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The Peacdk complaining to Juno

The peacock to the queen of heaven
Complained in some such words:
“ Great goddess, you have given
To me, the laughing stock of birds,

A voice which fills, by taste quite just,
All nature with disgust;

Whereas that little paltry thing,
The nightingale, pours from her throat
So swaet and ravishing a note,

She bears alene the honors of the spriag.”

In anger Juno heard,
And cried, ** Shame oan yon, jealous bird !
Grudge you the nightingale her voice,
Who in the rainbow neck rejoice,
Thano costliest silks more richly tinted,
In charms of grace and ferm unstinted ,
Who strut in kingly pride,
Your glorious tail spread wide
With brilliants which in sheen do
Outshine the jeweler's bow window 1
Is there a bird beneath the blue
That has more charms than you?
No animal in every thing can shine,
By just partition of our gifts divine,
Each has its full und proper share:
Among the birds that cleave the air,
The hawk's a swift, the eagle is a brave one.
For omens seérves the horse old raven,
The rook’s of coming ills the prophet;
Aand if there’s any discontent,
I’ve heard not of it.
Cease, then, your envious compiaint;
Or 1, iostead of making up your lack,

Will take your boasted plumage from your back,
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So, some tempestuous morn in early June, ;
When the year's primal burst of bloom is o'er,
Before the roses and the longest day —

When garden-walks, and all the grassy floor,

With blossoms, red and white, of fallen May,
And chestnut-flowers are strewn —

So have | heard the cuckoo's parting cry,

From the wet field, through the vexi garden-trees,
Come with the volleying rain and tossing breeze :

The bloom is gone, and with the bloom go I |
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I did not think

To shew 1o all the world my Pen and Ink

. nor did [ undertake

Thereby to please my Neighour; no not I;

[ did it my own seif to gratify.
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Il fares the land, to hastening ills a prey.

Where wealth accumulates, and men decay :
Princes and lords may flourish, or may fade —
A breath can make them, as a breath has made:
But a bold peasantry, their country's pride,

When once destroyed, can never be supplied.
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Love’s Grave
Mark where the pressing wind shoots javelin—like ,
Its skeleton shadow on the broad—back'd wave !
Here is a filting spot to dig Love's grave :
Here where the ponderous breakers plunge and

strike,
And dart their hissing tongues high

up the sand :
In hearing of the ocean, and in sight

OI those ribb'd w ind—streaks running inlo white.

[f I the death of Love had deeply plann’ d,

| never could have made it hall so sure,
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As by the unblest kisses which upbraid

The jull—waked sense ; or failing that, degrade !
“Tis morning : but no morning can restore
What we have forfeited. 1 see no sin @

The wrong is mix'd. In tragic life, God wot,

No villain need be ! Passions spin the plot :

We are betrayed by what is false within .
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“The rcal importance of the Esprit des Loss, however, is not of
a formal treatise on law, or even on polity. It is that of an assem-
blage of the most fertile, original and inspiring views on legal and
political subjects, put in language of singular suggestiveness and
vigour, illustraled by examples which are always apt and lumin-
ous, permeated by the spirit of temperate and tolerant desire for
human improvement and happiness, and almost unique in its ent-
ire freedom at once from doctrinairism, from visionary enthusiasm,
from egotism, and from an undue spirit of system. ,,
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Song of the Autumn River

In the green clear water

The moon shimmering,

In the moon glimmer

White herons flying, flying.

A young man hears a sound —

The sound of a girl plucking water - chesinuts,
They paddle home together,

And the night also is singing.
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The Morning Glory

The morning glory climbs above my head,
Pale flowers of white and purple, blue and red.

I am disquieted.

Down in the withered grasses something stirred ;
I thought it was his footfall that I heard.
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Then a grasshopper chirred.

1 climbed the hill just as the new moon showed,
I saw him coming on the southern road.

My heart lays down its load.
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