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The theme of this treatice, mamely “Al-Hilaliya in History and
Folk liferature’ is dealt with i1 two main divisions: an intredustion end
two books.

In the intreduction, seme neccessary principles have heen treated,
comprising: {) the relation between literature on the one hand and
physical and social! environment on ihe other. (b) the relation between
literature and psyeohlesy with clezr distinction between individual and
group-psychalogy. Tt was necessary to correct a familiar misconception
on the part of tome modern writers who assume that the study of folk
literature implies a desire to supnlant rlassical literaturs. In fact the
study of folk literaturs, like any other branch of study, is not motivated
by any class consciousness whether on a local or a national plane. An
enaiogy has been drawn beiween folk and classical literatures, and
a conclusion has been thereby reached that each of them devices a style of
its own that is deemed most suitable for the achievement of its particular
ideals of expressiveness. Finally a difinition of folk lieratere has been
attempted, covering the branches and Gxing the field thers of. Such a
definition is of necessity a tentative one that is only adequate for explanatory,
perhaps, because the new literary method and the very pature of ort are
elearly averss to bard and fast Jogical defipitions. Literary aud artistic
concepis vary so widely in varied environments, generations and individuals.

The subject of treatise implies clear dualism. But this dualism,
as recorded in the introduction, is merely a sham, This treatise has éried
to show the deep relation between literature and history. Then, two different
methods are applied: 1) The historical method where by change is followed
up in & fixed pericd and a fixed loeality, with special sirese on societal
aspects. 2) the literary method whereby the artistic laws are followed
up with special stress on aesthetic aspects wherin the artist is connected
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with his art, which is in turn reflected on the listener. In this connection
it musi be confeszed the application of this method to folk literature is
particularly difficult, because it lacks clear distinction between composer
and listener.

The historical aspect comprised in Book I. of this treatise has been
studied apart from the folk literary text. Thus the ohjective treatment
is not impaired by the implications of the literary text. The auther
thereby refused to he unconsciously led to make an arbitrary identification
between the real historical fact and the aesthetic of imagination.

In the first two chapters of Book 1. the history of Al-Hifaliya has
been iraced. The first chapter deals with their history belore Islam. It
begins with a difinition of Al Djabiliya, its begioning and its end. Stress
is being laid on the most important there of, namely thier geneology,
since their highest ancestor: Kais ‘Ailan. Then follow their important
branches: Solaim and Hawazen, and the Hawageni clans: “Amer and
Hilal. Attention is being drawn to the totemic significance implied in
such a mythical geneology. Then the auther turns to physical environment,
discussing what geographers’views on nomadic localites and Nagd in its
peculiar topographical terminology. Having considered the elfect of such
an environment on its inhabitants, the auther steps forward firacing the
events that happened to these tribal communpities called the “*Ayam”.
Clear distinction haz been made between two main Categories: The
extrenal *Ayam, which broke out between the Kaisi tribe in genaral, and
other similar tribes, and the internal "Avam that broke out between the
Kaisi unities among themselves. Chronclogical form of *Ayam has been
drawn, and the role of “Amer and Hilal clearly shown.

Tribal heroes and idals have been carefully scrutinised with a view
to discerning individuel or societal features. The chapter ends with some
linguistic peculiariiies recorded about them.

In the second chapter, their history in the Islamic period is treatsd.
The chapter opens by furnishing & general picture of the Arab cities and their
relation to nomadic life. It records the psychological evolution of the
whole Arabjan community towards solidarity, making vse of the sacred
Koran as a record of such evolution. It tries to make use of societal
interpretation of historical events. with speciel stress on the commuual
stimuli and the emergence of the first national puculus in Medina. To
meet this end it was nscessary to trace the relation between the growing
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Islamic state and the tribal upits, both in peace and war, with specia;
attention to the part played by the Kaisi tribe in general and the “Ameri
or Hilali clans in particular. The consideration was given to peaclul
means, either conciously or unconciously adopted for the realisation of
the desired sclidarity. Distinction was made between religious and tribal
forces ar "Assabiyas. Most remarkable among the battlez znd fueds that
took place 15 nndoubizdly Horain's, It marks the climax of that bloody
conflict between independence and solidarity, as well as the turning
point in the development of the whole Arabian society, Despite the
reaction of the iribal spirit after the death of the Propnet, the days of the
Djahiliya were over. The tribal spirit had given way to nationalism, the
nation being only divided into ‘Adnaniya and Kabtaniya, or Kaisiya and
Yamaniya, This pationalisation of the former tribes however, was nat
winolly mompless.  Some units stood clone in the dasert withont being
involved in the stream ol evolution. The societal method is also applied
by the auther in view of the civil wars that broke out in the Moslem
community e.g. the civi. wars that occurred between the rise, decline and
fall of Ummayad dynesty wbich can all be traced back to that [ormer
iribal feud. In spite of the lovalty of Solaim in general =and soms of
their influential chiefs in pazticular to Muawiya end his descendants, most
of Kais were sympathisercs of Zubair. Aspecis of similarity between thess
eivi! wars and the pre-islamic 3yam has been zleary pointed out.  Ahd
el Malik’s successes could thus be accounted for. It depended on the
realisation of a kind of equilibrinm between the two national divisions;
The Kaisiya and the Yamaniya, or to put it in medemn phraseology,
between supporters and opposers. Some goveraors, attempted to detract
the force of the tribal spirit by directing it deliberately to supposedly
imperialistic ends, hence the transportation of some Sclaimi clans to
the Nilz Delta. A survey was tne- be given of the gpread of rmationalistic
spirit throughout the Arab, or Arabicised world. The chapter was
summed up by the exploitations made by the Sclaimi and Hilali tribes
in the Holyland, their rahe lious attitude fowards the centrol government,
and their alliance with the Karmatians.

It was nscessary to assign a special chapter for the most important
event in all Hilali history namely the conquest. [is importance in this
treatise cannot be overemphasised. It eclipsed all other events that belell
the Hilaliya and their zllies, and above all it is the subject round which
the [amous literary text revolves. In this connection emphasis is made
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on the societal method that is strictly applied in this chapter. The
scientific view put forth by Prof. Mayers and his colleagues is therein
accepted. Their opinion is confined to the climatic factor which they
believe to be the sole reason for societal or communal movements,
After a survey of the general human attitude of the Arabia peninsula,
and the four great movements that emerged from that plateau, I dis-cerned
two forms of human activity to be therein existent. The genuine move
as exemplified in the Arab conquest, and the unwholesome move
sponsored by the will of Kaliph, vassal or governor. Comparison was
made between the Arabs participating in that fremendous human wave
and the nomads unwilling to leave the desert or, if bound to, seeking an
environment similar to their own, going on with pastoral life and keeping
their peculiar societal features intact, except for the slightest modifications.
Survey thence made of the various localities of Hilaliya in the peninsula
and throughout the conguered lands: Mesopotamia, Syria and LEgypt.
After minute scrutiny of the tribal morphology, the auther divides the
Hilali conquest into two periods different in shape and yet similar in the
goal they realised. 1) The first period took the form of a communal
emigration involving various flactuations. The relation between the
Hilaliya and their kinsmen East of the Nile has been traced and a rough
sketch of the route they tock to Egypt has been drawn. In this respect
geographical researches in this particular Zone proved to be great help.
The treatise goes on to describe the Fatimid policy towards the FHilali
bedwins which might be summed-up in using them as instruments for
the final overthrow of the already declining Abbasid Celiphate. As the
hilaliya were not all of Hilali descent, the following question must be
answered: How and why did they come to be known as such?

The second stage took the form of conquest which led them from
Egypt to the Maghribs. Here the nomadic scttelments in the west of
the Nile are carefuily traced. Having rejected the view that dispute
between the Fatimid dynasty on the one hand and the Senhadjy on the
other, was the sole reason for this westward conquest, the auther ipsists
that the natural fzctor was stronger than any force or temptation. Easily
enough that period could be divided into two minor stages. The first was
against Sephadja, the second against Zenata. An explanation is sub-
sequently given .. those Hilaliya’s keeping to their nomadic life, their

refrain from seitelment and civilisation, their lack of impetus to construct
s state. The falsity of the comparison made between Arab coquest and
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the latter Hilali is thereby made obvious. The chapter ends with tracing
the result of this great event, namely the completion of the arabicisation
of the Barbars in North Africa. In view of the criticism by methodologists
of the historicel method adopted in the freatise on the sround of its over-
abstraction and its lack of the personal element, and lack of persounilication,
The fourth chapter attempts a psychological interpretation of the historical
fact. Distinction hetween individual and group psychologies is re-
emphasised, and both the descriptive and the analytic methods are utilised.
The field such a study is strietly confined in history. A general
psychological classification for human groupings has been madse wherein
the place of Hilaliva to other communities is adeguately defined. The
physical factor must endlessly receive the considerations. In dealing with
the most important feature in the Hilali society, the Patriarch, it was
necessary to contrast between the predominance of male and the
subordination of female in such a familiar herarchy. In the aftempted
explanation it was deemed suitable to show the relation between the two
sexes by examining endogamous and exogamous rules in marriage rites.
The strict laws of intermarriage between clans and tribes are also traced
with a view to giving a cleap glimpse of the Hilali erystalline community.
Having studied what social paychology calls “The group mind™ the
auther could make use of the strict Hilali societal laws: khald or civil
death; al wala® or civil sovereignty; al Djewar or civil protection and
al hilf or civil alliance. All these institulions cannot be attained witheut
explicit societal organisation the group mind was paramouni, i ihs
exclusion of all forms of individualism, hence the auther’s recoumsss &=

¥ 2

using the word: “one” instead of: individual. In dealing with %Hs
second important societal feature, i.e. the belligerant instinct, it was
easy to observe the limitations of Hilali ability in warfare and the pecufiar
forms of their arms and tactics. There was a strong relationship betwess

every Hilali and his stead.

The binding force in every Hilali migration has received carefal
study. Lastly comes the study of the ways effecting the expansion &f

their experiences, glories, and ewmotions in time of peace and war, theis

culture, heritage or legacy. The chapter ends hy confessing #hst o
herald badge or slogan was ever used by these wandering nomads.

=

The chapters of Book II. are not stages in & wider developments
they are only aspects of one subject.
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The first chapter explains that the folk literary text is everlasting.
It has the same affinities of an organism in growth and reproeduction.
It was necessary therefore to notice the phases of that growth on the one
hand, and to gather the separated units on the other. The older division
of the literary text (Sirat Bani Hilal) according to locations so long
accepted by some orientalists is definitely rejected by the auther. It
divided the text into three series, each of which deals with a certain
locality : the first was ahout their adventures in Al Sarw and 'Obade,
the second in Nagd: the third about their Westward megration. He
divides the text on a new basis on the societal method, that hefits the
folk literary organism: It is rather a biological basis, according to which
the text could be divided into three senerations; the second with their
heroes; and the third with their successors.

Particular study has been alloted to the Hilali societal features, e.g.
patriarchism geneology, alliance, group spiritand revenge. The adventures,
and famous days, especially in their great Westward migrations have
been carelully taken their latest generation brings us into the scope of
a new nationai feeling, that of the Barbars.

Jn the second chapter attempts are made to trace the history of the
folk literary text. Unfortunatly, however such a history cannot be
defined with certainty. For unlike classical literature does not care for
composers, reciters, and various traditions, Folk literature has a further
disadvantage. It does not depend on minute recording. It must be
admitted that this text is more significant as an auto-biography of ifs
own than any other historical document.

I must confess that orientalists were the Pioneers in this branch of
study in Arabic literature. Special mention must be made to: (1) René
Basset who published a monumental essay on the subject in 1885.
(2) Ahlwardt whe recorded a description and summary of the various
manuscripts of Sirat Bain Hilal in his famous catalogue published
in 1896. (3) M. Hartmann who studied R. Basset’s essay, examined
Ahlwardt’s catalogue and issued in 1898 a scholarly treatise on the Hilali
epic. (4} Alfred Bel who recorded an Algerian recension, translated it
with an introductory essay and notes in 1903.

After criticising the work of these eminent scholars, the auther finds
it encumbent to study the text itself out of the lips of a folk reciter.
The auther makes point of the relation between the Arabian {olk literature
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on the one hand and the Southern European folk-literature on the other.
Many instances of resemblance are being pointed out, between the Hilali
epic and the chancon de Roland, which suggest that one of them was
the fore-runner of the other. All scholars agree on the I'rench work
being an imitation of the Arabian. Subsequently the various hypotheses
have been summed-up putting into relief two different aspects in the lile
of the text: (1) the lyric, (2) and the epic.

The third chapter looks at the subject from a different angle, trying
to put the Hilali text in its proper place among literary works. The
chapter begins with a new defnition of poetry and prese, correeting
the views of some scholars about the nature of Arabian fiction. They
hold that story telling in both classical and the colloquial Arabic
dialects resorts indifferently to poetry or prose as vehicle of expression.
Such a false opinien was the result of too basty a generalisation based
on the study of one Arabian work namely: * Arabian Nights” and on
an eastern romantic strain prevalent in “ Oucasin and Nicholett”,

Two diflerent types are traced in the development of Egyptian {olk
literature : (1) The prosic. (2) The poetic. This distinction was based
on the oral text and the differentiation in technelogy between various
reciters thereof. The Hilali epic belongs of course to the first category;
il is recited by a sh‘@ir (ministrel) and not a muhadith (talker). It thus
‘differs from the story ol Zahir, which had been previously studied by
the writer.

Poetry is the main element in the sira. Prose, however had a
vital function in its technique. In spite of its subordination to postry.
it serves in the production of the dromatic effects. It is similar to stage
directions assisting a play reader to imagine the scenes and to observe
the entrances and exits of the actors.

Having noticed the lyric element in the preceding chapter, it was
deemed necessary to study its main features: (1) Love and adventure
(especially in war). (2) Music.

Stress was laid on the turning point from the former element to
the latter.

The existence of the professional reciters is a sign of sociatal

development and national consciousness. It pushes the text forward to
a new phase. It is characterised by dramatic devices in both gesture

and action.
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The musical instrument of the reciter is examined in detail. That
the rabab described by Lane in 1871 is founded to be different in some
respects from that now used. In the reciters’ jargon the former is called
al Kadah; while the latter is called al Kamandja. Explanatory illus-
trations of the poet, his instruments, and musical notes are herewith
aftached.

The fourth chapter is confined to comparison between “fact” as
given by history and “fiction” as expressed by literature. The auther
rejects the mythological feature of the Hilali epic, after the definitions
laid down by authoroties in that anthropological field of study.

Another comparison is drawn between the history text and 'Ayyam
el *Arab (days of the Arabs) in maiter, form, and function.

An overall glimpse is made of the Islamic world as reflected on
the literary text. Such a vision enables the student fo discover the
addifions, omissions. corruptions and interpolations made by fiction.

The psychological basis of such enlargments, and embellishments
can he clearly depicted.

Take for example; (1) its accuracy in drawing the outer boundarces
of the Islamic world as it was, or even as it is at present; (2) lis
care for the part played by the Jews within the Muslem territory.
(5) its omission of any form of centralised government throughout
that vast area of that world according to cittes and aot according (o
states mentioned by history.

The group spirit as expressed in the text is more vigorous than
that recorded by history

The part played by the female sex in the Hilali society is shown
to be greater than that put forth by wvarious chronicles and traditions.
Their geneology as related by the epic is being examined. It moulded
all their destinies in peace and war.

1 moved with the picture of the Hilali communal migration. It was
more accurate than that laid down by history. The auther then turps
to military spirit in recruiting arms going to the battle field and chivalry.
It is easy to depict the Hilali Arab from the western Berber.

The relation between the nomad and his steed. is more lasting and
thrilling than historical. It is not difficult to observe the impact of.
Islam on tribal rites. It raised the mozral standard, fixed the relation of
the indivdual towards his kinsmen, and defined the rights and duties of
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males and females. The chapter ends with the crystalline leature of the
Hilali intellectual life: The legacy preserving their experiences, glories
and other peculiarities throughout the generations. The rital function
of the sira in nomadic societies is also traced.

The last chapter deals with the literary fext in the Egyptian envi-
ronoment in particular. It was necessary to examine the stability of the
Egyptian society underneath the everchanging surlace. Many invaders
came to Egypt. Many foreign dynsties were planted in the land. Many
civilisations ent=red from thz north, east and west; put Egypt stoed still.
It has the stronger nature. It conquered them all, and all were ultima-
tely Egyptianised.

The Egyptian strain throughout the ages created fraditions of its
own. Story telling was the literary from wmost affected by the national
element.

Linguistic dnalism was the outcome of class consciousness. The
Egyptian environment had assimilated the Hilali epic and utilised it as
a veaycle of expressing its own nationalism, boasting of its independence,
superiority and pride.

It is evident that the existence of the profesional reciter is as ancient
as the Egyptian fellah. He is the outgrowth of inherent nationalism.
Thus he raised the nomadic song to the level of a national epic.

Egyptian nationalism though conspicuous in the sira, iz profoundly
self-conscious. It is too cautions to make a strict separation betwen
arabism on the one hand and egyptism on the other.

A special part of the epic entitled “diwan misr” deals with the
relation of the Arabs to the Bgyptian; the latter had not been led to
under—estimate thelr own virtues. The events themselves depict in
the slightest possible detail, the folk Egyptian philosophy of Iife.
‘They assume that change comes from without. The characters are
only instruments in the hands of this unseen force. That means that
the human will is bound by a stronger one leading it to action,
choosing the suitable time and selecting the proper person. The sira
therefore lacks the unmity of time, place and action.

All the characters were egyptised. The chiel of the tribe was
raised to & sultan, in his generosity and dignity and justice. The
knight was raised to be the leader of the army in his bravery and
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tolerance. The hereditary judge was 1sisec to the position of high priest
in his learnine and piety. The enmity helween clans was transformed
into political stregele hetween parties. Adversary of the fribal chief was
made a leader of opposition in his pride, frankness and fury.

The female was exemplified by two characters of a positive and a
negative fype. The former is unveiled, frank, married and virtuous,
The latter is unloyal to her naiion, but sinecer and offeciionate to her
lover. Comparison is made between the charazcterisation in the sira and
that in Khaial el zil (shadaw-play). The difference in form between the
sita as recifed in the town and the Country is also pointed out. It isa
difference of degree not of kind. It is obvious that the village life had
modified the text, but it kept some of its older offivities. This is especially
the cace in the districts nearer to the desert, and among the inhabitants
seeking their ancesstry within the Arab geneclogy.

Lastly, the auther analyses the society of those night clubs called
al Kahwa {Cofé) in order to see it in its frue perspective in group
psygzhology and to observe its interaction with the sira, This brings us
to that everlasting feud between Djadfira and Zaghaba. Itis transiormed
inte a genuine one that kept alive the imactive belligeral instinct.

The sira of Beni Hilal has a different function in that advanced
environment cf Egypt. Apart [rom its aesthetic value, it is true
expression of Egyptian national consciouspess, and a repcsitory of purely
Egyptian morals and ideals.
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