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« You are right in idenlilying the ruins on the
Qatul soulh of Samarra with the first, abandoned
foundalion ol al Mu "tasim . After first having
thought thal the big octagon was the villa of
Harun Al-Rashid on his Qatul, I later found out
that lhis unfinished building belongs alsc to the
abandoned foundation of Al-Mu’ tasim,»
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« | agree ( lhe text was wrilten 10 years ago )

with almosl every poinl you say only the greatl ==
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= oclagon of Qadissiyah itself remains doublful;
it is evidently an unfinished building, and one
must also consider flarun Al-Rashid as possible
author « the great problem of the Qatul abul
Jund ». Of course there was a Sassaniau Qalul
Al - Kisrawi, connected with the Nahrawan
system , but 1 hesitate to consider Qadissiyah
as dassanian . »
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«The two branches still existing (running w to )
are the Q. al- Yahudi and al-Ma’ muni, both
older than af - Mu’tasim. The third and main
branch , the Q. abul _ Jund of Harun , ran puraflel
lo them in the south, I observed two or three
traces of 1l in the presenl southern bank ofthe
higher level of the Samarra plain. The abul-Jund
must have passed the modern junclion of”Adaim
and Tigris and have paralleled for some dislance
the continunation of the Q. al-Kisrawi. coming
from the north , until both become the «Nahra _
wan 3. Whal happeued at the time of al-Mustansir
was that the Tigris Teft the straight line of its
bed just below Qadissivah and broke into the
bed of the abu-1-jund . Sustansir, then , built
Lhe Dujail ( shutait ) canal in the dry bed of the
old Tigris . »
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