l just wanted (o test the strength of your adherence to vour religion. Now | have
observed of you that which [ like." Then the people fell in prostration before him and
became pleased with him.". _

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 6, Hadith No. 75).

L 15 spid that Heraclius was keen astrologist and he saw the emergence of @ circumeised
king: when he ingquires about it. he was ld that only Jews were circunicised, and heénce
adviszd to kill them all. But, Heraclius then receives the message of Prophet Muhammad, so
Hera :lius asked to check whether this Arabic envoy 15 circumeised: he was also told that Arab
do cweumerse. Heraclius said ominousty that the king of this nation has appeared. Heraclius
also sent @ leter w0 Rome inquiring from his [rend (his peer in knowledge), who later
confirmed that the time of the awaited Prophet has indeed come.

Indeed, Heraclius put Prophet Muhammad's letter in a golden cylinder for blessing and

(hat ketter was inheried eversince by the Roman emperors and kings (yet without telling their
Chiriztian subjecis!). The muwal respeet between Prophet Muhammad and Heraclius was a



special one indeed when vontrasted with Chorsoes, the Emperot of Persia (who tore the
Prophet Muhanunad's letter). After receiving their replics of both Roman and Persian
Emperors, Prophet Muhammad said:

"Allah will keep his (Heraclius) kingdom (for a while)" m case of Heraclius, b in the
case of Chorsoes; "Allah will tear up his (Chorsees) kingdom"., Subsequent historical
events conlirmed Muhammad's prophesies when Roman Empire was defeated. indented and
downsized to Byzantium (Constantinople) but survived: while Persian Empire was defeated
and completely removed from the face of the earth during Umar's Caliphate.

Heraclius, through his 3™ paity highly intelligent inquiry. confirmed that Muhammad is
the awaited Prophet. Heraclius then entertamed the dea of conversion to Islam, and
discussed itwith his commanders, but they all became agitated and refused; Heraclivs was
then forced to rejeet Islam publicly. The apparent grandeur of his empire and the prde of
his people prevemed him from openly accepting the renewed Message of Allah. Hemclius
preferred his worldly Imperial status and aceordingly, he remained Christian. And et he
sent a very diplomatic reply letter o Prophet Muhammad saying: (7 am Muslin) [H!] witly g
gifl of golden Dinars.

When the Messenger ol Allab (Muhammad) receiwved Hermclius' reply. he sad: "(He,
Heraclius) lied, he is not a Muasting: and he is on Christianity™, and the Prophet distributed the
golden Dinars (between his companions ). fnarrated by Alimad Ibn Hanbal and by Ibn Habban, as
quoted in Zad al-Ma'ad by Ihn Qayvim Al-Jawzi'vah. page 45-46. Also see:

Fat'h Al-Bari Sahr'h Sahih Al-Bukhari by [bn Hajar Al-As'qalant Vol. One, Pages 31-
45).

History confirmed Propher Muhammad's copviction:

e Later events in northern front of Arabian Peninsula involved the murder of 14 out of
15 peaceful Mushm envoys: al the same tme another Mushim envoy was murdered by the
governor of Busra (Syria). a leader of Ghassan tribe-and a Romans' ally. The threat from
Roman Syria was clearly inensifying: mdeed. the murder of an envoy, who come
peacefully bearing a letter, has always been regarded as a gross affront and need 1o be
redressed™. Muslims therefore were forced 1o respond to this challenge; and so it was the
first elash between Muslims and outside world at the bartle of Mu'ta (near Ma'an in
Jordan) in September 629, which ended in withdrawal of both Muklim army and Raman
army despite the great mismatch between them: 3000 Muslim fighters i the face of
200,000 Roman fighters and alhéd Arab tribes under the leadership of Heracliis: Despite
differences of opinion about the ourcome of (s battle, rehable sources regord that dead
Muslims were not more than 12 (but includimg the 3 brave distinguished eonsecutive
emirs (leaders) of this expedition) until the most experienced general Khalid bin al-Walid
ook the leadership and after his outstanding fight during which he was said to have killed:
no less than 500 Romans and 9 swords were broken in his hand. Thercafter and i the
military judgement of Khalid. a master of strategy. he exchanged the right wing with the
left wing of his army, and swapped the back with the front and arranged a gromp of
fighters in the back pulling date-palm leaves in the desert o raise dust in the horizon
giving the impression of coming enlorcement. Romans after seeing new [aces amd
mobilization exereises withdrew, and general Khalid too withdrew his Muslim army mtaet
(mnus 12 dead), Indeed. one month prior o ther amival at Medina (marching dis ance
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berween Medina and Mu'ta takes a minimum of one month), the Messenger of Allah
(Muhammad) had miraculously described 10 the Muslims in his Medina mosque, the
precise eye-witness account of this battle instantancously and as 11 happened:

It is narrated by Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (Peace be
upen him) had condoled the death of zayd, Ja'afar, and Ibn Rawwaha hefore the
neavs arrived and said: zayd took the banner and fell, then Ja'afar took it and fell,
then Ibn Rawwaha took it and fell — and his (Prophet's) eyes were weeping — nantil
th= banner was carricd by onc of the swords of Allah then Allah gave them victory'

[Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith number 4262/,

The eompanions’ army returming from Mu'tah under Khalid's leadership, confinmed the
Prophet's vision: things had happened preciselv as he had told them, and the 3
companions had been killed while fiercely fighting: that was additional signs of
Mahammad's prophethood. Also, when Medina boys shouted at the returning army: you
arz the fleers'. the Prophet corrected them by saying instead: "but the greal fighters In
shat” Allah (by Allah's will)', Prophet Muhammad then prepared Khalid to be one of the
Ieaders of Mushms army in their great conquest of Makkah

s  Mihammad received mtelhgence that some Northern tribes were preparing a full-scale
expedition against Medina. He decided to mobilize 300 men under the general
cemmand of Amr oibn al-As, who had family ties with some northern tribes: the
Praphet asked him to study the situation and let lam know about how things stood, and
he ordered him to draw up alliances with as many clans as possible. The Prophet then
serit him Abu Obaida leading an extr 200 companions (including Abu Bakr and Umar
biz al-Khattab) because opposition seemed to be stronger than had anticipaied:
hewever, it was not, and the Muslin: force (500 fighters) was able to proceed into the
Sw=rian territory, consolidate existing allianges, and cstablish new ones, which made it
pessible to secure that hitherto unsate front. This successful exploratory expedition is
nemed "That al-Salasil' after the name of a water pond 1n land of Jutham.

* Also, when the Romans' governor at Ma'an (an Arabnamed Farvah bin Amr al-Juthami)
converted to Islam, the Romans imprisoned him. crucified him and then killed him.

e Farthermore, Heraclius kepr close contacts with hypocrite Maslims in Medina through
Abu Amir (surnamed Al-Rahib, the monk, but re-named by Prophet as Abu Amir Al-
Fasiq. the rebellious, the disobedient) who fought against the Muslims in battle of Uhud
am:} later fled from Muslims and took Heraclius' shelter. Heraclius incited hypoerites 1o
biild an opposition mosque as an outpost for spying, and that he (Heracliug) 1s coming
with huge Roman army to invade Madina. The hypocrites invited Prophet Muhammad to
pay in their mosque, but Gabriel told him not 1o pray in it. Prophet Muhammad later
o-dered his followers (Sahaba) to burn it. God Most High records this mosque of harm
i Qur'an:

"and there are those who put up a mosque by way of harm and disbelief to disunite
the Believers and as an outpost for those who warred against Allah and His Messenger
(Mubhammad) aforetime, they will indeed swear that their intention is nothing but
onod: but Allah bears witness that they are certainly liars.”.

Verse 9:107 of Surar 41-Tawbha (Repentance).
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e In response o alarming news that the Roman army is preparing to invade Medina;
Prophet Muhammad in late August or September 631 mobilized the largest Arab army
of 30.000 Muslim fighters on the expedition af Tabuk (preparcd publicly in & hot
season) and marched towards the Byzantine frontier. The Roman army under Heraclius
withdrew without fighting, while the Muslim army staved i Tabuk for 20 days. und
after making alliances with Chnstian tribes (that agreed to pay tnbute, 1n exchange of
Muslims' protection from Romans), theyv left back to Meding.

However, 1 less than 5 years later (and after death of Prophet Muhammad i AD 632),
Heraclius and his huge Roman Byzantine Empire armies witnessed the eoming of Islam to
their very doorsteps: indeed, they were visited, crushed and defeated decisively by a much
smaller Musglim army at the batle of Yarmuk in AD 636; afier which they tost all cf their
occupied East Mediterranean wing of Roman Byzantine Empire 1o Muslims lor ever:
thereafter, the Roman Empire became a mere shadow with a small bit of territory round its
capital Constantinople (see below).

Qur'an Unique Characteristies s @b

Qur'an therefore, became the only beacon of light (the pure truth unadulterated by any
falsehood); hence The Almighty's continuous emphasis on the importance of Qur'an:

"No falschood can approach it from before or behind it; (it is) sent down by tke All-
Wise, Worthy of all praise (Allah).",

Verse 41:42 of Surar Fussilat.

"An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein) in order that they may
guard against Evil,",

Verse 39:28 of Surat Az-Zumar (The Groups).

"Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would surely have szen it
humbling itsell and rent asunder by the fear of Allah, such are the parables which We
put forward to mankind that they may reflect”.

Verse 39:21 of Surat Al-Hushr (The Gathéring).

Prophet Muhammad said: "The best among you is he who learned the Qur'an and
then taught it".
[Narrated by the 6 ones except Mieslim].

The Qui'an as a Book, enjoys a number of characteristics unique 1o it alone. some of
which are as follows:

I. Truly, it is the actual Word of Allah: not ercated bun revealed for the benefit of all
mankind:

"And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by other than Allah (Lerd of
the heavens and the earth), but it is a confirmation of (the revelation) which was
before it [i.e. the Taurat (Torah), and the Injeel (Gospel)|, and a full explanation of
the Book (i.e. laws, decreed for mankind) — wherein there is no doubt — from the
Lord of the Worlds (Alamin: mankind, jinn, and all that exists)".

Verse 10:37 of Surat Yunus (Jonah).
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"IZo they not ponder on the Qur'an? Had it been from other than Allah, they would
su-ely have found therein much discrepency.”.

Verse 4:82 of Surar An-Nisa’ (The Women)
Tha Almighty confirmed Arabic as the language chosen by Him for revelation:

“And truly, this {(the Qur'an) is a revelation lrom the Lord of the ‘A’lamin’
(mankind, jinn and all that exists), which the trustworthy Ruh [Jibril (Gabricl)] has
hrought down upon yeur heart (O Muohammad) that vou may be (one) of the
we rners in the plain Arabie langoage™,

Verse 26:192-193 Surah Ash-Shu’ara (The Poers).

Hi revelation is brought down through His Archangel Gabnel o Muhammad: "Say (O
Mubhammad): Rubh-ul-Qudus (Gabricl) has brought it (the Qur'an) down from your
Lerd with frath, that it may make firm and strengthen those who belicve, and as a
guidance and glad-tidings to those who have submitted (to Allah as Muslims), And
infeed, We know that they (polytheists and pagans) say: 'It is only 8 human being
who teaches him (Muhammad)'. The tongue of the man they refer to is foreign, while
this (the Qur'an) is a¢lear Arabic tongue." .

Verse 16:102-103 of Surat An-Nahl (The Bees).

And that Muhammad was chosen and he was known alliterate: " Neither did vou (O
Mathammad) read any book before it {this Qur'an), nor did you write any book
(whatsoever) with your right hand. In that case. indeed. the followers of falsehood might

he ve doubted”,
Ferse 29:48 of Surar Al-Ankabur (The Spider).

"Say (O Muhammad): 'If Allah had so willed. | should not have recited it (the
Qur'an) to you, nor would He have made it Known to vou, Verily, 1 have stayed
amongst vou a lifetime before this, Have vou then no sense?" .

Verse 10:16 of Surat Yunus (Jonal).
"Those who lollow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet (who can neither read nor
write Lo, Muhammad) whom they find written with them in Torah and Gospel - For
he commands them what is just and forbids them what is evily he allows them as
lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and impure):
he releases them from their heavy hurdens and from the vokes that are upon them.

st it is those who believe in him, honour him, help him. and follow the Light which is
sent down with him, it is they who will prosper.

Say: 'O men! | am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah, (o whom belong the
dyminion of heavens and the earth: there is no god but Hes it is He that gives both
life and death. so believe in Allah and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whe
balieve in Allah and His Words: follow him that (so) you may be guided.".

Verse 7:157-158 of Swrue Al-Araf (The Heighis),

Quir'an was ilideed the greatest etermal miracle of Prophet Muhammad, that unlike all other
prophets, continued after his death to be a magnet of attraction and inspiration to Mankind
leding to Islamic conversion of great numbers of people generation afier generation, long



alter the death of Prophet Muhammad. It 1s narrated by Abu Huraira that the Prophet
Mithammuad said:

"There was no Prophet among the Prophets buf was given miracles, because of
which people had belief. but what I have been given is the Divine Revelation which
Allah has revealed to me, So I hope that my followers will he more than those of any
other Prophet on the Day of Resurrection.”.

[Hadith 379 Vel 9, Salieh Al-BuXharif.

Most of Prophet's Companions (Sahaba) eye-witnessed the revelation when the [rophet
became-motionless and silent (but with his lips moving). and they could all hear & sound
like bees' buzzing. Further. many (including Umar tbn Al-Khattab, the ol Calipt) saw
Gabriel in the form of a man they never saw before: Prophet's miracles are many ard they
were all eye-witnessed by Compamons, for example the water Jowing between his hand
and’or fingers on many occasions, in the summer setson ol the hot Arablan deser s: this
was once witnessed by 80 compamons, and once by all people attondimg Asr praver, and
onge by 300 companiens, who all drank and washed themselves for prayer, In Huday'biva,
there was only one'well and was dry, so the Prophet sat by the well's edge and stated 1o
gargle and then spat in i1, and consequently the well was Mowing with water (this ircident
was witnessed by 1400 campanions). Also. in a Friday praver. and after a long hot
summer season, a man came begeing the Prophet 1o ask Allah for rain water; the Prophet
responded immediately by makipeDula (prayer 1o Allal) and in few moments ram water
was Towing excessively for oneweek W the extent that next Friday o man came 2rying
out; O Prophet help! we are drawnmg! Naw the Prophet start praying agamn: (Ala‘uma,
Hawalaina wala Alaina) 1c. begemp Allah) 1o keep the pun-water Howmg on the
surroundings, but not directly on them, consequently, all companions 1 the Medina
mosque {amounting to many thousands in number), cye-witnessed the raning elouds
opening up like a huge ring, raining only around the periphery of Medina city.

Furthermore, in Prophet's Tabuk expedition (the largest expedition i Arabian Peninsula),
the 30.000 soldiers were starved (o near-famine) duce 1odhe hitle food they carry with
them in this long marching of the desert in the hot sumiiter scuson. so they asked Prophet
permission to slaughter some of their horses and camels, but Umar bin Al-Kaattab
intervened wondering: how cian we face the enemy tomorrow hungey and on feet? He
asked the Prophet to collect what romains of therr Tood and o pray 10 Allah 1o bless it the
Messenger smd: Yes! And he asked Tor a mat 1o be Imd on the ground and for the
remnanis of their food to be put on it he then prayed 1o Allah asking for blessmvganid then

said: "take your needs m your containers’, the 30,000 Muslim soldiers Lgpl taking and
filling up their containers: then they all ate and were filled up. and there Was still more
food left on the mat. The Prophet laughed and said: T testify There is no God but A lah,
and | testify that | am the Messenger of Allah, No servant believe in it sincerely and/meet
Allah, will ever be forbidden from entry into the Gardens (ol Allah)' [Related by (Sakih)
Muslim and Imam Ahmad]. This meident was indeed eye-witnessed by 30,000 Muslim
sofdiers of that expedition. Furthermore, The Prophet prophesized (as wld by Allih
through Gabriel) the future full and the end of both Persian and Roman Empires o the
hands of Muslims! And it was in AD 641. as he prophesized after less than a decade of Ing
death (in AD 6327, Furthermore, he specifically foretold that the fall of Constantinaple
would be exclusively at the hands of an excellent Muslim army led by an excellem Emir;
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and it was m AD 1453 as he prophesized after more than ¥ centuries by Sultan
Muhammad the Congueror. and his Othman army, the most formidable military machine
in ustory (as considered by many histonians. such as Gibbon).

Qur'an brings a global message to all ereatures: mankind, jinn, and all that exisis i the
un verse, the heavens, and the earth:

"Hlessed is He Who sent down the Criterion (of right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His
servant (Muhammad) that it may be an admonition to the Alamin (all worlds: mankind
Jjirm, and all that exists"'.

v

Verse 25:1 of Surat Al-Furqan (The Criterion).
ndsed. Moses and Jesus were sent exclusively to Children of Israel:

"And We gave Moses the Book and made it a guidance for Children of Israel".
Verse 17:2 of Surat Al-tsra’ (The Journey by Nighi).

"And (remember) Jesus, son of Mary said: 'O Children of Israel! 1 am the
Messenger of Allah (sent) to vou.".

Verse 61:6 of Surat As-Saff (Battie Array).
Bu on the other hand, Prophet Muhammad was sent to all mankind:

"and We have not sent vou (O Muhammad) but as a (Messenger) to all mankind,
giving them glad tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men know not.",

Verse 34:28 of Surat Saba’ (Sheba).

Inceed, the global message of [slam extend lo all worlds, because the Prophet Muhammad
1s the seal of the Prophethood:

"and We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for the all worlds
(Alamin or all ereatures i.e. mankind, jinn, and all that exists).".
Verse 21:107 of Sarat Al-Anbiya (The Prophets).

Islam therefore, connects Muslims with their surrounding environmient: as creatures of God
thoy have to cooperate with Nature being a ercature of God. Thus, the concept ol 'Struggle
Against Nature' is alien 1o Islam. Instead, Allah clearly staves The subjection of Nature for
Man's use', thus the concept of ‘struggle’ must be replaced with ‘Usifization of Nature'. The
Man being entrusted by God as the Caliph or vicegerent on Earth, is delegated to be in
charge of Nature and/or Environment 1o hamess it, to oganise it, to manage it. and indeed.
to control the Environment in the best possible way. Thus, The Almighty $ays:

"And He has subjected to vou the night and the day, and the sun and the moon: and
the stars are subjected by His Command. Surely, in this are proofs for a people who
urderstand.

Amd whatsoever He has created for you on the earth of varying colours |and qualities

fram vegetation and fruits (botanical life) and from animals (zoological life)], Verily.
in this is a sign for a people who remember.

And He it is Who has subjected the sea (to you), that you cat thercof fresh tender
mat (i.c. fish), and that you bring forth out of it ornaments to wear, and vou see the



ships ploughing through it, that vou may seek (thus) of His Bounty (by transporting
the goods from place to place) and that you may be grateful.

And He has affived into the carth mountains standing frm, lest it should shake with
vou: and rivers and roads, that you may guide vourselves. And landmarks (signposts
during the day) and by the stars (during the night), they (mankind) guide
themselyves."

Verse 16:12-16 of Surat A-Nahi (The Bees).

Similarly, the concepts of "Mamma Nature' or "Act of Nature' are both alien to Islam.
How eanmature (in itsell a collective term for creatures of God, in the Arabic Dictionary by
Fairpzabadi, the npature is defined as God creations) become upgraded to a creator god!
Furthermore, when the tature gets out of Man's control, this is interpreted Islamically, as
an 'Act of God" or a "Divine Rerribution’ as a partial pumshment, inflicted because of the
appearance of the 'Evil' in form of sins and disobedience to Allah, The Almighty explains;

"Nischiel (Evil) has appeared on land and sea, because of what the hands o men
have earned (by oppression and evil deeds e.g. arrogance, sellish desires, false
teaching), that He (Allah) may make them taste a part of that which they have done,
in order that they may refurn (by repenting to Allah. and begging His Pardon™.

Verse 30:41 of Surar Ar-Rum {The Romans).

Prophet Haduhs also, consolidate this Islamic concepi., that the spread of sins is the root
cause of the so-called ‘nawral disasters” and the cause of reduction in the sustenancs (i.e,
in the blessing of sustenance, not in the opgin of sustenance itself, which is unalter=d by
obedience or disobedience to Allah - according to other Hadiths); whether such sins are
committed on the personal level. or on the community level.

On the authority of Thouban, that the Messenger of Allah(peace be upon him) smd:
"A man s deprived of sustenance, because of a sin (he has committed): Allah’s
verdict (decree) may be veversed by Du'a (invocation of the supphicant calling on Allah);
and nothing prolong longevity like piety (obedience w Allah).".

(Narrared by Imam Ahaied),

Ibn Umar said: | heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying:

"If people refrain from paying a Dinar or even a Dirham (become stingv), deal with
Riba (usury), follow the cows' tails (busy themselves with worldly materialistic matters
only), Allah will afflict them with a tribulation (a trial) that will net be redeemed until
they return to their religion (Islam).

(Narrated by Imam Ahmed).

The same Hadith was narrated by Abu Dawod as such:

'IT you deal with Riba (usury), follow the cows' tails and contented with agricu ture
(hecome busy with worldly materialistic matters only), and abandon Jilad, Allak will
make yvou suffer of humiliation (disgrace) that will not be relieved until you return to
vour religion (Islam),

(Narrated also by Al-Tabarawi, and Ibn Al-Qattan who said it is Sahitt -Tue).

In fact, the spread of sins and mischief is one of main reasons for the fall of civilizatiors:
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Allah, Most High sard: (If they (the pagans, non-muslims) had (only) helieved in Allah
anc went on the Right Way (Islam), We should surely have bestowed on them water
ira n) in abundance).

Verse 72:16 of Surae Al-dinn (The Jiny).

Witer is the foundation of all civilization in the World for example, The Civilization
n VMesopotamia (valley of two rivers: Tigris and Euphrates), Civilization of Nile
Va ley, and other civilizations in India and China were all Tounded on banks ol rivers.,

Abdatlah ibn Umar said, "The Prophet (peace be upon him) came to us. and said:

SO Muhajirun, (emigrants from MakKah to al-Madinah) you may be afflicted by five
thiags: God forbid that you should live to see them:

L. If forpiemtion should become widespread. you should realise that this has never
ppened without plague and new diseases befalling the people which their
wredecessors never suffered.

2, If people should begin to cheat in weighing out goods (mutaffifin), you should
realise that this has never happened without drought and famine befalling the
peaple, and their rulers oppressing them.

3. I people should withhold zakat, you should realise that this has never happened
without the rain being stopped From falling: and were it not for the animals' suke.
it would never rain again

4. If people should break their covenant with Allah and His Messenger, you should
realise that his has never happenced without Allah sending an enemy against them
10 take some of their possessions by Torce.

5. I the leaders do not govern according to the Book of Allah, vou should reéalise thut
this has pever happened without Allah making them into groups and making them
fight one another,'

(narrated by: fhn Majah, Al-Bazzar, and Al-Baiagi and mendoned by Al-Munthiri,

. Cur'an i> complete and comprehensive code of life. Thus the schism between hife-atfairs

amd religion, or the scculanism that scparates the Government-fiom the Church of

Chrstianity 18 1otally unknown in Islam. The Almighy says;

"Nothing have We omitted from the Book (i.e. the Qur'an).".
Verse 4:38 of Surat Al-An’am (The Cattle).
“And We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur'an) explaining all things, u
Giuide, o Merey, and Glad Tidings to Muslims.".
Verse 16:89 of Surat Al-Nall (The Bees).
Wi another place we read:

*The command (or the judgement) is for none but Allah, He has commanded that
»ou worship none but Him: that is the right religion (i.c. Islamic Monotheism), but
most men know not.".

Verse 12:40 of Surat Yusuf (Prophet doseph).
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And also:
"I any do lail to judge by that Allah has revealed, they are unbelicvers...,
IF any do fail to judge by that Allah has revealed, they are wrong-doers..,
I any do fail to judze by that Allah has revealed, they are rebellious...".
Verse 5044, 43, 47 of Surat Al-Ma'idaly (The Table Spread).

It'is a theoreticdl and a practical Book. not only moralising but also defining specifically
the permissible and the forbidden. .. Book of actions (Prophet's Companions wsed to
memories each verse of Qur'an. act upon it then proceed to memories the next varses).
The importance of understanding the meéssage of the Qur'an is undemiable, but simply
reciting 1t with the mtention of sceking Allal's pleasure and reward is also an act of
worship and mertorious n itself. Allah Almighty says:

"So take what the Prophet gives vou and relrain from what he prohibits you".
Verse 59:7 of Surat Al-Hashr (The Gathering).

Allal hay perfected His religion for all mankind with the revelation of this Boek. He
says;

"This day have | perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon yoa and
have chosen lor you Islam as your réligion.".

Verse 5:3 af Surar Al-Ma'idaly (The Table Spead),
Thus Prophet Muhammad was the seal of Prophethood and his miracle. ie. Qurian
encompassed all other Monotheistic Divine messages betore. Almighty says:

"Do they seck other than the religion of Allah (the true Istamic Monotheism —
worshipping none but Allah alone), while o Hitu submitted all creatures in the
heavens and the carth, willingly or unwillingly, and to Him shall they all be retarned.
Say (O Muhammad) "We believe in Allah. and in what bas been revealed to us and
what was revealed (o Abraham, lsma'il, Isase, Jacob, and the Tribes (Asbak the
offspring of the 12 sons of Jacob) and in (the hooks) given (o Moses, Jesus, and the
Prophets, from their Lovd: We make no distinction between one and another among
them, and to Him (Allah) we have submitted (in Islam), IT anyone desires a religion
other than Islam (Submission to Allah) never will it be accepted of him; and is the
Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost.™,

Verse 3:83-85 of Surar Al-Tmran (The Family of fnrvan).
Thus Qur'an guards all the Books revealed before (before any corriprion):

"And We have sent down to you (O Muhammad) the Book (this Que'an) in truth,
confirming the Books that came before it and guarding it in safety: so judge between
them by what Allah bas revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from
the Truth thar has come to you,".

Verse 3:48 of Surar 1-Ma'idaly (The Table Spread),

Qur'an is Allah's eternal miraele and message reveiled to the Prophet Muhammad for all
succeeding generations 1l the day of Judgement. In response w those who doub the
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au horship of this Qur'an, Allah Almughty has challenged the most articulate Arabs to
preduce a whole book, ten chapters o even one solitary chapter which can be remotely
comparable to the Qurian. But to this day, no one bas sueceeded in meeting the challenge
of the Almighty. The critics of the Qur'an have been struck dumb by its. ineffable
elequence and surpassing beauty, GGod Most High says:

"Say, if the whole of mankind and jinns were to gather together to produce the like
of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof: even if they hacked up each
otaer with help and support.”.

Verse 17:88 of Surat Al-Israa (The Journey by Night).

The Almighty also says:

“Or they may say: he forged it. Say: Bring ve then ten chapters forged, like unto it
ard call (to your aid)"whomsoeyer ye can other than Allah, if ye speak the truth.",

Verse 11:13 of Surat Hud (Prophet Hud).
Aad agam:

"Or do they say: he forged it? Say: Bring then a chapter like unto it and call (to your
akd) anyonc ye can besides Allah, if it be ye speak the truth.”,
Verse 10:38 of Surat Yunus (Jonal).

VWhen Musailama al-Kath'ab (Musailama, the liar) produced his version of fake Koran, it
was easily recognize ( by Arabs as a man-made joke that can not come from a divine
saurce. He was considered an apostarerand was defeated decisively by the Mushm army
wder leadership of Khahd bin al-Walid: and Musatlama, the liar was later killed and
teheaded.

Similarly, with the Amernican invasion of fraq March 2003 and as part of claimed
‘democracy’ imported tw Islamic world, the Ameneans brought a new Koran labelled "The
True Furgan' released by Al-Mahdy, a member of Project Omega 2000 (written in Arabic
and manslated into English by an Arab Christian missionary Anis Shorrosh) as a
replacement of the Holy Qurlan and as a tool of evangelism. because of Christian
rissionaries failure and the lack of a breakthrough way to reach the Muslim world
tirough medicine, schools, books, movies and many other methods (as admitted by the
jublisher), This new Koran was first distributed in Kuwait, [tis being described as the
zvats of the Shavtan...after bemng distributed 1o children of Kuwait in the private English
=chools!

“his fuke Koran is 368-page book with 77 suras, ¢.g. Peace, The Messiah, The Triune
tod, The Crucifixion, Women, Fasting, and Praver, Each begins, "In the Name. of the
Zather, the Word, the Holy Spirit, the One and Only True God". It states that Jihad is
{aram (forbidden); it goes as far as anacking Allah, The Most High. The purpose of this
sook is 10 present the Christian Gospel to Arabs in the prose and poetic style of the
:lassical language of the Arabic Quran (as they claim). The True Furqan was claimed to
» wrilten in seven days allegedly imspired by Al-Safee whereas Muhammad (PBUH)
ceeived his revelations over 23 years. This must include a lot of computerized copying
ind pasting: matching and mixing of selected texts from a mishmash of human (not
divine) sources.
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However, anyone who has read the real thing, the onginal or the Enghsh tanslatien will
soon sec that this thing does not have the arrangement. the style, the confidence, mor the
unique content found in the original. It is a desperate measure to find some way to convert
Muslims since a few hundred years of concerted effort have brought so little smceess.
Indeed, this hoax Koran was a man-made joke destined for trash waste-paper basket of
history. The related website has soon been attacked by Muslims and non-Muslims alike and
the site was taken offline. All Muslim countries reject it even the government of India has
banned the book from entering the country. No: 78/ NT (07-Sep-05): (The Central
Government, for the mamtenance of secunty of India. absolutely prohibits import of the
book entitled “The True Furgan”, subtitled "The 21st Century Quran” published in the
United States of Amernica by Omega, 2000 and Wine Press, including any extrac there
from, any reprint or translation thereof or any document reproducing any matter cortained
theremn),

It has been revealed to re-establish the sineere worship of Allah alone ( Taw'hid), withoul
association of any partner with Him:

"This is a Book with verses whereof are perfected (in every sphere of knowladge),
and then explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is All-Wise, Well- Acquainted
(with all things). (It teaches) that you should worship none but Allah".

Verse 11:1-2 of Surat Hud (Prophet Hud).

"And they have been commanded no more than this: to worship Allah, offering Him
sincere devotion, being true in faith: to establish regular prayer: and to give Zakat:
and that is the religion Right and Straight.”.

Verse 98:5 of Surat Al-Bayyina (The Clear Evidence),

Implications of Tawhid are c¢rucial. One of the @mplications of Oneness of God is the
equality of all mankind before the One and the Only Creator. They are all accountable
before Him. Thus, there 15 no superiority of one race, or mfenority of another [except by
piety]; no human superpower s lawfully allowed or empowered o explon, enslave, or
abuse the weaker or the weakest nations, acting as a God. believing their 'Might 15 Eight',
No matter how much power and might Man can amass and wield. there is always Goc, The
Greatest and The Omnipotent; He is the The All-Mighty, The Humihator and The
Empoweror. A further consequence of this equality is the Brotherhood and the oneness of
this Muslim Ummah. the one big global family

Another implication of Oneness of God (Taw'hid) is that God (Allah) is The Ab=olute
Governor of this Universe, The Ruler of the Kingdom. and The King of all kings: hence,
He is the only legiimate Law-Giver for the Mankind: "The command (or the
judgement) is for none but Allah, He has commanded that you worship none but
Him; that is the right religion (Le. Islamic Monotheism). but most men know not".
Verse 12:40 of Surat Yusuf (Prophet Joszph).

Thus, all Kings, governments, nations and mdividuals are accountable o His Majesty in
this life and in the life hereafter.

Another mmplication of Taw'hid s the behel that Allah Alone is The Guaranter of
Mushms' Victory (see below). The belief in Divine Destiny (Qadar) whether good o~ bad
1s a cructal principle in Islamic Faith, Both of these last 2 believes (Allah' victory and
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Al ah's pre-destiny ) are indeed responsible for the swift spread of Islam by Muslims keen
to Bight and dic for the spread of Allak's glohal message. and (o be extremely happy 1o do
sosmnd W die. in pursitit of this high goal,

Baause Quran contains a complete code which provides for all areas of life (whether
Sparitual, mtellectual, political. social or cconomie). therefore, i s & code which has no
houndaries of time, place, or nation.

"Verily this Qur'an do guide to that which is most right.".
Verse 17:9 of Surat Al-Israa (The Journey by Night).

Alah Almighty has taken upon Himsell the duty of preserving and profecting the
Quar'an for ever in its entirety from any change or corruption, as He says:

“We have without doubt, sent doswn the Message (the Dhikr i.e. the Qur'an); and We
will assuredly guard it (from corruption).”.

Verse 15:9 of Surat Al-Hijr (The Rocky Tract),

S well has Qur'an been preserved. both in memory and i writing. that the Arabic text we
have today is identical to.the text as it was revealed 1o the Prophet, Not even a single letter
has yielded 1o corritption during the passage of the centuries, And so it will remain for
ever, by the consent of Allah.

Being the true erernal Message of Allah. the Qur'an reveals many scientific miracles,
ard thus merges science with religion. In the Islanue world therefore, the [amous
saaentists and doctors were pious Muslims two; their books always start with praise to
A lah (Lord of the heavens and the earths and all that exists) and prayer on the Prophet
Muhammad. The European bad dichotdmy between scientists and clergymen is alien to
Muslins: and the schism between the Science and the Church is fotally unknown in the
Is amic world. God Most High says:

"Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants are scientists (or those who have
knowledge).".
Verse 35:28 of Surar Fatir (The Originator of Creation).

"We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their own selves, until it
b comes munifest to them that this (Qur'an) is the truth.".
Versedd:33 of Surar Fussilar.

“Say:'Are those who know cqual to those who know not? It is only men of
understanding who will remember (¢, get a lesson from Allah's Signs and Verses.'.

Verse 39:9 of Surat Az-Zumur (The Groups).

Imdeed. the very firsl verses revealed on the Prophet Muhammad. orders him' (and
Muslim) to read and write with pen: "Read! ln the Name of Your Lord Who has
created (all that exists). Created man, out of a leech-like clot. Read! And your Lord
i+ the Most Bountiful. He Who taught (writing with) the pen. Taught man that which
e knew not.".

Verse 96:1-3 of Surat Al-Alay (The Leech-like Clor).



Indeed. Prophet Muhammad's muracles were innumerable. but being the szal of
Prophethood, they must be long lasting afier hiz death (in contrast 1o other Prophets
miracles wilnessed by their followers of that period) Le. the Qur'an. Muhammad's biggest
and lasing miracle by itself contains many scientific miracles as additional supportive
evidence of Mubammad's Prophethood after his death and that Qur'an is truly the word of
Allah. Thus the God, The Most High conftirms that pelytheists believed in Muhammad
and i Qur'an, bt they were stubborn enough not te declare if:

"But when Our Signs came to them. visibly they said: "T'his is a sorcery manifest!'
And they denied them, though their souls acknowledged them wrongfully and out of
prides So see what was the end of thuse who acted corrupthy!",

Verse 27:13-14 of Surat An-Naml (The -Anty).
Take for instafee the most debatable sign:

The splitting of the moon. this a major universal sign, which many Westerners did not
accept in the past: indegd. even some Muslims thought it was & legend.

It was narrated by Anas bin Malik: "The people of Mecca asked Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) to show them a sign (miracle). So he showed them the moon split in two
halves between which they saw the Hira' moontain®.

[Sultilt Al-Bukdyaril.

But people of Mukkah then said: Mubammad mfluenced us with magic! Splitting ot the
moon was then documented in the Holy Quran:

"The Hour [of Judzment] is nigh, and the moon was cleft asunder. And if they sce a
sign, they turn away and say: "This is confinuous magic'. They denied (the Truth)
and lollowed their own lusts, And every matter will be settled [sccording to the kond of
deeds: good deeds will take theirdoers to Paradise, and similarly evil deeds will take their
doers o Hell]",

Verses 54:1-3 of Surat Al-Qamar (The Moon).

A. Arabic Evidence: Eye-Witnesses (Locally)

Narrated Abdullah bin Mas'aod: "The moon was split ( into two pieces ) while we were
with the Messenger of Allah. He said, " Be witnesses,".
[Sahih Al-Bukharif.

Agcording to Maududi, the rraditionists and commentators have agreed thai this imadem
touk place at Mina in Makkah about five years before the Holy Prophet's Hijra (migretion)
o Medina. The Moon had split into two distinet parts in front of their very eyes. The twa.
parts had separated and receded so much apart from each other that 1o the on-lookers (in
Makkah) one part had appeared on one side of the mountain and the other on the sther
side of it. Then, in an instant the two had rejoined (the moon reformed as before).

This was @ mamfest proot of the (ruth that the system of the universe was neither etzrnal
nor immortal. it could be disrupted. This incident indicated that huge stars and planets
could sphit asunder, disintegrate, collide with cach other, and everything that had been
described in the Qurtan on the Resurrection could happen.
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) invited the people’s
atention to thig event only with this shject m view and asked them to mark it and be a
wi.ness o it But the dishelievers described it as o magical illusion and persisted in their
deial. They were reproached in Sural Al-Qamar (The Moon) for their stubbornness,

Artistic Istamic impression of Moon Splitting as ome of Muhammad's Miracles

Fritish Evidence: Eye-Witnesses (Globally)

Tae incident relating 1o King Chakrawati Farmas is documented 1n an old manuscript in
the "India Office Library’', London. which has reference number: Arabice, 2807, 152-173.
It 1s quoted in the book “Muhammad Rasulullah.” by M. Hamidullah: (There is a very old
tradition in Malabar. Souwth-West Coast of India. that Chakreawati Farmas, one of their
k ngs. had observed the splitting of the moon. the celebrated miracle of the Holy
P-ophet (pbuh) a1 Mecca, and leaming on inquiry that there was a prediction of the
ceming of a Messenger of God from Arabia. he appointed his son as regent and set out to
meet him. He embraced Islam at the hand of the Prophet. and when returning home. at the
drection of the Prophet, died at the port of Zafar, Yemen, where the tomb of the “Indian
k ng™ was piously visited for many centuries.)

It is due 1o this incident about their kKing, the peéople of Mulibar became the lirst
coymmunity in India to accept Islam. Subsequently, they increased their trade with Arabs.
as the Arab ships used 1o pass by their shores on the way 10 China before the advent of
Frophet Muhammad (pbuh).

Eetore Prophet Muhamimad (pbuh), Malabar also had a Christian community dating back
from the earliest [ollowers of Prophet Jesus (‘Isa), pbuh, St Thomas is believed 1o have
migrated to India und died there. This community remained untouched by later theological
acvelopments in Christianity until the arnval of Portuguese traveler Vasco da Gama.
When the British were consolidating their stronghold in India, they deployed the largest
raval operation (on the shores of India) against the Muslims of Malabar.

American NASA Evidence: The fauli line and cracking of the moon

Aoon split by NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration. headquartered n
Washington, DC with field centers across the country) revealed that "the crust under the
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surface easily deforms causing the surface to crack and sink, producing a fault that looks
like a straight rill.....It's actually a lault line formed from a moonguake in the ancient
past...." NASA: The fault line and cracking of the moon (see below)

. P . I e

Science has confirmed that the moon did indeed crack as Allal Almighty mentioned in the
Noble Quran 1500 years ago. There are also ample eye witnesses that saw the moon split
in halt, which was a Sign of Prophethood proving Prophet Muhammad's Truthfulness
from Allah Almighty. Such majorevent was in fact eve-witnessed by Makkan people and
by many others hke the king of Malabar. and was recently supported by NASA crack
faulty line of the moon.

Criven the depth as well as the sublimity of the Quranic text, a laithful tronslation of it
mto another language is virtually impossible. The various translations thal exist today,
however accurate they may be, cannot be designatedas the Qur'an, since they can never hope
to umitate the diction or the style of the Book of Allah, But as translation is one of the few
ways to exporl the message of the Qur'an to allow those lacking in knowledge of Amabic to
share this priceless gifi, i1 becomes a duty for those in a position to fulfil ths task. It was by
the virtue of this Qur'an supported by the Prophetic Hadith that the Arabic language became
Lingier Franca from mid 7" - mid 18" centuries. since most (if not all) people at the time,
whether converted to Islam or not. were Keen to learmn Arabic out of negessity in order to
perform rehgious duties: to expand knowledge in vanous Nelds: or simply 10 commun cate 1n
business and money dealings,

Description of Allah (God): Oneness of God (Tawhid)., Essence of Islamic
Monotheism'* e @ Eabo

Indeed. Islam came to return man to s Creator, Sustainer (Allah, The God)y and to meke His
guidance the only source from which values and standards are 1o be obtained, as He isihe
Provider and Originator. The Oneness of God as the only law-giver and ruler. is the most
fundamental doctring in Islam. and hence 'La Haha Hla Allah, Mihammad Rasul Allah’
(There is no God bt Allah. Mubammad is Messenger of Allah) is the declaration of
submission to God and conversion to Islam. [ndeed. the Oneness of Allah (Tawhid), the
essenice of Islam and the most serious matier of knowledge. is summarized in Surat Al-Tkhlas
which by itself equates 1o one third of Qur'an (Qur'an contains 3 thirds: one third for Tawiid,
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one thiad for religious worshipping duties -Thadkt, and one third for the dealings in life —
Mitamalir):

"Sayv: Heis Allah. the One (and the Only) Allab the Self-Sufficient Absolute Master
(Whon' all creatures need). He begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none co-
equal or comparable to Him".

Verse 112:1-4 of Surat Al-Ikhlas or Al-Tawhid (The Purity of Faith).

"There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer".
Verse 42:11 of Surat Ash-Shura (The Consultation).

Al gh further described Himsell:

*“"He is the Originator of the heavens and the carth. How can have children when He
has no wife? He created all things and He is the All-knower of everything.".
Verse 6:101 of Surat Al-An'am (The Cartie).

Pehaps, Allah deseribes Himsell best in Avat-ul-Kursi, the best Verse of Qurian:

"Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever
Living. the Self-subsisting and Supporter of all, no slumber can seize Him nor sleep, to
Himr halongs all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is he that ¢an intercede with Him
exegpt with His Permission? He know what happens before or after or behind them (His
crestures), and they will never compass anything of His knowledge except as He wills, His
Kursi Le. footstool or chair, which should be distinguished from the "Arch' (throne)| do
extend over the heavens and the carth, and He feel no fatigue in guarding and preserving
thery ler He is the Most High, the Most Great (Supreme)”.

Verse 2:255 of Surar Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

It = smd that the Kuyrsi compared o the Arel 15 nothing but like a ring thrown out upon
opes space of the desert, If the Kuwryi extends overtbe entire universe, then how much greater
15 e ek indeed. Allah creator of both the Kwsfandthe Archgis the Most Great.

In Lslam. the Qualities (Sifar) mentioned in Que'an of Alkah, the Most High, like His Face,
Eves, Hands. Shins (Legs). His Commg, His (Israwa') rising aver His Throne and others, or
all txar Allah's Messenger qualified Him in the tue authentic Prophet's Ahadith (narrations)
as rzgards. His Qualities like (Nuznl) His Descent or His laughing and others, the religious
schelars of the Quran and the Sunnzh believe in these Qualinies of Allah and they confirm
that these are really His Qualitics. without Ta'wil (interpreting their meanings into ditferent
thinzs) or Tashbih (giving resemblance or similarity to any ol the creatures) or Ta'til
(completely ignoring or denyving them i.¢. there is no Face, or Eyes, or Hands, of Shins for
Allzh)y. These Qualities befit only for Allah Alone, and He does not résemble any of (His)
creatur=s. As Allal's Statement (in the Qur'an);

(1) ™1 ere is nothing like Him. and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.", (V.42:71).
(2) *There is none co-equal or comparable to Him.". (V.112:4).

The Almighty glorified and distinguishes Himself from His creatures (and Man)
attribues:

"And they say: "The Most Gracious (Alluh) has begotten a son [or offspring or children
{ar the Jews say: Uzair (Ezra) is the son of Allah, and the Christians say that He has



hegotten a son (Jesus) and the pagan Arabs say that He has begotten daughters (angels
and others)|. Indeed you have put forth a thing most monstrous. Whereby the heayens
are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the mountains fall down in utter ruins,
I'hat they attributed a1 son 1o The Most Gracious, There is none in the heavens and the
carth but comes to the Most Gracious (Allah) as a slave.",

Ferse 19:88-93 of Surar Maryam ¢(Mary).
The Almighty clanfies the mystery surrounding Jesus by saying:

"Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary),
but the Messiah said: "O Children of Isracl! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord'
verily, whosoever sets up partoers (in worship) with Allah, then Allah has forbidden
Pavadise o him, and the Fire will be his abode. and for the Zalimun (polytheisis and
wrong-doers) there are no helpers, Surely, dishelievers are those who said: Allah is
the third of the three (in Trinity). but there is no Hiah (god) (none who has the vight to
be worshiped) but One Hah (God — Allah), and if they cease not from what they say,
verily, a painful torment will befall on the disbelievers ampng them.....The Viessiah,
son of Marvam (Mary), was no more than a Messenger: many were the Messengers
that passed away before him, his mother (Mary) was a Siddigah (3 woman of truth);
they both used to eat food (as any other human heing, while Allah does not eaf); look
how We make the Avar (proofs, signs, lesson) clear to thems; ver look how they are
deluded away (from the truth)'™,

Verse 5:72-73 uid 75 of Surat Al-Ma'idalt (The Tuble Spread).

"And (behold) when Allah will say: ©" Jesus, son of Mary! Did you say (¢ men:
"Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?' he said: "Glory te You!
Never could T say what [ had no right (To say), had 1 said such a thing, You would
surely have known it. You know what is in mysell though | do not know what is in
yours: truly, You, only You, are the AlkKnower of all that is hidden (and
unseen)'.

Verse 5:016 of Surat Al-Ma'idah (The Table Spread).

It 1s unfortunate that the Christians overpraised Jesus nll they took him as a god besides
Allah. It is narrated by Umar (the 2™ Caliph of Istam): | heard the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) saving: "Do not overpraise me the way the Christians overpraised tic son
of Mary, for I am only a slave. so call me the stave of Allah and His Messenger.".

JSalily Al-Bukliari, Vol 4, Hadith 654].

The Almighty then addressed the people of the Book by saying.

"O people of the Book (Christians)! Do not exceed the limits in your religion. nor
say of Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah Jesus, son of Mary, was (no more
than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, ('"Be!" — and he was) which He bestowed
on Mary and a spirit (Ruh) ereated by Him: so believe in Allah and His Mess nger.
Say not: "Three' (trinity)! Cease! (it is) better for you, For Allah is (the only) One
Hah (God), glorified is He (Far Exalted is He) above having a son, To Him b=longs
all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, and Allah is All-Sufficient as a
Disposer of affairs. The Messiah disdain oot 1o be a slave of Allah, nor the angels
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who are the near (to Allah), and whoseever disdain His worship and is arrogant, He
wi | gather them all together to Himself (fo answer).".

Verse 4:171-172 of Surat An-Nisa" (The Women).

Inceed, in the year of Deputations. 10™ of the Hijra (AD 631), a Christian embassy (a 60-
member-delegation) from Najran (towards Yemen. about 150 miles north of Sana'a) came
into to the Prophet's Mosque in Meding, They were much impressed on hearing this passage
of the Qur'an explaining the (rue position of Christ;

"\ erily, the likeness of Isa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created
him from dust, then (He) said to him: 'Be!’ —and he was, ™.
[Verse 3:59 of Surat Al- Imran/.

Indeed. if Jesus is borm without & human father, Adam was born without ¢ither a human
father or mother. But ingrained habits and customs prevented them accepting Islam as a
body. Hence, Qur'an compliments the above verse by challenging their behief: "(This is)
the truth from your Lord, so be not of those who doubt. Then whoever disputes with
your concerning him (Jesus) now after (all this) knowledge that has come to you
{Jesus being a slave of Allah, and having no share in Divinity), say: (O Muhammad)
"Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and vour women, ourselves
amd yourselves — then let us earnestly pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon these
who lie.".

Verse 3:60-61 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).

Thus. the Holy Prophet, firm in his faith, proposed a Mabahala, 1.e. a solemn meeting
(in a torm of contest), i which both sides should summon not only their men, but their
women and children, earnestly pray to Allah, and invoke sincerely the curse of Allah on
those wxho should liec. Those who had a pure and sincere faith would not hesitate. The
Chrstzns declined, and they entered into tributary relations with the new Mushim State and
were cismissed in a spirit of tolerance with a promise of protection from the Slate in return
for tribute, Atter they declined this challenge (which Qur'an recorded for history), God, The
Most High states deaisively the situation about Jesus:

""This is the true account [about Jesus|: There is no god except Allah [the One and the
O1ly True God, Who has neither a wile nor a son|; and Allah is indeed The Exalted
in Power, The Wise.",

Verse 3:62 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).

Navertheless. one member of this delegation converted to Islam (named Kaws bin
Al'yartah) because when the mule carrying his brother (Abu Harithah bin Algamah, one of
the 3 main leaders of Najran's delegation) wipped on the way from Najran to Medina; an
interesting conversation ook place between these 2 brothers:

Kawz said: "May the distant [person] get lost [referring 10 Prophet Muhammad]',
H.s brother leader Abu Harttha replied: '[No| you get lost!

Kawz asked surprisingly: 'but why brother?'

Aou Harithah replied: 'By Allah, he is the Prophet we have been waiting for'.
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Kawz said: 'then what prevent you from [believing] him and you know that [he is a
Prophet]?

Abu Haritha replied: 'because of what those people [the Byzantine Romans| did to us:
they honoured us. they provided us [with money, gifts. and services]: and were eenerous
to us; but they were hent on his [Muhammad's| opposition, thus il I do it |convert to
Islam), thev [the Romans| will take all that vou have seen from us',

Kawz kept that in mind. and soon converted to Islam and he then started telling that
converstaion. [1bn Hisham, Life of Prophet Muhammad, 2" volume, page 510].

Indeed. God. The Most High questions the illogic of having more than One God for this
Universe:

"We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them for a tmere)
play. Had We intended to take a pastime (i.e. a wife or a son), We could surely have
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that),....Had there been therein (in the heavens
and the earth) alihah (gods) beside Allah, then verily both wonld have been rained,
glorified is Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High be He) above all that (evil: they
associate with Him!...And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad)
but We revealed to him (saving): La ilaha illa Ana [none has the right to be worshipped
but I (Allah)|, so worship Me (Alone and none else)......And it any of them should say:
"Verily, T am an ilah (a god) beside Him (Allah)' such a one We should recompense with
Hell, Thus We recompense the wrong-doers (Zalimun).".

Verse 21:16-17, 22, 25 and 29 Surar Al-Anbivaa (The Prophets).
That 1s why Allah continuously stressed the taet that Jesus is 4 human being:

"Verily, the likeness of Isa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He ereated
him from dust, then (He) said to him: 'Be!’ — and he was.".
Verse 3:59 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Ineran).

Furthermore, the end of the life of Jesus on earth 15 as much involved in mystery as his
birth. But The Almghty God explains what exactly happencd to Jesus:

"That they said: "we killed the Messiah Jesus, the son of Mary, the Messenger of
Allah'; but they Killed him not, nor crucificd him, only a likeness of that was shown 10
them [the resemblance of Jesus was put over another man (and they killed that man)|,
and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge; but fellow
nothing but conjecture, for a surety they Killed him not: — Nay. Allah raised him up
(with his body and soul) unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, All-Wise. And
there is none of the people of the Book (Jews and Christians) but must believe in him
(Jesus as only a Messenger of Allah and a human being)

before his death, and an the Day of Judgement he will be a witness against them ™.
Verse 4:157-159 of Surat An-Nisa' (The Women).

"before his death" has 2 interpretations: 1) before Jesus' death after his descent from the
heavens. which means Jesus is still living in body and that he will appear just before the Final
Day, after coming of the Mahdi (Imam or the leader of Muslims). when the world will be
purified of sin and unbelief. Then there will be his tinal death before the Day of Judgement.
but all will have behieved belore that final death. 2) Others think that 'his death’ is referred to
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‘one of the people of the Book' i.e. a Jew's or a Chnstian's death, at the time of the uppearance
of the Angel of Death when he will realize that Jesus was only a Messenger of Allah and had
no shase in Divinity, The emphatic forny 'must believe! denotes more 4 question of duty than
of fact The Orthodox Christiun Churches make o a cardingl point of their doctring that his life
was Lugen on the Cross, that he died and was buried, that on the 3" day he rose in the body
with h s wounds mtact, and walked about and conversed. and ate with his diseiples, und was
alterw ards taken up bodily o heaven. This is necessary for the theologieal doctrine of ‘blood
sucrifeee and vicarious atonement for sins', which 1s rejecied by Islam.

Bat some of the early Christian sects did not believe that Christ was Killed on
the Cross:

» The Basilidans believed that spme one else was substituted for him.

* The Dovetae held that Christ never had a rveal physical or patura]l body. but only an
apparentar phantom body. and that his Crueifixion was only apparent, not real,

s The Marcionite Gospel (about A.D. 138) denied that Jesus was bomn. and merely said that
e appeared 10 human form.

o Thz Gospel of St, Barnaba supported the theory of substitution on the Cross,

» The Quranic teaching is that Chrst was not crucified nor Killed by the Jews.
nanwithstanding certaimn apparem@ircumstances wihich produced that illusion 1n the minds
o some of his enemies: that disputations. doubts, and conjectures on such matters are
vain; and that he was 1aken up 1o Allaly.

I was the Roman emperor Constanting who believed in Chnstianity to provide lnm a
means of greater political and milivary stability: ivasclained that on the eve of an important
bartle. he saw o cross in the sky with the words: S this sign thou shalt conguer'. Constantine
had placed Christianity on an equal footing with paganism, pagan people of the Roman world
began 10 accept this now-popular Christianity by the hundreds of thousands, bringing with
them their pagan customs, He helped Romans to accommodate Christianity, but not in the
unique pure message of Christianity. The new Christianity resembled certain elements of
Roman belief, particularly the worship of Mithra, protector of the Empire and closely tied 10
the san gods: Hehios and Apollo. In fact. Mithra or Mithras was the aneient Persian god of
ligh protector of truth, and enemy of darkness (according 1o Old Persians), whose worship
then became popular in the Roman Empire; Mithracum (plural Mithrie'a) is grotto (cave) or
tempde sacred to Mithras, and Mithra'icism or Mith'raism is the belief in or worship of
Mitheas. Mithra's birthday on December 25, close o winter solstice, became Jesus' birthday
[in fact he was borm end of Summer - see under Christ in the Dictionary]. Mithra's ascension,
correlating to the sun's return to prominence around the spring equinox., became the€hristian
holicay of Easter. Christians took over a cave-temple dedicated to Mithra in Rome on the
Vatizan Hill, making it the seat of the Catholic Church, The Mithraie high priest’s title, Pater
Patram, soon became the ntle for the bishop of Rome, Papa or Pope. Later conferences
start2d to debate the identity of Jesus; Lheir prolonged discussions ended in rather confused
and somewhat divided conelusions [beyond the scope of this book],
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The Almighty stressed the 2% coming of Jesus in the Last Days before the Resureetion,

when he will destroy the talse doctnnes that pass under bis name. and prepare tor the
universal acceptance ol Islam:

"And (Jesus) shall he a Nign lor (the ecoming of) the Hour (of Judgement): therefore
have no doubt about the (Hour), but follow Me (Allah): this is a Straicht Path (of
Islamic Monotheism).".

Verse 43:61 of Surat Az-Zukivenuf (The Gold Adornmenty).

Islam, the Old New Beliel and a Comprehensive
Codec of life #* " emaba

Islam is nova religion in the narrew sense of 2 spinitual doctrine, 11 is a0 way of lilk,
thought, word and deed: Fuith without action is meanmgless. In [slam the term worshipping
means the full broad-spectrum of hife acnivities. Faith motivates action; and action brings Faith
oul nto the world, where 1t can grow and strengthen. Thus Prophet Mubammad said: “Islam
has bheen built on 5 (pillars): testifving that there is no God but Allah anc that
Mubammad is the Messenger of Allah: performing the pravers: paying the zakar ["alms-
tax’ or 'poor due', it is & tax levied on a man's wealth and distributed among the poar]; msaking
the Pilgrimage to the (Sacred) House: Fasting in Ramadhan',

[Hadith related by Sahih Al-Bukhari and Salih Mslim).

[slam is the external expression (by saving Shahuadah and performing actions), but more
importantly is the internal faith (Iman) by heart. Thus Prophet Muhammad says: "Name of
[truly] believes until his inclination is in accordance with what | have brought™.

[An-Nawawi's Forty Headith/.

On the authority of Umar {(ibn Al-Khatab, the 2 Caliph, Mav Allah be pleased with
hin)"'®_who said- One day while we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (may the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) there appeared before us a man whose clothes
were exceedingly white and whose hair was exceedingly black: po signs of journeying were
to be seen on him and none of us knew him. He walked up and satdown by the Prophet {may
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him). Resting his knees against hisand placing the
palms of his hands on his thighs, he said: O Muhammad, tell me about Islam. The
Messenger of Allah (may the blessings and peace ol Alluh be upon him) smd: Islam is 1o
testify that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger ol Allan, to
perform the prayers. to pay zakat, to fast Ramadhan, and to make the pilgrimage te the
House if you are able to do so He said: You have spoken rightly. and we were amazed at
him asking him and saying that he had spoken rightly, He said: Then tell me about anan
['rehigious behel” or "fuith']. He said: it is to believe in Allah, His angels. His books, His
messenger, and the Last Day, and to believe in divine desting, both the good and the evil
thereol. He said: You have spoken nghtly, He said: then tell me about fsan [has a special
religious significunce, and any single rendering of 1t would be inadequate, Dictio vary
meanings for thsan include: night action, goodness, charity, sincerity, and the hike: The word
root also means 'fo master or lo be profivient at’]. Ile said: it is to worship Allah as though
you are seeing Him, and while you see Tlim not, vet truly He sees you. He said: Then tell
me about the Hour [ie. of the Day of Judgement]. He said: The one questioned aboumt it



PARADISE DIDTIONARY

knoavs no better than the questioner, He said: Then tell me about its signs. He said: That
the slave-girl will give birth to he mistress and that vou will see the bare¢footed, naked,
destitute herdsmen competing in constructing lofty buildings. Then he took himsell off
and 1 ssayed for a time. Then he said: € Umar. do you know who the questioner was? | said:
Alleh and His Messenger know best. He said: it was Gabriel, wha came to vou to teach you
your religion.

[Hadith related by Sahily Mustim].

Thus, in a nutshell, Islam is the total submission to God and His guidance; accordingly,
All Pophets were Muslimys [rom the time of Adam. Abraham, Jacob, Jesus right through to
Muhiaw mad, the scal of Prophethood (peace be upon them all).

Gad Most High documented this importam fact: "The Religion before Allah is Islam
(subnission fo His Will).".
Verse 3:19 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).
"And Abraham enjoined upon his sons and so did Jacob: "Oh my sons! Allah had
chese s the Faith for you; then die not except being Mushims (in the state of submission
to Allah).".

Verse 2:132 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

"When Jesus found unbelief on their part. He said: "Whae will be my helpers to (the
work of) Allah? Said the disciples: "We are Allah's helpers, We believe in Allah, and do
thou rear witness that we are Muslims.™.

Verve 3:52 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).

“If anyone desires a religion other than Istam (Submission to Allah) never will it be
accepred of him: and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those whe bave lost"

Verse 3:85 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran).

Ir deed, this submission 10 One God is deeply rooted m the human nature, right from the
monent of birth; this is decmed the natural true relationship of Man with God. Thus Allah
says: "So set vou (O Muhammad) vour face towards the religion being vpright (hanif),
the rature (fitrah) in which Allah has made mankind: no change (there is) in the work
(wromight) by Allah: that is the true Religion: but moest among mankind know net."
Verss 30:30 of Surat Ar-Rum (The Romans) The Hanif docinine of Abraham 1s to live and
die i1 faith in the One True God: as opposed to Jews who despite teaching Unity, went after
tulse gods, and Christians who invented the Trinity or borrowed it from Paganism: "They
sav: 'Become Jews or Christians if you would be guided’. Say you: "Way! (I would
rather) the Religion of Abraham, the true (hanif), and he joined not gods with Allih.",

Verse 2:135 of Surar Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

Hanif means 'true belief or believer' as we say: 'the magnetic needle 15 true to the north'.
Those who have been privileged 1o receive the Truth should never hesitate or swerve, but
remain constant, as men who know. Man is therefore, born innocent, pure, true. free, inclined
to rght and virtue, and endued with true understanding about his own posinon in Universe
and about Allah's goddness, wisdom, and power. That is his true nature (Fitrah), just as the
nature of a lamb is to be gentle and of a horse 1o be swifl. But man is caught in the mesh of
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customs, superstitions, false teachings and sclfish desires, which then divert hum from (e true
path. Prophet Muhammad complements this Quranic Verse: Narrated Abu Hurarah: The
Prophet said: "Every child is born on Al-Fitrah [true faith of Islamic Monotheism [ie. to
worship none but Allah Alone)f. but his parents convert him to Judaism or Christianity
or Magianism, as an animal gives birth to a perfect baby animal. Do yvou find it
mutilated?’,

[Salilt Al-Bukhari, vol 2 Haditk 467].

Prophet Mubammad further explains and reiterates this meaning in his Hadith: *Allah
sayvs: "I ereated my servants hunafa' i.e. true belivers (plural of hanit)], then satans
distracted them from their (true) religion,".

[Suhily Muslim, book 4, Hadith 2197].

The Oneness of God is thus manifested by the oneness of the message. he etermal
Islamic message from the One God and the Only, through His many Prophets from Adam to
Muhammad o the successive generations throughout the history of Mankind, Thosz who
helieved in this Islamic message (submission 1o One God) are brothers bonded by their belier
and belong to one global tamily: the one Islamic Ummah that extends deep in the history.
whether they are the followers of the Prophets: Noah, Abraham, Jacob (and s 12 sons),
Moses, Jesus, ending finally in Muhammad, and eventually in the return of Jesus before the
Day of Judgement. God Most High says: "The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what
has heen sent down to him from his Lord. and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in
Allah, His Angels, His Books. and His MVessengers. (They say),"We make no distinetion
between any of His Vessengers' —and they say: "We hear, and we obey', (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to you is the veturn (of all)". Verse 2:285 of Surat Al-Bugarah
(The Cow). Furthermore, God threatens waming [rom any differentiation between the
Messengers, for they are all the Messengers ol One God (Allah): to believe m some ind to
reject others is a clear evidence of disbelief. Henee Allah's saying: "Verily, those who
disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and wish to-make distinetion between Allah and
His Messengers (by believing in Allah and dishelieving in His Messengers) saying, "We
believe in some buat reject others', and wish to adopt a way in between. They are in truth
disbelievers. and We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating torment.".

Verse 4:150-151 of Surai An-Nisa' i The Wamen).

Thus, Islam has re-connected the past with the present. as much as it has re-conmected
this life with the life-hereafier.

Islam gave a new concept of values and standards to mankind and showed the way to
learmn and live these values and standards. it also provided it with a new concept of | uman
relationships, In the world there is only one party of God. «ll others are parties of Saten.and
rebellion. "Those who believe fight in the cause of God, and these who disbelieve fizht in
the cause of rebellion. Then fight the allies of Satan: indeed, Satan's strategy is weak.".

Verse 4:76 of Surat An-Nisa' (The Women).

For human life, there is only one true system, and that is Islam; all other systems are
Jahitiyvah. Allah says: " Do they want a judgment of the Days of Ignorance? Yet vho is
better in judgment than God, for a people having sure faith?",

Verse 5:50 of Surat Al-Ma'idal (The Tahie Spread with Food).
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Thare i1s only one law which ought w be lollowed. and that is the Sharrah from God:
what & other than this is mere caprice. "We have set thee on a way ordained (by God);
then Dillow it, and do not follow the desires of those who have no knowledge.”.

Verse 45: 18 of Surar Al-darhiyvah (The Kneeling).

Tae truth is one and indivisible: anything difteremt from it is crror: "Is anything lefi
ipav

besides error, beyond the truth? Then whither do you go?™,
Verse 10:32 of Surat Yunus (Jonah).

5o, by they Sustainer, they have not believed until they make vou the arbiter of
their disputes, and then do not find any grievance against vour decision, hut submit with
full st bmission.".

Vorse 4:65 of Surar An-Nisa' (The Women).

[am alsdvprovides a code of lile, u comprehiensive set of Divine regulations 10 regulate
the 1tz of Mar on this earth according to Islumic teachigs, This Islamic code regulates not
only vy personal and spiritual affiirs but also the social, economic, and political aspects of
the cammunity and the world. Hence moral values and commercial dealings are inseparable
from the Islamic belief and daily practice: "Say (O Muhammad): Verilv, myv Salat
(prayer), my sacrifice. my living, and my dyving arc for Allah. the Lord of the 'Alamin’
(mankind, jinn and all that exists)".

Verse 6:162 af Surat Al-An‘am (The Carile).

") vou who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam (by obeving all the rules and
regulations of Ishamic religion) and follow not the footsteps of Satau. Verily, be is to you
a plaiy enemy.”,

Verse 2:208 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

Frther, Islam came with this total guidance and decisive teachings. It came to elevate
man sbove, and release him from, the bonds of the canth and soil. Al creatures are Allah's
creation and all land is Allah's land: thus islam is a global message and Mushims are not
boune by their birth-place nor limited by their national @rriteries. All relatianships therefore
ought 10 be based through God, as we came into being through s will and shall rétum to
Him. 4 blood relation is approved i Islam only through their relationship with the Creator.
") mankind, remain conscious of vour Sustainer, Who ereated you from one spul and
created from it its mate, and from the two of them seattered a great many men and
womcn. Remain conscious of God. from Whose authority you make demands. and
rever:nce the wombs which bore.”,

Verse 4:1 of Surar An-Niva' (The Women).

Vohen the relationship of the belief is established, whether there be any relationship
of bleod or not, the Believers become like brothers. God Most high suys: "Indecd. the
Bdie=ars are brothers” (Verse 49:10 of Surat Al-Hujurat or The Dwellings), which is @
defin fion as well as a prescription. The Prophet complements this by his saying: "None
of you [truly] believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himsel!”

[retared by Al-Bukhari and Muslim|,

Furthermore. the marriage/family in Islam is & highly revered institution.  The
monasticism practised i Cheistianity is not only forbidden but totally unknown in Islan: The



Almighty savs: "and We sent Jesus. son of Mary. and gave him the Gospel. and We
ordained in the hearts of those who followed himy compassion and merey, bat the
monasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them'.

Verse 57:27 of Surat Al-Hadid “Tron).

Thus the Prophet considered the moral attude with the wife and ftamuly as 4
manifestation of complete Buth in Allah: he sand " Believers with complete faith are those
with perfect morals, and the best of you are the best for their women (wives).".

[retared by Ai-Tiveaidhil.

Indeed after Prophet Muhammad dedth. his most beloved wite 4psha, was asked about
the characteryand behuviour) of Prophet Muhwmmad, she replied: "his character sas the
Quran” indicating that he was a mobile Qur'an translating all Qui'anic moral values into
practice 1.¢, the prophet was the e¢mbodiment ol Qurtanic moral cede: Thus, Prophet
Muhammad sets the highest moral standard that can be followed and imitated by 1fl his
follower Muslims. Hence, The Almighty prinses Muhammad and asks Muslims to follow his
example: "And Verily, von (O Muhiamupsd) ave onan exalted (standard of) characrer™.

Verse 68:4 of Surat Al-Qalam (The Pen).

"You have indeed. in the Messenger of Allah, an excellent example for hine who
hopes in (meeting with) Allal and the Final Day. and who remember Allah much®.

Ferse 33: 21 of Surat Al-Ahzub ¢ The Confedecates).

In Prophet Muhammad's ‘Final-Sermon’, shortly before his death, he addressed his
followers, *O* People. it is true that you have certain rights with regard to yoor wemen,
but they also have rights over you [...] Do treat vour women well and be kind to them
for they are your partners and committed helpers |... | Al mankind is from Adam and
Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a nonArab nora nonArab has any superiority over
an Arah; alse a white has no superiority over black nor a hlack has any superiority oser
white exeept by piety and good action,™ These words delivered i Arabic may sexm 10
belong in the era of the Civil Rights movement. but were utteged over 1400 yeurs ago. They
represent the first known Charter of Human Rights.

Despite the tribal mentaluy ol Arabs, Islamic practiee was protected by the mstitut on of
‘Law of Justice’ 10 proteet all subjects of Islimic Stare; the Islamic law awned ar protect on of
the 5 elements: faith, life, fortune, sanity, and honour, The following Prophet saying
constitutes the legal basis of civil life in Islam: "Were people to be given in accordance
with their claim. men would claim the fortunes and lives of Jother| people. but the onus
of proof is on the claimant and the (aking of an oath is incumbent upon himy who
denies.".

[Hadith related by Al-Buihagi, and part of it is in the two Sakils].

And also his saying (Peace be upon himi: "There should be neither harming nor
reciprocating harm.

[Related by thn Majah, ad-Daraquini and Vialik],

All people {Muslims or non-Muslimsi in Islamic World were equal in human —ghis
before Allah and before the Islamie law, where people are judged not on basis of faitl, but
on the basis of deeds. Despite the Institution of this Islamic law, Islam encouraged all
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believ zrs to suppress anger, to forgive people, and even to face the bad deeds with good ones,
aiming for the great reward of Allah and the greatest reward 1s specifically kept for the patient
Muslims. Allah Most High says:

"Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in adversity, who repress
anger and who pardon men; verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers).".

Verse 3:134 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Imran),

"The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is
better (ice. Allah orders the faithful believers to be patient at the time of anger, or to
excus= those who treat them badly) then verily he, between whom and vou there was
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend.".

Verse 41:34 of Surat Fussilat (They are explained in detail).

* Only thase who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning."”.
Verse 39:10 of Surat Az-Zumar (The Groups),

I=lam knows nosoil, no race, no lineage, no tribe, and no family. It only accepts Islam as
a submission to God (Allak) and all relations based on that submission and the land where
laves of Shari'ah of Godare operational. Thus Islam freed all humanity from the ties of the
carth, s0 that they might soar towird the skies and freed them from the chains of blood
relaticnships (the biological chainsy so that they might rise above. While Islam accepts the
human nature in commitiing sing, God's door is always open for all mankind to repent directly
to Hirn without any intermediate; Islam also encouraged all Muslims to forgive their brothers
i huramty and in Iskim,

It is on the basis of Islam that all blood relations, lineage bonds, and marital relations
should be established, but without Istami¢ belief, all such relations were hroken. God Most
Hizh says in praise of the Believers: " You will not find any people who believe in God and
the Last Day loving those who fight god and His Messenger, even though they were their
fathe -5 or their sons, or their brothers, or their Kindred. These are the people on whose
hearts God has imprinted faith and strengthened them with a spirit from Himself. And
He w ll admit them to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein. God will be
well-pleased with them and they with Him. They are the party of God: truly the party of
God =ill prosper.”.

Verse 38:22 of Surar Al-Mujadilah (The Woman Who Pleads).

We see that the blood reélationships between Muhammad (peace be on him) apd his uncle
'Abu Lahab' and his cousin "Amr bin Hisham' (Abu Jahl) were broken and that the Muslim
Emig-ants from Mecea were fighting against their families and relatives and were in the front
lines of Badr's battle, while on the other hand, their relations with the Helpers of Medina
becare strengthened on the basis of » common faith, They became like brothers, even more
than alood relatives. This relationship established 2 new brotherhood of Muslims in which
were included Arabs and non-Arabs. Subaib from Rome and Bilal from Abyssinia‘and
Salmin from Persia were all brothers. There was no tnbal partisanship among them. The pride
of lieage was ended, the voice of nationalism was silenced, and the Messenger of God
addressed them:

17 8 FHE PARY AL FROBL CTION



DICTICNARY OF ENGLISH WORDS OF ARABIC ETYMOLOGY

"Get rid of these partisanships: these are foul things” and "He is not one of s who
calls toward partisanship, wha fights for partisanship, and who dies for partisanship.”.

Thus this partisanship (the partisanship of lineage) ended: and this slogan (the slogan of
race) died: and this pride (the pride of nationality) vanished: and man’s spirtt soared to Jigher
horizons, freed from the bondage of flesh and blood and the pride of soil and country. From
that day, the Muslim's country has not been a picee of land, but the homeland or abode of
Islam( Dar-ul-Islam or "Abode of Islam") - the homeland where [arth rules and the Shar ‘ah of
God holds sway, the homeland in which he took refuge and which he defended. and in rying
- extend it, he became martyred. Indeed, within this Mushim Umma, it became the dream of
many nop-Arab speaking Muslims to get married an Arab speaking Muslim, an achicvable
dream in the abode of Islam, since all share this love of Islam and the love of Arabic language
[Also see below under Ummah],

Truly, the Prophet Muhammad was not only a mercy to the Mankind, but a mercy to all
creatures. He taught that animals rights to be respected: to be spared suffering, to rezeive
the food it needed. and to be treated well. [t is narrated by Abu Ya'la Shaddad bin Aus (may
Allah be pleased with him that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:

"Verily Allah has preseribed Proliciency (Thsan) in all things. Thus, il you Kilk Kill
well: and if you slaughter, slaughter well. Let each one of vou sharpen his blade and let

him spare suffering to the animal he slaughters.".
[Salih Musdim].

The Messenger stressed that respeet for anumals was part of the most essential Islamic
teaching; in the sacrifice of animals for food, the Prophet did not merely order Muslims to
respect the ritual and say the formula 'Bismiil. Laly Allahu Akhbar' (in the name of Allah [l
begin]. God 1s the Most Great), which made 1t passible to kill the antmal to cat it. He required
that the ammal be treated in the best manner and spared any needless sulfering. One day an
individual had immobilized his beast and was sharpemog his knife in front of it. the Praphe
intervened (o say:

"Do vou want to make it die twice? Why did not vou sharpen vour knile hefore¢ yvou
laid it down?".

Furthermore. the Propher made the respect of animal nghts a part of duties of human
beings and should be understood as one of the conditions of their spiritual elevation™;
Narrated by Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with them), that the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) said:

"A woman was punished Tor a cat she had imprissioned until it died. Because of this
cat, she went to hell: she did not give it food or drink while she confined it, nor did she
set it free to eat its prey.".

[Shalihs Al-Bukhari and Musiwn].

Conversely, 1t was narrated by Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him) said: the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "A woman prostitute was forgiven by
Allah), she passed by a dog at a site of hall-covered well, panting and almost dying of

thirst. so she took off her leather shoe and tied it to her necktie, and got for it (the dog)
from the water, thus she was forgiven for that.".
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[Shahilr Al-Bukharij.

I"e Prophet considers 'any pood done to living creature gets a reward (from Allah)'; but
he severely condemns mnyone involved m torturing animals, or for mstance using birds
suffer ng for play. or killing birds for mere pleasure: Narmated by Ibn Umar (who passed by
boyvs Tom Quraysh putting a hird (a hen) as a target for throwing arrows) and he said: "Who
dia t=t? Allah condemns whoever did that, the Messenger of Allab condemned whoever
used tliving creature (sulfering) for pleasure”.

[Shalily Al-Bukhari & Muslim/.

Fe also forbade marking animals on the face: Narrated by Ibn Abbas (may Allah be
pleasad with them), that & donkey marked on its face, passed by the Prophet who said:

Y Allah condemned whaoever marked it" and in another hadith version:

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibits the beating of the face and
marking omn the face,

[Both related by Sahily Muslim/.

kideed. i respect of animals, there are no less than 8 Suras (chapters) of the Qur'an
carrving the names of gmmils and social insecls:

Al-Bagarah (The Cow, Surah number 2),

Al-An‘am (The Cattle, Surah number 6),

An-Nahl (The Bees. Surah number 16),

An-Naml (The Ants, Surah number 27),

Al-Ankabut (The Spider Surab number 29),

. Al-Alaq (The Leech-like clot, Surah number 96),

. Al-Adiyat (Those that run i.e. mares or swili camels, Surah number 100) and
. Al-Fil (The Elephant, Surah number 105).

TN e e

-

However. the verses of Qur'an had also mentioned:

Sheep. Goats. Ewes. Oxen, Calf. Monkeys, Pigs. Birds. Hoopoe, Quail (sal®wa), Crow,
She-camel. Camel, Ishar (pregnant Camel). Wild Beasts, Canines, Dogs. Wolf, Lions,
Locasts, Lice. Frogs, Flies. Mosquitees, Termites, Da’bhah (moving living creature),
Wo s, Snakes (Hayyah, female snake: Thu'ban, male snakes), Moth/Butterflies, Steeds,
Mu es, Donkeys, A'diat (fast-running Horses), Mouriat (Horses lightening the rocky solid
carth with its hoofs at night), Mu ghirat (Horses used for the attack on the encmy),
Salnat (standing Horses), Jivad (good-guality Horses), Water-game. Land-game(trained
hurting beasts egp. hounds, and the birds of prey), Bahirah, Sa'ibah. Wasilah, Hamm
(Bahirah is the daughter of Sa'ibah, which is the She-Camel, Wasila is She-Camel or
Sheep. Hamm is the He-Camel), Whale (like the one that swallowed “Jonah”), Whale as a
big Fish (like the one mentioned in the story of *Moses™). the tender meat of the Sea
1Fithes). Coral. and Pearls (a natural gem formed by a living organism mussel or oysler,
wh.ch coats the imritating foreign object with a subsiance called nacre. the same niatenial with
wh ch it builds its shell; lavers of nacre build up to make a pearl).

Moreover. the Prophet's companion who narrated Hadith more than others is called

(Akddul Rahman bin Sakh 'r); the Prophet suw a stoall cat (in Arabic Hirrah is a cat, Fueairah,
a small cat) in his pocket, so the Prophet called hin *Abu Hurairah® (the one with the small



cat) and he became known by this name (ta the extent that many companions forgot his real
name

Thus, it was Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) eirea AD 610 (early 7" century)
who ught that the respect of animals’ rights was an essential part of Islamie teachime and
practice for the first time and long before the animal rights' movements of 20" century.

The Arabic linguage has recruited s huge vocabulary reservoir of beautful Arabse
words in the service of Islam to help laying down the Istamic foundation inter afic of human
rights@nd animal rights. In addition to animal rights. Islam is the First Intemational Systzm to
care about The Environment. making such care a duty of piety closely related to the wership
of Allah, Fhe Most High. Hence. Allah says:

{And do not do mischicl on the earth. after it has been set in order, and invoke Him
with fear and hope. Surely. Allahs Merey is (ever) near to the good-doers).
Verse 7i56 of Surat AUAraf (The Heighis).

(And do good as Allal has been good to vou. and seek not mischicf in the kind.
Verily Allah likes not the mischicf=makers (Mulsidun)).
Verse 28:77 of Stivat Al-Quasus (The Narrafion).
Furthermore. The Prophet (peace be upon him) encouraged “Green Tree-rich
Environment”
"Any trees a Mushioy may plant. and any seeds he may cultivate from which man or
animal, or any other ereature, eals, count as an act of benefaction (Sadagah)™.
(Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muskm).
"Whoever cultivates land that has been dead. that land becomes his own™,
(Nurrated by Al-Tirmithi on the authority of Jaair).
Islam even dirceted Man o the importance of *Eanvironmental Balance’. making
Muslim wn eco-friendly through his car¢ about the Balance of edrth-plants in nature. as
created by Allah. because such balance or equilibriuny 15 u sérentific necessity. executed
precisely and purposefully by Allah’s wikdom:
(And the earth We have spread outl, and have placed therein firm mountains, and

caused to grow therein all Kinds of things in duc proportion). v
Ferse I5:019 of Surar Al-HHje (The Rocky Tract).

(Verily, We have ervated all things in proportion and measure).
Lerse 34:49 of Surat Al-Qamar (I'he Moon).
Furtheomore, Islam advocated *Environmental Cleanliness™

Allah says: (Truly, Allah loves those swho turn to Him constantly in repentance md
loves these who keep themselves pure and ¢lean).

Verse 2:222 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

(In it are men who love to clean and purified. And Allah loves those who make
themselves ¢lean and pure).

Verse 9:108 of Surar 1-Raubal (The Repentance).
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Also, The Prophet (peace be upon him) says: “Cleanliness is equal to half the faith”.
(Narrated by Muslim).

The Prophet (peace be upon him) prohibited and severely warned against
*Eavironmental Contamination”, and he said:

“Beware of the three curses: defecation in the [water| supplies, and on the side of
the read, and by the shadow |of a tree|™.

Narrated by Abu Dawaod, 1hn Majal, Al-Hakim, and Al-Baihugi).

Tnis above-Hadith is an Islamic statement about *Environmental Protection® from the
rigks to the public health, in addition to the care about beautiful environmental appearance. But
this Hadith has also many benefits in “‘medical prophylaxis® against the contamination of water
supp 1es used for drnking. cooking, and washing, i order to prevent transmission of germs
theow gh water: and against the contaminanion of the roads of transport in erder o allow for Iree
movement of people and caravans, and to prevent spread ol infectious diseases; and against the
contemination of theplaces shadowed by trees, which are stations for rest, eating and w have
naps (short sleep) before resuming their long journey.

‘You should never pass urine in the stagnant water that doesn’t flow, and then take
batl (or wash) in it™.

(Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

*You should never pass urine in the stagnant water, and then make ablution from
ir™.
(Narrated by Alunad, Tivmithi, and Nisa ‘ee).

“Faith is more than sixty — or more than seventy — parts, the lowest is the removal of
tarn from the road, and the highest is the declaration of *La llaha [lla Allah® -There is
No God But Allah™,

(Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

*Whocever harm Muslims on their roads, their eurse on him is accepted (by Allah)™.
(Narrated by AI-Tabarani),

Islam was even the First to call for *Preservation of living creatures from Extinction”,
werce Allah tells us about Noah story:

(There came Our Command, and the fountains of the carth gushed forth! We said:
“Embark therein, of each kind Two (male and female). and your family — except those
against whom the Word has already gone forth, - and the believers’ But ouly a few
be'ieved with him).

Verse 11:40 of Surat Hud (The Prophet Hud).

When the people were hurt and complained about the dogs i Medina (because of barking
al night, and dog-bites which may be fatal in rabies), The Prophet (peace be upon him)
refused to eradicate them, because they constitute an ummah (community) of animals, and
sad:

“If the dogs were not a community (smmah, plural umam) among the communities,
I mould have ordered killing them, so (only) Kill the unknown black ones among them™,
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(Narrated by Ahu Dawaod, Al-Nisa'ee, lhn Majal, and Tirmithi).

This is because all other hving creatures have their own special social community and
identity e.g. ants, bees, dogs, and cats; and hence Allah Most High says:

(There is not a moving living creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with ils two
wings. but are communities like vou. We have neglected nothing in the Book. then to
their Lord they (all) shall be gathered).

Verse 6:38 of Surat Al-An‘am (The Cattle).

Islam Did Not spread by the Sword !V hadi@nba,

Islam means submission to God. and also means the religion of peace (from the verb
sallamet; w0 submit, derived Isfam, Istislam meaning submission: but from the same Arabic
root, safama, salimas 1o be safe and sound, the word Salam is derived meaning peace). Selam
15 the saluting in Islam; turther, Salam is one of the beautiful names of Allah, because He 15
the source of all'peace and security. [ was during peace rather than war that Islam spreads
and flourishes: for instance, the number of Muslims multiplied many many times after
Hudaibiya peace negotiation (Allah called 1t Farh, victory) than afier any baitle. Indeed
Muhammad's influence and the antractive refigion of Islam. ruther than the sword is what
make people from as far away as Yemen and Oman to swear allegiance to Muhammad ind to
be converted ta Islam. Muslims sre ordered to peacefully convey and spread the message of
Allah to all mankind (being Allah's ereatures) allover the world's known land (being Allah's
land), Indeed. most of South East Asia meluding Indonesia and Malaysia. Brunei. Philippines.
and even the Amencas (See Chapter 4)as well as all sub-Saharan countries of Africa were all
converted to Istam peacefully through Mushm and/or Arab merchants and preachers (mamly
Muslims from Yemen-Hadhramout, Moroceo and from West Africa mainly from Mali) who
practiced Islam with total honesty and apply its pringiples in their moral and comn=ercial
dealings alike. However, Muslims must remain committed 1o protect Islamic message (da'wah
or preaching) to reach people of this globe. or it will be tncumbent upon Muslims to defend
Islamic faith and 1o hight the aggressors who prevent this Islamic messuge from reaching
people. Muslims never spread by sword or had ever forced non-Muslim enemies into Islam:
during fighting none of the churches or synagogues. aud none of priests or rabbis hac ever
been attacked or kitled in the land conquered by Islam; similarly none of women, children and
clderly were ever antacked.

Thus Islam advocates conversion by conviction. The Holy Qurlan says: "lnvite
(mankind, O Muhammad) to the way of yvour Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom and fair
exhortation, and reason with them in the better way".

Verse 16:125 of Surat An-Naltl (The Bees).

War was never desirable, but when Muslims were compelled 1o 1t because they were
attacked or because their survival was threatened, they had to keep strictly to what was
needed to fight enemy forces that were armed and/or determined to fight. If the latter washed
peace or surrendered. the war must be stopped. according to the Quranic injunction ®: " But if
they incline toward peace, do vou (also. in the same way) incline toward peace, and trust
in Allah, for He is the One that hears and knows (all things)”.

Verse 8:61 of Surar Al-Anfal (The Spoils of War),

LILApP KN Aeabie: ILTH bk e W b and Medieval Spgs BOIT7T7



PARADIIYE DIDTIONADT

F mthermore. [slam being the religion of Allah, The Creator of all mankmd, made Muslims
always hope for the conversion (into Islam) of their very enemies, and even to treat them kindly:
"Parbaps Allah will make friendship between vou and those whom vou hold as enemies.
and Adlah has power (over all things), and Allah is Oft-Forgiving. Most Merciful. Allah does
nor foebid you to deal justly and Kindly with those who fought not against yvou on account of
religien nor drove you aut of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity.".

Verse 60:7-8 of Surat Al-Mumtalanah (The Woman to be examined),

Bt Mustims' hopes extend even further to the aggressive enemies who fought them
Inceed in the battle of Uhud in AD 626, Muslim anmy was retreated for the first time (some
histor ans considered them defeated) before the army of unbelievers under their 3 genius
leiders: Abu Sufyan (an arch-enemy of the Prophet): Khalid bin al-Walid (son of Al-Walid
bir aFMugherah, an arch-enemy of the Prophet, Allah had already condemned al-Walid 10
he 1-f re and documented that in Qur'an): and Tkrimah bin Abu Jahl (son of Abu Jahl, an arch-
enem /s of the Prophet, Abu Jahl was killed by Mustims in the carher battle of Badr in AD 625;
he toe was condemned by Allah to hell-fire and that was documented in Qur'an). The Prophet
su Temed in the battle of Uhud and he thus supplicated The Almighty to punish them. but Allah
denied the Prophet his reguest. by saying: "Not for you (O Muhammad. but for Allah) is
the dxeision: whether He turns in merey to (pardon) them or punishes thems verily, they
ar2 wrong-doers.” . Verse 3:128 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of limran) One decade later
n ALY 636 (atter Prophet Muhanmunad's death) in the decisive battle of Yarmuk. the very same
lezdess were converted 1o Islam and are now the leaders of Muslim army against the hugely
mambered (240,000 Roman soldiers) and militarily supenior Byzantine Roman army (that had
pccupied Eastern Mediterranean Arab land, and kept on invading Arabian Pemsular
hardcrs); Khalid bin al-Walid (after his conversion to Islam) beeame the military General
whor the Prophet called (the unsheatled sword of Allal). Khalid (Commander-in-Chief)
dizidad his 40.000 Mushm army into 40 kurdosah ie. corps (plural karadees) with 1000
fighters for cach corps. led by a tough experienced fighter: General Khalid then addressed the
Musl m army by saving: "fafter praising Allah) This is a day of Allak's days... Be honest in
vouer Jiliad and make your deeds (o Allulr exclusively; it is a day that lras late (crucial)
canisequences, if we push them toduy rowards their trench, we shall be able o push them
fand win), and if defeat us we will never succeed afterward”. lkrimah bin Abu Jahl was
arotl er military leader who said: I fought the Messenger of Allah in many battles? How
can [ oran away from you (Romans) today? He then shouted: 'who can pledge with me to
fight till death?' The first to respond was his very uncle Al-Harith bin Hisham [the brother of
his father Abu Jahl (Amr bin Hisham). and who also fought against Mushms an Uhud. but
new an elite Mushim|; Ikrimah thus formed a 'Death Division' from 400 Muslims pledging o
fizht with lum till death. As for Abu Sufyvan. an 80-years-old Arab clite and Master, acting
now as the leader of spiritual direetion (similar to the role of the Prophet in battles), who
stgessted dividing Muslim army into 3 major parts, one in front. followed by the logisties of
lcod and munitions, followed by Khalid mobile division (his excellent plan was adopted); he
ako formed women division at the back of the army (o deter and rebuke any retreating
solders. Abu Sulvan shouted: " Mustims, it comes what you are waiting for and secing
now. and here is the Messenger of Allah und Paradise before you. and the Satan and Hell-
[fre Sehind you': he then rotates between corps, addressing each corps: "Q'Allah, (V'Aliah,
you are the sanctuary of Arabs and helpers of Islam, they are the sanctuary of Romans
[Byzuntines| and helpers of shivk (i.e. Polytheism, literally "association gods with Allal'’);
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O'Allah, this is « day of your Days; Q' Allult, descend your victory on your ser-ants.”
Laterly, amid the silence following the fierce fighung on that day, Abu Sufvan (f"ghung
under the banner of s son Yaad) again shouted audibly in the banle field: O 'Allah,
accelerate your victory, O'Muslims stay firm, stay firm'. Also. Abu Sufvan had earlier
advised his son Yazid. another military general in command of a major division of Mushm
armv: ‘O my son, be fearful only of Allah, and be patient, you are a distinguished leeder 1o
be foltowed by others, so he the best of all in endurance and in fighting enemy. cining
always for Allah’ best reward’,

Indeed Allah's victory was granted at a high cost: [krimah was Killed as & manyr tcaether
with hisunele Al-Harith and the rest of his 400 'Death Division’. Abu Sufyan (in hes 80s)
fought with anc eye. had now lost his 2™ eye and became a hlind man for the rest of his life;
Khalid however, despite his extensive wounds, has survived.

This vivid example reveals how Allah teaches His Prophet and Muslims (o persevere
and be patient and never to lose hope even in their hostile pagan enemies: it also reveals
the complete transformation and the radical change that Islam and the Propher have
caused among such unbelievers, who later all converied to Islam, to become not only as

sood Muslims but dedicated and devout Muslim martyrs''' @,

Interestingly. and during the battle of Yarmuk. the Roman general Jurjah came oul (on his
horse) and requested general Khalid (who in tm came out viding his horse); they then eatered
in an intellectual dialogue in which Jurjah enguired why was Khalid called 'the sword of
Allah’, Khalid replied: "God sent us his Prophet, who summaoned us, but we avoided him
and Kept well away from him. Then some of us helieved him and followed him, whereas
others distanced themselves from him and called him a liar. I was among those who called
him a lisr, shunned him and fought him. Then God gripped our hearts and our fordocks.
guiding us to him so that we followed him. The Prophet said to me "You are a sword
among the swords of God which God has drawn against the polvtheists', and he praved
for victory for me. Thus | was named the Sword of Allah, heeause | am now the most
hostile of Muslims to the polytheists”. [Pages 76-77 great Arab conquests| General Turjah
then asked Khalid: What do you preach (invite people t0)? Khalid replied: "to Shahadah,
testifving that ‘there is no God but Allak, and that Mulammad is His servan® and
Messenger', and 1o accept what had been revealed to him by Alluh, the Most High'. Jurjah
asked: and what il someone didn't accept (vour invitation)”? Khalid said: “then tribute amd we
will protect them". "and what i he didnt give it (the tribute) asked Jurjah, Khalid said: "we
then warn him about war and we fight him". Jurjah then enguired: what is position »f the
onc who aceepts (your mvitation to Islam) and enters into this affair (Islam), Khald replied:
"his position will be equal to ours, according to what Allah has ordered us, our nobles and
commaons, our first and lasts (are equal before Allah)". Turjah then questioned: and whoeyer
enters today will be rewarded just like you?' Khahd replied: " Yes and better”. Jurjah gsked:
‘how came. when you have preceded him', Khlid replied: "we accepted this affair (Islam) by
force: and we gave him the pledge while he was alive between us: news of heaven come (o
him and he tell us about the book (Qur'an) and reveal to us the signs (mirackes of
Prophethood): the one who saw what we have seen, and heard what we have heard is
obliged to submit (hecome a Muslim) and to give the pledge. But vou didn't see what we
saw, and didn't hear what we heard of the wonders (miracles) and evidences. so wheever
of you enter this affair (becomes a Muslim) truthfully and with intention is (surelv) better
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than ws', Jurjab asked; by Allah did you tell me the trith and didn't cheat me? Khalid said: (1
sweary by Allah I told the truth and Allah is the supervising patron of what you haye
engui-ed about”. Jurjah then tumed his shield and went with Khalid and asked: teach me
Islem' So Khalid took him to his camp and poured a bag of water and praved with him two
Rus'ans (ie. two units of prayer. singular Rak'ah, consist of one standing. one bowing and 2
prestrations). The Romans were furious at Jurjah's conversion to Islam. Thereafter. Junab
fovgh as a Mushim with Khalid against the Byzantines for many hours until the sun-set, when
he wa injur;cd fatally and died as a Mushim and he dwdn't pray to God except these 2 Ruk'ahs
with R hahid™.

Arabs were indeed the substance and the exemplary leaders of Islam. The waging of war
i Islam 15 an exceptional situation, and is enjoined (out of necessity) against certain
catzgeries. such ag!® B, (1) those who attack a Mushm country; (2) those who prevent the
glcba message of lslam to be preached and to be reached by peaceful means; and (3) the
apestaies (renegades).

Almghty savs: "Permission te fight (against disbelievers) is given to those
(belicvers) who are fought against, because they have been wronged; and surely, Allah
is Able to give them (believers) victory. Those who have been expelled from their
homes unjustly only because they said; 'Our Lord is Allah.' For had it not been that
Allab checks one set of people hy means of another, monasteries, churches,
synagogues, and mosques, whercin the Name of Allah is mentioned much would surcly
have been pulled down: verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause), truly, Allah
is AlRStrong. All-Mighty.™.

Verse 22:39-40 of Surat Al-Hajj (The Pilgrimage).

Muslims' demands during war were simple.. All fighting non-nmuslim ¢nemies were
giver one of 3 consecutive options: an honest invitation to become Muslims, (if not, then) to
pay ¢ tribute in exchange of protection (jiz'va), (if not, then) Muslims are forced 1o fight
them 1n a decisive battle. If this Y-optivns principle is violated, then the tribute is
revoked and/or the land conquered must be withdrawn from'" %

o [rdeed prior to the decisive battle of Yarmuk on 636 AD (15 Hijri) between Muslims and
Romans, Muslim armies took tributes from Christian inhabitants of cities and then decided
W retreal tactically from these cities i preparation for the decisive battle (of Yarmuk)
with the news of massively mcoming and re-grouping Roman armies, so the military
general leader Abu Obaidah (before Khalid's armval) ordered "Hubaib hir Mas'lamah’ 1o
re-pay them back their tribute as they could not protect them (in case they lose the coming
fmal battle). This was totally unprecedented: and all Christian inhabitants wished Muslims
a return after a victory aver the Romun armies of the Byzantine Empire, who used o tax
them heavily and to treat them badly and would never ever repand them their 1axes.

o Conversely, when Samargand was conguered suddenly by Quiathal bin Muslim al-Bahili
by the sheer Muslim military force on 87 Hijri, the defeated (and displaced) people‘of
Samargand later complained to Caliph Umar bin AbdulAzziz (through his governer/wali
Sularman bin Abi al-Surri) in 99 Hijri. that they were never given the 3 choices before
tiey were over-run and their city was taken, i.e. they were not invited to Islam before
f ghting. the Caliph set & court which judged their case. The Judge (Jumai® bin Hadhir)
gave his verdict in favour of Samargand's people. Therefore all Mushm Arnies were
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ordered by the Judge to dismantle their camps and to leave the city of Samargand. and to
re-engage in fresh negotiation with such people on the 3 options principle. Samarqgand's
peaple (who never witnessed such a great Justice), decided unanimously to aceept Islam
as their own choice. with an agreement that negated the need fora new war,

¢ Furthermore. in 100 Hijri, Caliph Umar bin AbdulAzziz removed his goverror on
Khorasan (Al-Jerrah bin Abdullah Al-Hakami, after one year and 5 months of
governship), because he ook a tribute from the converts 1o Islam, claiming they only
became Muslims in order to avord paying (ributes (mm protest, those ¢onverts reverted
back tatheir first religion and paid the tribute): Umar replaced him and said: “Alladr sene
Mubammuad (peace be upon him) as a preacher and not a tax-collector’!

Thus i fact, the defence of Islam is what led to Global spread of Ishum (or Jihad in the
cause of Allah) and later led to the expansion of Islamie world. As Monigomery Watl put it in
page 7 of his baok ‘The Influence of 1slam on Medieval Europe’; (This last assertion daes not
mean that the religion of Islam spread by the sword. In Arabia, mdeed, pagan idol -
worshipping tribes who begame the object of Jihad were given a choice between Islam aad the
sword. There was a different treatment, however, for Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians and others
reckoned to be monotheists. Their religions were held to be sister religions to Islam. thaugh it
was alleged that the contemporary adherents of each had departed from s original purity.
Nevertheless, they were still monotheists, and could be accepted by Muslims as allies of a
sort. In the countries autside Arabia first mvaded by Arabs most of the mhabitants were taken
to be monotheists. The aim of the Jibad then became not the conversion of these populations
but their submission to Mushm rule with the status of protected persons; collectively they
were ahl adh-dhimma, and the individual was a dhimmi, . they had internal autonomy under
their religious head, such as patriarch or rabbi. A poll-tax (jiz'va) had to be pad to the Mustim
governor for each individual in the group...sometimes they were less severely taxec than
under the previous rulers [Romans and Persians|. and it was a matter of honour for the Islamic
state to protect them effectively. In general the situation of the protected groups wis not
unpleasant, but there were some disadvantages. They were not allowed o bear arms or narry
Muslim women, and they were usually excluded from the highest offices of the state).

However dhimmi literally means relating to conscience. or the really carec for.
Furthermore, €ach Muslim must pay Zakal to the governor #oo: paymem of Zakal is
obligatory as it is one of the 5 pillars of Islam, and 1s a certam fixed proportion of the wealth
(2.3%) and of every kind of property liable 1o Zakat. The Muslim's Zakat contributior may
well exceed the liz'va (poll-tax) contribution of a dhimmi. Nevertheless, the dhunmi might
feel he was a second-class citizen; this explains the mass conversions from Christianity to
[slam. In fact, some contemporary Muslim scholars believe that if a Christian or aJew feel
about his dhimmi status (in a Muslim State), then the title ‘dhimmi' may be replaced by
‘citizen’ in exchange of sharing his Muslim co-citizens in the protection of the Muslim State
(See below Prophet Muhammad 'Covenant of Citizenship” in Medina).

Once the military barriers are broken down and the psychological fear/threat barrier is
lifted. and the Istamic message (Da'wah, or preaching) is allowed (o reach the people. then the
people are entirely Free to believe. God Most High says:

"Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands outs clear from Ervor".
Verse 2:256 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).
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"If they charge you with falsehood, say: 'For me are my deeds and for you are vour
deeds! You are free from responsibility for what [ do, and 1 for what you do' "' .
Verse 10:41 of Surat Yunus (Jonah).

"Say. "The Truth is from your Lord® Let him who will, believe, and let him who will,
rejeet (it)" .
Verse 18:29 of Surat Al-Kahf (The Cave).

"To you (Kkafirs or non-believers) be vour Way (Religion). and to me mine".
Verse 1019:6 of Surat Al-Kafirun (Those who reject Faith).

Indeed. the concept of 'Religious Tolerance' is a purely Original Islamic invention and
was practiced by Muslims allover Islumic World (Caliphate) and throughout Islamic history;
muay of the Caliphs took non-Muslim doctors as their private Court Physieians, without
forcin 2 or coercing them inlo Iskim.

Sch concept of ‘Religious Tolerance' 1s historically connected with Muhammad himself.
When the resistance of the Makkan pagans becomes more intense. the people of Medina (or
Ya'hrb) sent an embassy to Muhammad, offering to make him their leader. Mubammad (after
takang the pledge from them) accepted and left with his followers on the emigration. or hijra.
m A 6225 this crucial gvent marks the beginning of the Muslim calendar.

Thus the Medinese pagans converted to Islam and the first Islamic State was born;
Muha mmad was now a political leader as well as a religious leader. The Qur'an like the Torah
is among other things a code of conduct and a code of laws: in neither there is a distinction
betwe=n 'religious’ and 'secular’ laws. Muhammad guaranteed religious freedom to Medina's
Jews m his "Covenant of Citizenship' which represents a foundation stone in State
cit-zemship (irrespective of creed. ethnicity, and racial diversity) and the First milestone of
rel gimus tolerance in the world history as embodied in this embryonic Islamic State in the
Aribiwn Peninsula. The covenant also states that'Medina citizens should they wash to protect
this Ilamic State militarily against (the invasion by) Makkan polytheist pagans (of Quraysh).
they will then be allowed a share of the war booties' distribution accordingly: but the covenant
made 1t an obligarary dury' on all Medina citizens to defend Medina against external invasion
and Ao to aid or shelter the enemy (or enenues) ol this [skamic State. [See Ibn Hisham, Life
of Praphet Muhammad, 2" volume. 452-454 for details of Covenant of Citizenship|

The Qur'an affirnied that the Toriah and Gospels were divinely inspired scriptures that had
been cevealed by God through his prophets. While pagans were o be forced to convert, lews
and Christians, as People of the Book (ah/ al-kitab). were assured the right toworship. The
Qur'a expresses reverence for the main figures of the Jewish and Christian traditions: Moses,
Devid. the Virgin Mary, Jesus. and others. It enjoins respect for some of the main elements in
OLd Testament law: to refrain from pork, practice circumeision, and so on

Many passages in the Qur'an emphasize the commen heritage of these faiths, all related
to that of the original hanif. Abraham (i.e. the monotheist belief of Abraham). The Qur'an
lambastes Christians and Jews who claim that only members of their sect will be admitted to
Heavens. The Qur'an makes no such exclusivist claims for Muslims: good Christians and
Jews will have their place in Heavens as well.



"Be courteous when vou argue with the People of the Book. except with those
among them who do evil. Sayv: "We believe in that which is revealed to us and which was
revealed to you, Our God and your God is one. To Him we surrender ourselves,"

Verse 29:46 of Surat Al-Ankabut (The Spider).

Following the military conquest of Syna. Muslim armies conguered Palestine peaczfully:
the man m charge of Jerusalem was patriarch Sophranius (a8 Greek: churchmany who
considered the appearance of the Arabs a sign of God's anger al the sins of the Clwistian
people. Sophranius insisted that he would surrender the ity only to the caliph Umar humsell:
accordingly caliph Umar bin al-Khattab came in 637 or 638, Umar's agreement thal Inllows
represeats a major londmark in the histery of mankind, and the first cornerstone of rehgious
tolerance incthe outside world of Arabian Peninsula. and indeed a great beginning of sound
Islame-Christian relations (inspired by Prophet Muhammad's Covenant of Citizenship). The
text of Umar's agreement is as follows:

"In the name of God, the Mereiful, the Compassionate, This is the assuramce of
safety |aman| which the servant of Allah Umar, the Commander of the Faithful, has
given to the people of Jerusalem. He has given them an assurance of safety for
themselves, for their property. their churches. their erosses. the sick and healthy of the
city and for all the rituals which belong to their religion. Their churches will rot be
inhabited by Muslims and will not be destraved. Neither they, nor the land, on shich
they stand, nor their cross, noy their property will be damaged. They will mot be
forcibly converted. No Jew will live with them in Jerusalem [this prohibition had been a
leature of Roman law; and suggests that the Chnishan negouators had played a strong hand
m excluding Jews as a precondition 1o thepeaceful surrender of the eity], The people of
Jerusalem must pay the laxes (jiz'va) like the people of other cities and must expel the
Romans |Byzantines] and the robbers. Those of the people of Jerusalem, who want to
leave with the Romans |Byzantines|. take their property and abandon their churches
and crosses will be safe until they reach their place of refuge. The villagers [ah/ al-ardh.
who had taken refuge i the city at the time of the conguest] may remain in the city if they
wish but must pay taxes like the citizens. Those who wish may go with the Romans
| Byzantines| and these who wish may return to their families. Nothing is to be raken
from them belore their harvest is reaped. 11 they pay their taxes according to their
obligations, then the conditions laid out in this letrer are under the covenant of God,
are dirimmat [the responsibility] of His Prophet, of the caliphs and of the faithful.

The following witnessed this |agreement|: Khalid bin al-Walid, Amr bin al-As and
Mu'awiva bin Abi Sufvan [the future caliph]. Written and presented 15 Hijri'.

After Umar's agreement in Jerusalem and after Istamic conquests of Syria and Egypt, the
relationship between Muslims and Christians in the Middle East was said 10 he superior o the
relationship between Christians and fellow Christians in Europe. Indeed. despit¢ mass
conversions o Islam, the remaming Chrstians and Jews of the Islamic World uszd to
distinguish themselves from the European Christians and Jews as the Oriental people of the
Book: thus both oriental Christians and Jews along with Muslims were the target of massacres
committed by the European Crusaders in medieval ages (sec chapter 4),

Indeed. when Mushms ruled Iherian Peninsula (now Spain and Portugal) for neerly 8
centuries, Jews. Christians and Muslims all Tived together in total harmony, something so



PARADIDE DIDTIDIARY

unique in Europe that compelled authors such as Muna Rosa Menocal (2002 by Back Bay
Boeks Time Warner Book Group) to write a book entitled ‘the Ornament of the World -
Ho vy «fuslims, Jews, and Christians created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain’.
Muslimi rule in Islamic World and particularly in Spain did not only allow for ftolerating and
acconmmodating others, but for Jews and Christians prohiferation and excellence m poetry. an,
arcaitecture, madicine and science in general: the coexistence between Muslims, Jews, and
Christ an inhabitants (termed conviveneia by Spanish histortans) led The Jewish Museum in
New Work in 1992 10 produce a volume about this peaceful and productive co-existence
(under Mushm rule from AD 711 o AD 1492), entitled 'Convivencia — Jews, Muslims, and
Chi-isians in Medieval Spain' |Editors Vivian B Mann, Thomas F Glick, and Jermilynn D
Dodds. published by George Braziller]. It was the so-called Spanish Reconquest and the
Roma yCatholic Papacy that were responsible for introducing the darkest and the most savage
ane irtolerable Inguisition Tribunals (based on religious diserimination), totally unparalleled
anc yrknowr in the history of Mankind (sce below),

It deed, the Jewish holocaust had only been committed in Europe: the Muslim World was
as always, the only Sanctuary in the world for Jews fleeing along with others, from the
Eutopean persecution,

Despite Spanish Royal pronuses (under Oath) to apply the terms attached o the
surrerder treaty of Granada (25 November [491) and despite the 67 terms of capitulaton
( 1492y guaranteeing the rights of the Moory (Muslims, or Muslims and Jews). King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella were secretly bent on breaking their covenant agreement. Granada
kirgdym was put under the Castilian authority rule of a Castilian governor, and the
inkab tants according to the Treaty were mitially allowed to retain their Mushim religion, their
laws nd judges, language and dress, the enjoyment of their property, and were given a
guara itee that taxes would not exceed those they had paid to their Moorish sovereigns.

Thesc terms, were observed as long as Hemando de Talavera was the archbishop of
Grineda (1493-1507); he communicated with Muslins and Jews uging Arabie translators
while attempting to leam the language himself, and founded a school to train Christian
preacaers to serve what he hoped would be growing Arabic speaking flock. But Isabella
appoited Franciso Jimenez de Cisneros of Toledo to be sent to join the archbishop and
accelerate Christian conversion in Granada. Cisneros toured Giranada in 1499 (who then
becare the future inquisitor general), and he then eschewed Talavera's patient dialogue-based
minis.ry, preferring a confrontational approuch of pressured mass conversions: Lest any of
Grancda's Moors misunderstand the message. Cisneros had copies of the Qur'an immolated in
great oublic bonfires.

L5 their holy books smoldered, so did Muslim resentment. Under pressure, muass
cowersions then took place. This pressure. and the public burning of 1slamic religious books,
firally made the Moors revolt. Goaded by Cisneros and others. Ferdinund and I1sabela
summarily voided Muslim nghts under the decade-old surrender treaty, issuing a new cdict
requi-ing Muslims and Jews in Granada and Castile to convert or be exiled.

The expulsion from the kingdom of Granada. of all Muslims over the age of 14 who did not
aezept baptism (12 February 1502) amounts to nearly 3 millions. They were not allowed to go
to North Africa: they could only go to Egypt or leave Castile by her frontier with Biscay. The
new converts, known as the Moriseos, came automatically under the loving care of the
Injguisition. By a later decree of Charles V (1525) they were forbidden 1o use Arab names, or to
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wear jewellery with Arabic designs: only crosses and Christian images were allowed. They
were forbidden o make marmiage contacts in accordance with their ancient laws, In 15356 the
enforced use of Castilian was decreed, the Arab language being banned under very severe
penalties. This and other.

Spanish Inguisition burning of prohibited books according to lists of indexes
publishied in Spain and updated in 1351, 1539, 1583, 1612, 1632, and 1640, The
Indexes included s wide range of books with special atiention to books written
in Arabic language e.g. copies of Quetan, Mustim and Jewish books written in
Arabic. as well as the vernacular ranslations of the Bible. "One country, one
riler, one faith" beeame the mandate of Tomas de Torguemada, an advisor o
Isabel who became the first General Inguisitor.
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harsh later measures precipitated the new revolt of 1571, the dispersal of the Moors over the
Castilian countries (before their final expulsion from Spain in 1609/1610), Although Spanish
historians and the Papacy do not admit more than few thousands killed in their Inquisitional
tribunals, however, many believe that Millions were killed in the course of rdigious
intolerance represented by the brutal Spanish Inquisition Tribunals.

The descendents of those Granadan and Castilian Muslims forcibly converted to
Christianity in the early 1500s remained as stubbormnly (though clandestinely) commated to
their former faith and customs as the poet had predicted: "it was the fear of death and of
burning that caused us to convert...we accept neither our change of religion nor what
they say on the subjeet of the Trinity". Arabic language remained a hving language in
Giranada a century afier its Muslim inhabuants were forcibly converted. By 1609, Span's
monarchs expelled recalcitrant Moriscos from Spain starting that same year. Il became
unacceptable not only to be a converted Muslim or Jew, but it also forbidden 10 be a
descendant of 2 Muslim or Jewish family,

In the aftermath of catastrophic events of World Trade Centres (at Twin Tawers — New
York) (11/92001) and thar of Madnd commuter (March 2004), Chris Lowney, a successful
Managing Director of JP Morgan & Co. (extending on three continents) wrote in his exzellent
book entitled: "A vanished World — Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Medieval Spain”
[published by Oxford University Press in 2006] ™: (Though Mustims, Christians, and Jews
all worship the same God revealed to. Abraham, that commen band paled in their eyes selore
the differences dividing the three faiths. These 3 monotheistic religions share not enly 4
lineage back to Abraham [Jews, Christians, and Muslims share the blood of Abraham through
their leading prophets: Moses, Jesus (are bath fram the progeny of Abraham's wife Samh),
and Muhammad (a direct descendent of Ishmael from Abraham's wife Hagar)] but also the
ritual practice of pilgrimage. Long before ninth-century Christians first journeyed 10 Suatiugo
de Compostela [see below], devout Musiims were traveling to Mecea for the Ha)j and cevout
lews to Jerusalem for Pilgrimage... In all 3 faiths, the pilgrim's joumney metaphorically
embodies deeper human yeamnings. Only a tiny handful will be privileged to know in an
earthly hfetime whether our irreconcilable dogmatic differenees. once illuminated under the
pure light of perfect Truth, will somehow be reconciled by some logic we Muslims,
Chnstians, and Jews cannot humanly comprehend. Until then, we apparently suffer the
tyranny of those brutally mcompatible facts: either Jesus is the Messiah or Jesus is not; either
Muhammad is the Prophet, or Muhammad is n‘nl)m. (The opening scene of the New
Testament Acts of the Apostles relates a startling occurrence. The risen Jesus gathers lis
disciples, and "as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight". Before ascending, Jesus imparts this final instruction; " You shall be my witness ... to
the end of the earth"”.

The apostle James, Santiago in Spanish, ok the instruction literally. His purported
remains are loday venerated in the small Spanish town bearing his name, Santiago de
Compostela | Compostela means 'field of stars' in reference w bural site],
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Nantiago de Compostela in Spain (burial site of St James, one of Jesus!' disciples)

[1 lies a Tew dozen miles [rom the end of the earth; the burmal place 15 said to be
discovered berween ®18-842 and his shrine immediately became a pilgrimage attraction.

[However]| the tensions that tore medieval Spain were mirrored in the schizophrenic
imige of her chosen patron, Santiage (St. James), James was —and is— never far off in the
Spanish imagination.

A thousand-year-old route of pilgrimage snakes across northern Spain to Santiago de
Cempostela, by tradition the resting place of James's carthly remains and. afler Rome.
Ewrop ¢'s most important pilgrimage site. Spam's churches everywhere enshrine James's image
in alter pieces, paintings. and sculptures:

(e discomfiting depiction occasionally appeats in churches along the pilgrim route:

James bestnde a horse, his muscular nght ann swinging a sword down upon a turbaned,
da ke-skinned figure cowering h-..uc.ilh the rearing steed's hooves. The iconography is a clear
today as it must have been to 13* century pilgrim: this is

Santiage Matamoros, St. James the Killer of Moors (e, Muslims), patron of
cruseding Reconquest.

Emes the Muslim Killer embodies one strand of this story:

2ligiously grounded hatred that shredded medieval Spain and sfill haunts humanity. Yet,
instead of this violent killer-zpostle. a statue of a more serene St. James stands sentinel at the
grzat cathedral in Santiago de Compostela. Santiage Peregrino (St. James the Pilgrim) wields
ne sword, bearing only by the great law of charity:

love neighbours as self, a command revered by Muslims, Christians, and Jlews alike.
[Thus| James the Muslim Killer finds alter ego in James the Pilgrim; while the former inspires
the lateful frenzy of war, the latter engenders the reconeiliation and concord that proceed
from ove of neighbor.

But] with the 1492 extermination of Muslim rule in Spain. 8t. James the Moor Killer
had secermingly outhved his militant usefulness and could have been retired in favour of St
Jemes the Pilgrim.
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Three pictures depicting: "Santiugo Matwmores"ie. 56 James, the Killer of Moury (i.e.
Muslimy). heis considered the parron of crusading Reconguest of Spair.

St James the Pilgrim (wields no sword)

But Santiago the militant was drafted 10 combat & new enemy [the New World
Americans]: its reminders still resonate in South American atlases, from the benignly ramed
Santiago, Chile, tw the more sinister-sounding Mexican wwn of Matamoros (Muslim Killer).
Thanks in part to Inca gold, Spam entered what historian typically call her Golden Age. The
age was golden in one obvious respect. as precious metals lified from New World colonies
gilded Spain's altars and financed her European conflicts. Yet. in other respects, the Golden
Age label is at a minimum incomplete. For this was at least the third Golden Age Spaia had
enjoved. Spain's Islamic Golden Age had hlessed Europe with new models of archite >ture.
mathematics, ceramics, agriculture, philosophy, medicine. and astronomy. to name ¢ fow
disciplines among many. Spain's Jewish Golden Age [not independently, but during Is ami¢
Spain] had nurtured Europe's most prosperous. accomplished, and largest Jewish population,
and through Maimonides and Moses de Leon bequeathed masterworks that still fundamentally
influence Jewish thought and worship. The enduring contributions of medieval Spain's
Muslims and Jews reveal an unfortunate gap in Spain's third Golden Age. Cleansed of non-
Christians and striving for homogeneily, Spain's enconnter with alien cultures now oce arred
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almost exclusively beyond Ihena's borders, most notably in her New World colonies. And
what sie extracted from that Golden Age encounter with other civilizations was for the most
part omly, well, gold. Tounsts w Spain are everywhere reminded how profoundly Spain once
beneti ed from her encounter with Islamie civilization. from Cordoba's cathedral rismg from
the ros of her dizzyingly arcaded great mosque, 1o the Almohad minaret that dominates
Seville's skyline as its cathedral bell tower, even to Moorish churches in northern provinces
never “uled by Muslim Spain. Visitors to the Inca remains at Machu Piccha can't help but note
that I1 ca architects might have made an equally profound contribution to Spanish masonry
and censtruction technology. But the Spain of this (third) Golden Age was no longer forced 1o
encouer and absorb the gifts of foreign civilizations on her own home soil and perhaps had
lost the knack of doing so elsewhere, Still if the foreign cultures no longer blessed Spain,
those exiled from Spain blessed their adopted homvlands]'ﬂ.

As for Islam. whenever o non-Muslim converts to Islam, Iskim demolishes all the
previcus evil deeds. and so do migration (for Allah's sake). and Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah).
Even the criminal record will immediately be pardoned on the moment of declaration of
Shahcdah ve. 'La Haha Ha -Allah, Muhammead Rasul Allah' (There is no God but Allab,
Muhanmad iy Messenger of Allah). on the basis ol Prophet Muhammad's statement: "Islam
casts out the (pre-Islami¢) past’. 1.e. he or she will be new-born or re-born as a sinless
Muslen. Furthermore, those who, after their Islanme belief, wranslate thewr belief into good
deeds will be rewarded a double reward rom Allah (God): "Except those who repent and
betieve (in Islamie Monotheism), and do righteous deeds: for those, Allah will change
their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.".

Verse 25:70 of Surat Al-Furgan (The Criterion).

For instance, Tkrimah bin Abu Jahl. the Muslim hero at the Battle of Yarmuk, was the son
of Atu Jahl, an arch-enemy of the Prophet (Abu Jahl was killed in the battle of Badr between
Muslams and Makkan polytheist pagans -see above): lkrimah was like us father, a great enemy
of Tslim and Muslims. Following the conguest of Makkah in AD 630, the Prophet allowed the
death of only 6 Makkan pagans even if they took refuge by Ka'bah itself. because of their fierce
antmesity to [slam (one of them was lkrimah). [krimah then rede the (Red) Sea fleeing (o cross
over o Ethiopia, but (as they proceeded). a heavy stormy wind overtake on their boat, and huge
wayes came 1o them from all sides, and they thought that they are encircled therein. The people
of the boat samd to one another; ‘None can save you except Allah (the Only True God of the
hieavens and earth). So invoke (call wpon) Him (Allah) (by moeking your Faith pure for Him
Abon > and none else) to deliver you safe (from drowning)'. Ikrimah said to hinself: "By Allah,
if noae can benefit in the sea except Allah (Alone), then no doubt, noné can henefit over
the land except Allah (Alone). O Allah! | promise You that should You deliver me safe
from this, I will go and put my hands in the hands of (Prophet) Muhammad and surely |
will ind him full of pity. Kindness and merey'. So they were delivered safe (by Allah), and
raturied (o their sea-shore and came out of the sea. Ikrimah then proceeded to Allah's
Mes:enger, Muhmmmad, (narrated his storv). embraced Islam (just as he promised Allah),snd
becane a perfect Muslim. In a Hadith narrated by Umim Salamah (one of Prophet's wives) that
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "1 saw an offshoot of Abu Jahl [who is in
Hell in Paradise" and when tkrimah embraced Islam. the Prophet said: "O Umm Salamah,
thatis it |Prophet's vision]".
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As for the Muslims committing sms. the repentance is equally simple. The Lord Allah
says:

() vou who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It may be thar your
Lord will expiate from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers
flow (Paradise).".

Verse 66:8 of Surat At-Tahrim (The Prohitarion).

For Tawba or repentance (o be aceepted and if the sin is between the slave and Allah
(unrelated todhuman being). then Islamic repentance reguires 3 combined conditions:

I. to stop deing that sin (immediately - in the present time)
2. to be remorseful about doing that sin (in the past)
3, to decide never W do it again (future promisc)
I one ol these condinonsas missing then the repentance 1§ incomplete.

However if the sin gommitted 1s i relation to a human being, then the conditions. for
repentance include the above 3 plus:

4, to free himsell from that person’s obligation. ¢.g. siolen property (0 be returned:
allegation of slander 1o be withdrawn or to be forgiven by the other party.

Indeed. the real religious toleranee has never heen practiced before or after lslam
anywhere in the world. Thus people (under no compulsion or duress) loved Islamic simg licity
and its casily applied principles: and vely expression in Freedom of belief, Justice, Eqality
and Islamic Brotherhood tmplemented in real practice and not mere theory: consecurively
they were converted into Islam, They then loved Arabs and Arabic language as the medinm of
Istanuic spread and Islamic communication, Arabic language became un important necessity
for performing religious duties (such as the 3 daily prayers and du'a, asking God Allah for
blessing and progress), and a 'lingua franca’ in all spheres of dife. for Islam iself 1s a
comprehensive code of life. lndeed, the term 'Jihad' must never be taken out of context or
misunderstood in the view of this clear noble Islamic concept; Jihad is the maximum effort
exerted against prohibited desires of the Self struggling always (o please God (Major Johad)
(See word Jilad in the Dictionary): further, Jihad is not a struggle on basis of national pride,
matertl gan, or territorial expansion,

Also, God has defined victory as guiding people into submission to.God, i.e. converting
them to the true religion of Islam. In other word victory is for God Allah and not for the
benefit of one of the fighting parties. God Most High says; “When God's help and victory
comes, and yvou see peaple entering into God's religion in multitudes. then celebrate the
praises of your Lord and ask His forgiveness. Indeed. He iy the Accepto- of
Repentance.",

Verse 110:1-3 of Surar An-Nasr {The Help).

The victory is achieved nunder the banner of faith, and under no other banners; the striving

(or Jihad) is purely for the sake of God. for the success of His religion and His law, fo- the
protection of Dar-ul-Islam. the particulars of which we have described above. and for no cther
purpose. 1t is not for earthly miaterial gains. nor for the spoils or for fame, nor for the honor of
the country or nation. nor for the mere protection of one's family except when supporting
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them agamst rehgous persceution, Abu Musa relates: "The Prophet (peace be upon him)
was a-ked about one, who fights for material gains, another for bravery (and fame), and
another for distinction, which one of these is in the cause of Ged? The Prophet replied,
Oy he is for the canse of God who fighis so that the word of God may remain supreme.".

{Narrated by Al-Bukhari).

T e honor of martyrdom is achieved only when one is fighting in the cause of God (as the
onky rable cause worth lighting for), and it one is killed for any other purpose, this honor will
pot be attained. Since all lands are Allak's land, and since all the humans, all this Universe.
and allthat exist are Allah's creation, that 15 why Muslims do not like to refer w the Islamic
lertiterial expansion as Empire like the eanthly Persiun and Roman Empires: instead it refers
to 1t es Cahphate for 1t 1s the land where the Caliph s the servant of God and where the
(Drume) rules of Islamic Shar'ah is dominant and operational, and the ruler 1s governing with
laws stipulated by God Allah. Similarly. Muslims refers to their winning in battle fighting as
nas't  Arabic far victory or triumph) or fat'h (has no English equivalent, but 'conquering in
terms of opening the Limd for Allah's message to reach its people’ is the nearest in English)
and nat us conguenng in terms of defeating others. or occupying other people's land. for their
victory was in the canse of Allah und the land is s and hence, there is no winner-loser
cquat on here, but 11 15 winger=winner equaton (all are wimnners because 11 35 victory for Allah
and Fis cause),

Therefore, the fatherland op motherland is hat place where the Islamic taith, the Islamic
way of life and the Shari'ah of God'is dominant; only this meaning of 'motherland’ is worth of
the h uman being, Similarly, 'natiogality’ meaning should be based on the beliel and a way of
lifz: end only this belonging is worth of man's dignity, Classification according to family and
tribe and nation, and race and color and country are residues of the primitive state of man;
these jahili groupings belong to a period when man's spiritual values were at a low stage. The
Prophet (peace be on him) has called them “foul things” against which man's spirit should
revoll

“hus Islan is God's comprehensive and comiplete religion and the definitive code of life
since eternmity: hence Islam is for all mankind and not for any particuldr nation. race, or
cultire. God Most High contimmed this Lact, stating the purpose of human ethnie diversity as a
pleasure of peaceful introduction 10 cach other, and emphasizing that God-fearing is the best
ol al. people; "O mankind! We have created vou from a male and a female, and made
veu nto nations and tribes, that you may know onc another; verily, the most honourable
of you with God (Allah) is the believer who is most pious; verily, God (Allah) is All-
Knowing, Well-Acquainted (with all things)".

Verse 49:13 of Surat Al-Hujurat (The Dwellings).

When the Jews claimed 1o be the chosen people of God, on the basis of their Face and
natiwnality, and their lineage 1o Abraham, The Giod Most High rectified their claim and
declared that in every peniod, in every race and in every nation, there is only one criterion:
that of faith. "And they say: "Be Jews, or Christians; then you will be guided'. Say: "Not
su: the way (the religion) of Abraham, the true in faith: and he was not among the
polytheists.' Say: 'We believe in Allah, and what has come down to us, and what has
comwe down to Abraham, Ismail and Isaac and Jacob and the Tribes (of Israelites). and
whet was given to Moses and Jesus and to other Prophets by their Sustainer. We do not
make any distinction among them, und we have submitted (o Him. I then they believe as



vou have believed. they are guided: but if they turn away. then indeed th:xy are
stubborn. Then God suffices for you, and He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing, The baptism
of God and who can baptize better than God? And we worship Him alone,”,

Verse 2: 135-138 of Surat Al-Bagarah (The Cow).

The Lord declares that the people who are really chosen by Him are the Submitting
(Muslim) Unimah or community (i.e. His obedient servants) which has gathered under God's
banner without regard 1o differences of races, nanons, colors and countries, "You are the
best of people raised for the good of mankind, enjoining what is right (good) and
forbidding what is wrong (evil) and believing in Allah.".

Verse 3:110 of Surat Al-fmran, The Family of Laran).

"Thus We have made you (true Muslims), a just (und best) nation. that you be
witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad) be witness over you.",

Verse 2:143 of Surat Al-Bayarah (The Cow),

"Abrabam was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true VMuslim (Islamic
Monotheist — to worship none but Allah alone) and he joined not gods with Allah,
Verily, among mankind whe have the best claim to Abraham are those who folowed
him, and this Prophet (Muhammad. and those who have believed (Muslims), and Allah
is the Protector of the believers.".

Verse 3:67-68 of Surat Al-Imran (The Family of Inran).

Dunng the global spread ol Islam (whelher by peace and/or by force imposzd on
Mushms), the concept of One Umma, Ummah, Untmar was borm, strengthened, and indeed
was first introduced by Islam into this world as the One big global family inhabiting One
global village (or country), Thus the Alnughty says:

"Truly, this Ummah of yours is one Ummah, and | am your Lord (and Cherisher);
therefore worship Me (Alone).

Verse 21:92 of Surat Al-Anhiva' (The Propiets).

Ummalr 1s best translated here as Brotherhood: since 'community’, 'race!, "nation., and
‘people’ are words which import other ideas but do not quite correspond (o "Unimmah',
‘Religion’ and "Way of Life' are derved meanings, wineh could be used v other passages. but
are less appropriate here. Thus it denotes people of very different temperaments and virtues,
widely different in time, race. language. surroundings. history, and work 1o be performesd, but
forming the closest brotherhood as being men and women united in the highést service of
Allah. they pre-figure the final and perfeeted Brotherhood of Islam. This one Ummah sefits
the One God; indeed a stingle Unmalyis a manifestation of a single God. Muslims: Arabs and
non-Arabs, men and women, old and young, whether from East or West, became one Upymah
bonded by Islam or submission 1o One God, Further this Ununah extends deep i the histary
since creation of Adam, 1ill the day of Judgement. The economy of the Unnnah is based on an
entirely self-sufficient system inspired by Qur'ame and Prophet Mubammad's teachings (this
is beyond the scope of this book focused on 'Adventures of Arabic Lenguage"), Muslims
therefore, felt they were entrusted and predestined by Allah to carry his global message aad to
be an active part of the history of Mankind which needs to be re-directed and guided bazk to
its true path and course. Indeed. Islam equipped its believers with Allal's comprehensive
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mteprawtion of history, lile, mankind, and universe; it expanded their horizons and
undzrsanding on a global level,

Within the first generation of such Muslim Brotherhood, there were Abu Bakr from
Arabiz. Bilal from Abyssima, Subaib from Roman Svria, Salman from Persia, and they were
all sraers in fuith. The generations shich followed them were similar. Nationalism here is
the be ief. homeland here is the "Abode of Islam" (Dar-ul-Islam). the ruler here is God. and
the coastitution here is the Qurtan. Indeed. there is no Islamic culture as such, but diversity of
cultures of Muslim nations because Islam is the filter of cultures, maintaining what s good
and laving what is bad from cach culture: thus Islam 15 umfying nalions with Islamic
brocherhood bonds that revolve around the One law-giving God. This noble concept of
hormelind. of nationality, and of relanonship was imprinted 10 the hearts of Mushm Preachers
anc ‘Fghters in the rrue cause of God. They fought to temove all influences of Juhiliyyah
{pre-1lanig era ‘of ignorance). All these facts have been documented by God Most High in
one verse, in which He has placed them in one side of the balance and the Islamic belief and
its resaonsibilities in the other side. and vites people to choose: "Say: if your fathers and
your zons and vour brothers and vour spouses and your relatives, and the wealth which
yvor have scquired. and the commerce in which vou fear decline, and the homes in which
vom tike delight are dearer to you than God and MHis Messenger and striving in His
camse then wait until God brings His judgment: and God does not guide the rebellious
peepl..

Verse 9:24 of Surat At-Tawba (Repemance).

ARah, The Guarantor of Believers' Vietory %"« 0Esbo,

I' is & human nature to follow the strongest: Muslims' deep beliet that Allah 1z the
Abso ute All-Mighty, Omnipotent, and Most Powerful than any creature or human
sunerower makes them put thewr full trust v Allah (God), The Mast High, The One and The
Orly;

"And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.” .
Verse 26:217 of Surart Ash-Shu'ara’ (The Paets).

" And put your trust (O Muhammad) in the Ever Living One Whao dies not."
Verse 25:58 of Surat Al=Furqan (The Criterion).

T Say: 'O Allah! Possessor of the kingdom, You give the Kingdom to whom You will,
ard .ake the Kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honour whom You
w I, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good, Verily, You are Able
to-de all things."

Verse 3:26 of Surat Al-lmran (The Family of Imran).

ndeed, they knew if they were empowered by the Lord, they must abide by HisLaws.
Taey learn to be humble obedient servanis of God: and that was reflected in their very names.
steh as Abdullah, AbdulRahman (servam of Allah). [In Islamic history as in recent history
tco, ominous names had ended in disasters: e.g. the ship 'Titanic' (called invincible and
uasiakable) sank on its first sea voyage! The space-shuttle 'Challenger’ (challenging God!)
had *xploded seconds after its launcht]



God Most High explains His way (Jaw) on the fate of civilizations when nled by
unbelieving tyrants: "How many of gardens and springs that they (Pharaoh's people) left
behind, And green erops (fields) and goodly places. And comforts of life wherem they
used to take delight! Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them (ke We
made the Children of Israel to inherit the Kingdom of Egvpt). And the heavens :and the
carth wept not for them. nor were they given a respite.".

Verse 44:25-29 of Surat Ad-Dukhan (The Smoke).

Thus Prophet Muhammad and his 2™ Caliph Umar used to reiterate this very verse 44:25-

29 after cach victory. after dislodging the enemies of Allah. and re-instating Allah-cbiding
Muslims a5 the new inheritors of the land (the land of Allah). being entrusted to implement
His Laws on His land.

Furthermore. Muslim's greatest belief in Allah led to the belief in His destiny (Qadar i.¢.
Decree of ordainments), If man proposes. then God disposes (duties are our, but conseqaences
are God's). Thus they understood that they must work hard 10 exert their maximum eftert and
prepare themselves the best way they can. but then they have to leave the results (whether
apparently good or bad) entirely i the hands of Allah, for [le 1s the All-Knowing:

"Say:'Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has erdained for us. He is
our Maula (Lord, Helper and Protector), and in Allah let the believers put their trust,
Say: "'Do you wait for us (anything) except one of the two best things (martyrdom or
victory)? While we wait for you either that Allah will afflict you with a punishmenr from
Himself, or at our hands, so wait, we too are waiting with you' "',

Verse 9:51-32 of Surat At-Tawha (Repentance).

"You Kilied them not. but Allah killed them, and you (Muhammad) threw not when
vou did throw, but Allah threw.".

Verse 8:17 of Surat Al-Anjal (The Spoils of War).

"No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves hut it is inseribed in the Book of
Decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz) before We bring it into existence. Verily that is easv for
Allah. In order that you may not grieve at the things that vou fail to get, nor rejoice over
that which has been given to you, and Allah likes not every prideful boaster.".

Ferse 57:22-23 of Surat Al-Hadid (Tron).

This belief brought psychological happiness. even when the Muslims were killed while
defending their religion.

Furthermore, Allah states that He had already written the death for each soul on a specific
date and time. and if that time has not come, then that soul will live an; even if itis faced with
the gravest dangers it may ever encounter;

"Nor can a soul die except by Allah's leave, the term being fixed as by wrifiags if
any do desire a reward in this life, We shall give it to him: and il any do desire a resvard
in the Hercafter, We shall give it to him, and swiltly shall We reward those that (serve
us with) gratitude.”.

Verse 3:145 of Surar Al-Imran (The Family of lnaan).
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This fact gave Muslims with the psyvchological relief during the death of the dearest nnd
neaes relatives. and provided them with utmost courage during their encounter with the
enemy at battles and wars,

It is narrated by Thn Abbas"'™: Once | was behind the Praphet (pesce be upon him)

[ricing behind him on the same mount] and he said fo me: " O boy. | will teach vou few
words

¢ Be mindful of Allah [worship Him (Alone), remember Him always, obey His Orders|,
He will protect you [from every evil and take care of you in all the spheres of life].

¢ Je¢ mindlul of Allah, you will find Him in front of you |He will respond 1o your
requests).

s |l vou ask, a5k Allah;
o [f you seck help. seek help from Alah,

o Kmow that if all the people (the Nation) gel together in order to benefit you with
sorwething. they will not be able to benefit you in anything except what Allah has
deerced (prescribed) for you. And if they all get together in order te harm vou with
soriething, they will not be able to harm you in anything except what Allah has
deerced (preseribed) for you, The pens have been lifted [i.e. stopped writings Divine
{(Allah's) Preordainments and destiny]. And (the ink over) papers (Book of Decrees)
ha e dried."”.

related by Sahth Al-Trrmdhi, who said st was a good and seund Hadith]
[However, in a version other than that of Al-Tirmidhi, i reads:]
e "He mindful of Allah, vou will find Him before vou.
o Got to know Allah in prosperity and He will know you inadversity.

« Kwmow that what has passed vou by was not poing 1o befall vou, and that what has
belallen you was not going to pass vou by.

o Axd know that victory comes with paticnce, relief with affliction, and ease with
ham dship.”.

However. Islam was and s the etemal message of God Allah. and so far as the Mushms
obey Allah and his Prophet. they were assured by God of the final victory and spread of
Iskanie global message. Indeed, the unprecedented speed of Islamice spread was totally
urortiodox phenomenon and in no way classical in terms of their unexplained power and
their nfenor number that could never match their enemy's power and number, Muslim
ceng tests were far from bemg the outpouring of an unruly horde of nomads; the campaigns
were directed by a small group of able and determined men 1 Emperor Ching (who anited
C4ini), Alexander the Great (who conguered Europe and Asia), Gengiz Khan (who
cengsered China and Asia), Hanibaal, Napoleon Bonabert, Adelf Hitler have all sweeping
victaries, but on their death, the system they put was dismantled and their empire was
demssed and broken down nto fragments. Islam is singled out inits unigue permanent spread;
whescver it moves. quite ofien it is the native people of the very enemy wha pave the way for
the coming of Muslims as the fiberators of mankind and earriers of the highest moral’human
values. in particular Islamic Justice. Thus the Almighty confirms:



"1t is He Who had sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truath, to
cause it to prevail over all religion. even though the Pagans may detest (i)™,
Verse 9:33 of Surat At-Tuwbu (Repentance).

"Before this We wrote in the Psalms (Zabur; all revealed Holy Books, or the Book
ol Psalms of David) after the Message (Al-Lauh Al-Nahfuz - the book that is in heavens
with Allah): "My servants the righicouns, shall inherit the earth.".

Verse 21:105 of Surar Al-Anbiyaa (The Prophets).
"Truly, Allah defends those who helieve".
Verse 22:38 of Surat Al-Hajj (The Pilgrisage).

" Already has Our Word heen passed before (this) to Qur Servants, the Messengers
(sent by ws). That they verily wonld be made trinmphant. And that Our forces! They
verily would be the victors,",

Verse 37:171-173 of Surat Al-Suffar (Those Ranged in Ranks).

"Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those whao belicve (in
the Oneness of Allah — Islamie Monotheism) in this world's life and on the Day when the
witness will stand forth, (i.e. Day ol Resurrection),".

Verse 40:51 of Surar Ghafir (The Forgiver).

"Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is 1 and My Messengers who shall be victorious'.
Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.".

Verse 38:21 of Surat Al-Mujadilah (The Woman Who Pleads).

The laws of Jihad in the war are exaetly sunilar to those enforced by military dise pline.
Meet the enemy after due preparation and plamaing. Onge mycombat, carry it through: there is
no reom for second thoughts: Death or Victory shoulid be the motto of every soldier, but with
2 exeeplions:

s yeculer pour mieux sauter, to go back m order to jump forward. or to deceve the enemy
by a feint:

o if an individual or group of soldiers, by the course of the hattle. isolated from own force,
he or they can fall back in order to fight the battle, Thus Allah says:

"if any do turn his back to them on such a day — unless it be in a stratagem of war,
or to retreat to a troop (of his own)- he draws on himself the wrath of Allah, and his
abode is Hell, an evil refuge (indeed)!".

Verse 8:16 of Surat Al-Anfal (the Spoils of War).

Obedient dedicated Muslims then will be granted victory through Allal's Help. Bacrand
Uhud are the two sign-posts in Islam. In the battle of Badr, no more than 300 Mushne, 11l
armed fought and won a decisive victory against 1000 unbelievers coming from Maxkah:
while in bartle of Uhud was a great testing time for the voung Muslim community, whea 700
Muslims fought 3000 unbelievers coming from Makkah: Thus, the number of angels, a
1000 at Badr and 3000 (up to 5000) at Uhud, is equal to the strength of the enemy.

"(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He answered vou T will help

oy

vou with a thousand of the angels, ranks on ranks',
Verse 8:9 of Surat Al-Anfal (the Spoils of War).
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"Memember) when you (Muhammad) said to the believers, Is it not enough for yon
that your Lord (Allah) should help you with three thousand angels sent down? Yes, if
you haeld on to paticnce and piety. and the enemy comes rushing at you: your Lord will
help you with five thousands angels, clearly marked.".

Verse 3:124-125 of Surat Al-Imran, The Family of Imran),

hdeed. the bautle of Uhud was an imitial victory but the 50 Muslim archers, in
disobudience of their orders, left their posts at the strategic mountain to join in the pursuit and
share nthe booty (There was also treachery on part of 300 "Hypoerites' led by Abdullah bin
Ubai, &vho deserted. leaving 700 out of initial 1000 Muslim Fighters). Allah documented the
disobedignee and impatience on part of the 50 Mushm Archers (out of their greed) and which
enced jn double loss: 1) they were baulked of the booty they had run-after, 2) their own lives
anc the livesof the whole Muslim army were in danger and many lives were actually lost
from #eir ranks; thus Allah The Most High says:

"Allzh did indeed [ulfil His promise to you when we with His permission were about
to anmihilate your enemy —until you flinched and fell to disputing about the order, and
disob :ved it after He brought you in sight (of the Victory) which you covel, among vou
are seme that hanker after this world and some that desire the Hereafter, then did He
diver vou from your foes in order to test you, but He forgave yvou: for Allab is full of
grace to those who believe,

Verse 3:152 of Surar Al-lmran (The Family of Imran).

Also Allalh's help with the five thousands angels was conditional on Mushms' patience
whict they did not hold on to: thus such batch of angels did not come down: nevertheless, it
was with belp of Allah that Medina was saved. but an important lesson in faith, constancy,
firmnzss. perseverance, and steadlasiness wus [earnt by the Muslims.

b owever, during later conquests of Prophet Muhammad, Muslims were very observant of
their sbedience o the Messenger of Allah, and they had won cach and every subsequent
encovnter, Indeed, the Prophet says:

" was triumphed (with help of Allah against my encmies) by a preceding terror at a
one-rionth marching distance’,

[Sahily Al-Bukifarif.

During Islamic (defensive) wars against the unbelievers, Islamie highest moral values and
attitudes were translated into practice. The order of Abu Bakr (the Caliph of Messenger of
Allak) 1o Osama's expedition in AD 632 constitutes the First International Law on Conducts
of Wir Ethics, long before Geneva Convention. Abu Bakr addressed the army of Osama bin Zayd
(rcmmdiuig them of Prophet's teachings concerning war ethics when dealing with - their
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*0, people, stand (and listen) | instruct you with 10 (important teachings), so
memorize them:

e D3 not betray (what vou are entrusted to do),
e D3 not steal |[from the booty of the war before distribution (ghulul)].

¢ Dn onot break your covenants,
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¢ Do not mutilate (or dismember enemy's dead bodies after they have been Killed).,
+ Do not Kill a voung child, nor an old man. nor a woman |unless she fights|.

« Do not cut down a date-palm tree nor sel it on fire, and Do not cut down a fruitful
tree,

« Do not Kill livestock except when yvou are compelled to eat them (no slaughter of a
sheep, or a cow, or a camel except lor a meal),

* You will pass by people who dedicated themselves in the temples, then leave them
alone and what they dedicated themselves Tor (their faith) (e, hermits living in
monasteries serving God in seclusion — so do not Kill them and don not destroy their
muonasteries),

* You will come to people who will present you with various kinds of dishes, and if you
cat some of these dishes, then mention the name of Allah on them,

* You will meet people whao tied the middle of their heads with bands, then hit them
with swords.,

Marsh in the name of Allah...
[Tariklt al-Tabari, Vol 2 (1-35 Hijri)].

Similarly. the 2™ Caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab's secret formula for victory was enodied
in his address to Sa'd bin Abi Wagqas sent to lraq in AD 636 [prior fo their viclory of
(Jadisiva. the decisive battle that undermined the Persian Empire]™:

"I order you and your accompanying soldiers:

* to be fearful of Allah at all times, for the fear of Allah is the best ammunition against
the enemy and the strongest armaments in the war;

e and | order you and those with yvou to be cautious from disobedience (of Allah) more
than vou are from your encmy, since the (Muoslim) army's sins are more frightening
than their enemy. The Muslims are (helped by Allah to be) victorious only because of
their enemy’'s disobedicnee of Allah. And without that (enemyv's sins), we cou d not
have strength, since neither our number is like theirs nor our ammunition is like
theirs, I we were equal in committing sins, they will have the advantage over us with
their (numerical and material) power, and if we are not victorious by our
(spiritual/moral) superiority. we could never defeat them with our power.

*  You must know that during your marsh, your behaviour arce closely monitored by
Allah's angels who know what vou do, so (observe vour hehaviour and) be aslaamed
of them.

* Don't disobev Allah. while vou are marching in Allah's cause.

*  Noever say ‘our enemy is worse thun us, so we will not overrun by them even if we did
wrong', perhaps (good) people were overrun by bad people, just like unbelieving
Magus who overrun Children of Israel when they committed bad deeds that Allah
had forbidden, so Magus swiftly overrun their land and it was a fulfilled promise.
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*  AS< Allub’s help over yourselves, the same way vou ask Him for victory over yvour
cnemy.

I esk Allah the same for us and for yvou...
" [Tarikh al-Tabari, Vol 2 (1-35 Hijri)/.

It was well-known to historians that no army of unbelievers could stand long before the
Musliry army that contains Prophet's Companions (in Arabic Sahaba or Ashab with
singular Sahabi. a person who met the Prophet. believed in him. and died a Muslim. while
tab"i plural tabi'inn. is a Muslim who met a Companion). After the Prophet Muhammad., no
one was blessed and privileged in status as his companions. the most fearful ot Allah, and the
bes: reminder of the Messenger of Allah (after his death). That is why the Prophet says:
"Ther? comes a time, a group of people go on an expedition, and there will be the
questin:

e Is her¢ among yvou anyoné who accompanies the Prophet? and comes the reply:
Yes, and so, the victory is granted (by Allah);

* then comes a time and there will be the question: Is there among you anyone whe
aczompanies the companions of the Prophet? and comes the reply: Yes, and so, the
vierory is granted (by Allah):

e thea comes a time and there will be the gquestion: Is there among you anvone who
accompanies the companions of the companions of the Prophet? And comes the
realv: Yes, and so, the victory is granted (by Allah).".

' [Sahih Al-Bukharif.

It Yarmuk battle, there were 1000 Prophet's Companions. 100 of whom had attended
battle of Badr (who are considered the top best of all Companions, a treasure of blessed
peaple and a reminder of the Prophet Muhammad). That 1s why, when Caliph Abu Bakr had
formerly ordered his general Khalid bin al-Walid (prior to Yarmuk) to divide his army into 2
habves: one half’ to continue under Khalid leadership himselll and to let Muthanna hin
Haritl ah lead the other hall of the army in & military expedition to Irag, General Khalid kept
mcst 3f the Prophet's Companions to himself; Muthana refused to go on without having half
of his ration of the Prophet's companions. he said: 'by Allab, I will only accept Abu Bakr
wl ole order by accompanying half of the companion or part of the half, by Allah I only
hope victory by them, so how can you rake them from me! Then Khalid (was forced) to
give Lim the near-half of Prophet's companions o keep Muthana happy.

I1deed after the Yarmuk crushing defeat of the Roman Empire armies, they retreated to
Anticch, where they mel with Heraelius who was totally astonished and asked why his
army was defeated in spite that they were not matched in number nor in matenal
surenority, a Roman elder replied: 'because they (Muslims) pray at night and fast during
th? ay; and they respect their covenants, they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is
wrore, and rule by Justice; and because we drink wine, commit adultery, do the wrong,
brear the covenant, become angry and do each other injustice, and enjoin the bad and
[forhid what is right by God and we carrupr the earth”. Indeed, the Arab Chnistian spying
for th e Roman army, used to gather information secretly about the Muslim camp, came back
w th Lais message: T found them worshippers by the night, and knights by the day, I swear
thrat *f their king's son steals they will cur his hand, or if he commits adultery they will
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stone him'. Here is where Heraclius made farewell to Syria as widely reported: ke was
guoted to say: "Peace be upon you, O Syria, This is the farewell after which there will be
noorefurn.’,

Allah guaranteed His help and victory (0 the obedient Mushims. [ndeed, when the
Muslims admired 2 Arab leaders: the legendary military General Khalid bin al-Wal d. and
General Muthanna bin Harithal, thinking that Islamic victories were exclusively due to the
genius leadership, the 2™ Caliph Umar Thn Al-Khattab was so assured of Allah's sictory
(irrespective of who s the leader). that he decided to change them both (replacing Muthanna
with Sa'd bin Abi Waggas, and Khalid with Abu Obaidah) and when he did, the klamic
military wictorics continued as hefore but under ditterent leaders. The Cahph Umar hed thus
made his point to all Muslims: he then wrote o all Muslim military postsi 1 did not remaove
Khalid vut of hatred or a betrayal (on his part), bt the people were infatnated (and
ebsessed) by lim so T wanted thent to know that Allal is the maker (of victories) "B Indeed,
when the Caliph Umar visited Jerusalem, his mulitary commander general Khalid come 1o
welcome him, and here Caliph L'mar told Khalid o poetic saying:

you did, none could do your doing
burwhat people do, is Allah's dm'ng'*’ ?

Interéstingly, Mushim commanders were appointed and dismissed on the Caliphs' order
and there is no example in the ltemture of a commander rebelling aganst his autho-ity or
detving Iis orders; this s momarked contrast witly both the Roman and Sasamian empires.
which were at different times cffectvely disabled by the rebellions of generals and governors
agamnst their rulers™. This faet testifies that Muslims were honestly Lghting for Allab's sake
{and his Paradise), not for any personal gain. nor for name and fame.

(Caliph Umar 11 (717-20) is said"™ 1o have sent.ca letter 1o Byzantine Emperor Lzo 111,
The letter attribute to Umar {in the version that hasicome down to us) seems in fact o have
been written by a Muslim writer of the 9 century. Wprovides @ good example of Muslim
polemical views of Christianity as they had by then developed. The author argues that the
Chnstians have talsified their scriptures: that Jesus had never claimed to be God. but righer a
messenger sent by God who had (oretold the coming of Muhammad; that Jesus mught
monotheism and not Trimtaranism. For all these arguments, he eites biblical proof texts (with
varying levels ol accuracy), He attacks the cull of relies and the cult of the cross and images.
He gives a brief defense of Muslim doetrine against Christian arguments and then concludes
by invoking the miraculous spread of Islam:

In this way, with him in whom we frust, and in whom we believe, we wend off,
barefoot. naked, without equipment, strength, weapons ar provisions, to fight aguinst
the largest empires, the most evidently powerful nations whose rule over other people
was the most ruthless, that is to say: Persia and Byzantinm.

We marched against them with our small number, and our weak resources. And Goud
enables us to teivmph over them and to take possession of their territovies. He alwowed
us to setle down in their lands and houses, gave us their riches, whea we hed no
other might or power than the Religion of Truth, thanks to God's power, mercy and
help. From then on, He never ceased to grant us His favours, overwhelming us night
und day again and again until we reached our present state which we receive from
His generosity, His overwhelmsing grace and Iis power.....
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As for us, we find in God's Revelation to our Prophet thar He Himself said: "He it is
who has senmt His messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth te make it
prevail over all religion.”, (Koran 9:33).

Is ami's metcoric rse indeed seemed miraculous: a handful of warriors [rom the desert
subdu ng the richest and most populous parts of the world's most powerful empires. Surely
Gou favoured Islam and wished new subjects to convert. Most of them will (gradually, over
several generations) conelude (hat this s so: most will convert to Islam. Those who refuse to
conve, who choose w rematn Christian, must answer the formidable question: Why has God
permi-ted (he stunming successes of 1slam?)!"" The Justice in Islamic World was legendary
and nmparalleled anywhere in the world and in fact unheard of in the history of Mankind™
The tcllowing incidents represent 3 interesting examples (just to name few out of many):

¢ ANer the.conguest of Makkah and when a Makhzumi woman (Banu Makhzum perhaps the
2" famous. tribe after Banu Hashim in Makkah) admitied thefi (she used to repeatedly
barow goods from people and then denied it), and the evidence was conclusive, her case
wzs brought to Propbet Muharmmad who ruled by Allah's judgement that her right hand to
be cut off (from the wrist joint). Quraysh felt its tribal name and fame would be tarmished
amd undemmined: they therefore asked Osama ibn Zayd (the beloved adopted son of the
Praphet) 1o talk on‘their behall and request the Prophet to reduce the punishiment. The
Messenger of Allah replied angrily "D you intercede in one of Allah's punishments (or
orders or limits)?" The Prophet then stood (in the mosque) and addressed the people by
SawIng:

"What had verily destroyed the nations before you, was that when their noble had
stoler . they left him, and when their weak had stolen they punished himg [but] | swear
by Alah that if Fatima [the beloved| daughter of Muhammad had stolen, | would have
cut her hand.”.

[Salilis Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

£ fter cutting her right hand, she asked the Prophet whetlier she can repent. the Prophet
replicd: "Yes, you are today without a sin, like the day vou were born". Indeed, this lady
reperted well and then got married. Allah, The Most High documented that in Qur'an:

" As to the thief, male or female, cut off his or her hands: a retribution for their deed
and exemplary punishment from Allah, and Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom.
But & the thief repent after his crime, and amend his conduet, Allah will pardon him:
for Allah is Oft-forgiving. Most Merciful.".

Verses 5:38-39 of Surat Al-Ma'idal (The Table Spread with Foeod).

apparently in the age of Jesus, thieves were crucified (Matt. Xxvii. 38); the pre-Islamic
Arabs were too used to cutting off the hand of the thief. In Islam. however. theft ¢annol be
punished by eutting off the hand unless (1) the stolen property is well protected c.g. in a safe;
(2) tae thief is not in need. thus thefl during starvation. or by needy servants, no penalty is
implemented: and (3)The value of stolen property should be equal to the price of a shield in
those days (equivalent to quarter of a golden). Canon Law jurists are not unanimous as. to the
todas value of the property stolen leading to penalty of the cutting off the hand. The majority
holds that petty thefls are exempt from this pumshment. there are many more exemptions too.
[stammic pumishment therefore 1s used as deterrent to others. 1t is said that during many centuries
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of Islamic Rule. the recorded number of cut hands can be finger-counted (i.¢. the number is
few)!

This incident truly. illustrates that the unified standard of law applicable to all people
without differentiation and irrespective of status. nobility, wealth. race, or relationship was
indeed the greatest and the newest value of the Islamic Justice brought to the Mankind. The
Prophet here also, gives the inmterpretation of history by clearly explammg that Onc of the
most Important causes of the decline and fall of civilizations 1s the adoption of double legal
standard, when the law is applicable to ane set of people and not applicable to others because
of their riches, name, [ame, race. and governmental position, In Islamic world there was no
one above the law; and the law was applicable to all (the Heads of State were subjected to
trials < like others — in courts of Justice. where the Judges and the Jurisdiction were entirely
independent of the State).

¢ When Ta'imaibn Ubairag (a nominally Ansar Muslim, but really a hypoerite, given 10 all
sorts of wicked deeds) was suspected of having stolen a set of armour kept inside a
perforated sac of flour; because of a track of lour through the sac hole. leading to his
house. When the trial became hot. he took the vath by Allah that he did not do it hs then
planted the stolen property (with a leading track of flour) into the house of a Jew (named
Zavd ibn al-Samin), where if was found (1o use the Jew as a scapegoat to frame him up n
4 theft he didn't commit), Zayd, the Jew dented the charge and claimed it was Ta'ima who
pushed that property to him. Ta'ima's Muslim tribe and Mushms sympathise with Ta'ima
on account of his nominal profession of Islam. The case was brought to the rophet
Muhanmad, who later acquitted the Jew according to the strict principle of Justize. as
‘guided by Allah', Attempts were made tormanipulate the Prophet, to prejudice hira, and
deceive him into using his authority to favour Ta'ima, the Muslim against the Jew. When
Ta'ima realised that his punishment was imminent he fied Medina and turned apostete (in
Makkah. Ta'ima also tried to steel and was expelled fromy Makkah to Sham. where he had
stolen property and was chased and killed). The Qur'an recorded this event heautifully as
it happened. and documented how Allali. The Most High established the Justice th-ough
His revelation to the Prophet i order o detend the mnocence of a Jew agamst the
wickedness of Taima (the nomnal Muslim):

"We have sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book (Qur'an) in truth thar you
might judge between people by that which Allah has shown you (taught you through
Divine Revelation), so be not an advocate for the treacherous (those whe betray
trust). And seck the Forgiveness of Allah: certainly, Allah is Ever Ofi-Forgiving,
Most Merciful. And argue not on behalf of those who deccive themselves. Verily,
Allah does not like anyone who is & betrayer, sinner. They may hide (their erimes)
from the people. but they eannot hide (them) from Allah; for He is with them (Ey his
knowledge), when they plot by night, in words that He does not approve, and Allah
ever encompasses all that they do.".

Verse 4:105-108 of Surat An-Nisa" (The Women).

¢ When the son of Amir ibn Al-'As (the Egypt Wali or Governor) whip lashed an Egyptian
Coptic citizen (because he won and succeeded him in 4 horse race): that Coptic (knowing

of Islamic Justice) traveled all the way from Egypt to Medina to complain in person k the

Caliph, Umar Ibn Al-Khattab against the son of Amir ibn A'As. The Caliph VUmar
ordered his Wali of Egypt to come immediately ro Medina with his son. When Apw ibn
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AF'As artended Medina with his son, Umar (the Caliph) ordered the Egyptian Coptic
citizen to whiplash back the son of Amr ihn Al-'As, and he then said: should you wish to
hit his father too. we will not prevent you (acknowledging that if it was not for his tather.
the son will never behave like that; the Coptic was satisfied with hitting the son only):
then the just Caliph Umar Tbn Al-Khattab said his famous saying (which became a
dectnne or canon in the Islamie government, in admumistiation, and running of peoples
af7airs in general):

"Tince when you have enstaved people, when they were born by their mothers Free?'.

ludeed, with the rare exception of Iberian Peninsula (1.e. Portugal and Spain). wherever
Muslims reached and settled, the people converted permanently o Islam, and the Arabic
lumzuage was to lollow Islam as s lingua franea in that new part of Islamic world, Truly, the
civiliztion is like a human being. always standing on 2 legs: The Maerial power (the Hi-Tee -
Sceenee) and the Moral power (humanitarian values - Religion): Islamie civilization, while did
no' have the best Hi-Tee (o start with, it endeavoured very hard 1o possess it (inspired by
Islam ¢ teachings) to match its opponents (the unbelievers). but the Islamic Humanitarian and
Moral values as inspired by God and materialized in practice by the human Prophet Muhammad
and h.s follower Muslims, gave the world and mankind what they have always required (but
fai ed to acguire or missed to attain) of vital values like justice, equality. and brotherhood., [slam
changed the old World Ocder for ever, converting the World into a global village (united by
their “aith in One God: and living in peace with God. with themselves, and with the others) for
the fi-st time n the history of mankind, It is said that "Trug implementation of Islam always
guarattees 2 things: happiness of Man (eyen during ailments and suffering) plus Allah's
blessiags in Man's [ife (prosperity i this life and reward in the life Hereatter)'.

Reciprocal Link between Islam and Arabie Language'

To illustrate the reciprocal impact between Islum and Arabic language. one can [ocus at
the concept of Tawhid, that Allah is the One and The Only God (worthy of worship and
obed®nce as the Law-Giver). the Arabic Que'an and Hadith attributed 99 beautiful glorious
names for Allah. The Almighty Allah says: "The most beautiful names belong to Allah: So
call om Him by them.".

Verse T 180 of Surar Al-4 raf (The Heights).

I- is also narrated by Abu Huraira that Allah's Nlessenger (peace be upon him) said:
'Adlaa has ninety-nine Names, i.e. one-hundred minus one: and whoever believes in their
m:arings and acts accordingly, will enter Paradise: and Allah is Witr (One) and loves
"the "Nitr' (odd numbers).

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol 8, Hadithi 479).

“he 99 Beautiful Glorious Names of Allah (Allah s the original name of God) in Qur'an
ard Hadith are: Allah. /a ilaha illa Hinva (no god has the night to be worshipped but He):

. The Compassionate, The Most Gracious (al-Rahman)
2. The Merciful (al-Rahim)

3. The King/Sovereign (al-Malik)

4. The Holy (0]-Quddus)
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5. The Source of Peace and security, The One Free from all defects (al-Salam)
6. The Giver of Faith (al-Mu'min)

7. The Watcher over His creatures (al-Muhaiman)

8. The All-Mighty (al-'Aziz)

9. The Compeller (al-Jabbar)

10, The Supreme, The Majestic (al-Murakabbir)

11. The Creator, The Maker (al-Khalig)

12. The Originator, The Inventor (of all things) (al-Bari")
13. The Fashioner (al-Musawwir)

14. The Great borgiver (al-Ghaffar)

15. The Irresistibly Supreme, The Dominant (al-Qahhar)
16. The Bestower (al-Wahhab ar al-Mu'ti)

17, The Provider (al-Razzaq)

18. The Opener, the Relicver (al- Fattah)

19. The All-Knowing (al-'Alim)

20. The Restrainer, The Withholder (al-Qabidh)

21. The Extender (al-Basit)

22, The Humbler (al-Khafidh)

23. The Exalter (al-Rafi')

24, The Empowerer (al-Mu'izz)

25, The Humiliator (al-Muthill)

26. The All-Hearing, The Hearer (al-Sami')

27. The All-Seeing (al-Basir)

28, The Judge (al-Hakam)

29, The Just (al-"Adl)

0. The Kindly One (al-Latif)

31. The Well-Aequainted (with all things) (al-Khabir)
32, The Clement, The Forbearing (al-Halim)

33. The Mighty, The Most Great, the Supreme (al-'Adhim, al-"'Azim)
34. The Forgiving (al-Ghafur)

35. The Grateful, The Appreciative (al-Shakur)

36, The High, The Sublime (al-'Aliyy)

37, The Great (al-Kabir)
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A4, The Preserver (al-Hafidh)

34, The Protector, The Guardian, The Feeder, The Sustainer (al- Mugit)
40. The Reckoner (al-Hasib)

41. The Sublime One (al-Jalil)

41. The Most Generous, The Bountiful (al-Karim): or The Kind and Generous despite
creatures' sins, and without asking them anything in return (al-Muhsin)

43. Fhe Watcher, The Watchful (al-Ragib)

44, The Responsive. The Hearkener (al-Mujib)
45. The lnfinite, The All-Embracing (al-Wasi')
46. The All-Wise (al-Hakim)

47. The Loving One (al-Wadud)

43. The Glorious (al-Majid)

49, The Resurrector (al-Ba'ith)

38, The Witness (al-Shahid)

Ln
—

The True (al-Haqq)

52. The Advocate (al-Wakil)

53. The Most Strong (al-Qawivy)

54. "he Firm (al-Matin)

55. “he Patron (al-Waliyy)

56. “he Praiseworthy (al-Hamid)

57. The Numberer, The Counter (al-Muhsi)

58, The Commencer (al-Mubdi)

59. The Restorer (al-Mu'id)

6l). The Giver of Life (al- Muhyi)

61. The One Who Gives Death (al-Mumit)

(2. The Ever-Living One, The Eternal (al-Hayy)

63. The Self-Subsisting, The Supporter of all (al-Qayyum)
64. The Perceiver (al-Wajid)

65. The Honourable (ul-Majid)

66. I'he One (al-Wahid)

67. The Unique One, The One and The Only (2l-Ahad)

68, The Self-Sufficient Master (He neither eats nor drinks) whom all ereatures need, The
Absolute (al-Samad)
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69, The Powerful (41-Qadir)

70, The All-Capable, The Omnipotent (al-Mugtadir)
71 The Giver (al-Muqaddim)

72. The Retarder (al-Mu'akhkhir)
73. The First (al-Awwal)

74. The Last (al-AKhir)

75. The Manifest (al-Dhahir)

76. The Hidden (al-Batin)

77. The Governor (al-Wali)

78. The High Exalted (al-Muta'ali)
79. The Righteaus (al-Barr)

-

o

80. The Relenting (al=Tawwah)

81, The Avenger (al-Muntagim)

82. The Forgiver (al-"Afuww)

83, The Compassionate (al-Ra'uf)

84. The Ruler of the Kingdom (Malik al-Mulk)
85. The Lord of Majesty and Bounty (Dhu'l-Jalal wa'l-Ikran)
86. The Equitable (al-Mugqsit)

87, The Gatherer, The Collector (ul-Jami')

88. The Self-Sufficient (al-CGhani)

89. The Enricher (al-Mughni)

90. The Withholder (al-Mani')

91. The Propitious (al-Nafi')

92. The Distresser (al-Dharr)

93. The Light (al-Nur)

94. The Guide (al-Hadi)

95. The Originator of the heavens and the carth, The Perfectionist (1l-Badi',
or Badi'al-samawat wa al-ardh)

96. The Everlasting. The Eternal (al-Bagi)

97. The Heir, The inheritor (al-Warith)

98. The Guide fo the Right Path (al-Rashid)
99, The Patient (al-Sabur)
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Such 99 Arabie descriptive names for Allah, The One. are not only an ¢nnchment of
Arabie language (by the Qur'an and by the Prophet's Hadith), but a conlirmation that No other
lanpuags medium 18 nich enough (like Arabic) to correctly contain and rellect the exact
meanirg o deseribe God The Most High witl this precise descriptive rich vocabulary,
Accordingly, the Arabic language attains the most sacrosanct position in the eves of all
believers, and hence Islam and Arabic language became totally inseparable. Hence,
Arabic is oftenly termed as "the Islamic language’ or "the language of Islam’. It can also
be callad *the language of peace and unity’

Arabie: The Language of New Culture of Islamic World ™

Ambic language was the medium and lingua franca of Islamic World out of religious
necess ty as well as business. trade. and scizntific activities.

Tl e Gréat Arab/Muslim Conguests in the 7" and 8" centuries produced 2 momentous and
enduring effects. The more immediate and dramatic was the creation of a new world state in
the Mzditerranean Basin and the Near East (later referred to as the Islamic World), The
seconc effect. less rapid and tumultuous but no less important, was the development of a new
wotld culture within this state. Islam as a filter of cultures. that filered the cultures of the
subjugated people, and merged them with the Islamic comprehensive interpretation of God,
history, life, mankmd. and umverse; simee Islam envisioned atsell as an all-embracing
framework of human life, no activity of tae individual or community was alien to it, hengce
Muslis utilized (within the framework of Islamically filiered culure) the classical lirerawre.
Helleristic way of thinking, Byzantine imstitutions, Roman admmistrative law, Syriac
scholarship, and Persian art, Within this new [slamic State or World (the Caliphate) the
divers: cultures and societies of the ancient world were shaken out of their regionalism and
foreed into new constructive and fruitful interaction. This results in & new world culture, with
major components already at hand from the varied life and traditions of the people in the
lands hey overran. thus this distinetive nch culture was formed "ia situ', unhike the imposition
of a fereign culture by invasion, not the same process that camed Westem cwvilization to the
East duning the pertod of European Colonialism,

F uthermore, the Arab conquerors themselves quickly responded to contact with the
civilizztions they overrun: once the iminal absorption in conguest was relaxed, they "sat as
pupils ar the feer of the people they subdued — and what acquisitive pupils they proved to be,"
as Phillip K. Hitti has observed. Before the end of the first Arab dymasty, that of the
Umayyads, classical works were being translated into Arabic. impressive buildings inspired
by clessical designs were being built. and Arab scholarship in literature and scienee began 10
flouri= 1 By the time the Arabs lost their preeminence in rule, non-Arab matenals had been
estabBshed in the life and thought of the 1slamic community. This develapment of a distinctly
Islam ¢ culture reached full stride about the time that the Arab leadership of the Islanue World
State {wrongly called Empire) began to wane (with the rise of Abbaside dynasty in AD 750).
The 1mpact of both the conguest and the culture has deeply influenced the shape of modem
time. In particular, this new Islamically flered global culture within the Islamie State or
World has soon resulted in an equaly distnetive and richly hued civilization that
characterized the Mushim World, giving identity and character to the new world order that
resulied from the conquests of Islam as it spreads among alien people,

200 8 VIVE PARY B PARADISE INTRODBUC VIS



DICTIONARY OF ENGLIZH WORDS OF ARAGIC EYYNIOLOOY

Closely related to the influence of an inclusive Caliphate (EEmpire) and an exclusive futh
wias a lurther contribution of Arabs to the nse of a new culture — their language. How
inextricably Arabic permeated the development of Muslim culture is shown by the fact that
the system thar Ginally evolved is stll referred to as "Arab civilization' and 'Arabic thought'
despite the fact that many ol its greal cultural achievements did not lake place under Arab
auspices. Non-Arabs and even non-Muslims made important contributions, but they made
them 1n the Arabic language, whatever their ethnie community,

Ax it had been emphasized earlier, Islam as a vehicle for Arabic was preponderan. The
‘Quran, source of all belieland piety, was Arabie and could not be translated literally 1nko any
other tongue (but the meanings of Qur'an can be translated). Ritual prayers and public
worship were in Arabic, Exegesis of the Qur'an called forth some of the first Arab
scholarships and the fact thar God had chosen Arabic as the language of revelabon made the
study of 1ts grammariand usage a religious duty. In short, no one could become a Muslim
without some understanding of the Arabic language.

As for Arabie language, Professor John S, Badeau explained in (The Genius of Arab
Civilization — Source of Renaissance)” -

(Yer it was more than copgquest.and religion that raised Arabic to its preeminent plece in
Muslim culture, Despite ifs original character ax a desert tongue, Arabic displayed a
remarkable potential as a mediim of sophisticated and complex communication. It had the
strongly marked structure of Semitic inguages. in which the parts of speech are closely and
clearly related. It could create new words out of existing verbal forms. und its abilty to
compress shades of meaning into a single dramatic expression made it a vivid and 2xact
language. Elaborated by its grammarians andStimulated by the challenge of new horizons, 1t
became a superb wol for thought and scholarship. Had o lacked an inherent qualiy of
greatness, even the pressure of conguest and the benedietion of religion would not have given
Arabic its commanding position in the far-flung, multilingual Muslim Warld. The effects on
culture of the dominance of Arabic were profound-and endupmmg, Arabic providec the
inclusive medium of commumication that iranslated the polineal mmermixture of diverse
peoples into a commonly shared culture: As Latin did in medieval Europe and as English did
in British India, Arabic in the new state over-arched local languages and literature to create a
new and universal intellectual realm where Persian philosophers, Arab theologians [Fugaha’
plural of Fagik]. Jewish and Christian physicians. and Indian mathematicians could only
speak a4 common language but also have a sense of sharing in commaon intellectual ocder.
Mareover, the use of Arabic and adoption of s alphabel by non-Arab Mushm langumges
formed a kind of culwural frontier that demarked the Mushim World from other €ivilizat ons.
The same lingwistic frontier twrned the Muslim people themselves away from their own past
culture and gave them a sense of identity and an awareness of their difference from other
people. Arabic language was an inter-relatedness of ‘medium und message'. The highly
distinctive qualities of Arabic, the richness and content of its vocabulary. its particular mode
of expressing an idea. and its propensity for meter and rhyme — all placed an impring on
scholarly productions and scholarly minds and hence on the 'flavour” of Islamic intellectual
World, Thus the umque character of medieval Muslim culture is partly due to the fact that it
did 1ts work m Arabic. Like the contribution of Islam, the penctrating influence of I:m%luge
ensured the Arabness of the medieval world Far bevond the period of Arab political rule)” .
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